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TO  THE  KING.  —~jr. 


Sir, 


-A.Sit  is  the  happy  privilege  of  all  the  dutiful  fubje&s  of  the  Britilh 
empire,  without  regard  to  rank  or  diftindlion,  to  addrefs  their  fove- 
reign,  it  can  be  no  prefumprion  in  one  who  wilhes  well  to  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  the  illuftrious  family  of  Brunftvick,  though  remote  from  the 
throne,  thus  to  addrefs  your  Majefty.  To  wbh  well  to  the  rightful 
fovereign  of  thefe  kingdoms,  is  the  duty  of  all  Protellants ; and  the  hap- 
pipefs  of  a Prince  ruling  by  law,  ought  to  be  the  prayer  of  all  good  fub- 
jects.  A reflection  upon  tire  unhappinefs  of  former  times,  when  tyran- 
ny, and  the  iron  rod  of  arbitrary  power,  ruled  over  thefe  realms,  makes 
the  dutiful  fubjefls  of  your  Majefty  rejoice,  that  they  are,  by  the  glo- 
rious Hanoverian fuccejjion,  fet  free  from  the  apprehenfions  of  civil  and 
religious jlavery. 

Your  Majefty’s  true  friends  will  always  join  the  glorious  Revolution, 
and  the  fucceflion  of  your  family  tt>  the  throne  of  thefe  kingdoms,  in 
their  united  thankfgivings  to  Heaven ; and  never  forget  the  5th  of  No. 
vember,  and  the  glorious  firft  of  Auguft,  when  Popery  and  arbitrary 
power  were fo  effectually  baffled. 

The  warm  expreflions  of  heart-felt  joy,  which  your  fubjefts  loudly 
manifefted  at  your  accefiion  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  could  not 
but  decjare  tq  all  the  world,  how  happy  they  were,  in  having  a Pro- 
teftant  Prince  bom  among  them  to  be  their  King.  Your  Majefty’s 
gracious  fpeech  on  that  occafion  was  received  with  raptures  through- 
out the  whole  empire,  and  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  your  fubjects  were 
tranfported  with  your  royal  fentiments, 

There  have  been  few  fovereigns,  fince  the  firft  inftitution  of  govern- 
ment, that  have  had  all  the  fatisfaftion  they  could  have  defired : A TiJ- 
underflandings  and  mifmano.gements,  in  high  and  low,  are  common  in 
theprefent  ftate  of  human  nature.  It  requires  a more  exalted  ftate  of 
exigence,  than  any  rank  of  beings  in  this  fyilem  arrive  at,  to  be  perfeCt. 
The  fubjeCl  of  this  hiftory,  thus  addrefled  to  your  Majefty,  is  a palpa- 
ble proof  of  the  weaknefs  and  imperfection  of  mortals  in  this  world. 

The  far  greater  part  of  your  Majefty’s  good  fubjefts,  are  much  af- 
flicted for  the  caufes  and  occafion  of  the  prefent  unhappy  contention  in 
the  Britifh  empire,  and  front  their  hearts  eameflly  pray,  that  it  may  be 
fpeedjly  at  an  end;  that  your  Majefty  may  enjoy  the  fweets  of  peace, 
jiiid  the  real  pleafure  ofrultng  a dutiful  and  happy  people. 
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Hiltory  mufi  record  the  events  that  happen  in  time,  that  future  ages 
may  know  what  has  palled  in  former  periods  of  the  world,  and  take  an 
example  and  warning  from  the  tranfaflions  of  their  predecelTors.  An 
Hiftorian  Ihould  know  no  party,  but  record  truth.  Adulation  and  flattery, 
as  well  as  rancor  and  prejudice,  are  inconfiflent  with  the  character  of  an 
honeft  hiftorian.  The  author  prefumes  that  your  Majefty  will  meet  with 
none  of  tbefe  in  this  Hiltory.  Love  of  liberty,  and  of  his  fovereign,  has 
made  him  write  freely ; and  if  he  have  any  ruling  prejudice,  it  is  infavour 
of  his  Country,  his  King,  and  the  law.  Your  Majefty  will  be  gracioully 
pleafed  to  accept  of  this  humble  addrefs  of  a fubjedt,  who  is  fincerely  at- 
tached to  the  Brunfwick  family ; who  loves  his  King  and  country,  values 
liberty  and  religion,  and  reveres  the  Britifh  conllitution:  who  fincerely 
willies  that  your  Majefty,  your  royal  conlort,  and  family,  may  live  long, 
that  it  may  be  your  happinefs  to  rule  with  wifdom,  live  in  tranquillity,  and 
make  your  Aibjedts  happy, ---and  at  laft  enjoy  a kingdom,  incorruptible, 
lindefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away ; 

Such  is  the  fincere  prayer, 

Ofyour  Majefty’smoft  humble. 

And  moft  dutiful  Subject, 

JAMES  MURRAY. 

Kewcaflle  upon  Tyne, 

Dec,  12,  i,8o. 


BOOK 


Digitized  by  Google 


c — 


* I -*•  * 


BOOK  l 

. • f 

Chap.  I. 


War  more  celebrated  in  bi/lory  than  the  arts  of  peace — ■' 
the  American  War  proceeded  from  two  cavfes — an  ac- 
count of  the  Cyder  Act — the  Stamp  Adt— debates  con- 
cerning it — an  abridgment  thereof— arguments  for 
and  again/i  it — the  proceeding  of  the  Colonijls  againjl 
it — the  Americans  would  have  defended  themfelve -r 
without  our  help —the  parliament  would  not  fujfer 
them — Doctor  Franklin's  letter  to  Governor  Shirley , 

W though  of  all  things  the  mod  deftru&ive' 
to  the  human  fpecies,  and  contrary  to  the  original 
dictates  of  nature,  has  in  aH  ages  of  the  world  filled 
up  a great  part  ofthehiftory  of  nations.  The.  laws 
and  conftitutions  of  kingdoms,  and  the  improvements 
of  virtue  and  fcience,  make  a fmall  figure  in  the  an- 
nals of  empires,  when  compared  with  the  ponderous 
volumes  that  contain  the  atchievements  of  foldiers, 
and  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  war.  The  works  of 
Archimedes,  Socrates,  and  Plato;  the  laws  of  Solon 
and  other  eminent  legiflacors,  fill  up  but  a few  pages 
in  comparifon  of  the  hiftory  of  the  wars  of  Greece 
and  Rome.  It  is  cuftom  that  renders  the  mod  dif- 
agteeable  things  familiar,  makes  things  dilguftful  at 
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fird,  afterwards  pleafant;  and  damps  the  moll  aban- 
doned of  all  actions  with  the  epithet  of  glory.  The 
glory  of  war  is  a creature  of  the  imagination;  often 
formed  by  caprice,  nurfed  by  policy,  and  manumitted 
by  public  authority ; when  yet  this  unnatural  creature 
of  fancy,  infield  of  promoting  public  or  private  happi- 
pefs,  is  the  torment  of  the  poffeffor,  and  the  univerfal 
bane  of  all  fociety.  A thirfl  after  this  glory,  and  a pro-  ; 
penfity  for  renown  in  martial  exploits,  have  made  fruit- 
ful countries  a wildernefs,  cities  a defolation,  and  em- 
pires fcenes  of  {laughter;  this  unnatural  appetite  drags 
the  parent  from  his  family,  the  children  from  their  pa- 
rents,renders  the  widow  delolate,  the  children  farther- 
lefs,  and  the  father  without  offspring.  Hence  it  be- 
comes glorious  to  thirfl  for  blood,  an  honour  to  fppil 
our  neighbours,  and  the  dignity  of  men  to  live  by 
rapine.  It  is  magnanimity  to  fall  at  the  command 
of  princes  ; and  to  return  maimed  from  battle,  though 
in  an  unjuit  caufe,  is  accounted  brayery  in  the  lowed 
individual.  By  giving  falfe  names  and  epithets  to 
things,  and  by  frequently  repeating  them  as  matT 
ters  of  the  highell  importance,  they  at  lad  leave 
an  impreffion  which  becomes  a principle  of  atfion  in 
the  minds  of  fuch  as  do  not  examine  them. 

ihe  prefent  war  in  America  feems  to  have  pro-, 
ceeded  from  two  general  caufes ; an  exceffive  deiire 
of  dominion  in  government,  and  an  exceeding  great 
jealoufy  in  the  people  of  the  colonies,  of  minide- 
rial defigns  againd  their  natural  rights  and  liber- 
ties. It  cannot  be  djfputed  that  the  Jegiflature  in 
Great  Britan,  as  well  as  the  executive  power,  by 
modern  datutes  of  parliament,  which  had  all  the  ap- 
pearance of  l'elfiffinefs,  and  domination,  gave  diffident 
ground  of  jealoufy  to  the  colonies.  From  the  pre- 
tence of  expcnces  and  dilburferaents,  laid  out  for  th^ 
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defence  of  America,  the  government  of  the  mother 
country  claimed  a right  of  internal  taxation,  unknown 
to  the  Englilh  conftitution  ; and  proceeded  to  frame 
new  laws,  which  in  their  own  nature  declared  that 
the  foie  right  of  legiflation  remained  in  the  parliament 
of  England;  In  this  cafe  the  fubjeCts  of  the  empire  in 
that  weftern  part  of  the  world  were  confidered,  not 
as  other  fubgefts,  but  as  vaffals,  under  abfolute  autho- 
rity, to  a legiflature,  in  which  they  had  none  to  repre- 
fent  them,  and  who  were  not  under  fufficient  obliga- 
tions to  pay  regard  to  their  intereft.  The  late  war  with 
France  and  Spain,  had  added  an  enormous  weight  of 
debt  to  our  former  national  burdens,  and  the  peace 
that  was  but  lately  concluded  had  given  us  an  ad- 
dition of  territory,  without  making  us  any  richer  than 
we  were  before.  As  foon  as  peace  gave  the  nation 
time  to  refleft,  it  was  found  that  the  flattering  ideas  of 
conqueft  could  not  remove  the  feelings,  which  the 
preffure  of  fo  many  millions  of  debt,  had  impreffed  on 
our  national  conftitution.  It  was  expected  .that  our 
debts  would  have  been  leffened,  our  taxes  reduced, 
and  our  burdens  lightened ; but  the  hot  fever  of  war 
had  fo  relaxed  the  folids  of  the  body  politic,  and 
weakened  the  whole  frame  of  the  conftitution,  that 
the  nation  foon  after  the  ratification  of  the  peace,  ap- 
peared in  the  fecond  ftage  of  a confumption.  The 
conductors  of  the  laft  ftages  of  the  war,  who  had  only 
proceeded  upon  the  plan  which  a minifter,  the  glory 
of  his  country,  had  formed  before,  were  obliged  ig- 
nominioufly  to  drop  it,  for  want  of  credit  and  capacity 
to  carry  it  on  ; and  ratified  a peace  as  inglorious  as  the 
war  had  been  fuccefsful.  Though  an  indifferent  peace 
is  preferable  to  even  a fuccefsful  ftate  of  war,  yet  when 
a nation  is  laden  with  a burden  of  enormous  debt, 
contracted  for  its  own  dcfenceaaguinft  a perverfe  ene- 
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my,  wifdom  and  political  prudence,  will  certainly  vin* 
dicate  a nation,  in  making  their  enemies,  when  they 
are  in  their  power,  pay  as  much  of  the  debt  contratt- 
ed  as  it  is  poffible  to  obtain  from  them,  ^'he  nego- 
tiators of  the  peace  were  confidered  by  the  nation  as 
men  unfriendly  to  the  common  interefl,  andperfons, 
who,  when  they  were  fenftble  of  their  incapacity  to 
carry  on  the  war,  were  determined  to  conclude  a 
peace,  with  as  much  advantage  to  their  own  private 
interefl:  as  poffible.  Demands  which  might  hare  pro- 
tratted  a war,  which  they  neither  had  genius  nor  cre- 
dit to  carry  on,  were  induftrioufly  avoided,  and  the 
more  mild  requifitions  of  private  douceurs  were  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  adopted.  Whether  this  jealoufy 
of  the  nation  proceeded  from  a fufpicion  founded  in 
diftruft,  or  from  fignatures  which  implied  moral  cer- 
tainty, I will  not  pretend  to  determine  ; but  it  was  the 
general  opinion  of  the  people  at  that  period,  that  the 
French  miniflxy  purchafed  the  peace,  and  that  fome 
perfons  of  no  fmall  diftin&ion  in  England,  received  the 
price  thereof.  What  gave  more  weight  to  thefe  fuf- 
picions  of  the  people  on  this  occafion  was,  that  their 
favourite  minifter,  who  had  recovered  the  nation  from 
difgrace,  and  exalted  it  to  an  high  pitch  of  glory  and 
renown,  had  forfome  time  beendifplaced,  through  the 
influence  of  the  royal  favourite,  who  now  was  fup- 
pofed  to  manage  all  the  fprings  of  government.  It  is 
fo  feldom  that  a prime  minifter  is  univerfally  efteemed, 
that  when  fuch  a phenomenon  happens  in  the  politi- 
cal world,  it  mull  be  an  unpopular  aftion  in  a fore- 
reign,  to  turn  him  out  of  office.  Without  fetting  forth 
fome  confpicuons  acts  of  his  mal-adminiftration.  The 
whole  tranfa&ions  concerning  the  peace,  being  car- 
ried on  by  men  of  different  complexions  and  charac- 
ters from  their  former  minifter,  afforded  ground  of 
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fufpicion,  that  neither  the  fficlinations  of  the  fubjefts 
nor  the  intered  of  the  nation,  were  regarded  by  the 
Sovereign  and  his  miniders.  On  this  account,  many 
things  inconfident  with  candour  and  charity,  were 
furmifed,  and  oftentimes  publicly  affirmed,  for  which 
there  was  no  certain  proof,  nor  the  lead  public  evi- 
dence. It  will  not  from  hence  follow,  that  the  op- 
pofition  of  the  nation  to  the  meafures  of  the  minider, 
proceeded  from  a fpirit  of  faftion  and  relllefsnefs  ; 
for  while  the  people  faw  a man  at  the  helm  who 
knew  to  (leer  his  courfe  with  wifdom  and  fuccefs 
they  voluntarily  gave  both  him  and  his  mafter  all  due 
honour  and  applaufe.  They  couftdered  the  removal 
of  this  favourite  from  his  majedy’s  fervice  as  a public 
difrefpect  (hewn  to  the  national  approbation  ; and 
concluded,  that  fome  new  ideas  of  favouritifm  ruled 
in  the  cabinet,  unknown  in  the  two  former  reigns. 
It  was  faid  that  the  former  mirtifler  was  haughty,  that 
his  ambition  was  boundlefs,  that  he  wanted  to  rule 
both  the  king  and  the  nation,  and  that  he  had  not 
(hewn  that  rcfpe&to  his  fovereign  which  became  a fer- 
vant.  Thefe  refleflions  were  grounded  upon  his  re- 
futing to  ferve  jointly  in  the  cabinet,  and  in  the  mini- 
flry,  with  men  whole  principles  he  abhorred,  and  of 
whofe  abilities  he  had  no  opinion.  He  had  propofed 
to  reach  a blow  to  Spain  at  a time  when  her  beha- 
viour was  equivocal,  that  wrnuld  have  inilantly  made 
her  feel,  and  prevented  a tedious  war,  which  after- 
wards was  carried  on  at  a great  expence  of  blood  and 
treafure  : But  this  propofalwas  reje&edas  unfair  and 
ungenerous,  and  not  confident  with  the  laws  of  na- 
tions. Fruitlefs  queries  were  fent,  and  equivocal 
anfvvers  returned,  till  the  Spaniflt  (lota  arrived,  and 
then  the  court  of  Madrid  pulled  oft'  the  maik.  From 
this  Lord  Chatham  concluded,  that  it  was  impoffible 
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to  carry  on  a war  with  fuccefs,  or  to  manage  the  na- 
tional affairs  with  honour,  jointly  with  men,  who  either 
through  partiality  or  want  of  capacity,  were  on  every 
occafion  to  be  a clog  to  his  meafures  ; and  as  refpon- 
iibility  was  connefted  with  his  office,  he  found  it  dan- 
gerous to  unite  with  partners  who  would  be  ready  to 
impute  their  own  blunders  to  his  management,  and 
then  flielter  themfelves  under  the  protection  of  the 
royal  favour.  What,  therefore,  many  have  attributed 
to  his  pride,  would  rather  appear  to  have  proceeded 
from  his  fagacity,  and  his  difcernment  of  the  character 
of  thofe  that  were  propofed  to  be  joined  with  him  in 
the  management  of  public  affairs. 

The  difcontent  which  had  for  fome  time  raged  in 
the  nation  on  account  of  fo  difadvantageous  a peace, 
alter  a fuccefsful  war,  was  fcarcely  abated,  when  ano- 
ther alarm  was  given  by  a new  duty  impofed  o n cyder 
and  perry,  at  the  rate  of  four  fhillings  the  hoglhead. 

This,  though  as  reafonable  at  many  other  taxes  upon 
the  neceflaries  of  life,  raifed  a prodigious  ferment  in 
thofe  counties  in  England,  where  thefe  commodities 
are  in  the  greateff:  abundance.  Suoh  was  the  oppofi- 
tion  made  to  this  new  law,  that  the  legiflature  was 
obliged,  for  the  fake  of  the  quiet  of  the  nation,  three 
years  after,  to  repeal  it-  This  condefcenfion  of  the 
parliament  and  the  legiflative  powers,  though  it  af- 
fuaged  the  torrent  of  clamour  and  outrage,  which  was 
increafed  to  a great  pitch,  had  not  all  the  effefts  that 
might  have  been  expefted.  The  nation  confidered 
the  repeal  of  this  law  to  proceed  more  from  the 
weaknefs  of  the  miniffxy,  than  from  a fincere  defire 
in  the  legiflature  to  make  the  fubjefts  cafy  : The  re- 
funding this  aft  therefore,  rather  increafed  their 
prefumption,  than  conciliated  their  affeftions : They 
were  Hill  ready  to  join  in  new  clamours  when  the 
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finalleft  occafion  was  given.  When  minifters  of  (late 
once  fall  under  a fufpicion  of  behaving  in  an  arbitrary 
manner,  there  is  fcarcely  any  of  their  aCHons,  how- 
i over  innocent,  that  pafs  without  cenfure  from  thofe 
in  oppofition  : And  the  public  at  large,  who  are  al- 
ways jealous  of  their  own  liberties,  are  for  the  mod 
part  ready  to  fupport  fuch  as  appear  to  be  on  their 
fide. 

The  government,  fince  the  conclufion  of  the  peace, 
had  been  carting  about  and  projecting  feveral  fchemes, 
for  rairtng  a revenue  to  fupport  the  credit  of  the 
mother  country,  by  contriving  ways  and  means  to  rail’e 
Tutus  to  pay  the  intereft  of  the  national  debt  ; but  as 
the  number  of  penrtoners  were  not  reduced,  and 
many  enormous  Turns  were  paid  to  places  of  finecure, 
all  the  methods  that  had  as  yet  been  devifed  were 
found  ineffectual  to  anfwer  the  intentions  of  the  mini- 
ftry.  They  began  at  lart  to  turn  their  attention  to 
a new  fubjeCt,  which  in  conclufion  brought  on  difor- 
ders  in  the  empire,  and  has  at  lart  iflued  in  a civil  war 
and  the  revolt  of  thirteen  colonies.  As  the  merchants 
in  Britain  had  been  enriched  by  their  traffic  in  Ameri- 
ca, and  government  had  for  many  years  received  a 
Jarge  revenue  from  the  trade  of  that  country;  the  mini- 
rters  began  to  imagine  that  there  was  an  inexhauilible 
fund  of  riches  and  wealth  in  the  colonies,  to  anfwer 
their  prefent  purpofe,  as  well  as  to  be  adequate  for 
future  emergencies.  Without  examining  ftriCtiy  into 
the  confequences  which  might  follow  a too  precipitate 
determination  in  a point  fo  new  and  fo  delicate,  they 
agreed  to  raife  a new  revenue  in  the  colonies  from  an 
inland  taxation.  But  defore  they  proceeded  to  this 
dangerous  and  critical  point,  the  legiflature  of  Great 
Britain  in  1764,  impofe  a new  tax  upon  America, 
tp  the  amount  of  341,3  77 1-  os.  id.  1 Lis  was 
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to  be  totally  raifed  by  new  imports  and  duties  upon 
her  trade  and  commerce  ; and  though  the  i'everal  du- 
ties impofed  were  principally  raifed  from  articles  of 
luxury,  yet  this  law  was  a great  reftraint  upon  the 
trade  of  America.  But  what  is  the  word  part  of  this 
new  aft  of  parliament,  it  permits  litigious  informations 
and  law  fuits,  where  the  perfons  whofe  property  has 
been  unjurtly  feized,  have  no  damages,  provided  the 
court  {hall  determine  that  there  was  a probability  of 
the  charge  brought  againrt  them  being  true.  This 
Was  a mearttfo  give  an  handie  to  ill-natured  perfons, 
who  knew  they  were  in  no  danger,  to  diftrefs  innocent 
people,  and  put  them  to  a great  deal  of  unneceffary 
expences. 

There  is  one  proceeding  of  parliament  which  can- 
not be  reconciled  with  the  principles  of  either  jultice 
or  found  policy.  After  affeifing  all  the  foreign  articles 
of  luxury  imported  into  America,  they  proceeded  to 
reftrain  the  colonifts  from  exporting  their  fuperfluous 
commodities  to  the  Spanifla  and  French  colonies. 
This  trade,  which  had  been  formerly  winked  ar, 
though  not  ftriftlv  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  trade  and 
navigation,  was  of  great  advantage  to  both  the  colo- 
nies and  the  mother  country.  Thofe  articles  which 
would  have  been  as  lumber  upon  their  hands,  and 
could  not  have  been  ufeful  to  Great  Britain,  w'ere 
fold  to  the  Spaniards  and  French  for  ready  money,  or 
bartered  for  valuable  commodities,  for  which  there  is 
always  a demand  in  Europe.  This  enabled  the  colo- 
nies to  pay  their  bills  in  fpecie  to  the  merchants  at 
home,  or  to  afford  them  fuch  merchandize  as  was 
equivalent  to  ready  money.  The  advantage  in  this 
cafe  was  mutual,  and  both  Great  Britain  and  her  co- 
lonies were  profited  by  the  traffic.  What  were  the 
fecret  fprings  of  aftioa  which  moved  the  Britifh  legi- 

flaturc 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  WAR  IN  AMERICA. 


\ 

>3 

fixture  to  prefer  this  impolitic  ftatute,  is  not  eafy  to 
perceive,  unlefs  by  liftening  to  the  reports  of  Britilh 
Wefl-India  merchants,  who  might  conceive  that  it 
would  enable  the  French  and  Spaniards  to  underfell 
them  at  foreign  markets,  and  of  confequence  reduce 
their  profits,  they  were  feduced  to  give  way  to  their 
folicitations.  It  is  fufficiently  evident  that  this  trade 
was  a real  benefit  to  all  the  three  parties  concerned. 
In  the  time  of  war  it  had  been  carried  on  by  flags  of 
truce  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  as  a public 
benefit  to  both,  till  the  French  Wefl-India  iflands 
being  fliut  up  by  our  fleets,  it  was  conceived  that  the 
French  had  more  advantage  by  it  than  England,  and 
for  that  reafon  it  was  reftrained  as  a treafonable  prac- 
tice. But  this  laft  reafon  of  reftraint  had  no  exift- 
ence  after  the  peace  was  concluded,  and  ought  there- 
fore to  have  been  taken  off  inftead  of  receiving  freflx 
parliamentary  confirmation. 

Unreafonable  as  this  law  may  appear  to  be,  the 
method  of  putting  it  in  execution  was  ftilll  more  ab- 
i'urd  and  oppreflive.  A number  of  armed  cutters 
were  fitted  out  and  ftacioned  upon  the  coafts  of  Ame- 
rica, to  prevent  this  fuppofed  contraband  trade,  the 
captains  of  which  were  to  aft  in  the  charafter  of  reve- 
nue officers,  and  to  determine  what  {hips  were  liable 
to  the  penalties  of  this  aft,  and  what  exempt  from 
them.  The  greatefl  part  of  thefe  new  naval  re- 
venue officers,  were  totally  ftrangers  to  the  nature  of 
their  employment.  '1  hey  were  ready  frequently  to 
detain  fliips  which  came  not  within  the  defcription  of 
the  aft,  as  being  unacquainted  with  the  charafter  of 
the  commodities  with  which  they  were  loaded  : And 
by  unneceffary  detention  of  trading  veflels;  interrupted 
trade,  without  bringing  any  thing  into  the  treafury. 
When?  through  their  ignorance,  or  infolence,  a law- 
ful 
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ful  trader  was  injured,  it  was  not  eafy  to  obtain  re* 
drefs ; the  offenders  lived  upon  an  element  where  ju- 
ftice  and  law  has  often  little  influence  : and  when  they 
came  afliore,  it  was  in  bodies  too  numerous  to  be 
called  to  an  account  by  the  civil  officers  ; or  in  places 
where  their  a£Horis  were  not  cognizable  by  the  law, 
and  where  they  were  certain  they  fliould  not  meet 
their  accufers.  The  lords  of  the  admiralty,  or  of  the 
treafury,  in  England,  cojuld  only  remove  this  grie- 
vance ; but  confiaering  the  diftance  of  place,  and  the 
manner  of  application,  the  whole  trade  might  have 
been  ruined  before  redrefs  could  have  been  obtained. 

This  was  a grievance  which  the  American  fubjefls 
felt  feverely,  and  was  likely  to  produce  no  favourable 
ideas  in  their  minds  concerning  the  Britilh  legiflature. 

The  many  unjuff  a&s  of  violence  that  happened  on 
this  occafion,  tended  much  to  irritate  the  minds  of 
both  parties,  and  when  they  reprefented  their  cafes, 
it  was  frequently  with  great  acrimony  and  aggrava- 
tions. Self-intereft  had  a powerful  fway  on  botfy 
fides,  and  the  truth  was  not  eafily  difcovered  by  com- 
paring fuch  oppofite  reprefentations.  The  Engliflt 
parliament  might  have  eafily  forefeen  thefe  confe- 
quences,  had  they  not  been  infatuated  with  the  ideas 
of  revenue,  and  exafperated  by  fome  late  irritating 
events.  The  majority  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  but 
efpecially  the  miniflry,  were  yet  fmarting  fore,  from 
the  blows  they  had  received  from  the  North  Britain 
and  other  political  pafquinades.  A fecretary  of 
flate  had  been  alfo  the  year  before,  legally  fined  in  a 
court  of  juflice  in  the  penalty  of  a tlioufand  pounds, 
for  iffuing  a general  warrant,  which  government  was 
fuppofed  to  have  difburfed  ; and  confidering  the  low- 
nefs  of  the  exchequer,  every  fuch  touch  incrcafed  the 
painful  feelings  of  the  miniflry.  They  fecmedinaftare^ 
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of  diftraftion,  when  they  paffed  this  law  of  reftraint 
upon  the  trade  of  America  ; and  it  had  more  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  aft  of  political  fury,  than  the  marks 
of  judicious  legiflation.  It  could  anfwer  no  other 
purpofes  than  to  affert  the  dominion  of  parliament 
over  America,  and  to  irritate  the  colonies  againft  the 
mother  country.  Ever  lince  the  miniftry  of  Mr  Pitt, 

• the  nation  had  been  in  a ftate  of  confufion,  with  re- 
gard to  political  fentiments,  and  the  oppolkion  in  par- 
liament againft  Lord  Bute,  was  echoed  through  all 
England.  In  1 763  his  Lordfhip  refigned  his  office  as 
firft  lord  of  the  treafury,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Mr 
Grenville ; but  the  contentions  continued,  and  during 
this  new  miniftry,  political  animofity  came  to  a great 
height.  It  was  at  this  time  that  the  American  colonies 
began  to  feel  the  oppreffive  hand  of  the  mother  coun- 
try. She  had  not  only  prevented  the  Americans,  from 
procuring  the  neceffaries  of  life,  with  the  fuperfluities 
of  their  own  country,  but  obliged  them  to  make  pay- 
ment in  fpecie  to  the  exchequer  in  England  for  the 
duty  on  fuch  goods  as  they  were  allowed  to  trade  in. 
This  was  an  effeftual  method  of  draining  the  whole 
money  from  the  colonies,  and  leaving  them  nothing  for 
circulation : and  what  was  ftill  more  oppreffive,  two 
weeks  after  the  bill  now  mentioned  was  palled,  ano- 
ther was  preferred  to  hinder  the  diftreffed  colonies 
from  fupplying  the  demand  of  money  for  their  inter- 
nal neceffities  with  paper  bills  of  credit,  and  that  no 
fuch  bills  fliould  be  a legal  tender  for  payment ; to  this 
was  added  that  fuch  paper  bills  as  were  palling  in  cur- 
rency Ihould  after  a limited  time  be  called  in  and  funk. 
This  was  an  exertion  of  authority  beyond  all  bounds 
of  juftice  and  equity;  for  it  was  impoffible  that  the  A- 
mericans  without  trade,  money,  or  paper  credit,  could 
pay  any  thing  at  all.  It  was  indeed  affirmed  that  all 
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the  money  raifed  from  the  abovementioned  duties,  was 
to  be  applied  for  defraying  the  expences  of  protecting 
the  colonies  where  it  was  levied,  and  that  at  the  fame 
time  that  a law  was  made  to  reftrafn  the  increafe  of  pa- 
per currency,  feveral  new  laws  were  preferred  to  en- 
courage and  increafe  the  commerce  of  the  colonies 
with  the  mother  country.  The  laws  here  referred  to 
were,  anaft  forgranting  leave  for  a limited  time  for  car- 
rying rice  from  the  provinces  of  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia  to  other  parts  of  America,  on  paying  Bri- 
tilh  duties:  —an  aft  for  granting  a bounty  upon  the 
importation  of  hemp,  and  rough  and  undrefled  flax, 
from  the  American  colonies  into  Great  Britain;  and 
another  to  encourage  the  whale  fifliery  on  their  coafls. 
All  this  fuppofed  in  the  firfl:  inltance,  that  the  Ame- 
ricans were  either  not  judges  of  their  own  affairs,  or 
that  they  had  no  juff  or  legal  right  to  judge  of,  or  in- 
terfere with,  their  own  trade.  A more  abjett  and  fer- 
vile  fituation  can  fcarcely  well  be  imagined,  than  is 
implied  in  this  idea.  The  whole  of  this  proceeding 
implies  that  nothing  in  courfe  of  trade  and  commerce 
was  to  be  allowed  to  the  Americans,  except  what 
brought  immediate  profit,  and  advantage  to  Great- 
Britain.  The  laws  that  were  at  this  time  made  in 
behalf  of  the  colonies,  had  no  proportion  in  their  in- 
fluence, as  to  any  advantage,  in  comparifon  of  thofe 
reftraints  that  were  laid  upon  their  trade  by  the  other 
ftatutes.  The  effefts  of  the  one  were  flow  and  pro- 
greflive,  but  the  other  was  inflamaneous  and  imme- 
diately felt.  The  colonies  could  not  help  feeling  im- 
mediately the  effects  of  cramping  their  domeflic  bu- 
linefs,  and  foreign  commerce,  by  not  only  hindering 
them  from  receiving  money  from  flrangers,  for  their 
fuperfluitics,  to  fupply  their  immediate  calls,  but  for- 
bidding 
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bidding  them  to  make  any  at  home ; whereas  the  laws 
pretended  to  compenfate  thefe  difadvantages,  were 
both  uncertain  and  remote  in  their  effects;  fo  diftant 
that  it  might  be  many  years  before  any  benefit  could 
arife  from  them,  and  might  in  conclulion  produce  no 
effe&atall.  This  was  a partiality  in  the  legiflature, 
fuflicient  to  create  a jealoufy  in  the  minds  of  the  colo- 
nifts,  that  the  parliament  of  Britain  confideredthem  not 
as  fellow  fubjefts,  but  as  inferior  vaflals,  not  to  be  re- 
garded in  the  fame  manner  as  the  fubjefts  of  the  mo- 
ther country.  A people  that  arc  reftrained  from  gain- 
ing money  by  trading  with  others,  and  are  not  per- 
mitted to  have  any  of  their  own,  arc  in  fuch  a fituation 
as  the  conftitution  of  England  totally  difappvoVdS.  Un- 
Iefs  the  Americans  had  loft  all  fenfe  of  right  and  wrong, 
it  was  impoflible  but  they  fliould  have  confidered  thefe 
afts  of  the  legiflature  as  unjuft  and  opprcjfiyc. 

It  has  been  alledged  that  the  greateft  part  of  the 
money,  if  not  the  whole  of  it,  ariung  from  thefe  du- 
ties, would  return  to  the  colonies  to  pay  the  troops 
quartered  there  for  their  defence.  ' This  is  a mere 
allegation;  for  if  the  money  collected  from  duties  in 
America  had  been  intended  merely  for  paying  the 
troops  quartered  there,  there  was  no  occafion  to  fend 
it  to  the  Britifli  exchequer  to  rifle  the  danger  of  feas  in 
fending  it  back  again  to  America.  This  would  have 
been  a piece  of  meer  wantonnefs,  firft  to  djftrefs  the 
colonies  in  colle&ing  a revenue,  to  fliew  die  power  of 
the  Britifli  parliament,  and  then  to  order  the  money 
to  be  paid  to  the  troops  refiding  among  them.  It 
would  have  been  more  eafy  to  have  given  orders  to 
their  artemblies  to  have  paid  them  at  firft  hand,  with- 
out fo  much  rifk  and  unnccefiary  expence.  1 his  was 
fuch  a trial  of  the  affe&ions  of  die  colonies  jis  was  not 
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eafy  to  be  endured,  and  yet  they  bore  it  with  grea* 
patience.  Thefe  proceedings  in  the  parliament  had 
as  bad  an  effeCt  upon  the  mother  country  as  the  colo-- 
nies?  it  hindered  the  Americans  from  bringing  any 
cloathhig  from  England,  except  what  was  abfolutely 
neceflary,  and  made  them  enter  into  affociations  to 
encourage  manufactures  among  themfclves.  The  more 
fevere  the  laws  of  the  mother  country  towards  the 
Americans  were,  the  more  were  the  colonifts  united, 
and  the  more  they  exerted  all  their  vigour  to  bear  their 
prefent  burdens  with  fortitude.  It  was  a thing  not  at 
all  to  be  expe&ed,  that  the  colonies  out  of  mere  com- 
pliment to  Great  Britain,  Ihould  fubmit  to  perifh  for 
want  of  the  neceffaries  of  life,  when  they  had  a great 
abundance  within  themfelves.  Their  fufferings  al- 
ready were  of  the  fevered:  fort ; for  like  the  children  of 
Jacobin  the  land  of  bondage,  they  were  required  to 
make  brick  without  draw  ; — to  carry  on  trade  and 
manufactures,  without  either  money  or  paper  currency 
to  promote  their  courfe. 

It  was  eafy  to  perceive  the  effeCts  that  this  reftric- 
tion  upon  the  American  commerce  would  have  upon 
both  the  trade  and  revenue  of  the  mother  country  ; 
in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  goods  the  colonies 
manufactured  themfelves,  or  as  far  as  they  retrained 
themfelves  to  things  merely  neceflary,  fo  much  would 
the  trade  of  Great  Britain  dccreafe,  and  the  duty 
upon  goods  exported  to  America  be  leffcned.  It  has 
been  computed  that  the  colonies,  beddes  the  foreign 
goods  which  they  purchafed  from  our  merchants, 
took  annually  of  our  produce  and  manufactures  to 
the  amount  of  three  millions.  A very  great  multi- 
tude of  people  were  employed  in  manufacturing,  in 
buying, felling,  and  tranfporting  thefe  goods:  So  that 
from  the  fcwing  of  the  feeds,  till  they  were  landed  in 
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fome  port  id  America,  the  people  of  Great  Britaiu 
were  coaftaatly  employed,  and  in  conclulionwere  paid, 
by  the  colonies.  When  this  trade  was  flopped,  or 
when  it  did  not  go  on  in  its  proper  courfe,  it  is  natu- 
ral to  conceive  that  all  the  thoufands  who  were  em- 
• ployed  in  preparing  tliefe  manufactures,  muft  have 
fome  way  or  other  been  fupported  at  the  expence  of 
the  community,  as  it  was  impoflible  that  in  a flxort  time 
they  could  find  any  new  kind  of  employment  to  pur- 
foe.  This  was  at  one  ftroke  finking  off  from  bufinefs 
a multitude  of  ufeful  members  of  fociety,  and  throwing 
them  upon  the  public  for  prefent  fupply.  The  goyer- 
ment  could  not  help  feeling  the  effects  of  this  impolitic 
proceeding  by  a decreafe  of  revenue ; for  they  both 
loft  the  duty  payable  upon  the  goods  exported  to  A- 
merica,  and  the  import  duties  payable  on  goods  we 
received  from  foreign  countries,  in  return  for  what 
were  fent  them  by  the  colonies  ; and  however  fmall  all 
this  may  appear  to  fome,  it  could  not  but  amount  to 
more  than  any  thing  that  could  paffibly  be  railed  by 
the  unhappy  reftriClion. 

It  is  fomewhat  forprizing  that  the  wifdom  of  both 
the  miniftry  and  parliament  fhould  have  at  this  time  fo 
far  forfaken  them,  as  to  prefer  a law,  fo  abfurd  in  its 
own  nature,  and  ruinous  in  its  confequences ; which 
every  one  by  paying  the  fmalleft  attention  to  the  fub- 
jeCt,  might  have  eafily  difeerned  to  be  a dangerous  ex- 
pedient, as  well  as  an  irrational  project  for  railing  mo- 
ney. It  appears  to  have  been  a time  of  political  infa- 
tuation, and  the  minillry  were  bent  both  upon  their 
own  ruin  and  that  of  the  nation.  The  prefent  reign 
has  been  the  mofl  unfortunate,  for  unhappy  meafures  of 
government,  under  a good  conftitution  and  a religious 
fovereign,  of  any  fince  the  reign  of  Charles  the  firft. 
•*£ he  miniftry,  as  if  all  the  poflefoous  of  the  fobjects  in 
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America  had  been  totally  at  their  difpofal,  proceeded 
a Hep  ftill  farther  to  make  themfelves  ridiculous.  Be- 
fore they  had  enjoyed  the  profits  and  fruits  of  this  ob- 
noxious bill,  they  proceeded  to  another  fcheme,  preg- 
nant with  folly,  oppreffion,  and  defpotifm.  After 
having  laid  new  reftraints  on  the  traffic  of  the  colo-  * 
nies,  ftopt  their  fources  of  procuring  fpecie,  and  ren- 
dered their  paper  money  in  a great  meafure  ufelefs, 
they  proceeded  to  impofe  a new  tax,  unknown  and 
unheard  of  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic.  A bill 
was  brought  into  parliament,  and  paffed  both  houfes, 
for  laying  a duty  upon  ftamps  in  all  the  American 
colonies.  This  law  impofed  no  lefs  than  fifty-three 
different  forts  of  ftamps  and  other  duties  upon  the  co- 
lonies and  plantations  in  America,  fome  of  them 
extremely  exorbitant  and  heavy,  and  none  of  them; 
favourable  to  the  interefts  of  the  colonies  except  one, 
which  impofes  ten  pounds  per  flieet  upon  the  licenfes 
of  attornies,  folicitors,  and  counlellors  : This  would 

probably  have  been  a check  upon  the  progrefs  of  a 
profeffion,  which,  when  much  encouraged,  is  rather 
the  bane  than  the  benefit  of  fociety. — But  many  other 
articles  were  highly  oppreflive  and  burdenfome  to  the 
fubjeft. 

The 

/ 

* ABSTRACT  of  STAMP  DUTIES. 

(0  All  declarations,  picas,  replications,  rejoinders,  demurrers,  &c. 
in  courts  of  law  to  pay  3d.  per  flieet.  (2)  Special  bail  and  appearances 
in  the  faid  courts  25.  per  fheet.  (3)  Petitions,  bills,  anfwers,  claims, 
pleas,  replications,  rejoinders,  demurrers,  &c.  in  the  courts  of chancery, 
is.  6d.  per  fheet.  (4)  Copies  of  petitions,  bills,  £tc.  hi  the  faid  courts. 

3d.  per  fheet.  (5)  Monitions,  libels,  an  fevers,  allegatiuiB,  inventories, 
or  renunciations,  in  courts  exercifing  eccleliafticul  jurifdictiou,  13.  per 
fheet.  (6)  Copies  of  wills,  monitions,  &c.  in  the  faid  courts,  Cd.  per 
lh.-ct.  (7)  Donations,  presentations,  collations,  inftitutions,  regifters, 
entries,  tefliinoitials,  certificates  of  degrees,  2I.  per  fheet.  (H)  .Moni- 
tions, libels,  claims,  anfwers,  allegations,  informations,  letters  of 
reqaeft,  executions,  renunciations,  inventories  in  the  courts  of 
admiraby,  1 s,  per  fheet.  ( y ) Copies  of  filch,  &c.  6d.  per 
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The  tranfa&ions  in  the  Britift.  parliament  were  not 
fo  fecretly  carried  on  but  they  reached  America  be- 
fore they  were  ready  to  be  put  in  execution.  After 
this  ftamp  bill  was  read  in  parliament  the  firft  time,  be- 
fore it  was  read  a fecond  time,  a petition  was  offered 
■ to  the  Commons  by  Edward  Montague,  agent  for  the 
province  of  Virginia,  praying  to  take  their  unhappy 
circumftances  into  confideration  ; and  that  their  houfe 
of  burgeffes  might  be  continued  in  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges they  had  fo  long  enjoyed  ; and  they  might  be 
heard  by  their  council  againft  a bill  that  might  be  in- 
tended to  charge  ftamp  or  any  other  duties  on  the  co- 
lony of  Virginia.  A petition  was  alfo  offered  to  be 
prefented  by  the  governor  and  company  of  the  Eng- 
lilh  colony  of  Connefticut,  in  North  America,  praying 
that  the  colony  might  be  indulged  in  the  exercife  of 
the  power  of  laying  all  internal  taxes  on  the  faid  co- 
lony/ 

Ih  -ct.  (to)  Appeals,  writs  of  error  and  of  dower,  ad  quod  dcmnum. 
certiorari,  ilatute  merchant,  ilatnte  ftaple,  alterations,  certificates, 
exemplifications  of  records  or  proceedings  In  any  courts,  except  ap- 
peals, &c.  from  proceedings  before  a fingle  juflice,  jos.  per  fheet. 

(it)  Writs  of  covenant  or  of  entry,  attachment,  &c.  in  any  of  the  faid 
courts,  per  fheet.  (12)  Judgments,  decrees,  feotences,  dimif- 
lions,  records  of  nifi  prills,  or  poflea  in  any  of  the  courts,  4s.  per 
fheet.  { 13)  Affidavits,  common  bail  for  appearance,  interrogatory 
depofitious,  rule*,  orders,  warrants  of  court,  dedimns  pruteftatem, 
capias,  fubpsenas,  fummonfes,  compulfory  citations,  commiiiions,  recog- 
nu'ances,  is  per  flieet.  (14)  Licences,  appointments,  acimifiions  of 
cauiicellors,  folicitors.  See  to  practice  in  any  court.  10I.  per  flieet. 

( 1 <7 ) Bills  of  lading,  cockets,  clearances,  4d.  per  fheet.  (16)  Letters 
of  mart,  commiffions  for  private  fhips  of  war,  2»s.  Per  fheet.  ( 17 1 
Grants,  appointments,  admiflions  to  public  beneficial  offices,  &c,  of 
20I,  per  annum  value  or  upwards  (army,  navy,  judges,  and  jufticesof 
tiie  peace  excepted)  10s.  per  flieet.  (18)  Grants  of  liberties  privileges 
or  franebifes,  under  the  feal  of  any  of  the  colonies,  or  fign  manual  of 
any  governor.  Set.  or  any  exemplifications  thereof,  61.  per  fheet.  (19) 

Licences  for  retailing  fpirituotis  liquors  20s.  per  fheet.  (20)  Licence, 
for  retailing  wine  only  4I.  per  fheet.  (21)  Licences  for  retailing  wine, 
where  a licence  lias  been  granted  for  retailing  fpiriluous  liquors,  >1  per 
fheet.  (22)  Probates  of  wills,  letters  of  adminifbration  or  guardianfhip, 
tec.  on  tlie  continent,  and  the  Bermuda  and  Bahama  illanils,  5s.  per 

flieet, 

/ 
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jony,  and  that  the  refolution  of  that  houfe  in  the  laft 
fefiion  of  parliament,  might  not  be  carried  into  excr 
cation,  by  a bill  for  impofing  (lamp  duties  on  the  co* 
Jonies.  WilliamJMiddleton,  Efq. Daniel  Hughes,Efq. 
and  Jofeph  Nitt,  Efq.  alfo  offered  a petition  in  behalf 
of  themfelves,  and  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants,  owners ' 
of  property,  inhisMajefty’s  province  of  South  Caro- 
lina, praying  that  the  houft*  would  not  approve  of  any 
bill  that  might  be  offered,  charging  ftamp  duties  in  the 
province  of  Carolina.  A motion  was  made  with  re- 
lpett  to  each  of  thefe  queftions,  that  they  ftiould  be 
brought  in,  but  upon  each  of  the  queftions  refpeft- 
ively  a negative  was  put.  Upon  a divifion  it  was  car- 
ried by  245  againft  49  that  the  petitions  ftiould  not  bq 
heard.  The  bill,  after  going  through  all  its  ftages  and 
forms,  was  at  laft  paffed,  and  received  the  royal  fanc- 
tion. 

It 

fheet.  (23)  Probates,  letters  of  adminiftration  or  gnardianfhip,  in 
other  parts  of  America,  ios,  per  fheet.  (24)  Bonds  for  any  linn  not 
exceeding  10I.  on  the  continenl  and  iilands  of  Bermuda  and  Bahama, 
<6d.  per  fheet.  (2 r>)  Bonds  for  any  fum  above  loi,  ami  not  exceeding 
gol.  within  the  laid  places,  is.  per  flieet.  (26)  Bonds  for  any  fun?, 
above  20I.  ayd  not  exceeding  40I.  within  the  lame  places  is.  6d.  pec 
fheet.  (27)  Warrants  for  furveying  or  fetting  out  any  lands  not  ex- 
ceeding 100  acres,  6i\.  per  fheet.  (28)  Warrants  for  furveying  and 
fitting  out  any  laud  above  100  acres  and  not  exceeding  200,  is.  per 
flieet  {29)  Warrants  for  furveying  or  fetting  out  any  lauds  above  200 
acres  and  not  exceeding  300,  is.  6d.  per  fheet.  (30)  Original  grants,  or 
deeds,  mefne  conveyances,  &c.  of  lands  not  exceeding  100  acres  upon 
the  continents  or  iilands  of  Bermuda  and  Bahama,  is.  6d.  per  flieet. 
(31)  Original  grants,  &c.  of  lands  above  100  acres  and  not  exceeding 
200  in  the  faid  places  2S.  per  flieet.  (32)  Original  grants,  &c.  of 
land  above  200  acres,  and  not  exceeding  300  in  the  faid  places,  2s.  6d. 
per  fheet.  (33)  Original  grants,  &c.  of  lands  not  exceeding  100 
acres  within  all  other  parts  of  America,  3s.  per  flieet.  (34)  Original 
grants,  &c.  of  lands  above  100  acres,  and  not  exceeding  300  acres,  4s. 
per  fheet.  (35)  Grants,  appointments,  or  admiffions  to  any  pub- 
lic beneficial  office,  not  before  charged,  above  20I.  per  annum  value, 
or  exemplifications  thereof  (army,  navy,  and  Juflices  of  the  peace 
excepted  upon  the  continent,  or  Bermuda  and  Bahama  Blands, 
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It  muft  be  acknowledged  to  the  honour  of  the  Bri- 
tilh  parliament,  that  this  bill  did  not  pafs  without  op- 
poiition  ; the  friends  of  liberty,  and  of  the  conftitu- 
tion, — the  fincere  lovers  of  the  Brunfwick  family,  op- 
pofed  it,  in  all  its  flages,  and  offered  fuch  arguments 
againft  it  as  their  opponents  were  not  able  to  anfwer- 
The  jurifdi&ion  of  parliament  over  the  colonies,  was 
combated  with  arguments,  which  every  fober  perfou 
under  no  influence  except  truth,  muft  confefs  in  their 
hearts  to  be  forcible  and  concluflve.  It  was  argued  in 
behalf  of  the  colonies,  that  thofe  who  firft  planted 
them,  were  driven  from  their  native  country  by  violent 
perfecutions,  and  had  left  their  mothercountry  for  con- 
fluence fake,  at  their  own  rifque  and  expence  y that 
being  both  perfecuted  and  forfaken  by  her,  all  ties, 
except  what  ars  common  to  mankind,  were  diffolved 
between  them.  That  as  England  had  ceafed  to  give 

them 

4I.  per  flieet.  (36)  Grants  or  admiffion  to  liich  offices  in  any  other 
part  of  America,  61.  per  lheet.  (37)  Indentures,  leafts,  conveyances, 
contracts,  (lipulati  > ns— — of  fale,  charter-parties,  protefts,  articles 
of  apprentirelhip  or  covenants,  except  for  the  hiring  of  fcrvants  and 
other  matters  before  charged,  2s.  6d.  per  lheet.  ( 38  J Warrants  for  au- 
diting public  accounts,  beneficial  warrants,  orders,  grants,  certify 
•ates,  under  the  public  feal  or  fign  manual  of  the  governors,  &c.  r.ot 
before  charged  (paliports,  furrenders  of  offices,  policies  of  afliirance, 
warrants  for  the  navy  or  army  or  grants  of  offices  under  20I.  per  an. 
num  value  excepted)  5s.  per  (heet.  {39)  Notorial  afts,  bonds,  deeds, 
letters  of  attorney,  procuration,  mortgage,  releafe,  or  obligatory  in- 
ftrunient  (not  charged  before)  2s.  3d.  per  lheet.  (40)  Regifters,  en- 
tries or  inrollments  of  grants,  deeds  &c.  (before  charged)  3d.  per 
flieet.  (41)  Regifters,  entries  or  inrolments  of  grants,  deeds  &c.  (not 
before  charged)  2s.  per  lheet.  (42)  Duties  payable  upon  cards  and  dice, 
viz.  on  cards  is.  per  pack,  dice  10s.  per  pair.  (43)  Duties  on  pamph- 
lets, newfpapers,  viz.  pamphlets,  half  a flieet  or  iefs,  one  half-penny 
on  every  printed  copy ; larger  than  half  a lheet  and  not  exceeding  a 
whole  lheet,  id.  for  every  copy  ; being  larger  than  one  flieet  and  not  ex- 
ceeding 6 in  octavo  or  under,  or  not  exceediugi2  Iheets  in  quarto  or  20 
Iheets  in  folio,  is.  per  lheet  for  one  printed  copy  ; for  every  advertiie- 
ment  in  any  gazette  or  other  paper  2s.  for  every  almanack,  &c.  to  ferve 
for  one  year  4d.  for  every  almanack  to  ferve  for  feveral  years,  duties  to 
the  fame  amount  refpeSively  for  each  year  j on  inllrunieuts,  proceed- 
ings. 
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them  legal  prote&icm,  they  were  abfolved  from  all  dd- 
ty  of  obedience  to  her.  That  their  charters  only 
bound  them  to  the  common  duty  of  fubje&s,  to  the 
fovereign,  as  the  fupreme  head  of  the  empire,  but  did 
not  oblige  them  to  fubmic  to  the  dictates  of  the  legifla- 
ture,  in  which  they  had  no  (hare.  That  it  wras  un- 
reafonable  that  the  people  of  Britain  fhould  pretend 
to  exercife  rights  oyer  their  brethren  in  America, 
which  they  themfelve3  declare  to  be  opprellive  and 
illegal  at  home,  when  claimed  by  others  among 
them. 

It  ^as  further  urged  that  it  could  not  reafonably  be 
imagined  that  when  the  people  of  Great  Britain  con- 
tended with  the  crown,  for  the  fake  of  their  owtl 
rights,  that  they  confidered  it  might  be  lawful  for 
the  fovereign  to  ufurp  a power  over  others,  which 
they  denied  could  be  lawfully  exercifed  over  them* 
felves.  And  that  however  binding  their  charters 
might  have  been*  yet  as  they  had  been  deprived  of 
them  by  an  arbitrary  exertion  of  government,  which 
the  people  at  home  would  not  fuller,  they  ought  to  be 
(till  confidered  as  entitled  to  them,  and  the  benefits 
arifing  from  them ; that  as  their  charters  gave  them 
full  privilege  to  make  their  own  laws*  provided  they 
did  not  make  anv  contrary  to  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  the  Englifh  conftitution,  and  as  they  had  not 

, • , been 

lags,  &c.  aforefaid,  engrofled,  written,  or  printed,  in  any  other  than 
the  Englilh  language,  double  the  amount  of  the  refpefiive  duties  be- 
fore charged  thereon  ; On  clerks  fees,  or  apprentices  not  exceeding 

£ol.  a duty  of  fid.  for  every  20s.  fo  paid,  and  is.  on  every  20s.  exceed- 
ing <;ol.  The  penalties  in  cafe  of  non-obiervaocc  of  this  aft,  are  iteavy 
and  grievous  like  tlie  act  iifclf.  All  perfons  who  ihonld  lign,  write, 
or  fell  anything  that  was  liable  tp  be  llamped,  before  being  damped, 
was  to  be  fined  10I.  and  no  inlrrument  could  be  admitted  in  evidence, 
in  any  caufe,  unlefs  damped.  It  was  made  death  to  counterfeit  a damp* 
Inrolling  any  deed  unftampt,  tlie  fine  20I.  Coiuifellors  or  others,  neg- 
lefting  to  fi’.e  or  record  in  due  time,  any  matter  for  which  duty  is  paya- 
ble, the  forfeit  50I, 
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been  charged  with  any  fuch  mifdemeanours,  they  were 
undoubtedly  entitled  to  their  original  chartered  rights, 
of  Which  the  brll,  then  in  agitation,  was  a manifeft  per- 
Terfioh.  It  was  added  that  it  was  the  birth  right  of 
Tnglifhmen,  and  their  dependants,  not  to  be  taxed  by 
Wny  except  their  reprefentatives ; but  that  the  colonies 
Were  fb  far  from  being  reprefented  in  the  parliament 
t>f  Great  Britain,  that  they  were  not  virtually  reprefen- 
ted,  as  the  meaneft  inhabitants  of  the  mother  country 
were;  That  the  people  of  Ireland,  were  more  vir- 
tually reprefented  ia  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain, 
than  it  was  poffible  for  the  colonies  to  be ; that  many 
Irilh  gentlemen  and  peers  poffeffed  eftates  in  England, 
and  En’gliflimen  th  Ireland,  fo  that  there  were  numbers 
of  Iriflmoblemen  and  gentlemen,  in  b'othhoufes  of  par- 
liament, and  the  parliament  of  Britain  never  claimed  a 
Tight  to  tax  the  people  of  Ireland,  in  confequence  of 
this  virtual  reprefentation. 

It  was  objected  that  the  mother  country  had  given 
great  affiftance  to  the  colonies,  expended  great  fums 
of  money  i>n  protecting  them,  and  that  it  was  reafona- 
ble  to  tax  them  for  the  fake  of  being  reimburfed  for 
that  expence.  To  this  it  was  anfwered,  that  Britain 
either  aflifted  the  colonies  from  principles  of  humanity, 
or  with  a view  of  being  repaid ; if  from  principles  of 
humanity  and  brotherly  affeCtion,  their  liberty  was 
too  dear  a price  for  fuch  a favour  ; and  provided  they 
expected  to  be  repaid,  they  ought  firlt  to  fettle  ac~ 
compts,  and  fee  how  much  the  balance  was  that  was 
due  to  Great  Britain.  That  as  the  colonies  had 
frequently  affifted  the  mother  country,  and  fullered 
great  tofs  by  giving  Britain  an  exdulive  trade,  by 
which  they  were  prevented  from  felling  their  goods 
to  others  at  a much  higher  price  than  they  could  fell 
them  to  her,  and  were  obliged  to  buy  from  her  what 

D ' they 
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they  could  have  purchafed  much  cheaper  from  others; 
it  was  prefumed  that,  upon  a fair  reckoning,  the  ac- 
compts  would  appear  nearly  even,  and  there  would  be 
little  to  pay.  On  the  fide  of  government,  it  was  urged, 
that  the  colonies  had  fubnutted  to  laws  made  by  the 
mother  country  for  their  internal  government,  and 
that  the  Britilh  parliament  had  now  a preferiptive  right 
of  legiflation.  It  was  anfwered  that  this  could  no 
more  be  brought  a3  a precedent  again!!  the  colonies, 
than  againlt  England,  which  tamely  fubmitted  to  the 
arbitrary  dilates  of  King. Henry,  and  the  authority 
of  the  {tar-chamber  ; the  tyranny  of  many  being  as 
grievous  as  that  of  a fragle  perfon.  That  if  freedom 
was  due  to  thofe  who  had  fenl'e  enough  to  value  it, 
and  courage  to  expofe  themfelves  to  every  danger 
and  fatigue  to  acquire  it,  the  defeendants  of  thofe  who 
had  fullered  fo  much  in  the  wilds  of  America,  from 
dreadful  enemies,  were  better  entitled  to  it,  than 
their  brethren  in  Great  Britain*  But  it  was  urged 
again!!  the  arguments  drawn  from;their  charters,  that 
all  the  corporations  in  England  might  plead  the  privi- 
leges of  their  charters,  to  be  exempted  from  parlia- 
mentary laxation.  But  this,  of  all  other  arguments, 
was  the  mod  frivolous  and  infignificant.  The  corpo- 
rations in  England  fend  members  to  parliament,- and 
are  reprefeuted,  and  many  of  them  received  their 
charters  foj*  that  very  purpofe  ; they  therefore  make 
their  own  laws,  which  makes  the  cafes,  very  unlike  to 
one  another. 

There  is  one  argument  which  the  writer  of  the 
hiftorical  part  of  the  Annual  Regijler  offers  againlt 
the  claim  of  the  Americans,  to  be  reprtfenred  in  the 
Britilh  parliament,  which  at  firlt  view  has  more  force 
than  feveral  others,  and  it  is  founded  upon  their 
keeping  of  Haves.  He  imagines  it  would  not  be  fafe 

to 
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to  trufi:  men  with  making  of  laws,  who  have  beenac- 
cultomed  to  have  an  unlimited  right  over  the  lives  and 
liberties  of  others.  This  is  undoubtedly  true  ; but  1 
am  afraid  that  this  will  exclude  a great  number  in  Eng- 
land from  being  reprefented  in  the  Britilh  parliament. 
If  there  is  any  truth  at  all  in  the  flories  of  the  Have 
trade,  there  are  not  a few  in  Britain  that  are  concern- 
ed in  it,  to  their  difgrace  ; ar.d  whatever  colonies  con- 
tinue in  the  pra&ice  they  will  not  iong  enjoy  their  li- 
berty.— But  the  colonies  do  not  defire  to  be  repre- 
fented in  the  Britilh  parliament  ; they  only  want  to 
have  their  own  reprefentatives  at  home,  and  to  make 
laws  for  themfelves,  as  we  do  in  England.  It  would 
be  unreafcnable  for  them  to  expeft  to  be  reprefented 
in  the  parliament  of  England.  But  this  is  not  any 
part  of  the  controverfy.  The  above  writer  feems  to 
hint  that  Britain  Ihould  claim  a right  to  make  laws  to 
the  Americans,  becaufe  they  are  unfit  to  make  laws  to 
themfelves,  for  want  of  feelings  of  humanity  ; and  that 
•this  entitles  Britain  to  an  abfolute  right  of  empire 
over  the  colonies.  If  this  argument  were  fairly  ana- 
lyfed,  it  wrnuld  be  found  to  go  a great  length,  and 
much  farther  than  the  writer  feems  to  intend  ; for  it 
fuppofes  that  all  the  colonies  are  alike  in  this  refpeft, 
which  is  contrary  to  fatt,  and  alfo  that  the  parliament 
of  England  ought  to  have  abfolute  empire  over  a peo- 
ple whom  they  encourage  in  a trade  that  makes  them 
fubjett  to  flavery.  It  is  very  manifeft  that  if  thofe 
whom  he  has  confined  to  the  abfolute  empire  of  the 
Britilh  legiflature,  were  to  come  to  England,  they 
could  not  be  denied  a (hare  in  the  government  of  this 
country,  provided  they  had  property  to  qualify  them ; 
and  fuppofe  they  employed  thouf  mds  in  the  Have 
trade,  it  would  be  no  objeftjon  to  their  fitting  in  par- 
liament. J3ut-it  is  a point  to  be  fuberly  confidered, 

whether 
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whether  Great  Britain  is  not  as  guilty  as  Virginia  i« 
this  particular  $ for  amongfl  all  the  laws  for  regulating 
the  trade  of  the  colonies,  the  Britifli  parliament  has 
not  yet  made  a law  againfl  this  mod  infamous  traf- 
fic. It  is  np  uncommon  thing  to  fee  a Britiili  member 
of  parliament  have  his  Niger  Jlave  following  him, 
which  plainly  iliews  that  this  pra&ice,  is  not  peculiar 
to  America.  The  firft  fettlers  who  went  to  America, 
knew  nothing  of  this  bufinefs.  It  began  in  fome  other 
place  where  it  does  not  difqualify  men  from  being  re-  . 
prefented. 

The  miniflry  at  this  time,  whatever  their  intentions 
were,  afted  very  impolitically : They  afted  with  a 

great  degree  of  pofitivenefs,  yet  wavered  in  purfuing 
their  meafures.  They,  would  neither  give  op  their 
plans,  nor  would  they  purfue  them  with  firmnefs  : their 
whole  defigns  were  known  over  all  America,  before 
ever  they  were  able  to  execute. them. 

While  our  miniflry  and  parliament  were  delibera- 
ting concerning  the  methods  to  purfue  the  fiamp-a<5!* 
the  leaders  among  the  American  colonies  had  time  td 
paint  it,  in  the  mod  formidable  point  of  light,  to  the 
lower  ranks  of  people,  and  to  kindle  a flame  in  their 
tempers  againfl  it,  that  neither  the  art  nor  power  of 
the  King’s  miniflers  were  afterwards  able  to  quench; 
Wherever  the  news  of  this  impolitic  and  opprefiivc 
law  reached,  it  fpread  difcontent  like  a conflagration, 
and  blazed  from  one  colony  to  another.  The  temr 
pers  of  all  the  colonies  being  alike  affefted,  it  was 
eafy  to  ftir  up  the  fame  averfion  in  them  all,  againfl  a 
law  which  was  again!!  their  interefl,  and  had  much 
the  appearance  of  oppreffion.  One  thing  with  which 
the  miniflry  then,  and  fince  have  deceived  themfelves, 
is,  that  they  were  perfuaded  that  the  averfion  to  this 
law  was  not  univerfal : It  was  aUedged  that  only  a few 
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qf  the  cQloaies,  and  but  feme  in  each  of  them,  were 
difpofed  to  purfue  oppofition,  or  that  like  the  people 
*t  home,  they  would- raife  a little  clamour  for  a feafon, 
and  then  fubtnit  to  the  authority  of  the  mother  coun- 
try, in  the  point  of  taxation,  This  was  only  i'urmife, 
without  any  real  fhadow  of  foundation,  or  fo  much 
as  a partial  under  handing  of  the  temper  of  the  color 
nies,  which  ought  to  have  been  fully  investigated  be- 
fore fuch  a dangerous  expedient  had  been  tried.  The 
managers  at  home  appear  to  have  been  ignorant  of 
the  real  hate  and  difpofnion  of  the  colonifts,  and  feera 
to^have  judged  of  a people,  not  yet  corrupted  with 
hixury,  nor  initiated  in  a fyftem  of  dilCpation,  front 
the  examples  they  had  obferved  in  the  mother  coum- 
try,  where  corruption  and  venality  is  almod  univerfal. 
|n  this  they  were  greatly  miitaken,  and  found  by 
experience,  that  a people  that  hill  retained  the  fpirif 
and  temper  of  the  lad  century,  and  where  in  many  ref- 
pefts  formed  upon  the  j riaciples  of  their  aneeftors, 
were  not  to  be  managed  in  the  fame  manner  as  people 
rendered foft  and  effeminate,  by  importing  the  luxuries 
and  vices  of  all  nations  under  the  fun.  The  mi- 
niftjfy  were  unfortunate  in  the  beginning  of  this 
fcheme,  and  unfuccefsful  in  the  conclufion  of  it,  The 
news  o.f  paffmg  the  damp  aft  came  firft  to  New  Eng- 
land, a colony  the  mod  tenacious  of  their  liberty,  and 
jealous  to  the  lad  degree  of  every  appearance  of  del- 
potifm.  This  colony  confidered  itfelf  as  the  offspring 
of  progenitors,  who  had  differed  both  feverely  and 
unjudly  at  the  hands  of  the  mother  country,  and 
who  had  afferted  their  natural  rights  and  privileges  at 
the  rifque  of  their  lives,  and  the  expence  of  much 
blood.  They  had  not  forgot  how  their  fathers  had, 
for  the  fake  of  civil  and  religious  liberty , fled  to  a 
wilderoefs*  which  they  had  now  converted  into  a 
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fruitful  field,  from  an  intolerable  fpiritual  perfection, 
which  could  not  be  borne,  and  they  were  not  difpofed 
to  furrender  the  fruits  of  their  own  labour,  and  that 
of  their  anceftors  to  the  children  of  thofe,  that  had 
banifiied  their  fathers  from  their  native  country.  The 
firft  colonifts  fucceeded  in  their  undertakings  without 
miy  expence  or  charge  to  the  flate,  which  was  acknow* 
ledged  by  a vote  of  the  houfe  of  commons  as  early  as 
1642;  and  it  was  not  to  be  expefted  that  their  chil- 
dren were  tamely  to  give  up  rights,  that  were  both 
founded  in  nature,  and  the  principles  of  common  juf, 
tice. 

When  the  news  of  the  ftamp  aft  having  received 
the  royal  fignature,  reached  New  England,  the  me- 
lancholy that  had  taken  pofiellion  of  their  minds  be- 
fore, upon  hearing  that  it  was  voted  a proper  meafure 
to  lay  it  upon  them,  broke  out  into  fury  and  outrage.  > 
The  {hips  in  the  harbours  hung  out  their  colours  half 
mart  high,  in  token  of  deep  mourning;  the  bells  were 
muffled ; the  aft  was  printed  with  a death’s  head  to 
it,  in  the  place  where  it  is  cuftomary  to  affix  the  new 
afts  of  parliament,  and  called  publicly  about  the  ftreets, 
by  the  name  of  the  Folly  of  England , and  the  the  ruin 
of  America.  Several  effays  were  written,  not  only  a - 
gainft  the  expediency,  but  againft  the  juftice,  of  this 
law,  in  feveral  news-papers:  one  in  particular  had  the 
title  of  the  Con/litutional  Courant,  containing  matters 
interefting  to  liberty,  and  no  wile  repugnant  to  loyal- 
ty, printed  by  Andrew  Marvel,  at  thefign  of  the  Bribe 
Refufed,  on  Conftitntional  Hill,  North  America. 
This  had  a more  fignificant  frontifpiece  than  any  of 
the  reft:  It  had  a fnake  cut  in  pieces  with  the  initial 
letters  of  the  names  of  the  feveral  colonies,  from  New- 
England  to  South  Carolina,  inclufively,  fixed  to  each 
piece,  and  above  them  Join  or  Die.  To  thefe  were 
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added feveral  charafters,  and  fententious  aphorifms  ,• 
fuited  to  the  occafiofo,  which  were  eafily  circulated, 
and  as  eafily  committed  to  memory  ; and  being  ex- 
ceedingly expreffive,  they  had  all  the  force  of  a great 
many  arguments.  Many  of  thefe  papers  were  writ- 
ten with  great  acrimony,  and  threw  forth  fevere  re- 
flexions againft  the  Britilh  miniftry,  and , the  leaders 
in  thefe  impolitic  and  arbitrary  meafures  ; and  it  mud 
be  granted  by  every  judicious  and  candid  perfon*  that 
they  had  great  provocation.  There  were  two  things 
exceedingly  grievous  in  this  aft  to  the  colonies.  The 
.flrft  was,  that  the  perfons  that  afted  under  this  law* 
had  it  in  their  power  to  bring  an  aftion,  the  caufe  of 
which  had  arifen  at  one  extremity  of  North  America, 
to  the  other,  at  the  diftance  of  near  two  thoufand 
miles,  without  the  traders  being  entitled  to  recover 
damages,  in  cafe  the  judge  ffiould  certify  that  there 
was  any  probable  caufe  for  the  profecution.  The 
fecond  was,  the  judge  had  an  intereft  in  giving  a fen- 
tence  in  favour  of  the  party  fuing  for  the  penalties  of 
the  aX,  by  being  allowed,  by  way  of  commiflion,  a 
very  large  fliare  in  thefe  penalties.  This  was  injuf- 
tice  that  the  greated  flaves  could  not  eafily  endure 
without  murmuring  j and  it  was  not  to  be  expefted 
that  a free  people,  who  have  the  mod  drift  ideas  of 
liberty,  would,  without  repining,  fubmit  to  fuch  fla- 
grant opprelhon  and  tyranny.  By  the  time  the  aft 
reached  the  colonies,  they  were  wrought  up  to  the 
highefl  pitch  of  averfion  againfl  it,  and  treated  it  with 
the  greated  contempt : In  many  places  it  was  publicly 
burnt,  together  with  the  effigies  of  the  chief  promo- 
ters thereof,  who,  provided  they  had  been  prefent, 
would  have  met  with  an  abundant  difgrace.  On  the 
other  hand  they  praifed  and  applauded,  with  eulo- 
giums  of  the  highed  drain,  the  perfons  who  had  op- 
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pofed  this  obnoxious  bill.  la  feveral  of  their  niceri 
ings  they  voted  thanks  to  General  Conway  and  Colo- 
nel Barre,  two  gentlemen  who  had  ufed  their  infill* 
ence  to  prevent  this  arbitrary  ftacute,  in  the  Britifh 
houfe  of  commons.  Their  fpeeches  agaifidit,  and  theif 
piftures  were  requefted  from  England  ) the  piftures  to 
be  hung  up  in  their  places  of  meeting,  and  the 
fpeeches  to  be  infected  in  the  books  defigned  to  re- 
cord their  principal  trartfaftibns.  : 

The  government  was  now  much  embarraffed  hot# 
to  have  this  new  aft  put  into  execution  ; for  when  the 
tidings  of  this  difcontent  in  America  arrived  in  Eng* 
land*  there  were  but  few  mafters  of  ftiips  found,  who 
were  willing  to  take  on  board  fuch  an  obnoxious  and 
Unpopular  cargo  ; and  it  was  foofi  difcovered  that  thib 
precaution  Was  founded  in  prudence,  and  the'  princiy 
pies  of  felf-prefervation.  Such  as  were  fo  adventurous 
as  to  carry  any  quantity  of  thefe  tickets  of  taxatrOirto 
America,  were  made  fadly  to  repent,  when  they  ar- 
rived at  their  deftined  port  $ where,  to  fave  their 
treffels  from  fife,  and  themfelves  from  an  ignominious 
death,  the  mod  of  thefe  adventurers  were  obliged  to 
deliver  up  their  execrated  cargoes  into  the  hands  of 
tile  enfaged  populate,  to  be  treated  With  as  much  ig- 
nominy as  the  aftitfelf  had  been  treated  before:— - 
Others  were  obliged  to  flicker  themfelves  under  fuch 
of  the  King’s  (hips,  as  happened  to  be  neared  to  pro- 
teft  them.  The  glorious  harved  that  was  nowexpeft- 
ed  to  be  reaped  by  Englifh  tax-gatherers,  to  befent 
over  to  colleft  this  revenue,  was  by  this  dorm  footi 
bladed,  andthofe  gentlemen  who  came  from  England 
with  commifSons  to  aft  as  didributors  of  damps,  were 
made  to  repent  feverely  of  engaging  in  fuch  an  enter- 
prize.  Many  of  them  were  made  to  renounce,  now 
and  for  ever,  in  the  mod  public  manner,  and  upon 
i oath 
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oath,  all  manner  of  concern  in  them,  and  others  cau- 
tioufly  returned  to  the  places  from  whence  they  came; 
While  fome  of  a more  froward  difpofition,  and  perill- 
ed ftrenuoufly  in  putting  the  aft  in  execution,  were 
treated  by  the  people  as  enemies  of  their  country, 
who  meant  to  enflave  America  for.  the  fake  of  paltry 
emoluments  from  the  court  of  Britain.  Some  of  this 
chara&er  were  feverely  handled ; their  houfes  were 
burnt,  aftd  their  effefts  plundered  and  deflroycd  ; and 
fiich  was  the  rage  of  the  multitude  againd  this  unpo- 
pular and  oppreffive  datute,  that  fome  who  had 
been  appointed  without  their  cedent  or  folicitation, 
to  fuperintend  the  diftribution  of  the  damped  paper, 
by  virtue  of  their  bearing  the  office  of  governors,  ' 
were  treated  in  the  fame  manner,  and  with  the  like 
feverity.  Mr  Hutchinfou  who  was  fufpefted,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  belt  accounts,  not  without  reafon,  of 
mifreprefeating  the  colonies  in  his  letters  to  govern- 
ment, was  feverely  ufed.  The  people  obliged  him 
to  deliver  up  copies  of  his  own  letters  which  he  had 
fent  to  England,  and  by  this  means  made  him  evidence 
againd  himfelt.  This  was  as  illegal  as  the  general 
Warrant,  that  was  iffued  by  a fecrctary  of  date  againd 
Mr  Wilkes,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  colo- 
nies on  this  occafion  formed  their  praftice  upon  fome 
modern  Britiffi  precedents,  pretended  to  have  been 
nfed  through  the  law  of  neceffiry.  Had  the  .Ameri- 
cans at  this  time  been  in  the  fame  fituation  with  the 
fubjefts  of  the  mother-country,  and  agreed  by  repre- 
fentarion  to  the  framing  of  this  law,  their  prefent 
proceedings  would  have  been  traitorous  and  rebellious  ; 
but  as  all  was  done  without  their  confcnt,  and  con- 
trary to  the  edential  conditution  of  the  empire,  their 
conduft  may  be  accounted  rafh  and  fevere,  but  cannot 
be  lawfully  pronounced  treafen  or  rebellion..  People  in 
< E this 
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this  coutry  who  are  partly  felf-interefled,  and  Ire 
alfo  at  a distance  from  the  fcene  of  aftion,  are  ready 
to  cenfure  the  colonifts  more  through  partiality  and 
attachment  to  fome  party,  than  from  a principle  of 
judgment  and  true  difcernment : Had  they  been  in 
the  fame  fituation,  they  would  have  probably  deter- 
mined otherwife. 

The  colonifts  fbcwed  that  they  were  determined 
not  to  fubmit  to  the  (lamp  aft  upon  any  account ; for 
when  fhips  which  came  from  thefe  colonies  that  had 
fubmitted  to  this  law,  brought  ftamps  to  the  cuftom- 
houfes,  for  the  fake  of  their  own  vindication,  they 
were  feized  and  ftuck  up  in  taverns  and  coft'ee-houfes 
in  fcorn,  and  afterwards  committed  to  the  flames 
with  the  ufuai  ceremony.  This  was  not  merely  the 
device  and  operation  of  a fickle  mob  of  unthinking 
people  : Perfons  of  wijdom  and  character  were  con- 
cerned both  in  the.  plan  and  its  operation,-  and  fre- 
quently mingled  with  the  populace,  to  direct  the  exe- 
cution of  their  main  defign.  Some  of  the  leading  men 
in  the  oppofition,  not  only  countenanced  the  people 
in  their  outrages  againfl:  this  aft,  privately,  but  fome 
of  them  gave  an  open  defiance  to  the  authority  that 
impofed  this  .aft,  by  publicly  advertifing  that  thofe 
who  were  employed  to  enforce  that  law,  might  five 
themfelves  the  trouble  of  applying  to  them,  for  they 
were  refolved  not  to  pay  any  duty,  except  what  was 
laid  on  by  their  reprefentatives-  The  provincial  af- 
femblies  were  tof  the  fame  fentiments  with  the  many 
individuals,  in  the  oppofition,  which  they  at  fiift 
fliewed,  by  declining  giving  the  governors  any  advice 
concerning  their  behaviour,  in  fuch  a critical  junc- 
ture of  affairs : They  knew  that  without  their  affift- 
ance  and  concurrence,  the  governors  could  not  pro- 
ceed far,  and  were  determined  to  give  them  no  aid  in 
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executing  a law  which  they  confidered  as  altogether 
tinconftitutional.  Some  of  the  governors  of  the  pro- 
vinces, and  the  provincial  affemblies,  were  not  very 
cordial  in  their  affections  to  one  another ; they  pro- 
ceeded upon  different  principles,  and  were  influenced 
by  different  ideas  of  intereft.  The  governors  who 
bad  formerly  had  their  falaries  paid  by  the  provinces. 
Were  now  paid  by  the  crown,  which  gave  them  a bias 
towards  the  fide  of  the  miniftry,  which  was  not  always 
confident  with  the  advantage  of  the  colonies.  While 
the  governors  were  paid  by  the  provinces,  the  colo- 
nifts  were  often  ready  to  reward  their  good  fervices, 
with  Angular  tokens  of  favour  and  efteem,  which  made 
the  legiflative  part  of  the  conftitution,  and  that  of  the 
executive,  keep  up  a good  underftanding  with  one 
another  ; but  when  their  interefts  were  feparated, 
their  affeftions  fopn  became  difunited,  and  frequently 
the  governors  difapproved  what  the  affemblies  were 
pleafed  to  recommend.  This  in  procefs  of  time  cre- 
ated jarring  between  the  houfes  of  reprefen tatives 
and  their  governors,  which  had  proceeded  to  an  un- 
charitable length  about  the  time  of  the  ftamp  adt. 
Thefe  affemblies  were  not  difpleafed  to  fee  men  em- 
barraffed  in  the  execution  of  an  office,’  which  they 
confidered  as  not  difcharged  for  the  purpofe  of  its 
firft  inftitution.  They  therefore  gave  them  very 
fmall  afliftance  on  this  prefling  occafion.  They  difa- 
vowedthe  riotuous  proceedings  of  the  multitude,  and 
went  fo  far  as  to  promife  rewards  for  feizing  the  riot- 
ers who  had  plundered  the  houfe  of  one  of  their  chief 
juftices,  who  was  obliged  to  appear  on  the  feat  of 
juftice  without  the  infignia  of  his  office,  and  the 
badges  of  his  authority.  When  fome  of  thefe  rioters 
were  brought  to  their  trial,  the  juries  would  not  pro- 
ceed fo  far  as  the  friends  of  the  ftamp  adt  were  inclined 
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they  {hould.  The  writer  of  the  Anuual  Regifter  af< 
firms  that  they  could  be  brought  to  condemn  them  no 
farther  than  decency  required,  and  would  not  promife 
to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  government  fo  far  as  to 
prevent  commotions  about  the  fiamp-aft ; nor  did  they 
account  thefe  commotions  were  objefts  of  military  re- 
ftraint.  When  once  a controverfy  is  begun,  there  are 
often  errors  on  both  fides,  and  there  is  no  queftion 
bur  the  colonifts  did  fcveral  things  that  they  ought  not 
to  have  done  * ; but  when  the  reafons  and  caufes  of 
their  oppofition  to  this  law  are  confidered,  it  mud  be 
allowed  that  their  provocations  were  not  fmall.  It 
may  be  eafy  for  perfons  who  are  biafled  by  intereft 
and  party  attachments,  to  form  a fpecious-  Ihew  of  rea- 
foning  to  condemn  the  colonifts,  and  vindicate  thd  go-: 
vernment  of  this  country  ; but  an  impartial  hiftorian 
with  nothing  but  truth  in  his  eye,  will  be  obliged  to 
draw  his  inferences  from  pure  fafts,  and  the  natural 
reafons  of  them,  without  paying  any  regard  to  party 
or  perfuafions. 

On  this  occafion,  when  the  debates  and  quarrels 
of  the  parties  ran  very  high,  fome  perfons,  from  caution 
or  fome  other  princciple,  privately  fpiked  up  the  can- 
non belonging  to  the  forts  and  {hip-yards,  left  any  ufe 
{hould  be  made  of  them  by  either  party  ; and  though 
this  might  be  conftru  ed  an  illegal'interference  with 
his  Majefty’s  (lores  and  arms,  was  a ready  mean  to  pre- 
vent bloodftied  in  cafe  of  a fudden  rencounter,  through 
the  irritation  of  party  fpirit.  What  was  determined 
in  the  provincial  aflemblies,  with  regard  to  the  ftamp- 
a<ft,  was  approved  by  feveral  aflemblies  of  the  prin- 
cipal 

* The  plundering  of  Governor.  Hutchinfon’s  lioufe  on  the  ittli  of 
Auguft,  was  cruel,  barbarous,  and  unjull.  His  papers  were  all  burnt, 
his  lioufe  unroofed,  and  all  his  flotlics,  with  thofe  of  his  daughter  aw! 
% filter,  were  taken  away, 
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cipal  inhabitants  of  fome  places,  who  inftru&ed  their 
reprefentatives  not  to  agree  in  any  meafures  for  the 
protection  of  the  ftamp  papers,  or  ftamp  officers. 
They  granted  there  had  been  fome  tumults  and  difor- 
ders  on  that  account,  but  that  thefe  muft  be  laid  to 
the  charge  of  thofe  who  wanted  to  urge  unconftitu- 
tipnai  laws  upon  them,  contrary  to  their  charters,  and 
their  rights  as  Englifli  fubjeCis,  who  ought  to  enjoy 
the  equal  privileges  of  the  empire  in  making  their  own 
laws,  and  taxing  themfelves.  They  alfo  cautioned 
their  reprefentatives  againft  all  unconflitutional  drafts 
on  the  public  treafury,  for  fear  that  the  governors 
fhould  endeavour  to  ftrengthen  their  hands  by  tha 
means,  without  their  confent.  Thefe  wefe  proceed, 
ings  wtoich,  though  at  firft  view  they  may  appear  pre- 
cipitate and  too  determined,  argued  yet  a political  fore- 
fight, which  fhewed  they  were  not  difpofed  to  trifle. 
The  general  affemblies  proceeded  ftiil  further.  In- 
ftead  of  winking  at  the  oppofition  of  the  people,  they 
fcegan  to  patronize  it,  and  in  exprefs  terms,  affirmed 
that  the  Britifli  legiflature  had  no  right  to  tax  them. 
This  had  been  often  aflerted,  and  even  proved  by  the 
ftrongeft  arguments,  to  be  founded  in  rea  fon  and  the 
Britifli  conftitution.  It  was  granted  that  they  were 
fubjefts  of  the  empire  under  one  fovereign,or  one  exer 
cutive  power;  but  that  they  had  as  good  a right  to 
make  their  own  laws  as  the  fubjefts  at  home,  and  that 
none  but  themfelves  had  a right  to  give  away  theirpro- 
perty.  They  came  at  laft  to  a refolution  to  petition 
the  legiflature  of  Britain  againft  the  ftamp  ad,  and 
pleaded  their  incapacity  to  pay  any  fuch  tax  as  was 
now  impofed  upon  them ; but  at  the  fame  time  they 
afked  the  favour,  they  did  not  acknowledge  that  they 
were  dependent  upon  the  parliament  of  Britain.  This 
• • was 
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was  confidered  as  only  alking  a favour  of  equals,  with- 
out making  the  fubmiffion  the  parliament  required, 
which  rendered  their  petition  offenfive  to  the  majority 
of  the  legiflature.  From  the  manner  of  their  proceed- 
ings, fome  wife  men  forefaw  what  would  be  the  con- 
fequence  of  the  mother  country’s  afferting  a right  of 
legiflation  over  the  colonifts ; they  oppofed  the  (lamp 
aft  becaufe  they  confidered  it  both  unconftitutional  in 
its  nature,  and  detrimental  to  the  real  interqft  of  the  em- 
pire. 

On  this  trying  occafion  the  colonifts  were  not 
wanting  to  themfelves  in  any  meafure  that  might  pro- 
mote unanimity  of  defigns  and  execution  in  the 
different  colonies:  They  formed  affociations,  and  ap- 
pointed committes,  for  the  fake  of  a general  oorref- 
pondence  in  carrying  on  the  common  affairs  of  the 
whole  body.  From  thefe  committees  deputies  were 
appointed  tp  meet  in  congrefs  at  New-York;  and 
what  fhewed  the  unanimity  of  their  fentiments  in  this 
general  caufe,  and  that  they  were  all  of  one  mind  isk 
that  when  the  deputies  met  at  New-York,  they  were 
fo  well  agreed,  that  they  had  little  more  to  do  than 
to  congratulate  one  another,  and  fet  their  hands  to 
one  general  declaration  of  their  rights,  and  the  grie- 
j vances  they  laboured  under,  and  to  a petition  ex- 
preffing  a fenfe  of  thefe  grievances  to  the  king,  lords, 
and  commons  of  great  Britain.  It  was  not  long 
till  the  magiftrates  fubordinate  to  the  king  began 
to  join  the  legiflative  part.  The  juftices  of  Weft- 
moreland  in  Virginia,  gave  public  notice  under  their 
hands,  that  they  had  refigned  their  office,  and  declined 
afting  in  that  capacity ; that  they  would  not  any 
longer  be  inftrumental  to  the  deftruftion  of  their 
country,  which  their  oath  as  juftices  of  the  peace 
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now  obliged  them  to,  provided  they  continued  in  the 
difcharge  of  their  office.  The  gentlemen  of  the  law 
alfo  declared  that  they  would  lay  down  their  offices 
rather  than  be  obliged  to  pra&ice  upon  (tamp  paper* 
This  is  an  inftance  of  patriotifm  rarely  to  be  met  with* 
and  to  which  the  mother  country  cannot  afford  a pa* 
rallel.  Thofe  that  are  acquainted  with  the  genera! 
charafter  of  a people  of  that  profeffion  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, will  be  ready  to  conclude,  that  the  lawyers  in 
Virginia  have  had  a very  different  education,  or  that 
they  are  not  defcendants  of  the  natives  of  this  country. 
How  far  they  may  have  been  in  the  right  or  in  the 
wrong  in  this  particular  I will  not  pretend  to  fay ; it 
however  argued  a great  degree  of  felf-denial,  to  give 
up  their  bufinefs  for  the  fake  of  the  public  intereft. 
Before  the  ift  of  November,  when  the  ait  was  to  take 
place,  there  was  not  a Iheet  of  ffamp  paper  to  be  had 
throughout  the  fever al  colonies  of  New  England,  New 
York,  New  Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Virginia,  Maryland, 
or  the  two  Carolinas,  except  a parcel  at  New  York, 
which  the  government  through  fear  was  obliged  to 
furrender  to  the  corporation,  upon  condition  that 
they  would  not  deftroy  it  like  the  reft.  Thus,  all  bu- 
finefs  that  could  not  be  carried  on  without  flamps,  was 
put  ro  a (land,  except  newfpapers,  which  the  printers, 
for  fear  of  the  populace,  were  obliged  to  continue 
without  (lamps.  But  in  Canada,  where  (lamps  were 
made  ufe  of,  the  printers  were  in  a worfe  fttuation,  for 
few  or  none  would  buy  a newfpaper  on  account  of  its 
being  (lamped,  and  the  whole  lay  upon  their  hands. 
The  courts  of  juftice  were  now  (hut  up  as  well  as  the 
ports  ; and  even  in  thofe  colonies  where  damps  were 
ufed,  the  people  of  the  bed  rank  fubmitted  ro  be  cal- 
led in  the  churches  rather  thau  take  out  licenfes  for 
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private  marriages.  This  {hews  us  how:  far  the  Eng# 
li(h  miniftry  have  deceived  themfelves  and  the  public, 
in  reprefenting  that  where  any  colony  had  not  totally 
joined  with  the  reft  in  oppofttion  to  government,  that 
they  were  all  fatisfied  and  unanimous.  In  thofe  places 
wherd  fome  leading  people  lud  rale,  matters  were  for 
Tome  time  fmoothed  over,  and  kept  in  a temper ; .when 
at  the  fame  time  the  far  greater  part  were  wholly  dif* 
fatisfied  with  the  public  meafures.  . • t 

The  evil  confluences  of  fuch  a ftagnation.in  buft- 
nefs  began  to  be  felt  feverely,  and  would  have  cooled 
a moderate  zeal  for  liberty,  where  diftrefs  was  fa  ma- 
nifeft.  The.  friends  of  government  raifed  their  hopes, 
that  from  feeling  fuch  inconveniences,  the  deluded 
multitude  would  return  to  a due  fenfe  of  their  duty, 
’ and  in  a lhort  time  oppofirionwould  totally  fubfide.?-* 
Men  who  fet  no  value  upon  liberty,  are  ready  to ' ima- 
gine that  all  others  view  it  in. die  fame  light,  and  that 
in  general  mankind  mean  no  more  by  oppofition  to 
power,  and  by  the  name  of  liberty,  than ‘ to  worm 
themfelves  into  preferment  or  places  of  profit  and  emo- 
lument: This.- may  be  the  cafe  with  a few,  or  with 
fome  defigniftg  politicians  ; but  when  a whole  country 
catches  the  flame,  there  is  always  more  than  the  hope 
of  court  preferment  in  the  cafe.  Demagogues  may 
on  a .particular  occafion,  mifiead  fome  unthinking  peo- 
ple, but  it  requires  more  than  is  in  the  power  of  any 
human  addrels,  to  lead  a continent,  unlefs  they  have 
fome  rational  principle  to  proceed  upon;  It  is  a very 
common  thing  for  both  parties  on  each  fide  ofu  ques- 
tion, to  impute  the  worft  defigns  to  their  antagonifts, 
but  wherever  truth  and  wifdom  are  purfued,  whatever 
names  may  be  aferibed  to  the  agents,  time  will  deter- 
mine both  the  nature  of  the  caufe,  and  the  principles  of 
the  attors. 

During 
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During  this  interruption  of  public  bufmefs,  fbme  fruit- 
ful expedients  tvere  tried  to  evade  tbe  influence  of  tliis 
new  law,  and  among  others,  the  bark  of  a tree  was 
dtfcovered,  which  anfwered  for  a fucedaneurn  indead 
of  paper,  and  was  fent  to  the  printers  at  Bodon  for 
their  approbation ; and  as  it  was  neither  paper,  parch- 
ment, nor  vellum,  the  difcoverer  wanted  to  know  whe- 
ther deeds  written  upon  this  bark  might  not  be  vaiid 
though  they  were  not  (lamped.  In  this  cafe  he  was 
ready  to  ferve  with  good  writing  bark,  all  thofe  whofe 
* confciences  were  bound  by  the  late  aft  of  parliament. 
This  invention  was  certainly  ingenious,  but  the  propo- 
fal  was  not  altogether  honed for  fuch  as  were  free  to 
ufe  this'vegetable  paper,  without  fcruple  ofconfcience, 
ought  not  to  have  kid  a fhare  before  the  confciences 
. of  others.*  , . 

While  thefe  tranfaftions  were  going  on,  the  affem- 
bly  of  South  Carolina,  whofe  lieutenant-governor  re- 
fused to  tranfaft  bufmefs  without  damps,  addreflfed 
him  to  knew  through  what  channel  the  damp  aft  had 
been  tranfmitted  to  him.  His  anfwer  was,  that  he 
had  it  fird  from  the  attorney-general,  and  next  from 
Mr  Boone,  governor  of  that  province.  They  faid,  as 

that 

F 

• * '•  - . .1  ' 

* The  writer  of  the  Annual  Rlgtfler  (ays,  " At  lift  the  governor!  of 
fome  of  the  provinces,  though  hound  by  Ihe  aft  to  fwear  to  fee  it  ob- 
ferved,  under  the  foverelt  penalties,  thinking  the  total  ftoppage  of  all 
■ public  bufmefs,  of  fuch  bad  confequence  to  the  cunuminity,  at  to  ten- 
der lawful  the  non-compliance  with  any  injunctions  laid  on  them,  or 

* even  the  breach  of  any  oath  taken  by  th;m,  in  confequence  of  injunc- 
tions, merely  for  the  fake  of  that  community,  thought  proper  to  dif- 
peafe  with  the  ufual  damps,  grounding  their  difpenfation  on  the  impof- 
libillty  of  procuring  any  veflels  to  protect  them  from' the  pehalties  of  the 
aftin  theotlier  parts  of  his  Majeity  ’s  dominions.”  Though  the  aft  bound 
theiovernors  to  fee  it  obfervedupen  fevere penalties,  yrt  while  they  bad 
not  worn , they  only  broke  the  ftatttte,  but  not  their  oath.  Their  making 
ufe  of- paper  even  without  ftarops,  would  hat;e  been  difobcdience  to.  the 
law,  but  could  be  no  breach  ot  their  oath. 
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that  was  the  cafe,  he  had  not  received  it  legally,  nor 
were  thofe  true  notifications  of  the  aft,  as  the  gover- 
nor when  our  of  the  province,  and  the  attorney  ^ge- 
neral when  in  it,  could  not,  with  regard  to  this  com- 
munication, he  confidered  in  any  other  light  than  as 
private  perfons.  They  gave  feveral  inftances  of  the 
province  hi  ving  fuffered  from  the  accidental  detention 
of  government  information,  fufficient  to  prove  that  cer- 
tain forms  w’ere  abfolutely  to  be  ufed  in  all  matters  of 
government,  efpecially  fu  h as  related  to  authentica- 
ting new  laws  of  fuch  immenfe  confequence  to  that 
province.  It  is  highly  probable  that  they  had  receiv- 
ed many  laws  through  channels  not  more  authentic 
than  this  now  mentioned,  but  as  this  was  more  contra- 
ry to  their  inclination,  they  were  difpofed  to  make  the 
more  objeftions  to  it. 

But  the  colonifts  devifed  a better  method  to  avoid 
the  (lamp  aft.  The  merchants  throughout  all  thefe 
colonies  entered  into  the  molt  folemn  engagements  to 
each  other,  to  order  no  more  goods  from  Great  Bri- 
tain, whatever  (hould  be  the  confequence,  and  to  recal 
the  orders  they  had  already  given,  if  not  executed  be- 
fore the  ill  of  January,  1766  ; and  they  refolved  fur- 
ther, not  even  to  difpofe  of  any  Britifh  goods  fent  them 
upon  commiffion,  that  were  not  (hipped  before  that 
day  ; or  if  they  confented  to  any  relaxation  from 
thefe  engagements,  it  was  not  to  take  place  till  vhe 
(tamp  aft,  fugar  aft,  and  paper  money  afts  were  re- 
pealed. The  people  of  Philadelphia  alfo  refolved  by 
a large  majority,  that  till  fuch  a repeal  (hould  happen, 
no  lawyer  (hould  putin  fuit  for  a demand  for  money, 
owing  by  a refdent  in  America  to  any  one  in  Eng- 
land ; nor  any  perlon  in  America,  however  indebted 
in  England,  make  any  remittances  there.  This  refo- 
luiioa  was  adopted  by  the  retailers,  who  unanimoufly 
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agreed  not  to  buy  any  more  Englifh goods  fliipped  con- 
trary to  thefe  refolutions,  Ages  to  come  will  be  a- 
mazed  that  feparate  governments,  and  fo  many  colo- 
nies diftinft  from  each  other,  fhould  have  united  fo 
fpeedify  in  one  intereft,  noiwithitanding  the  influence 
of  government  agents  among  them,  who  both  oppo- 
fed  all  their  meafures,  and  endeavoured  to  fruflate  all 
their  defigns.  Ideas  of  freedom,  when  people  are  not 
too  much  vitiated  through  thepow'er  of  venality  and  dif- 
fipation,  will  produce  marvellous  efle&s  on  the  behavi- 
» our  of  a people. 

This  controverfy  between  the  mother  country  and 
the  colonifts  was  for  a feafon  of  great  fcrvice  to  Ire- 
land, What  goods  the  Americans  could  not  poflibly 
want  they  ordered  from  that  country,  in  ex- 
change for  their  hemp  and  flax  feed,  of  which  they 
fent  yearly  a great  quantity.  But  in  the  mean  time 
they  piirfued  every  rational  method  to  free  themfelves 
• from  that  dependance.  A fociety  of  arts,  manu- 
fa&ures,  and  commerce,  was  inftituted  at  New- York 
in  imitation  of  that  of  London,'  and  markets  were 
opened  for  the  fale  of  home-made  manufactures.  It 
foon  appeared  that  neither  the  natives  nor  thofe  ma- 
nufacturers which  they  had  invited  from  Britain  and 
other  nations,  were  idle ; they  gave  good  encourage- 
ment, and  they  found  workmen  in  abundance.  They 
made  progrefs  in  the  woollen  and  linen  mauufaCtures, 
in  feveral  lpecies  of  coarfer  iron  ware,  malt,  fpirits,  and 
paper  hangings.  Thefe  were  {hewn  to  the  fociety 
and  approved,  and  when  brought  to  the  market  were 
greedily  purchafed  : and  to  furnilh  materials  for  the 
woollen  work,  molt  of  the  inhabitants  came  to  a refo- 
lution  to  eat  no  lamb  ; and  to  extend  this  defign 
more  univerfally,  they  determined  not  to  deal  with  any 
butcher  that  Ihould  kill  or  expofe  any  lamb  to  fale  for 
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a limited  time.  The  fpirit  of  induftry  prevailed  to  fuch 
a degree,  and  fo  far  took  place  of  idlenefe  aod  profu.- 
fion,  that  the  mod  fubftantial  people  were,  among  the 
firft  to  fet  an  example  to  their  countrymen,  by  wear- 
ing home-fpun  or  old  clothes,  rather  than  make  life  of 
any  Britifh  manufa&ures,  of  which  they  werewontto 
be  madly  fond.  Such  were  the  efforts  of  all  ranks, 
and  fuck  wife  and  prudent  meafures  did  they  purfue, 
that  many  began  to  think  what  they  formerly  had  ima-* 
gined  impoflible,  was  exceedingly  probable,  and.  that 
in  a little  time  the  colonies  would  be,  able  to  (apply 
tbemfeJves  with  every  neceffary  of  life.  Where  ideas 
of  freedom  once  prevail,  the.ayts,  (ciences,and  every 
other  branch  of  profitable  knowledge  will  attend  them. 
Slavery  enfeebles  the  mind,,  and  renders  all  the  facul- 
ties thereof  dupid,. dull,  and  inactive:  Men, who  bow 
not  the  nature  of  freedom,  may  toil  like  beads  of  bur- 
den, or  chant  like  birds  in  a cage,  at  the  pleafure  of 
their  maders  ; but  they  enjoy  no*  rationaL  pleasure, 
nor  poffefs  the  enjoyment  of  creatures,  dignified  with 
reafon  and  divine  underdanding.  It  is  fomething 
amazing  that  men.,  who  profefs  to  be  great,  and  wife, 
(hpuldnot  take  pleafure  in  feeingothers  aswife,,gpeafc, 
and  happy  as  themfelves,  but  Ihould  have,  the  ambir 
tion  to  think  that  the  deity  gave  all  men  the  fame  fir 
culties,  with;  a defign  to  make  them  the  fervauts  of  a 
few,  and  never  to  be  their  own  maders. 

As  one  thing  generally  leads, to  another,  the  Ame- 
ricans began  to  enter  into  a refutation,  which  im  its 
confequcnces  would  have  made  the  mother  country 
feel,  the  fruits  of  her  folly  edeSually.  It  was  pro- 
pofed  to  dop  the  exportation  of  tobacco  from  Virgi- 
nia and  South  Carolina  to  Great  Britain  ; which  con- 
fiaering  the  great  quantities  of  that  aiticle  which;  are 
re-exported  from,  Great  Britain,  and  the  immenfe 
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foras.  fa  infallibly  rattled,  by  home  confiimption,  he» 
uade,  and  efpecialLy  her  revenue,  could  not  fail  of 
being  greatly  aife&ed.  Thefe  were  notices  to  the 
mother  country  of  what  a refoluce  people  will  deter- 
mine, and  had  lhe  been  fo  wife  as  to  have  profited 
by  thofe  warnings,  Ike  and  her  colonies,  might  have 
for  ages  to  come  lived  in  frieadlhip  and  dependance 
upon  each  other.  . . . , . 

As  the  rife  andfpring  of  the  prefent  war  in'  Ame- 
rica ought  firlt  to  be  investigated  before  we  can  de- 
termine on  either  fide  of  the  qpedion,.  it  mud,  be  ob- 
ferved  here,  that,  one  pretence  for  beginning  and 
carrying  it  bn  is  groundlefs  and  frivolous.  It  has 
often,  been  affirmed  that  the  taxes  intended  to  be  irav 
pofed.  on  the:  colonies,,  were  only  defigned  to  indem- 
nify the  mocher  country  for  the  expence  of  protect- 
ing them  in  the  lad  war.  Tf!o  let,  this,  point  in  a clear 
light,  it;  may  be  remembered,  that  us  the  year  11754; 
when  the  French  were  making  encroachments1  <m  the 
crown  lands  in  America,  and  interrupted  the  trade 
of  that  country  with  the  Indians,  a war  was  appre- 
hended, and  commilfioners  from  a number  of  the  co- 
lonies-met  at.  Albany,,  to  fornr  a- plan  of  union,  for 
their  mutual  defence.  The.  plan  they  agreed  to  was 
this,  ‘ That-  a grand  council  be  chofen  by  the  affem- 
blies.  and  fern  from  all  the  colonies-;  which  council^ 
together  with,  agorernDP-general  to  be  appointed  bjr 
the  crown,  llaould.  be  empowered  to>  make  general 
laws  to  raife  money  inallthe  colonies  for  the  defence 
of  the  whole.  1 This  plan,  was-  fent  to  the  govern# 
ment  in.Englandifor  their,  approbation,  and-  had  it 
Been*  approved  and.eftablilhed  by  authority,  Euglilh 
America  at  that  time  thought  itfelfi  fufficiently  able,  to 
defend  itfidf  againlt  the:  French,  without  any  alfiffi. 
an«.  Several  of  the  colonies  in  former  wars  vmhh 
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flood  the  whole  power  of  the  French  without  affift- 
ance  from  Britain,  nor  any  other  quarter.  The  plan 
was  rejefted,  and  a new  one  formed  in  its  (lead  ; in 
which  it  was  propofed  that  the  governors  of  all  the 
colonies,  attended  by  one  or  two  members  of  their 
refpeftive  councils,  fhould  afTemble  and  concert  mea- 
fures  for  the  defence  of  the  whole,  ereft  forts  where 
they  thought  proper,  apd  raife  what  troops  they 
thought  neceflary,  with  power  to  draw  on  the  trea- 
sury in  England  for  the  fums  that  fhohid  be  wanted ; 
and  the  treafury  to  be  reimburfed  by  a tax  laid  on  the 
colonies  by  aft  of  parliament.  This  new  plan  was 
communicated  by  Governor  Shirley  to  DoftorFrank- 
Jitti  who  was  then  at  Boflon,  whbfe  thoughts  at  that 
time  on  the  fubjeft  will  throw  confiderable  light  upon 
this  controverted  point:  The  enemies  of  this  re£ 

nowned  philofopher  mull  confefs,  that  it  is  impoffi- 
ble  to  anfwer  his  arguments ; but  the  reader  {hall 
judge  for  himfelf, 

r.  . , ■ A :-i  - "V  - 

Ti tefday  morning. 

“SIR, 

“ I return  the  loofe  ffieets  of  the  plan,  with  thanks, 
to  your  excellency  for  communicating  them. 

“ I apprehend,  that  excluding  the  people  of  the  co- 
lonies from  all  {hare  in  the  choice  of  the  grand  coun- 
cil, will  give  extreme  diffatisfafticn,  as  well  as  the  tax- 
ing them  by  aft  of  parliament  where  they  have  no  re- 
prefentative.  It  is  very  poffible,  that  this  general  go- 
vernment might  be  as  well  and  faithfully  adminiflered 
without  the  people  as  with  them ; but  where  heavy 
burdens  have  been  laid  upon  them,  it  has  been  found 
ufeful  to  make  it,  as  much  as  poffible,  their  own  aft ; 
for  they  bear  better  when  they  have,  or  think  they 
have  {hare  in  the  direftionj  and  when  any  pub- 
> • liQ 
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lie  meafures  are  generally  grievous  or  even  diftafteful 
to  the  people,  the  wheels  of  government  mull  move 
more  heavily.”  •,  - : ; 

. Wednef day  morning. 

SIR, 

“ I mentioned  in  yefterday  to  your  excellency,  as 
my 'opinion,  that  excluding  the  people  of  the  colonies 
from  alHhare  in  the  choice  of  the  grand  council,  would 
probably  give  extreme  diflatisfaftion,  as  well  as  the 
taxing  them  by  aft  of  parliament,  where  they  have  no 
reprefentative.  In  matters  of  general  concern  to  the 
people,  and  efpecially  where  burdens  are  to  be  laid 
upon  them,  it  is  of  ufe  to  confider,  as  well  what  they 
will  be  apt  to  think  and  fay;  I fhall  therefore,  as  your 
excellency  requires  it  of  me,  briefly  mention  what  of 
either  kind  occurs  to  me  on  this  occafion. 

“ Firll  they  will  fay,  and  perhaps  with  juftice,  that 
the  body  of  the  people  in  the  colonies  are  as  loyal, 

. and  as  firmly  attached  to  the  prefent  conftitution,  and 
reigning  family  as  any  fubjefts  in  the  king’s  domini- 
ons. 

1 * , 

“ That  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  the  readinefs  and 
wiRingqefs  of  the  reprefentatives  they  may  chufe,  to 
grant  from  time  to  time  fuch  fupplies  for  the  defer.ee  of 
the  country,  as  fhall  be  judged  neceflary,  fo  far  as 
their  abilities  will  allow.  - : 

“ That  the  people  in  the  colonies,  who  are  to  feel 
the  immediate  mifehiefs  of  invafion  andconqueft  by  an 
enemy  in  the  lofs  of  their  eftates,  lives  and  liberties, 
are  likely  to  be  better  judges  of  the  quantity  of  forces 
neceflary  to  be  raifedand  maintained,  forts  to  be  built 
and  fupported,  and  of  their  own  abilities  to  bear  the  ex- 
pence, than  the  parliament  of  England  at  fo  great  a dif- 
tance. 

“ That 
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**  That  governors  often  come  fo  the  colonies  mere- 
ly to  make  fortunes,  with  which  they  intend  to  re- 
turn to  Britain;  are  not  always  men  of  the  belt  abili- 
ties or  integrity,  have  many  of  them  no  eftates  here, 
nor  any  natural  conrieftious  with  us,  that  £hould  make 
them  heartily  concerned  for  our  welfare;  and  might 
poffibly  be  fond  of  railing  and  keeping  up  more  forces 
than  neceffary,  from  the  profits  accruing  to  themfclves, 
and  to  make  provifion  for  their  friends  and  depen- 
dants. 

“ That  the  councilors  in  the  moft  of  the  colonies  be- 
ing appointed  by  the  crown,  or  the  recommendation 
of  governors,  are  often  of  final!  eftates,  frequently  de- 
pendant on  governors  for  offices,  and  therefore  too 
much  under  influence. 

“ That  there  is,  therefore,  great  reafon  to  be  jea- 
lous of  a power  in  fuch  governors  and  councils,  to 
raife  luch  fums  as  they  fhall  judge  neceffary,  by  draft 
on  the  lords  of  the  treafury,  to  be  afterwards  laid  on 
the  colonies  by  aft  of  parliament,  and  paid  by  the  peo- 
ple here;  fince  they  might  abufe  it  by  projefting  ufe- 
lefs  expeditions,  harraffing  the  people,  and  taking  them 
from  their  labour  to  execute  fuch  projefts,  merely  to 
create  offices  and  employments,  and  gratify  their  de- 
pendents, and  divide  profits. 

- **  That  the  parliament  of  England  is  at  a great  dis- 
tance, fubjeft  to  by  mifmformed  and  unified  by  fuch  go- 
vernors and  councils,  whofe  united  interefts  might  pro- 
bably fecure  them  againft  the  eflfeft  of  any  complaint 
from  hence. 

**  That  it  is  fuppofed  an  undoubted  right  of  Englilh- 
men,  not  to  be  taxed  but  by  their  own  confent  given 
through  their  reprefentatives. 

M That  die  colonies  have  no  reprefentatives  in  par- 
liament. J 

That 
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“ That  to  propofe  taxing  them  by  parliament,  and 
Tefufe  them  the  liberty  of  chufing  a reprefentative 
council,  to  meet  in  the  colonies,  and  confider  and 
judge  of  the  neceflity  of  any  general  tax,  and  the 
quantum,  fhews  fufpicion  of  their  loyalty  to  the 
crown,  or  of  their  regard  for  their  country,  or  of  their 
common  fenfe  and  underdanding,  which  they  have 
hot  deferved. 

“ That  compelling  the  colonies  to  pay  money  with- 
out their  confent,  would  be  rather  like  railing  contri- 
butions in  an  enemy’s  country,  than  taxing  of  Engliflf- 
men  for  their  own  public  benefit: 

“ That  it  would  be  treating  them  as  a conquered 
people,  and  not  as  true  Britilh  fubjefls. 

u That  a tax  laid  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  co- 
lonies might  eafily  be  leflened  as  the  occafions  Ihouid 
lelTen,  but  being  once  laid  by  parliament  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  reprefentations  made  by  governors, 
would  probably  be  kept  up  and  continued  for  the  be- 
nefit of  Governors,  to  the  grievous  burden  and- dif- 
coQragement  of  the  colonies,  and  prevention  of  their 
growth  and  increafe. 

“That  a power  in  governors  to  march  the  Inhabi- 
tants from  one  end  of  the  Britifli  anil  French  colonies 
to  the  otheri  bting'Tco'ilntry  of  arfealb  1500  lquart* 
miles,'  Withobt;  the'  approbation  orcbnfeiit  of  their  rc1- 
prefentativeS  firft*  bbtditied,  fuch;  'expeditions  might 
be  grievous  and  ruinous  to  the  people,  and  wdiild  put 
them  on  a footing  with  thefubjeefs  pf  France  in*  Cana- 
da, that  how  grban  under  fuch  opp'reflion' from  theft 
governor,  whb'for  two  years  pjiffc  lids'.  hafrfificJ’therti 
with' long  and  deftru&ive  Marches  td;the  Ohio. 

Thdrif  the  colbnles  in  a body  may  be  well  gcr- 
terned by  governors  and  ^councife' appointed  by  the 
‘"i  G crown, 
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crown,  without  reprefentatives,  particular  colonies  may 
as  well  or  tetter  be  fo  governed  j a tax  may  be  laid 
on  them  all  by  aft  of  parliament  for  fupport  of  go- 
vernment, and  their  affemblies  may  be  difmified  as  ah 
ufelefs  part  of  the  conilitution.  ^ 

“ That  the  powers  propofed  by  the  Albany  plan  of 
union,  to  be  veiled  in  a grand  council  reprefentative 
of  the  people,  even  with  regard  to  military  matters, 
.are  not  fo  great  as  thofe  the  colonies  of  Rhode  Illand 
and  Connefticut  are  trulled  with  by  their  charter,  and 
have  never  abufed  j for  by  this  plan,  the  prefident 
general  is  appointed  by  the  crown,  and  controuls  all 
by  his  negative  ; but  in  thefe  governments  the  people 
chufe  the  governor,  and  yet  allow  him  no  negative. 

“ That  the  Britilh  colonies  bordering  on  thetFr<?iich 
are  properly  frontiers  of  the  Britifh  empire  ; and  the 
frontiers  of  an  empire  are  properly  defended  at  the 
joint  expence  of  the  body  of  the  people  in  fuchi  em- 
pire ; It  wouldmow  be  .thought  hard  by  aft  of  parlia- 
ment to  oblige  the  cinque  ports  or  fea  coafts  of  Bri- 
tain to  maintain  the  whole  navy,  becaufe  they  are 
more  immediately  defended  by  it,  not  allowing  them  St 
the  fame  time  a vote  in  chufing  members  of  the  par- 
liament ; and  if  the  f ontiers  in  America  mull  bear,  the 
expence  of  their  own  defence,  it'feems  bard  to  allow 
Them  no.  Ihare  in  voting  the  money,  judging  of  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  the  fum,  .or  advifing  the  meafures. 

“ That  befides  the  taxes  necefiary  for  the  defence 
of  the  frontiers,  the  colonies  pay  yearly  great  fums  to 
Jthe  mother  country  unnoticed:  For -taxes  paid  in 

Britain  by  the  landholder  or  artificer,  mull  enter  into 
and  increafe  the  price  of  the  produce  of  land  and  of 
manufaftures  made  of  it  j and  great  part  of  this  is 
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p»id  by  confumers  in  the  colonies,  who  thereby  pay 
a confiderable  part  pfthe  Britfli  taxes. 

“ We  are  retrained  in  our  trade  with  foreign  na- 
tions ; and  where  we  could  be  fupplied  with  any  ma- 
nufa&ure  cheaper  from  them,  but  mull  buy  the  fame 
dearer  from  B;i  ain,  the  difference  of  price  is  as  a 
clear  tax  to  Britain.  We  are  obliged  to  carry  great 
part  of  our  procuce  direftly  to  Britain,  and  where 
the  dutes  there  laid  upon  it  lefien  it#  price  to  the 
planter,  or  it  fells  for  lefs  than  it  would  in  foreign  mar- 
kets, the  difference  is  a tax  paid  to  Britain, 

Some  manuf.iftures  we  could  make,  but  are  for- 
bidden, and  mult  take  them  of  Britifh  merchants  j the 
^svhoje  price  of  thefe  is  a t;:xpaid  to  Britain. 

“ By  our  greatly  incte.ding  the  demand  and  con- 
fumption  cf  Britifh  manufactures,  their  price  is  confi- 
derably raffed  of  lae  years;  t ieir  advance  is  clear 
prolit  to  Britain,  and  enables  its  people  better  to  pay 
great  taxes;  and  much  of  it  being  paid  by  us,  is  dear- 
tax  to  Britain, 

“ In  fhorr,  as  we  are  not  fuffered  to  regulate  our 
trade,  and  reftrain  the  importation  and  eonfumptiop 
of  Britifh.  fuperiluities  (as  Britain  can  the  confuinp. 
tion  of  foreign-fuperfluities)  our  whole  wealth  centres 
finally  among  the  merchants  and  inhabitants  of  Bri- 
tain, and  if  we  make  them  richer,  and  enable  them 
better  to  pay  their  taxes,  it  is  nearly  the  fame  as 
being  faved  ouffelves,  and  equally  beneficial  to  the 
crown. 

“ Thefe  kind  of  fecondary  taxes,  however,  we  do 
not  complain  of,  though  we  have  no  fhare  in  the  lay- 
ing or  dffpofmg  of  them ; but  ,to  pay  imme- 
diate heavy  taxes,  ip  the  lying,  appropriation, 
and  difpofuion  of  which,  we  have  np  part,  and  whieff 
perhaps  \ve  may  know  ;o  be  ;#>  unneceffary  as  griev-. 
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ous,  mufl  feem  hard  meafure  to  Englilhmen,  who  capr 
not  conceive,  that  by  hazarding  their  lives  and  fqrT 
tunes,  in  fubduing  and  fettling  new  countries,  extend- 
<•  ing  the  dominion  and  increafmg  the  commerce  of  their 
mother-nation,  they  have  forfeited  the  native  rights 
of  Britons,  which  they  think  ought  rather  to  be  gi- 
ven them  as  due  to  fuch  merit,  if  they  had  been  before 
in  a hate  qf  flavery. 

“ Thefe,  and  fuch  kind  of  things  as  thcfe,  I appre- 
hend, willbs  thought  and  faid  by  the  people,  if  the 
propofed  alteration  of  the  Albany  plan  fhould  take 
place.  Then  the  adminiilration  of  the  board  of  go- 
vernors and  council^  fo  apppointed,  pot  having  any 
re}  refentative  body  of  the  people  to  approve  and 
unite  in  its  meafures,  and  conciliate  the  minds  of  thq 
people  to  them,  will  probably  become  fufpe&ed  and 
odious  ; dangerous  animofities  and  feuds  willarife  be- 
tween the  governors  and  |he  governed,  and  every  thing 
*go  into  confufion. 

“ Perhaps  I am  too  apprehenfive  in  this  matter  : 
but  having  freely  given  my  opinions  and  reafons,your 
excellency  canjjudge  better  than  I whether  there  be 
any  weight  in  them,  and  the  (hortnefs  of  the  time  al- 
lowed me,  will,  I hope,  in  fome  degree  excufe  the 
imperfeftions  of  this  fcrawl. 

“ With  the  greatefl  refpeT  and  fidelity,  I have  the 
honour  to  be.  Your  excellency’s  moll  obedient 

And  molt  humble  fervant.” 

Bojion,  December  22,  1754. 

S I R, 

**  Since  the  converfation  your  excellency  was  pleafed 
to  honour  me  with,  on  the  fubjett  of  uniting  the 
colonies  more  intimately  with  Great  Britain,  by 
allowing  them  reprefentatiyes  in  parliament,  I have 

fome- 
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Something  further  confidered  the  matter,  and  am  of 
opinion,  that  fuch  an  union  would  be  very  accepta- 
ble to  the  colonies  provided  they  had  a reafonable 
pumbcr  of  reprefentatives  allowed  thtem  ; that  all  the 
old  afts  of  parliament  reftraining  the  trade , or  cramp- 
ing the  manufaftures  of  the  colonies,  be  at  the  fame 
fime  repealed,  and  the  Britifh  fubje&s  on  this  fide  the 
water  put,  in  thofe  refpefts,  on  the  fame  footing  witli 
thofe  in  Great  Britain,  till  the  new  parliament  repre- 
senting the  whole,  Ihall  think  it  for  the  intereft  of  the 
whole  to  re-enact  fome  or  all  of  them : It  is  not  that 
I imagine  fo  many  reprefentatives  will  be  allowed  the 
colonies,  as  to  have  any  great  weight  by  their  num- 
bers ; but  I think  there  might  be  fufficient  to  occa- 
fion  thofe  laws  to  be  better  and  more  impartially 
confidered,  and  perhaps  to  overcome  the  private  in- 
tereft of  a petty  corporation,  or  of  any  particular  fet 
of  artificers  or  traders  in  England,  who  heretofore 
feem,  in  fome  inftances,  to  have  been  more  regarded 
than  all  the  colonies,  or  than  was  coufiftent  with  the 
general  intereft,  or  beft  national  good.  I think  too, 
that  the  government  of  the  colonies  by  a parliament, 
in  which  they  are  fairly  reprefented,  would  be  vaftly 
more  agreeable  to  the  people,  than  the  method  lately 
attempted  to  be  introduced  by  royal  inftru&ions,  a* 
well  as  more  agreeable  to  the  nature  of  an  Englifti 
conftitution,  and  to  Englilh  liberty  ; and  that  fuch 
laws  as  nrtw  feem  to  bear  hard  on  the  colonies,  would 
(when  judged  by  fuch  a parliament  for  the  beft  in- 
tereft of  the  whole ) be  more  cliearfully  fubmitted  to, 
pnd  more  eafily  executed. 

“ I Ihould  hope  too,  that  by  fuch  an  union,  the 
people  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  people  of  the  colo- 
nies would  learn  to  confider  themfelves  not  as  be- 
longing to  a different  community  with  different  in- 
• tercfts. 
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^ercflis,  but  to  one  community  with  one  intereft,  which 
J imagine  would  contribute  to  ftrengthen  the  whole, 

danSer  °f  future  reparations. 

„ * *s’  ^ fuppofig,  agreed  to  be  the  general  in* 
re  o any  ftate,  that  its  people  be  numerous  and 
"^\C  1 > men  enough  to  fight  ju  its  defence,  and  enough 
pO  y^y  _uWci.ent  taxes  to  defray  the  charge  j for  thefe 
^_jj-cum  ances  tend  to  the  ftcunty  of  the  Hate,  and 
~ c $ Prote^bon  from  foreign  power : But  it  feems  not 
{o  much  importance  whether  the  fighting  be  done 
J01n  or  Thqmas,  or  the  tax  paid  by  William  or 
^_.j^2.res.  . T.he  iron  manufacture  employs  and  en* 
j ^freS  fubjeCts  ; but  is  it  of  any  importance  to 

* ^ate’  whether  the  manufacturers  live  at  Birming. 

01  Sheffield,  or  both,  fince  they  are  Hill  within 
. ^ t»ounds,  and  their  wealth  and  perfons  at  its  com? 

Could  the  Goodwin  Sands  belaid  dry  by 
, apd  land  equal  to  a large  country  thereby 

to  England,  and  prefently  filled  with  Englilh 
^^3-bhants,  would  it  be  right  to  deprive  fiich  inhabi- 
iat3ts  of  the  common  privileges  enjoyed  by  other  Eng- 
irt!*111611’ l^e  r'§ht  °f  vending  their  produce  m the 
fai-pe  Pons,  and  of  making  their  own  fhoes,  becaufe 
a merchant,  or  a fhoemaker,  living  on  the  old  land, 
jn,  gbt  fancy  it  more  for  his  advantage  to  trade  or  make 
{hoes  for  them?  Would  this  be  right,  even  if  the 
'land  were  gained  at  the  expence  of  the  hate  ? And 
wouW  it  oot  feem  lefs  right,  If  the  charge  and  labour 
cf  gaining  the  additional  territory  to  Britain  had 
been  borne  by  the  fettlers  themfelves  ? And  would 
not  the  hardfliip  appear  yet  greater,  if  the  people  of 
the  new  country  thould  be  allowed  no  reprefentatjves 
in  the  parliament  enacting  fych  impofitions  ? Now  I 
look  on  (the  colonies  as  fo  many  counties  gained  to 
Great- Britain,  and  more  advantageous  to  it  than  if 
. * they 
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they  had  beeti  gained  out  of  the  fCa  around  its  cbdfts, 
and  joined  to  its  laud:  Eor  being  in  different  cli-' 
mates,  they  afforded  greater  variety  of  produce,  and 
materials  for  fnore  manufactures ; and.  being  fepara- 
ted  by  the  ocean,  they  incfeafe  touch  more  its  Slip- 
ping and  feamenj  and  fihce  they  are  included  in  the 
Britilh  empire,  which  has  only  extended  itfelfby  their 
means  ; and  the  ffrength  and  wealth  of  the  parts  is 
the  ffrength  and  wealth  of  the  Whole;  what  imports 
it  16  the  general  Sate,  .whether  a merchant,  a fmitli, 
or  a hatter,  groW  rich  in  Old  or  New  England;  'And 
if,  through  increafe  of  people,  two  firtirhs  are  waqted 
‘for  one  employed  before.  Why  may  not  the  new 
Ihtirtl  be  illbWfe&Tb  ‘live  and  thrive  in  the  new  conn - 


'fry,  as  Well  as  the  old  one  in  the  old?  In  fine,  why 
ihould  fhebdiinteharice  of  a (late  be p arii'ally  afforded 
to  Its  people,  uniefs'it  he  moft  in  fayour  of  tliofe,  wTio 
'lilVe  inoft  ‘toCrU  i And  ‘if  there  ‘by  any  ditfere^e, 
thofe  who'  have  taoft  contributed  to  enlarge  Britain^, 
Empire  and  commerce,  encreafe  her  ffrength,  her 
Wealth,  and  the  ntnnbers  of  her  people,1  at  the  riffc  pf 
'their  own  lives  arid  private  fortunes,  in  new-  an^ 
ffrarrge  Countries,  rriethiiiks  ought  rather  to  <xpe<3: 
doftie  preference.  . „ ^ ^ 

; With  the  greateft  refpeCt  and  efteeto,  I have  tlip 
honour  to  be 

. Your  excellency’s  moll  obedient. 

And  moft  humble  fervant.” 


* ft  i*  plain  from  the  above  account,  which  Gover- 
nor Shirley  was  intimately  acquainted  with,  that  the 
reafon  why  the  Englilh  colonifts  received  afliftance 
from  Britain,  was  becaufe  the  Englilh  parliament 
would  not  fuffer  them  to  defend  themlcves,  but 
wanted  to  form  plans  ol  operation  in  n country  they 

did 
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not  know,  to  drain  a perpetual  tax  from  the  colonic^ 
from  an  occafional  affiftance.  They  were  fo  far  from 
.fupplicating  government  for  affiftance,  that  they  would 
willingly  have  done  without  it,  provided  they  had 
been  permitted  to  have  purfued  their  own  meafures. 
Arguments  in  favour  of  a war  between  the  members 
of  the  fame  empire,  ought  to  be.exceedingly  plain  and 
felf-evident,  and  the  reafons  of  engaging  in  it  fo  con- 
vincing to  indifferent  perfons,  and  bye-ftanders,  on 
the  fide  of  the  party  which  pretends  a right  to  profa- 
cute  the  other,  that  there  Ihould  be  nothing  doubtful 
or  fufpicious  in  the  premifes  or  the,  conclulion.  . ’Par- 
tiality and  felf-intereft  may  blind  the  eyes  of  the,  par- 
ties concerned;  but  the  public  at  large,  or  fueh  as  are 
not  engaged  in  the  controverfj^,  wi'lf  judge  a?cqrcjing 
.’to  truth.  We  {hall  find  in  the  fequel  or  this  hifipl'jr, 
"how  differently  men. have  reafoned  upon  the  fpripg§, 
and  caufe  of  his  unhappy  and  ruinous  war,  and  how 
different  patties  have  coloured  that  fide  of  tfye  qug- 
ftion  they  have  efpoufed.  Arguments,  when  they  are 
brought  to  fupport  fanguinaty  nae^Wes,.  had  ; .much 
heed  to  be  ff  rong  and  well  founded.:  Every  one  pf.them 
ought  to  be  as  felf-evidently  true,  and  as  confident 
■with  the  di&ates  of  the  divine  mind,  as  the  precepts  of 
the  decalogue,,  otherwife  they  ought  never  to  be  put 
iri  pra&ice*  * 
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Chapter  II. 

TXf  dijlrefs  of  the  nation  through  the ft  of  page  of  trade — 
Debates  in  parliament  concerning  the  repeal  of  the 
Stamp  Ad — the  arguments  ufed  on  both  ftdes  of  the 
qucftion‘ — the  joy  of  the  nation  upon  repealing  that 
ad — the  right  of  taxation  confirmed , &c. . • , 

- , !•  ■ •' : ..  ';</  ■ • 

,j  , ANNO  DOMINI  i ,66. 

1*  i\>»  i j’.i  : I , . >r  t * • 

T is  no  wonder,  when  we  confider  the  tranfaft ions 
of  the  preceding  two  years,  that  both  this  country 
and  the  colonies  were  in  a diftrafted  and  an  uncafy 
lituation  ; commerce  was  funk,  and  the  manufactures 
were  in  a great  meafure  at  a Hand ; proviftons  ex. 
ceedingly  dear,  and  many  labourers  without  employ- 
ment. Thoufands  had  no  vifible  methods  of  provi- 
ding for  themfelves  and  families,  however  willing  they 
were  to  work  to  fupply  their  neceflities.  That  fource 
of  fupply  which  fupported  our  manufacturers  at  home 
was  now  flopped  : The  coloi  ills  were  neither  able; 
nor  willing  to  pay  for  the  goods  they  had  received,, 
nor  were  they  difpofed  to  continue  their  ufual  trade 
with  the  mother  country.  In  America  every  thing , 
was  in  a ftate  of  anarchy  and  confufion  : The  laws, 
were  fufpended,  and  the  lawlefs  committed  many  out- 
rages with  impunity.  Under  a pretence  of  liberty, 
bad  men  gave  full  reins  to  their  vicious  inclinations,  as 
is  common  in  a ftate  of  univerfal  commotion,  lhc 
common  people,  who,  though  they  are  not  in  general 
the  moft  vicous,  yet  are  often  eafteft  milled  ; when 
hey  aflembled  in  bodies  went  into  extravagances  of 
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tae  moit  licentious  kind.  The  fober  part  were  n6t 
ao‘e  to  re  (train  the  impetuofity  of  a multitude,  without 
law,  magiftracy,  or  order  •,  nor  did  they  find  it  conve- 
nient to  ufe  means  to  reftraitv  a temper,  which  they 
peiceived  might  on  fome  future  occafion,  ferve  the 
purpofes  they  had  in  view.  -»  They  were  defigned  to 
oppole  tlie  (tamp  act,  and- they  eoulddo  nothing  with- 
out the  aid  of  the  people.  ~uiv  tj.«.  i 

lhese-  weretwo.thrrtgs  which  gave  the  colonifts  an 
advantage  over  our  manufacturers  at  home  jthey*  were 
jn  poffeffion  of  large  quantities  of  Britifh  goods,  which 
\vere  yet  unpaid,  mid  rf.ey'had’^tf  extdnfive  country, 
grounding  with  many  neceffary  articles  fitted  for  aljr. 
tire  conveniences  of  life..'  Th  c fe  pre  ve  a t edthemf ran* 
feehng  fo  fmartly  she  immediate  effe&s  of  thkuoiverfal 
ftagnntvort;  rn  dmfmefsp  hoc  cartoned-  by  the>lta*np'a&;'; 
To  thefe  may  be  added  the  flame  ofzeal  for  liberty 
being  put  ia  fuch  a tftrong  agitation  by  this  new  law, 
made  them bear  difiicnkieswhiclviii.otlrer  cafes  would' 
have  been  infcolerablef.idiGyutf.  ma^ftfacmrers  iit  hornet 
not  being  hinder  the  influence  -of  the  ddute'  ehthuliafm 
were  ready  to  defportd  and  fluff  at  the  profpeft  of  their 
future  diftrefles  ; and  as  rainy  of  them  had  laviftily 
fquandered  what  they  had  earned  by  their  labour,  they 
had  laid  nothing  tip  for  a time  of  ehlamityi  Theywere- 
therefore  oppreffed,  without  having  the  fane  fottree  of 
animation  which  fupported  the  coloniJls.;  The  millions 
of  debt which  the  Americans  owed  the  merchants  in 
this  countF)^  rendered  them  incapable  to  carry  On  bu» 
iinefs  as  formerly,  and'the  effects  of  tlHsevilvyereiaon 
felt  feverely  : The  poor fates  encreafed  5 the  popr  were 
all-provided  for>  an(j  the  nation  complaine4;i:f(uh*visr' 
ial  difepittent  reigned  imevery  quarter -of  the  empire, 
und  the  miuiftry  were  blamed  for  all.  - Some  at  home 

-'d-r-;;- were 
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were  for  enforcing  the  ft  amp  aft  by  military  potver 
at  once,  and  for  fending  a powerful  armament  to  give 
fanftjon  to  this  new  aft  of  parliament.  Others  couii- 
dered  this  tnsafure  as  both. impolitic  and  unnatural ; . 
like  making  one  member  of  the  body  deftroy  another, 
and  affirmed  that  it  would  be  better  to  repeal  the  aft 
than  wafte  any  part  of  the  empire  with  fire  and  fword. 

This  was  undoubtedly  both  a rational  and  judi'eious 
opinion ; for  though  they  fltould  have  forced  the  Ame- 
rican? to  have  fullered  the  damps  to  have  continued, 
they  could  not  have  forced  them  to  have  ufed  them, 
except  they  had  pleufed,  unlefs  in  certain  cafes  ; for 
provided  they  had  been  difpofed  to  have  traded  one 
another  upon  common  paper,  they. would  have.had  no 
need  of  damps  to  make  their  deeds  legal  j nor  could 
they  have  forced  them  to  have  taken  all  their  neceffa- 
ries  from  Britain,  when  they  could  have,  and  make 
them  aj;  home,  without  reducing  them  to  a date  of 
mere  flavery. 

The  minidry,  on  this  occaGon  were  much  perplex- 
ed : They  were  preifed  on  the,  one  hand  to  enforce 

the  law  by  coercive  meafyreSj  and  oii  the  other  hand 
deftred  to  repeal  the  damp  aft.  The  promoters  of 
the  damp  law  meant  tp  embarrafs  the  minidry  by 
perfuading  them  to  ufe  violent  meafures,  and  then 
the  reproach  would  have,  fallen  upon  the  minider, 
and  they  would  have.been  forgotten  in  the  general 

odium. On  the  .other  hand,  the  courtiers,  and 

their,  indruments  were  ready  to  charge  them  with 
facrificing  the  honour  cf  the  nation  mid  the  dig- 
nity, of  the  crown.  This  minidry,  which  has  fince 
gone  by  ih e name  pf  the  Rockingham  minidry,  met 
with  much  oppontiph  in  all  their  proceedings,  both 
ff'o'm'fQme  popular  men,  and  many  of  another  cha- 
r'after ; tut  they  purfued  fuch  meafures  as  gained 

them 
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cre<^'t  with  the  nation,  and  when  they  were 
j3.£j.°3e<^  Save  up  without  penfion, place,  or  emolument. 
^jijiiiot  help  here  reciting  a paffage  from  the  An- 
iJ-i  Regifter,  which  (hews  what  the  miniftry  had  ta 
w*t^  at  this  critical  period.  Says  the  author, 
t ^ '^j/here  were  not  a few  that  kept  aloof  from,  and  in 
time  declared  againft  the  miniftry,  upon  fome 
symptoms  which  appeared  early,  of  their  wanting 
t fx;it  coum enance,  which  as  it  has  been  favoura-. 

or  adverle,  has  determined  the  fortune  of  the 
£"<2  veral  fucceflive  fyftetns  of  adminiftration  for  fome 
year8  Pa^*  This  part  of  the  oppofition  for  very 
Ot>vious  reafons,  was  by  much  the  moll  danger- 


4^ 
4C  ' 
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^ut  the  miniftry  had  what  few  fince  can  pretend 
tG)  fair  and  clear  cha  afters,  and  though  they  were 
yovitiS  *u  °®ce,  were  in  high  efteem  with  the  nation  ; 
their  integrity  was  above  fufpicion,  and  their  abilities 


feeined  to  encreafe  with  the  difficulties  of  their  em* 
ploytuent.  . Their  conftant  attachment  to  the  caufe 
of  liberty  had  procured  them  the  confidence  and 
good  will  of  the  people,  both  which  they  enjoyed  in 
a very  exalted  degree.  This  (hewed  both  their  good 
fenfe,  and  the  foundnefs  of  their  principles,  that 
though  they  were  in  an  immediate  fenfe  the  fervants 
of  the  fovereign,  yet  they  would  not  employ 
their,  power  and  authority  for  any  other  purpofe  ex- 
cept the  good  of  the  fubjefts.  Confidering  the  diffi- 
culties they  had  to  combat,  they  (hewed  as  much  po- 
litical wifdom  and  fagacity  as  any  minifters  have  done 
for  many  years.  And  it  is  no  reproach  to  the  me- 
mory of  Mr  Pitt,  to  affirm,  that  they  behaved  with  as 
much  wifdom  and  fteadinefs,  in  as  difficult  a fituation, 
as  ever  was  exemplified  in  his  miniftry.  They  had  a 
multitude  of  jarring  interefts  to  reconcile,  a divided 

empire 
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empire  to  unite,  and  the  mifcarriages  of  the  part  mi- 
niftry  to  reftify  ; and  befides  an  animofity  among 
brethren  to  overcome,  which  is  worfe  to  remove  than 
even  to  conquer  an  enemy.  t 

What  theirenemies  imagined  was  impoffible  forthera 
to  accomplilh,  they  effected;  they  both  preferved  the 
dignity  of  the  crown  and  nation,  and  prevented  the 
fubjefts  from  deftroying  one  another.  All  their  de« 
fpatches  to  the  different  governors,  were  delivered  with 
firmnefs  and  temper,  which, when  they  were  examined 
before  the  commons  did  them  great  honour;  they 
were  found  neither  to  have  driven  the  colonies  to  def- 
peration,nor  to  have  yielded  up  the  dignity  of  the 
crown  and  nation  in  any  particular*  In  this  admini- 
ftration  the  Duke  of  Richmond  was  one  of  the  fecre- 
taries  of  ftate,  whofe  abilities  as  well  as  integrity  has 
fince,  (hone  forth  confpicuoufly  on  the  fide  of  true  pa- 
triotifm.  It  may  be  prefumed  that  he  had  a fliare  in 
the  wife  direftion  of  meafures  at  this  time. 

The  prudent  management  of  the  miniftry  on  this 
occafion,  was  feverely  cenfured  by  thofe  who  were 
then  and  have  been  fince  for  violent  meafures;  their 
conduft  was  called  weak,  pufillanimous,  and  feeble, 
their  meafures  undetermined  and  without  defign. 
But  the  reafon  of  this  cenfure  was  obvious;  they  faw 
that  by  the  repeal  of  meafures  which  they  had  pro- 
fit te  , difgrace  would  fall  upon  them,  and  they 
wanted  to  fee  the  executive  power  embarraffed  be- 
fore the  meeting  of  parliament  fo  far,  that  the  legifla- 
ture  could  not  in  honour  recede  from  fupporting  it. 
For  this  reafon  the  moderation  of  the  Rockingham 
adminiitration  was  mod  feverely  cenfured  by  the  op- 
pofition.  The  controyerfy  began  now  to  be  difcuffed 
at  large,  and  many  pamphlets  were  publilhed  on  both 
(ides  of  the  queiUon,  with  very  little  temper.  Had  the 

caufi: 


Digitized  by  Google 


6r 


' HISTORY  OF 

canfe  depended1  upon  the  clearneft  and  force  ofargu* 
mcnt,  or  hndeach  pkriyplri  themfelves  in  the  other’s 
place  fb’ria  litri'd  tithe tfre sc 6 n tfbve rfy  might  foon  have 
ended.  But  when  perfons  in  pbwer  form  arguments 
coheerriirig  the1  rights  bf  other,  men,  they  are  often 
ready  To  be  fo  blinded  With  the  intoxicating  idea  of 
dbmifiibn,  that  tH^'canhof  pert'dive  the  truth  clearlv  j 
arid  thbfe  who  defend'thelr  bwn  rights  when  they  ha\  e 
a jealo'ufy  of'  govendrn^nt,’  are  'ire ady'to  mingle  envy 
■with  found  ridafonitfg.  It  is  not  to  bcfiip.Vofed  that 
nteti  under  tlie  influence  of  the  ffirit  of  party,  Will 
clearly  Fee- and 'admit  all  the  force  of  thtfir  opponents 
argumehtsy  after dimes  will  determine'with  more  im- 
partiality' and  :}uflrie'fs  which  of  the  arguments  ufed  in 
this  diiputefire  the  molt  folid  and  convincing.  The 
impartial  hiftorian  cahfiot  help  in  his  own  judgment  to 
take  a fide  ; but  with  regard  to  his  determinations  for 
oth'efs,  might' not  to  be  too  poirflve.  I (hall  as  brief- 
ly as  pofiable’give'anabrtra&  of  the  arguments  on  both 
tides  of  thequeffion,  and  leave  the  reader  to  determine 
fot  himfelf  drf#liich  fide  the  truth  refts.  But  it  mult 
■be-ribfervfcd  that  while'  the  colbnies'carry  their  ideas 
of  liberty  to  the  higheft  pitch,  their  opponents  feem  tq 
imagine  that  a'peffofn  by  becoming  a colonift,  forfeits 
every  birthright  and  privilege  of  ah  Englithman. 

When' the  poirii  concerning  the’  fight  of  taxation 
canfe  to  be  debate d 1 iti  j/arl lament , it  wasfaid  upon  -he 
fide  bf  the  c'olbnies,  “ That  by  going  tip  to  Mag, 
na  Cmarta,  And  deferring'  to  feveral  writs  upon  re- 
cord,' ifiued  but  fori  the  purpose  of  railing  faxes  for  the 
crotfrn,  and'forifen'chng  feprelehfatives  to  parliament, 
as  weft' as  froth  the  bill' "bf  fights,  iT  appears  though- 
out  the  Xtrhbfe  'Hiftdf'y  b‘f  o’uric'onftitufiqn,  that  mi 
-Biffiffi-ftibjeft'-caif.'^e  taxed  except  fer  ccwnuncn ( 
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tonfenfum  parliament i , that  is,  pf  himfelf  or  hjs  own 
reprefentative  y ^nd  thj.s  is  th^s  £Od  general  .right 
as  Briiidi  fubje^ts'?: jyith  .which"  the , -4dt  inhabitants  of  ^ 
the  colonies  emigres} ; rjgty  dqes  ijot  de- 
pend upon  their  chapters.:  rjfctg  but  thp 

exterior  modeling,  of  the  cppiijtp^jpn.  of  t|ip  colonies : 
but  the  great  interior  fundamental  of  fheir  confla- 
tion, is  thi^  gepersh  *jpj$ 

is  the  very  firlf,  pyjncipfe  <jf  15  n nib  ;maja  ; 


ti?w*  j »n  t * r-  -»  -»  ' rji  “US'  1 

and  Larger,  wejx  jot  t^ed  buim  their  own.  afcrU-. 
blies  or  parliament  -x  till  at  different  periods  in  Otif* 
luftory  the jr  were  melted  into  our  ^relent  lonn  of  par- 
liamentary repfeferitatfon.  ‘ _Tkhat  ' tliej.  body  of  the 
clergy'  till  yer^Majeiy  taxed  tbeijhfelves,  apa  granted; 
the  king  bene yo^ehp es.  Tlpft  the,  marches  • of  W ales ; 

had  a right  of  taxing  them/elvesl  till  they  hadJfentv 

-u;-i  .ra.iiaiS*.  non  Re  Mw,  . ■■y.'M kj  ' „ 

members  to  parliament.  Apd  from  this  circumltance 

lias  continued'  tlieTlife  of  the  king’s'  proclamations  and 

•Si  vuj  iwxnr  liiiei  '-t  > y^rnSionv*  ’••■v*- 

of  our  atts  of  parliament  to  tins  day,  although  un- 

’iV-j h v • ■& 


Berwick.  , 

«*  That  many  people  Garry  their  idea  of  a padia- 

.1  isrp'l  dili  ‘d  lutUod  ad  . ..^  - - ,-r  :;  d 

menttoohir,  in  iuppoung  that  a parliament  can  do 

everything:  hut  that  is  iiqt.true?  and  if  it  were,  it  is 

not  right  cdnftitutionally,  For  there 'might  be  ah  arbi- 

: ••  ::  or  "Urn:  :l  tA  ; v 1 ,(•  't.  r-°  vt  v - .*rv>,  „ ' 

trary  power  in  parliament  as  well  as  in  oncpian.  l here 

■ a vi  S . .v;:y..ii  r-.nwn  brj  •: •,*»>' edL’li 

are  many  things  a parliament  cannot,  do.  It  .cannot 

make  itfelf  executive,  nor  difpofe  of  offers,’  that  be- 
, ••  , . i-a:  idMlfilJ 'S3  v>  * » *; 

long  to  the  crown.  . It  cannot  take  aqy.man  .s  p.roper- 

tyeven  that  of  tlie  meahelV  cottager,  as  in  the  cafes  of 

m * \ . i _ ' , I ■ 4 ^ * : * ’ ' | ‘ | ' * -'*1  | 1 • • * ' ' * 

inclofures,  without  his  being  heard.  The 
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“ The  lords  cannot  rejeft  a money  bill  from  tnfi  ‘ 
commons,  nor  the  commons  ere&  themfelves  into  a 
court  of  juftice.  The  parliament  could  not  tax  the 
clergy,  till  fuch  time  as  they  were  reprefented  in  par-1 
liament.  Nor  can  the  parliament  of  England  tax  Ire- 
land.  The  charters  of  the  colonies,  which  are  deri-  ' 
ved  from  the  prerogative*  are  in  faft  only  fo  many  ' 
grants  from  the  crown,  are  not  the  only  rights  the 
colonies  have  to  being  reprefented  before  they  are 
taxed:  they  as  Britilh  fnbje&s  take  up  their  rights 
and  liberties  from. a higher  origin  than  their  charters 
only.  They  take  them  up  from  the  fame  origin  and 
foundation,  from  whence  they  flew  to  all  EnglitffcE 
men,  from  magna  charta,  and  the  natural  right  of  the 
fubjeft.  By  that  rule  pf  right,  the  charters  of  the 
colonies,  like  all  other  crown  grants,  are  to  be  re- 
flri&ed  and  interpreted,  for  the  benefit,  not  the  pre- 
judice of  the  fubjefts.  Had  the  firfl  inhabitants  of 
the  colonies  renounced  all  connexion  with  their  mo- 
ther country,  they  might  have  renounced  their  ori- 
ginal right;  but  when  they  emigrated  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  crown,  and  the  national  fanfUon,  they 
•went  out  from  hence  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives  and; 
fortunes,  with  all  the  firfl  great  privileges  of  Englifh- 
men  on  their  backs.  But  at  the  fame  they  were  noV 
bound,  nor  could  be  bound  by  the  penal  laws  of  this 
country,  from  the  feverity  of  which  they  fled,  to  cli- 
mates remote  from  the  heavy  hand  of  power;  and 
which  they  hoped  to  find  more  friendly  to  their  prin- 
ciples of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  It  is  upon  this 
ground  that  it  has  been  univerfally  received  as  law, 
that  no  afts  of  parliaiment  made  here,  and  particu- 
larly thofe  which  enaft  any  penalties,  are  binding  upon 
the  colonifts,  unlefs  they  are  exprefly  named.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  colonies  once  removed  from  the 
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domeftic  legiflation  of  the  mother  country,  are  no 
more  dependent  upon  it  in  the  genera!  fyftem,  than 
the  IJle  of  Man  is,  or  than  in  the  feudal  fyftem  of 
Europe,  many  fubordinate  principalities  are  depen- 
dent on  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  Seignior  Suzerain , or 
Lord  Paramount,  but  owing  only  a limited  obedience. 

“ It  is  not  meant  by  what  has  been  faid,  to  affeft  the 
cafe  of  any  external  duties  laid  upon  their  ports,  or  of 
any  reftriftions  which  by  the  aft  of  navigation,  or  o- 
ther  afts,  are  laid  upon  their  commerce  : for  they  are 
in  the  fame  cafe  as  all  other  colonies  belonging  to 
the  reft  of  the  maritime  powers  in  Europe,  who  have 
fhut  up  their  colonies,  which  out-grew  their  mother 
countries,  fuch  as  Carthage,  the  northern  emigrants, 
&c.  Precedents  were  alfo  quoted  from  what  happen- 
ed in  the  Netherlands,  and  other  places,  which  fhould 
ferve  as  a beacon  to  warn  us  from  purfuing  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  brought  about  thofe  revolutions. ” 

The  arguments  that  were  ufed  without  doors  on 
both  fides  were  much  of  the  fame  nature  with  the  fol- 
lowing : “ Whatanoife”  fays  an  advocate  on  the 

one  fide  “ have  we  had  of  late  about  American 
charters,  American  legiflation,  American  free- 
holders, and  the  privileges  of  thofe  freeholders  ? Bi  t 
is  there  any  legiflation  in  America  ? Are  there  any 
freeholders  there  ? No  man  who  knows  any  thing 
of  the  law  of  England  will  aflfert  that  there  is  any 
legiflation  in  America,  or  one  freeholder  in  that 
part  of  the  world.  The  King  has  no  power  of  legif- 
lation, and  he  cannot  by  his  charters  convey  to  any 
clafs  of  his  fubjefts  a pbwer  not  refldent  in  the  crown. 
•The  parliament,  including  his  Majefty,  as  the  head 
thereof,  has  a powei*  of  legiflation,  but  they  pofTefs 
that  ppwer  unalienably: 

1 “ Tliq 
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“ The  power  of  legiflation  is  not  a chattel  to  be  dif- 
pofcd  ofc'by ^.r^nt oc.otker  conveyance.  It  is  a.truil 
granted.  ;by/tlfe  common,  law -far  the  good  of  thecoma 
ipunjty,  and  for  their  .good,  muft  .xeuuux.with  tke.au- 
.gtift.hpdy.'in 'vkich  itreiides.s  „Tl>e  .power  .of  making 
byednwsy  fprxhe  utility. of  hibordmute  bodies  politic j 
is'a:tpnce,di&retJt.affairR-  That power  i softer} ’crea- 
ted by  the.  parliament,  which  has  jdTcutially.,.  .initfdf, 
all  the  powerSvpf  government*  Btu  clianer^  from  the 
cr, o\yn-  npt;eqnfipnedio,parkameot,  can  convey  no  ju» 
rifdi.<£dop.wh#ite>'er,:bcca.ufe,the  king  .is,  not.  the  fauu*- 

t>ni.h  oflaw, ushe-is. ofhoaauc,..  „ «. ; 

. a.1.  dVH:Pur  courts  fcaro-thole  in  W eflminfter-hall  to 
thofe  ifl-inanors^are  Jounded'Qn  thc^cuftom-of..Eng- 
joc.ii.pen  .the,  kw..ef.  -the  land  $ 
thk.  '^/ifiiuUs.smadc  M .:paKjimotf.s  > .The  \ parli  ament 
qply  can.-crcajte  jxqw  CfiMfti.  aud.new  jutifdiSto.ns.r--t 
But  as  the^Kjag  mult  ^avem  by  the  law.,  he. cannot 
i^ake  .that  la>v.upqn  which  bis  authority.,  refta,  non  by 
his  charters  .conycy.tq.cuharaa  power  which  he  enjoys 

t.._ . ; * J 4,t,  , i\.  » . ^ j ..  . ..f  ,U  i v-  *♦!.,-  J 

Every  foot  of  ground  in  England  lies  in  fame  ma^ 
nor,  whickis.it/elf  the. creature  of. ettkom  time. .gut  of 
., .1  J!lcfe dnanew?  .apcie.?tly,p.QjJeired.  all  jwtii? 
diction  civil  and  .criijiijial  and  , this  juufdi  felon  was 
exerted  in  the . court.., of.. .freeholders,  • in  ..which,  the 
lord,  or  his  Reward,  .was  the. judge,. the  .freeholders 
Serving  as  Jurprs  by  .virtue  of  their  freeholds*  Thus 
yon  fee  that  .our  freeholders  are,  by  .virtue  pf  their 
, behold  .poached  .of  a judical  .judicative  authority,  in 
manors,  (Which  they  .are, entitle^  tft hy. *he  .common 
lav5t  aP.d  poffcffi  their  cilates.ky  the  fatee  .tenure,. i-hy 
winch  his  M,rjbfi  y . ho]  d*  hi*  ic*o  wn  . ..T  he  y.  aretindebt- 
cd  to  nb  prince  for  this'  ehate-.and  judicative,  a.rukft- 
rhy  ^hereto  appendant.  Their  title  to  their  lands  is 
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a title  of  mdependhBCfe,  dhd  hi  £Vety'i-eif>ect  equal  to 
the  royal  tfcle!by  Whtcli'tM  crowd  is'lleld." 

« And  as  thefe'fre'ehol'd  eftaf^'S  iiYe'erif  very'  par- 
ticular nature" With-  fefpe & fd'  'tllCrE  "origin,'  f6‘  they 
are  conveyed  in'  a very  particular  m"a n n£  f . ‘Ttidy’c&ii- 
irot  be1  taken  by  a wHt '(A'fift'i'fttciaV.  ' Aftd  if'  tTfey'drS 
fehted  by  al-writ  of  cfcgtt',  Pne'irt^iety'OHly 'of  tlie'Cflafo 
«tn  be  tfppNed-,  for  pay liTent  bf!th& “delirfliid  cofts ' on 
which  the  jhdgmcrtt' Is  founded,'  th£  Other  mbiety  ihiilfc 
semaih  for  fik-fuppbtratid  ;ittsdtiretl^ire^:'‘'  Tfre' free- 
hold1 defcends  to  the  heir,  difcharged  of  all  debts,  or 

fpe'ciillttes. r * t*  Mv 4 

- “ Now,  we liave*  feifetrwfiatihti"Eii'gllftv  freehold’  is'. 
Are  there  any  fucheftates  faCAtneviC^  T am  certain 
there  are  ndt.,'”There,CaH  be  iJb'ipaHdf'S  iff*  that  part 
of’the  world, ••for'we' can' flipWlhefon^ih  ‘of  their  te- 
miresi  Their'  properties, ''pretefidedTeg'ftattve  autho- 
rity, and  the  exiftence  df'what  they  cairfreehol'ds  can 
be  t ra  c e d > from  ’prerogative.  !’  Are  our  freeholds  'ow- 
ing to  humnir-'beneficeneef  No';'  We  can  name  feve- 
ral  perfons  tvho  oppreffed  'xfsy  foiit.the,  Americans 
can  pojnr- out  noire' A^dns 'have' Conferred  upon  us*  our 
eftates,  or  any  privileges  whatever.  ' Is  there  an  eftate 
in  America  whichrmay  not  be  taken  by  the  fame 
vrrit  thatnaltes  rmexecmion'S:  negro  or  a horfc?  The 
whole  courfe raf  chatrcdry  'proves  that  their  c flutCs- are 
only  commercial  Chattels, tfulljdct  to  the  clifpoliuon  of 
thdlafbwill  of’the  owner,  and  diargeitile  with  all  the' 
debts’  of  the  deeealed  proprietor.  And  left  any  doubt 
fhot&ld  arife  Ubour  thc'proptict'y  of  thefe  decrees*  in' 
equity,  equalizing  a foreign-plantation  to  a perfonal 
efface,  .there  w-as  aftatme.mude  in1  the  fifth  year  of  the 
preceding.*  reign  dec!  am  ire  of  the  common  law  in 
tfsiaulrefnefty  and-  -flath  ting'  that  forejgn  plantations; 
hiould  only  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  perfonal  eihues. 

After 
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After  that  law,  what  man  in  his  right  fenfes  can  digni- 
fy thofe  ellates  with  the  name  of  freeholds? 

“ The  American  e Hates  are  delbitute  of  the  principal 
chara&ereltic  of  a freehold.  They  are  derived  from 
royal  grants  for  the  improvement  of  commerce.  The 
pretended  American  freeholders  are  not  original  mem- 
bers of  any  court,  by  virtue  of  their  freeholds,  liiey 
have  no  manors,  nor  manor-courts  in  America,  and 
confequently  no  courts  to  which  the  pretended  Ame- 
rican freeholders  repair,  by  virtue  of  their  freeholds, 
and  in  confequence  of  a title  paramount  to  all  human 
laws.  Why  then  Ihould  they  pretend  to  equalize 
their  fuppofed  freeholders  with  ours?  An  abfolute  ig- 
norance of  law  and  common-fenfc  could  only  give 
birth  to  fuch  injudicious  conduft.  Our  freeholders 
have  a (hare  in  the  legiilation;  becaufe  by  cuftoms  as 
ancient  as  thofe  that  eflablifh  government,  they  are 
entitled  to  rule  in  a certain  diftrift  of  the  kingdom. 
Can  the  Americans  boalt  of  the  exigence  of  any  fuch 
cuftoms  among  them,  or  of  eftates  and  judicative  au- 
thority derived  out  of  thefe  cultoms  ? Why  then  fhould 
they  pretend  to  be  freeholders,  and  as  fuch  only  fub- 
je£t  to  the  legiflation  of  their  own  eie&ion  ? 

“ The  Americans  will,  perhaps,  reply  that  they 
ferve  on  Juries  when  called  by  the  King’s  writ  into 
the  fuprcme  court  of  their  refpeftive  provinces.  But 
this  happens  not  as  with  us  by  the  excellency  of  te- 
nures, whofe  origin  is  unknown,  but  is  owing  to  the 
grace  of  thofe  princes  who,  without  the  authority  of 
law,  granted  them  that  conflitution.  Are  tenures 
flowing  from  the  prince  equal  to  tenures  held  inde- 
pendent of  the  crown  ? furely  not.  The  Americans 
have  no  rights  but  from  royal  grants  ; and  of  confe- 
quence  thofe  rights  mull  not  be  extended  beyond  their 
natuial  meaning,  or  interpreted  to  the  prejudice  of 
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thofe  who,  by  an  inherent  right,  independent  of  the 
crown,  govern  the  whole  kingdom.  The  privileges' 
of  perfous  claiming  under  fo  high  a tenure,  cannot  be 
impaired  by  deeds  from  the  crown,  and  confequentLy 
the  government  of  our  parliament  muft  reach  over  all 
the  Englilh  dominions,  as  if  no  fuch  grants  had  been 
made,  and  no  eflates  derived  out  of  them.” 

A writer  on  the  other  fide  fays,  “ The  queftion,  if 
properly  underflood,  is  not  concerning  a three-pennj 
/lamp,  but  liberty.  Not  that  liberty  which  is  the  tool 
of  contending  parties,  the  key  to  power,  or  the  reviler 
of  a minifter’s  cradle;  but  that True  and  genuine  liber- 
ty which  expands  and  ennobles  the  heart  of  the  poor- 
eft  freeholder,  and  prevents  his  property  from  being' 
touched,  but  by  the  permiflion  of  thofe  who  by  the 
conftitution  are  his  reprefentatives  in  parliament. 

“ The  infatuation  of  fome  people  here,  while  they 
endeavour  by  the  molt  frivolous  arguments,  to  efta- 
blifh  a fight  to  tax  America,  in  direft  violation  of  this 
animating  principle  of  their  conftitution,  is  to  the  fall 
degree  deplorable.  It  fliall  be  my  endeavours  to  {hew 
here  in  a few  words,  how  fuch  a'riedit  would  be  di- 
re£Hy  fubverfive  of  our  conftitution,  and  therefore  of 
our  liberties.  And  here  I fliall  not  enter  into  the 
queftipn  whether  America  be  in  the  manor  of  Eaft- 
Greemvich,  fa  frivolous  equivocation  derived  from 
the  cafual  ufe  of  this  exprcflion  in  the  Maflachufett’s 
Charter  of  King  Charles  the  fecond}nor  yet  whether 
American  corn  be-  inde^cflible  or  unpalatable , (though 
Iconfefs.I  think  it  exceedingly  palatable)  becaufethefe 
do  not  feem  to  me  to  be  quite  pertinent  to  the  difpute, 
and  are  indeed  unworthy  refutation  or  animadverflon. 
The  lands  in  America  are  as  much  freehold  and  derive 
that  tenure  from  the  fame  hand,-  -as  are  the  lands  of 
England ; and  the  holders  of  them,  on  the  fame  tenure, 
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are  asv much  freeholders  as  >thofe  of  England.'  Novf 
k muff  beknown  to  every  One,  that,  at  this  day  , there 
is  not  a freeholder  in  England'  who  dods  nothjive  his 
vote  for  a reprefentative  in  the-afTembly-  of  the  com- 
mons of  England  j.  ,who  from  thence  derive  their  name, 
and  their  folet right  of  taxing  the  property  of  the  peo- 
ple. Nor  is  there  any  freeholder  irt  the-natron  fo  ig« 
noranpof  his  night,  and  of  the'  foundation-  of  his  liber- 
ty,  that, he  wotildinoc-eomplainof  a violation  of'it  if  he 
■was  deprived  of  the  privilege  'of- voting' for  ftich  a re- 
prcfentntiye  yet  w.e  ■ are  fuhjefting  the  American 
f’re.eholders^o  that  very  grievance,. -of  which  we  our- 
Ijslves,  wopld  icomplain  as  definitive  -of  our-  freedom  : 
we  ar;e  hibjeqting  them*  to  be  taxed  by  reprefematives, 
iftjthe.eletioOi  of  whom  they  have  not  (one- voice. 
They,  are-  freeholders  as  we  are*  they  chtife  reprefen* 
tatiyes.$p  t*,x  them  as  we  do  ; and  itfeems  inconfiftent 
with  the  nature  oftheiBuitifh  conftitut-ioivand  ftibver- 
five, of  tlje  freedom  of  the  common  people,  that  the 
property ;of  a/reeholder  Ihould  -be- taxed  by  any-re- 
prefentatives  but  thofe  for  which  he  votes,  and  there- 
by empqvyers.to  tax  him;.  -Let  the -cafe*  fora  moment^ 
be  our  own,  fU?d  fuppafe  ourfelves-  liable)  to  be-  taxed 
by  reprefeiuatiyes  chofen  by  the  freeholders-  of  Ame- 
iica  lhou|d  wq  hehtate-  an  iuftant.  in  deokAng-it  an 
abfolute  .violationtof-oHr  liberty,  and  a ftavHh  impofw 
lion  Therefore, ,the  r jgjit. of.  taxing?,  tlie  -American’ 
freeholder^!,  which  forae.  would' eift-ablilh- here,  fnuft 
needs  feenpas.upqcmditutional  and  arbitrary  xVith  re- 
fpecl  to  the  Aiperieans,  With  what -justice  then  can- 
\ve  thus  au;enrpt-to  jviQlate  thje  liberty- of  the  Ameri- 
cans ?.  Is.  not  this.th-?  height-  of  infatuation?  -■ 

“ Having  thus -proved-,  upon  fair  and  Unqueftion- 
able  principles,,  that  we  can  have  no  right  to  tax 
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the  freeholders  in  America,  I (hail  add  a word  or 
two  upon  what  is  termed  a rebellion  ■\ n America. 

The  only  occurrences  there,  which  can- have  given 
thedeaft  ground  for  fuch  a charge,  are  the  tumultuous 
proceedings  of -the  mob,  and  ,'the  :re(blyes  of  the 
ailemblics., . With  regasd  to  the.  former,  il  would 
only  beg.  leave  -to  afk,  whether  it  is  ufual  to  call  the 
riotous  aftions  of  a mob'  rebellion  h Were  die 
weavers*  'When  they  affembled  together,  furroanded 
the  parliament-houfe,  offered  moftdangerous  violence 
to  the  coach  of  a noble  peer,  and,  d£  X miffake  not, 
did  him  a perfonal  injury,  attemjlted  to  ipull  down 
his'  .houfe,  and*  aflaul{edr  his  majeily’s  guards  with 
(tones,  fo  as  to  .occafion  -ihe-  dearth  of  iome  of  them. 

Were  they  c\A\£&j\ebels.or~rioten,f . Has-the  American 
mob  beeu  more  outrageous  ? And  are  ..theyr  and  die 
whole,colonifts.pf  America,  .who  never,  were  -guilty 
of  any  fuch  riots,  to  be  branded  with  die  molt  odious 

and  detefted  name  ofi.reitfh  i*  . Let  us  now  coniider 

. ....  . . . / - - • , 

how  far  the  refokes  of  the  American  aflemblies  can 
be  called  rebellious..  I . have,  already  , proved,  that 
England  can  have  no  light  to  tax  America.  , The 
(lamp-ad  Teemed  to.  them. .therefore  unconilitutional, 
and  $ direft  violation  of.  the  rights  of  . die  American 
aflemblios,  who  are  the  true  apid  only  reprefentatives 
of  die  freeholders,  and -have  die  fole'Oonftitutional 
right  of  taxing  .their  property.  The  aflemblies,  by 
their  r-efalYes,Jmmediarely  aflerted. their  ..rights,  ..and 
remonftrated  againfl:  this  iafringement  of  them,,  with 
a fpirit  and.  freedom  which  was  .well  worthy,  the  free 
reprefentatives  of.  a free  people  : and  can  this  be 
termed  rebellion  ? In  France,,  in  Germany,',  in  Alia, 
it  might . have  been.efleemed  fuch ; and  }s  it.  not  a 
melancholy. proof,  that..tliis  country  is , -degenerating 
into  their,  fertile  (late.  and.  abjeft  fentimenta,.  when 
' ' the 
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the  voice  of  freedom,  and  the  afiertion  of  liberty, 
meets  with  the  fame  eftimation  ? The  American  af- 
femblies  were  impelled  to  thefe  refolves  by  the  ftrong- 
eft  motives  ofjuftice  to  themfelves,  to  their  conftitu- 
ents,  and  to  their  pofterity.  Had  they  tamely  fur- 
rendered  their  liberties,  they  had  been  the  moft 
contemptible  of  mankind ; they  bravely  aliened  them, 
and  are — — ” 

There  is  no  other  method  to  convince  either  party 
of  the  weaknefs  of  their  arguments,  than  firft  to  make 
them  confider  whether  the  authority  to  tax  belongs 
to  England  or  to  Englilhmen,  and  provided  the  pre- 
fent  inhabitants  who  are  now  in  England  were  in  A- 
merica,  and  the  colonifts  in  England,  would  the  right 
of  taxation  be  continued  or  altered  ? If  it  belong  to 
this  country  in  confequence  of  the  right  of  manor- 
fhip,  whoever  fucceeds  to  the  manors  mull  have  a 
claim  of  right  to  liberty,  and  nobody  elfe  ; and  if  the 
colonifts  were  to  change  with  the  prefent  inhabitants, 
they  would  have  a right  to  tax  them,  which  they 
would  not  be  ready  to  fubmit  to  ? The  claims  of  fo  - 
extenfive  liberty  as  the  colonifts  require,  appear  in- 
confifteet  with  their  former  connexions  with  their 
mother-country,  and  the  authority  which  the  mother 
country  claims  as  her  right  over  the  colonifts,  makes 
her  rather  a ftep-mother  than  a kind  parent.  Were 
they  to  change  Situations,  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other  would  Incline  to  have  fuch  treatment  as  they  on 
this  occafion  were  difpofedto  give  each  other.  Up- 
on the  principles  of  nature  and  reafon,  the  colonifts 
main  arguments  cannot  be  confuted;  upon  the  mutual 
policy  of  the  prefent  government  of  the  empire  they 
liave  no  force.  It  is  a part  of  the  tmhappinefs  of  all 
■the  prefent  fyftems  of  government,  that  in  them  rea- 
son and  policy  are  frequently  at  variance,  and  the  paf- 
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Tkms  and.interefts  Of  leading  men  prevail  more  power* 
folly,  than  the  general  good  of  fociety.  It  is  the  belt 
government  where  a juft  balance  is  kept,  where  the 
mtereft  of  every  man  is  the  general  good  of  the  whole. 
This  is  a maxim  that  might  be  pra&ifed  provided  po- 
licy was  founded  upon  morality ; but  in  the  prel-*nt 
ftate  of  nations  it  is  only  a fpeculation,  which  is  a great 


^ TWO  bills  Were  brought  in  this  feffion  of  parliament, 
tone  for  fecuring  the  dependency  of  the  colonies  upon 
the  mother  country,  and  another  for  repealing  the 
ftamp-aft.  The  firft  met  with  no  oppofition,  the  latter 

Was  warmly  difputed. 

The  enemies  of  the  miniftty,  who  were  many  of 
them,  under  a fecret  influence,  which  fome  think  ha* 
been  baneful  to  thefe  kingdoms,  (trained  every  nerve 
to  prevent  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp-aft.  Arguments 
Were  drawn  from  the  outrageoufoefs  of  the  behaviour 
of  the  Americans,  and  the  infult  they  had  offered  to 

the  dignity  of  the  Englilh  government,  and  the  conle- 
quences  that  would  follow  provided  the  aft  was  re- 
pealed.—That  it  would  Ihew  fuch  weakhefs  and  pusil- 
lanimity in  government,  as  would  encourage  the  Colo- 

nifts  to  give  trelh  affronts,  and  leflbi  the  refpeft  o 
the  King’s  fiibjefts  to  the  dignity  of  the  crown,  and  the 
authority  of  the  laws.  It  was  urged  further,  that  as 
the  power  of  taxation  was  an  dTenmft  ^branch  of  au- 
thority, it  ought  in  juftice  to  be  exercfed  over  ^1  lh 
"members  of  the  empire,  in  proportion  to  the>r  fevera 
abilities  ; that  it  would  (hew  a degree  of  partiality  urn 
worthy  of  gbod  government,  to  exempt  one  part  ot 
the  fubjefts  from  a duty  which  others  were  obliged  to 
pay,  and  from  burdens  which  the  reft  of  the  commu- 
SSy  W under  a neceffity  to  bear.-That  „ con- 

trary  to  the  trod  repofed  by  the  people  in  the  legdta- 
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ture,  and  tended  to  deftroy  all  confidence  upon  'which 
government  is  founded.  It  was  denied  that  the-  colo- 
nies were  unable  to  bear  the  weight  of  the  tax  impo- 
fed  by  the  ftardp-a£l  j and  it  was  affected  as  an  inftance 
to  the  contrary,  that  if  the  debt  contracted  by  them  if 
the  iaft  war,  1,7-55,0001.  had  been  already  paid  in  the 
courfe  of  only  three  years,  that  the  far  greater-  part; 
of  their  remaining  burden,  amounting  to  "760,000b 
would  be  difcharged  in  two  years  more'  Other  'ar- 
guments were  ufed  ; the  general  burden  of  the  mother 
country,  the  ability  of  the  Colouiils,  their  exemption 
from  ail  taxation,  and  their  peremptory  refufai  to  con- 
tribute to  any  relief  from  the  public  load  of  debt  that 
&e  nation  groaned  under.  • 1,  . c:i? 

It  was  replied  that  feveral  of  tbefe.obje&ions  had  no 
Weight  in  them,  as  all  the  coal'equenoes  they  fuppoied 
were  guarded  againlt  by  the  bill  for  fecuring  the  depen- 
dence of  the  Colonies  upon  the  mother  country  which 
both  fecuredthe  dignity  of  G-reat-Britain,  and  her  con- 
ftitutional  fuperioricy  over  America.  Inl’upport  of  the 
repeal,  it  was  argued  that  the  coloniffs  had  really  borne 
their  proper  fhare  of  the  public  burdens  according  to 
the  coafeffion  of  the  other  party ; for  the  heavy  debt 
which  they  had  contrafted  during  the  war  was  a fuf- 
ficieat  proof  that  they  had  contributed  largely  to-  the 
public  experice  ; and  their  being  paid  back  a part  of  it 
fiace,  was  a convincing  evidence  that  the  parliament 
were  perfuaded  they  had  done  more  chan  they  were 
tble  to  do.  It  was  further  urged  that  nothingcould  be 
mere  dillant  from  the  fatt,  than  the  affertion  that  they 
paid  no  taxes for  they  even  paid  many  which, the 
parliament  had  iippofed  upon  theta.,  i;  They  paid 
port  duties,  which  lay  heavy  upon  their  trade  before 
the  impofing  of  the  ftamp-afljbefides  -many  port  du- 
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ties  laid  on  by  the  authority  of  the  provinces;  many 
excifes;  a land-tax  in  tnapy  provinces,  an  heavy  poH- 
tax;  befides  a faculty-tax  upon  all  perfonal  eftates,  and 
acquifiuoQS,  amounting  in  feme  provinces  to  five  or  fix 
{hillings in  the  pound;  fo  that  the  affertion  of  their 
not  being*  taxed,  pr  contributing  to  the  public  expence, 
was  totally  without  foundation. 

The  friends  of  the  miniftry,  and  of  the  colonifts, 
fiemonfirated  tl^at  the  Americans  were  poor,,  and  were 
indebted  four  millions  to  the  merchants  jn  Britain; 
who,  as  they  were  creditors  to  fuch  an  amount,  were 
really  the  proprietors.  of  a great  part  of  what  the  Ame- 
ricans feemed  tp  poflefs:  .That  the  fuppreflion  of  ma.- 
nufaftures  in  America,  by.  obliging  them  to  take  every 
fort  which  they  ufed,  from  Britain,  was  making  them 
pay,  in.  one  fpecies  of  taxation,  all  other  kinds  of  taxes; 
and  in  fatt,  making  them  the  chief  fupportera  of  public 
burdens.  Confidering  their  great  diftance  from  this 
country,  it  was  urged  that  it;wasimpoifible  for  the  peo- 
ple here  to  be  fo  welj  acquainted  with  theftate  of  A- 
merican  affairs,  as  to  be  able  to  judge  minutely  con- 
cerning, the  propriety  of  a revenue  tax:  That  without 
being  well  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  the  colonifts, 
we,  in  this  country  might  be  ready  to  opprefs  them, 
which  government  fiiould  above  all  things,  endeavour 
to  avoid  : That  it  was  the  beft  policy  to  keep  to  com- 
mercial views,  and  purfue  the  advantages  that  attended 
them,  which  would  lefs  opprefs  the  colonifts,  and  would 
enable  them  fooner  to  pay  their  debts  to  our  merchants. 
— Thefe  are  a few  of  the  arguments  on  both  fides,  on 
this  occafion,  and  It  will  be  allowed  by  all  who  are 
clear  of  prejudice,  that  the  miniftry  had  the  better  in 
this  difpute.  yu/lice,  found  policy , clemency^  and  bu- 
tnanitywcrc  united  ia  their  reafonings;  whereas  the 

oppofition 
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oppofition  breathed  domination , tyranny , and  dtftruc * 
thn  through  the  whole  of  this  debate, 

Norwithilanding  the  violence  and  rigour  of  thofe  iii 
oppofition,  and  all  the  fecret  influence  of  an  mvifible 
power,  the  bill  palfed,  upon  a divifion,  by  a majority 
of  275  to  167,  and  was  carried  up  to  the  lords  by 
above  two  hundred  members  of  thchoufe  of  commons. 
The  approbation  with  which  it  was  introduced  into 
the  upper  houfe,  did  not  fecure  it  from  a vigorous  op- 
pofition : Thirty-three  lords  entered  a protefi  againft 
it  at  the  fecond  reading,  and  twenty-eight  at  the  third 
reading : \t  was  however  Carried  by  a majority  of 
thirty-four  lords,  and  in  three  days  received  the  royal 
aflfent.  The  repeal  of  this  law  was  the  caufe  of  more 
univerfal  joy  through  the  dominions  of  Britain,  than 
probably  ever  was  known  by  any  one  event.  It  could 
pot  but  do  the  hearts  of  the  promoters  of  this  appeal 
good,  to  fee  and  hear  of  fo  many  millions  of  their  fel- 
low-fubjefts  rejoicing  and  exulting  at  an  event  which 
proceeded  from  the  wifdom,  bepevolence,  juftice,  and 
cleme  ncy,  of  men  whom  they  had  entrufled  with  their 
concerns.  There  was  more  true  glory  to  the  king, 
the  parliament,  and  the  miniftry,  in  repealing  this  aft, 
than  if  they  had  all  united  to  enforce  it  by  fleets  and 
armies,  fire  and  fword.  There  can  be  little  true  glory 
in  forcing  laws  by  military  execution,  but  therefsmucb 
honour  in  making  fuch  ftatutts  or  repealing  them,  as 
give  joy  to  a whole  empire.  , This  is  one  of  the  glo.- 
ries  of  the  prefent  reign,  and  for  the  fake  of  this  noble 
aft  of  wifdom,  every  humane  perfon  will  be  ready  to 
forgive  an  hundred  faults,  Whatever  may  happen  in 
future  times,  it  may  be  faid  that  George  the  Third  had 
once  a wife  miniftry,  and  put  bis  hand  to  a noble  and 
illuftrious  deed.  In  all  cafes  that  are  problematical 

nothing 
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nothing  difplays  the  wifdom  of  a legHlatnre  more  than 
the  purfuing  meafures  that  are  lenient  in  their  own 
nature,  and  teod-to  conciliate  the  affeftions  of  the 
fubjefts  to  government.  The  infirmities  of  human  na- 
ture require  that  the  exertions  of  government  fliouli 
t>e  tender,  and  that  power  which  is  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  governors  topreferve  men’s  lives,  fliould  ne- 
ver be  employed  todeftroy  them,  as  long  as  any  other 
method  can  be  adopted.  : . ; . ? 

There  was  alfo  this  feflions  a bill  brought  in  and 
paffed,  for  fecuring  the  dependence  of  the  colonies 
upon  Great  Britain  ; and  another  for  granting  -indem- 
nity to  fuch  as-had  incurrred  penalties  on  account  of 
theftamp-aft,  and  an  order  made  by  government,  that 
the  provinces  of  North  America  ftiould  indemnify  inch 
as  had  fuffered  by  the  late  riots,  by  making  a com- 
penfation  for  the  Ioffes  they  had  foftaified,  which  they 
fome  time  after  accordingly  did.  The  cyder  aft  was 
alfo  repealed,  and  another  duty  laid  oa  in  its  place,  fo 
that  one  popular  law  fucceeded  another,  andthemim- 
ftry  increafed  in  popularity  as  they  wereenviedby  thofe 
in  Oppofition.  The  fatisfaftion  arifitig  from  the  re- 
peal of  this  aft  Was  heightened  in  proportion  to  the 
degree  Of  difeontent  that  had  arifen  from  the  paffmg 
of  it,  and  the  cyder  counties  tafted  the  fame  pleafufe 
with  their  brethren  in  America,  which  they  enjoyed 
at  the  fame  time,  and  teftified  their  thankfulnefs  by 
univerfal  joy.  As  men  in  growing  really  wifer,  ge- 
nerally grow  better,  :fo  as  the  miniftry  encreafed  in 
wifdom,  they  proceeded  in  promoting  afts  of  utility. 

By  their  conferences  with  the  merchants  in  North 
America,  and  thofe  of  the  Weft  Indies,  they  acquired . 
more  knowledge  of  their  trade;  and  the  method  of 
condufting  it,  and  by  virtue  of  fome  petitions  from 
trading  towns  iq  England,  a bill  was  palled  for  opening 

free 
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free  ports  in  the  Weft  Indie*  Udder  certain  litruta.* 
»ttoas  and  rcftr  »&i<>ds,  Several  new  and  importantm- 
.gulations  were  likewife  made  in  the  general  fyftem  of 
commerce  in  the  colonies,  and  fame  reftri&ians  taken 
off,  that, had  been  long  complained  of,  as  an  heavy 
•clog  upon  trade  and  ,bufmefs«  (Thefe  popular  a£ts 
made  the  nwwftry.lhft  idol  of  the  mercantile  part  of  the 
station,  who  could  not  help  bejng  highly  pleated  at 
the  attention  which  had  been  paid  to.  iheir  interefts, 
fo  different  from,  what  former  admi  wftr  afions  ge - 

-neraily  pra£Wed>ifr;;>rr  L.  jpjiviml  v,’:  ..bolh.'r 
Some  other  a&s  and  refolutioas  were  pa&d,  this 
feffion,  which  all  tended  either  to  eafij,  or  remove,  the 
‘burdens  of  the  people  j among  which  may  be  reckon* 
fed  the  repeal  of  the  old  duties  upon  houfes  and  win* 
dows,  and  the  new  bill,  by  which  tb^  duties  arc^UCfh 
more  equitably  laid t on,  and  more  eafy  to  the  lower 
and  middling  degrees  #jf  people.  It  v^as  alfo  r?£olved 
.that  the  taking  up  <off  people  by  general  warrants,  or 
khc  feizing  .o&bcijfcpapers*  excepyin. fitch  Cjafcs  as,are 
tprefcribed  by  a^s  of  parliamenta^e  illegal,  , 

The  miniftry  had  hitherto  fucceeded.  in  the  moft 
profperous  manner  } they  had  weathered  the  ftofmof 
oppofttion  during  this  feffion,  and  gained  every  point 

- they  had  attempted  in  partiamentofThey  had  fecured 
ithe  confidence  and  good  will , of  the  public  in  the 

higheft  degree  ; ,they  alfo  had  acquired  dome  creditin 

- the>r  foreign  tranfa&ions : an  advantageous  commer- 
,-  cial  treaty  had  been  concluded  with  the  Emprefsof 
, Ruffia,  and  the  long  coptefted  Canada  bills  were 

- fettled  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  owners  ; and  they 
had  made  fome  progrefs  in  reviving  the  long  neglected 
affair  of  the  Manila  ranfom.  Snch  nOw  was  the  fuc- 

. ceft  of  the  miniftry,  that  it  was  now  thought  that  they 
;•  '•= ' \ ,• : - ‘ ; '-:.r  i ni  • were 
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Were  fecurely  fettled  and  fixed  in  their  prefent  fitiist- 
tion.  It  was  at  this  tiine,  to  the  furprife  of  the  whole 
nation,  that  notwithstanding  thefe  appearances  the 
roiniltry  was  changed.  The  prefent  reign  had  hither* 
to  been  remarkable  for  changes  of  this  fort,  and  the 
reafon  generally  affigned  for  this  political  phsenomo- 
non  was,  that  a fecret  influence  of  an  invifible  agent 
which  did  not  appear  publickly  direfted  the  fprings  of 
government,  and  produced  fo  many  and  various  revolu- 
tions in  the  miniftry.  Whether  this  opinion  proceed- 
ed from  jealoufy  or  fome  other  caufe  I will  hot  pretend 
to  determine,  but  it  was  the  general  belief  of  the  pub- 
lic at  that  time,  upon  whatever  principle  it  might  be 
founded.  Shch  a fijdden  overturn  in  the  minifterial 
department,  when  all  the  nation  applauded  the  mea- 
fures  of  government,  could  not  be  accounted  for, 
upon  any  rational  principle  .of  operation;  for  as  the 
miniftry  were  the  fervants  whom  the  king  had  ap- 
pointed to  manage  the  public  aflairs  of  the  nation, 
and  they  had  difeharged  their  duty  with  univerfal  ap- 
probatioh,  the  turning  them  out  of  office  when  they 
were  agreeable  to  the  public,  feemed  to  declare, 
that  the  interefts  of  the  king  and  the  nation  were 
different,  or  that  the  fovereign  did  not  fuftain  the 
people  proper  judges  of  their  own  interefts.  The 
miniftry  finiftted  their  career  with  fo  .touch  honour  tp 
themfelves,  and  fatisfa&ion  to  the  nation,  and  withal, 
behaved  in  fuch  a difinterefted  manner,  that  their  po- 
pularity increafed  after  their  difmiflion  from  their  of- 
fice. They  had  gained. nothing  to  themfelves,  :and 
fecured  nothing  to  their  friends,  and  retired  witheit 
place,  penfion,  or  emolument.  The  public  exp reffed 
the  ifenfe  they  had . of  their  ferviees j by  numerous 
addreffes  prefented  to  the  marquis  of  Rockingham  on 
this  occalion,  while  thfcy  Ihewed  their  difpleafore  at 

difplacing 
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difplacing  men*  who  had  behaved  fo  worthily  in  the 
execution  of  the  truft  repofcd  in  them.  Upon  the 
30th  of  July  the  Duke  of  Grafton  was  appointed  firft 
Lord  of  the  Treafury,  in  the  place  of  the  Marquis  of 
Rockingham  ; the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  Secretary  of 
State  in  the  room  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond  j Lord 
Cambden,  Lord  High  Chancellor,  in  the  place  of  the 
Earl  of  Northington*  the  Right  Honourable  Charles 
Townlhcnd,  in  the  room  of  the  Right  Honourable 
William  Dowdefwell,  and  the  Right  Honourable  WilJ 
liam  Pitt,  lately  created  Vifcount  Pinfenr,  and  Earl  of 
Chatham,  Lord  Privy  SeaL  Many  other  changes  took 
place,  in  the  different  departments  of  government, 
which  by  no  means  feemed  to  enfare  a long  continu- 
| nnce  of  this  new  adminiftratiem.  Though  fome  popu- 
lar men  were  not  admitted  into  adminiftratiofi,  the 
public  confidered  this  only  as  a febeme  of  the  favour* 
ite,  to  leffen  their  populari  ty,  and  bring  them  into  dif- 
efteertt  with  the  nation.  This  miftiftry  was  fomething 
like  the  King  of  Babylon's  image,  Which  he  faw  in 
his  dream,  partly  iron  and  partly  clay.  It  Was  fore* 
feen  that  men  of  fdch  different  principles,  would  not 
long  unite,  in  carrying  on  a fyftem  of  government.—* 
Lord  Chatham,  by  dividing  the  intefefts  of  thofe  that 
were  the  favourites  of  the  nation,  funk  greatly  in  hit 
popularity,  and  his  receiving  a place*  penfion,  and  title* 
contributed  not  a little  to  deface  his  former  greatnefsi 
Such  is  the  uncertainty  of  human  applaufc  and  popula1 
rity,  that  what  is  gained  by  diligence  and  hard  appli* 
cation,  may  be  loft  in  an  inftant  of  time  beyond  reJ 
vutfery.  hat  i:.;:  -c.  - ft  ./.♦:< i t 

- The  new  miniftry  came  to  therr  office  at  a time* 
when  circumftanees  combined  to  render  their  duty  a 


talk  of  great  difficulty  ; they  not  only  fucceeded  a fet 
of  men  who.  were  popular  aqd  fuccefsful,  bat  found 


new 
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new  difficulties  arife  which  they  had  not  forefeen, 
or  would  perceive.  The  prices  of  proyilions  were 
now  cpipae  to  an  exorbitant  height,  and  the  poor  of 
.the  nation  were  in  great  diftrefs  ; there  was  no  juft 
proportion  between  the  price  of  thofe  articles  that 
are  effentially  neeeffary  to  human  life,  and  the  value 
of  the  money  that  could  be  obtained  by  daily  labour. 
The  corn  was  exported  to  other  countries,  and  the 
poor  at  home  were  greatly  diftreffed : this  occafioned 
mobs,  riots,  and  diforders  in  the  nation,  and  produced 
many  unhappy  confequences.  In  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember a proclamation  was  iffued,  to  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  corn,  and  meffengers  were  fent  to  the 
fca-ports  to  fee  that  the  terms  of  the  proclamation 
were  obferved,  and  to  prevent  fuch  ffiips  as  were 
loaded  from  failing  with  their  cargoes.  This  procla- 
mation, though  it  was  well  intended,  was  illegal,  and 
was  an  affumingof  a power  which  the  conftitution  does 
not  permit  to  the  crown  v it  was  therefore  the  foun- 
dation of  feveral  fevere  debates  in  parliament.  Though 
the  expedient  at  the  time  was  both  neeeffary  and  po- 
pular, yet  the  mode  of  the  tranfaftion  was  confider- 
ed  by  the  more  difeerning  as  a thing  dangerous,  as 
thereby  the  crown  affumed  a power  to  difpenfe  with 
the  laws  of  the  land.  This  was  one  of  thofe  evils 
which  had  been  mod  effeftually  provided  againft  at 
the  revolution  ; at  which  time,  it  had  been  declared 
to  be  utterly  inconfiftent  with  the  Englilh  conftitu- 
tion,  and  contrary  to  the  known  laws,  ftatutes, 
and  freedom  of  the  kingdom.  The  advifers  and  ex- 
ecutors of  this  proclamation,  were  therefore  exptffed 
to  a fevere;  cenfure  : but  as  their  intention  w'as  good, 
and  the  effects  of  their  proceedings  faiatary,  it  would 
have  been  juUi.ce  in  extreme  to  have  taken  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  ftatutes  againft  men  \vh.o  haft  done  all 
L in 
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in  their  power  to  relieve  the  prefent  diftrefs  of  the 
kingdom.  A bill  was  therefore  brought  in  to  indem- 
nify all  perfons  who  had  afted  in  obedience  to  the  late 
act  of  council,  concerning  the  embargo* 

This  bill,  when  it  was  brought  in,  fecured  the  infe- 
rior officers  againft  profecution  for  their  afting  con- 
trary to  law,  but  left  out  the  council  who  had  advifed 
tile  proclamation  5 and  it  alfo  wanted  an  introduftion 
to  point  out  the  illegality  of  the  meafure.  This  was 
the  occafion  of  ninch  altercation,  in  which  fome  of  the 
miniftry  who  had  been  formerly  very  popular,  and  ad- 
mired as  the  friends  of  liberty,  deferted  its  caufe,  and 
advanced  doftrines  entirely  contrary  to  the  principles 
of  the  revolution.  They  not  only  vindicated  the  mea- 
fure concerning  the  embargo  as  A neceffary  expedi- 
ent in  a critical  fituation,  but  defended  it  as  a matter 
of  right ; and  maintained,  that  a difpenfing  power  in 
cafes  of  ftate  neceffity,  was  one  of  the  prerogatives  of 
the  crown.  That  which  rendered  this  proclamation 
more  fufpkious  and  unpopular,  was,  that  a proclama- 
tion had  been  iffued  before,  againft  foreftalling,  upon 
the  fame  day  that  the  parliament  was  prorogued, 
from  the  16th  of  September,  till  the  nth  of  Novem- 
ber following. 

ft  was  argued  on  this  occafion,  that  provided  the  mi- 
niftry had  not  had  fome  intention  to  introduce  an  arbi- 
trary power,  they  would  have  advifed  the  King  to  have 
called  the  parliament,  and  laid  on  the  embargo  by  an 
aft  of  the  legiflature  ; for  by  fuch  a long  and  unneceffa- 
ry  prorogation,  all  advice  of  parliament  was  preclu- 
ded ; that  the  reafon  given  for  the  proclamation  was, 
that  his  Majefty  had  not  an  opportunity  to  take  the 
advice  of  parliament,  while  yet  the  proclamation  for 
the  embargo  was  iffued  fixteen  days  after  thatfor  pro- 
roguing the  parliament.  All  this  was  urged,  to  prove 
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againft  the  miniftry  fome  defign  of  purfuing  arbitrary 
meafures.  After  many  flrong  arguments  had  beeu  ufed 
agatnft  the  meafare  concerning  the  embargo,  it  was 
inferred,  that  if  the  doftrine  of  the  fufpenfiou  of  the 
laws  were  admitted  on  a plea  of  (late  neceffity,  as  con- 
ftitutional,  the  revolution  could  be  deemed  nothing 
but  a fuccefsful  rebellion,  and  a lawlefs  and  wicked 
invafion  of  the  rights  of  the  crown  : the  bill  of  right  s, 
a falfe  and  fcandalous  libel,  and  an  infamous  impofi- 
tion  upon  both  prince  and  people  ; and  James  the 
fecond  neither  abdicated  nor  forfeited,  but  was  rob- 
bed of  his  crown.  Confiftency  is  a thing  not  always 
to  be  fount}  univerfally  obferved  in  the  practice  of  po- 
liticians ; they  often  make  ufe  of  government  to  ferve 
their  own  purpofes,  and  when  they  have  once  commit- 
ted an  error,  they  endeavour  to  find  arguments  to  de- 
fend ip,  There,  is  no  reafon  to  believe  that  the  mini- 
ftry at  this  time  had  the  fmallell  intention  of  violating 
the  couftitutiqn,  and  therefore  the  arguments  brought 
againft:  their  proceedings,  could  not  have  the  fame 
force  that  they  had  in  the  cafe  of  James  the  fecond  ; 
whofe  defigns  to  fubvert  the  constitution  were  pal- 
pable and  evidept ; but  it  mult  be  allowed  that  when 
they  defended,  as  a right,  this  ftretch  of  prerogative, 
it  was  but  fair  to  ihew  them  the  ipcQnliilency  of  their 
arguments  and  proceedings, 

1767.  The  operations  of  the  human  paffions,  in 
the  fyitems  of  poiicy,  are  a mvftery  not  eaiily  unveil- 
ed ; it  often  happens  that  when  fimple  and  undefign- 
ing  people  have  given  their  plaudit  to  meafures,  which 
from  the  belt  evidence  they  could  obtain,  they  thought 
dcferved  approbation,  that  perfons  of  refinement  will 
prefently  attempt  to  prove  that  they  whre  abfurd,  ri- 
diculous, and  inconfiltent.  The  repealing  of  the 
ftamp- aft,  which  obtained  (o  much  praife  to  the  for- 
mer miniftry,  was  attacked  by  a fet  of  venal  writers, 

as 

Digitized  by  Google 


as  a piece  of  the  worft  policy,  and  the  mod  incon-. 
ft  Rent  with  the  dignity  of  Britain  of  any  thing  that 
happened  for  many  years.  Mildnefs  in  government 
was  interpreted  pufillanimity  and  weaknefs ; and 
an  averfion  to  holtiiiiy  and  bloodlked  was  confider- 
ed  as  a want  of  concern  or  indifference,  for  the  wet- 
fare  of  the  mother  country.  T<jpics  of  this  fort  now 
became  common,  which  made  perions  of  difeernmeut 
conclude  that  the  meafures  adopted  by  thole  who 
promoted  the  repeal  of  the  damp  aft,  were  not  agree- 
able to  an  inviftble  agent,  who  now  intended  to  direft 
the  fprings  of  government ; and  that  another  plan  of 
operation  would  be  adopted.  The  Marquis  of  Rocki 
Ingham  and  his  friends  had  been  turned  out  of  their 
offices  before  that  the  dillurbanc?s  in  America  werfc 
totally  fettled,  and  fome  offenfive  afts  yet  remained; 
to  which  they  had  as  much  averfion  as  to  the  ftampj 
aft.  But  before  we  proceed  to  coiifider  the  new  dis- 
turbances that  arofe  this  year,  and  their  caufes,  it  may 
be  neceffary  to  confider  the  premonitions  that  were 
given  to  this  nation  and  the  government  concerning 
their  proceedings  towards  the  coioniffs  ; and  this  I 
fhall  do  in  the  words  of  the  writers  themfelves. 

“ The  Britifh  empire  on  the  continent  of  Ameri- 
ca is  well  known  to  be  extremely  extenfive,  and  is, 
by  our  late  conquelts,  and  the  ceffions  that  have  been 
made  to  us,  become  entirely  compaft.  In  the  variety 
of  colonies  which  it  comprehends,  there  are  all  kinds 
of  foils  and  climates  ; fo  that  there  can  be  no  doubt 
entertained,  but  that  with  a farther  clearance  of  the 
country,  (as  yet  abounding  with  wild  forefts)  fertility 
of  foil,  and  falubrity  of  air,  will  become  improved, 
and  even  perrefted,  particularly  in  the  moderating  of 
qf  heat  and  of  cold,  while  to  improvement  and  popula- 
tion there  can  hardly  any  end  be  forefeeii. 

“ Little  doubt  can  be  entertained,  that  this  vaft 
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country  will  in  time  become  the  greateft  and  mod 
prufperous  empire  that  perhaps  the  world  has  ever 
feen.  The  earth  is  well  known  to  contain  abundance 
of  mines,  and  probably  of  every  fpecies  that  can  be 
laid  to  enrich  a country  ; fo  li  kewife,  in  time,  all  pro? 
dufts  whatever  may  be  expefted  from  the  foil.  Its 
feas,  banks,  bays,  Goafis,  and  rivers,  we  alfo  know 
h.iyethe  mo  t abundant  fiftteries,  fo  that  there  can  be 
po  natural  impediment  to  its  becoming  greatly  power- 
ful and  profpevous,  • : ; 

“ The  leall  computation  of  white  inhabitants,  at 
prefent,  is  two  mil  lion?,  :(  and  if  thereto  are 

aided  the  Indian  tribes,  Negroes,  and  Mullattoes,  per- 
haps the  whole  number  of  inhabitants  lately  mention- 
ed jn  the  public  papers^  may  not  be  an  exaggeration, 
in  their  being -efti mated  at  five  millions.  But  in  con- 
fidering  the  progrefs  of  population,  I fliall  confider  the 
white  inhabitants  only  ; becaufcin  proportion  as  they 
increafq  it  may  probably  he  conje&ured,  that  thofe  of 
the  other  cplour  will  diminifh.  , , : , 

“ The  American  writer^  all  agree  in  acknowledging 
that  from  the  .encouragementswhich  are  given  to 
early  marriage,  from  the,  facility  of  acquiring  fqttle- 
ments  on  lands,  and  the  tempatipns  there  are  to  make 
them,  in  the  inexhauftible  lources  of  improvement  in 
thofe  kinds  of  property,  that  the  numbers  ot  white  in- 
habitants become  doubled  in  five  and  twenty  years. 
Let  us  then  confider,  upon  the  bottom  on  which  the 
colonies  {land  at  preient,  at  how  rapid  a rate  their  po- 
pulation mud  increafe.  In  twenty-five  years  their 
numbers  will  probably  have  grown  from  two  millions 
to  four,  in  fifty  years,  eight,  in  feventy-five  years  to 
fixtecn,  and  in  an  hundred  years  to  thirty-two  millions; 
which  is  fuch  a driking  profpeft  of  increafing  popula- 
tion in  thofe  regions,  as  iliould  induce  us  to  defert 
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the  idea  of  being  long  able  to  fubjeft  them  by  our 
power,  and  make  us  adopt,  as  its  fubflitute,  true  po- 
licy for  that  purpofe  which,  perhaps,  for  many  ages, 
may  preferve  what  mere  power  might  fail  to  fecure 
for  a few  years. 

“ There  are  no  fubjefts  fo  frequently  handled  as 
thofe  of  government,  policy,  and  trade,  but  in  which 
there  is  difcoverable  much  ignorance  and  prepoifcf. 
fion,  and  thofe  often  among  fuch  as  ftiouid  bell:  un'der- 
fland  them  ? for  many  judgments  are  continually  feen 
to  be  framed,  without  right  information,  and  too  many 
falfe  ones  are  often  obtruded  on  government,  front 
felf-interefted  motives  ; fo  that  difhonefty  and  igno- 
rance appear  co-operating  together,  to  our  great  na- 
tional injury. 

“ Some  late  unfortunate  tranfaftions  that  have  pro- 
ved greatly  irritating  to  our  colonifts,  have  fit  them 
as  we  fee,  upon  eftimating  for  themfelves ; and  that 
turn,  which  has  perhaps  been  injudicioufly  given  to 
their  contemplations,  has  ferved  to  convince  them  of 
their  utility  to  us,  which  they  feem  inclinable  to  rate 
at  its  very  urmoft  eilimation,  and  accordingly  thereon 
fet  a value  on  themfelves  ; and  we  ought  to  be  aware 
how  very  ftrongly  the  effimations  of  their  own  utility, 
will,  on  all  occasions,  operate  on  the  minds  of  indivi- 
duals, or  bodies  of  men. 

“ The  North- Americans  now  fay  and  write,  that 
they  have  ever  been  toiling  for  the  benefit  of  the  mo- 
ther country,  in  which,  if  they  are  not  confidered  as 
children,  their  treatment  is  that  of  Oaves  ; and  there- 
fore, if  attempted  to  be  opprefled,  they  muO  unite  in 
their  own  defence.  They  accordingly  cry  out  for 
union  ; and  we  even  fee,  by  the  public  papers,  that 
there  is  to  be  a conference,  or  congrefs  of  deputies 
for  that  purpofe,  which  is  firft  propofed  for  repre- 
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fentatidn  only ; but  fhould  they  not  therein  fucceed, 
ought  we  not  to  be  aware  of  what  they'next  may  pro- 
ceed to  coniult  on,  and  what  may  prove  the  con- 
fequences  of  either  rooted  hatred,  or  ralh  defpera- 
tion  ? 

I,  who  was  never  in  the  colonies  nor  have  any 
particular  couue&ions  with  them,  do  not  take  upon 
myielf  to  vindicate  their  opinions  or  proceedings  or  to 
plead  partially  in  their  behalf ; but  have  endeavoured 
to  regulate  my  thoughts  by  the  principles  of  right  po- 
licy, when  I venture  to  cenfure  thofe,  who  are  pref- 
ling for  a rigid  exertion  of  authority,  becaufe  lam  well 
convinced,  that  there  are  occafions  when  every  kind 
of  authority  may  find  it  prudent  to  yield  upon  critical 
exigencies,  as  every  intelligent  man  mud  know,  is  oc- 
cafionally  the  cafe  in  all  countries  upon  earth.  The 
highed  authority  has  often  done  it  with  true  wifdom 
in  this  kingdom,  as  I need  but  inftance  in  the  year 
1733,  with  regard  to  the  propofed  excife  on  wine 
and  tobacco,  and  in  the  year  1755,  with  refpeft  to 
the  law  for  allowing  the  naturalizing  of  Jews ; con- 
cerning the  utility  or  propriety  of  which  date  mea- 
fures,  any  more  than  of  thefe  regarding  America,  I 
deliver  no  opinions  of  my  own ; but  I mud  applaud 
every  relaxation  for  the  fake  of  redoring  harmony,  or 
preventing  defperation. 

“ From  true  principles  of  policy  and  commerce, 
I,  however,  venture  to  pronounce,  that  whatever  re- 
ftriftions  tend  to  prevent  our  colonids,  either  ofNorth- 
America,  or  the  Wed-Indies,  from  enriching  them- 
felves  by  other  dates,  are  of  prejudice  to  the  mother- 
country,  becaufe  all  the  riches  which  they  acquire, 
mud,  in  one  fliape  or  another,  finally  center  aniongf 
us,  of  which  convi&ion,  I defire  no  better  authority, 
than  thofe  barometers  of  balances  the  courfes  of  ex- 
change j 
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change;  and  how  immenfely  chey  are  againfl  ever?  ond 
of  our  colonies,  mud  by  all  men  be  known.  If  there- 
fore, from  whatever  they  are  capable  by  any  means 
to  get,  they  only  fubfift  themfelves,  with  being.. :kept‘ 
in  a flate  of  deep  debt  to  us,  what  have  we  to  dcfire 
more,  and  whom  can  we  fo  much  injure  by  reftrj&ions 
as  ourfelves  ? 

• ' **  -JIa 

“ Reftraints  oh  their  trade  mull  then,  in  thcjr  na- 
tnre,  be  impolitic ; for  whatever  trade  they  carry  on, 
if  they  get  but  a balance  in  their  favour,  which,  one 
way  or  other  they  mult  do,  it  will  turn  out  to  our  nd-: 
vantage ; and  furely,  of  all  inftruraents  for  fuppreffing; 
trade,  if  otherwife,  the  military  and  marine  are  the  lafl: 
to  be  employed,  becufe  their  arbitrary  laws  and  princi-, 
pies  are  quite  incompatible  with  commerce,  which  can 
never  flourilhb,ut  with  mildnefs  and  encouragement;, 
’nor  ought  vice  admiralty-courts  to  be  intruded  with 
powers  over  commerce;  fo  likewife,  in  proportion  to 
the  remotenefs  of  the  fcene  of  tranfaftions  from  the 
feat  of  government,  will  ever  be  the  degrees  of  the 
danger  from  milling  them  therewith. 

“ So,  whith  regard  to  a medium  of  traffic,  what 
could  we  defire  more,  then  that  our  colonies  lhould 
content  themfelves  with  a paper  currency,  in  order 
to  be  enabled  to  lend  all  the  bullion  they  could  poffi- 
bly  acquire,  in  payment  to  us?  Was  not  this  content- 
ing themfelves  with  working  for  money,  or  effefls,  to 
purchafe  manufactures,  and  commodities  of  us  ? And 
fliould  notwe  have  beencontented  with  getting  all  their 
real  wealth,  and  leaving  them  with  fuch  a fubllitute  as 
a paper  currency  ? 

, “ With  regard  to  their  taxes  likewife,  if  ithey  have 
not  money  to  pay  them,  and  aifo  ;q  purchafe  our  ma- 
nufactures whatever  is  gained  in  one  way,  ipulf  be 
IqR  to  us  ip  another;  and  furely  it  need  not  be,  rer 
‘ marked 
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liow  ruinous  the  lofsofthat  trade  of  our  fupply  to  them, 
muft  prove  to  us.  It  furely  would  be  time  enough  for 
as  to  think  of  taxing  the  Americans*  when  they  had 
found  the  means  of  getting  more  money  than  they 
wanted  to  pay  us  in  the  Way  of  trade,  but  the  demand- 
it  of  them  while  they  had  it  not,  was  reducing  them 
to  the  branded  ^Egyptian  flavery,  of  making  bricks 
without  ftraw. 

“ In  fhort,  our  great  objett,  with  regard  to  North 
America,  is  that  of  vending  our  manufactures,  which 
the  more  they  are  enabled  to  buy,  fo  much  the  better 
it  mull  be  for  us,  in  the  employment  of  our  people 
at  home,  and  in  returns  we  receive  ; and  the  more  we 
adhere  to  this  general  fcheme  of  common  intereft, 
and  the  lefs  we  perplex  ourfelves  with  particular  and 
intricate  ones,  the  fafer  and  more  advantageous  will 
be  the  coitrfe  we  fliall  take,  as  well  for  the  peace,  as 
the  profperity  of  both  countries. 

“ But  I am  afraid  the  true  fa£t  is,  in  this  country 
of  felf-intercfted  bodies  and  individuals,  all  purfuing 
their  own  good  to  the  hurt  and  danger  of  the  com- 
munity, that  we  are  more  jealous  of  the  trade  than 
of  the  power  of  the  North  Americans,  which  is  a fo- 
lecifm  in  policy  that  is  founded  in  Ihort-fighted  felf- 
intefeft,  to  which  in  the  end,  it  will  be  found  to 
prove  fatal. 

« To  form  a right  judgment  * concerning  the  ftate 
of  the  colonies,  we  fhould  in  the  firlt  place  confider 
the  produce  of  their  agriculture  in  enumerated  com- 
modities ; which,  with  all  their  other  products,  fent 
to  Britain  are  well  known,  both  from  the  accounts 
of  the  cullom-houfe,  merchants,  and  planters j all 
which  have  been  carefully  examined  for  many  years 
pah,  and  from  thefe  it  appears,  that  the'value  of  all 
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tjieir  enumerated  commodities  is  but  767,330b  pet 
annum  ; even  the  higheft  computation  does  not  bring 
it  to  8oo,oool.  meaning  in  neat  proceeds  to  the 
planters.  Their  value  has  indeed  always  been  com- 
puted at  6oo,oool.  till  within  thefe  few  years  part. 
But  every  one,  who  is  acquainted  with  the  colonies, 
may  fee,  that  their  enumerated  commodities,  are  the 
chief  part  of  their  produce  ; every  thing  they  make, 
indeed,  is  for  remittances  to  Britain,  in  order  to  pur- 
chafe  their  neceffaries,  and  to  pay  their  debts  } 
whence  we  may  be  very  certain,  that  their  non-enu- 
merated  commodities,  fold  in  other  countries,  are  not 
equal  in  value  to  the  enumerated,  which  are  fent  to 
Britain.  Accordingly,  the  firft  are  computed  as 
700,000!.  a year  at  moll  j and  if  we  were  to  enter  in- 
to the  particulars,  no  one  could  make  them  amount 
to  that  fum.  Thus  the  produce  of  all  the  colonies  in 
North  America  amounts  at  moll  to  1,500,000!.  per 
annum , above  what  they  confume  among  themfelves ; 
and  we  {hall  fee  below,  that  it  cannot  well  exceed 
1,400,00c!.  All  that  they  import  into  Britain,  both 
in  enumerated  commodities,  and  what  they  purchafe 
with  {hetro,  amounts  at  molt,  by  the  rates  at  the  cuf- 
tom-houfe,  but  to  1,066,4911.  per  annum. 

“ By  the  cuftom-houfe  accounts,  from  the  year  1756 
to  1761  inclufive,  the  flate  of  the  trade  between  Great 
Britain  and  North  America,  during  thefe  fix  years  of 
war,  are  as  follows  : 

“ Annual  exports  from  Britain  to  North  £. 

America  on  an  average  2045144 

Imports  into  Britain  752338 

Balance  due  to  Britain  1292806 

By  the  fame  accounts  from  1762  to  1764,  both 

included. 
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included,  fince  the  peace,  that  the  trade  is  thus  flated  : 

Exports  from  Britain  on  an  average  2002445 

Imports  into  Britain  1066491 

Balance  due  to  Britain  955954 

**  In  thefe  nine  years,  fince  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  from  1756  to  1764  inclufive,  the  following  is 


the  ftate  of  the  whole  on  an.  average  : 

C 

Exports  from  Britain 

2°37577 

Imports  into  Britain 

857056 

Balance  due  to  Britain 

1180521 

Total  exports  in  thefe  nine  years 

18338199 

Total  imports 

7713506 

Total  balance  due  to  Britain  in  9 years 

10624693 

“ Now,  as  the  colonies  exported  to  the  value  of 
eighteen  millions,  aad  owe  five  or  fix  millions  to  Bri- 
tain, they  cannot  have  paid  more  than  thirteen  mil- 

lions in  thefe  nine  years,  which  is  1,444,0001.  per 
annum  ; and  as  people  who  are  fo  much  in  debt,  are 

obliged  to  pay  their  all,  this  mud  be  their  annual  in- 
come, and  agrees  with  the  above  account  of  their  pro- 

duce. 

Now,  as  their  enumerated  commodities 

£• 

amount  to 

767000 

The  value  of  their  non-enumerated 

commodities  muft  be 

677000 

Total  1444000 

« But  as  the  entries  at  the  Cuftom-houfe  are  too  well 

knows 
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known  to  exceed  the  real  value  of  the  exports,  this 
income  of  the  colonies  cannot  be  fo  much  as  thefe  act 
counts  make  it,  and  cannot  exceed  i ,4oo,oocl.  per  an- 
num. It  is  indeed  impoflible  to  bring  fuch  accounts  to 
a certain  precifion  ; but  from  this  date  of  them  we 
may  be  well  allured,  that  the  annual  income  of  all  the 
North  American  colonies  cannot  exceed  a million  and 
a half  a year,  and  it  is  probably  not  fo  much. 

“ From  thefe  accounts  it  appears,  that  the  annual 
balance  of  trade  againft  North  America  in  favour  of 
Britain  has  been  for  the  laft  nine  years  i,i8o,oool. 
but  as  that  balance  was  greater  in  the  time  of  war,  it 
may  be  reckoned  now  in  th,e  time  of  peace  about  a 
million  a year,  fo  long  as  they  export  to  the  value  of 
two  millions  from  Britain.  In  the  laft  nine  years  this 
balance  has  amounted  to  ten  millions,  which  is  certain- 
ly more  than  they  could  pay,  if  we  confider  their  in- 
come. This  confirms  the  accounts  of  the  merchants, 
who  make  the  colonies  fo  much  indebted  to  them. 
By  thefe  accounts  this  balance,  has  accumulated  to  a 
debt  of  five  millions  ; and  as  many  accounts  have  not 
been  received,  it  is  computed,  that  the  whole  debt 
due  to  Britain  in  North  America,  amounts  at  leaft  to 
five  millions  and  a half,  if  not  fix  millions. 

“ Befides  this,  they  owe  a public  debt  of  797,000!. 
Thus  their  public  and  private  debts  amount  to  more 
than  fix  miliioqs  of  money  ; the  filtered  of  which  a- 
lone,  at  five  per  cent,  comes  to  350,000!.  but  as  many 
of  them  pay  eight  per  cent,  according  to  the  cuftom  of 
the  trade,  the  filtered  of  their  debts  may  be  reckon- 
ed half  a million  a year ; efpecially  if  we  add  the  lofs 
they  fuftain  in  the  exchange  by  making  remittances 
of  money,  which  has  of  late  been  thirty  and  forty 
percent,  and  the  ten  per  cent,  they  pay  on  protefted 
hills,  with  fix  per  cent,  per  annum  till  they  are  dif- 
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charged.  If  we  add  this  to  the  balance  of  trade  they 
owe  to  Britain,  the  two  amount  to  their  whole  in* 
come. 

“ If  we  deduft  this  interefl:  of  their  debts,  lofs  of 
exchange,  and  protefted  bills,  from  their  income  a- 
bove  mentioned,  their  neat  income  is  but  900,000!.  a 
year;  which  is  the  whole  of  what  all  the  colonies  in 
jsTorth  America  have  to  purchafe  their  necefl'aries  from 
Britain-  This  fum  divided  among  three  millions  of  peo- 
ple is  but  fix  fliillings  a head  per  annum. — Even  if  w’e 
allow  their  income  to  be  a million  and  a half  a year,  it 
is  but  ten  fliillings  a bead. 

*•  Thus  the  colonies  have  to  difeharge  a debt  of  fix 
pr  feven  millions,  to  pay  an  annual  balance  of  nigh  one 
million ; and  to  maintain  three  millions  of  people,  out 
pf  an  income  of  a million  and  a half  a year  at  mod, 
which  is  certainly  impra&icable. — If  their  whole  in- 
come were  to  be  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  their 
debts  alone,  and  they  were  to  take  nothing  either  from 
Britain,  or  the  Wed  Indies,  it  would  not  difeharge 
their  debts,  with  interefl,  in  five  years. — It  is  common- 
ly computed,  that  all  their  perfonal  eflates  are  not 
worth  above  fix  millions ; that  they  would  hardly  pay 
their  debts  to  Britain;  and  that  their  current  caflt 
would  not  pay  the  interefl  of  their  debts  alone  for  half 
a year. — How  then  does  it  appear,  “ they  can  cer- 
tainly bear  more,  they  ought  to  pay  more?”  as  we 
^re  told  by  the  author  of  the  late  regulations  concern- 
ing the  colonies. 

“ If  wTe  allow  thefe  colonies  to  have  ten  {hillings  a- 
head  per  annum  to  expend  in  Britain,  it  v/ould  not 
purchafe  a fixth  part  of  their  necefl'aries ; and  as  their 
neat  income  is  but  fix  fliillings  a head,  it  will  not  pur- 
chafe a tenth  part  of  them.  To  fupply  them  with 
necefl'aries  from  Britain,  not  to  mention  many  other' 
' ' articles. 
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articles,  would  require  at  lead:  three  pounds  a head* 
as  appears  from  many  particular  edimates.  At  this 
rate  of  three  pounds  a head,  three  millions  of  people 
would  fpend  nine  millions  a year;  but  as  their  income 
is  only  a million  and  a half,  the  difference  of  levtn 
millions  and  a half  mud  be  looked  upon  as  a national 
lofs ; which  we  not  only  encreafe,  but  render  irrepara- 
ble, by  taxes,  duties,  confinement  of  their  fettlements, 
&c.  all  which  oblige  them  to  fupply  themfelves.  By 
thefe  proceedings  we  deprive  the  nation  of  luch  ad* 
vantages,  which  might  be  reaped  from  the  colonies, 
for  the  fake,  or  rather  the  impracticable  attempt,  of 
raifing  ioo,oool.  to  maintain  Canada  and  Florida. 

“ 1 his  bad  date  of  the  colonies  is  owing  to  three 
caufes ; the  fird  and  chief  is,  the  wearing  out  of  the 
lands,  and  great  increafe  of  the  people,  who  confumc 
twice  or  thrice  as  much  as  they  ufed  to  do,  while  their 
lands  do  not  produce  half  as  much,  although  that  is 
the  fource  of  their  whole  fupport.  They  now  likewife 
require, for  their  own  confumption,mod  of  the  articles 
imported  by  their  trade,  which  they  ufed  formerly  to 
fell,  and  to  make  money  by  them,  particularly  fugar. 
Now  as  thefe  caufes  are  daily  growing  more  prevalent, 
we  may  fee  the  neceffity  of  extending  their  fettlements, 
and  improving  their  old  plantations;  without  which  this 
date  of  the  colonies  is  never  likely  to  be  remedied,  but 
mud  daily  grow  worfe, 

“ Their  expences  in  the  war  have  likewife  involved 
them  in  great  part  of  this  debt.  It  appears  from  the 
certificate  of  the  commander  in  chief,  that  he  had 
twenty  thoufand  provincial  troops  under  his  command, 
befides  what  they  had  in  other  fervices  ; to  pay  thefe 
troops  they  raifed  about  fix  millions,  and  owe  that 
fum  to  Britain.  Hence  they  fee m to  have  run  in  debt 
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to  Britain  for  all  their  expenccs  in  the  war,  and  if  they 
were  to  raife  any  more  money,  it  could  only  be  by  the 
fame  means,  or  by  diininifhing  their  exports  from 
Britain. 

“ In  thefe  circumftances  it  is  impoffihle  that  they 
fhoutd  have  any  money.  The  balance  of  trade  they 
owe  to  Britain,  would  in  one  year  drain  them  of  all 
the  money  they  hare,  were  it  fire  times  more  than  it  is. 
—They  have  no  way  to  get  money  but  by  a trade  to 
the  Weft  Indies,  the  balance  of  which  is  again!!  them, 
fo  that  it  is  impoffible  to  make  money  by  it.  By  that 
trade  they  rather  lofe  than  gain. — Hence  in  all  thefe 
colonies  you  hardly  meet  with  any  thing  but  paper  for 
money.  This  paper  occafions  a trade  and  circulation, 
it  is  true,  but  as  the  balance  of  that  trade  is  fo  much  a- 
gainft  them,  it  drains  them  of  their  current  ca!h,  and 
leaves  nothing  but  paper  behind.  Thus  their  trade  and 
paper  currency  drain  them  of  that  money,  which  their 
agriculture  brings  in.  And  when  their  cafli  is  gone, 
fo  that  they  have  none  to  exchange  their  paper,  fo  it 
is  no  longer  of  any  value,  if  it  be  not  for  an  internal 
commerce  among  themfelves ; this  ruins  their  credit  in 
Britain,  and  puts  them  upon  manufactures.  It  is  there- 
fore more  prejudical  to  the  nation  at  home,  than  to  the 
colonies,  to  drain  them  entirely  of  money,  and  to  leave 
them  no  medium  of  trade  with  Britain.  That  only  o- 
bliges  them  to  make  their  own  neceffaries  inftead  of 
purchafing  them  here } and  let  any  one  judge,  which  ia 
the  greateft  gainer  by  that  alternative. 

“ They  who  imagine,  that  the  colonies  have  mo- 
ney, feern  not  to  know  what  they  are,  or  fliould  be. 
It  is  expected  they  ihould  purchafe  all  their  manufac- 
tures from  Britain,  which  alone  is  impoftible.  If  they 
were  to  purchafe  one  half  of  them,  they  could  never 
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any  money.  The  raw  and  unwrought  meterials,  by 
which  they  fhould  purchafe  their  manufactures,  if 
they  could  make  them,  are  of  fo  much  lefs  value,  that 
the  one  will  never  pay  for  the  other.  There  are  no 
people  in  the  world  who  purchafe  all  their  manufac- 
tures ; or  if  they  were  to  do  it,  they  could  never  have 
money.  The  mere  and  unmanufactured  produce  of 
lands  will  never  purchafe  manufactures.  Suppofe 
we  were  to  make  no  manufactures  in  Britain,  how 
fhould  we  be  fupplied  with  them?  It  is  by  manufac- 
tures, that  this  nation  gains  its  wealth;  and  if  you 
would  halve  the  colonies  to  get  money,  or  pay  taxes, 
they  mult  do  the  fame,  and  not  only  fupply  themfelves,- 
but  vend  their  manufactures  in  Order  to  raife  that  mo- 
ney; which  thefe  proceedings'  will  foon  drive  them  to. 
Thus  the  very  thought  of  raifing  money  in  the  colo- 
nies, is  contrary  to  the  fird  principles  of  colonization, 
and  to  the  intered  of  Britain  in  them.  It  mud  infalli- 
bly make  them  her  rivals  both  in  trade  and  manufac- 
tures. ' : 

*-  “ But  if  this  is  the  cafe  of  the  mod  fruitful  coun- 

tries, what  can  we  expeCt  from  North  America!  or  j 
from  the  produce  of  the  poor  and  mean  lands  there, 
the  greated  part  of  which  will  hardly  yield  the  bard 
neceffaries  of  life!  What  could  any  one  ever  expeCt 
from  a little  tobacco,  rice,  pitch  and  tar,  or  fifla,  the 
chief  products  of  North  America,  or  any  thing  elfe 
it  produces,  to  maintain  two  or  three  millions  of  peo- 
ple and  to  raife  money ! They  who  could  expeCt  this; 
mud  be  totally  unacquainted  with  the  value  of  thefe 
commodities.  If  the  colonies  could  purchafe  half 
their  neceffaries  from  Britain,  it  would  be  a very  con- 
ftderable  income,  and  worth  four  or  five  millions  a 
year  to  Britain ; but  on  the  lands  they  now  poffefs, 
if  they  are  confined  to  them  they  will  never  be  able 
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to  purchafe  a fourth,  if  a tenth  part  of  the  necefla- 
ries  they  want.  There  are  but  two  ways  for  any  peo- 
ple to  fu.bfift,  to  wit,  by  the  produce  of  lands,  or  of 
labour  j that  is,  by  agriculture,  or  manufactures ; 
and  if  they  can  make  nothing  by  the  firft,  they  mull 
neceflarily  apply  to  the  other,  which  is  die  prefeut 
Hate  of  the  colonies.  They  now  confume  the  chief 
part  of  what  their  lands  produce,  and  haye  no  way 
to  get  manufa&ures  but  by  making  them.— To  thefe 
two  refources  many  will  add  trade  ; but  that  can  on- 
ly be  carried  on  in  the  produce  of  lands,  or  manu- 
factures ; without  which,  you  lofe  by  trade,  as  the 
colonies  do  ; which  will  foon  oblige  them  to  trade  in 
their  own  manufactures,  if  they  depend  on  that,  in- 
ftead  of  agriculture. 

“ The  plenty  which  many  perceive  in  the  colonies 
proceeds  from  their  land,  and  not  from  wealth  ; .they, 
are  only  rich  in  flocks  and  herds,  like  the  patriarchs 
of  old,  and  not  in  money.  If  any  man  fliew  a great- 
er flgn  of  opulence,  it  all  proceeds  from  the  labour 
of  Haves;  who  are  fo  chargeable,  that  they  rather 
giye  their  owners  credit  than  wealth,  till  they  are  no 
longer  able  to  pay  their  debts,  which  is  their  prefent 
condition.  Hence  they  who  go  to  the  colonies,  and 
fee  figns  of  opulence  in  them,  as  they  imagine,  on- 
ly deceive  themfelves,  and  impofe  upon  the  whole 
nation,  when  they  pretend  to  be  mighty  well  acquaint- 
pd  with  them. 

“ Upon  all  thefe  accounts,  it  mull  appear  to  be 
abfolutely  impracticable  ever  to  raife  a revenue  in  the 
colonies  in  fierling  cafi,  in  which  they  were  to  have 
paid  their  taxes.  They  pay  their  own  taxes  either 
in  ftaple  commodities,  or  their  paper  currency  ; aud 
no  one  can  expeCt  to  gef  money,  where  therp.is  n<aner 
Xf  they  may  have  a little  current  cafh,  it  is  not  pro- 
' ' U per 
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perly  theirs,  but  belongs  to  the  merchants  of  Britain* 
to  whom  it  is  due.  Thte  is  a (lock  of  the  nation  in, 
trade,  left  there  by  the  merchants,  in  order  to  im-_ 
prove  it;,  and  to  apply  that  to  any  other  purpofe,  is 
like  a merchant  who  lives  upon  his  capital,  inftead  of 
improving  it  by  trade:  which  foori  brings  them  both 
to  an  end.  But  if  Britain  thus  ruins  her  trade,  in  or- 
der to  maintain  Jlanding  armies  in  time  of  peace,  this 
muft  become  a very  different  nation  from  what  it  ever 
has  been,  or  ceafe  to  be  one. 

1 “ The  advantages  of  the  North  American  trade 
feem  not  to  be  considered  in  a public  light ; their 
commodities  are  of  fo  fmall  value,  that  they  are  very 
unprofitable  either  to  make,  or  to  trade  in  them,  but 
they  are  on  that  account  more  profitable  to  the  pub- 
lic ; if  they  are  vile  and  cheap,  it  is  becaufe  they 
are  grofs  and  bulky,  by  which  they  are  fources  of 
navigation,  and  fupport  the  maritime  power  of  the 
nation.  If  you  calculate  the  freight,  commiffion,  and 
charges,  on  the  produfts  of  North  America,  they  a- 
mount  to  half  their  value  ; which  is  all  gain  to  Bri- 
tain, but  is  fo  much  dedu&ed  from  the  income  of  the 
colonies.  From  a particular  account  of  the  whole 
trade  of  North  America,  too  long  to  be  here  infert- 
ed,  it  appears,  that  the  grofs  proceeds,  including 
freight  and  all  charges,  amount  in  value,  to  Britain, 
to  three  millions  a year,  when  the  net  proceeds  to 
the  planters  do  not  exceed  a million  and  a half : anti 
2s  thefe  charges  are  all  paid  by  the  planters,  out  of 
the  firfi:  produce  of  their  commodities,  this  nation 
certaifily  does  not  enjoy  any  trade  fo  profitable  as  this 
— “ If  we  examine  into  the  circumftances  of  the  in- 
habitants of  bur  plantations,  and  our  own,”  fays  a 
very  good  judge  “ it  will  appear,  that  not  one 

fourth 
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fourth  part ' of  their  ptfodftCT  redounds  to  their  Own 
profit,” , ! vd,  - ; 11J-:  I ;-r>hrk  r.r.vi 

“ Thus  the! colonies*  which  produfe  ftaple  com- 
modities for  Britain,  are  a much  greater  advantage! 
to  the  nation*  than  feenas  to  be  apprehended.  < They> 
pay,  one  with  another-,  one  half  of  all  that  they  make,; 
for  tranfporting  and  vending  the  reft,  which  is*  all  je*n 
pended  in  Britain.  By  that  means  you  get  their  all* 
and  cannot  p^ljibly  have  any  more.  Neither  can  it 
be  expected^,  that  any  people  tan  ever  be  Worth  mo- 
ney in  their  fituation.-  Were  they  to  ftave  the  pro- 
fits only  of  tranfporting  and  vending  their  own  pro- 
ducts, their  income  would  be.  double  of  what  it  is  * 
but  as  thefe  .are  now  alj  reaped  by  Britain-,  it  is  tQ 
rob  the  nation  of  its  beft  income,  to  deprive  it  of 
this.  This  is  the  advantage  of  the  colonies,  and  the 
tax  which  they  pay  for  their  protection;-., Which  muft 
appear  a very  confiderable  one,,  as  it  amounts  to  one 
half  of  all  they  make  ; and  is  much  more  advantage- 
ous to  the  nation  than  a petty  revenue,  which  they 
cannot  poflibly  have  money  to  pay,  as  that  all  centers 
in  Britain. 

“ Befides  this  deduction  on  their  products,  and 
the  heavy  duties  upon  them,  the  colonies  pay  all  the 
taxes  of  Britain  on  every  thing  they  confume  ; as  it 
is  well  known,  all  taxes  fall  on  the  confumers,  who- 
ever nlay  firft  pay  them.  Now,  as  thefe  taxes  on 
Britilh  goods  amount  at  leaft  to  fifty  or  fixty  per  cent. 
and  the  colonies  pay  fuch  a great  part  of  what  they 
purchafe  them  with,  is  not  this  much  more  advanta- 
geous to  the  nation  than  a petty  revenue  ? YV ere  they 
id  pay  ioo,oool.  in  taxes,  they  muft  fupply  them- 
felves  with  manufactures  to  that  value  ; this  would  e- 
ftablifti  manufactures  among  them  ; the  public  would 
lofe  the  taxes  and  duties  on  thefe  goods ; the  mer- 
chants their  profits,  and  the  nation  the  benefit  of  the 
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trade  and  navigation ; which  Ioffes  would  atnoririt  tel 
twice  or  thrice  as  much  as  the  tax.  And  this  lofie 
would  fill  much  heavier  oh  the  landed  intereft  than 
the  mercantile  j the  profits  of  the  merchants  in  the? 
trade  to  llorth  America  are  hut  feiall  i they  are  rec- 
koned not  to  exceed  ten  pet  cent,  hot  allowing  then* 
to  be  twenty -fire  per  cent,  the  other  feventy-five  is 
expended  on  the  manufactures  of  the  kingdom,  and 
chiefly  fnch  as  are  made  of  Britiflt  materials,  which 
are  all  gain  to  the  land-owners.  Let  hot  the  landed 
gentlemen  therefore,  expert  to  relieve  the  burdens 
cm  their  eftates,  by  taxes  on  the  colonies';  that  is  a 
Certain  way  to  entail  their  taxes  on  them  arid  their  pos- 
terity for  ever,  and  render  them  unable  to  bear  the 
burden.  They  nxuft  then  pay  their  taxes  themfdves, 
inftead  of  having  them  paid  by  the  colonies,  who 
confnine  the  produce  of  their  lands,  and  employ 
their  tradefmen  who  are  maintained  on  the  land.” 
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Chap.  III. 


/in  account  of  the  firfl  fettle  merit  t in  New-lingland — iheit 
hardfhips — their  progrefs— their  religion  and  churcbet 
— M'ijfachufetts  charter — Harvard  college,  &c.  . .1 

J^S  in  the  caurfe  of  this  hiftory*  many  argument* 
Will  arife j concerning  the  rights  of  the  colonifts,  and 
the  principles  of  the  Englifli  government,  with  re* 
gard  to  them  ; it  may  be  neceffary,  after  we  hate 
hinted  a few  reafons  of  the  prefent  conteft,  togivefomC 
account  of  the  origin  of  thefe  colonies,  with  which  we 
are  now  contending.  Whether  all  the  accounts  of  the 
ancients  concerning  the  peopling  of  America  are  a* 
pocryphical  or  true,  I will  not  pretend  to  affirm  or 
deny.  At  fo  great  a diftance  from  the  original  of  a 
people,  fo  far  feparated  from  the  reft  of  the  world, 
many  things  that  have  been  written  are  unknown, 
many  things  are  uncertain,  and  very  few  that 
can  be  fully  depended  upon  as  matters  of  fatft.  From 
fome  circumftances  acknowledged  by  creditable  wri- 
ters, it  is  highly  probable  that  there  were  parts  of 
America  inhabited  by  Britons,  three  hundred  years 
before  the  Spaniards  knew  any  thing  of  thefe  weftern 
parts.  Modern  writers,  by  adopting  a new  theory 
of  hiftory,  have,  by  one  dafli  of  the  pen,  ftruck  out 
all  the  very  ancient  accounts  of  nations,  and  their  man- 
ners as  fabulous ; and  at  once  freed  themfelves  both 
of  the  truth  and  falfehood  of  ancient  records.  The 

authority 
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authority  of  Diodorus  Siculus , Plato , and  others,  are 
now  confidered  as  mere  dreams,  and  the  more  mo- 
dern accounts  of  Spanifti  and  Portugufe  Papifts  re- 
ceived as  the  data  and  firft  principles  of  American 
hiftory.  Columbus  is  in  general  allowed  to  be  the 
firft  difcoverer  of  America  in  thefe  latter  times; 
though  De  la  Vaga  informs  us,  that  one  Sanchez, , a 
native  of  Hslva , in  Spain,  difeovered  thefe  regions  be- 
fore him.  It  was  in  the  year  1492  that  Columbus 
entered  upon  his  enterprizej  and  difcoveredjhe  nor- 
thern parts  of  America;  and  in  1497  that  Americus 
Vefputius  difeovered  the  fouthern  parts.  In  this  fame 
year,  the  two  C abWs,  the  father  and  fon,  under  the 
commiffion  of  King  Iieiiry  the  feventh,  made  further 
difeoveries  than  either  Columbus  of  Americus,  for 
which  they  Were  highly  honoured  by  the  'king  of 
England.  What  gives  the  preference  to  the  tWo  Etig- 
lilh  men,  above  the  Gcnoefe  and  the  Florintine  is, 
that  the  Britons  difeovered  the  continent,  when  the 
others  only  difeovered  fome  iflands,  and  did  not  dift 
cover  the  main  land  till  an  year  after  it  had  been  dif- 
eovered by  the  Cabots.  Americus  came  after-them 
both,  and  gave  a name  to  the  whole  weftern  world,- 
to  which,  as  a ditcoverer,  he  was  ncn  way's  entitled. 
It  was  in  confluence  of  the  difeoveries  which  the  Ca- 
bots made,  that  after  adventurers  in  England,  made 
their  acquaintance  with  the  weftern  parts  of  the  globe. 
Melt  of  the  attempts  to  fettle  colonies  in  America 
were  unfuccefsful  at  firft,  which  happened  either 
through  the  ignorance  of  the  adventurers,  or  the 
treachery  of  fome  particular  perfons  amongthem;  who, 
for  felfilh  and  interefted  pnrpofes,  betrayed  the  truft 
repofed  in  them.  Sir  Walter  Raliegh,  Willoughby, 
Frobilher,  Gilbert,  and  Gofnold,  made  feveral  bold 
and  unfuccefsful  attempts  before  they  fucceeded,  and 

their 
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their  utmoft  efforts  proceeded  little  farther  than  tq 
difcover  the  poftibility  of.  fettling  colonies  in  thofe 
parts  of  the  world.  The  greateft  part  of  the  weftern 
continent,  towards  the  north,  was  called  at  firft  Vir- 
ginia, either  becaufe  the  firft  wrhite  perfon  that  was 
born  there  was  a female,  or  in  honour  of  the  Chieen 
of  England,  under  whofe  fan&ion  they  had  made  the 
difcovery.  This  country  was  at  firft  diftinguifhed  by 
the  names  of  North  and  South  Virginia,  till  Captain 
Smith,  irt  the  year  1614,  by  presenting  a map  of 
North  Virginia  had  its  name  changed  to  that  of  New- 
England. 

The  violence  of  the  Laudean  party  in  England  in, 
a great  meafure  promoted  the  population  of  America: 
and  without  any  defign  of  advancing  the  interefts  of 
adventurers,  gave  exiftence  to  fchemes  that  planted 
an  Englifh  race  of  people  in  the  wilds  of  the  weft. 
In  the  year  1620,  fome  perfons,  who  at  that  time 
were  called  Puritans,  to  avoid  the  violence  of  reli- 
gious perfecution  fled  to  Holland,  and  fettled  at  Ley- 
den, where  they  were  allowed  the  free  exercife  of 
their  religion.  After  they  had  continued  there  for 
fome  years,  they  began  to  find  a lukewarmnefs  of 
temper,  and  calloufnefs  of  difpofition  gradually  en- 
creafe  upon  them,  and  were  afraid,  that  by  conftant 
intercourfe  with  the  lukewarm  Dutchmen,  their  po- 
fterity  would  in  procefs  of  time  lofe  all  that  zeal  which 
they  thought  necefl'ary  to  fupport  that  form  of  reli- 
gion they  approved  of.  Their  children  had  married 
into  Dutch  families,  and  their  congregation  began  to 
decline : they  therefore  projected  the  fcheme  of  emi- 
gration to  America,  chiefly  with  a defign  to  plant  a 
ihurch  according  to  that  form  w'hich  they  had  now 
fot  up  in  Holland.  This  congregation  of  Chriftians 
Were  called  Independents,  becauie  they  maintained 
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that  .congregational  churches  arc  independent  on  al) 
Episcopal  Q.r  Rreibyterian  jurifdiftion,  and  held  that 
profelled  believers  of  the  Gofpel,  uniting  in  die  faith 
and  worship  of  the  New  Teftauicnt,  have  a juft  right 
to  exerciie  all  religious  difcipline  within  their  congre- 
gation, without  being  accountable  to  any  foreign  ju- 
rifdifition.  After  much  deliberation,  it  was  refolved 
that  the  younger  part  fhould  go  and  fettle  in  America, 
under  the  prote&ion  of  the  King  of  England,  where 
they  might  enjoy  the  liberty  of  their  confidences,  and 
be  capable  of  encouraging  their  friends  and  country- 
men to  follow  them. 

They  fent  their  agents  into  England,  and  ob- 
tained a patent  from  the  crown,  and  agreed  with 
fcveral  merchants  to  become  adventurers  in  the 
undertaking.  Several  members  of  the  church,  over 
whom  the  famous  Mr  Robinfon  was  paftor,  fold 
then  eftates,  and  made  a common  bank,  with  which 
they  purchafed  a fmall  (hip  of  fixty  tons,  and  hired 
another  of  one  hundred  and  eighty.  The  agents  fail- 
ed into  Holland  with  their  own  (hip,  to  take  in  as 
many  of  the  congregation  as  were  willing  to  embark, 
while  the  other  velfel  was  freighting  with  all  necef- 
faxies  for  the  new  plantation.  All  things  being  ready, 
Mr  Robinfon  kept  a day  of  falling  and  prayer  with 
Jus  congregation,  and  took  his  leave  of  fhe  adven- 
turers with  the  following  exhortation  ; 

‘ Brethren,  we  are  now  quickly  to  part  from  on© 

* another,  and  whether  I may  ever  live  to  fee  your 

* faces  on  earth  any  more,  the  God  of  heaven  only 

* knows  jj  but  whether  the  Lewd  has  appointed  that 

* or  no,  I charge  you  before  God,  and  his  bleffed 

* angels,  that  ye  follow  me  no  farther  than  you  have 

* feen  me  follow  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrilt. 

' If  Gad  reveal  any  thing  to  you,  by  any  other  m- 

* ftrument 
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* ftruthetit  of  his,  be  as  ready  to  receive  it  as  ever 

* you  were  to  receive  any  truth  by  my  uliniftry;  for  , 

* 1 am  verily  perfuaded,  the  Lord  has  more  truth 

* yet  to  break  forth  out  of  his  holy  word.  For  my 

* parr,  I cannot  fufficicntly  bewail  the  condition  ofjthe 

* reformed  churches,  who  are  come  to  a period  in  re- 

* figion-,  and  will  go  at  prefent  no  farther  than  the  in- 
% ftruments  of  their  reformation.  The  Lutherans 

* cannot  be  drawn  to  go  beyond  what  Luther  faw  5 

* whatever  part  of  his  will  our  God  has  revealed 

* to  Calvin,  they  will  rather  die  than  embrace  it ; 

* and  the  Calvinifts-,  you  fee,  (lick  fait  where  they 
11  were  left  by  that  great  man  of  God,  who  yet  faw 

* not  all  things-. 

‘ T:  is  s a mifery  much  to  be  lamented  ; for  though 
‘ they  were  burning  and  finning  lights  in  their  times, 

* yet  they  penetrated  not  into  the  whole  council  of 

* God*  but  were  they  now  living,  would  be  as  wil- 
' ling  to  einbra  e farther  light  as  that  which  they  fit  ft 

* received,  i befeech  you,  remember  his  an  article 
‘ our  church  covenants,  that  you  be  ready  to  re- 

* ceive  whatever  truth  lhall  be  made  known  to  you 
1 from  the  written  word  of  God.  Remember  that, 

1 and  every  other  article  of  your  facred  covenant. 

* Bui  I mult  here  withal  exhort  you,  to  take  heed 

* what  you  receive  as  truth,  examine  it,  confider  it, 

* and  compare  it  with  other  feriptufes  of  truth,  before 

* youfeceive  it;  for  it  is  not  poliible  that  the  ehriili- 
' an  world  lliould  come  fo  lately  out  of  fuch  thick  an- 

* tichriflian  darknefs,and  that  perfection  of  knowledge 

* fhould  break  forth  at  once/ 

On  the  firft  of  July,  the  adventurers  went  from 
Leyden  to  Delfthaven,  whither  Air  Robinfon  and  the 
ancients  of  his  congregation  accompanied  them  ; they 
O continued 
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continued  together  all  night,  and  next  morning  after 
mutual  embraces,  Mr  Robinfon  kneeled  down  on  the 
fea-fhore,  and  with  a fervent  pFayer,  committed  them 
to  the  prote&ion  and  bleffing  of  heaven.  The  ad- 
venturers were  about  one  hundred  and  twenty,  who 
having  joined  their  other  fhip  failed  for  New-Eng- 
land  On  the  fifth  of  Auguftj  but  one  of  their  veffels 
proving  leaky,  they  left  it,  and  embarked  in  one  vef- 
fel,  which  arrived  at  Cape  Cod  on  the  ninth  of  No- 
vember, one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twenty.  Sad 
was  the  condition  of  thefe  poor  men,  who  had  winter 
before  them,  and  no  accommodations  on  land  for 
their  entertainment:  moft  of  them  were  in  a weak 
add  fidcly  condition  with  the  voyage,  but  there  wa^ 
no  remedy : they  therefore  manned  their  long-boat, 
and  having  coafted  the  fhore,  at  length  found  a to- 
lerable harbour,  where  they  landed  their  effefts,  and 
on  the  tWenty-fifth  of  December,  began  to  build  a 
ftore-houfe,  and  fome  fmall  cottages  to  preferve  them 
from  the  weather.  Their  company  was  divided  inro 
nineteen  families,  each  family  having  an  allotment  of 
land  for  lodging  and  gardens,  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  perfons  of  which  it  confided ; and  to  pre- 
vent difputes,  the  fituatiou  of  each  family  was  decided 
by  lot.  They  agreed  likewife  upon  fome  laws  for 
their  civil  and  military  gorernment,  and  having  cho- 
fen  a governor,  they  called  the  place  of  their  fettle  - 
ment  by  the  name  of  i\V w Plymouth. 

Thefe  new  planters  underwent  great  hardfliips. 
when  they  fall  went  over,  and  many  of  them  died 
through  the  fatigues  of  their  voyage,  and  a dillemper 
which  raged  among  them.  Their  friends  in  England 
fent  them  fupplies,  and  notwithftanding  all  difficult ies- 
they  maintained  their  ftation,  and  laid  the  foundation 
©f  one  of  the  nobleft  feulements  in  America}  which 

has 
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has  proved  an  afylum  to  many  noD-conformifls  fince 
t time. 

In  the  fi«ft  fpring  after  thefe  new  feulers  had  wea- 
thered out  a fevere  winter,  when  they  began  to  look 
after  what  things  were  necefi'ary  for  their  further  fuf- 
tenance,  they  were  fuddenly  lurprifed  with  the  ap- 
pearance of  two  Indians,  who,  in  broken  Englilh, 
bad  them  welcome.  One  of  thefe  Indians  had  been 
acquainted  with  fome  of  the  Englilh  who  had  been 
fidting  on  the  eallern  parts  of  New  England,  and  the 
other  had  been  fed.uced  by  a fhip-mafter  aboard  his 
veffel,  and  carried  to  Europe,  with  fonte  others,  and 
there  fold  a have,  but  had  made  his  efcape  to  England  . 
out  of  Spain,  and  become  fervant  to  one  Mr  Slauy, 
from  whom  he  had  found  a way  to  return  to  his  own 
country.  This  Indian’s  name  was  Squanto.  He  per- 
formed many  good  offices  to  this  infant  colony,  and  • 
inftrufted  them  how  to  plant  Indian  corn,  and  made 
them  acquainted  with  one  of  the  principal  Sachems  in 
the  country,  who  came  with  fome  of  his  people 
from  a great  diflance  to  pay  them  a vifit,  enter 
ed  into  a league  with  them,  aqd  became  fuhjefts  of 
England.  Hiftorians  inform  us  of  a ftrange  device 
that  this  Squanto  obferved,  to  bring  the  Sachems 
and  Indians  into  friendfhip  with  the  colonifts,  and  un- 
der the  government  of  the  Englilh.  He  purfuaded 
them  that  the  King  of  England  kept  the  plague  lock- 
ed up  in  a cellar,  and  could  Jet  it  out  when  he  plea- 
fed,  to  deflxoy  them  all.  This  had  a great  efFeft  up- 
on the  apprehenfions  of  thofe  ignorant  favages,  who 
had  feen  the  greatefl:  part  of  their  neighbours  a few 
years  before  fwept  away  by  a molt  terrible  plague. 
This  friendly  flratagem  of  Squanto  was  a happy  mean 
of  preferving  this  infant  colony,  and  was  by  the  pi- 
ous and  religious  people  of  thofe  times,  confidered 

as 
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as  a fpecial  interpofiiion  of  providence  in  their  fa- 
vour, ‘ 1 ‘ . 

In  the  mid  ft  of  many  trials,  dangers  and  difap- ' 
pointments,  thofe  colonifts  continued  to  fupport  them-, 
felves,  and  maintain  their  religion,  as  their  circumftan- 
ces  would  permit,  till  a company  of  gentlemen  iu  Eng- 
land gave  them  further  relief  and  afliftance. 

From  the  time  that  the  firft  adventurers  went  over 
to  America,,  the  Ioffes  that  thofe  at  home  had  fultain- 
ed  in  their  fubltance  in  fupporting  them,  made  them 
turn  lick  of  thofe  adventures.  But  there  were  other 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  who  w'ere  ready  to  engage, 
in  this  caufe,  and  obtained-  a new  grant,  1,620,  of  all 
the  country  between  the  latitudes  40  and  48,  and  had 
a patent  made  outto  them,  under  the  title  of  “ The 
Council  eftabliilied  at  Plymouth,,  in  the  county  of  De- 
von, for  the  planting,  ruling,  ordering,  and  govern- 
ing <>£  New  England  in  “America,  their  heirs  and  af- 
iigns.”  This  afterwards  received  the  name  of  the 
grand  Plymouth  Patent, 

Mr  White,  a clergyman  of  Dorchefter, having  pro- 
jected a fcheme  of  a new  fettlement  of,  and  afyluoi 
for  ejeCted  minifters,  entered  into  a treaty  with  thefc 
new  patentees.  In  confequence  of  this,  the  council 
of  Plymouth,  by  a deed  under  their  common  teal, 
gave,  granted,  bargained,  'and  fold  to  Henry  Bofwell, 
and  five  others,  gentlemen  of  Doriedhire,  their  heirs 
and  affigns,  and  their  aflbeiates  for  ever,  all  that  part 
of  New  England  therein  deferrbed,  at  the  bottom  of 
a certain  bay  there,  commonly  called  Maflachufetts 
Bay.  In  this  deed  there  was  granted  all  rights,  ju- 
rifdiCfions,  royalties,  liberties,  freedoms,  immunities, 
privileges,  franchifes,  pre-eminencies,  and  commodi- 
ties whatfoever,  which  they  thcmfelves  had  or  might 
exercife  or  enjoy  within  the  faid  lands*  Some  years 
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after,  this  company  was  joined  with  feveral  gentle- 
men in  Londou,  the  principal  of  whom  was  Sir  Rich- 
ard Sahonftall,  and  a new  draught  of  the  former  pa- 
tent was  made  out,  and  the  names  of  the  new  adven- 
turers iuferted  it  it.  It  was  confirmed  by  the  King, 
and  palled  the  feals  March  4th,  1628.  By  the  royal 
charter,  this  company  was  created  a corporation, 
and  had  governors  and  affiitants  appointed,  and  were 
impowered  to  chufe  annually  their  fucceffors  upon 
fhe  firft  day  of  Eafter  term.  They  accordingly  met 
and  for  the  firft  time,  on  the  13th  of  May,  1628,  chofe 
9.  governor,  deputy-governor,  and  eighteen  afiiftants. 
At  this  time  the  court  agreed  that  every  one  of  the 
company  who  fhould  fubfcribe  50I.  fhould  have 
200  acres  of  land  for  their  dividend,  and  in  proportion 
for  a greater  fum.  A lift  of  the  names  of  fubfcri- 
bers,  and  the  fums  fubfcribed,  was  tranfmitted  to  Mr 
Endicot,  whom  they  had  a little  before  fent  over 
as  governor  in  the  plantation.  This  was  the  firft  roy- 
al ’charter,  and  the  original  of  fet ding  the  Maflachu, 
fetts  Bay.  This  company  was  formed  upon  a plan 
fimilar  to  that  of  the  Eaft  India  company.  The  gen- 
tlemen who  formed  this  company  were  refident  in 
England, 'and  chofe  their  governor,  deputy-go vernor, 
and  afliftants  out  of  their  own  body,  refident  among 
themfelves,  and  then  fent  out  a perfon  under  their  au- 
thority, ns  governor,  to  difpofe  of  the  new  fettle- 
ment.  The  firft  of  thefe  was  Mr  Endicot,  whom  they 
fent  away  as  foon  as  the  charter  was  executed,  to  take 
care  of  the  colony,  and  to  prevent  the  new  fettiers 
from  returning  home,  who  were  in  great  diftrefs,  and 
intended  to  have  returned  to  England. 

’ Among  the  feveral  debates  concerning  the  nature 
oF  charters,  it  has  never  yet  been  fairly  determined 
whether  fuch  royal  patents,  granted  for  ever,  to  cor. 
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porate  bodies,  fulfilling  the  conditions  of  their  char, 
ters,  can  be  diffolvedat  the  pleafure  of  the  legifluture. 
The  only  difficulty  concerning  this  charter  is,  whe- 
ther, after  the  company  removed  from  Old  England 
to  New- England,  the  aft ; and  proceedings  of  that  com- 
pany had  the  fame  force  as  before  ? Reafon  and  juftice 
will  readily  determine  this  point  in  the  affirmative  ; 
but  what  it  may  be  as  a point  of  law,  I will  not  affiint. 
If  the  fovereign  has  a right  to  grant  charters,  accor.. 
ding  to  the  laws  of  the  empire,  one  charter  muft  be 
as  good  as  another  ; and  if  an  aft  of  parliament  be 
neceffiiry  to  make  them  legal  and  certain,  then  all 
the  charters  of  incorporated  bodies  muft  have  that 
fanftion,  otherwife  they  are  not  good  tenures  for  any 
privileges.  It  would  appear  that  the  above-mention- 
ed charter  was  a charter  to  hold  lands  within  certain 
latitudes,  and  to  authorize  thefe  fettlers  fee  chufe  a 
governor  and  affiibmts.  From  whence  it  is  natural 
to  infer,  that  it  gave  them  authority  within  thofe  dif. 
trifts,  when  the  inhabitants  ftiould  encreafe,  to  eq-i 
creafe  the  number  of  allftants  ; cr  at  leaft  t«  grant 
to  all  who  Ihould  incorj  orate  with  them,  according 
to  the  intention  of  the  grant,  the  fame  privileges,  ac- 
cording  to  their  charters,  as  members  of  the  corpora- 
tion. Thefe  adventurers  did  not  intend  to  fet  up  any 
independent  government,  but  meant  to  continue  mem. 
bers  of  the  Britilh  empire  ; but  they  certainly  believ. 
ed  that  their  removing  from  one  place  of  the  empire 
to  another,  did  not  deprive  them  of  that  privilege 
which  oriier  fubjefts  of  the  fovereign  enjoyed.  When 
they  purchafed  lands  under  the  fanftion  of  their  char- 
ter, they  did  not  imagine  that  they  were  not  their  own, 
but  might  be  taken  from  them  at  the  pleafure  of  the 
Britifh  leg'flature  without  their  confent.  They  cer- 
tainly underftood  that  their  eftates  were  freeholds, 
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held  upon  condition  of  their  fulfiling  the  allegiance 
to  the  fovereign  implied  in  their  charter,  and  that  no 
power  in  Britain  could  take  them  from  them,  with- 
out manifeft  injuftice,  and  breach  of  faith.  As  to  the 
difference  between  Old  and  New-England  freeholds, 
lawyers  and  cafuilts  may  have  much  to  fay ; but  by 
tracing  matters  to  their  original,  it  wBl  be  found  that 
the  greateft  partofthofe  eftates  called  freeholds,  and 
the  tenures  of  corporations,  are  only  founded  upon 
the  grants  of  princes,  and  the  charters  of  fovereigns. 
When  royal  charters  are  granted,  which  are  under- 
ftood  to  give  a title  to  certain  privileges  of  freedom  ; 
it  is  alfo  underftood  that  this  freedom  is  the  fame  in 
all  parts  of  the  fame  empire  ; and  that  though  there 
is  no  new  government  granted,  yet  all  the  new  privi- 
leged fubje&s  have  as  good  a right  as  the  old  ones, 
to  enjoy  the  fame  freedom.  The  colonilts,  by  going 
to  America,  were  not  freed  from  the  jurifdi&ion  of 
the  Britiih  parliament,  nor  did  they  pretend  to  any 
fuch  liberty  ; but  they  imagined  that  when  they  were 
made  free  by  charter,  that  a foundation' was  laid,  for 
their  having  fome  fhare  in  the  legiflature.  All  afts  of 
parliament  are  certainly  binding  upon  every  part  of 
the  empire  ; but  this  arifes  from  either  an  expreffed 
or  implied  reprefentation  of  the  fubjects  in  parliament 
and  though  the  king  cannot  give  a charter  to  abolifh 
afts  of  parliament,  he  may,  notwithftanding,  accor- 
ding to  the  laws,  give  a new  qualification  to  fubjefts, 
to  make  them  a part  of  the  fame  legiflature.  The 
colonilts  who  were  freemen  of  the  empire  were  bound 
by  the  laws  thereof;  but  in  fo  far  as  they  were  free- 
men, they  were  alfo  entitled  to  a fhare  in  the  legifla- 
ture; to  refufe  them  the  latter,  would  be  loofing  them 
from  all  obligation  to  the  former,  or  fubjeding  them 
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to  an  arbitrary  power,  againft  which  they  had  tio  rfi£ 
medy. 

The  firft  colonifls  feera  to  hate  had  but  very  indif- 
ferent ideas  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  ; for  the  co^ 
lony  of  Mafiachufett’s  bay  confined  their  civil  liberty 
to  their  church  members,  and  permitted  none  to  a 
{hare  in  their  government,  who  were  not  joined  menu 
bers  in  their  congregations.  And  with  regard  to  res 
ligious  freedom,  they  were  exceedingly  narrow  minds 
ed,  and  inftead  of  tolerating  people  of  different  fentis 
ments,  they  perfecuted  the  innocent  Quakers  with 
unrelenting  rigour.  They  were,  no  doubt,  much 
fretted  and  chagrined  in  their  tempers,  with  the  ufage 
they  had  met  with  in  their  own  country;  and  had 
imbibed  the  temper  of  the  times,  which  was  very  far 
from  being  mild.  It  does  not  appear  that  their  pro-1 
feffed  principles  taught  them  the  practices  they  found41 
ed  upon  them,  but  their  behaviour  was  rather  a per- 
verfion  of  their  principles.  They,  through  long  op* 
prellion,  had  acquired  a fournefs  of  temper,  and  a 
folemnity  of  manners,  of  which  their  religion  and 
■whole  behaviour  was  feafoned  ; fo  that  their  religion 
was  more  under  the  government  of  their  manners, 
than  became  the  purity  of  their  profcflion.  The  peo- 
ple were  mucti  to  be  blamed,  though  their  religion 
dfferves  commendation.  It  was  a boiflerous  age  in 
which  they  lived,  and  it  cot, Id  not  well  be  expefhd 
that  men  who  had  {offered  fo  many  hard  {hips  and  fe- 
verites  would  be  exceeding  mild  in  their  tempers. 

The  people  who  at  this  time  emigrated  to  America, 
were  generally  of  two  forts  : ftich  as  fled  from  perie- 
caton,  on  account  of  their  religion  ; and  fuch  as  were 
influenced  by  the  love  of  worldly  advantage  : Thei'e, 
as  their  motives  were  different,  frequently  puriued 
different  nicafures  :o  obtain  their  ends.  But  every 
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reader  of  their  hiftory  rauft  confefs  that  ah  unanimi- 
ty was  maintained  beyond  what  could  have  been  ex- 
pefted,  in  fuch  fingular  circumftances.  The  force  of 
religion  was  fuch  a bond  of  union  in  the  minds  of  the 
majority,  that  amidft  all  the  various  jarrings  and  con. 
tendons  which  happened  artiong  them,  they  never 
proceeded  fo  far  as  to  come  to  any  confiderable  rup- 
ture. They  bore  one  another’s  infirmities,  and  over- 
looked many  faults,  which  in  ordinary  cafes  they  would 
not  have  done  ; their  mutual  hardlhips  cemented  them 
‘together,  and  made  them  fhew  compaffion  to  each 
other,  as  ftrangers  in  a foreign  land. 

After  the  government,  together  with  their  firfl: 
charter,  was  removed  from  England  to  the  colony, 
they  began  to  encreafe  exceedingly  fall ; perfons  of 
rank  and  fortune  nat  only  patronized  them,  but  bore 
them  company  into  the  wildernefs  of  America.  The 
Lady  Arabella  Johnfton,  and  feveral  others  of  rank 
and  condition,  forfook  their  own  native  homes,  and 
croffed  the  Atlantic,  where  they  might  enjoy  the  free 
exercife  of  their  religion.  Their  governor,  John 
Wintrop,  Efq;  and  their  deputy-governor,  Thomas 
Dudley,  Efq;  were  men  of  chara&er  and  abilities, 
who  did  not  leave  England  for  the  fake  of  gain,  but 
to  maintain  a good  confidence:  they  poffefl'ed  all  the 
enjoyments  in  their  native  country  that  moft  people 
are  fond  of,  but  they  wanted  liberty  of  confcience, 
which  is  one  of  the  greatefl  enjoyments.  They  there- 
fore committed  their  lives  and  their  fortunes  to  the 
mercy  of  winds  and.  feas,  for  the  hope  of  enjoying 
liberty  in  a country  they  never  faw,  and  where  they 
could  promife  themfelves  nothing  but  hardihips  and 
difficulties.  A fleet  of  eleven  fhips,  of  which  the  Ara- 
bella was  the  admiral’s  fliip,  a veffel  of  three  hundred 
stnd  fiftv  tons,  landed  fafe  in  New-England  in  the  mid- 
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die  of  July  1630.  Two  thoufand  palfengers  came 
over  in  this  fleet,  carrying  with  them  as  much  of  their 
fortunes  as  they  could  command,  with  all  things  they 
thought  neceflfary  for  the  climate  in  which  they  de- 
figned  to  fettle. 

Soon  after  their  arrival.  Lady  Arabella  died  of  a 
diftemper  which  flie  had  contra&ed  in  the  voy- 
age, to  the  great  grief  of  her  friends,  and  of  the  co- 
lonifts;  and  many  of  the  company  were  likewife  car- 
ried off  by  difeafes  common  to  the  climate.  There 
Were  two  things  which  at  this  time  alarmed  them 
greatly ; fcarcity  of  provifions  and  fear  of  the  Indi- 
ans : fcorching  droughts  had  in  a great  meafure  con- 
fumed  the  fruits  of  the  ground  ; fo  that  the  neceffa- 
ries  of  life  became  exceedingly  fcarce,  and  the  whole 
colony  were  in  danger  of  perifhing.  From  this  fear 
they  were  happily  delivered,  by  the  arrival  of  feve- 
ral  fiiips  from  Ireland,  laden  with  various  forts  of  pro- 
vifions, which  fupplied  their  neccffiry  for  the  prefent, 
till  more  fupplies  could  be  provided.  The  fame  pro- 
vidence that  delivered  them  from  the  dread  of  famine, 
removed  alfo  their  other  ground  of  fear.  A moll 
dreadful  plague,  together  with  the  fmall  pox,  had 
fwept  away  nine  out  of  ten  of  the  natives,  fo  that 
the  few  that  remained,  fled  from  the  infe&ion,  to  more 
(Infant  places  of  the  country.  Thefe  new  fettieri 
after  their  arrival,  did  not  confider  the  patent  of  the 
King  to  be  a fufficient  title  to  give  them  poffeffion  of 
the  lands  of  the  original  natives ; they  therefore,  before 
they  pretended  to  poilefs  any  trails  of  ground,  made  a 
lawful  purchafe  thereof  from  the  true  proprietors,  and 
paid  them  a price  for  what  they  afterwards  poffefTed. 
To  reafon,  it  is  an  high  abfurdity,  for  a king  of  Bri- 
tain, or  any  other  fovereign,  to  pretend  to  give  char- 
ters of  right  to  other  people’s  pofleflions,  becaufe 
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Tome  of  their  fubjefts,  when  fcampering’ round  the 
globe;  Ihould  chance  to  fee  their. country  as  they  are 
palling  along.  With  as  much  juftice  might  fome  o- 
tlier  nations  grant  charters  to  their  fubjefts,  of  poffef- 
lions  in  England  and  France,  becaufe  fome  adventur- 
ers of  their  nations  happened  to  fail  along  their 
coafts,  as  the  people  in  England  and  France  grant 
charters  to  their  fubjefts  in  America.  It  was  a fair 
acknowledgment  of  thofe  fettlers*  that  they  did  not 
believe  their  charters  gave  them  alawful  title,  when 
they  purchafed  their  lands  from  the  natives  of  the 
country  ; and  it  is  certainly  no  more  than  an  aft  of 
juftice,  which  all  nations  Ihould  obferve  towards  thofe 
that  are  giving  them  no  trouble;  to  purchafe  what  they 
mean  to  poflefs  in  their  country.  If,  after  they  have 
made  their  purchafe,  they  intend  to  hold  of  their  na- 
tive country  as  fubjefts  for  proteftion,  they  ought 
Undoubtedly  to  pay  the  ordinary  refpefts  due  to  its 
government,  and  enjoy  the  common  rights  of  others 
bf  the  community.  A charter  can  never  lawfully' 
proceed  any  farther  than  a promife  of  proteftion  of 
thofe  lawful  poffeffions  which  the  fubjefts  of  a govern- 
ment have  acquired  : for  no  government  can  give  a 
fight  to  a foil  which  does  not  belong  thereto.  It  is 
plain  from  this  obfervation,  that  this  Maflachufetts 
colony  did  not  derive  their  right,  of  manorlhip  from 
any  fovereign,  but  from  purchafe  ; for  at  no  time 
can  it  be  faid,  that  ever  the  lands  of  the  Indians  be- 
longed to  either  king  or  parliament  of  any  nation  in 
Europe.  Their  charter  affirms  that  they  were  to 
hold  their  title  to  the  foil  in  common,  and  free  foc- 
eage,  as  of  the  manor  of  Eaft-Greenwich  in  Kent  *, 

hut 

* Massac hus e ts  colony  charter. 

Whereas  our  moft  deare  and  roy-  inory,  by  his  Highnefs’s  letters  pa- 
al  Father  Ling  jamts  of  blefied  ine-  tents  bc.re  ng  date  at  Weftmintltr 
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but  how  a title  could  be  given  to  a foil  by  thole  to 
whom  it  did  not  belong,  appears  rather  whimficat 
and  abfurd.  It  may  be  an  amufement  for  lawyers  to 
trifle  with,  but  juftice  and  equity  will  remove  all  fuch 
ideas.  One  would  think  the  colonifts,  though  they 
were  flying  from  opprefficfn,  had  at  this  time  very 
mean  ideas  of  juftice  and  liberty,  to  folicit  a pa- 
tent to  carry  in  their  pockets,  to  a foreign  country, 
to  claim  a right  to  other  people’s  lawful  pofleflions. 
It  would  appear  they  faw  the  inconfiftency,  and  claim- 
ed 

the  third  day  of  November,  in  the  the  fouthern  colonies  then  before 
eighteenth  year  of  his  reign,  hath  granted  by  our  fai  J deare  father 
gi.en  and  granted  unto  the  Coun-  to  be  planted  by  fuck  of  his  loving 
cel  cftablirtied  at  Plymouth  in  the  fubjefts  in  the  fouthern  parts.  To 
county  of  Tevon,  for  the  planting,  have  and  to  hold,  pofl'efi,  and  enjoy 
ruling,  ordering,  and  governing  of  all  and  lingular  the  aforefaid  conti- 
New- England  in  .America,  and  to  nent,  lands,  territories,  iflands,  he- 
their  heirs,  fuc?e flours,  and  af-  reditaments  and  prccincfts,  fcas,  \va- 
lignes  for  ever:  All  that  part  of  A-  ters,fifliir,gs,withallandallmanner 
merica  lying  and  being  in  breadth  their  commodities,  royalties,  liber- 
from  fourty  degrees  of  northerly  t>'es,preheminences,and  profits  that 
latitude  from  the  equinoxtiall  lint  fhould  from  thenceforth  arife  from' 
to  feurty  eight  degrees  of  the  faid  thence  with  all  and  Angular  their 
northerly  latitude  inelufively,  and  appurtenances,  and  every  part  and 
in  length  of  and  within  all  the  parcel  thereof,  unto  the  faid  Coun- 
breadth aforefaid  throughout  the  cel,  and  their  fuccefibts  and  af- 
maine  lands  from  fea  to  lea,  toge-  fignes  for  ever,  to  the  foie  and  pro- 
filer alfo  with  all  the  firme  lands,  per  ufe,  benefit  and  behoof  of  them 
foyles,  grounds,  havens,  ports,  ri-  the  faid  Councei  and  their  fuccef- 
vers,  waters,  fifhing,  mines  and  Sirs  and  affignes  forever:  To  be 
mincralls,  as  well  royall  mines  of  houlden  of  our  faid  Bioft  dear  and 
gouki  and  lilver,  as  other  mines  royal  Father,  his  heirs  and  fucccf- 
and  mineralls,  precious  ftones,  iors,as  of  his  manor  of  Eaft-Green- 
quarries,  and  all  and  fingular  other  wich  in  the  county  of  K.ent,  in  free 
commodities,  jurifdkfions,  priri-  and  common  foccage,  and  not  in 
leges,  franehifes  and  prcheminen-  Capite  nor  by  knights  fervice. 
ces  both  within  the  faid  trad!  of  Yielding  and  paying  therefore  to 
land  upon  the  maine,  and  alfo  the  faid  late  King,  his  heirs  and 
within  the  iflands  and  teas  ad-  fuccelfors  the  fifth  part  of  the  ore 
joining.  Provided  always  that  of  gould  and  filver  which  fhould 
the  faid  iflands  or  any  the  pre-  from  time  to  time  and  at  ail  times 
mifTes  by  the  faid  letters  patent  thenafter  happen  to  be  found,  got- 
intended  and  meant  to  be  granted  ten,  had  and  obtained  in,  at,  or 
w ere  not  then  udtually  poflefied  or  within  any  of  the  laid  lands,  limits, 
inhabited  by  any  oihfr  chriflian  territories  and  precinds,  or  in  or 
prince,  or  ftaie,  nor  within  the  within  any  part  or  parcel  thereof, 
bounds  limits  or  territories  of  for  or  in  refpeft  of  all  and  all  man- 
ner 
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no  right  till  they  had  firft  made  1 bargain,  and 
paid  the  pnrchafe.  Thofe  who  at  prefent  debate  con- 
cerning thefe  old  parchments  on  either  fide  of  the 
queftion,  will  never  be  able  to  draw  an  honourable 
conclufion  from  them,  worthy  of  the  true  friends  of  li- 
berty. In  the  hiftory  of  human  nature,  it  is  difficult 
to  find  confiftency,  when  men*s  interefts  and  paffions 
become  counfellors  for  their  a&ions. 

The  charms  of  a charter  under  the  great  feal  of 
England  wrought  powerfully  upon  perfons  of  feveral 


ner  of  duties,  demands  and  fervi- 
Ces  whatsoever  to  be  done  made  or 
paid  to  our  faid  dear  Father  the 
late  King  his  heirs  and  fucceiTors  \ 
as  in  and  by  t'ne  laid  letters  patent 
{amongft  Sundry  other  claufcs, 
powers,  privilegesand  grantsthere- 
in  contained)  more  at  large  ap- 
peareth. 

And  whereas  the  faid  Councel 
eftablifhcd  at  Plymouth  in  the 
county  of  Devon,  for  the  planting, 
ruling,  ordering  and  governing  of 
New-England  in  America,  have  by 
their  deed  indented  under  their 
common  feal,  bearing  date  the 
nineteenth  d.y  of  March  laft  part, 
In  the  third  year  of  our  reign  gi- 
ven granted,  bargained,  lod.  en- 
feoffed, aliened  and  confirmed  to 
Sir  HenryKofe  well.  Sir  John  Young, 
knights,  Thomas  Southcott,  John 
Humphrey,  John  Endicotl  andSy- 
mon  Whetcomb,  their  heirs  and 
aflociates  forever,  all  that  part  of 
New-England  in  America  aforefaid 
which  lieth  and  extendeth  between 
a great  river  there  called  Mono- 
mack, alias  Merrimack,  and  a 
certain  other  river  there  called 
Charles  river,  being  the  bottom 
of  a certain  bay  there  commonly 
called  Mafiachufetts,  alias  Mat- 
tachufetts,  alias  Mattatufetts  bay, 
and  alfo  all  and  Angular  thofe  lands 
and  hereditaments  whatfoever  ly- 
ing and  being  within  the  fpace  of 


degrees ; 

three  Englifh  miles  on  the  fouth 
part  of  the  faid  Charles  river,  or  of 
any  or  every  part  thereof,  and  alfo 
all  and  lingular  the  lands  and  here  - 
ditanients  whatfoever, lying  and  be- 
ing within  the  fpace  of  three  Eng- 
lilh  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
fouthermoft  part  of  the  faid  bay 
called  Mafiachufetts,  alias  Matta- 
cliufetts,  alias  MafTatofctts  bay, 
and  alfo  all  thofe  lands  and  heredi- 
taments which  lye  and  be  within 
the  fpace  of  tkiee  Knglilll  miles  to 
the  northward  of  the  C- id  river  cal- 
led Monomack,  alias  Merrimack,' 
or  to  the  northward  of  any  and  e- 
very  part  thereof,  and  all  lands  and 
hereditaments  whatfoever,  lying 
within  the  limits  aforefaid,  north 
and  fouth,  in  latitude  and  breadth, 
and  in  length  and  longitude,  of 
and  within  all  the  breadth  afore  - 
faid,  throughout  the  main  laud-', 
there  from  the  Atlantic  and  weftcni 
fea  anti  ocean  cn  the  eaft  pat  t to  t he 
fouth  fea  on  the  weft  part,  and  all 
lands  and  grounds,  place  and  pla- 
ces, foils  wood  and  «ood  grounds, 
havens,  ports,  rivers,  water-,  fill- 
ing and  hereditaments  whatfoever , 
lying  within  the  faid  bounds,  and 
limits,  and  every  part  and  parcel 
thereof,  and  alfo  alii  (lands  in  Ann-  . 
rica  aforefaid  in  the  faid  feas  or  ei- 
ther of  them  on  the  wefterne  or 
eaiferne  roafls  or  parts  nt  the  faid 
traits  of  lands  by  the  faid  indenture 
mentioned 
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degrees;  the  diftrefled,  the  religious,  and  theavaH* 
eious,  from  different  motives,  flocked  to  New-Eng* 
land.  Perfons  defcended  of  ancient  families,  mini- 
fters  of  the  Gofpel,  merchants,  hufbandmen,  artifi- 
cers, during  the  fpace  of  twelve  years,  went  over  in 
large  bodies  to  fettle  in  America.  The  expence  of 
thofe  emigrations  was  truly  extraordinary;  it  was  com* 
puted  that  the  pafliige  of  the  emigrants  coft  at  leaft 
ninety  thoufand  pounds  ; the  tranfportation  of  the 
firlt  fmall  cattle,  befides  their  price,  coft  twelve  tliou- 


ment'oned  to  be  given,  granted,; 
bargained,  fold,  enfeoffed,  aliened 
and  confirmed  or  any  of  them  t 
And  alfo  all  mines  and  minendls, 
as  well  royall  mines  of  gould  and 
filver,  as  other  mines  and  mineralls 
whatfoever  in  the  faid  lands  and 
jnemifles  or  any  Part  thereof : and 
nit  jurifdicttons,  rights,  royalties, 
liberties,  freedoms,  immunities, 
priviledges,  franchifes,  prehemi- 
ltences  and  commodities  whatso- 
ever, which  they  the  faid  Councel 
eft  ibli  Used  at  Ply  mouth  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Devon  for  the  planting  ruling 
ordering  and  governing  of  New- 
England  in  America  then  had  or 
might  ufe  exercife  or  enjoy,  in  and 
within  the  faid  lands  and  premil- 
fes  by  the  faid  indenture  mention- 
ed to  be  given,  granted,  bargained, 
fould,  enfeoffed  and  confirmed,  or 
in  or  within  any  part  or  parcel 
thereof.  To  have  and  to  houd 
the  faid  part  of  Nevv-England  in 
America  which  lycth  and  extends 
and  is  abutted  as  aforefaid,  and  c- 
very  part  and  parcel  thereof;  And 
all  the  faid  ifiands,  rivers,  ports, 
havens,  waters,  fifliings,  mines  and 
minerals,  iurifdiftions,  franchifes, 
royalties,  liberties,  privileges,  com- 
modities, hereditaments  and  pie- 
miffes  whatfoever,  with  the  appur- 
tenances, ufito  the  faid  Sir  Henry 
Uolewell,  Sir  John  Younge,  Tho- 
mas Southcott,  Jehn  Hmnftey, 


far'd 

John  Endecott  and  Symon  Whet- 
comb,  their  heirs  and  aflignet,  and 
their  aflbeiates,  to  the  only  proper 
and  abiolute  ufe  anti  behoof  of  the 
faid  Sir  Henry  Kofewell.  Sir  John 
Younge,  Thomas  Southcott,  John 
Humfrey.John  Endecott  aud  Symon 
WhetconiD,  their  heirs  and  allignes, 
and  nlTbciates  forevermore.  To  be 
houiden  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fuc-' 
ceffors,  as  of  our  mannor  6f  Eall- 
Grccnwicb  in  the  county  of  Kent, 
in  free  and  common  foccage,  and 
rot  in  Ci'pite,  nor  by  knights  l'er- 
vice,  yielding  and  paying  therefore 
unto  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefiors, 
the  fifth  part  of  the  oare  of  gcuhl 
and  filver  which  lliall  from  time  to 
time  and  at  a'l  times  hereafter  'hap- 
pen to  be  found,  gotten,  had  and 
obtained,  in  any  of  the  faid  lands 
within  tile  faid  limits,  orin  or  with-' 
in  any  part  thereof,  for  and  in  fatil- 
fa'dtion  of  all  manner  of  duties,  de- 
mands and  fcrviccs  whatfoever,  to 
be  done,  made  or  paid  to  us,  our 
licit  s or  fuccefiors,  as  in  and  by  the 
faid  recited  indenture  more  at 
large  may  appear. 

Now  know  ye,  that  we,  at  the 
humble  fuitc  and  petition  cf  the 
faid  Sir  Henry  Kofewell,  Sir  John 
Younge,  Thomas  Southcott.  John 
Humfrey.John  Endecott  and  Sy- 
mon Whetcomli,  and  of  others 
whom  they  have  afl'oeiated  unto' 
them,  Have,  for  divers  good  caules 
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fand  pounds : the  provifions  laid  in,  till  more  could 
be  provided,  coft  forty-five  thoufand  pounds : the 
materials  for  building  their  firft  cottages,  coft  eigh-r 
teen  thoufand  pounds : their  arms  and  ammunition, 
including  their  artillery,  twenty-two  thoufand  pounds. 
Befides  thefe  vaft  fums,  the  adventurers  laid  out  many 
other  confiderable  ones ; and  no  fewer  than  an  hun- 
dred and  ninety-eight  (hips  were  employed  in  carry- 
ing men,  women,  children,  cattle,  and  other  com- 
modities to  this  new  fcttlement.  It  muft  have  been 


and  eonfideratinnsus  moving  grant- 
ed and  confirmed,  and  by  tilde  pi  e- 
lent*  of  our  efpi-ciall  grace,  cert  -in 
knowledge,  and  meere  motion  do 
grant  and  confirm  unto  the  faid 
Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John 
Yoiinge,  Thoma?  Southcott,  John 
Humfrey,  John  Endecott,  and  Si- 
mon Whetcombe.  and  to  their  af- 
fociates  hereafter  named  (videlicet) 
Sir  Richard  Saltonftatl  lint.  Ifaac 
Johrifon.  Samuel  Aklerl'ey,  John 
Ven,  Matthew  Craddock,  George 
Harwood,  Increafe  Nowell,  Rich- 
ard Bellingham,  Nathaniel  Wright, 
Samuel  Vafiall.  Theophilus  Eaton, 
Thomas  Gofie,  Thomas  Adams, 
John  Browne,  Samuel  Browne, 
Thomas  Hutchins,  William  Vaf- 
fall,  William  Pinchon,  and  George 
Foxcroft  their  heirs  and  aflignes, 
a I the  faid  pirt  of  New  England  in 
America,  lyeing  and  extending  he- 
twcencthe  bounds  and  Iimit3  in  the 
faid  recited  indenture  exprelT-d, 
and  ail  lands  and  grounds,  place 
and  places,  foyles,  wood  and  wood 
grounds,  havens,  ports,  riveis, 
waters,  mines,  minerals,  imifdic- 
tions,  lights,  royalties,  jibetties, 
fieedoms,  immunities,  priviiedges, 
franchifes,  prelieminences  hrredi- 
taments  and  commodities  whatfoe- 
ver  to  them  the  fa:d  Sir  Henry 
kofewell,  Sir  John  Younge,  Tho- 
rn .s  Southcott,  John  Hnmfrcy, 
Jj-chn  Endecott  and  Himon  Wlirl- 


an 

combe,  their  heirs  and  affignes. 
anti  to  their  nffociatcs  by  the  faid 
recited  indentu  e given,  granted, 
bargained,  fould,  enfeoffed,  alien- 
ed, and  confirmed,  or  mentioned, 
or  intended  thereby  to  be  given, 
granted,  bargained,  fould,  enfeof- 
fed, aliened,  and  confirmed;  To 
have  and  to  hould  the  faid  part  of 
New-England  in  America  and  o- 
ther  the  premiffes  hereby  mention- 
ed to  be  granted  and  confirmed 
and  every  part  or  parcell  thereof 
with  the  appurtenances  unto  the 
faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John 
Younge,  Sir  Richard  Saltonllall, 
Thomas  Southcott,  John  Hum- 
frey,  John  Endecott,  Symon  Whet- 
combe, Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Al- 
rierfey,  John  Yen,  Matthew  Crad- 
dock, George  Harwood,  Increafe 
Nowell,  Richard  Peiry,  Richard 
Bellingham,  Nathaniel  Wright,  Sa- 
muel Vafiall,  'iheophilus  Eaton, 
Thomas  Gofie,  Thomas  Adams, 
John  Browne,  Samuel  Browne, 
Thomas  Hutchins,  William  Vafiall, 
W illiam  Pinchon.  and  Gcprge  Fox- 
croft, their  licirs  and  afiignes  for  c- 
ver,  to  their  on  !y  prop;  r and  abfo- 
lutc  ufe  and  behoof  for  evermore. 
To  be  houlden  of  U3  onr  heirs  and 
fueceflburs  as  of  our  manner  of 
Raft  Greenwich  aforefaid  in  free 
and  common  foccage,  and  not  in 
Capile  nor  by  knights  fervlce,  nrd 
llfo  yielding  and  paving  therefore 

to 
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an  amazing  impuife  that  wrought  fo  powerfully  upon 
fuch  numbers  of  people,  to  make  them  forfake  their 
native  country,  to  go  to  refide  in  the  midft  of  a wil- 
dernefs. 

What  declared  the  principal  defigu  of  thofe  emi- 
grants, was  their  practice  ; for  they  had  no  foonep 
arrived  in  New-England,  than  they  began  to  purfue 
that  reformation  in  religion,  which  they  had  proje&ed 
before  they  left  their  native  country.  On  Augufl  the 
27th  1630,  they  kept  a folemn  fart,  and  chofe  ami. 

niiler 


to  us  our  heirs  and  fucceflburs  the 
fifth  part  only  of  all  oare  of  gould 
and  lilver,  which  from  time  to  time 
and  at  all  times  hereafter  thail  be 
there  gotten,  had  or  obtained,  for 
all  for  vices,  exactions  and  demands 
what  foevtr.  according  tothetenure 
and  refervation  in  the  laid  recited 
indenture  exprcfl'ed. 

And  further  know  ye  that  of 
our  more  efpcc;all  grace,  cettain 
knowledge  and  mcere  motion, 
we  have  given  and  granted,  and  by 
theft  prei'ents  do,  for  us,  our  heirs, 
and  foccefibrs  give  and  grant  unto 
the  f.tid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir 
John  Yotinge,  Sir  Richard  SaltOn- 
ft-tll,  Thomas  Souihcott,  John 
Kumfrey,  John  Endecott,  Simon 
Whetcombe,  If.tac  Johnion,  Sa- 
muei  Alderfey,  John  Ven,  Mat- 
thew Craddock  George  Harwood, 
Increafe  Nowell,  Richard  Perry, 
Kichard  Bellingham,  Nathaniel 
Wright,  Samuel  Vaffal,  Thcophi- 
lus  Eaton,  Thomas  Goffe,  Thomas 
Adams,  John  Browne,  Samuel 
Browne.  Thomas  Hutchins,  Wil- 
liam Vaffal,  William  Ptnchon,  and 
George  J’oxcroft,  their  heirs  and 
aftignes,  all  that  part  of  New  Eng- 
land in  America  which  lies  and  ex* 
tends  between  a great  river  there 
commonly  called  Monomack  river, 
alias  Merrymack  river,  and  a cer- 
tain other  r'vcr  there  called  Charles 
•;iver,  being  in  the  bottom  of  a per- 


tain bay  there  commonly  called! 
Maflachufets,  alias  Mattachufets, 
alias  Mafiatufcts  bay,  and  alfo  all 
and  lingular  thofe  lands  and  here-  . 
ditaments  whatfoever  lying  within 
the  fpace  of  three  Enalilh  miles  on 
the  foutli  part  of  the  faid  river  cal- 
led Charles  v aver,  or  of  any  or  every 
part  thereof,  and  alfo  all  and  lin- 
gular the  lands  aud  hereditament* 
whatfoever  lyeing  and  being  within 
the  /pace  of  three  Englifh  miles  to. 
the  fouthward  of  the  foutbermoft 
part  of  the  faid  bay  called  Mafla- 
chufetts,  alias  Mattachufrtts,  alias 
Maffstufets  bay.  And  alfo  all  thofe 
lands  and  hereditaments  whatfoe- 
ver which  lyc  and  be  within  the 
fpacc  of  three  Englilh  miles  to  the 
northward  of  the  faid  rive(  called 
Mouomack  alias  Merrymack,  or  to 
the  noithward  of  any  and  every 
part  thereof,  and  all  lands  and  he- 
reditaments whatfoever  lyeing 
Within  the  limits  aforefaid  north 
and  foutb  in  latitude  and  breadth, 
and  in  length  and  longitude  of  and 
within  all  the  breadth  aforefaid. 
throughout  the  maine  lands  there 
from  the  Atlantick  and  wellern 
fea  and  ocean  on  the  eaft  part  to. 
the  foutb  fea  on  the  weft  parte, 
and  ajl  lands  and  grounds,  place 
and  places,  foyles.  wood  and  wood- 
grounds,  havens,  ports,  rivers,  wa- 
ters and  hereditaments  whatfoever 
lyeipg  within  the  faid  bounds  and 
limits 
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nifter  to  prefide  in  their  public  worfhip.  One  Mr 
Wilfon,  formerly  a minifter  of  Sudbury,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Suffolk,  was  appointed  their  pallor.  This  new 
church  was  formed  at  Charleftown,  on  the  north  fide  of 
Charles  river, not  far  front  Bofton,  which  at  that  time 
did  not  exift.  In  a very  Ihort  time  there  were  feven 
churches  formed  in  Maffachufetts  bay,  all  obferving 
the  fame  order,  worlhip,  and  difcipline  *,  which  the 
writers  of  the  New-England  hillory  compare  to  the 

feven 

♦ Charleflown,  Dorcheftcr, Bofton, Roxbury,  Lyn,  Watertoun, Plymouth. 


limits  and  every  part  and  parcel 
thereof,  and  alfo  all  iflandE  in  A- 
merica  aforefaid  in  the  faid  feas  or 
either  of  them  on  the  weflem  or 
eallern  coafts  or  parts  of  the  faid 
tracts  of  lands  hereby  mentioned 
to  be  given  or  granted  or  any  of 
them,  and  all  mines  and  mineralls 
as  well  royall  mines  of  gou'd  and 
filver  as  other  mines  and  mineralls 
whatfoever,  in  the  faid  lands  and 
premifles  or  any  part  thereof,  and 
free  liberty  of  filhing  hi  or  within 
any  the  rivers  or  waters  within  the 
bounds  and  limits  aforefaid  and  the 
feas  thereunto  adjoining,  and  all 
fifties,  royal  fifties,  whales,  balan, 
fturgeon,  and  other  fifties  of  what 
kind  or  nature  foever  that  (hall  at 
anytime  hereafter  betaken  in  or 
within  the  faid  feas  or  waters  or 
any  of  them,  by  the  faid  Sir  Henry 
Kofewell,  Sir  John  Younge,  Sir 
Richard  Saltonftall,  Thomas  South- 
cott,  John  Humfrey,  John  Ende- 
cott,  Symon  Whctcombe,  Ifiac 
Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfey,  John 
Yen,  Matthew  Craddock.  George 
Harwood,  Increafc  Nowell,  Rich- 
ard Perry,  Richard  Brll’ngham, 
Nathaniel  Wright,  Samuel  Vaffhl, 
Theophilus  Eaton,  Thomas  Goffe, 
Thomas  Adams.  John  Browne,  Sa- 
muel Browne,  Thorn,™  Hutchins, 
William  Vaflali,  William  Pinchon, 
au.d.  George  Fo;:croft  their  heirs 


and  aflignes.  or  by  any  other  per- 
fon  or  perfons  whatfoever  there 
inhabiting,  by  t hem,  or  any  of  them, 
appointed  to  filh  therein.  Provi- 
ded always  that,  if  the  faid  lands, 
iflands,  or  any  other  the  premiflbs. 
herein  before  mentioned,  and  by 
thele  prefents  intended  and  meant 
to  be  granted,  were  at  the  time  of 
the  granting  of  the  faid  former  let- 
ters parents  dated  the  third  day  of 
November,  in  the  eighteenth  yeare. 
of  our  faid  dear;  fathers  reigne  a- 
forefaid,  adlually  poililfed  or  inha- 
bited, by  any  other  chriftian  prince 
or  ftate,  or  were  within  the  bounds, 
limits,  or  territories  of  that  fou- 
rherne  colonie  then  before  granted 
by  our  faid  late  father  to  be  plant- 
ed by  divers  of  hisloveing  fubjetfls 
in  the  fouth  parts  of  America,  that 
then  this  prefent  grant  (hall  not 
extend  to  any  fuch  parts  or  par- 
cells  thereof,  fo  formerly  inhabited 
or  lying  within  the  bounds  of  the 
fouthern  plantation  as  aforefaid, 
but  as  to  thole  parts  or  parcells  fo 
poflefled  or  inhabited  by  fuch  chri- 
ftian prince  or  ftate,  or  being  with- 
in the  bounds  aforefaid,  ftiati  be 
utterly  voide,  thefe  prefents  or  any 
thing  therein  contained  to  the  con- 
trary nntwithftanding.  To  have 
and  tuhould,  poflefs  and  enjoy  the 
faid  parts  of  New-Kngland  in  A- 
merica,  which  lye,  extend  and  are 
abutted; 
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feven  churches  in  Afia,  which  in  forae  things  they 
endeavoured  to  imitate. 

The  colony  of  MalTachufetts  bay  fbon  became  numer- 
ous, and  it  was.  refolved  to  plant  other  colonies  in  that 
country,  as  near  one  another  as  was  poffible  to  fettle 
them.  For  this  purpofe,  in  the  year  1635,  Mr  Tho- 
mas Hooker,  and  a company  that  joined  with  him, 
fent  agents  from  Cambridge  to  Connefticut,  who  pur- 
chafed  lands  of  the  natives,  where  they  fettled, 
and  formed  another  colony.  Thofe  new  colonifts> 

, finding 


abutted  as  aforefaid  and  every  part 
and  parcell  thereof,  and  all  the  in- 
lands, rivers,  ports,  havens,  waters, 
fiihings,  filhes,  mines,  minerals, 
jurifdiiSions,  franchifes,  royalties, 
liberties,  priviledges,  commodities 
and  premifles  whatfoever,  with  the 
appurtenances  unto  the  faid  Sir 
Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John  Younge, 
Sir  Rxhard  Saltonltall,  Thomas 
Southcott,  John  Humfrey,  John 
Endecott,  Symon  Whetcombe,  i- 
faac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Aiderfey, 
John  Ven,  Matthew  Craddock, 
George  Harwood,  Incrcafe  No- 
well, Kichard  Perry,  Richard  Bel- 
lingham, Nathaniel  Wright,  Sa- 
muel Valla),  Theophilus  Eaton, 
Thomas  Goffe,  Thomas  Adams, 
John  Browne,  Samuel  Browne, 
Thomas  Hutchins.  -William  Vaf- 
iai,  William  Pinchon  and  George 
Foxcroft,  their  heirs  and  aflignes 
forever,  to  the  only  proper  and  a br- 
io lute  uie  and  behoofe  of  the  faid 
Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John 
Younge,  Sir  Richard  Saltonltall, 
Thomas  Southcott,  John  Humfrey, 
John  Endecott,  Symon  Whet- 
coni  be,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Ai- 
derfey, John  Ven,  Matthew  Crad- 
dock, George  Harwood,  Increafe 
Nowell,  Richard  Perry,  Richard 
Bellingham,  Nathaniel!  Wright, 
Samuel  Valid),  1 heophilus  Eaton, 
Thomas  Goffe,  Thomas  Adams, 
John  Browne,  Samuel  Browne, 


Thomas  Hutchins,  William  ValTdl, 
William  Pinchon,  and  George  Fox- 
crofte,  their  heirs  and  affigns  for- 
evermore. To  be  hou Wen  of  us, 
our  heircs  and  fuccelTburs,  as  our 
manner  of  Ealt  Greenwich  in  the 
county  of  Kent  within  our  realine 
of  England,  in  free  and  common 
foccage,  and  not  in  Gtpite,  nor  by 
knights  fervice.  and  alfo  yeclding 
apd  paying  therefore  to  us,  our 
heirs  and  lucctlfors  the  fifth  part 
only  of  all  oare  of  gouldatid  filver 
which  from  time  to  time  and  at  all 
times  hereafter  lball  be  there  got- 
ten, had  or  obtained,  for  all  fervi- 
ces,  exaftions  and  demands  what- 
foever.  Provided  alwayes  and  our 
expreffe  wilt  and  meaneing  is,  that 
oneiy  one  fifth  part  of  the  gould 
and  filver  oare  above  mentioned  in 
the  whole,  and  no  more,  be  refer- 
ved  or  payeable  unto  us,  our  heifo 
and  fuccefiburs,  by  colour  or  ver- 
tue  of  thefe  pvefents,  the  double 
refervationsor  recitals  aforefaid,  or 
any  thing  therein  contained  not- 
witbftanding. 

And  tor  as  mpehas  the  good  and. 
profperous  fuccefle  of  the'  p'anta- 
lion  of  the  faid  parts  of  New-Eng- 
land  aforefaid  intended  by  the  faid. 
Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John 
Younge,  Sir  Richard  Saltonflal), 
Thomas  Southcott,  John  Ilumfrey, 
John  Endecott,  Symon  Whet- 
combe,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Ai- 
derfey 
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Ending  themfelves  without  the  bounds  of  the 
Maffachufetts  charter,  formed  a government  of  their 
own,  in  imitation  of  that  which  they  had  feen  obfer- 
ved  in  the  colony  they  had  left.  They  afterwards  re- 
ceived an  ample  charter  from  the  King  of  England, 
and  became  a flourilhing  colony.  But  what  extend- 
ed this  colony  more,  and  made  it  more  confiderable 
was,  Meffrs  Daveniport  and  Eaton,  two  of  the  firlt 
fettlers  in  Maffachufetts  bay,  defired  their  friends'that 
were  now  gone  to  Connecticut,  to  purchafe  for  them* 

of 


derfey,  John  Ven,  Matthew  Crad  - 
dock,  George  Harwood,  Increafe 
Nowell,  Richard  Perry,  Richard 
Bellinghom,  Nathaniel  Wright,  Sa- 
muel Vaflall,  Theophilus  Eaton, 
Thomas  Goffe,  Thomas  Adams, 
John  Browne,  Samuel  Browne, 
Thomas  Hutchins,  William  Vaf- 
fall,  William  Pinchon,  and  George 
Foxcroft,  to  be  fpeedily  fett  upon, 
cannot  but  chiefely  depend,  next 
under  the  blefling  of  Almighty  God 
and  the  fupport  of  our  royall  au- 
thority, upon  the  good  govern- 
ment of  the  fame,  to  the  end  that 
the  affairs  and  bufinefs  which  from 
time  to  time  fha'l  happen  and  arife 
concerning  the  faid  lands  and  the 
plantation  of  the  Ctme,  may  be  the 
better  managed  and  ordered,  Wc 
have  further  hereby  of  our  efpeciall 
grace,  certain  knowledge  and  meere 
motion,  given,  granted  and  con- 
firmed, and  for  us,  our  heires  and 
fucceflours,  do  give,  grant  and  con- 
firme  unto  our  faid  trpftie  and 
■well-beloved  fubietSs  Sir  Henry 
Rofewell,  Sir  John  Younge,  Sir 
Richard  Saltonflatl,  Thomas  Soitth- 
cott,  John  Humfrey,  John  Ende- 
Cott,  Syman  Whctcomb,  Ifaac 
Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfcy,  John 
Veo,  Matthew  Craddock,  George 
Harwood,  Increafe  Nowell,  Rich- 
ard Perry,  Richard  Bellingham,  Na- 
thaniel! Wright,  Samuel  Valfal, 
Theophilus  Eaton,  Thomas  Goffe, 


Thomas  Adams,  John  Browne,  Sa- 
muel Browne,  T.’iomas  Hutchins, 
William  VafTall  William  Pinchon 
and  George  Foxcroft,  and  for  us. 
our  heires  and  fucceffours,  wee 
will  and  ordaine.  That  the  faid 
Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John 
Younge,  Sir  Richard  Saltonftall, 
Thomas  Southcott,  John  Humfrey, 
John  Endecott,  Symon  Whet- 
combe,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Al- 
derfey,  John  Ven,  Matthew  Crad- 
dock, George  Harwood,  Increafe 
Nowell,  Richard  Perry,  Richard 
Bellingham,  Nathaniel  Wright,  Sa- 
muel Vaflall,  Theophilus  Eaton, 
Thomas  Goffe,  Thomas  Adams, 
John  Browne,  Samuel  Browne, 
Thomas  Hutchins,  William  Vaf- 
fall,  William  Pinchon,  and  George 
Foxcroft,  and  all  fitch  others  as 
fliall  hereafter  be  admitted  and 
made  free  of  the  companie  and  fo- 
ciety  hereafter  mentioned  Ihall 
from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times 
forever  hereafter  be  by  virtue  of 
thele  prefents  one  body  corporate 
politique  in  faft  and  name,  by  the 
name  of  the  Governor  and  Companie 
of  the  Majfaehufetts  Bap  in  Ne<w 
England:  And  them  by  the  name 
of  the  Governor  and  Companie  of  the 
Majfachufets  Bay  in  Nenu- England, 
one  body  politique  and  corporate 
in  deed,  and  name,  wee  doe, 
for  us,  onr  heirs,  and  fucceffors, 
make,  ordaine, conftitute,  and  con- 
firm! 
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of  the  native  proprietors,  all  the  lands  that  lay  betwee'ri 
them  and  Hudfon’s  river.  This  was  accordingly  done, 
and  the  purchafers  in  the  year  163?  removed  thither, 
and  planted  a beautiful  colony,  in  a pleafant  bay  along 
the  fea  coaft,  where  they  built  the  towns  of  Newj 
Haven,  Guildford,  Milford,  Stampford,  and  Brain- 
tree. Soon  after  the  colony  of  Long  Ifland  was  fet- 
tled, an  Ifland  of  18  miles  in  breadth,  and  120  miles 
in  length.  This  is  a very  pleafant  Ifland,  ftretching  it- 


felf  along  Fairfield  county. 


firme  by  thefc  presents  ; and  that 
by  that  name  they  ihall  have  per- 
petual! fucccflion  ; and  that  by 
the  lame  name  they  and  their  fuc- 
cefloni  ihaH  and  may  be  capable 
and  enabled,  as  well  to  impleade 
and  to  pc  impleaded,  and  to  pro- 
fccute,  demand,  and  anfwer,  and 
be  anfwcred  unto,  in  aH  and  lingu- 
lnr  fuits,  caufes.  quarrells,  and  ac- 
tions of  what  kind  and  nature  fo- 
ever;  and  alfo  to  have,  take,  pof- 
lefle,  acquire,  and  puncbafe  any 
lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments, 
or  any  goods  or  chatties,  the  lame 
to  leafe,  grant,  demife,  alien,  bar- 
gain, fell,  and  difpofe  of,  as  other 
our  leige  people  of  this  our  realme 
of  England,  or  any  other  corpora- 
tion or  body  politique  of  the  tame, 
may  lawfully  doe.  And  further 
that  the  faid  Governor  and  Com- 
anie  and  their  fucceffors  may 
ave  forever  one  common  feale  to 
be  ufed  in  all  caufes  and  occafions 
of  the  faid  Companie,  and  the  fame 
leale  may  alter,  change,  break  and 
new  make  from  time  to  time  at 
their  pleafure*. 

And  our  will  and  pleafure  is, 
and  we  do  hereby,  for  us,  our  heirs, 
and  fucceffors,  ordaine  and  grant, 
that  from  henceforth  for  ever  there 
thali  be  one  Governor,  one  depu- 
ty Governor,  and  eighteen  Affift- 
ants  of  the  fame  Companie  to  be 
from  time  to  time  conftituted  e- 


in  New-Engiand,  near  the? 

mouth 

leifted  and  chofcn  out  of  the  free- 
men of  the  faid  Companie  for  the 
time  beinge,  in  fuch  manner  and 
forme  as  hereafter  in  thefe  prefents- 
is  exprefled.  Which  faid  officers 
fhall  apply  themfelves  to  take  care 
for  the  belt  difpofir.g  and  odering 
of  the  generall  bnlinefs  and  affairs 
of  for  and  concerning  the  faid  lands 
and  premiffes  hereby  mentioned 
to  be  granted,  and  the  plantation 
thereof  and  the  government  of  the 
people  there. 

And  for  the  better  execution  of 
onr  royalf  pleafure  and  grant  in  this 
behalfe,  we  do  by  thefe  prefents,- 
for  us,  our  heiresy  and  fucceflors, 
nominate,  ordaine,  make,  and  con- 
ftitute  oor  well  beloved  the  faid 
.Matthew  Craddock,  to  be  the  firff 
and  prefent  Governor  of  the  faid 
Companie,  and  the  faid  Thomas 
Goffe  to  be  deputy  Governor  of 
the  faid  Companie,  and  the  faief 
Sir  Richard  Saltonftall,  Ifaac  John  - 
fon,  Samuel  Alderfey,  John  Vei>, 
John  Humfrey,  John  Endecott,  Sy- 
mon  Whetcombe,  Increafe  No- 
well, Richard  Perry,  Nathaniel 
Wright,  Samuel  Vafl'all,  Theophi- 
1ns  Eaton,  Thomas  Adams,  Tho^- 
mas  Hutchins,  John  Browned 
George  Foxcroft,  William  Vaffail, 
and  William  l'inchon  to  be  the  pre- 
fent  Afliftartts  ofthe  faid  Companie, 
to  continue  in  the  faid  feveral  offi- 
ces rcfpe<5t»vely  for  fuch  time  and 
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iftouth  of  Hudfon’s  river,  and  is  well  furnilhed  every 
where  with  convenient  harbours.  The  fourth  colony 
was  called  NeW-Haven,  which  being  Londoners,  in- 
tended to  purfue  trade,  but  failed  in  their  enterprife ; 
their  fortunes  funk  fo  fall,  that  they  loft;  all  hope,  and 
many  of  them  in  returning  to  England,  perifhed 
at  fea,  and  never  more  faw  their  native  country. 
As  many,  however,  ftill  remained  as  fupported  the 
colony,  which  afterwards  became  confiderable, 
and  was  joined  in  one  charter  with  Connecticut, 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  fecond,  1664;  it 

is 


in  fuch  manner  as  in  and  by  thefe 
prefents  is  hereafter  declared  and 
appointed. 

And  further  we  will  and  by  thefe 
prefents,  for  us  ourheires  and  fuc- 
ceflors  do  ordaine  and  grant  that 
the  Governor  of  the  faid  Compa- 
nie  for  the  time  being,  or  in  his  ab- 
fence,  by  occafion  of  ficknefs  or  o- 
therwifc,  the  deputy  Governor  for 
the  time  being  thali  have  authori- 
ty from  time  to  time  upon  all  oc- 
calions  to  give  order  for  the  aflem- 
bling  of  the  laid  Companie,  and 
calling  them  together  to  confult 
and  advife  of  the  Hufinefs  and  af- 
faires of  the  faid  Companie. 

And  that  the  faid  Governor,  de- 
puty Governor  and  AiTHlants  of 
the  faid  Companie  for  the  time  be- 
ing lhall  or  may  once  every  month 
or  oftner  at  their  pleafures  aflem- 
ble  and  hould  and  keep  a court  or 
a Himbly  of  themfelves  for  the  bet- 
ter ordering  and  directing  of  their 
affairs.  And  that  any  feven  or 
more  perfona  of  the  Affiftants  to- 
gether with  the  Governor  or  depu- 
ty Governor  fo  aflemuled  lliall  he 
faid,  taken,  helJ,  and  reputed  to 
be,  and  fhall  be  a full  and  fulficient 
court  or  aflembly  of  the  Lid  Com- 
panie, for  the  handling,  ordeiing, 
and  difpatching  of  all  fuch  buti- 
nefles  and  occurrents,  as  lhall  from 
time  to  time  happen,  touching  or 
concerning  the  faid  Companie  or 


plantation:  And  that  there  fhall 

or  may  be  held  and  kept  by  the 
Governor  or  deputy  Governor  of 
the  faid  Companie,  and  feven  or 
more  of  the  faid  Afliftants  for  the 
time  being  upon  every  lad  Wed- 
nefday  in  Hillary,  Eatter,  Trinity 
and  Michaelmas  Terms  respective- 
ly for  ever,  one  great  generall  and 
folemn  aflembly,  which  four  gene- 
ral Aflemblies  fhall  be  flyled  and 
called  the  fourc  greate  and  generall 
court j of  the  fai<t  Company  : 1 n all  or 
any  of  which  faid  greate  and  gene- 
rall courts  fo  aflemblcd,  We  do, 
for  us,  our  h'eires  and  fucceffours, 
give  and  grant  to  the  faid  Gover- 
nourand  Companie  and  theircluc- 
ceflour?,  that  the  Governour,  or 
in  his  abfence  the  deputy  Gover- 
nour, of  the  faid  Companie  for  the 
time  being,  and  fuch  of  the  AfliftJ 
ants  and  freemen  of  the  faid  Com- 
panie as  fhall  be  prefent  or  the 
greater  number  of  them  fo  afi'em- 
bled,  whereof  the  Governour  or 
deputy  Governour  and  fix  of  the 
Aflitiants  at  the  leatt  to  be  feven, 
fhall  have  full  power  and  authori- 
ty to  choofe,  nominateandappoint 
fuch  and  fo  many  others  as  they 
{hall  thiuke  titt,  and  that  lhall  be 
willing  to  accept  the  fame,  to  he 
free  of  the  faid  Company  and  bo- 
dy, and  them  into  the  fame  to  ad- 
mit: And  to  elect  and  conflitute 
fuch  officers  as  they  fhall  thiuke 
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is  the  capital  of  a county  of  the  fame  name,  and  was 
in  a very  flouridling  condition  before  the  prefent  wars 
In  all  thefe  colonies,  the  firft  fettlers  were  careful  to 
form  independent  churches  ; which,  though  they  did 
confider  themfelves  as  accountable  to  each  other  for 
their  conduft,  yet  lived  in  full  fellowftiip  and  commu- 
nion, walking  in  love  with  one  another,  and  in  the  fear 
of  God.  Their  ftriftnefs  and  feverities  to  thofe  that 
offended  or  differed  from  them,  in  more  enlightened 
times,  may  have  the  appearance  of  a real  want  of  cha- 
rity ; 


fitt  and  requifite  for  the  oderirlg, 
managing  and  difpatching  of  the 
affaires  of  the  faid  Governor  and 
Companie  and  theire  fncceflbnn  t 
And  to  make  laws  and  ordi- 
nances for  the  good  and  welfare  of 
the  faid  Companie,  and  for  the  go- 
vernment and  ordering  of  the  faid 
lands  and  plantation,  and  tho  peo- 
ple inhabiteing  and  to  inhabite  the 
fame,  ai>  to  them  from  time  to  time 
(hall  be  thought  meete.  Soasfuch 
lawes  and  ordinances  be  not  con- 
trary orrepugnant  to  the  laws  and 
ftatutes  of  this  our  realme  of  Eng- 
land. 

And  our  will  and  pleafure  is, 
and  we  do  hereby  for  us.  our  heires 
and  fucceffours,  eftablifh  and  or- 
daine.  That  yearely  once  in  the 
yeare  forever  hereafter,  namely  the 
lad  Wednefday  in  Ealter  terme 
yearely,  the  Governour,  deputy 
Govemourand  Afflfhwtsofthefoid 
Companie,  and  all  other  officers  of 
the  hid  Companie  (hall  be  in  the 
general!  court,  or  affemblie,  to  be 
held  for  that  day  or  time,  newly 
chofen  for  the  yeare  infueing  by 
fnch  greater  part  of  the  faid  Com- 
panie for  the  time  being,  then  and 
there  prefent.  as  is  aforefaid. 

And  if  it  (hall  happen  the  pre- 
fent Governour,  deputy  Governour 
and  Afliflants  by  thefe  prelents  ap- 

eointed,  or  luch  as  (hall  hereafter 
e newly  chofen  into  their  rooms, 


or  any  of  them  or  any  other  of  the 
officers  to  be  appointed  for  the  faid 
Companie,  to  dye,  or  to  be  remo- 
ved trom  his  or  their  feverall  offi- 
ces or  places  befort  the  faid  gfcne- 
rall  day  of  election  (whom  we  do 
hereby  declare  for  any  mifdemea- 
nor  or  defeCt  to  be  remoreable  by 
the  Governor,  deputy  Governor} 
Affiftants  and  Companie,  or  fuch 
greater  patt  of  them  in  any  of  the 
pubhek  courts  to  be  affenibled  as 
is  afnrti'aid)  that  then  and  in  every 
fuch  cafe  it  fliali  and  may  be  law- 
ful! to  and  for  the  Governour,  de- 
puty Governour,  Afliflants,  and 
Companie  aforefaid,  or  fuch  great- 
er part  of  them  fo  to  be  afiembled 
as  is  aforefaid,  in  any  of  their  affcm- 
blies  to  proeeed  fo  a new  election 
of  one  or  more  others  of  their  Com- 
panie in  the  room  or  place,  rooms 
or  places  of  fUch  officer  or  officer* 
fo  dyeing  or  removed,  according 
to  their  diferttions.  And  immedi- 
ately upon  and  after  luch  election 
and  elections  made  of  fuch  Gover- 
nour, deputy  Governour,  AlTi  lant 
or  Aillftants  or  any  other  officer, 
of  the  faid  Companie  in  manner  and 
forme  aforefaid,  the  authority,  of- 
fice, ami  power  before  given  to 
the  former  Governour,  deputy 
Governour,  other  officer,  anil 
officers  fo  removed,  in  whofe 
fte,.d  and  place  new  fla-.Il  be  fo  cho- 
fen, (hall  as  to  bim  and  them  and 
every 
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rity  ; but  fuch  were  the  manners  of  tl^fe  times,  that 
there  was  little  forbearance  among  profeffors  of  any 
denomination.  Whatever  may  have  be?n  their  vari- 
ous defeats  and  imperfections,  they  had,  notwithftand- 
ing,  a fenfe  of  religion  upon  their  minds,  which  Ihews 
at  lealt  they  were  in  earneft  in  what  they  profefled, 
Their  follies,  weakneffes,  and  extravagances,  when 
compared  with  their  virtues,  bear  lefs  proportion 
than  perhaps  may  be  found  in  the  cafe  of  their  fucr 


ceffors  either  in  the  mother 

Vf 


every  of  thetpeeafe  and  determine- 
Provided  alfo,  and  our  will  apd 
leafure  is  that  as  well  fuch  as  are 
y theft-  prerents  appointed  to  he 
the  prefent  Govcrnour,  deputy 
Governour  and  a Aidants  of  the 
faid  Companie,  as  tliofe  that  (hall 
fuccecd  them,  and  all other  officers 
to  be  appointed  and  cliofen  as  a- 
forefiid  (hall,  before  they  under- 
take the  execution  of  their  faid  of- 
fices and  places  refpeiSiveiy.  take 
their  corpora!!  oathes  for  their  due 
and  faithfully  performance  of  their 
duties  in  their  fcvera.1  offices  and 
places,  before  fuch  perfon  or  per- 
1‘ons  as  are  by  :hcfe  prefents  here- 
under appointed  to  take  and,  re- 
ceive the  fame,  that  is  to  fay,  the 
faid  < Matthew  Craddock,  who  i,s 
hereby  nominated  and  appointed 
the  prefent  Govcrnour  of  the  fa>d 
Companie,  ffia.l  take  faid  oathes 
before  one  or  more  of  the  Mailers 
of  our  court  of  chancery  for  the 
time  being,  unto  which  Matter  or 
Mailers  of  the  Chancery  we  do  by 
thefe  prefents  give  ful!  power  -nd 
authority  to  take  and  adminifter 
the  faid  oath  to  the  faid  Gover- 
nour  accordingly,  And  after  the 
laid  Governour  lhal!  be  fworne, 
then  the  laid  deputy  Governour 
and  Affiftania  befoie  by  thefe 
prefents  nominated  and  appoint- 
ed (hall  take  the  (aid  feveral 
otljes,  to  their  offices  aud  pla- 


country  or  in  the  colonies, 
Juft 

qes  refpeiflively  belonging,  be- 
fore the  faid  Matthew  Craddock 
the  prefent  Governour  fo  fworne 
as  atorefaid.  And  every  fuch  per- 
fon as  fhall  at  the  time  of  the  an- 
nual! election,  or  otherwifc  upon 
Death  or  removal),  be  appointed 
to  be  the  new  Governour  of  the 
faid  Companie,  fliall  take  the  oathj 
to  that  place  belonging  before  the 
deputy  Governour  or  two  of  the 
wlliftauts  of  the  faid  Companie  at 
the  lenft  for  the  time  being.  And  the 
new  elected  Deputy- Governour 
and  Affillants,  and  all-other  offi- 
cers to  be  hereafter  cliofen  as  a- 
forefaid  from  time  to  time  fhall 
take  the  oathes  to  their  places  tg- 
fpedlively  belonging  before  the 
Governour  of  the  laid  Companie 
lor  the  time  being.  Unto  which 
f«ud  Governour,  Deputy-Govcr- 
nour,  and  Affillants,  we  do  by  thefe 
prefents  gi>e  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  give  atjd  adminifter  the 
faid  oathes  refpeftively,  according 
to  the  true  meaning  herein  before 
declared,  \vithout  any  commiffion 
or  further  warrant  lo  be  had  and 
ob'ained  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fuc.- 
ccfibrs  in  that  behalfe. 

And  we  do  further  of  our  efpq- 
ciall  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and 
mcere  motion,  for  us,  our  heires, 
and  fucceflburs,  give  and  grant  ta 
the  laid  Governour  and  Companie 
and  their  fucceflburs  for  ever  Ijy 
thelij. 
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Juft  fentiments  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  have 
always  been  friendly  to  learning,  and  though  there 
might  be  feveral  blemilhes  in  the  conduft  of  the  firft 
fettlers  in  America  ; yet  it  muft  be  granted  even  fey 
their  enemies,  that  they  were  friends  both  to  liberty 
and  learning.  The  colonifts  had  fcarcely  been  one 
year  in  New-England  after  they  received  their  char- 
ter, when  they  began  to  contemplate  a fcheme  for 
ere&ing  a college  or  univerfity  among  them,  where 
youth  might  be  inftru&ed  in  the  liberal  arts,  and  per- 

fon? 


thefe  prefects  that  it  (hall  be  law- 
full  and  free  for  them  and  their 
alfignes  at  all  and  every  time  and 
times  hereafter,  out  of  any  of  our 
realmes  and  dominions  whatfoc- 
ver,  to  take,  leade,  carry  and  tranf- 
port  for,  in,  and  intotheir  voyages, 
and  for  and  towards  the  faid  plan- 
tation in  New-England,  all  fuch 
and  fo  many  of  our  loving  fubjefls 
or  any  other  ftrangersthat  will  be- 
come our  loving  fuhje&s  and  live 
tinder  our  allegiance,  as  (hall  wil- 
lingly accompany  them  in  the  fame 
voyages  and  plantation,  and  alfo 
(hipping,  armour,  weapons,  ordi- 
nance, ammunition,powder,(hott, 
come,  victuals,  and  all  manner  of 
clothing,  implements,  furniture 
hearts,  cattle,  horfes,  mares,  men- 
chatidizcs,  and  all  other  things  ne 
ceflary  for  the  faid  plantation,  and 
for  their  ufe  and  defence,  and  for 
trade  with  the  people  there,  and 
in  parting  and  returning  to  and 
fro,  any  law  or  ftatue  to  the  con- 
trary hereof  in  any  wife  notwith- 
ftanding,  ami  without  paying  or 
yeelding  any  curtom  or  fubfldie, 
cither  inward  or  outward,  to  us. 
our  heires  or  fuccefiours,  for  the 
lime,  by  the  fpace  of  feven  yeares 
from  the  day  of  the  date  of  thefe 
prefents.  Provided  that  none  of 
the  fin'd  perfons  be  fuch  as  (hall 
be  hereafter  by  fpeciall  name  re- 
trained by  us,  our  heires  or  fuc- 
«c  floors, 


And  for  theire  further  Encou- 
ragement, of  our  efpecialgrace  and 
favour,  we  do  by  thefe  prefents  for 
us,  our  heires.  and  fucceflours, 
yeeld  and  grant  to  the  faid  Gover- 
nor and  Companie  and  theire  fuc- 
ceflours  and  every  of  them,  their 
fadors  and  aflignes,  that  they  and 
every  of  them  (hail  be  free  and 
quitt  from  all  taxes,  fubfidies  and 
cultomes  in  New-England  for  the 
like  fpace  of  feven  years,  and  from 
all  taxes  and  impofitions  for  the 
fpace  of  twenty  and  one  yeares 
upon  all  goods  and  merchandifea 
at  any  time  or  times  hereafter, 
either  upon  importation  thither, 
or  exportation  from  thence,  into 
our  realme  of  England,  or  into  any 
other  of  our  dominions,  by  the  faid 
Governour  and  Companie  and 
their  fucceflours,  their  deputies, 
f.iftors  and  artignes,  or  any  of  them, 
except  only  the  five  pounds  per 
centum  due  for  cuflome  upon  all 
fuch  goods  and  merchandifes,  as 
after  the  find  feven  yeares  (hall  bg 
expired  (hallbe  brought  or  import- 
ed into  our  realme  of  England,  or 
any  other  of  our  dominions,  ac- 
cording to  the  ancient  trade  of 
merchants : which  five  pounds  peg 
centum  onely  being  paid,  it  (hall 
be  thenceforth  lawfull  and  free  for 
the  faid  adventurers  the  (ame 
goods  and  merchandizes  to  export 
anJ  carry  out  of  oar  faid  domini- 
ons 
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Ions  fitted  for  all  public  offices,  both  For  the  magiftracy 
and  miniftry.  Accordingly  at  a general  court,  held  at 
Bofton  September  8 th  1630,  a fubfcriptioo  tvas  opened 
for  building  a college,  atNewTown,  thenameof  ■which 
they  changed  to  Cambridge.  The  fubfcriptions  were 
at  firft  but  fmall,  but  fuch  was  the  zeal  and  emulation 
of  thofe  colonifts,  that  in  a fhort  time  the  money  raif- 
ed  was  confiderable.  Mr  John  Harvard,  minifter  at 
‘Charleftown,byhis  laft  will,  bequeathed  7791*  17s.  ads 
fdr  the  purpofe  of  building  a college,  which  was  pre- 

R fently 


ons  into  forreine  parts,  without 
any  cuftome,  taxe  or  other  duty  to 
be  paid  to  its,  qur  heires  or  fuc- 
ceffours, or  to  .any  other  officers 
or  minifters  of  us,  our  heires  and 
fucceffours.  Provided  that  the 
faid  goods  and  merchandizes- be 
thipped  out  within  thirteen  months 
after  their  firft  landing  within  any 
part  of  the  faid  dominions.  ..  , 
And  we  do  for  us.  on  1 heires  and 
fucceflbqrs,  give  and  grant  unto 
I he  faid  Governour  and  Companie 
and  their  fuccefiours,  that  wlien- 
foever,  or  fo  often  as  aqy  cuftome 
or  fubiidie  fhail  grow  due  or  pay- 
able unto  us,  our  heires  or  fuccef- 
fours, according  to  the  limitation 
and  appointment  aforefaid,  by  rea- 
fon  of  any  goods,  wares  or  m'er- 
chandifcs  to  be  fhipped  out,  or 
any  return  to  be  made  of  any  goods 
wares  or  merchandifes,  unto  or 
from  the  faid  parts  of  New- Eng- 
land hereby  mentioned  to  be  grant- 
ed as  aforefaid,  or  any  of  the  lands 
and  territories  aforefaid,  that  then 
and  fo  often  and  in  fuch  cafe  the 
farmers,  cuftomers,  and  officers  of 
our  cuftoms  of  England  and  Ireland 
and  every  of  them  for  the  time 
being,  upon  requeft  made  to  them 
4»y  the  faid  Governour  and  Compa- 
ny or  tbeir  fucceffours,  fadtors,  or 
gffignes,  and  upon  convenient  fe- 
curity  to  be  given  in  that  behalfe, 
iball  give  ana  aliowe  unto  the  faid 


Governour  and  Companie  and  their 
fucceffors.'and  to  all  and  every  per- 
fon  and  perfons  free  of  that  Com- 
panieas  aforefaid,  lix  months  time 
for  the  payment  of  one  halfe  ef  all 
fuch  cuftome  and  fubiidie  as  (hall 
be  payable  unto  us,  our  heirs  and 
fucceffours,  for  the  fame,  for  which 
thefe  our  letters  patents,  or  the 
duplicate  or  the  inrollmcnt  there- 
of, Ihall  be  unto  our  faid  officers* 
fufficient  wirrant  and  difeharge, 
Neverthelefs.  our  will  and  pleafure 
is,  that  any  of  the  faid  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandifes  which  he  or  fhail 
be  at  any  time  hereafter  landed  or 
exported  out  of  any  of  our  realities 
aforefaid,  and  fhail  be  fhipped  with 
a purpofe  not  to  be  carried  to  the 
parts  of  New-England  aforefaid, 
but  to  fome  other  place,  that  then 
TuCh  payment,  dutie,  cuftome, 
impofition,  or  forfeiture  fhail  be 
paid  or  belong  to  us,  our  heires 
and  fucceffors,  for  the  faid  goods, 
wares  and  merchandife  fo  fraudu- 
lently fought  to  be  tranfported,  as 
if  this  our  grant  had  not  been 
made  or  granted. 

And  wee  do  further  will  and  by 
thefe  prefents  for  us,  our  heirs  ana 
fucceffors  firmely  enjoine  and  com- 
mande  as  well  the  Treafurer  Chan- 
cellor and  Barons  of  the  Exche- 
quer of  us,  our  heires  and  fuccef- 
fors, as  alfo  all  and  lingular  the 
cuftomers,  fanners,  and  colledfors 
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fently  begun,  and  a committee  appointed  to  promote 
this  noble  defign.  This  academy  received  the  name 
of  Harvard  college  from  one  of  its  firft  and  principal 
benefa&ors.  While  this  college  was  building,  a num- 
ber of  fcholars  were  preparing  under  one  Na- 
thaniel Eaton,  an  excellent  fcholar,  but  a man  of 
bad  morals,  and  a great  tyrant.  Cotton  Mather,  in 
his  Hiftory  of  New-England,  obferves  of  him,  that  it 
might  be  truly  faid,  that  fuch  as  were  educated  under 
him,  received  their  education  inthefchoolof  Tyrannusj 


Of  the  curtoffies,  fobfidief'and  im- 
ports, and  other  the  officers  and 
tninifters  of  us,  our  heires  and  fuc- 
ceffiors, whatfoever  for  the  .time 
being,  that  they  and  every  of  them, 
upon  the  ffiewing  forth  unto  them 
of  thefe  letters  parents,  or  the  du- 
plicate or  exemplification  of  the 
fame,  without  any  other  writt  or 
warrant  whatfoever  from  us,  our 
heires  or  fucceffiors,  to  be  obtain- 
ed or  fued  forth,  doand  (hall  make 
full,  whole,  entire  and  due  allow- 
ance and  cleare  difeharge  unto  the 
faid  Govemour  and  Companie  and 
theiie  fucceffiors,  of  all  cuftoms, 
fubfidies,  impofitions,  taxes,  and 
duties  whatfoever  thatffiall  or  may 
be  claymed  by  us,  our  heires  and 
fucct  (Tors,  of  or  from  the  faid  Go- 
vernour  and  Companie  and  therr 
fucceffiors,  for  or  by  reafon  of  the 
fa  d goods,  chattels  wares,  mer- 
ckandifes  and  premifer,  to  be  ex- 
ported out  of  our  faid  dominions, 
or  any  of  them,  into  »ny  part  of 
the  faid  lands  or  premifes  hereby 
mentioned  to  be  given,  granted  and 
confirmed,  or  for,  or  by  reafon 
of,  any  of  the  faid  goods,  chattels, 
wares,  or  merchandifes  to  be  im- 
ported from  the  faid  Iand3  and 
premife6  hereby  mentioned  to  be 
given,  granted  and  confirmed,  into 
any  of  our  faid  dominions,  or  any 
part  thereof,  as  aforefaid,  except- 
ing only  the  laid  five  pounds  per 


On 

centum  hereby  referved  and  pay- 
able atterthe  expiration  of  the  fair! 
terme  of  feven  years  as  aforefaid 
and  not  before.  And  thefe  out 
letters  patents,  or  the  inrollment, 
duplicate,  or  exemplification  of  the 
farfre  fhall  for  ever  hereafter  from 
time  to  time,  as  well  to  the  Trea- 
furer,  Chancellor  and  Barons  of 
the  Exchequer  of  us,  our  heires, 
and  fucceffiors,  as  to  aft  and  lingu- 
lar the  cuttomers.  Farmers  and 
Collettors  of  the  cuflomes,  fubfi- 
dies, and  imports,  of  us,  our  heires, 
and  fucceffiors,  and  all  fearchera 
and  other  the  officers  and  mini- 
fters  whatfoever  of  us,  our  heires, 
and  fucceffiors,  for  the  time  being, 
be  a fuffic  ent  warrant  and  dif- 
eharge in  this  behalfe. 

And  further  our  will  and  plea- 
fure  is,  and  we  doe  hereby  for  us, 
our  herres  and  fucceffiors,  erdaine, 
declare  and  grant  to  the  faid  Go- 
vernour  and  Companie  and  theire 
fucceffiors,  That  aii  and  every  the 
fub’edh  of  us  our  heires  or  fuccef- 
fors,  which  fhall  goe  to  and  inha- 
bite  within  the  faid  lands  and  pre- 
miffies  hereby  mentioned  to  be 
granted,  and  every  of  theire  chil- 
dren which  fhall  happen  to  be 
borne  there,  or  on  the  feas  in  go- 
ing thither  or  returning  from' 
thence,  lhall  hove  and  enjoy  all  li- 
berties and  immunities  of  free  and 
natural!  fubje&s  within  any  of  the 
dominion*' 
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On  Auguft  27th  1640,  rhe  magiftrates  and  minifters 
pf  the  colony  chofe  Mr  Henry  Dunftar,  prefident  of 
this  new  college  ; and  afterwards  the  general  affembly 
endowed  it  with  a charter,  and  made  it  a corporation, 
confifting  of  a prefident,  two  fellows,  and  a treafur- 
er;  referring  unto  the  governor,  deputy  governor » 
and  all  the  magiftrates  of  the  colonies,  and  the  mini- 
fters of  the  fix  neareft  towns  for  the  time  being,  to 
be  overfeers  or  vifitors  of  this  foeiety.  The  langua- 
ges and  arts  were  now  taught  in  the  college  and  great 

regularity 


dominions  of  u9,onr  heires  or  fuc- 
ceflbrs,  to  all  intents.conftruiftions 
and  purpofe#  whatfoever,  as  if 
they  andevery  of  them  were  borne 
within  the  realme  of  England.  And 
that  the  Governour  and  Deputy- 
Governour  of  the  fsid  Companie 
for  the  time  being,  or  either  of 
them,  and  any  two,  or  more,  of 
fuch  of  the  faid  Affiftants  as  lhall 
be  thereunto  appointed  by  the  faid 
Governour  and  Companie,  at  any 
of  their  courts  or  aflemblies  to  be 
held  as  aforefaid,  ihall  and  may  at 
all  tymes,  and  from  tymetotyme, 
hereafter  have  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  adminifter  and  give  the 
oath  and  oaths  of  fupremacie  and 
allegiance,  or  either  of  them,  to 
all  and  every  perfon  and  perfons 
which  lhall  at  any  tyme,  or  tymes, 
hereafter  goe  or  paife  to  the  lands 
and  premi(fe8  hereby  mentioned 
to  be  granted,  to  inhabite  in  the 
fame. 

And  wee  do  of  our  further  grace, 
crr'aine  knowledge  and  meere  mo- 
tion give  and  grant  to  the  faid  Bo- 
vemour  and  Companie  and  their 
fucceflbrs,  that  it  lhall  and  may 
be  lawfull  to  and  for  the  Gover- 
vernour  Depnty-Governour  and 
fuch  of  the  Aififtants  arid  Freemen 
of  the«  faid  Company  for  the  tyme 
being  as  ihall  be  aflembled  in  any 
of  their  general!  courts  aforefaid,. 
pr  in  any  other  courts  to  be  fpe- 


cially  fummoned  and  affembled 
for  that  purpofe,  or  the  greater 
part  of  them  (whereof  the  Gover- 
nour or  Deputy-Governour  and. 
fixe  of  the  Affiftants  to  be  always 
feven)  from  tyme  to  tyme  to  make, 
ordaine,  and  eftablifh  all  manner  of 
wholefome  and  reafonable  orders, 
laws,  ftatutes  and  ordinances,  di- 
redlions  and  inftrudtions  not  con- 
trary to  the  lawe*  of  this  our  re- 
alme of  England,  as  well  for  the 
fettling  cf  the  formes  and  ceremo- 
nies of  government  and  magifira- 
cie  fitt  and  neceftary  for  the  faid 
plantation  and  the  inhabitants 
there,  nnd  fornameing  and  ftyling 
of  all  forts  of  officers  both  fuperi- 
or  and  Inferiour  which  they  (hall 
find  needful  for  tijat  government 
and  plan  ration,  and  thediflingnifh- 
ing  and  fetting  forth  of  the  feverall. 
duties,  powers,  and  limits  of  eve- 
ry fuch  office  and  place,  and  the 
formes  of  fuch  oathes  warrantable 
by  the  lawes  and  ftatutes  of  this 
our  realme  of  England,  as  ihall  be 
rcfpeiftively  miuiftered  unto  them, 
for  the  execution  i.f  the  faid  feve- 
ral  offices  and  ptaees,  as  aifo  for 
the  difpofing  and  ordering  of  the 
elections  of  fuch  of  the  faid  officers 
as  (had  he  annual,  and  of  fuch  o- 
thers  as  (hall  be  to  fucceed  in  cafe 
of  death  or  removal!,  and  mini- 
ftering  the  fi.id  oathes  to  the  new 
eletted  ofticertj  and  for  impofi- 
tion 
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regularity  was  obferved.  To  fupport  this  college, 
the  revenues  of  Charleftown  Ferry  were  appropria- 
ted by  an  aft  of  a geaeral  court,  but  the  benefactions 
at  lall  were  fo  numerous,  that  the  funds  there- 
of became  exceedingly  ftrong.  A good  library  was 
fet  up,  and  enriched  by  many  donations  of  books 
from  gentlemen  in  England,  among  whom  were  Sir 
Knelem  Digby,  Sir  John  Maynard,  Mr  Richard  Bax- 
ter, and  Mr  Jofeph  Hill.  To  all  thefe  benefactions 
the  famous  Theophilus  Gale,  who  wrote  the  Court 


tion  of  lawfull  fynes,  muldts,  im- 
prifonment,  or  other  lawfull  cor- 
redtion,  according  to  the  courfe  of 
other  Corporations  in  this  oyr  re- 
alme  of  England,  and  for  the  di- 
redting,  ruleing  and  difpofeing  of 
all  other  matters  and  things  where- 
by our  faid  people  inhabiting  there 
may  be  fo  reltgiotifly,  peaceably 
andcivilly  governed,  as  theiie  good 
bfe  and  orderly  conversion  may 
winne  and  invite  the  natives  or 
that  country  to  the  knowledge  and 
obedience  of  the  oneiy  true  God 
and  Saviour  of  mankind,  and  the 
chriftian  faith,  which  in  our  royail 
intention  and  the  adventurers  free 
profeffion  is  the  principal  end  of 
this  plantation-  Willing,  com- 
manding and  requiring,  and  by 
thefe  prefents  for  us,  our  heires  and 
fucccffors,  ordaineing  and  appoint- 
ing, that  all  fuch  orders,  lawes, 
ftatutes  and  ordinances,  inftruc- 
tiotis  and  diredtions  as  fhall  be 
made  by  the  Governour  or  Depu- 
ty-Governour  of  the  laid  Com- 
pany and  fuch  of  the  Affiftants 
and  Freemen  as  aforefaid,  and  pu- 
blifhed  in  writing  under  theire 
common  feale,  fhall  be  carefully 
and  duely  obferved,  kept,  per- 
formed and  putt  in  execution  ac- 
cording to  the  true  intent  and 
meanemg  of  the  fame.  And  thefe 
our  letters  patents,  or  the  dupli- 
cate, or  exemplification,  thereof, 


of 

fhall  be  to  all  and  every  fuch  offi- 
cers, l'uperiourand  inftiidur,  from 
tyme  to  tyme,  for  the  putting  of 
the  fame  orders,  lawes,  (tatutes 
and  ordinances,  inftrudtions  and 
di  reft  ions  in  due  execution,  againft 
us,  our  heires  and  fuecefTors,  a 
fufficient  warrant  and  difeharge. 

And  wee  doe  further,  for  us,  our 
heirs,  and  fuecefTors,  give  and 
grant  to  the  faid  Governor  and 
Companie  and  their  fuecefTors,  by 
thefe  prefents.  That  all  and  every 
fuch  chiefe  commanders,  captains, 
governours  and  other  officers  and 
minifters,  as  by  the  faid  orders, 
fames,  ftatutes,  ordinances,  inflruc- 
tions  or  direfiions  of  the  faid  Go- 
vernour and  Companie  for  the 
tyme  being,  (hall  be  from  tyme  to 
tyme  hereafter  ioiployed  either  in' 
the  government  of  the  faid  inhabi- 
tants and  plantation,  or’in  the  way 
by  fea  thither  or  from  thence,  ac- 
cording to  the  natures  and  limits 
of  theire  offices  and  places  refpec- 
tively,  fhall  from  tyme  to  tyme 
hereafter  forever  within  the  pre- 
cinfts  and  parts  of  New-England 
hereby  mentioned  to  be  granted 
and  confiimed,  or  in  the  way  by 
fea  thither,  or  from  thence,  have 
full  and  abfolutc  power  and  au- 
thority to  corredt,  punifh,  pardon, 
governe  and  rule  fuch  the  fubjedts 
of  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucccffors.  as 
fhall  from  tyme  to  tyme  adven- 
ture 
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pf  the  Gentiles,  added  his  own  library  which  he  left 
to  Harvard  college.  Thus  was  this  academy  furniih- 
ed  with  mathematical  inftrumems,  and  books  of  all 
forts,  and  fupplied  with  the  beft  of  matters.  Dun- 
ftar,  who  was  the  firft  prefident,  loft  his  place  by 
turning  Anabaptift,  and  Mr  Charles  Chancey  was  ap- 
pointed in  his  ftead.  Both  the  manner  of  admiilion 
and  the  method  of  teaching  in  this  college  were  very 
exa£t  and  particular. 


Thofe  Who  had  attended 


tare  themfelves  in  any  voyage  thi  - 
ther  or  from  thence,  or  that  fhall 
at  any  tyme  hereafter  inhabite 
within  the  precindts  and  parts  of 
New* England  aforei'aid,  according 
to  the  ordsr*,  lawes,  ordinances, 
inftrudtions  and  directions  afore- 
said, not  being  repugnant  to  the 
laws  and  ftatntes  of  our  realme  of 
England  as  aforefaid. 

And  we  do  furrher,  for  us  our 
heiret  and  fuccefTors,  give  and 
grant  to  the  faid  Governotir  and 
Companie  and  their  fuccetl'ors,  by 
fhclc  prefent8.  That  it  thall  and 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  chief 
commanders,  govemours  and' off- 
ers of  the  faid  companie  for  the 
ryme  being,  who  fhall  be  refulent 
in  the  faid  part  of  New-Eugland 
in  America  by  thefe  prelcnts  grant- 
ed, and  others  there  inbabiteing, 
hy  their  appointment  and  direction 
from  tyme  to  tyme  and  at  all 
tymes  hereafter,  for  their  fpeciall 
defence  and  fafety  to  incounter, 
repulfe,  repcll  and  rdifl  by  force 
of  armes,  as  well  by  fea  as  by  land, 
and  by  all  fitting  wayes  and  means 
whatfoever,  all  fiich  perfon  and 
perfons  as  fhall  at  any  tyme  here- 
after attempt  or  enterprife  the  de- 
ttrudtion,  invafion,  detriment  or 
annoyance  of  the  faid  plantation 
or  inhabitants : And  to  take  and 
furprife  by  all  waves  and  means 
whatfoever  all  ar.d  c . cry  fuch  per- 


a grammar-fchpol  till  they 
could 

fon  and  perfon?,  with  their  fhipps, 
armour,  munition,  and  other 
goods,  as  fhall  in^hoflile  manner 
invade  and  attempt  the  defeatingc 
of  the  faid  plantation,  dr  the  hurt 
of  the  faid  Comparnc  and  inhabi- 
tants. Nevertbclcfs,  our  will  and 
pleafure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  de- 
clare to  all  Cliriftian  Kings,  Prin- 
ce* and  States.  That  if  any  perfon 
or  perfons  which  fhall  hereafter  be 
of  the  faid  Companie  or  plantation, 
or  any  other  by  lycenfe  or  appoint- 
ment of  the  faid  Governour  and 
Companie  for  the  tyme  being,  fliall 
at  any  tyme  or  tymes  hereafter, 
robb  or  fpoyle  by  fea  or  by  land, 
or  do  any  hurt,  violence,  or  unlaw- 
ful! hoftility  to  any  of  the  fubjeefts 
of  us,  our  heires  or  fucceiTors,  or 
any  of  the  fubjedts  of  any  Prince  or 
State  being  then  in  league  and  a- 
mitv  with  us.  our  heires  and  fuc- 
ccfTors,  and  that  upon  fuch  injury 
done,  and  upon  juft  complaint  of 
fuch  Prince  or  State  or  theire  fub- 
jedts, Wee,  our  luires,  or  fuccef- 
fors,  fhall  make  open  proclamation 
within  any  of  the  parts  within  cur 
realme  of  England  commodious 
for  that  purpose,  that  the  perfon 
or  perfon*  having  committed  any 
fuch  robbery  or  fpoyle,  fhall,  with- 
in the  terme  limited  by  fuel)  a pro- 
clamation, make  fu'l  reftitution  or 
fatisfaiflion  of  all  filch  injuriesdone. 
fo  ins  the  faid  Princes  »r  others  fo 
complaining 
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could  read  any  claflical  author,  and  turn  it  into  Eng- 
lifli,  could  readily  make  and  fpeak  Latin,  and  write 
it  in  profe  or  verfe,  and  could  decline  Greek  nouns 
and  verbs,  were  judged  qualified  for  admiflion,  and 
upon  examination,  were  accordingly  admitted  by  the 
prefident  and  fellows : After  that,  they  figned  the 
college  laws,  which  they  were  to  tranfcribe  and  pre- 
ferve  as  continual  monitors  of  the  duties  which  they 
were  obliged  by  their  privileges  to  obferve.  The 
prefident;  infpefted  the  manners  of  the  ftudents,  and 

every 


complaining:  may  houldthemf:  Ives 
fully  fatisfied  and  contented.  And 
that  if  the  laid  perion  or  perfons 
having  committed  fuch  robbery  or 
fpoyle  (hall  not  make,  or  caule  to 
l>e  made,  fatisfadion  accordingly, 
within  fuch  tyme  fo  to  be  lymited, 
that  then  it  fliall  be  lavfull  for  us, 
our  heires  and  fucceflbrs,  to  putt 
the  faid  perfon  or  perfons  out  of 
our  allegiance  and  protetflion ; and 
that  it  (hall  be  lawful!  andfrec  for  all 
Princes  toprofccute  withhoftility 
the  faid  offenders  and  every  of  them 
theire  procurers,  aydrrs,  abet- 
tors and  comforters  in  that  behal  > e. 

Provided  alfo,  and  our  expreffe 
will  and  pleafure  is,  and  wee  do 
by  thel’c  prefents  for  us,  our  heires 
and  fucceflbrs,  ordaine  and  ap- 
point, that  thefe  prefents  (hall  not 
iu  any  manner  enure,  or  be  taken 
to  abridge,  barre  pr  hinder  any  of 
our  loving  fubjcdls  whatl’oever  to 
tile  and  exercifc  the  trade  of  fifliing 
upon  that  coaft  of  New- England 
in  America  by  thefe  prefents  men- 
t.oned  to  be  granted  j Rut  that 
they  or  any  and  every  or  ar.y  of 
them  (hall  hare  full  and  free  power 
jput  liberty  to  continue  and  ufe 
their  faid  trade  of  tiihing  upon  the 
(aid  coaft  in  any  of  the  feas  there- 
unto adjoineing,  or  any  armes  of 
the  feas  or  falt-water  rivers  where 
they  have  beene  wont  to  lifli,  and 
to  build  and'  fet  up  upon  the  lauds 


by  thefe  prefents  granted  fuch 
wharfes,  ftages,  and  worlchoufes  as 
fhall  be  neceflary  for  the  fatting, 
drying,  keeping  and  packing  up  of 
theire  fiflt  to  be  taken  or  gotten  up-, 
on  that  coaft ; and  to  cut  downe 
and  take  fuch  trees  and  other  ma- 
terials there  growing,  or  being,  as 
fliall  be  needfull  for  that  purpofe, 
and  for  other  neceflary  eafements, 
helps  and  advantage  concerning 
theire  faid  trade  of  li thing  there, 
in  fuch  manner  and  forme  as  they 
have  beene  heretofore  at  any  tyme 
accudomed  to  doe,  without  make- 
ing  any  wilfull  vrafte  or  fpoyle,  any 
thing  in  thefe  prefents  contained 
to  the  contrary  notwithftanding 
And  we  do  further  for  us,  our 
heires  and  fucceflbrs,  ordaine  and 
grant  the  faid  GoveroourandCom- 
panie  and  their  fucceflbrs  by  thefe 
prelents,  that  ihefe  our  letters  pa- 
tents (hall  be  fimie,  good,  cffedhi- 
al,  and  available  in  all  things  and 
to  all  intents  and  coeftrudfions  of 
lawe,  according  to  our  true  meatv- 
ing  herein  before  declared,  and 
fliall  be  conftrued,  reputed,  and 
adjudged  in  all  cafes  mod  favour- 
ably on  the  behalfe  and  for  the  be- 
nefit and  bchoofe  of  the  faid  Go- 
vernour  and  Companie  and  their 
fucceflbrs;  Although  expreffe  men- 
tion of  the  true  yearly  value,  or 
certainty,  of  the  premiffts,  or  any 
of  them,  or  of  any  other  gifts  or 
grants, 
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every  morning  and  evening  faid  prayers  in  the  common 
hall ; to  which  was  joined  an  expofition  of  fome  chap- 
ters of  the  old  teftament,  which  the  ftudents  read 
out  of  Hebrew  into  Greek  in  the  morning  : and  in 
the  evening  fome  part  of  the  New  Teftament  out  of 
Englifti  into  Greek.  He  alfo  preached  upon  Sunday 
Upon  what  fubje&s  he  • judged  moft  proper  in  the 
church  in  Cambridge,  where  the  ftudents  had  a gal- 
lery allotted  them,  and  where  they  ufually  attended. 
The  fellows  refident  were  alfo  tutors  in  the  colleges  '; 
who,  after  they  had  taught  the  ftudents  Hebrew,  in- 
ftrufted  them  in  the  liberal  arts,  before  the  firft  four 
years  were  expired.  During  this  time  they  had  their 
weekly  declamations,  and  difputes,  in  the  college  hall, 
every  Friday,  where  either  the  prefident  or  the  fel- 
lows afted  as  moderators.  Such  as  ftood  candidates 
for  degrees,  were  obliged  to  attend  in  the  hall  for 
xertain  hours,  on  Mondays  and  on  Tuefdays,  for  three 
weeks  together,  in  the  middle  of  June.  Thefe  were 
called  vifxtation  weeks,  when  all  who  pleafed,  might 
klk  them  any  queftions,  and  examine  them  concerning 
their  lkill  in  the  languages,  or  the  fciences,  which  they 

picfefTed 

grants,  by  us  or  ahy  other  of  our  or  any  other  matter,  caufe,  or 
progenitors  or  predccefTors,  to  the  thing  whatfoever  to  the  contrar;e 
forefaid  Governour  and  Companie  thereof  in  any  wife  notwithftand- 
before  this  time  made,  in  thefe  ing.  In  witnefs  whereof  we  have 
prefents  is  not  made,  or  any  (tatute,  caufed  thefe  our  letters  to  be  made 
aft,  ordinance,  provifion,  procla-  patent.  Witnefs  ourfelves  at 
(nation  or  reftraint  to  the  contra-  WeftminOer,  the  fourth  day  of 
fry  thereof  heretofore  had,  made,  March  in  the  fourth  yeare  of  our 
published,  ordained  or  provided,  reigrie. 

This  is  a true  copy  of  fuch  let- 
ters patents  under  the  great 
feal  of  England.  In  teftimony 
whereof  I John  Winthrop  go- 
vernour  of  the  Maffachufetts  **''  Loc. 
aforefaid  have  caufed  the  pub-  ,%  Jh 

lick  feal  of  the  fame  to  Ire  here-  5* 

unto  affixed  this  19th  day  of 
the  month  called  March  1(543. 

1 644* 

JOHN  WIKIHROP,  Governor; 
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profefted  to  underhand.  On  this  occafion,  it  was  com- 
mon for  fome  of  the  oyerfeers,  while  they  were  fitting 
iolftice,  asit  was  called,  to  vifit  them,  writh  a defign  of  fee- 
ing their  improvement.  When  the  time  of  commence- 
ment began,  which  was  at  firft,  the  fecond  Tucfday. 
bf  Auguft,  but  afterwards  the  firft  Wednefday  of 
July,  thofe  who  were  to  proceed,  batchelors,  held 
their  a&  publicly  in  Cambridge,  where  both  the  ma- 
giftrates,  and  minifters,  attended,  to  confer  honour 
upon  their  exercifes.  Thefe  exercifes  were,  befides 
an  oration  delivered  by  the  prefident,  orations  deli- 
vered by  the  commencers,  wherein  fuitable  compli- 
ments were  paid  to  the  audience,  according  to  their 
characters,  dignities,  and  offices.  Thefe  academical 
orations  were  made  not  only  iri  latin,  but  fometimes 
in  Greek  and  Hebrewi  But  the  principal  exercifes 
were  deputations  upon  queftioris,  Where  the  refpon- 
dents  exhibited  a thefts  which  might  be  impugned  by 
any  who  pleafed.  In  conclufion,  the  prefident  deliver- 
ed a book  into  the  hands  of  the  candidates,  and  gave 
them  their  firft  degree.  Thofe  who  were  admitted 
to  the  degree  of  Mafter  of  Arts,  were  obliged  to  un- 
dergo a new  trial,  and  difpute  upon  fome  queftion 
fuited  to  the  time  they  had  ftudied.  When  this  was 
finifhed,  they  received  their  degree  with  the  fame 
formality  as  in  the  firft.  Such  diligence  and  ftriftnefs 
co'ald  not  but  have  great  influence  in  promoting  learn- 
ing, and  preventing  many  from  wading  their  time 
idly,  as  happens  in  many  European  univerfities,  where 
fuch  difeipline  is  not  obferved.  Whether  this  order 
is  ftill  obferved,  I will  not  pretend  to  fay  ; but  accor- 
ding to  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  the  college,  it  ought 
to  be  kept  up.  The  ftatutes  are  fo  exprefs,  that  they 
muft  expofe  themfelves  greatly,  to  depart  from 
them. 

There 
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There  are  twenty-rhree  rules  in  their  fta- 
tutes  very  exprefs,  * and  ftrong,  that  would  be 
thought  rather  too  fevere  for  either  of  the  two  uni- 
Verfities  in  Old  England. 

S What 

« 

* Satutes  and  Privileges  of  the  Harvard  College. 


I.  Such  as  are  capable  to  read 
Cicero,  or  any  fuch  like  clalfic 
authors,  and  canfpeakand  write 
latin  in  pvofe  and  verfe.  and  can 
alfo  decline  the  Greek  nouns  and 
verbs,  nsay  be -admitted  into 
the  college.  None  can  be  ad- 
mitted otherwife. 

II.  All  that  are  admitted  into 
this  college  are  to  be  received 
into  a fellowihipi  and  pay  three 
pounds  to  the  Reward,  at  their 
admiflion,  and  at  the  end  of 
every  quarter  of  a year,  pay  what 
expencesare  due  for  their  board. 
No  ihident  ihall  be  allowed  to 
dine  or  fup  out  of  the  college 
without  leave  from  the  prefident 
or  tutors.  But  if  any  ftudent 
.ihall,  for  the  (kite  of  receiving 
jnftru&ion  which  cannot  be  had 
in  the  college, go  out  of  it,  he 
ihall  forfeit  no  privilege. 

III.  While  they  continue  in  the 
college  they  muft  attend  all  the 
proper  times  appointed  for  in- 
ftruftion,  and  improve  their 
time  diligently  in  ftudy. 

iv.  All  ftudents  ihall  be  obliged 
to  perform  every  religious,  as 
well  as  fchool  exercife,  peculiar 
to  his  Ration,  both  publicly  and 
privately.  And  while  they  are 
pupils  they  ihall  deliver  a public 
oration  fix  times  every  year. 
The  mailers  of  arts  are  to  be 
twice  a week  prefent  at  the  pub- 
li:  deputations,  and  both  Ba- 
chelors and  Mailers  make  an  a- 
nalyfis  Of  fome  part  of  facred  lite- 
rature. Once  in  the  half  year,  the 
Bachelors  ihall  publicly  difeufs 
fome  philofophical  questions  un- 
der the  government  of  the  pre- 
ftdent,  or  in  his  abftnce,  under 


the  direction  of  the  fenior  tutors 
in  their  turns. 

V.  No  ftudent  undtr  any  pre- 
tence whatever,  ihall  keep  com- 
pany with  perfon8  of  loofe  and 
corrupt  morals. 

VI.  No  ftudent,  without  leave  from 
the  prefident  and  tutors,  ihall 
go  out  of  the  town ; nor  ihall 
any  one,  whatever  be  his  rank 
and  degree,  be  allowed  to  eat 
and  drink  in  taverns  or  ordina- 
ries, unlefs called  by  his  parents, 
guardians,  or  fuch  like  near  re- 
lations. 

VII.  Nofcholar,  without  the  ap- 
probation of  his  parents,  guar- 
dians or  tutors,  ihall  give  away, 
fell,  or  lend  anything.  Ifhe  doe3 
he  ihall  be  fined  by  the  prefident 
and  tutors,  according  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  offence. 

VIII.  All  fcholart  muft  wear  de- 
cent apparel,  and  abftain  from 
gaudy  drefs,  nor  muft  any  go 
out  of  the  college  without  his 
gown  or  cloak. 

IX.  Every  fchotar  who  is  not  a 
graduate,  ihall  only  be  called  by 
his  own  name  unlefs  he  is  a fellow 
commoner,  the  eldcft  fon  of  a 
knight,  or  of  fome  noble  family. 

X.  Every  commoner  (hall  pay  five 
pounds  for  the  conftant  ufc  of 
the  college  before  he  is  admit- 
ted- 

XI.  Every  ftudent,  in  the  condi- 
tion of  a pupil,  ihall  pay  two 
pounds  to  his  tutor  every  year : 
but  ifhe  isacommonCr,  he  (hall 
pay  three  pounds. 

XlL  None  of  the  older  (Indents, 
except  the  tutors  or  fellows  ihall 
be  allowed  to  force  any  of  the 
younger  ones  to  go  errands,  or 
do 
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What  ever  might  be  the  errors  and  abfurdities  in 
the  condutt  of  thefe  colonifts,  it  muft  be  allowed  that 
they  were  at  great  pains,  both  to  fupport  learning  and 

religion  ; 

do  any  other  thing  by  threaten-  cious  crimes,  the  punifhment 

ings,  words,  or  blows.  If  any  (hall  be  more  fummarily  execu- 

one,  not  a graduate,  break  this  »ed. 

rule,  he  (hall  be  punifhed  by  bo-  XVII.  Every  fcholar  who,  upon 
dily  correction,  expulfion,  or  trial,  can  interpret  the  Holy 

otherwife  as  the  prefident  and  Scriptures  from  the  original  text 

fellows  (hall  think  fit.  into  Latin,  and  underllands  lo- 

XIII.  None  of  the  (tudents  (hall  gic,  natural  and  moral  philofo- 

be  allowed  to  play  at  cards,  dice,  phy,  and  is  blamelefs  in  his  Con- 
or any  kind  ofgame  for  money,  verfation,  may,  by  the  confent 

under  the  penalty  of  twenty  of  the  prefident,  at  fome  public 

(hillings,  as  often  as  he  (hall  of-  meeting,  be  admitted  to  the  firft 
fend,  if  he  is  a graduate,  if  he  is  degree.  Otherwife,  not  till  af- 

not,  he  (hall  he  fined  according  ter  three  years  and  ten  months, 

to  the  pleafure  of  the  prefident  XVIII.  Every  ftudent  who  has  a 
and  tutors.  common  place  and  fynopfis  of 

XIV.  If  any  (ludentisabfentfrom  logic,  natural  or  moral  philofo- 

the  prayers  or  leflens,  without  phy,  arithmetic,  geometry,  or  af- 
being  obliged  by  uecefiity,  or  t/onomy,  (hall  exhibit  and  de- 
having obtained  leave  from  the  fend  his  own  Thefis,  and  alfo 

prefident  or  tutors,  he  (hall  be  being  found  Ikilled  in  the  origi- 

admonifhed  according  to  the  nal  tongues,  provided  his  morals 

wifdom  of  the  prefident  or  tu-  are  good,  and  he  is  approved  by 

tors,  and  if  he  offend  more  than  the  college,  (hall  be  judged  wor- 

once  a week,  he  (hall  be  liable  thy  of  the  fecond  degree. 

to  punilhment.  XIX.  It  is  ordained,  that  if  any 

XV.  No  ftudent  for  any  caufe  ftudent  (hall  apply  himfelf  to  the 

whatever,  unlefs  firft  given  no-  ftudy  of  divinity  before  he  has 

tice  of,  and  approved  by  the  pre-  taken  a bachelors  degree,  he 

(Went  and  matter,  (hall  be  abfent  (hall  take  a degree  of  mailer  of 

from  the  dated  (ludies  and  ex-  arts,  and  apply  carefully  to  the 

ercifes  of  the  college,  except  an  ftudy  of  divinity  and  Hebrew, 

half  hour  at  breakfaft,  and  an  which  he  (hall  ftudy  (even  years, 

hour  and  an  half  at  dinner;  at  during  which  time,  he  (hall  dif- 

nine  o’clock  at  night  they  (ball  pute  againft  a bachelor  of  divi- 
be called  to  fupper.  ty,  and  once  be  a refpendent,  he 

XVI.  If  any  ftudent  tranfgrefs  (hall  preach  once  in  Latin,  and 

any  divine  law,  or  rule  of  the  once  in  Englifh,  either  in  the 

college  willfully,  or  through  church,  or  in  the  college  hall ; 

mere  negligence,  after  being  and  provided  he  has  made  fuffi- 

twice  admonilbed,  he  (hall  be  cient  progrefs,  he  fhall  be  made 

corrected  by  feverer  punilh-  a bachelor  by  a folemn  inaugu- 

ments,  according  as  the  wifdom  • ration  ; with  this  provifo,  that 

of  the  prefident  and  mailers  no  one  (hall  be  admitted  to  this 

(hall  think  proper.  Hut  for  atro-  privilege  before  he  has  ftudied 

five 
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religion;  and  many  perfons,  eminent  both  for  learn- 
ing and  abilities,  were  brought  up  and  tutored  among 
them.  Their  churches  were  filled  with  learned  and 
religious  minifters,  and  their  chief  magiftrates  were 
men  of  great  abilities,  and  of  gopd  chara&er.  The 
greateft  number  of  both  their  magiftrates  and  clergy, 
in  the  reign  of  King  William,  had  been  bred  in  the 
Harvard  college,  and  were  perfons  of  no  mean  cha- 
rafter  in  their  country.  A lift  of  thofe  who  had  taken 
degrees  in  the  Harvard  college  from  1641  to  1696, 
and  of  their  churches  and  their  pallors  may  be  feen 
ip  the  notes  *. 

This 


five  years  from  the  time  that  he 
he  has  taken  his  degree  of  ma- 
tter of  arts. 

XX.  It  is  ordained,  that  fuch  as 
‘ (hall  defire  the  degree  of  doCtor 
in  divinity,  fhall  Rudy  divinity 
five  years  from  the  time  of  ta- 
king the  bachelors  degree,  an  d 
before  he  be  admitted  to  this 
privileges,  he  fhall  once  he  op- 
ponent and  once  refpondent,  in 
fome  Theological  queltions,  and 
if  polfible,  to  a doctor  in  divini- 
ty. He  (hall  preach  once  in  La- 
tin and  once  in  Englith,  either 
ip  fome  church,  or  in  the  college 
hall : he  mplt  fix  limes  read  and 
expound ,fome  portion  of  Scrip- 
ture, and  within  an  year  after  a 
folemn  introduction,  he  muR, 
propofe  a queRion,  the  doubts 
and  difficulties  thereof  h.c  mult 


refolve  in  the  college  hall  pub- 
licly. 

XXI.  It  is  ordained,  that  befideft 
thofe  exercifes  tp.be  performed 
for  degrees  in  divinity,  fuch  4s 
fhall  become  a candidate  for  a 
a degree  of  bachelor  in  divinity 
fhall  be  obliged  to  publifh  fome 
trad,  according  to  the  direction 
of  the  maRers  of  the  college,  a- 
gainR  fome  grofs  error  or  here- 
fy.,  for  the  benefit  of  the  church. 

XXII.  The  academical  degrees, 
formerly  conferred  by  the  preli- 
dent  and  maRers  of  the  Harvard 
college,  are  to  he  held  valid  and 
fufficient. 

XXIII  Every  fcholar  fhall  pro- 
cure a copy  of  thefc  laws,  finned 
by  the  prelident.and  fome  of  the 
tutors,  before  he  is  admitted  in- 
to the  college. 


**•  A Catalogue  of  Gentlemen  who  had  taken  degrees  in.  the  Harvard  Col- 
lege, from  1642  to  1698. 


1642. 

Benjamin  Wood- 
ridge 

Oeorge  Douning 
John  Bukley 
William  Hubbard 
Jpha.Wilfbn. 


Samuel  Be'lingham 
Henry  Saltonfhall 
Tobias  Bernard 
Nathaniel  Brewfler 
>«43- 

John  Jones 
Samuel  Mather  fello. 


Samuel  Danford  fellow 
John  Allen 

i«44.  >645. 

John  Oliver 
Jeremiah  Holand 
William  Ames 
John  Kullel 

Samuel-, 
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This  colony,  during  the  reign  of  Charles  the  fe- 
cond,  and  his  brother  James,  met  with  much  trouble, 
though  Charles  had  actually  confirmed  their  charter, 
and  promifed  them  all  encouragement.  But  the  de- 
putes concerning  religion  had  almoft  ruined  all  their 
liberties.  When  this  fovereign  promifed  to  preferve 
their  patent,  and  confirm  their  charter,  he  alfo  re- 
quired, among  other  things,  a refunding  of  all  their 
laws,  and  a repeal  of  every  thing  contrary  to  the  King’s 
authority;  the  allowance  of  the  ufe  of  the  Com- 

mon 


Samuel  Stow 
Jacob  Ward 
Samuel  Johnfon 
1646.  ' 

John  Alcock 
John  Brock 
George  Stirk 
Nathaniel  White 
■ 1647- 

Jonathan  Mitchel 
Nathaniel  Mather 
Confalant  Star  • ' 
John  Barden 
Abraham  Waiver 
George  Hadden 
William  Mildmay 
1648,  1649. 

John  Roger prctident 
Samuel  Eaton 
Urian  Oaks 
John  Coliins 
John  Bowers 
1650. 

William  Stoughton 
John  Glover 
Jofhua  Hobb.-.rt 
Jeremiah  Hobbart 
Edmund  Wild 
Samuel  Philips 
Leonard  Hoar 
Ifaac  alerton 
Jonathan  Ince 
nSjt.  ■ 

Michael  Wigglefworth 
NIargcna  Cotton 
Thomas  Dudley 
John  Glover 


Hen  17  Buttler 
Nathaniel  Pelham 
John  Davies 
jfaac  Chancey 
lchabod  Chancey 
Jonathan  Burr  '» 
1654. 

Jofeph  Rowlandfon 
1653.  <•' 

Samuel  Willis 
JohnAngier 
Thomas  Shepherd 
Samuel  Nowel 
Richard  Hubbard 
John  Whiting  * 
Samuel  Hooker 
John  Stone 
William  Thompfon 
Edward  Rawfon  > 
Samuel  Badftreet 
John  Lon; 

Samuel  Whiting 
John  Moody 
Jolhua  Ambrofe 
Thomas  Crolby 

1654 
Philip  Neifon 
165  s. 

Gerfhoni  Buklev 
Mordicai  Mathcfon 
1656. 

Eleazcr  Mather 
Increafe  Mather 
Robert  Paine 
Subal  Dummer 
ohn  Henfie 
ohn  Elliot 


Thomas  Grave 
John  Emerfon 
1*57. 

Zecbariah  Sjrms 
Zechariah  Brigdon 
John  Cotton  . ’ < 

John  Hale  ~ 

Elifha  Cook 
John  Whiting 
Barnabas  Chancey 
t 1618.  -7 

Jofeph  Elliot  . 

Jofeph  Haynes 
Benjamin  Bunker 
Jonah  Fordham 
John  Burfham 
Samuel  Tafcot 
Samuel  Shepherd 

1659. 

Nathaniel  Saltonlhall 
Samuel  Alcock  P 
Abijah  Savage 
Samuel  Willard 
Thomas  Parilh 
Samuel  Chever 
Ezek.  Rogers 
Samuel  Belcher 
Jacob  Noyes 

1660. 

Simon  Bradfteet 
Nathaniel  Collins 
Samuel  Elliot 
William  Whitingham 
Jofeph  Cook 
Samuel  Carter 
Manaffah  Armltage 
Peter  Buklcy 
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mon  Prayer,  and  the  permiffion  of  perfons  of  all  per- 
fuafions  to  vote  at  their  elections.  Thefe  were  requi- 
sitions they  were  not  ready  to  comply  with,  though 
the  latter  was  exceedingly  reafonable  ; and  for  their 
non-compliance,  loft  the  King’s  favour,  and  fell  un- 
der his  difpleafure,  which  they  fuffered  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  his  reign- 
In  confequence  of  this  difobedience,  the  King,  1664, 
HTued  a fpecial  commiffion  under  the  great  feal,  im- 
powering  Colonel  Nichols,  and  three  others,  therein 
1 ' ’ ’ - ’ named 


1661. 

John  Belingham 
Nathaniel  Chancey 
Jonathan  Chancey 
Compenfat  Ofbom 
Daniel  Weld 
Jofeph  Cook 
Jofeph  Whiting 
John  Parker 
Thomas  Johnfon 
Boraland  Sherman 
|66». 

John  Hohoke 
Benjamin  Thomfoa 
Soloman  Stodart  ; 
Moles  Tulk 
Ephraim  Savage 
Thomas  Oaks 

1663, 

Samuel  Symonds 
Samuel  Cabbot 
John  Ryner 
Benjamin  Blackman 
"iTiomas  Mighil 
Nathaniel  Cutler 

1664. 

Alexander  Nowell 
John  Flint  • * 
Jofeph  Pynchon 
Samuel  Brakconbur 
John  Woodbridge 
Jofeph  F.aftcrbrook 
Samuel  Street 
*667-  * 

Benjamin  Elliot 
Jofeph  Dudley 
Samuel  Bilhop 


Edward  Mitchelfon 
Samuel  Mann 
Sperans  Artburton 
Jabez  Fox 
Caleb  Cheefeaunick 
1666. 

Jofeph  Brown 
John  Richardfon 
Daniel  M.ifon 
John  Filer 

ih6y. 

John  Harriman 
Nathaniel  Atkinfon 
John  Fofter 
Gerfhom  Hobbart 
Japeth  Hobbart 
Nehcimah  Hobbart 
Nehemiah  Noyes 
' 1668.  ' 

Adam  Winthrop 
John  Cullick 
Zecheriah  Whitman 
Abraham ‘Pierfon 
John  Prudden 

1669. 

Stmuel  Epps 
Daniel  Epps 
Jeremiah  Shepherd 
Daniel  Gookin  ! 
John  Bridghatn 
Daniel  Ruffe! 

Jacob  Bagicy 
Jofeph  Gerrilh 
Samuel  Treat 

1670. 

Nathaniel  lliggilon 
Amtni  Kuhamah  Cor- 
bet 


Thomas  Clarke 
George  Burrough 
1671.  * 

Ifaac  Fofter  • 

.‘amuel  Phipps 
Samuel  Sewall 
Samuel  Mather 
Samuel  Danforth 
Peter  Thacker 
William  Adam 
Thomas  Wild 
John  Bowles 
John  Norton 
Edward  Taylor 
1671,  1673. 
Edward  Pelham: 
George  Hancock 
Samuel  Angier  ' 

John  Nife 

1674- 
Edmund  Davie 
Thomas  Serjeant 

1675.  • 
Jofeph  Hanley 
John  Pike 
Jonathan  Ruflel 
peter  Oliver 
Samuel  Andrew 
James  Minot 
Timothy  Woodbridge 
Daniel  Allen 

John  F.merfon 
Nathaniel  Gookin 

1 676. 

Thomas  Shepherd 
Thomas  Brattle 
Jeremiah  Cuflikg 
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named,  to  go  over  and  enquire  into  the  flate  of  the 
colony,  and  to  hear  and  determine  all  complaints,  and 
appeals  in  all  caufes,  and  matters  civil,  military,  or. 
criminal,  according  to  their  good  and  found  difcretion, 
and  to  fuch  iqftru&ions  as  they  had  or  fliould  receive. 
Upon  the  return  and  report  of  thefe  commiffioners 
various  complaints  and  fuits  were  brought  againft 
this  colony,  till  at  laft  they  ended  in  the  condemna- 
tion of  the  charter,  and  the  total  dilfolution  of  their 
government,  in  the  year  1684.  Charles  gave  the  finifti- 
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Thomas  Chevers 
John  banforth 
Edward  Pay  fun 
Samuel  Sweet  man 
Jofeph  Copper 
J homas  Scottow 
i6;g. 

John  Cotton 
Cotton  Mather 
GrandalRawfpn 
Urian  Oats 
>679. 

Jonathan  Danforth 
Edward  Oaks 
James  Allyn 
Thomas*  Barnard 

«68o. 

Richard  Martin 
John  Leveret 
James  Oliver 
William  Brattle 
Perieval  Green 
16S1. 

Samuel  Mitchel 
John  Colton. 

John  Halting 
Noadiah  RulTel. 
Jofeph'  Pierpont 
jphn  Davie 
Samuel  Ruflcl 
William  Danifon 
jofeph  Elliot 
■ 1681,  168,5. 
Samuel  Danforth 
John  Williams 
William  Williams 


Jk>hp  Denifon 
John  Rogers 
Gordon  Saltonfhall 
Richard  Wenfley 
Sainyel  Miles 
Nehemiat)  Walters 
Jofeph  Web 
Edward  Thomfon 
Benjamin  Rolf 

1685 . 

Thomas  Dudley 
Warham  Mather 
Nathaniel  Mather 
Rowland  Cotton, 
Henry  Gibs 
Thomas  Berry 
John  Whiting 
Edward, Mills 
John  Elliot 
Samuel  Shepherd 
Peter  Ruck 
Iiijac  Greenwood 
John  White 
J onathan  Pierpont 

1686. 

Franc's  Wainwright 
Benjamin  Lynd 
Dani?l  Rogers 
George  Philips 
Robert  Hale 
Charles  Chancey 
Nicholas  Morton 

1687. 

John  Davenport 
John  Clark 
Nathaniel  Roger 
John  Mitchel 
Daniel  Brewer 


Timothy  Stephens 
Nathaniel  Welfh 
Jofeph  Daflel 
Henry  Newman 
Jofias  Dwight 
Seth  Shovt 

1688,  1689. 
James  Allen 
Samuel  Moody 
William  Payne 
Addingtpn  Davenport 
John  Haynes 
William  Partridge 
Richard  Whitingham 
John  Emerfon 
John  Sparrowhauk 
Benjamin  Marfton 
John  Eveleth 
Benjamin  Pierpont 
John  Hancock 
Thomas  Swan 
1690. 

Paul  Dudley 
Samuel  Mather 
John  Willard 
Daniel  Denifon 
John  Jones 
Jofeph  Whiting 
Nathaniel  Clap 
Jofeph  Belcher 
Nathaniel  Stone 
John  Clark 

Thomas  Buckingham 
Samuel  Mansfield 
Peter  Burr 
John  Seleck 
John  New  march. 
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ing  ftroke  to  their  charter,  and  his  brother  James  luc- 
ceeded,  to  exercife  a defpotifm  over  them  in  its  out* 
mofl  extent.  Sir  Edmund  Andros  was  appointed  to? 
be  their  governor,  who  would  not  fuffer  them  to  e- 
le&  an  affembly  or  council,  or  to  have  any  other  go* 
vernment  than  what  depended  upon  his  arbitrary  plea* 
Cure.  He  himfelf  made  laws,  raifed  troops,  levied 
taxes,  and  managed  all  things  with  a council  of  his  own' 
creatures,  whom  he  made  the  iuftruments  ofhistyran* 
ny,  and  the  promoters  of  the  ends  of  his  covetoufnefs. 

New* 


Thom.it  Greenwood 
Benjamin  Wadfworth 
Thomas  Ruggles 
Stephen  Mix 
Edmund  Golf 
Nicholas  Lynd 
Ben.  Eafterbrook 

1691. 

John  Tyng 
Ebenezer  Pemberton 
Thomas  Mackarty 
Jofeph  Lord 
Chriftopher  Tappen 
Samuel  Emmery 
Thomas  Atkinfon 
Timothy  Edwards 

1691. 

Benjamin  Coleman 
Zechariah  Alder 
Ebenezer  White 
James  Townlhend 
John  Mors 
Caleb  Cufhing 

i«93. 

Ifaac  Chancey 
Stephen  Buckingham 
Henry  Flint  - 
Simon  Bradftrcet 
John  Wade 
Nathaniel  Hodfon 
Pen  Townfcnd 
Nathaniel  Williams 
.■George  Denifon 
John  Woodward 
Jofeph  Baxter 
William  Vefey 
Nathaniel  Hunting 


Benjamin  Ruggle 
William  Grofvenor 
1694- 

Adam  Winthrop 
John  Woodbridj>e" 
Dudley  Woodbridge 
Eleplicl.lt  Adams 
John  Savage 
John  Balantine 
Salmon  Treat 
John  Filch 

1695. 

Samuel  Vali'al 
Walter  Price 
Richard  Saltonftal 
John  Hubbard 
Simon  Willard 
Hubijah  Savage 
Oliver  Noyi'e 
Thomas  Phipa 
Timothy  Lyndall 
Jonathan  Law 
Ezekiel  Lewis 

1 hornas  Blowers 
Thomas  Little 
John  Perkin 
Jedediah  Andrews 
John  Smith 
John  Kobinfoa 
Jofeph  Green 
Jofeph  Mors 
Nicholas  Webfter 

1696. 

George  Vaughan 
Peter  Thacher 
Dudley  Woodbridge 
Jonathan  Remington 


Samuel  Whitman 
Samuel  Eflabrook 
Andrew  Gardiner 
Samuel  Melycii 
1697. 

Elifha  Cook 
Anthony  Stodart 
Anthony  Stodart 
Jabez  Wakemaa 
Nathaniel  Collins 
Samuel  Burr 
John  Read 
Samuel  Moody 
Richard  Brown 
£-lugh  Adams 
John  Swift 
John  Southmaid 
Jofeph  Coil 
Jofeph  Parlous 
1 bt)X. 

Thomas  Symms 
John  Cotton 
Samuel  Mather 
Joliah  Willard 
Dudley  Bradftrect 
Peter  Cutler 
John  Fox 
Nathaniel  Hubbard 
Henry  Swan 
John  White 
Joliah  Torry 
Oxenbridge  Thacker 
Richard  Billings. 
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New-England  -was  now  in  a moft  difmal  fituation  j 
their  charters  were  diffolved,  and  the  whole  province! 

. brought  into  a ftate  of  abfolute  fubje&ion.  They 
were  told  that  their  charters  being  diffolved,  their 
titles  to  their  lands  Were  forefeited  therewith,  and 
now  belonged  to  the  King.  Uhder  this  pretence, 
they  were  called  upon  to  take  out  new  patents  for 
their  lands,  fubject  to  fuch  fines  as  fliould  be  impofed  ; 
and  writs  of  ejeftnlent  were  brought  againft  fuch  as 
refufed,  to  put  them  out  of  their  poffdfion.  Tiffs 
was  tyranny  with  a witnefs,  but  exceedingly  confift- 
ent  with  the  other  meafures  of  the  government  at 
that  time.  The  colony  deferred  to  feel  fome  chaf- 
tilement  for  their  fpirit  of  intolerance;  but  this  was 
chaftifement  beyond  all  meafure,  and  from  hands  that 
were  guilty  bf  higher  tranfgyeffionS.  A general  ex- 
ception Was  alfo  made  to  all  titles;  in  confequence  of 
the  difolving  of  the  charter,  and  the  towns  were  de- 
clared t©  be  incapable  of  receiving  any  eftates  ; this 
rendered  their  fituation  truly  abjeft.  The  town  of  Ipf- 
wich  remonftrated  againft  paying  taxes  levied  by  the 
governor’s  foie  authority,  without  the  confent  of 
an  affembly,  or  of  the  parliament,  aud  the  fele£t  men 
voted,  “ That  in  as  much  as  it  is  againft  the  privi- 
lege of  Englilh  fubjefts,  to  have  money  raifed  with- 
out their  confent,  in  an  affembly  or  parliament,  they 

therefore 

At  the  time  of  the  colledting  the  above  catalogue,  there  were  in  the 
three  colonies  of  Plymouth,  Mdirachufelts,  and  Connedbcut,  an  hundred 
and  thirty-nine  congregations,  and  of  the  miniflers  of  thefe,  there  were 
above  eighty,  graduates  of  the  Harvard  college,  and  many  of  them  men 
of  good  learning,  and  excellent  parts. 
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therefore  will  petition  the  King  for  liberty  of  an  af- 
fembly,  before  they  make  any  rates.”  For  this,  two 
of  them  were  imprifoned,  and  the  reft  fined  twenty, 
thirty,  and  fifty  pounds  a man. 

In  this  condition  of  oppreffion,  did  this  colony,  and 
Tome  others  remain,  till  the  acceffion  of  King  William 
to  the  throne  of  Great  Britain,  when  the  people  of  Bo- 
ftonfeizedupon  their  governor,  and  called  aconvention. 
This  -affembly  added  two  new  agents  tb  the  two  that 
were  in  England,  and  fent  them  over  with  inftru&ions, 
to  folicit  the  continuance  of  their  ancient  charter, 
and  all  its  rights  and  privileges  ; and  if  there  Ihould 
be  an  opportunity,  to  endeavour  the  obtaining  fuch 
Further  privileges  as  might  be  of  benefit  to  the  colo- 
ny. It  had  been  refolved  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
that  the  feizing  of  the  charters  of  the  corporations 
and  colonies,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  fecond,  was 
Illegal,  and  a bill  had  been  brought  in  for  the  renew- 
al of  them,  but  it  did  not  pafs,  though  it  was  the  ge- 
neral fenfe  of  the  bed  friends  of  the  conftitution,  that 
it  ought  to  have  pafied.  From  this  confideration, 
the  agents,  however  concluded,  that  they  might  be 
allowed  to  refume  their  charter,  which,  according  to 
the  opinion  of  the  mod  noted  lawyers,  could  have 
been  of  very  little  fervice  to  them,  whenever  an  ar- 
bitrary miniftry  Ihould  think  fit  to  confine  them  to  the 
letter  thereof.  The  reader  will  judge  for  himfelf 
when  he  confiders  the  charter,  whether  it  is  liable  to 
the  defefts  which  are  imputed  to  it.  The  opinion  of 
council,  which  was  taken  at  that  time,  was,  “ That  abare 
teftitution  of  the  Maflachufetts  charter  could  be  of  no 
fervice  at  all,  becaufe  it  was  defective  id  five  particulars. 
They  had  no  power  thereby  to  call  a fslett  aflembly, — 
ho  power  to  lay  taxes,  andraife  money  on  the  inhabi- 
tants, whether  freemen,  or  ftrangers  trading  with 
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them  ; — they  had  no  admiralty,— no  power  t6  keep 
a prerogative  court,  to  prove  wills,  nor  to  ereft  courts 
of  judicature,  Specially  chancery  courts.  Some  of 
their  agents  were  very  zealous  to  have  the  old  char^ 
ter  renewed,  but  it  would  appear,  they  either  did  not 
underhand  the  nature  of  it,  nor  were  aware  of  the 
confequences  which  might  arife  from  the  quirks  of 
lawyers,  concerning  their  not  literally  fulfilling  the 
conditions  thereof.  This  charter  did,  indeed,  affirm 
that  they  had  power  to  imprifon,  or  inflift  punifhment 
in  criminal  cafes,  according  to  the  courfe  of  corpo- 
rations in  England  ; but  the  lawyers  faid,  that  unlefs 
capital  cafes  were  exprefsly  mentioned,thepowercould 
not  reach  them  : That  they  had  no  power  to  ereft  ju- 
dicatories, or  courts  for  probates  of  wills,  or  with  ad- 
miralty jurifdi&ion  nor  had  they  power  to  conhitute 
an  lioufe  of  representatives,  nor  impofe  taxes  on  the 
inhabitants  ; nor  to  incorporate  towns,-  colleges,  or 
fchools,  which  power  and  privileges  they  had,  not- 
withftanding,  ufurped  ; and  of  confequence,  by  law, 
had  forfeited  their  charter.  An  hiftorian  who  reads 
the  tranfa&ions  of  thofe  times,  and  judges  upon  the 
principles  of  common  fenfe,  finds  himfelf  greatly 
at  a lofs,  when  he  finds  a power  granted  to  a people 
to  make  laws  to  themfelves,  provided  they  are  con- 
iiflent  with  the  laws  of  England,  and  yet  men  who 
pretend  to  know  the  law  better  than  others,  decla- 
ring that  there  are  many  things  which  the  fubjetts 
in  England  may  do,  that  thofe  in  America  may  not 
do ; were  mankind  diverted  of  felfifhnefs  and  preju- 
dice, they  would  certainly  infer,  that  an  authority  to 
make  laws  fuited  to  any  fociety,  agreeable  to  the  laws  • 
of  another  fociety,  implied  a right  to  make  as  many 
as  they  pleafed,  provided  they  wete  confiftent  with 
that  general  rule.  If  this  is  not  the  meaning  of  the 
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words  of  the;  charter,  it  will  be  difficult  to  fay  what 
is  the  meaning  of  words.  It  has  been  alledged  that 
the  American  charters  cannot  be  infilled  upon,  as  gi- 
ving them  a right  of  exemption  from  the  jurifdi&ion 
of  parliament ; and  it  is  certainly  true  : but  it  is  alfo 
true,  that  all  incorporated  towns  in  England  have  a 
fhare  in  the  legiflature,  which  the  colonifls  have  not ; 
which  right  they  have  by  their  charters.  It  does  not 
appear  that  thefe  colonifts  wanted  to  be  free  from 
the  jurifdiftion  of  parliament,  but  to  have  a fliare  in 
the  legiflature  which  pretends  to  tax  them,  which  is 
certainly  reafonable.  And  as  their  local  circumftances 
render  it  next  to  impoflible  for  them  to  attend  in 
England,  they  only  afk  the  privilege  which  Britons 
require  at  home,  to  tax  themfelves  by  their  own  re- 
prefentatives;  and  if  they  are  free  men  at  all,  and 
not  flaves,  this  mud  be  their  undoubted  privilege. 

In  confidering  the  charafters  of  nations  and  peo- 
ple, it  will  be  difficult  to  find  confiflency  in  the  con- 
duft  of  any  that  have  yetexifted  in  this  world.  Our 
colonifls  who  fled  from  perfecution  in  their  native 
country,  turned  tyrants  to  feme  of  their  brethern, 
when  once  they  got  power  into  their  own  hands. 
The  Anabaptifts  and  Quakers  were  the  objefts  of 
their  highefl  averfion:.  they  perfecuted  them  with  un- 
relenting rigour,  even  unto  death  ; and  becaufc  they 
could  not  believe  the  fame  creed  with  them,  they  de- 
nied them  the  privileges  of  men  and  citizens.  This 
was  perverting  religion  to  the  word  of  purpofes,  and 
making  the  mild  and  merciful  dictates  of  our  Saviour, 
the  ground  work  of  malice,  tyranny,  and  perfecution. 
This  is  fuch  a blot  in  the  character  of  the  nrfl  fettlers, 
that  nothing  can  wipe  away  the  reproach  from  their 
fucceflors,  but  a total  renunciation  of  both  the  prin- 
ciples and  practices  which  their  progenitors  purified* 
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Liberty,  the  noble  privilege  of  all  hoheft  men,  can 
never  be  coflfiftently  maintained,  without  allowing  o- 
thers  as  much  as  we  take  to  ourfelves,  while  they  do 
pot  holcjl  practical  principles,  deftruftive  of  the  tights 
of  all  other  people.  It  has  been  too  often  the  difpo- 
lition  of  religious  focieties,  to  blend  the  ideas  of  civil 
and  religious  things,  and  to  make  a certain  form  or. 
religion,  a fine  qua  non,  of  men9  right  to  enjoy  the  li- 
berty of  free  citizens.  This  at  once  makes  the  king- 
dom of  our  Lord,  a kingdom  of  this  world,  and  ren- 
ders every  form  of  godlinefs  a tool  of  private  inteteft, 
felfifhnefs,  and  pride.  How  far  the  colonifts  have  re- 
formed their  praftices  in  this  point,  will  appear  in  the 
fequel  of  this  hiftory ; where  they  {hall  be  fet  in  that 
light  they  deferve,  as  far  as  their  aftions  point  them 
out.  Free  from  partiality  to  friends  or  fqes,  we  fhall 
endeavour  to  fteer  our  courfe,  and  keep  truth  in 
view,  as  the  unerring  compafs  of  all  true  and  impar- 
tial hiftory.  But  we  fhall  now  return  to  the  more 
immediate  caufes  of  the  prefent  war,  and  the  chief 
objeft  of  this  hiftory. 

The  fatisfaftion  which  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp  aft 
gave  the  colonifts,  did  not  remove  their  apprehenfions 
concerning  the  defigns  of  the  miniftry  to  oppress 
them  ; and  the  future  proceedings  of  the  Englifli  par- 
liament, in  giving  fanftion  to  the  requifttions  of  the 
executive  power,  did  fully  confirm  their  apprehen- 
lions.  The  laws  that  were  pafled  this  year,  for  the 
purpofe  of  railing  a revenue  in  the  colonies,  by  the 
laying  of  duties  on  the  importation  of  glafs  and  pa- 
per, and  other  commodities  from  Britain,  and  the 
ccnfequent  eftablilhment  of  cuftom-houfes  in  their 
ports,  alarmed  them  greatly.  Thefe  produced  dread- 
ful convulfions  in  the  colonies,  and  produced  confe- 
rences highly  prejudicial  to  the  commercial  interefts 
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of  the  mother  country.  It.  will  at  leaft  appear  unfor- 
tunate, if  not  altogether  impolitic,  after  the  recent 
examples  of  the  mifchief  that  attended  the  ftamp  aft,  ' 
and  the  confequent  repeal  thereof,  from  a conviftiop 
of  thofc  fcvils,  a meafure  of  a like  tendency  {houlcl 
have  been  fo  fpeedily  adopted,  before  {he  chagrin 
on  account  of  the  former  irritation  was  worn  off  the 
minds  of  the  colonifts.  Much  the  fame  arguments 
have  been  ufed  in  the  defence  of  thofe  meafures  that 
were  made  in  fupport  of  the  (lamp  aft,  which  {hall 
be  taken  notice  of,  after  we  have  confidered  the  op- 
pofuion  that  was  made  to  the  new  ftatutes  of  this  year. 

The  firft  vifible  inftance  of  oppofition  {hewn  to 
thefe  ftatutes,  happened  at  Bofton,  Oftober  27th, 

1 767,  where  the  inhabitants,  at  a general  meeting, 
formed,  and  agreed  to  feveral  refolutions,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  manufaftures,  promoting  frugality, 
and  oeconomy,  and  for  leffening  and  reftraining  of  alf 
fuperfluities.  Thefe  refolutions,  which  were  all  of 
them  in  the  firft  inftance  prejudicial  to  the  commerce 
of  Britain,  contained  an  enumeration  of  articles, 
which  it  was  determined  not  to  ufe  at  all,  or  in  as 
low  a degree  as  poffible.  At  the  fame  time,  a fub- 
fcriptipn  was  opened,  and  a committee  appointed  for 
{he  encouragement  of  their  own  former  manufac- 
tures, and  the  eftabliihment  of  new  ones.  Among 
thefe,  it  was  agreed  to  give  particular  encouragement 
to  the  making  of  paper  and  glafs,  and  the  other  com- 
modities that  were  liable  to  the  payment  of  new  du- 
ties upon  importation.  It  was  alfo  refolved  to  re- 
11  rain  the  expences  of  funerals,  and  to  reduce  drefs 
to  a degree  of  primitive  fimplicity  and  plainefs,  and  • 
in  general,  not  to  purchafe  from  the  mother  country 
any  thing  that  could  be  procured  in  the  colonies. 
Thefe  refolutions  were  adopted,  or  fimilar  ones  a- 

greed 
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greed  upou  by  all  the  old  colonies  on  the  continent. 
The  government  of  Britain  might  have  by  this  time 
perceived  that  a people  of  fuch  a Spartan  tafte  were 
not  to  be  eafily  frightened  into  compliance  with  fufpi- 
cious,  or  arbitrary  afts  of  a legillature,  where  they 
had  none  to  represent  them.  A people  that  have  as 
much  public  virtue  as  to  become  unfaftuonable,  for 
the  fake  of  preferving  the  rights  of  the  community, 
and  can  reftrain  their  paffions  and  appetites  for  the 
fake  of  their  country,  are  not  eaiily  to  be  driven  to 
a cqmpliance  with  afts  they  conceive  to  be  unreafon- 
able.  Whatever  may  be  the  errors  or  miftakes  in  the. 
conduft  of  the  colonilts,  and  however  far  they  may 
have  afted  wrong  in  fome  particulars,  yet  they  have 
Ihewn  a fteadinefs  of  principle  and  praftice,  that  has 
Ht  lcall  the  appearance  of  virtue,  and  which  their  ene- 
mies mult  admire,  though  their  pride  will  not  fuffer 
them  to  acknowledge  it. 

What  had  lately  irritated  both  parties,  in  this  dif- 
pute,  was  the  proceedings  of  the  affembly  at  New- 
York,  and  the  aft  of  the  Britiflj  parliament,  made  in 
confluence  thereof.  It  had  been  appointed  by  par- 
liament iu  the  lalt  felhoit,  that  the  people  of  New- 
Y ork  Ihould  provide  for  the  King’s  troops,  according 
to  a method  exprefled  in  the  aft  ; vhichthe  affembly, 
inhead  of  obferviug,  purfued  a meafure  of  their  own, 
without  paying  any  regard  to  the  prescription  of  par- 
liament. Whether  they  fhewed  this  oppofiticn  out 
of  mere  wiifulnefs,  or  claimed  it  as  a principle  of. 
right,  to  obferye  their  own  way  in  providing  for  the 
troops,  I will  not  affirm;  but  this  was  fo  offenfive  to 
the  legillature  of  Britain,  that  they  paffed  an  aft,  June. 
i ^th,  whereby  the  governor,  council,  and  affembly 
of  New -York,  are  prohibited  from  palling  any  aft  of: 
affembly  whatfoever,  till  they  had  complied  with  theg 

terms. 
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*erms  of  the  aft  of  parliament  in  every  particular; 
This  was  defigned  as  a leifon  to  the  other  colonies* 
to  teach  them  more  reverence  to  afts  of  the  Britifli 
legiflature  ; but  it  did  not  produce  the  intended  ef- 
feft ; for  the  colonifts  who  had  begun  to  queftion  the 
right  of  the  parliament  to  make  laws  for  them,  were 
not  difpofed  to  obey  a ftatute  that  was  fpecially  de* 
figned  to  point  out  that  they  were  in  a ftate  of.vaf- 
falage.  By  fuch  oppofition  of  coilduft,  the  leading 
aftors  on  both  {ides  grew  more  and  more  warm  in 
their  difpolition,  and  fcarcely  could  refirain  themfelves 
w'ithin  the  bounds  of  decency  and  temper.  '1  he 
fpeeches  of  each  party  Were  ofteh  uncharitable,  and 
recriminating,  and  exprelfed  more  the  fpirit  of  party  . 
than  liberality  of  fentimeht,  becoming  contenders  for 
liberty  and  the  rights  of  mankind. 

We  are  now  approaching  to  the  beginning  of  an 
year  that  is  crowded  with  incidents,  and  teems  with 
tranfaftions  of  the  greateft  importance.  The  fpirits 
of  the  colonies  were  now  agitated  to  a degree  of  en- 
thufiafm  for  their  liberties,  and  they  confidered  etery 
new  aft  of  parliament  as  a frelh  attack  upon  their  free- 
dom, and  an  infult  to  their  underftanding.  Upon  the 
eleventh  of  February,  1768,  the  aitembly  of  Maflachu- 
fetts  bay  fent  a circular  letter,  figned  by  their  fpeaker 
to  all  the  other  colonies  in  North  America  **  The  de- 
fign  of  this  letter,  was  to  fliew  the  dangerous  ten- 
dency of  the  late  afts  of  parliament,  to  reprefent 

them 

•circular  letter. 

Gentlemen,  BoJIom,  Sept.  14.  poled  upon  the  people,  without 
You  are  already  too  well  ac-  their  content:  taxes  defigned  tor 
quaiuted  with  the  melancholy  and  the  fupport of  theciwil government 
very  alarming  circumli tnces  to  in  the  colonies,  in  a manner  clear- 
which  this  province,  ;.s  well  as  A-  ly  uncoiifHtutional,  andeontrary  to 
mcrica  in  general,  is  now  reduced,  that  in  which,  till  of  late,  govern- 
Taxes,  equally  detrimental  to  the  meat  has  been  fupported.  by  the 
commercial  interefls  of  the  parent  free  gift  of  the  people  in  the  Ame- 
eountry  and  her  colonies,  are  im-  riean  ailetublics  or  parliaments;  as 

alfo 
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them  as  unconflitutional,  and  to  propofe  a common  ii- 
nion  among  the  colonies  in  the  purfuit  of  all  legal  mea- 
fures  to  prevent  their  effeft,  on  an  harmony  in  thei»- 
applications  to  government,  to  obtain  a repeal  of 
them;  It  alfo  largely  fets  forth  their  conftitutional 
rights  as  Engliih  fubjefts ; all  of  which  they  affirm 
were  infringed  by  thefe  new  laws. 

At  this  period,  and  for  fome  years  before  the  af- 
fembly  of  Maffachufetts  bay  and  their  governor  had 
almoft  differed  in  their  opinion  upon  every  fubjeft, 

which 

ilfoforthe  maintenance  of  a large  American  department,  in  one  of 
Handing  army;  not  for  the  defence  his  ietterscomrounicated  tothe  latC 
pf  the  newly-acquired  territories,  houfe,  has  been  pieafed  to  fay, 
but  for  the  old  colonies,  and  in  ‘ proper  care  yrill  be  taken  for  the 
timeof  peace,  the  decent,  hum-  fuppori  of  the  dignity  of  govern- 
hie,  and  truly  loyal  applications  ment the  meaning  of  which  it  tod 
and  petitions  from  the  reprefenta-  plain  to  be  mifunderllood. 
tive's  of  this  province,  for  the  re-  1 he  concern  and  perplexity  into 
drefc  of  thefe  heavy  and  very  tbrea-  tthich  thefe  things  have  thrown  the 
tening  grievances,  have  hitherto  people,  have  been  greatly  aggr  va- 
been  inenedtual,  being  allured  from  ted  by  a late  declaration  of  his  cx- 
authendc  intelligence  that  they  cellency  Governor  Bernard,  that 
have  not  yet  reached  the  royal  ear : one  or  more  regiments  m?y  foon 

the  only  tffeft  of  tranfmitting  thefe  be  expected  in  this  province, 
applications  hitherto  perceivable,  The  delygn  of  thefe  tropps  is  e- 
has  been  a mandate  from  one  of  his  very  one's  apprehenfion  ; nothing 
Mnjefty’s  fecretarica  of  ftate  to  the  fliortofenforcingby  military po wet- 
governor  of  this  province,  to  dif-  the  execution  of  acts  of  parliament, 
folve  the  general  afiembly,  merely  in  the  forming  of  which  the  color 
becaufe  the  late  houfe  of  reprefen-  nies  have  not.  and  cannot  have  any 
tatives  refuted  to  refcind  a refolu-  cohltitutiongl  influence.  This  is 
tion  of  a former  houfe,  which  im-  one  of  the  greateft  ditire  lies  to 
piied  nothing  more  than  a right  in  which  a free  people  can  be  redu- 
tlye  American  lubjecls  to  unite  in  ced. 

humble  and  dutiful  petitions  to  The  town  which  we  have  the  ho1- 
their  gracious  fovereign,  when  they  nour  to  ferve,  have  taken  thefe 
found  themfelves  aggrieved  : this  things  at  their  late  me:  ting  mt* 
is  a right  naturally  inherent  in  eve-  their  mod  ferious  conlideration  : 
ry  man,  and  exprefsly  recognized  .And  as  there  is  in  the  minds  of 
at  the  glorious  Revolution  as  the  many  a prevailing  apprehenfion  of 
birrh-right  of  an  Englishman.  an  approaching  war  with  France* 

This  diffblution  you  are  fenftble  they  have  paffed  the  feveral  votes, 
has  taken  place;  the  governor  has  which  we  tranfmit  to  you,  defiring 
publicly  and  repeatedly  declared  that  they  may  be  immediately  laid 
that  he  cannot  call  another  aflem-  before  the  town  whofe  prudentials 
biyiandthe  fccretaryof  ftate  for  the  are  in  your  care,  at  a legal  meet- 
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\S  hich  had  been  the  occafion  of  continual  altercation; 
This  altercation  was  carried  on  with  great  afperity 
on  both  fides,  and  both  parties  Teemed  more  attentive 
to  keenefs  of  expreflion,  and  feverity  in  their  replies* 
than  to  the  propriety  of  meafures,  or  the  advantages  of 
civil  government.  Thefe  difputes  fo  Toured  the  tem- 
ypers  of  the  parties,  that  it  was  not  eafy  for  them  to 
purfue  meafures  in  connection,  without  {hewing  a 
temper  inconfiftent  with  mutual  confidence.  Gover- 
nor Bernard  was  confidered  as  a perfon  who  was 
looking  up  to  the  fovereign,  for  a dignity  which  his 
pride  fuggefted  to  him  he  deferved,  and  for  that  rea- 
fon,  was  more  careful  to  pleafe  the  miniftry,  than  to 
ftudy  the  real  advantage  of  the  Colony.  He  had 
{hewn  an  imperious  ftiffnefs  in  his  behaviour,  which 
did  not  fuit  the  temper  of  a people  that  were  exceed- 
ing jealous  of  their  liberty.  His  anfwers  to  their  pe- 
titions and  requefts  were  formal,  arbitrary,  and  will- 
fully difobliging  * ; and  inftead  of  endeavouring  to 

U foften 

iflg,  for  their  candid  and  particular  agony  of  mind,  they  m.-iy  be  in  dan- 
attention.  _ ger  of  falling  into. 

Deprived  of  the  councils  of  .1  As  it  i3  of  importance  that  the 
general  affembly  in  this  dark  and  convention  Ihould  meet  as  foon  as 
difficult  feafon,  the  loyal  people  of  may  be,  fo  early  a day  as  the  i»d 
this  province  will,  we  are  perfua-  of  this  inilaot  September  lias  been 
ded,  immediately  perceive  the  pro-  propofed  for  that  purpafe — and  it 
priety  and  utility  of  the  propofed  is  hoped  the  reniotefi  towns  will 
committee  df  convention:  and  the  by  that  time,  or  as  foon  after  as 
found  and  whoiefome  advice  that  Conveniently  may  be,  return  their 
may  be  expected  from  a Hum-  rfcfpcdtiVc  committees, 
her  of  gentlemen  chofen  by  them*  Not  doubting  but  that  you  are 
ftlves,  and  in  whom  they  may  re-  equally  concerned  with  us,  and  our 
pofe  the  greateft  confidence;  mutt  fellow  citizens,  for  the  prefervatiod 
tend  to  the  real  fervice  of  our  gra-  of  our  invaluable  rights,  and  for 
cions  fovereign;  and  the  Welfare  the  general  happinefs  of  out  coun- 
of  his  fubjefls  in  this  province,  and  try,  and  that  you  are  difpofed  with 
may  happily  prevent  any  hidden  equal  ardor  to  exert  yottrfelvcs  in 
and  unconnected  mcafure-,  which  every  conltitutional  way  for  foglo- 
in  their  prel'ent  anxiety,  and  even  rious  a purpofe. 

Signed  by  the  fcleft-men. 

* To  the  Gentlemen  AflemMed  at  Faneuilhsll  under  the  name  of  ai 
Committee  of  Convention. 

As  I have  lately  received  from  his  conltitutional  authority  within  tilts 
inajefty  ftrift  orders  to  fupport  his  government,  ( canr.o:  fit  it  II,  and 

fee 
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fbften  the  tempers  of  the  affembly  already  fufficiently 
rankled  and  over  heated,  he  added  fuel  to  the  flame,1 
by  talking  of  prerogative,  and  the  determination  of 
the  fovereign  to  fnpport  his  dignity.  It  was  ftrongly 
fufpefted  that  the  royal  determination  depended  much 
upon  the  reprefentation  that  he  had  given  of  the  co- 
Ionifts,  and  that  the  miuifterial  vengence  proceeded 
hi  a great  meafure  from  thofe  partial  accounts  of  the 
temper  of  the  people  reprefented  in  his  letters  to  the 
tninifters  of  flate. 

A letter  which  the  governor  received  from  the 
Earl  of  Shelburne,  one  of  the  principal  fecretaries  of 
flate,  and  which  contained  feme  fevere  ftri&ures  on 
the  behaviour  of  the  colonies,  and  the  conduit  of  the 
Maflachufetts  affembly,  Was,  by  the  order  of  the  go- 
vernor, and  according  to  its  original  defign,  read  to 
fhat  body  by  their  fecretary.  This  produced  great 
debates  in  the  affembly,  when  feveral  fevere  things 
were  faid,  with  very  little  temper,  and  obfervations 

made 

fee  fo  notorifnis  a violation  of  it.  It  istherefore  my  duty  to  inter- 
ns the  calling  an  afieinbly  of  the  pofc,  at  this  inftant,  before  it  is  too 
people  by  private  pcrfons  only.  late.  I do  therefore  earneftly  ad- 
For  a meeting  of  the  deputies  of  monifli  you,  that  inftantly,  and  be- 
the  towns  is  an  aflembly  of  the  re-  fere  you  do  any  bufinefs,  you  break 
prifentatives  of  the  people  to  all  up  this  aflembly,  and  feparate  your- 
jntents  and  purpofes;  and  it  is  not  fclves.  J fpeak  to  you  now  as  a 
the  calling  it  a committee  of  con-  friend  to  the  province,  and  a well- 
vention  that  will  alter  the  nature  of  willier  to  the  individuals  of  it. 
the  thing.  Bui  if  you  fhould  pay  no  regard 

I am  willing  to  believe  that  the  to  this  admonition,  I mult  as  a go- 
gentlemen  who  fo  haltily  itl'ued  the  vemor  ailert  the  prerogative  of  the 
fummocs  for  this  meeting  were  crown  in  a more  public  manner, 
not  aware  of  the  high  nature  of  the  For  afiiire  yourfelves  (l  fperk  from 
offence  they  were  committing  ; and  infimetion),  the  king  is  determined 
they  who  have  obeyed  them  have  to  maintain  his  entire  fovereignty 
riot  well  confidercd  of  the  penalties  over  this  province;  and  whoever 
■which  they  will  incur  if  they  fhould  ftiall  perfift  in  ufurping  any  af  the 
periiit  in  continuing  their  fefliun  rights  of  it,  will  repent  of  his  rafh- 
and  doing  bufinefs  therein.  At  nefs. 

prefent,  ignorance  of  law  may  ex-  FRA.  BERNARD, 

cufe  what  is  pafi:  a ftep  farthef  will  Province-Houfe,  7 
take  away  that  pica.  Sept,  aa-,  1768.  > 
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piade,  not  quite  confident  with  the  dignity  of  fuch  a 
meeting.  It  was  alleged  in  thofe  debates,  that  Lord 
Shelburne’s  letter  proceeded  upon  topics  whjch  thh 
governor’s  representation  of  the  colonies  hadfugged- 
ed ; and  that  the  fe  verity  of  the  fecretary’s  letter  took 
its  rife  from  a mifreprefentatian  of  faffs,  given  by  the 
governor  in  his  difpatches  to  the  minidry.  A com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  wait  upon  him,  to  defire  a co- 
py of  Lord  Shelburne’s  letter,  as  well  as  thofe  that  he 
had  written  himfelf,  with  relation  to  the  affembly,  and 
to  which  the  charges  in  his  Lordlhip’s  letter  mudrefer. 
Thefe  copies  being  refufed,  the  affembly  wrote  a let- 
ter to  the  fecretqry  of  date,  iq  which  they  recite  the 
circumdances  of  thq  whole  tranfaftion,  and  endeavour 
to  vindicate  themfelves,  and  their  conduft,  at  the  ex- 
pence of  the  governor,  whom  they  charge  with  mif- 
reprefenting  them,  and  being  the  occafion  of  the  ill 
opinion  which  the  fecretary  had  concerning  them. 
They  alfo  wrote  letters  to  the  Lords  of  the  treafurv, 
and  feveral  other  great  officers  of  date,  wherein,  to- 
gether with  profcfiions  of  their  loyalty,  they  remon- 
drated  againd  the  operations  of  the  late  affs  of  parlia- 
ment ; which  they  hinted,  were  contrary  to  the  condi- 
tution,  and  totally  fubverfive  of  their  rights  and  li- 
berties. 

Such  a firm  oppofition  was  by  no  means  agreeable 
to  the  temper  of  the  governor,  who  probably  had  gi- 
ven affurances 'to'thc  fecretaries  of  date,  that  a (harp 
rebuke  from  thofe  in  power  in  England,  would  make 
them  return  to  their  duty  and  obedience.  He  found 
himfelf  deceived,  as  well  as  found  that  they  had  en- 
deavoured to  expofe  him  as  neither  a friend  to  the 
King  nor  to  the  colonies  ; fo  when  he  found  himfelf 
difappointed  in  all  his  other  fehemes,  he  adjourned 
the  affembly.  In  the  fpeech  which  he  delivered  on 
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this  occafion,  he  made  many  animadverfions  upon 
their  conduit,  efpecially  with  regard  to  Lord  Shel- 
burne’s letter ; and  he  complained  greatly  of  fome 
turbulept  and  faftious  members,  who,  under  falfe  pre- 
tences of  patriotifm,  had  unhappily  procured  too  great 
influence  in  the  afi'embly,  and  among  the  people,  who 
facrificed  their  country  to  the  gratification  of  their 
paffions,  and  to  the  fupport  of  an  importance,  which 
could  have  no  exiftence  but  in  , times  of  trouble  and 
confufion.  It  is  a common  thing  for  all  men  that  are 
grafping  at  power  and  domination,  to  charge  all  peo- 
ple with  the  crime  of  faftioufnefs,  that  oppofe  their 
meafures;  the  whole  ftruggles  for  liberty,  in  all  ages 
of  the  world,  have  been  accounted  faftious  operations, 
of  reftlefs  perfons,  who  had  no  other  intention  than  to 
difturb  good  and  peaceable  governors,  who  never  de- 
ferred to  be  refilled.  The  famous  patriots  who. 
brought  about  the  glorious  revolution,  were,  by  the. 
Tories  of  thofe  times,  accounted  a faftion,  and  char- 
ged with  the  worft  of  crimes,  for  faving  the  nation, 
from  Popery  and  tyranny. 

While  thefe  difturbances  in  America  were  gaining 
ground  by  minifterial  incapacity  and  oppofition,  a new 
fecretary  of  ftate  was  appointed  at  home,  to  the  de- 
partment of  the  colonies.  Much  was  hoped  from 
this  new  inftitution  and  arrangement ; but  though  the 
inflitution  itfelf  was  good,  the  advantages  arifing 
therefrom,  depended  upon  the  manner  of  difeharging 
the  office.  The  firft  who  was  fettled  in  this  new  depart- 
ment of  ftate,  was  Lord  Hillfborough,  wrho  did  not 
by  any  lenient  or  foftening  meafures,  attempt  to  fof- 
ten  the  tempers  of  the  colonies.  Whether  his  or- 
ders were  exprefs  to  obferve  the  conduft  which  he 
purfued,  or  that  he  made  ufe  of  the  royal  authority 
to,  awe  the  colonifts  into  a compliance  with  the  man- 
dates 
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_ dates  of  government,  I will  not  pretend  to  afErm ; 
but  in  his  circular  letters  to  the  governors  of  the  co- 
lonies, which  had  received  the  circular  letter  from 
the  aflembly  of  Boftoq,  he  exprefies  his  Majefty  Ydif- 
like  pf  that  letter  in  very  ftrong  terms.  It  was  de- 
clared in  Lord  Hilllborough’s  letter,  that  his  Maje- 
fly  confidered  thd  conduct  of  the  aflembly  of  Boftot\ 
as  of  the  moft  dangerous  and  fa&ious  tendency,  cal- 
culated to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people,  to  pro? 
tnote  an  unwarrantable  combination  ; to  excite  an  o- 
pen  oppofition  to,  and  denial  of  the  authority  of  par- 
liament, and  to  fubvert  the  true  principles  of  the  con- 
ftitution  ; and.  that  his  Majefty  expe&ed,  from  the 
known  afleftion  at  the  refpefHve  aflemblies,  that  they 
would  defeat  this  flagitious  attempt  to  dlfturb  the 
public  peace,  and  treat  it  with  the  contempt  it  de- 
ferved,  by  taking  no  notice  of  it. 

Another  letter  bf  the  fame  date  was  fent  to  Gover- 
nor Bernard,  in  which  the  fame  exceptions  are  made 
to  the  circular  letter.  It  is  there  affirmed,  that  the 
meafure  had  been  carried  in  a thin  houfe,  at  the  end 
of  the  feffion,  and  in  which  the  aflembly  departed 
from  that  fpirit  of  prudence  and  refpeft  to  the  con? 
ftitution,  which  feemed  to  have  influenced  the  majo- 
rity of  its  members  in  a full  houfe,  and  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  feffion  : from  hence  his  Majefty  could  not 
but  confider  it  as  a very  unfair  proceeding,  and  to 
have  been  carried  by  furprife  through  the  houfe  of 
reprefentatives.  It  was  then  required  in  his  Maje- 
fty’s  name,  that  the  new  aflembly  would  refcind  the 
refolution  which  gave  exiftence  to  the  circular  letter, 
and  declare  their  difapprobation  of,  and  diflent  to  fo 
ralh  and  hafty  a proceeding  : That  as  his  Majefty  had 
the  fulleft  reliance  on  the  aftetftions  of  his  fubje&s  of 
Mnflachufetts  bay?  he  had  the  better  ground  to  hope, 
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that  the  attempts  made  by  a defperate  fa&ion,  to  dis- 
turb the  public  tranquility,  would  be  difcountenanced,' 
and  that  the  execution  of  the  meafure  recommended, 
would  not  meot  with  any  difficulty.  Both  the  mini- 
ftfy  and  the  governor  were  miftaken  in  this  conjec- 
ture. On  the  2 1 ft  qf  June,  this  part  of  the,  letter 
was  laid  before  the  new  aftembly  by  the  governor,  with 
amcftage,  in  winch  he  earneftly  requefted  their  com- 
pliance ; but  obfervcd,  that  in  cafe  of  a contrary  beha- 
viour, he  had  received  his  Majefty’s  inftruttions  how 
to  a£t,  and  mull  do  his  duty.  This  produced  a mef- 
fage  from  the  aflembly,  in  which  they  defired  a copy 
of  the  inftriiftipns  which  the  governor  alluded  to,  as 
\vell  as  gf  fome  letters  and  papers  he  had  laid  before 
the  council.  The  governor  fent  a copy  of  the  remain- 
der of  Lord  Hillfborough’s  letter,  in  which  the  in- 
ftrudtions  were  contained,  to  the  aflembly,  by  which 
he  was  direfted,  in  cafe  of  their  refufing  to  comply 
with  his  Majefty’s  rcafonable  expe&ations,  to  diffolve 
them  immediately,  and  to  tranfrr.it  a copy  of  their  pro- 
ceedings upon  it,  to  be  laid  before  the  parliament. 
The  'whole  of  thofe  requifitions,  made  by  the  govern- 
ment of  Britain  qpon  tliis  colqny,  were  confidered  by 
the  colohifts  as  the  effefts  of  the  mifreprefentation^ 
of  their  own  governor,  who,  as  he  wanted  to  rule  q- 
ver  them  with  an  arbitrary  power,  was  provoked  at 
their  oppofition,  and  therefore  reprefented  them  to 
the  King  and  the  miniftry  as  a perverfe  and  faftious 
fet  of  people  that  would  be  ruled  by  no  law,  and  de- 
fpifed  all  government. 

The  aflembly  gave  no  anfwer  to  the  governor’s  re- 
queft,  till  his  patience  was  almoft  worn  out,  and  he 
was  obliged  to  fend  a mefiage  to  them,  to  urge  their 
compliance  with  the  King’s  demands.  In  anfwer  to 
this  meflage,  they  applied  for  a recefs,  that  they, 
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fnight  have  an  opportunity  to  cbnfult,  and  advife  with' 
their  condiments  upon  the  occafion.  This  was  what 
the  governor  knew  would  be  of  no'  fervice  to  his 
fcheme,  but  would  rather  add  fuel  to  the  fire  that 
was  already  kindled ; he  therefore  refufed  thtjir  re- 
tjueft.  Upon  which  they  put  the  quedion,  for  re- 
fcinding  the  refolution  of  the  lad  aflembly, which  pafii 
fed  in  the  negative,  by  a divifio'n  of  ninety  two  to  fe- 
venteen.  This  fhews  how  badly  the  fecretary  had 
been  informed  concerning  the  temper  of  the  majori- 
ty, w'hen  he  affirmed,  that  the  meafure  had  been  car- 
ried in  a thin  meeting,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the 
majority,  who  were  abfent.  It  appears  to  be  a com- 
mon infirmity  prevailing  with  men  of  all  ranks  to  be- 
lieve, at  lead  on  occafions  to  affirm,  what  is  mod  a- 
greeable  to  their  own  inclinations  and  intereds,  how- 
ever little  evidence  they  have  for  their  conduct. 

The  aflembly  then  refolved  to  write  a letter  to  Lord 
Hiilfborough,  and  an  ardwcr  to  the  Governor.  In 
both  thefe  letters,  they  endeavour  to  vindicate  the  con- 
duft  of  the  lad  aflembly,  as  well  as  the  prefent,  and 
deny  the  charges  brought  againd  them,  of  carrying 
the  refolution  by  furprife  in  a thin  meeting  of  the 
aflembly,  and  affirm  on  the  contrary,  that  the  refo- 
lution for  the  circular  letter  was  palled  in  a 
full  feffion,  and  by  a great  majority.  '1'hey  alfo  de- 
fended the  legality  of  that  meafure,  and  affirmed  that 
it  was  the  inherent  right  of  all  fubje&s  to  petition  the 
King,  either  jointly  or  feparately,  for  a redrefs  of 
grievances.  In  regard  to  the  rescinding  the  refolu- 
tion, it  was  obferved,  that  to  fpcak  in  the.  flile  of  the 
rommon  law,  it  was  not  now  executory , but  to  all  in- 
tents and  purpofes  executed : That  the  circular  letters 
had  been  fent,  and  many  of  them  anfwered : That  both 
had  appeared  in  the  public  papers,  and  that  they 
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could  now  as  well  refcind  the  letters  as  the  reiolvei 
on  which  they  were  founded,  and  that  both  would 
be  equally  fruitlefs.  In  the  letter  to  the  fecretaxy  of 
Hate,  they  made  feveral  ftriftures  with  great  free- 
dom on  the  nature  of  the  requilition,  and  alleged  that 
it  was  unconftitutional,  and  without  a precedent,  to 
command  a free  affembly,  on  pain  of  its  exigence,  to 
refcind  any  refolution,  much  lefs  that  of  a former 
houfe.  They  complained  greatly  of  the  bafe  and 
wicked  reprefentations,  that  muft  have  been  made  td 
his  Majefty,  to  caufe  him  to  confider  a meafure  per- 
feftly  legal  and  conftitutional,  and  which  only  tended 
to  lay  the  grievances  of  the  fubjefts  before  the  throne, 
as  of  an  inflammatory  nature,  tending  to  create  unwar* 
rantable  combinations,  and  to  excite  an  oppofltion  td 
the  authority  of  parliament,  which  are  the  terms  in 
which  it  is  deferibed  in  the  letter.  They  concluded 
with  the  w'armeftexpreflions  of  loyalty,  and  theftrong* 
eft  remonftrances  againft  the  late  laws  They  were 
at  the  fame  time  preparing  a petition  t©  the  King  fof 
removal  of  their  governor,  in  which  they  bring  many 
heavy  charges  againft  him,  that  were  urged  with  great 
vehemency,  and  exprefled  in  very  ftrong  terms.  But 
before  they  had  finifhed  this  petition,  the  governor 
took  care  to  diflolve  the  aflemhly.  The  aflemblies 
in  America  were  now  become  fomething  like  the  Eng- 
Jilh  parliaments  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  firft,  by  no 
means  tra&ablc  to  the  call  of  the  court  and  fovereign  $ 
for  which  reafon  they  were  continually  diflolved.  But 
they  were  ftill  as  fimilar  in  their  cafes,  the  new  affem- 
blies  were  as  tenacious  of  their  rights  as  the  old  ones, 
and  took  up  the  grievances  Where  the  former  affem- 
blies  left  them,  and  began  with  new  remonftrances, 
W'hile  thefe  matters  were  warmly  purfued  in  the  colo- 
nies, and  their  afiemblies  continually  diflolved,  the 
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grand  aflembly  of  Britain  continued  unlhaken  by 
the  whole  force  of  petitions  and  remonftrances  that 
were  levelled  againft  it.  The  commqns  pf  Britain 
and  the  miniftry  underftood  pne  another,  fo  that  the 
whole  force  of  national  petitions,  and  reiponftrances 
could  not  procure  a diflolution  of  parliament. 

The  circular  letters  which  had  been  written  by  the 
fecretary  of  ftate  to  the  other  colonies,  were  attend- 
ed with  as  little  fuccefs  as  that  which  was  fent  to  Bor 
fton.  The  aflemblies  of  the  other  colonies  wrote  an- 
fwers  to  that  of  Maffachufetts  Bay,  which  were  re- 
ceived by  the  late  fpeaker,  in  which  they  exprefs  the 
higheft  and  warmeft  approbation  of  their  conduft, 
and  a ftrm  refolution  tp  concur  with  their  meafures. 
Some  of  the  colonies  alfo  addrefled  the  fecratary  of 
(late,  andjuftified  the  meafures  taken  by  the  affem- 
bly  at  Bofton,  and  alfo  animadverted  with  great  free- 
dom upon  feveral  palTages  in  the  requifition  contained; 
in  his  letter.  In  the  mean  time,  feveral  of  them  en-. 
tered  into  resolutions,  not  to  import  or  purchafe  any 
Englifh  goods,  except  what  were  already  ordered  for- 
the  enfuing  fall,  or  fuch  articles  as  they  could  not 
want,  until  the  late  afts  were  repealed. 

On  the  toth  of  June,  1768,  a little  before  the  dif- 
folution of  the  affembly,  a great  tumult  happened  at 
Bofton.  The  board  of  cuftoms  had  made  a.  feizure- 
of  a (loop  belonging  to  one  of  the  principal  merchants, 
of  that  town.  That  flpop  had  been  difcharged  of  a, 
cargo  of  wine,  and  in  part  re-loaded  with  a quantity 
of  oil,  which  is  faid  to,  have  been  done  under  pretence 
of  converting  it  into  a ftore.  Without  any  great  atten- 
tion being  paid  to  the  new  laws,  or  to  the  cuftom- 
houfe  regulations.  Upon  the  feizure  being  made,k 
the  officers  made  a ftgnalto  the  Romney  man  of  war, 
and  her  boats  were  fent  manned  and  armed,  who, 
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cut  away  the  marts  of  the  floop'j  and  conveyed  he*' 
tinder  the  protedion  of  the  man  of  war.  The  people;, 
having  affembled  in  great  multitudes  upon  this  occa- 
iion,  pelted  the  commiffioners  of  the  enftoms  with  ftones, 
broke  one  of  their  fwords,  and  treated  them  in  other* 
refpe£ts  with  great  outrage  ; after  which,  they  attack- 
ed their  houfes,  broke  the  windows,  and  hauled  the 
collector's  boat  to  the  cpminan,  and  bdrnt  it  to  allies. 
The  officers  of  the  cultOms  upon  this  outrage,  took 
(belter  aboard  the  man  of  war,  from  whence  they 
removed  to  cable  William,  where  they  refumed  the 
functions  of  their  office.  This  tranfaftion  occafion- 
ed  feveral  town  meetings,  in  which  a remotlftrance 
was  prefented  to  the  governor,  wherein  they  claimed 
fights  direftly  oppofite  to  the  new  laws  of  .the  Bri- 
tiffi  legiflature,  and  demanded  that  the  governor  would 
iflue  an  order  for  the  departure  of  his  Majefty’s  fliip 
out  of  the  harbour.  1 he  minds  of  the  people  were 
now  greatly  irritated ; they  perceived  that  the  new 
laws  would  be  enforced  by  every  exertion  of  the  king 
and  parliament,  and  as  they  difputed  the  right  of  the 
.Britilh  legiflature  to  itnpofe  fuch  laws  upon  them, 
when  they  had  no  fliare  therein,  they  looked  upon 
themfelves  as  opprefled  by  an  unwarrantable  authori- 
ty. Their  fpirits  were  now  wrought  up  to  a degree 
of  enthuiiafm,  which  led  them  to  thofe  a£ts  of  out- 
rage which  men  are  ready  to  fall  into,  when  they  are 
bereaved  of  what  they  believe  to  be  their  natural 
rights.  There  is  no  quertion  but  the  leaders  in  the 
oppoiition  neglected  no  arts  that  they  thought  tiecef- 
fary  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people,  which  when 
once  they  were  wrought  to  a very  high  pitch,  could 
not  even  be  reftrained  by  the  authority  of  thofe  who 
had  inflamed  them.  In  the  fervour  of  controverfy, 
it  is  difficult  for  men  to  reflrain  their  paffions,  or  to 
v ■ obferve 
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obfer  ve  a proper  decency  in  expreffing  tKeiri.  Tlie  writer 
of  the  hiftorical  part  of  the  Annual  Regijlcr  obferves, 
that  “ their  public  writers,  as  wellas  fpeakers,  werege- 
cc  nerally  very  intemperate,  and  a certain  ftile  and  man- 
“ ner  was  introduced,  which  feemed  peculiar  to  them- 
“ felves,  and  too  ridiculous  for  ferious  compofition.” 
It  is  eafy  for  fuch  as  do  not  immediately  feel  the  pain 
which  others  fuft'er,  to  account  their  behaviour  ridi- 
culous in  the  paroxifm  of  their  didemper ; but  pro- 
vided they  were  in  their  fituation,  their  behaviour 
would  probably  be  as  ridiculous.  There  is  a warmth 
of  zeal  that  appears  in  their  compofitions,  as  will  hap- 
pen in  all  cafes  when  men  are  in  earned,  bht  at  the 
fame  time,  a due  refpeft  to  the  characters  they  are 
addreffing ; andunlefs  men’s  eyes  are  blinded  through 
a felfifli  prejudice,  they  mud  be  obliged  to  confefs; 
that  folar  as  the  pen  has  been  employed  in  this  contro- 
verfy,  the  colonids  have  made  no  contemptible  figure- 
There  is  an  inconfidency  that  has  been  urged  againft 
fome  of  their  publications,  “ that  when  on  oiic  hand, 
“ they  feem  to  forget  their  dependency  as  colonies, 
“ and  aflame  the  tone  of  didinft  and  original  dates ; 
“ on  the  other  hand,  they  claim  all  the  benefits  of  the 
“ Englilh  conditinion*  and  the  highed  rights  of  Eng- 
“ liflimen,  but  forget  that  it  is  their  dependence  which 
“ cart  entitle  them  to  any  fliare  of  thofe  rights  and 
“ benefits.”  In  this  there  does  riot  appear  fo  great 
inconfidency  as  fome  do  imagine.  As  members  of 
the  empire,  and  fubjefts  of  th?  fame  fovereign,  they 
are  mutually  dependent*  as  other  fubje&s  are  upon 
government  and  the  conditution;  but  then  they  cer- 
tainly are  entitled  to  fome  fliare  with  their  brethren 
in  the  legiflature,  otherwife  they  difler  nothing  from 
Haves.  We  fliali  fee  afterwards  what  they  fay  for 
themfelves,  and  what  their  mod  languine  oppofers 
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have  faid  againft  them,  when  the  reader  ftiall  be  left 
. to  judge  for  himfelf  concerning  the  conclufiops  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  drawn. 

A report  that  their  petition  to  the  King  had  not 
been  delivered  by  the  fecretary  of  Hate,  exafperated 
them  greatly.  It  Was  faid  that  the  petition  was  re-- 
fufed  to  be  received  at  London,  becaufe  the  agent  had 
hot  proper  authority,  and  becanfe  the  governor  had 
not  figned  it.  The  difolution  of  their  affembly  had 
encreafed  their  ftifpicions,  and  the  affair  of  the  feizing 
the  floop  had  confirmed  them.  They  were  therefore 
now  in  a very  ill  temper,  and  (hewed  their  indigna- 
tion withotit  much  reftraint.  It  is  no  wonder,  in  fuch 
an  agitation  of  temper,  that  many  outrages  were  conu 
mitted.  When  the  excife  was  at  firfl  put  in  execution 
in  Scotland,  there  were  as  great  tumults  at  GlafgOw 
as  there  were  on  this  occafion  at  Bofton.  When  the 
paflions  of  men  are  overheated,  it  is  not  eafy  to  make 
them  liften  to  cool  reafoning. 

While  matters  wefe  in  this  unhappy  fituation,  two 
fegitnehts  were  ordered  from  Ireland,  and  fome  de- 
tachments from  Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia,  to  fupport 
the  civil  government.  This  threw  the  whole  town 
of  Bofton  into  confternation,  and  raifed  great  commo- 
tions: it  was  confidered  in  the  light  of  an  invafion,- 
and  animadverted  upon  in  the  fevereft  terms.  A 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants  Was  called  to  affemble  at 
Faneuil-hall  to  conlider  what  was  to  be  done  in  that 
extremity,  when  they  chofe  one  of  their  late  popu- 
lar reprefentatives  as  moderator.  They  then  appoint- 
ed a committee  to  wait  on  the  governor,  to  know  what 
reafons  he  had  for  fome  late  intimations  he  had  gi- 
ven, that  fome  regiments  of  his  Majefty’s  forces  were 
expe&ed  in  that  town,  and  to  prefent  a petition,  to  de- 
fire that  he  would  ifl'ue  precepts  to  convene  and  af- 
femble 
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feitible  with  the  greateft  fpeed ; to  both  which  an 
immediate  anfwer  was  required.  The  governor  an- 
fwered,  that  his  information  was  of  a private  nature, 
and  that  he  could  do  nothing  as  to  the  calling  of  ano- 
ther affembly  for  this  year,  until  he  received  his  Ma- 
jelly’s  inllruftions,  under  whofe  confideration  it  now' 
was.  A committee  had  alfo  been  appointed  to  con-* 
Fider  the  prefent  Hate  of  their  affairs,  which  gave  in 
their  report,  a long  declaration  and  recital  of  their 
tights,  and  the  violation  of  them,  which  they  conceiv- 
ed had  been  lately  made  ; and  palled  feveral  fudden 
fefolutions,  particularly  with  refpeft  to  the  legality  of 
tailing  or  keeping  up  a Handing  army  among  them, 
without  their  6onfent.  This  refolution  they  found- 
ed upon  an  aft  Of  the  firfl  of  King  William,  which 
declares  it  to  be  contrary  to  law  to  keep  an  army  in 
the  kingdom  in  the  time  of  peace,  without  the  con- 
fent  of  parliament.  This  report  and  the  refolutions 
Were  unaimoufly  agreed  to  by  the  affembly,  and  a ge- 
neral resolution  paffed,  which  was  alfo  founded  upon 
a claufe  in  the  fame  law,  Which  recommends  the  fre- 
quent holding  of  parliaments.  Upon  this  a conven- 
tion was  called  to  affemble  at  Bolton.  In  purfuance 
of  this  refolutron,  the  fo'ur  members  who  had  repre- 
sented the  town  in  the  late  affembly,  were  now  ap- 
pointed a committee  to  aft  for  it  in  the  convention  ; 
and  the  feleft  men  were  ordered  to  write  to  all  the  o- 
ther  towns  m the  province,  to  propofe  their  appoint- 
ing committees  for  the  fame  purpofe.  Thefe  proceed- 
ings of  the  colonills  were  confidered  as  illegal  and 
unlawful  affemblies,  and  according  to  the  ideas  of  the 
governor,  they  undoubtedly  were  fuch.  It  would 
appear  that  both  Governor  Bernard  and  the  mini-' 
ftry  at  home,  did  not  confider  the  colonills  as  having 
the  fame  ben’elit  of  the  laws  as  the  people  in  the  mo- 
ther 
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ther  country,  though  they  reckoned  them  bound  by 
them  in  their  fulled  extent.  For  if  they  had  confi- 
dcred  the  colonids  as  having  the  privilege  of  other 
fubjefts,  they  would  not  have  quartered  troops  upon 
them  in  the  time  of  peace,  without  an  aft  of  legiflature 
in  which  they  were  reprefented.  But  they  feem  to  have 
had  iri  idea,  a didinftion  between  a Britilli  freeman 
and  a colonid,  which  the  latter  did  not  admit. 

The  colonids  judged,  that  from  the  law  made  in  the 
reign  of  King  William,  they  had  a right  to  their  alTem- 
blies,  which  they  confidered  as  theif  parliaments,  and 
without  their  content,  it  was  illegal  to  keep  up  a {land- 
ing army  among  them:  the  miiiiftry  confidered  them 
as  emigrants  that  had  left  their  country,  but  were 
bound  by  its  laws,  without  enjoying  the  privileges  that 
arofe  from  them,  and  unlefs  they  had  this  idea,  theif 
conduft  will  appear  ridiculous : but  all  the  advocates  for 
the  mother  country’s  fupremacy,  have  founded  their 
arguments  upon  the  didinftion'  between  a free  BritoA 
and  a colonid.  Whether  this  didinftion  is  founded  iA 
nature  and  reafon',  I fliall  leave  to  the  reader  to  deter- 
mine as  he  thiriks  bell. 

There  is  one  piece  6f  duplicity  in  the  tonduft  of 
this  town  meeting,  which  cannot  be  vindicated,  which 
ihews  their  addrefs  more  than  their  honedy,  and  it 
is  this : they  made  a requifition  to  the  inhabitants, 
that  as  th’ere  was  a prevailing  appfehenfion  in  the 
minds  of  many,  of  a war  with  France,  they  fhould  ac- 
cordingly be  provided  with  arms,  ammunition,  dfid  6- 
ther  accoutrements,  fo  as  to  be  prepared  in  tafe  of 
fudden  danger.  After  this,  a day  of  public  prayer 
and  fading  Was  appointed,  and  the  meeting  didblved. 
It  is  manifed  that  a war  with  France,  was  a mere  pre- 
tence, to  carry  forward  a fcheme,  to  have  the  inhabi- 
tants provided  againd  another  evil  than  a French  war. 

Thought 
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5‘hough  the  affembly  at  Bofton  might  have  good  rea- 
fons  for  defiring  the  inhabitants  to  have  arms  in  rea- 
dinefs,  they  ought  not  to  have  affigqed  fajfe  ones  be- 
fore the  appointing  of  a faff:  for  this  was  certainly 
an  act  of  vile  hypocrify,  which  no  good  man  can  ap- 
prove. 

- The  circular  letter  of  the  feled  iqe.n,  was  written 
in  the  fame  ftile,  and  with  the  fame  temper  as  their 
•ads  and  refolution$>which  were  inclofed,  and  on  which 
it  was  founded-  Itt  this  time  of  general  commotion, 
ninety-fix  towns  appointed  committees  to  attend  the 
convention  ; but  the  town  of  Hatfield  refufed  to  com- 
ply wfith  the  meafure,  and  gave  their  reafons  in  a let- 
ter, by  way  of  anfwer,  which  was  written  with  much 
temper,  and  fet  forth  very  plapfible  reafons  for  their 
refufing  to  join  W'ith  the  reft.  It  is  plain  from  this 
anfwer,  that  they  either  had  different  ideas  from  the 
reft  of  their  brethren,  or  were  lukewarm  in  the  caufi? 
of  liberty  *.  When  the  convention  met,  the  firft  thing 
they  did,  was  to  fend  a meffage  to  the  governor, 
wherein  they  difclaim  all  authoritative  or  governmental 
ads : that  they  were  chofen  by  feveral  towns,  and 
came  freely  and  voluntarily,  at  the  earned  defire  of 
the  people,  to  confult  afld  advife  fuch  meafures  as  may 
promotepeace  andgoodorder  in  their  prefent  fituation. 

They 

* We  have  fully  coniidercd  your  execution  for  a corliilerable  time 
propofol  of  a convention  (’and  the  pa  It,  and  proper  (tep6  taken  by  leve- 
realons  yoti  are  pleafed  to  alliitn  for  ral  government*  on  this  continent 
it,  and  hen  hy  take  the  liforty  to  to  obtain  redrefs  of  that  grievance ; 
exprels  our  fentimcnts.  VVc  are  and  humble  petitions  by  them,  or- 
not  fenlible  that  the  (late  of  Arne-  dered  to  be  prefented  to  his  Maje- 
rica  is  fo  alarming,'  or  the  date  of  Hy,  we  truft,  have  already,  or  foon 
this  province  K>  materially  different  will  reach  the  royal  ear,  be  graci- 
fiom  what  they  were  a few  months  oully  received,  and  favourahly  an- 
fince,  as  to  rentier  the  meafure  you  fwered  ; and  the  petition  from  the 
ptopole  either  faint  ary  or  nccelfary.  houfe  of  representatives  of  this  pro- 
'1  he  ait  ot1  parliament,  for  railing  a vince  the  laft  year  among  the  reft: 
rtvenue,  fo  much  complained  of,  if  it  fhould  not,  for  want  of  an  a- 
b;t«  been  in  being  and  carrying  into  gent  from  this  province,  at  the 
• court 


Digitized  by  Google 


".They  then  repeat  the  prefent  grievances,  complain 
that  they  are  grofsly  mifreprefented  in  Qreat  Britain, 
stud  prefs  the  gpvernoy  in  the  moll  earned  manner  to 
call  an  afferably,  as  the  only  means  to  guard  agatnft 
tfaofe  alarming  danger?  that  threatened  the  total  dif- 
truftion  of  the  colony.  The  governor  admonilhed 
them,  as  a friend  to  the  province,  and  a weH-wifher  to. 
tbe  individuals  of  it,  to  break  up  their  aflembly  inftant- 
1v,  and  to  feparate  before  they  di$  any  bufinefs : that 
jie  was  willing  to  believe  that  the  gentlemen  who  if-. 

fued 


court  of  Great  Britain  to  prcfcntit, 
>ve  prefume  jouvery  well  know,  if 
it  be  an  impolitic  and  impi  udent 
otiimiffion,  where  to  lay  the  blame, 
and  we  apprehend  that  nothing 
'that  can  or  will  be  done  b>’  your 
propofed  coiiventlon  can  or  will 
aid  the  petition. 

Ami  here  we  beg  leave  to  fay, 
that  we  judge  tint  it  would  be  much 
for  tht;  intcfeft  of  this  province  to 
lave  an  agent  at  this  critical  day : 
a perfon  that  yvould  have  ferved' 
Jls  faithfully,  we  make  no  doubt, 
might  lave  been  found ; but  the 
jealous  given,  and  the  methods  we 
hear  have  been  taking,  to  prevent 
it,  are  difiatisfadlory,  and  give  us 
touch  uttcafinefs.  We  are  further 
ju  formed,  that  all  matters  of  a pub- 
lic andprivate  nature  lying  before 
the  laft  general  court  were  fully 
confidered  andadled  upon,  and  all 
then  propofed  to  bedonc,  and  finiffi- 
ed  before  the  adjournment,  except 
> the  impeachment  pf  his  Majefty’s 
reprefentative.wbicn  perhaps  might 
not  have  been  agreed  to,  bad  they 
litt  longer,  or  not  been  afterwards 
diffolved.  We  are  Cotry  for  that 
circumftance  that  occafiorted  fo 
early  a diflbhition  of  the  general, 
court;  though  we  muft  own  that; 
the  governor,  by  charter,  is  veiled 
with  that  power;  yd  we  wilh,  if 
lie  had,  judged  it  confident  with 
fcis  duty  to  the  King,  it  had  lyen 


as  ufual;  however,  we  hope,  ano- 
ther will  be  toon  called,  or  at  Ear- 
thed, on  the  laft  Wednefdayin  May 
next, — and  that  in  the  mean  time, 
the  public  affairs  of  the  province 
will  not  greatly  ftifier. 

And  here  we  propofe  to  vour 
confideration,  whether  the  circular 
letter,  which  gave  fuch  u;n brage, 
containing  thefe  exprfjSons,  or  o- 
thers  of  the  like  imptstt,  ‘ that  th^ 
King  »nd  parliament,  by  the  late' 
revenue  aft,  had  infringed  thp. 
rights  of  the  colonies,  impoled  an 
inequitable  tax,  and  things  yetworfe. 
might  be  expefted  from  the  inde- 
pendence and  unlimited  appoint- 
ments of  crown  officers  therein 
mentioned,  was  fo  perfedlly  inno- 
cent, and  entirely  confident 
that  duty  and  loyalty  profeflcd  byr' 
the  houlc  of  reprefentatives  the 
laft  year,  in  their  petition  to  his  Ma- 
jefty;  and  whether  tbe  lad  bpnfe 
mipht  not  have  complied  with  his' 
Majefty’s  requifition,  with  a full 
fcving  of  all.their  rights  and  privi- 
leges, and  thereby  prevented  our 
being  deftituie  of  a general  court  at 
this  day.  We  cannot  comprehend 
what  pretence  there  can  be  of  ty 
propofed  convention,  unlefs  the 
probability  fpr  a confulcrable  num- 
ber of  regular  troops  being  fent  in- 
to this  province,  and  aq  apprehen- 
lion  of  their  being  quartered,  part 
in  vour  town,  and  part  at  the  caftie. 

' ’ —And 
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jfued  the  fummbns  for  this  meeting,  were  not  aware 
bf  the  nature  of  the  high  offence  they  were  commit- 
ting; and  that  thofe  who  had  obeyed  them,  had  not 
fconfidered  the  penalties  they  fhould  incur,  if  they  per- 
fifted  tb  continue  their  feffion.  At  prefent,  ignorance 
bf  law,  fays  he,  may  excufe  what  is  paft  ; a ftep  farther 
will  take  away  that  plea.  That  a meeting  bf  the  de- 
puties of  the  towns,  is  an  affembly  of  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  people  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  ; and 
that  calling  it  a committee  of  fconvention,  will  not  al- 

Y tfef 

—And  here  we  would  obferve,  that  inconfiderate  people,  the  King  hat 
it  was  a matter  of  doubt  and  un-  been  induced  to  think  them  a ue- 
tertainty,  whether  any  were  co-  celTary  check  upon  you,  we  hope 
ming  or  not ; if  other  wife,  for  what  you  will,  by  your  loyalty  and  quiet 
purpofe  the  King  was  fending  behaviour,  foon  convince  his  Ma- 
them,  whether  for  your  defence,  jelly,  and  the  world,  they  are  not 
in  cafe  of  a French  war  (as  you  tell  longer  necefi'ary  for  that  purpofe, 
us  there  is  in  the  minds  of  many  that  thereupon  they  will  be  with- 
it  prevailing  ipprehenfion  of  one  ap-  drawn , and  yolir  town  and  the  pro- 
proaching)  and,  if  we  don’t  mif-  vince  faved  any  farther  trouble  and 
under  (land  your  letter,  induced  expence  from  that  quarter.  We  are 
them  to  paft  the  votes  tranfmittcd  fenfiblc  the  colonies  labour  under 
tout),  or  whether  they  are  defti-  many  difficulties,  and  we  greatly 
ned  for  the  protection  of  the  new-  fear  what  the  confequence  of  the 
acquired  territories,  is  altogether  difputes  with  our  mother  country 
uncertain : that  they  are  to  be  a Will  prove,  however,  we  are  far 
Handing  army  iti  time  of  peace,  you  from  thinking  the  meafures  you 
give  us  no  evidence ; and  if  your  are  purfuing  have  any  tendency  to 
apprehenfions  are  well  grounded,  deliver  the  good  people  of  thiSpro4 
it  is  not  even  fuppofeable  they  are  vince,  but  on  the  contrary,  im- 
intended  as  filch, — and  if  your  towtl  merge  them  in  greater after  ah, 
meant  fincerely,  we  can’t  fee  the  we  mould  hope,  (were  it  not  for 
need  they  bad  Of  interpoling  in  mi-  your  prefent  attempt,  attended 
litary  matters,  in  an  unprecedented  with  a bad  complexion),  we  might 
way,  requeuing  their  inhabitants  foon  have  deliverance  from  our 
to  be  provided  with  arms,  &c.  (a  prefent  troubles,  ahd  thihgs  reftor- 
jnatter  till  now  always  fuppofed  to  ed  as  at  the  firft.  The  govern- 
belong  to  another  department),  ef-  ments  have,  in  our  opinion,  con-  ' 
pecially  as  they  muft  know  fuch  a fulted,  and  are  purfuing,  the  -pro- 
number  of  troops  won  id  be  a much  pereft  methods  to  obtain  redrefs 
better  defence,  in  cafe  of  war,  than  of  their  grievances;  our  duty  is  to 
they  had  heretofore  been  favoured  wait  with  patience  the  event,  un- 
with  Td  fuppofe  what  you  fur-  lefs  we  are,determined  to  take  the 
mizethey  may  beintendedfor,  is  to  alternative.  How  far  paffion  and 
miftruft  the  King’s  paternal  care  difappointment  and  private  refent-  i 
and  goodnefs;  - if,  by  any  fudden  ment  may  influence  any  to  hurry 
rxcurftona  or  ihfurre«ion8  of  fome  their  neighbours  into  fuch  mad 

and 
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ter  the  nature  of  the  thing.  He  added,  that  if  they1 
did  not  regard  his  admonition,  he  mud,  as  governor* 
affert  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown  in  a more  public 
manner  : that  they  may  allure  themfelves,  he  fpoke 
from  inilru&ion,  the  King  was  determined  to  maintain 
his  entire  fovereignty  over  that  province,  and  whom- 
ever Ihould  perfift  in  ul'urping  any  of  the  rights  of  it, 
would  repent  of  his  ralhnefs.  This  anfwer  produced 
another  meflage,  wherein  they  juftified  this  meeting, 
as  being  only  an  alfemblage  of  private  perfons,  and 
defired  explanations  as  to  the  criminality  with  which 
their  proceedings  were  charged.  The  governor  re- 
fufed  to  receive  that  or  any  other  meflage  from  them, 
as  it  would  be  admitting  them  to  be  a legal  aflembly. 
Which  he  would  not  by  any  means  allow.  The  conven- 
tion then  appointed  a committee,  who  drew  up  a re- 
port, in  terms  of  great  moderation,  which  was  ap- 
proved by  the  affembly.  In  this  they  aflign  the  caufes 
of  their  meeting,  arid  difclaim  all  pretence  to  any 
authority  whatfoever,  and  advife  and  recommend  it  to 
the  people,  to  pay  the  greateft  deference  to  govern- 
ment, and  to  wait  with  patience  the  refult  of  his  Ma- 
jelty’s  wifdom  and  clemency  for  a redrefs  of  their 
grievances.  They  at  the  fame  time  declare  for  them- 
felves 

and  defp'erate  mtafures,  we  don’’*  tuateil  to  our  latefl:  pofierity.  Thus 
know,  but  pray  God  prevent.  Suf-  we  have  freely  exprefl'ed  our  fenti- 
fier  us  to  obferve,  that  in  our  opi-  ments,  having  an  equal  right  with 
nion,  the  mealures  the  town  of  others,  though  a Idler  part  of  the 
Bofton  are  pudding,  and  propo-  community,  and  take  this  firft 
fing  to  us  and  the  people  of  this  opportunity  to  prottft  againft  the 
province  to  unite  m,  are  unconftt-  pvopofed  convention, — and  here- 
Utlional,  illegal,  and  wholly  ttnju-  by  declare  our  loyalty  to  his  pre- 
fljfiahle,  and  what  will  give  the  e-  fent  Majefty,  and  fidelity  to  our 
nemiesofourconftitutionthegieat-  country ; and  that  it  is  our  firm 
eft jov,  fubverfive  of  government,  refolmion,  to  the  utmoft  of  our 
deftruitive  of  that  peace  and  good  power,  to  maintain  3nd  defend 
order  which  ia  the  cement  of  focre-  our  rights  in  every  prudent  and 
ty,  and  have  a dirett  tendency  to  rcafonable  way,  as  far  as  is  con- 
rivet  our  chains,  and  deprive  us  of,  fiflent  with  our  duty  to  God  and 
nurrights  and  privileges,  which  we,  the  sing 

the  inhabitants  of  this  town  defire  O&Ver  Paitridge,  Town  Clerk, 
may  be  fccured  to  its,  and  perpe- 
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{elves,  that  they  will, in  their  feveral  ftations,  yield  eve- 
ry poffible  affiliance  to  the  civil  magiftrate,  for  thepre- 
fervation  of  peace  and  order,  and  the  fuppreffion  of 
riots  and  tumults.  After  they  had  prepared  a repre- 
fentation  of  their  conduit,  and  a detail  of  the  late  tranf- 
aftions  to  be  tranfmitted  to  their  agent  at  London, 
they  broke  up.  It  appears  plain  from  the  whole  of 
theie  proceedings,  that  Governor  Bernard  was  at 
more  pains  to  provoke  the  people,  than  to  quiet  their 
difcontents  ; for  had  he  behaved  with  more  mildnefs, 
and  Ihewed  lefs  authority,  he  would  have  had  more 
reverence  paid  him.  His  opinion  concerning  the  le- 
gality of  their  meeting  feems  frivolous  and  unfatisfac- 
rory  ; for  though  the  convention  was  chofen  by  the- 
people,  yet  as  they  attempted  to  perform  no  public 
aft,  but  met  for  advice,  they  could  be  confidered 
in  no  other  light,  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people, 
than  as  their  commiffioners,  tomeet  with  their  friends, 
to  confult  what  was  for  their  common  good.  They 
determined  nothing,  nor  proceeded  to  any  afts  of  au- 
thority, and  could  be  confidered  as  no  more  than  a club 
met  to  advife  with  one  another.  The  governor’s 
threatenings'were  therefore  puerile  and  whimfical, 
rather  Slewing  what  he  was  difpofed  to  do,  than  what 
he  could  lawfully  do.  If  the  one  half  of  the  members 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  to  meet  in  an  afiem- 
bly,  to  advife  with  one  another,  without  proceeding 
to  any  afts  of  power,  they  certainly  could  not  come 
under  any  legal  cenfure.  Till  once  there  be  a ftatute 
againfi:  all  clubs  and  meetings  of  gentlemen,  it  is  im- 
poflibie  that  the  governor’s  opinion  can  be  well  found- 
ed. But  the  truth  of  the  matter  feems  to  have  been, 
the  governor  and  the  affembly  were  at  variance,  and 
they  had  no  confidence  in  one  another.  It  is  highly 
probable,  had  there  been  a popular  governor  in  Maf- 
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fachufetts  Bay,  and  in  fome  other  colonies,  the  ruin- 
ous war  that  has  exhaufted  the  empire  had  been  yet 
to  begin.  When  jealoufies  are  once  ratfed,  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  know  where  they  may  end.  On  September, 
29th,  the  very  day  that  the  convention  broke  up,  the 
fleet  from  Halifax  with  two  regiments,  and  a de- 
tachment of  artillery,  arrived  in  the  harbour.  There 
were  fome  difputes  at  firft  concerning  quartering  the, 
foldiers  ; the  council  refufed  to  quarter  them  in  the 
town,  as  the  barracks  of  Cattle  William  were  fuffi- 
cient  to  receive  them ; this  was  at  latt  got  oyer  by, 
providing  quarters,  which  were  then  to  be  confidercd 
as  barracks,  and  the  council  upon  that,  footing,  allow- 
ed them  barrack  provifion.  Soon  after  General  Gage 
arrived,  as  did  the  two  regiments  from  Ireland.  A 
tolerable  harmony  fubfitted  for  fame  time  between  the 
people  and  the  troops,  and  both  the  town  and  pro- 
vince continued  for  a feafon  very  quiet. 

There  was  at  this  time  two  things  which  greatly  a- 
larmed  the  friends  of  liberty  and  of  the  conftitution  : 
the  reftraining  bill,  which  confined  the  Taft  India 
Company  in  making  dividends  to  a certain  fum ; and. 
a revival  of  the  nullum  tempus  law,  in  the  cafe  of  the 
Duke  of  Portland.  Both  thefe  proceedings  had  fuch 
an  arbitrary  appearance  in  the  view  of  the  people  at 
home,  that  many  concluded  that  the  maxims  of  op- 
preffion,  practifed  in  the  reign  of  the  Stewarts,  were 
going  to  be  revived,  Thefe,  together  with  the  pro- 
ceedings concerning  the  colonies,  created  ajealoufy 
in  the  nation,  that  their  reprefentatives,  who  were 
trufted  with  their  principal  concerns,  were  going  to 
betray  their  interefts  into  the  hands  df  the  miniftry. 
The  zealous  debates  upon  the  Eaft  India  reftraining 
bill  had  warmed  the  parties  in  parliament  to  an  on- 
rifual  degree  ; and  the  controverfy  in  the  nation  con- 
cerning. 
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weening  Mr  Wilkes,  and  his  ele&ion  as  member  fop 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  added  much  to  the  irrita- 
tion of  parties.  The  misfortune  which  happened  in 
St  George’s  Fields  contributed  much  to  inflame  the 
minds  qf  the  people.  The  proceedings  at  law  againft 
the  perfons  who  were  charged  with  the  crime  of  mur- 
der, were  rather  offenfive  than  fatisfa&ory ; and  the 
efcape  of  one  of  the  offenders,  who  was  charged 
with  the  crime,  added  to  the  offence.  It  was  alleged 
phat  he  had  made  his  efcape  by  connivance,  if  not  by 
command  ; and  that  the  acquittal  of  another  had  hap- 
pened, in  copfequence  of  his  efcape,  and  by  a ma- 
nagement very  unfair  and  difingenuous.  The  parties 
at  home  were  on  this  occalion  much  in  the  fame  tem- 
per with  the  Americans  and  Governor  Bernard  ; in- 
fread  of  making  allowances  for  one  another’s  infirmi- 
ties, they  did  all  in  their  power  to  add  to  their  vexa-; 
tion.  The  miniffry,  inltead  of  ft  riving  to  fo.ften  the 
people,  by  kind  or  fmooth  words,  took  every  ftep,  as 
if  by  defign,  to  difoblige  them,  and  heighten  their  re- 
fentment.  One  of  the  fecretaries  of  ftate,  in  a letter 
recommended,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  to  the  magi- 
strates, an  early  ufe  of  military  power,  and  the  fecrcta- 
t;y  at  war  thanked  the  foidiers  for  their  fervice  in  St 
George’s  fields,  and  promifed  them  proteftion.  This 
promife  was  attended  with  pecuniary  rewards  given, 
publicly,  which  greatly  incenfed  the  populace,  and 
raifed  their  indignationlto  a degree  of  fury  and  mad- 
nefs.  This  conduft  of  the  iainilfry  was  confidered  as. 
a wanton  violation  of  the  people’s  liberties,  and  a cruel 
infuit  over  their  diftrefs,  for  the  lofs  of  their  friends, 
who  had  been  killed  by  the  foidiers.  And  indeed  the. 
fecretary  might  have  behaved  more  prudently,  provided 
he  meant  to  conciliate  the  affettions  of  the  people  to 
^he  government.  There  appeared  fomething  of  wanton  - 
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nefs  and  feverity  in  the  ftile  of  thofe  letters,  which 
good  policy  and  a proper  degree  of  prudence,  might 
have  retrained  ; for  though  the  rioters  were  foolifh 
and  outrageous,  they  were  yet  his  Majefty’s  political 
children,  and  when  they  were  killed,  it  made  the  num- 
ber of  his  fubjeCts  lefs,  which,  inftead  of  being  mat- 
ter of  exultation,  was  rather  matter  of  forrow  and 
concern, 

The  tempers  of  the  people,  which  by  proper  lenient 
meafures,  might  have  fubfided,  was  kept  up  by 
many  inflammatory  publications  and  difcourfes,  which 
though  they  contained  feveral  truths,  and  juft  argu- 
ment, were  written  without  temper  or  charity.  E- 
very  part  of  that  late  tranfaCtion  was  reprefented  in 
the  ftrongeft  colours,  and  placed  in  the  mod  dread- 
ful attitudes  ; and  it  was  reprefented  as  if  the  military 
power  that  was  kept  up  for  the  defence  of  the  peo- 
ple, had  been  perverted  to  their  deftruCtion ; and  an 
enraged  foldiery  already  fluftted  in  the  flaughter  of 
their  countrymen, was  to  be  encouraged  by  rewards  to 
further  bloodfhed,  and  to  be  freed  from  every  terror 
of  the  law. 

The  miniftry  did  all  in  their  power  to  ftem  this  po-, 
pular  torrent,  by  painting  in  the  mod  ftriking  colours, 
the  licentioufnefs  of  the  people  ; and  that  contempt 
of  all  government  which  rendered  it  neceflhry  to  ap- 
ply violent  remedies  to  a violent  diftemper.  They 
ftated  the  unhappy  difpofition  of  the  people  to  be 
fuch,  that  juries,  under  the  general  infatuation,  could 
hardly  be  obtained  to  do  juftice  to  foldiers  under  pro- 
secution, unlefs  government  interpofed  in  the  moll  ef- 
fectual manner,  in  the  protection  of  thofe  who  had 
aCted  under  their  command.  They  faid  that  fuch  was 
the  infolenee  of  the  populace,  and  the  danger  of  the 
contagion  becoming  by  degrees  prevalent,  even  a-, 
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ttiong  the  foldiers,  that  it  was  neceflary  to  keep  them 
fteady  to  their  duty,  by  new  and  unnfual  rewards.- 
Thefe  reafons  had  but  little  weight  with  the  public, 
who  were  well  perfuaded  that  thofe  who  made  the 
greated  outcry  againd  licentioufnefs,  had  themfdves 
fet  the  example,  and  were  in  thofe  departments  of 
life  in  which  they  a&ed*  as  licentious  as  rhat  rabble 
which  they  had  painted  in  the  blacked  colours.-  The 
vulgar,  though  they  have  not  fuch  a tafte  for  refine- 
ment in  fpeculations  as  people  bred  about  courts,  yet 
have  as  much  common  fenfe  as  to  underdand,  that 
fuch  as  want  to  redrain  licentioufnefs,  ought  them- 
felves  to  obferve  the  moral  law.  There  is  no  manner 
of  quedion  that  the  arguments  of  the  minidry  were 
very  juft  ; for  in  no  age  have  the  people  been  more 
loofe  and  diffolute  than  the  prefent,  but  thefe  argu- 
ftients,  like  a dilemma,  look  more  ways  than  one  ; they 
turn  upwards  as  well  as  downwards,  and  may  be  appli- 
ed to  perfons  in  high  rank,  as  well  as  to  the  rabble. 
1 he  bed  method  for  the  ruling  powers  to  redrain 
vice,  immorality,  and  licentioufnefs,  is  to  Ihew  a good 
example,  and  promote  the  bed  laws  for  good  educa- 
tion : that  the  rudiments  of  virtue  may  be  early  plant- 
ed in  the  minds  of  men,  and  tutored  to  the  bed  ad- 
vantage. People  in  the  low  walks  of  life  in  general 
lookup  to  thofe  above  them,  by  whofe example  they 
are  very  much  influenced;  and  it  will  be  impoffible 
to  have  the  common  people  virtuous  till  they  be  led 
by  imitation  of  thofe  above  them.  When  men,  whom 
they  know  to  be  as  vicious  as  themfelves,  punifli  and 
correct  them,  they  will  confider  the  exercife  of  that 
power,  to  proceed,  not  from  a regard  to  the  law,  but 
from  defire  of  dominion. 

Whatever  force  might  be  in  the  arguments,  made 
ufe  of  in  defence  of  the  minidry,  one  thing  is  certain, 
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they  grew  more  and  more  unpopular  every  day,  and 
forae  political  incidents  happened  about  this  time^ 
Which  leffened  them  ftill  more  in  the  opinion  of  the 
public.  Among  thefe,  was  the  removal  of  General 
Amherft  from  the  governtfient  of  Virginia.  The  go- 
vernment of  that  province  had  for  half  a century  been 
conlidered  as  a finecure,  and  the  bufinefs  done  by  a 
deputy,  and  was  avowedly  bellowed  Upon  the  gene- 
ral in  that  feufe,  as  a reward  of  his  former  fervices,- 
and  a teftimony  of  approbation  of  his  particular  good 
ConduCt  in  America.  The  removal  of  a perfon  who' 
had  done  fuch  fervices  for  the  public,  became  a fub- 
jeCt  of  general  difcuffion,  and  was  cenfured  with  great 
feverity ; nor  did  the  arguments  that  were  ufed  in 
fupport  of  that  meafure  remove,  but  confirm  the  pre- 
judices of  the  people.  Under  a load-of  popular  odium, 
and  many  juft  cenfures,  the  miniftry  ftill  kept  their 
ftations,  contrary  tor  the  expectation  of  almoft  the 
whole  nation. 

Lord  Chatham,  who  was  regarded  as  the  projector 
and  founder  of  this  miniftry,  being  almoft  continually 
abfent  through  bodily  infirmity,  loft  his  influence  in 
the  cabinet,  which  was  not  perceived  till  his  friend 
Sir  Jeffrey  Amherft  was  removed  front  his  government. 
Then  it  was  perceived  that  the  meafures  of  the  mini- 
ftry were  not  directed  by  his  advice'.  Soon  after  the 
removal  of  the  general.  Lord  Shelburne  refigned  his 
office  of  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  Was  fucceeded  by  Lord 
Weymouth,  for  the  northern  department^  and  about 
the  fame  time  Lord  Chatham  refigned  his  place  as 
keeper  of  the  privy  feal,  and  was  fucceeded  by  the 
Earl  of  Briftol,  to  the  great  furprife  of  the  whole  na- 
tion. The  Earl  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Lord  Cha- 
tham, which  made  this  change  appear  fomewhat  ex- 
traordinary. This  change  happened  in  the  month  of 
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Oftober,  and  the  the  parliament  affembled  Novem- 
ber the  eight. 

When  the  national  fenate  met,  the  nation  was  full 
of  expe&ation  that  measures  would  be  fallen  upon 
to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people,  confident  with  the 
dignity  of  the  crown,  and  the  laws  of  the  land.  The 
fpeech  from  the  throne  foon  difappointed  thele  hopes 
and  expectations  j fnftead  of  any  lenient  meafures  to 
fettle  the  difquieted  minds  of  the  nation,  the  fpeecl* 
contained  fevere  reflections  againft  the  colonifts,  par- 
ticularly the  people  of  Bofton  were  declared  to  be  in 
a ftate  of  difobedience  to  all  law  and  government,  and 
to  have  proceeded  to  meafures  fubverfive  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  attended  with  circumflances  that  mani- 
fefted  a difpofition  to  throw  off  their  dependence  on 
Great  Britain.  The  addrefs  to  the  fovereign  for  this 
fpeech,  plainly  (hewed  What. the  colonies  had  to  ex, 
peft  from  both  the  King  and  parliament.  They  de- 
clared, that  though  they  were  ready  to  redrefs  the 
grievances  of  the  colonies,  and  to  hear  their  com- 
plaints, they  were  nevetthelefs  determined  to  fupport 
the  fupremacy  of  the  Britilh  legiflature  over  every 
part  of  the  Britilh  empire.  In  this  fituation  were  mat, 
ters  when  the  parliament  met. 
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%he  Parliament  affembles—a  Committee  appointed  to  con- 
fider  American  affairs — the  proceedings  thereof-— • va- 
rious debates  in  Parliament  concerning  the  Colonies — 
both  Hou/'es  of  Parliament  bent  upon  humbling  the 
Coloni/ls — the  Duke  cf  Grafton  refigns — Lord  North 
fucceeds  him.  ' ‘ ' ' 


HE  hopes  of  the  nation  were  now  anxipufly  fix- 
ed upon  the  new  parliament,  and  it  was  earneftly  ex- 
pefted  that  fome  healing  meafures  would  be  pprfued 
to  fettle  the  difturbances  in  the  colonies,  and  quiet  the 
minds  of  the  people  at  home,  l^hefe  earned  hopes; 
of  the  nation  were  confiderably  dampedby  the  fpeech, 
from  the  throne,  which  rather  breathed  fentiments  of 
feverity,  than  that  mildnefs  and  clemency,  which  wa^ 
thought  neceffary  to  heal  the  prefent  deitempers. 
The  friends  of  peace  and  humanity  did  not  however 
defpair,  but  that  the  great  council  of  the  nation,  when 
affembled,  would  in  fome  period  of  this  feffion,  fo 
moderate  matters,  that  the  effe&s  of  the  fever e fpeech 
from  the  throne  would  be  mitigated  by  the  wife  coun- 
fels  of  parliament.  From  the  cenfures  pafled  upon 
fome  of  the  colonies  in  the  King’s  fpeech,  it  was  eafy 
to  perceive  what  were  the  intentions  of  the  miniftry, 
and  what  meafures  would  be  purfued,  provided  a ma- 
jority in  parliament  gave  fan&ion  to  their  defigns. 
The  whole  Britifh  empire  was  deeply  interefted  in 

the’ 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  WAR  IN  AMERICA.  Mr 

the  HTue  of  this  bufmefs,  and  waited  with  eager  ex- 
pectation, the  refult  of  parliamentary  determination. 
There  were  at  this  time  two  parties  who  were  equal- 
ly agitated  with  concern  for  the,  iffue  of  this  bufmefs  ; 
and  thefe  were  fuch  as  wanted  to  have  the  fupreme 
authority  of  parliament  exerted  to  its  utmoft  extent; 
who  were  highly  difpleafed  at  the  behaviour  of  the 
Maflachufetts  colony,  and  thought  that  a fevere  check 
ought  to  be  given  to  the  licedtioufnefs  of  that  pro- 
vince. The  others  who  were  equally  anxious  in  this 
affair  were  thofe  who  were  lovers  of  conftitutional 
liberty,  as  well,  naturally  difpofed  to  moderation  and 
lenient  meafures  ; thefe  were  greatly  alarmed,  at  the 
fignatures  of  vigour,  they  perceived  in  the  fpeech,  and 
the  danger  that  would  follow  in  cafe  of  carrying  mat- 
ters to  extremity.  , 

A committee  of  the  whole  houfe  had  been  formed 
early  in  the  feflions,  for  the  purpofe  of  an  enquiry  in- 
to American  affairs.  This  was  a meafure  that  the 
different  parties  in  parliament  were  equally  anxious 
ip  purfuing : but  the  motives  by  which  they  were  in- 
fluenced were  very  different,  and  the  methods  of  pur- 
fuing their  enquiry  very  oppofite  to  each  other.  The 
party  bn  the  fide  of  the  miniffry  confined  their  views 
to  thofe  recent  tranfaitions  which  were  moft  offenfive, 
and  feemed  more  immediately  tocall  for  interpofing  the 
authority  of  parliament ; which  were  judged  by  the 
moft  fanguine,  highly  Worthy  of  a fevere  cenfure,  as  a 
violation  of  all  order  and  government.  On  the  other 
fide,  it  was  propofed  to  enquire  into  the  fources  and 
fprings  of  thofe  diforders,  and  to  take  a retrofpeitive 
view'  of  the  conduit  of  government  towards  the  colo- 
hies,  for  feveral  years  paft,  and  if  poffible,  to  cure  the 
diftemper,  by  removing  the  caufes  thereof.  This 
was  a work  not  fo  eaffty  performed,  when  thofe  who 
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were  judged  the-  original  caafes  of  thofe  evils,  cornu 
nued  to  operate  agaitift  all  inquiries,  by  which  their 
own  conduft  might  have  been  laid  open. 

Before  the  Ghrilhnas  recefs,  an  unfuccefeful  attempt 
had  been  made*  to  have  copies  of  all  the  royal  letters 
patent,  charters,  and  commiffioas,  now  fubfifting,  and 
in  force,  relative  to  any  of  the  American  colonies, 
with  copies  of  all  inftru&ions  which  had  been  given- 
by,  or  in  the  name  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  to  any  of- 
ficer civil  or  military,  laid  before  the  Houfe.  Thefe 
papers,  it  is  fuppofed,  would  not  only  have  led  to  a 
difcuflion  of  the  rights  of  the  colonies,  but  alfo  to  a 
clofe  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  feme  governors,  and 
other  officers  of  the  crown,  as  well  as  into  the  proprie- 
ty of  the  orders  that  had  at  different  times  been  fent 
to  them  from  home.  Nothing  could  be  more  reafon- 
able  than  a requeft  of  this  fort ; it  conld  injure  nope, 
except  fuch  as  deferved  cenfore,  which  could  not  be 
accounted  injury  but  jnftice,  and  it  would  have  been- 
the  moft  effectual  method  to  have  prevented  gover- 
nors at  a great  diftance  from  the  centre  of  power,  a- 
bufing  their  authority,  in  provoking  the  fubjefts  to' 
outrage  by  an  arbitrary  behaviour.  'File  granting  of 
this  requeft  would  alfo  have  removed  all  fufpicions 
concerning  government,  and  would  have  alfo  con- 
firmed the  national  confidence  towards  the  miniftry. 
Adminiftration  had  at  this  time  adopted  other  mea- 
fures  than-  what  were  agreeable  to  the  nation,  and 
were  not  difpofed  to  give  any  fatisfa&ion  concerning 
their  own  condtnft;  they  therefore  oppofed  this  mo- 
tion, and  prevented  its  fuccefs.  They  imagined  that 
the  dignity  of  government  might  fuffer  from  fuch  an 
enquiry,  and  were  difpofed  to  fupport  imaginary  ho- 
nor, at  the  cxpence  of  general  utility.  A vaft  num- 
ber of  other  papers,  were  however  laid  before  the 
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commtttee,  and  feveral  refolutions  formed  thereonj 
together  with  an  addrefs  upon  the  fame  fubjeft,  which 
came  from  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  but  after  long  debate*' 
the  miniftry  carried  their  point  and  the  enquiry  came 
to  nothing.  In  this,  as  in  feveral  other  things  this 
new  parliament  difappomted  the  hopes  of  the  na- 
tion. 

Upon  January  the  25^  1765,  while  thefe  debates 
were  going  on,  a petition,  in  the  name  of  the  majori- 
ty of  the  council  erf  Mafiaehufetts  bay,  figned  by  Mr 
Danforth,  as  prefident  of  the  council,  was  prefented 
to  the  Commons.  It  appeared  that  this  petition  want- 
ed fome  formalities,  neceflary  for  procuring  it  admif- 
fion  into  the  Houfe.  It  was  faid  that  it  had  not  paf- 
fed  in  a legal  affembly  of  the  council,  and  of  confe- 
quence,  no  perfon  could  be  authorifed  to  fign  it  aa 
prefident.  It  was  rejefted  under  that  title,  and  or- 
dered to  be  brought  in  only  as  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Danforth,  in  behalf  of  the  feveral  individuals,  mem- 
bers of  the  council,  at  whofe  requeft  it  had  been  fign- 
ed. It  was  evident  from  this  proceeding  of  the  Com- 
mons, that  the  majority  were  difpofed  to  come  to  no 
terms  with  the  colonifts,  and  that  government  intend- 
ed to  make  them  fubmit  to  the  abfolute  authority  of 
the  mother  country.  This  petition  was  fo  far  from 
being  written  in  an  offenfive  ftile,  that  no  petition 
could  have  been  exprefled  in  milder  terms,  nor  writ- 
ten with  more  moderation.  It  prayed  for  a repeal  of 
tire  late  revenue  afts,  and  enlarged  upon  the  chartered 
immunities,  and  privileges  of  the  colonies.  The  ge- 
neral rights  of  the  colonifts,  as  Englifh  ftrbje<fts,  were1 
fet  forth,  without  mentioning  the  fuprcmacy  of  the 
Britilh  legiflature,  or  calling  it  in  queftion,  although 
rhis  was  alfo  touched  in  a gentle  manner,  by  afl’erting 
that  their  rights  had  been  violated,  and  requefting 
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tint  in  time  coming  they  might  be  Secured.  The  in- 
ability of  the  colony  to  addrefs  the  Houfe  in  their  le- 
gislative capacity,  was  regreted,  and  a particular  de- 
tail of  the  difficulties,  hardffiips,  and  dangers  which 
their  ahceftors  endured  ; who,  for  preferying  their  ci- 
vil and  religious  liberties,  had  made  fettlements  in  a 
wildernefs,  where  they  were  expofed  to  the  rage  of 
the  moft  crnel  and  Savage  enemies  ; where,  irpm  the 
nature  of  the  climate,  and  the  infertility  of  the  foil, 
no  advantage  to  their  temporal  rnterefts  was  even  to 
be  hoped  for  ; and  the  utmoft  that  could  be  expelled, 
was  only  a Scanty  fubfiftence,  in  confequence  of  the 
mod  unremitted  labour.  From  thefe  premises,  it 
was  inferred  that  they  not  only  dearly  purchafed  their 
fettlements,  but  acquired  an  additional  title,  befides 
their  common  claim,  as  men  and  as  Britjffi  fubje&s, 
to  the  immunities  and  privileges  which  they  aliened 
had  been  granted  to  them  by  charter.  Many  argu- 
ments were  ufed  by  their  friends  in  behalf  of  the  pe- 
tition. Their  ready  and  willing  fervicps  at  their  own 
expence  in  our  wars  ; the  old  colonies  having  been  all 
eftablilhed  without  any  expence  to  the  mother  coupv 
try  ; the  great  advantages  Ihe  derives  from  them ; the 
ftiarc  they  virtually  bear  in  our  tatfes,  by  the  Consump- 
tion of  our  manufaftures-;  their  inability  to  pay  the 
duties,  and  the  bad  confequences  refuhing  from  the 
late  laws,  not  only  to  them,  but  to  the  mother  coun- 
try, were  brought  as  arguments  to  Solicit  the  repeal,* 
and  to  fhew  the  title  they  had,  not  only  to  a Security 
of  their  righs,  but  even  to  favour. 

Administration  finding  that  they  had  a majority  in 
parliament,  was  now  determined  effe&ually  to  humble 
the  refraftory  Colonies.  The  houfe  of  Lords,  upon 
the  8th  of  February,  pafifed  fome  refolutions,  and  an 
addrefs  to  his  Majelly,  which  were  fent  down  to  the 
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Commons,  and  approved,  and  fo  became  the  aft  of 
both  Houfes,  wherein  the  late  afts  of  the  Houfe  of 
reprefentatives  of  Maflachufetts  bay,  which  called  in 
queftion  the  authority  of  the  fupreme  legiflature,  to 
jliake  laws  to  bind  the  colonies  in  all  cafes  whatever, 
were  refcinded,  and  declared  illegal,  unconditional, 
and  derogatory  of  the  rights  of  the  crown  and  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain.  The  circular  letters  written 
by  the  fame  aflembly  to  the  qther  colonies,  requiring 
them  to  join  in  petitions,  and  dating  the  late  laws  as 
infringments  of  the  rights  of  the  people  in  the  colonies, 
were  declared  to  be  proceedings  of  a mod  unwarrant- 
able and  dangerous  nature,  circulated  to  inflame  the 
minds  of  the  people  in  the  colonies,  and  tending  to  create 
unlawful  combinatians,  repugnant  tp  the  laws  of  Great 
Britain,  and  fubverfivq  of  the  conflitution.  The  town 
of  Bodon  was  declared  in  a date  of  great  diforder  and 
confufion,  didurbed  by  riots  and  tumults  of  a dan- 
gerous nature,  in  which  the  officers  of  the  revenue 
had  been  obdrufted  by  violence  in  the  execution  of 
the  laws,  and  their  lives  endangered : that  neither 
the  council  of  the  province  nor  the  civil  magiflrates 
had  exerted  their  authority  in  fuppreffing  the  faid 
riots  and  tumults : that  in  thefe  circumdances  of  the 
province  of  Madacliufetts  bay,  and  of  the  town  of 
Bodon,  the  prefervation  of  the  public  peace,  and  the 
due  execution  ofthe  laws,  became  imprafticable,  with- 
out the  aid  of  a military  force,  to  fupport  and  proteft 
the  civil  magidrate,  and  the  officers  of  his  Majedy’s 
revenue.  That  the  refolutions,  and  proceedings  in 
the  town  meetings  at  Bodon,  on  the  14th  of  June, 
and  the  12th  of  September,  1769,  were  illegal  and 
unconflitutional,  and  calculated  to  excite  fedition  and 
tnfurreftion  : that  the  appointment  of  the  town  meet- 
ing upon  the  1 2th  cf  September,  of  a convention  to  be 
‘ ' held 
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held  in  the  town  of  Boflon,  on  the  22dof  that  month, 
to  confifl  of  deputies  from  the  feveral  towns  and  dif-> 
trials  in  the  province,  apd  the  writing  of  a letter  by 
thefeje£t  men  in  each  of  the  faid  towns,  and  diflin&s, 
for  the  eleftion  of  fuch  deputies  were  proceedings 
fubveriive  of  government,  and  evidently  manifefling 
a defign  in  the  inhabitants  qf  Boflon,  to  fet  up  a new 
unconflitutional  authority  independent  of  the  crown. 
Thefe  refolutions  were  founded  upon  an  interpreta- 
tion of  the  meaning  of  the  proceedings  at  Boflon, 
which  the  people  of  that  province  denied  that  they 
ever  intended;  they  declared  the  defign  of  their  meet- 
ing was  to  advife  \vith  one  another  in  petitioning  the 
King  and  parliament  for  the  redrefs  of  grievances, 
but  to  perform  no  governmental  a£ts : and  they  alfo. 
promifed  to  afiift  the  civil  magiflrate  in  the  execution 
of  the  laws,  as  far  as  it  was  in  their  power.  The  re- 
folutions of  the  two  fioufes  at  this  time  appear  to, 
have  been  formed  upon  the  information  of  Governor 
Bernard,  between  whom  and  the  province  there  was 
no  good  underltanding,  and  who  by  this  time  had 
wrought  each  other  to  a degree  of  uncommon  oppo- 
fition  and  enmity.  Thofe  who  have  no  other  obje£l 
in  view  except  truth,  will  eafily  perceive,  that  the  am- 
bition nnd  pride  of  the  governor  had  as  great  an  in* 
fluence  in  thofe  diforders,  as  the  licentioufnefs  of  the 
people.  According 'to  the  hiflory  of  the  people  of 
that  colony,  given  by  many  that  now  accufe  them  of 
hcentioufnefs,  they  are,  when  compared  with  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country,  remarkably  fober  ; they  obferved 
divine  ordinances,  and  kept  the  Sabbath  day  with  a 
flriftnefs,  not’ to  be  found  in  Old  England.  And  it 
has  alfo  been  obferved  by  their  enemies,  that  unlefs. 
among  thofe  who  come  from  Britain  to  perform  re- 
revenue duty,  and  are  fervants  of  the  crown,  the  vices 
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that  are  common  at  home  in  England,  are  feldom  to 
be  Seen  in  that  colony. — And  indeed  it  feldom  hap- 
pens, that  a licentious  and  diffipated  people  will  run 
any  hazards-  for  their  rights  and  liberties : but  in  a 
coritroverfy  there  is  always  fcmething  to  be  Said  on 
both  fides. 

The  addrefs  that  follows  the  above  refolutions, 
breathed  the  fame  fpirit,and  run  much  in  the  fame  (tile. 
It  expreifed  the  greateft  Satisfaction  with  the  meafures 
that  had  been  purfued,  to  Support  the  conftitution, 
and  to  induce,  in  the  colony  of  Maffachnfetts  bay,  a 
due  obedience  to  the  authority  of  the  mother  coun- 
try. A promife  and  refolution  was  alfo  made  to  con- 
cur effectually  in  fuch  farther  meafures  as  might  be 
judged  neceffary  to  maintain  the  civil  magiftrates  in  a 
proper  execution  of  the  laws  ; and  it  was  given  as  a 
matter  of  opinion,  that  nothing  would  fo  effectually 
preferve  royal  authority  in  that  province,  as  to  bring 
the  authors  of  the  late  unfortunate  diforders  to  ex- 
amolary  punifhment.  Upon  this  perfuafion,  it  was 
earneftly  requefted,  that  Governor  Bernard  would 
tranfmit  the  fuileft  information  he  could  obtain  of  all 
treaions,  or  mifprifion  of  treafon  committed  within  his 
government.  Since  the  30th  of  December  1767,  toge- 
ther with  the  names  of  the  perfons  who  were  moft 
affive  in  the  committing  of  fuch  offences : that  his 
IViajefty  might  iffue  a fpecial  proclamation  for  enqui- 
ring into,  hearing  and  determining  upon  the  guiit  of 
the  offenders  within  this  realm,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  a ftatute  made  in  the  30th  year  of  Henry 
the  eight,  in  cafe  his  Majefty,  upon  Governor  Ber- 
nard’s report  fhould  fee  Sufficient  ground  for  fuch  a 
proceeding.  This  was  an  opinion  very  unfavourable 
to  the  colonies  ; it  expofed  them  to  two  evils  of  the 
fnoft  Severe  kind  ; their  character  was  to  be  taken 
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from  the  report  of  one  man,  who  was  their  enemy, 
and  they  were  to  be  tried  in  aftrange  country,  where 
they  might  have  neither  friends  nor  connexions,  and 
where  they  could  not  have  the  benefit  of  exculpatory 
evidence,  unlefs  at  an  cxpence,  that  very  few  people 
can  afford,  without  reducing  themfelves  to  mifery  and 
diflrefs. 

Though  thefe  refolutions  and  the  addrefs  were  car- 
ried by  a powerful  majority,  they  were  oppofed  with 
great  firmnefs,  and  force  of  argument,  by  the  friends  of 
the  colonifts,  and  there  had  been  few  fubjeXs  for  many 
years  more  ably  difcuffed,  than  this  was  through  the 
whole  of  the  debate.  Both  the  right  and  propriety 
of  taxing  the  colonifts,  were  warmly  difputed,  and 
the  arguments  made  ufe  of,  were  much  the  fame  with 
thofe  that  have  been  already  mentioned  in  the  cafe  of 
repealing  the  ftamp  aX,  which,  on  this  occafion,  fliall 
not  be  repeated.  Many  new  refleXions  were  made 
on  this  occafion,  which  may  be  of  fome  fervice  to 
confider.  It  was  obferved  that  the  new  revenue  laws 
did  not  anfwer  the  end  propofed,  but  tended  to  irri- 
tate the  colonifts,  without  being, of  any  real  fervice  to 
government ; that  as  the  aX  for  fecuring  the  obedi-r 
ence  of  the  colonics,  anfwered  all  the  purpofes  they 
could  propofe  by  any  new  meafure,  it  was  abfurd  to 
multiply  ftatutes,  without  fufficientcaufe  andreafons  for 
fo  doing  : that  by  the  meafures  they  were  purfuing, 
they  Would  lay  a tax  upon  the  mother  country : that 
the  laying  of  duties  upon  Britifti  commodities  and 
manufaXures  landed  in  the  colonies,  was  in  effeX 
granting  premiums,  to  excite  the  Americans  to  indu- 
flry,  and  to  put  them  upon  raifing  the  one,  and  rival- 
ling Britain  in  the  other.  What  appeared  remark- 
able on  this  occafion,  the  Rockingham  and  Grenville 
parties,  who  were  fuppofed  to  be  irreconcileable,  upr 
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bn  this  fubjeft,  entirely  united  and  joined  their  inte- 
Irefts,  and  made  ufe  of  the  fame  arguments.  A reflec- 
tion was  made  by  the  opposition,  which,  though  it 
was  very  fevere,  was  at  the  fame  time  very  juft ; name- 
ly, that  it  was  now  become  the  fafhion  with  thofe 
Who  had  been  the  original  caufe  of  all  the  difturban- 
ces  in  America,  to  reprcfent  the  people  in  that  coun- 
try as  in  a ftate  of  rebellion,  and  by  that  ftratagem  to 
make  the  caufe  of  adminiftration  the  national  caufe, 
and  to  perfuade  us  that  the  people  aggrieved  by  a fe- 
ries  of  blunders  and  mifraanagement,  and  embolden- 
ed by  the  weaknefs  and  inconfiftency  of  government, 
had  committed  fome  rafh  actions,  that  they  wanted 
alfo  to  throw  off  the  authority  of  the  mother  coun- 
try. This  was  a moft  fevere,  but  a true  reflection ; 
for  from  all  accounts  of  the  proceedings  of  the  colo- 
nifts,  it  appears  manifeft  that  mild  treatment,  and  a 
little  foft  management  would  have  fettled  all  the  dif- 
turbances  that  have  happened.  It  was  urged  that  a 
number  of  duties  had  been  laid  upon  the  colonies, 

• .which  derived  their  confequence  only  from  their  odi- 
oufnefs,  and  the  mifchiefs  they  produced,  and  an  ar* 
my  of  cuftom-houfe  officers  were  fent,  as  much  to  crew 
ate  as  to  raife  new  taxes,  as  they  could  fcarcely  an- 
swer any  other  end,  and  were  themfelves  as  odious  as 
the  taxes  they  were  fent  to  colled  on  account  of  their 
novelty,  and  fome  other  circumftances  that  attended 
them.  Another  reflection  which  bore  hard  upon  the 
majority,  was  that  fome  of  them  who  had  an  hand  in 
impofing  thefe  new  duties,  and  were  become  the  zeal- 
ous fupporters  of  the  prefent  meafures,  were  at  the 
head  of  that  opinion  which  denied  totally  the  right  of 
the  legiflature  to  rax  America : that  their  names  had 
been  held  up  in  the  colonies  as  objects  of  the  higheft 
veneration,  and  their  arguments  were  made  the  foun- 
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dation,  of  what  ever  was  underftood  to  be  conflitff- 
tional  Writing  or  fpeaking  ; was  it  then  to  be  a mat- 
ter. of  wonder,  that  the  Americans,  with  fuch  authori- 
ties, to  fuppon  their  opinions,  which  were  in  the  high- 
cft  degree  flattering  to  their  importance,  fhould,  in  the 
warmth  of  their  imagination,  and  the  heat  of  their  paf- 
fions,  commit  extravagances,  upon  obferving  an  imme- 
diate violation  of  what  they  had  been  taught  to  con- 
sider as  their  mod  undoubted  and  unalienable  rights  ? 
Or  was  there  any  reafon  to  be  furprifed,  that  fuch 
ftrange  and  unaccountable  contradictions,  between 
language  and  behaviour,  fhould  produce  the  unhappy' 
eonfequences  which  had  now  happened.  This  was  - 
argumentum  ad  hominem , and  could  not  be  anfwer- 
ed  by  thofe  to  whom  it  was  applied,  without  lhame 
and  repentance. 

That  part  of  the  addrefs  which  related  to  the 
ftatuce  of  Henry  the  eight  was  more  warmly 
difputed,  and  fuch  arguments  were  ufed  as  the 
friends  of  adminiftration  could  not  oppofe  with 
arguments  of  equal  force.  To  bring  delinquents-  • 
.from  the  province  of  Mafiachufetts  bay,  to  be  tri- 
ed at  a tribunal  in  England,  for  crimes  fuppofed 
to  be  committed  in  that  country,  was  confidered  in  the 
firfl  inflance,  contraryto  the  fpirit  of  the  Englifhcon- 
ftitution.  It  was  faid  that  a man  charged  with  a crime 
is,  by  the  laws  of  England,  ufually  tried  in  the  coun- 
ty where  the. offence  is  committed,  that  the  circum- 
fiances  of  the  crime  may  more  clearly  be  confidered 
and  examined  ; and  that  the  knowledge  winch  the' 
jury  thereby  receive  of  his-general  character,  and  of 
the  credibility  of  the  witneffes  might  aflifl  them  in- 
pronouncing,  with  a greater  degree  of  certainty,  up- 
on his  innocence  or  guilt.  That  as  the  conftitution 
from  a conviction  of  its  utility,  had  fecured  that  form  . 
of  trial  to  every  fubject  in  England,  with  a colour  of 
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jttftice,  can  he  be  deprived  of  it,  by  going  to  Ameri- 
rica  ? Is  a man’s  life  fortune  and  happinefs,  or  his 
character  oflefsefteem  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  there,  than 
in  this  country  ? or  are  we  to  mete  out  different  por- 
tions of  juftice  to  Britifti  fubjeCts  which  are  to  Ieffen 
in  degree;,  in  proportion  to  their  diftance  from  the  ca- 
pital ? It  was  alledged,  that  if  an  American  has  tranf- 
greffed  the  laws  by  committing  a crime  there,  he 
ought  to  be  tried  there  for  the  offence  ; but  cannot 
juftly  be  torn  above  3000  jniles  from  his  family  and 
his  friends,  his  bufinefs  and  connexions  ; from 
every  comfort  and  countenance,  neceffary  to  fup- 
port  a man  under  fuch  trying  and  unhappy  cir- 
cumftances  to  be  tried  by  a jury  that  are  not  his  peers, 
who  are  probably  prejudiced  againfl  him,  and  'may 
think  themfelves  fome  way  interefted  in  finding  him 
guilty.  ' * 

It  was  further  urged,  that  it  would  be  difficult,  if 
not  rmpoffible,  for  the  aCctifed  perfon  to  bring  over 
the  neceflkry  evidence  for  his  vindication,  though  he 
Was  entirely  innocent  : that  it  would  require  a man 
to  be  rich,  afld  to  have  great  fubflance  to  bring  all 
the  witaeffes  that  might  be  neceffary  from  Bolton  t-o 
London,  and  that  after  all,  fome  might  be  overlooked 
that  might  be  of  great  fervice,  which  could  not  be 
brought  till  the  trial  was  over.  That  on  the  other 
fide  the  witneffes  againfl:  him,  fupported  by  the  coun- 
tenance and  protection  of  government,  maintained  at 
the  national  expence,  and  fure  of  a compenfation  for 
their  lofs  of  time,  and  perhaps  having  the  hope  of 
future  reward  and  provifion,  would  not  only  be  cafily 
collected,  but  that  it  was  to  be  feared  too  many  would 
think  it  good  employment  and  become  eager  candi- 
dates for  the  fervice.  That  in  this  fituation  the  cafe 
of  the  accufed  would  be  very  hard ; charged  with  a 
crime  againfl  the  authority  of  the  mother  country, 
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the  judges  who  are  to  determine  liis  fate,  are  the  pCfr* 
pie  againft  whom  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  tranfgreffed* 
thofe  who  have  conltrufted  the  aft  with  which  he  is 
charged  into  a Crime,  whofe  paffions  might  be  heated 
and  who  are  at  the  fame  time  parties,  acctifers,  and 
judges.  The  aft  upon  which  this  trial  was  to  proceed* 
it  was  affirmed  was  framed  in  an  arbitrary  and  tyran- 
nical reign,  and  had  juftly  lain  buried  in  oblivion,  till 
now  brought  forth  to  anfwer  a temporary  and  an  ar- 
bitrary purpofe.  Many  of  thefe  arguments  were 
never  anfwered,  nor  was  any  reply  made,  except  by 
a vote,  which  is  the  mod  powerful  anfwer.  The  mi- 
, niftry  were  on  this  occafion  unufually  languid  in  the 
fupport  of  their  refolutions,  and  the  addrefs  which 
they  had  made  for  reviving  the  ftatute  of  Henry  the 
VIII.  for  when  they  were  alked  which  of  them  would 
own  himfelf  the  advifer  of  that  meafure,  they  all  de- 
clined to  adopt  it*  It  would  appear  that  either  their 
confciences  condemned  them,  or  that  they  felt  the 
force  of  their  opponent’s  arguments  too  powerful  to 
be  refilled.  The  arguments  that  wrere  ufed  in  behalf 
of  the  meafures  that  were  now  purfuing  are  but  fhort, 
and  have  but  little  force  in  them,  but  the  reader  in 
juftice  Hull  have  them  as  they  are. 

It  was  affirmed,  that  the  repeal  of  the  ftarnp  aft  had 
not  produced  the  effefts  that  might  have  been  expec- 
ted ; that  the  colonills  inftead  of  gratitude  for  the 
tendernefs  Ihewn  to  their  fuppofed  diftreffes,  had  ob- 
ftinately  purfued  the  fame  courfe  as  before,  and 
Ihewed  the  fame  difrefpeft  to  government  \ that  fuch 
was  their  licentious  oppofition  to  all  meafures  of  the 
legiflature,  that  it  became  highly  necefTary  to  eltablifh 
fame  mark  of  their  dependence  upon  the  mother 
country.  That  the  late  duties  l'o  much  complained  of, 
on  account  of  the  fmallnefs  of  their  produce,  were 
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ehofen  to  anfwer  the  abovementioned  purpofe,  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  were  the  leaft  oppreflive  that  could 
be  devifed,  and  that  the  whole  produce  was  to  fupport 
their  own  civil  eftablilhments.  That  the  inhabitants 
of  the  province  of  Maffachufet’s  Bay  were  people  of 
republican  principles,  and  licentious  in  their  difpofi- 
tions,  and  being  ftirred  up  by  fa&ious  and  defigning 
men,  had  broken  out  into  daring  a&s  of  outrage,  and 
infolence,  which  fufficiently  (hewed  the  original  ne- 
ceflity  of  making  them  fenfible  of  their  dependence  on 
the  Britilh  legiflature  ; that  by  their  words  and  wri- 
tings they  feemed  rather  to  confider  themfelves  as 
members  ofan  independent  ftate  than  as  a colony  and 
province  belonging  to  this  country.  That  from  the 
ill  formed  fyftem  upon  which  the  government  of  that 
colony  had  been  originally  eftabliihed  ; the  council 
was  appointed  by  the  affembly,  and  the  grand  juries 
are  elefted  by  the  townftiips ; fo  that  chefe  fafrious 
men  having  got  a lead  in  the  affembly,  and  being 
themfelves  leaders  of  the  popular  phrenzy,  guided 
and  directed  the  whole  civil  government  as  they  plea- 
fed  ; fo  that  all  juftice  and  order  was  at  an  end,  where- 
ever  their  interefts  or  paffions  were  concerned.  That 
in  thefe  circumftances  the  populace  freed  from  all 
legal  reftraints  by  thefe  circumftances,  thofe  that 
fliould  haye  been  the  confervators  pf  the  public  peace, 
fet  themfelves  the  firft  examples  of  all  kinds  of  difor- 
dcrs,  and  proceeded  at  length  to  the  commilBon  of 
fuch  afrs,  as  if  not  now  deemed  downright  rebellion. 
Would  in  other  times  have  been  judged  and  punilhed 
as  fuch;  and  which  in  any  conftrufrion  of  the  terra 
£ould  be  confidered  but  very  little  fhort  of  it. 
That  it  was  now  high  time  for  government  to  inter- 
fere, and  effeftually  to  curb  diforders,  which  if  fuf- 
jiercd  to  proceed  farther  could  i\o  longer  be  confide- 
red 
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red  by  that  name.  That  the  example  fet  by  the  town 
of  Bofton,  and  the  ralh  and  daring  meafure  adopted 
by  their  aflembly  of  fending  circular  letters  to  the 
other  colonies,  had  already  produced  a great  eflfeft  ; 
and  if  not  checked  was  likely  to  fet  the  whole  conti- 
nent in  a flame,  and  for  that  reafon  fome  Ihips  of  war 
and  troops  had  been  fent  to  Bofton,  who  without 
bloodflied  or  coming  to  any  violent  meafures,  had  re- 
ftored  order  and  quiet.  That  nothing  but  the  moft 
vigorous  meafures  could  bring  the  cojonifts  to  a pro- 
per fenfe  of  their  duty,  and  of  their  dependence  upon 
^he  fupreme  legiflature.  That  the  fpirit  which  prevail- 
ed at  Bofton  was  fo  totally  fubverfive  of  all  order  and 
civil  government,  and  the  conduft  of  the  magiftrates 
had  left  fo  little  room  for  hope  of  their  properly  ful- 
filling their  duty  during  the  continuance  of  the  pre- 
fent  ferment,  that  it  became  abfolutely  neceflary  to 
revive  and  put  in  execution  the  law  of  Henry  the  VIII. 
by  which  the  king  is  empowered  to  appoint  a com- 
miflion  in  England  for  the  trial  there,  of  any  of  his 
fubje&s  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  That  unlefs  that 
meafure  was  adopted,  the  moft  flagrant  afts  of  trea- 
fon  and  rebellion  might  be  committed  openly  in  the 
provinces  with  impunity,  as  the  civil  power  was  nei- 
ther difpofed,  nor  could  take  cognizance  of  them. 
That  the  perfons  who  were  guilty  of  thofe  crimes, 
and  who  had  already  caufed  fo  much  trouble  and  con- 
fufion,  were  noobjeftsof  compaflion,  for  any  parti- 
cular circumftances  of  expence  or  trouble  that  might 
attend  this  mode  of  bringing  them  tojuftice,  which 
was  only  to  be  coniidered  as  a fmall  part  ofthepuuifli- 
ment  due  to  their  crimes : that  it  was  ungenerous  to 
fuppofe  that  government  would  make  an  improper  ufe 
of  this  law  by  harrafling  of  innocent  perfons;  and 
that  there  was-  no  reafon  to  queftion  the  integrity  of 
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■our  juries.— And  they  obferved  that  it  was  unlikefe 
that  the  ait  would  ever  be  put  in  execution,  as  £fiey 
were  in  hopes  that  fuch  a feafenable  {hew  of  ^ much" 
vigour  and  lenity  would  operate  to  brm^he  colonies 
to  a fenfe  of  their  duty,  aud  make  ^em  give  over 
their  feditious  praftices.  Thefe  are  the  arguments 
upon  the  other  fide,  which  r^  they  have  little  force  in 
themfelves,  have  hitherto,  in  the  execution  produced 
pone  of  thofe  effects  which  the  authors  promifed. 

Adminiltrr’.cion  feem  to  have  expeffed  more  confi- 
dence from  the  public,  than  their  conduit  for  feme 
} ears  part  entitled  them  to,  when  they  fay  it  was  un- 
generous to  fuppofe  that  they  would  make  an  impro- 
per ufe  of  their  power  in  harraffing  innocent  perfens, 
for  their  part  conduit  gave  all  the  reafen  in  the  world 
to  fuppofe  that  mercy  and  clemency  were  none  of 
their  charaiteriftic  virtues.  And  as  they  had  refufed 
to  admit  an  enquiry  into  the  original  caufes  of  the 
diforders  in  the  colonies,  there  was  good  reafen  to 
conclude  that  impartiality  would  not  be  obferved  in 
profecuting  thofe  who  were  the  objeits  of  their  refent- 
ment.  1 he  colonifls  had  for  feme  time  been  in  a ftate 
of  diforder,  and  many  irregularities  had  been  commit- 
ted but  there  was  a jealoufy  and  fufpicion  that  feme 
mifmanagement  in  government  had  been  the  caufe 
thereof;  it  was  therefore  unreafonable  to  feek  to 
punifli  the  petty  delinquents,  without  taking  notice 
or  thofe  who  had  been  the  caufe  of  all  thefe  evils. 

1 he  conflitution  of  the  government  of  the  Maffachu 
fetts  colony,  in  granting  that  privilege  to  the  townl 
hips,  the  privilege  of  ele&ing  juries,  and  to  the  affem- 
bly,  the  liberty  of  appointing  the  council,  had  never 
produced  any  ill  confequences,  till  ambitious  g0Ver 
pors  wanted  to  dilate  to  both  councils  andaffcm. 
bhes ; and  then  they  found  that  the  conflitution  of  the 
colony  was  a check  upon  their  power,  and  rcflrain 
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ed  it  within  a certain  limit.  Thofe  who  formerly  had 
no'  Qther  objeft  in  view  than  to  rule  for  the  good  of 
the  co.Tupmmy,  never  confidered  this  part  of  the  coni 
ftitution  01* the  colony  as  any  hardfhip : they  fupport- 
ed  their  own  Jegal  dignity,  and  never  wanted  to  en- 
croach upon  the  privileges  of  the  people.  But  fome 
late  governors  alfumed  power  which  their  office  did 
not  give  them,  and  when  theprould  not  rule  the  colony 
according  to  their  arbitrary  pleafu'f,  becaufe  the  go- 
vernment of  the  province  did  not  allow  fUem  fo  to  do, 
they  began  to  complain  both  of  the  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  conduct  of  the  people,  who  did  nd  .more 
than  it  allowed  them.  It  would  have  been  no  more 
than  fair,  to  have  made  an  enquiry  into  the  conduct 
of  government,  that  it  might  have  appeared,  whether 
the  difturbances  had  arifen  from  maladminiftration  in 
the  officers  of  the  crown,  or  from  the  licentioufneft 
and  reftleflhefs  of  the  people.  Had  it  appeared  that 
the  miniftry  and  governors  had  done  their  duty,  it 
wrould  have  united  all  ranks  in  this  kingdom  againft 
the  colonifts,  and  added  a ftrength  to  adminiftration 
which  would  have  enabled  them  to  have  purfued  their 
meafures  with  more  eafe  and  fatisfaftion.  But  when 
they  refufed  to  fubmit  to  an  enquiry,  it  confirmed  the 
fufpicions  ol  the  public,  that  there  were  fomething 
done  that  could  not  bear  a trial.  The  allulion  to  the 
times  of  the  Stewarts,  in  the  reafoning  of  the  majori- 
ty, and  their  kcenefs  for  the  revival  of  the  flatute  of. 
Henry  the  eight,  encreafed  the  jealoufy  of  the  colo- 
nifts, and  aggravated  the  oppofition  at  home.  Pre- 
cedents taken  from  arbitrary  reigns,  and  tyrannical 
princes,  had  but  an  ill  appearance,  and  were  not  rec- 
koned fuitable  to  the  principles  of  the  revolution,  arid 
the  government  of  a prince  of  the  Brunfwick  line, 
'file  colonifts  irritated  already,  by  what  was  paft, 

confidered 
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tonfidered  thefe  new  meafures,  as  contrivances  of 
ftate  to  enflave  them ; and  they  began  to  apprehend 
that  government  would  proceed  From  oiie  thing  to 
another,  till  they  reduced  them  to  the  (late  they  were 
in  before  the  revolution.  What  gave  rife  to  thefe 
apprehenfions,  was  the  fimllarity  of  proceedings,  and 
the  influence  that  the  friends  of  the  ancient  family 
were  fuppofed  to  have  in  the  Court  of  Britain  ; thefe 
ideas  were  confirmed  by  the  effays  of  party-writers 
in  England,  who,  without  confining  themfelves  always 
to  truth,  had  for  fome  years  part,  in  the  mod  pofitive 
manner  affirmed,  that  all  the  fprings  of  government 
were  moved  and  managed  by  an  invifible  agent,  Whofe 
influence  turned  the  puppets  which  Way  he  pleafed. 
Though  it  cannot  be  reafonably  fuppofed  that  any  one 
man  poflefled  fuch  influence  as  was  fuppofed,  yet  the 
meafures  of  the  miniftry  were  frequently  fo  fufpicious 
and  inconfiftent,  that  they  gave  reafon  for  fuch  furmi- 
fes.  It  is  not  ftrange  that  the  colonifts  fliould  have 
believed  what  was  publilhed  with  fo  much  confidence 
in  the  mother  country  ; efpecially  When  we  confider 
that  their  minds  by  this  time  were  warped  by  preju- 
dice, and  their  imaginations  heated  with  oppofition 
and  refentment.  They  had  petitioned  without  fuc- 
cefs,  and  remonftrated  in  vain  ; they  acknowledged 
the  fupremacy  of  the  fovereign,  and  the  Authority  of 
parliament  to  direct  their  trade  and  navigation,  but 
nothing  would  pleafe  adminiftration  but  abfolute  do- 
minion over  their  all.  This  they  accounted  contrary 
to  their  natural  rights  as  Englifltmen,  and  a breach  of 
their  charters ; and  the  new  proceedings  of  parlia- 
ment they  confidered  as  fo  many  chains  to  enflave 
them.  Thus  like  a ft  ream  that  is  fed  by  conftant 
fupplies,  their  oppofition  encreafed,  till,  like  a torrent, 
it  overflowed  ail  bounds. 

Both 
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Both  Houfes  of  Parliament  were  fo  bent  upon  hum- 
bling the  colony  of  Maffachufetts  bay,  that  they  had 
proceeded,  on  the  13th  of  February,  to  addrefs  his 
Majefty,  for  calling  all  the  offenders  in  that  colony  to 
an  account  before  the  judicatories  of  this  nation, 
lhis  declared  how  earneft  the  majority  in  parliament 
were  in  exerciling  the  authority  of  the  mother  coun- 
try over  the  colonies.  Their  addrefs  is  expreffed  in 
the  ftrongeft  terms  of  loyalty  to  the  King,  and  feve- 
rity  to  the  offenders  in  the  colony  *.  His  Majefty 
in  his  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  both  Houfes  of  parlia- 
ment enters  warmly  into  the  fpirit  of  the  meafures 

they 


"THE  A 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

We,  your  Majefty’s  molt  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjedts,  the  Lords  fpiri- 
tual  and  temporal,  and  Commons 
in  Parliament  a trembled,  return 
your  Majefty  our  moft  humble 
thanks,  for  the  communication 
your  Majefty  has  been  gracioully 
pleated  to  make  to  your  parliament, 
of  fe.eral  papers  relative  to  public 
tranfadlions  in  your  Majefty ’s  pro- 
vince of  Maflachufetts  Ray. 

Wc  beg  leave  to  exprefs  to  your 
Majefty  our  fincerc  fatisfadbon  in 
the  meafures  which  your  M >jrfty 
has  purfued,  for  lupporting  the 
conftitution,  and  for  inducing  a 
due  obedience  to  the  authority  of 
the  hgiftaturc,  and  to  give  your 
Majefty  the  ftrongeft  affurances, 
that  we  will  effedlually  Stand  by 
and  fupport  your  Majefty,  in  fitch 
further  meafures  as  may  be  found 
ncceffary  to  maintain  the  civil  ma- 
giltra'cs  in  the  duo  execution  of  the 
laws,  within  your  Majcfty's  pro- 
vince of  Mafiachufets  bay.  Ar.d 
we  conceive  nothing  can  be  imme- 
diately noceffrry  either  for  the 
maintaining  of  your  Majcfty’s  au- 
thority in  the  faid  province,  or  for 
guarding  your  Majefty ’s  fubjedts 
therein  from  being  further  deluded 
by  the  arts  of  wicked  and  defif.n- 
ing  men,  than  to  proceed  in  the 


D D R E S S. 
moft  fpeedy  and  cffedtual  manner 
for  bringing  to  condign  punifhment 
the  chief  authors  and  initiators  of 
the  late  ditorders,  we  moft  hum- 
bly befeech  your  Majefty,  that  you- 
will  be  gracioully  pleafed  todiredt, 
your  Majefty’s  Governor  of  Maffa- 
chufets  bay  to  take  the  mod  effec- 
tual methods  for  procuring  the  fit- 
ted information  that  can  be  obtain- 
ed, touching  all  trealons,  mifpri- 
fion  of  trealhn  committed  within- 
his  government  fince  the  30th  of 
December,  1767;  and  to  tranfmit 
the  fame,  together  with  the  names 
of  the  perfons  who  were  moft  ac- 
tive in  the  commiflion  of  fuch  of- 
fences, to  one  of  your  Majefty’s 
principal  fecretnries  of  ftate.  in  or- 
der that  your  Majefty  may  iffue  a 
fpecial  commilTion  for  enquiring 
of.  hearing,  and  determining  the 
fard  offences  within  this  realm, -pur- 
fuant  to  the  provifions  of  the  fta- 
tute  of  the  3,5th  year  of  the  reign 
of  King  Henry  the  eight,  in  cafe 
your  Majefty  fhall,  upon  receiving" 
the  faid  information,  fee  fufficient 
ground  for  fuch  a proceeding. 

3 o this  Addrefs,  his  Majeftv  gave 
the  following  moft  gracious  an- 
fwer. 

My  Lords  and  GmtUmtH, 

The  fincere  fatisfadtion  you  ex- 
prefs in  the  meafures  i ha*  e alrea- 
dy 
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they  recommend,  and  breathes  the  fpirit  of  vengeance 
againft  fome  leading  perfons  in  the  colony  of  Mafla- 
chufets  bay.  It  was  now  manifeft  that  nothing  could 
bring  matters  to  a proper  temper,  except  an  uncondi- 
tional fubmiffion  on  the  part  of  the  colonifts  ; for  both 
King  and  parliament  were  determined  to  humble  them. 
At  this  time  it  appeared  to  almoft  all  ranks  of  people, 

an  eafy  matter  to  have  fettled  the  difference.  Mode- 
, * 

ration  in  the  government,  equal  to  the  fubmiffion  of 
the  colonifts  might  have  fettled  all  the  commotions  ; 
but  it  was  now  determined  to  make  ufe  of  the  moft: 
rigorous  meafures,  and  to  bring  the  colonift  to  the 
feet  of  the  minifter.  Wife  men  began  to  perceive 
the  abfurdity  of  the  meafures  of  the  miniftry,  and 
publicly  (hewed  their  diflike  of  their  proceedings,  and 
on  that  account  were  confidered  as  difloyal  and  difaf- 
fected  to  the  government.  The  moft  wretched  and 
defpicable  tools  of  adminiftration,  over  all  the  nation, 
were,  on  all  occafions,  ready  to  iufult  every  perfon 
that  hinted  the  fmalleft  diflike  of  the  violent  meafures 
that  were  now  propofed.  Petitions  and  reraonftrances 
were  confidered  as  feditious  libels,  and  the  petitioners 
and  remonftrators  accounted  factious  and  difloyal  per- 
fons. The  very  Jacobites  and  Papilts,  who,  it  is  well 
known  never  were  well  affe&ed  to  the  revolution  fet- 
tlement,  nor  the  Hanoverian  fucceflion,  became  now' 
the  accufers  of  the  King’s  moft  loyal  fubje£ls,  and 
were  not  afhamed  openly  to  charge  the  Revolution 
with  rebellion.  The  great  numbers  of  thofe  who 
had  been  concerned  in  the  rebellion  in  the  year  1 745 

being 

Ay  taken,  and  the  ftrongafluranccs  I ivill  not  fail  to  give  thofe  orders 
you  give  of  fupporting  me  in  thofe  which  you  recommend  as  the  moft 
which  may  be  (till  ncceflary,  .to  effcdlual  method  of  bringing  the 
maintain  the  juft  iegiflatirc  autho-  authors  of  the  late  unhappy  difor- 
rity,  and  th*  due  execution  of  the  ders  in  that  province  to  condign 
laws  in  my  province  of  MafTachu-  punifhment. 
fetts  bay,  give  me  great  pleafure. 
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being  rcftored  to  their  fortunes  and  eflates,  as  well  as 
•preferred  in  the  army  and  navy,  gave  flipicion  to  thofe 
who  were  friends  of  the  conftitution,  that  feme  dark 
Scheme’s  were  operating  to  bring  the  empire  under  a 
more  arbitrary  government  What  added  to  thefe 
ftlfpieious  was,  that  ever  firtte  1745,  it  had  been  the 
condant  converfation  of  the  Jacobites  in  their  private 
affehiblies,  that  they  would  walk  more  furely,  and  play 
a more  certain  game  in  their  future  proceedings,  than 
they  and  their  fathers  had  done  fmce  the  revolution  : 
that  it  would  be  a wofk  of  more  time,  to  worm  them- 
felves  into  places  of  power  and  truft,  by  a fpecious 
behaviour1,  but  would  operate  with  fnore  certainty, 
than  proceeding  to  acts  of  violence.  Thefe  fecret 
manuocvres  were  not  kept  foclofe,  as  to  be  totally  con- 
cealed ; they  had,  upon  occafions,  admitted  fome  in- 
to their  meetings  who  were  unknown  to  them,  not  of 
their  principles.  '1  hefe  made  no  fecrets  of  what  they 
had  heard,  but  told  them  to  others,  and  they  at  lalt 
circulated  fo  wide  as  to  fpread  over  the  whole  nation; 
Thefe  hints  moved  the  friends  of  the  revolution,  and 
made  them  publilh  their  fufpiciorrs  to  the  nation.  The 
friends  of  the  miniftry  declared  that  all  this  was  {lan- 
der, proceeding  from  malice  and  difappointment : 
that  the  people  in  oppofition  had  nothing  in  view  ex- 
cept to  embarrafs  government,  and  to  have  the  manage- 
ment, and  the  perquifites  belonging  thereto,  ihto  their 
own  hands.  This  aifertion  was  not  unplaufible;  for 
it  oftentimes  happens  that  the  clamour  againlt  the  mi- 
nillry  proceeds  more  from  a love  of  their  places, 
than  from  any  dillike  of  their  meafures.  The  mini- 
ftry  on  this  occafion,  as  on  many  occafions  fince,  were 
but  badly  ferved  with  thofe  whom  they  employed  to 
defend  their  meafures,  to  the  public.  The  writers 
upon  their  fide,  were  not  equal  in  abilities  to  thofe  in 
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the  oppofition ; and  though  they  had  been  equal  to 
it,  it  indeed  is  impofllble  for  hirelings  to  write  with  fo 
much  fpirit  find  freedom  as  tftiofe  who  write  Irom  prin- 
ciple, and  from  the  heaj-t. 

W,hat  irritated  the  colonifts  to  the  higheft  degree, 
was  an  aft  palled  in  1 767,  for  granting  certain  duties  in 
the  Britilh  colonies  and  plantations  in  America.  This 
law  contains  a waft  number  of  articles  which  the  colo- 
nifts thought  heavy  and  grievous,  and  which  were 
judged  iuconfiftent  with  thofc  ideas  implied  in  the  law 
repealingthe  ftamp  aft.  But  that  the  reader  may  judge 
for  himfeif,  I have  given  this  law,  together  with  the 
declaratory  aft,  inthenotesbelow*.  Innq  yea*iince  his 
Majeily’saccelliontothe  the  throne,  were  there  greater 

commotions 


* Forestry  hundred  weight  avoir- 
dupoip  of  crown,  pl.de,  flint,  and 
White  giafs,  four  (hillings  dud  eight 
pence. 

For  every  hundred  weight  avoir- 
d ttpois  of  green  giafs,  one  (hilling 
and  two  F**»*tC- 

For  every  iiuii«1r*tl  vyehjht  avoir- 
dupois of  red  lead,  two  ultfhii^. 

For  every  hundred  weight  avoir- 
dupois of  white  lead,  two  Ihillines. 

For  every  hundied  weijjHt  avoir- 
dupois of  painters  colours,  two 
^hillings.  ' 

• For  every  pound  weight  avoir- 
dupois of  tea,  three  pence, 

For  every  ream  of  paper,  ufoal- 
ly  called  or  known  by  the  name  of 
atlas  fine,  twelve  (billings. 

' For  every  ream  of  paper  called  at- 
las ordinary,  fix  (hillings. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
btftard,  or  double  copy,  one  (hil- 
ling apd  fix  pence- 

For  every  fipjjfle  ream  of  blue 
paper  for  fugar  bakers,  ten  pence 
halfpenny. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
blue  royal,  one  (hilling  aud  fix 
pence. 

For  every  bundle  of  hrov  n paper 


containing  fortysduires,  not  made 
in  Great  Britain,  fix  pence.' 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
brown  cap,  not  njade  in  Great 
B;  itain,  nine  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  c.ylled 
brown  large  cap,  made  in  Great 
Britain,  four  pence  halfpenny. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
faiafi  ordinary  brown,  made  in 
Grc.tt  Britain,  three  pence.  ' 

For  every  T>«jrre*lc  containing  for- 
ty ejuires  of  paper  called  whit® 
brown,  made  in  Great  Britain,  four 
pence  halfpenny. 

For  every  ream  of  cartridge  -pa- 
per, one  (billing  and  one  penny 
halfpenny. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
Chancery  double,  one  (hilling  and 
fix  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
Genoa  crown  fine,  one  (hilling  and 
one  penny  halfpenny. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
Genoa  crown  fi-cood,  nine  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
German  crown,  nine  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
line  printing  crown,  nine  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
ftcond 
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commotions  and  debates  in  the  empire  than  in  this. 
JMot  only  were  the  colonies  in  a ftate  of  commotion, 
but  the  nation  at  home  was  in  a continual  buftle.  Ad- 
drefl'es  on  one  fide,  and  petitions  on  the  other,  were 
prefented  in  great  numbers  to  the  throne.  The  prin- 
ciples upon  which  they  proceeded  were  fo  oppohte, 
and  contrary  to  each  other,  that  one  would  conclude, 
by  comparing  them,  that  the  human  mind  mud  have, 
in  forne  people,  different  faculties,  from  what  others 


are  poffelfed  of,  and  that  ri 


fecond  ordinary  printing  crown, 
fix  pence  three  farthings. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
crown  fine,  made  in  Great  Britain, 
nine  pence 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
crown  fecond,  made  in  great  Great 
Britain,  fix  pence  three  farthings. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
demy  fine,  not  made  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, three  (hillings. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
demy  fecond,  not  made  in  Great 
Britain,  one  (hilling  and  four  pence 
halfpenny. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  railed 
demv  fine  made  in  Great  Britain, 
one  Drilling  and  one  penny  half- 
penny. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
demy  feeond,  made  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, nine  pence 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
demy  printing,  one  ihilling  and 
three  pence. 

Fot  every  ream  of  paper  called 
Genoa  demy  fine,  one  (lulling  and 
fix  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
Genoa  demy  fecond,  one  Drilling 
and  one  penny  halfpenny. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
German  demy,  otic  (hilling  and  one 
penny  halfpenny. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
p'cphant  fine,  fix  (hillings. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 


gilt  and  wrong  are  not  the 
fame 

elephant  ordinary,  two  Drillings 
and  five  pence  farthing. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
Genoa  fools  cap  fine,  one  Drilling 
and  one  penny  halfpenny, 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
Genoa  fools  cap  fecond  nine  pence: 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
German  fools  cap,  nine  pence. 

For  every  team  of  paper  called 
fine  printing  foolscap,  nine  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
fecond  ordinary  printing  tools  cap, 
fix  pence  three  farthings. 

For  every  ream  of  any  other  pa- 
per called  fools  cap  fine,  not  made 
tn  Great  Britain,  one  Drilling  and 
ten  pence  halfpenny. 

For  every  ream  of  any  other  pa- 
per called  foo's  cap  fine, fecond,  not 
made  in  Great  Britain,  one  (hilling 
and  fix  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
fools  cap  fine,  made  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, nine  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  ca'.l^ 
fools  cap  fecond,  made  in  Great 
Britain,  fix  pence  three  far- 
things. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
imperial  fine,  twelve  (hillings. 

For  ever.'-  ream  of  paper  cal’cd 
fecond  writing  imperial,  eight  Dril- 
lings and  three  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
German  lombard,  nine  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
medium 


Digitized  by  Google 


i99 


a.  d.  176^.  the  war  in  America.- 

lame  to  all  mankind.  The  addrefs  and  petitions  are 
fo  effentially  difFerent  in  their  nature,  that  by  the  one 
you  -would  determine  the  nation  to  be  in  the  molt 
flourifbmg  condition,  and  in  a (late  of  the  greateft  hap- 
pinefs,  and  by  the  other  you  would  be  led  to  believe, 
that  it  was  upon  the  verge  of  titter  ruin,  and  on  the 
very  brink  of  deftruftion.  Perhaps  neither  the  cafes, 
as  ftated  in  the  one  or  the  other  are  ftriftly  true,  nor 
is  it  poffible  that  they  could  be  both  true  ; but  one 
thing  is  certain,  that  neither  the  one  nor  the  other 


C 

medium  fine,  four  (hillings  and  fix 
pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
Genoa  medium,  one  (hilling  and 
ten  pence  halfpenny. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
ftcond  writing  medium,  three  (hil- 
lings. 

tor  every  ream  of  painted  paper 
not  made  in  Great  Britain,  fix  (hil- 
lings. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
fine  large  poft,  one  (hilling  and  ten 
pence  halfpenny. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
fmall  poft,  one  (hilling  and  one  pen- 
ny halfpenny. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
fine  Genoa  pot,  Gxpence  three  far- 
things. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
fecond  Genoa  pot,  fix  pence  three 
farthings. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
fuperfine  pot,  not  made  in  Great 
Britain,  one  fhillingandfix  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  other  paper 
C tiled  ftcond  fine  pot,  not  made  in 
Great  Britain,  one  (hilling  and  one 
peony  halfpenny. 

■ For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
•rdinary  pot,  not  made  in  Great 
Britain,  fix  pence  three  farthings. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
fine  pot,  made  in  Great  Britain, 
nine  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 


c were 

fecond  pot,  made  in  Great  Britain, 
fotir  pence  halfpenny. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
fuper  royal  fine,  nine  (hillings. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
royal  fine,  fix  (hillings. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
fine  Holland  royal,  two  ihillingsand 
five  pence  farthing. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
fine  Holland  ftcond,  one  (hilling 
and  fix  pence- 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
fecond  fine  Holland  royal,  one  (hil- 
ling and  fix  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
ordinary  royal,  nine  pence. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
Cenoa  royal,  two  (hillings  and  five 
pence  farthing. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
fecond  writing  royal,  four  (hillings 
and  one  penny  halfpenny. 

For  every  ream  of  paper  called 
fecond  writing  fuper  royal,  fix  (hil- 
lings. 

For  every  hundred  weight  avpir- 
dupoisjof  pafte-boards,  mill-boards, 
and  feale-boards,  not  piade  in 
Great  Britain,  three  (hillings  and 
nine  pence. 

For  every  hundred  weight  avoir- 
dupois of  palle-boards,  mill-boards, 
and  feale-boards,  made  in  Great 
Britain,  two  (hillings  and  three 
pence 

And  forand  upon  allpaper  which 
(hall 
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were  really  the  voice  of  the  nation.  For  as  the  mi-< 
niftry  and  the  court  party  ufed  their  utmoft  efforts 
to  procure  addreffers,  fo  leading  men  in  the  oppofition 
did  all  they  could  to  procure  petitioners,  who  knew 
as  little  about  the  grievances,  as  the  addreffers  did  a- 
bout  the  happinefs  of  the  nation.  Both  were  the  oc- 
cafion  of  great  noife  and  confufion ; people  were  ta- 
ken off  their  bufinefs,  and  idledifpofed  men  went  riot- 
ing for  feveral  days  together,  without  doing  any  thing 
except  drinking  and  making  noife  in  the  ftreets  of 
towns  and  cities.  The  number  of  petitioners  was  by 
far  the  greateft,  and  {hewed  that  among  thofe  who 

pretended 

ftaflbe  printed,  painted,  or  ftained,  confent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
in  Great  Britain,  to  ferve  for  hang-  Temporal,  and  Commons,  In  this’ 
irigs  or  other  ufes,  three  farthings  prefrnt  parliament  afTembled,  and 
for  every  yard  i'quare,  oVcr  and  a-  by  the  authority  of  the  faroej  That 
bovc  the  duties  payable  for  fuch  the  faid  colonies  and  plantations  in 
paper  by  this  aft,  if  the  fame  had  America  have  been,  are,  and  of  right 
not  been  printed,  painted,  or  ftain-  ourhf  to  be,  fubordinate  unto,  and- 
cdpandafter  thofe  rates  refpeftivc-  depeudeut  upon,  the  imperial 
ly  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity,  crown  and  parliament  of  Great 

Britain ; and  that  the  King’s  Maje- 
DECLARATORY  ACT.  fty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and con- 

• Whereas  feveral  of  tne  houfes  tent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
‘of  Reprefentatlves  in  His  Maje-  Temporal,  and  Commons  of  Great? 
‘fly’8  colonies  and  plantations  in  Britain,  in  parliament  afl’embled, 

‘ America,  have  of  late,  againft  law,  had,  bath,  and  of  right  ought  to 
‘claimed  to  tbemfclves,  or  to  the  have,  full  power  and  authority  to 
‘ general  aflcmblies  of  the  fame,  the  make  laws  and  ftatutes  of  fufficient 
‘ foie  and  cxclufive  right  of  imputing  force  and  validity  to  bind  the  colo- 

* duties  and  taxes  upon  his  Maje-  nies  and  people  ot  America,  fub- 
‘ fty’s  fubjefts  in  the  faid  colonies  jefts  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain, 
•and  plantations;  and  have,  in  in  all  cafes  whatioever. 

* purfuance  of  fucli  claim,  palled  II.  And  be  it  further  declared  and 

* certain  votes,  refolutions,  and  or-  enabled  by  the  anthoi  ity  aforetaid, 

* ders,  derogatory  to  the  legifiarive  That  all  refolutions,  votes,  orders, 

‘ authority  ad  parliament,  and  in-  and  proceedings,  in  any  of  the  faid 
‘ confident  with  ihe  dependency  colonies  or  plantations,  whereby 
•of  the  faid  colonies  and  planta-  the  power  and  authority  of  the 

* tions  upon  the  Crown  of  Great  parliament  of  Gr:at  Britain,  to 

* Britain-’  May  it  therefore  pleafe  make  laws  and  ftatutes  as  aforefaidy 
your  moll  excellent  Majefty,  that  isdenied  or  drawn  into  queftion.are 
it  may  be  declared ; and  be  it  de-  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  ut- 
clared  by  the  King’s  mod  excellent  terly  null  and  void  to  all  intends 
Majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  and  purports  whatfoever. 
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pretended  to  have  aright  to  intermeddle  inthofe  mat* 
ters,  the  majority  was  on  the  fide  of  the  oppofitioo. 
The  great  number  of  petitions  that  were  fent  to  the 
throne,  gave  great  offence  to  the  miniftry,  and  they 
were  treated  with  the  utmoft  contempt.  This  pro- 
voked the  petitioners  to  the  higheft  degree,  and  made 
many  of  them  both  fpeak  and  write  many  fevere  things 
againft  the  miniftry.  Thus  the  parties  irritated  one 
another,  that  charity  and  love  among  men  became  a 
very  rare  thing.  Thofe  on  the  fide  of  the  court  be- 
ing generally  the  more  wealthy  and  fubftantial  part  of 
the  nation,  looked  with  contempt  upon  the  other 
fide,  and  defpifed  them,  as  not  worthy  of  being  con- 
fulted  in  any  affairs  of  government ; while  the  others 
confidered  them  as  oppreffors  and  enemies  of  their  coun- 
try. The  debates  both  in  and  out  of  parliament  run 
high.  The  court  party'cried  out  for  fevere  meafures. 
They  faid  the  authority  of  parliament  had  been  tram- 
pled upon,  the  fovereign  had  been  infulted  on  the 
throne,  by  the  moft  abfurd  and  provoking  proceed- 
ings, and  infolent  petitions.  A diffolution  of  parlia- 
ment was  requefted,  for  no  other  reafon  than  becaufe 
they  had  complied  with  the  King’s  minifters,  whom 
the  King  himielf  had  appointed.  How  could  the 
King  expett  to  be  obeyed  in  fuch  critical  emergencies, 
that  muft  occur  in  any  plan  for  aggrandizing  the 
crown  ; when  the  minifters  who  formed  fuch  plans 
yere  given  up,  and  the  parliament,  who  had  atted 
under  their  influence  was  difolved?  This  kind  of  rea- 
foning  was,  by  the  other  fide,  confidered  as  partial, 
felfifh,  and  inconclufive ; they  looked  upon  fuch  ar- 
guments as  the  fliifts  of  guihy  perfons  to  cover  their 
iniquities,  rather  than  the  reafoning  of  true  and  good 
politicians.  To  threaten  the  nation  for  petitioning 
the  fovereign,  which  was  a right  that  belonged  to 

every 
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every  individual,  was  looked  upon  as  an  infolence  which 
none  butdefperate  men  would  have  been  guilty  of.  The 
arguments  onthis  occafion  went  much  againft  the  mini- 
ftry,  whjch  did  not  a little  provoke  them;  and  as  ufual- 
Iy  happens  in  the  time  of  controverfy,  many  indecent 
reflections  were  thrown  forth  againft  individuals, 
which  were  a difgrace  to  the  caufe  they  were  fup- 
porting.  Magiftrates,  however  many  errors  they 
may  be  guilty  of,  as  long  as  they  continue  in  office, 
perfons  in  oppofmg  their  mifconduCt,  ought  always  to 
obferve  decency.  Jt  adds  no  lqfture  to  any  caufe 
to  fupport  it  with  fcandal  and  perfonal  reflections.  A 
fpecies  of  writing  was  now  become  falhionable,  where- 
in all  the  private  foibles  of  men’s  lives  were  drawn 
into  the  argument,  and  their  private  infirmities  paint- 
ed with  the  moft  uncharitable  colourings.  This  wan- 
toanefs  of  the  prefs  provoked  the  court  and  the  mi- 
■piftry  exceedingly,  fo  that  they  were  determined  to 
make  examples  of  offenders  as  foon  as  they  could 
have  a proper  opportunity.  This  was  a very  weak 
refolution ; for  the  offence  was  mutual,  and  neither 
fide  could  plead  innocent.  The  writers  on  the  fide 
of  the  court  were  often  as  illiberal  as  thofe  on  the  fide 
of  the  opposition  ; but  where  men  of  power  are  irri- 
tated, it  requires  much  wifdom  to  make  them  reftrain 
their  power  within  the  bounds  of  right  reafon  and 
juftice.  The  miniftry  were  fadly  galled,  and  felt  the 
ridicule  of  their  opponents,  which  was  often  very 
fcurrilous. 

When  the  parliament  met  this  year,  upon  the  9th 
of  January,  the  nation  was  in  great  expectations  con- 
cerning the  manner  how  the  ftate  of  public  affairs 
would  be  introduced  in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne  ; 
when,  to  the  amazement  of  all,  the  thief  contents 
^hereof,  were  filled  up  with  a diftemper  among  the 

horned  . 
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horned  cattle.  It  was  expe&ed  that  notice  would 
have  been  taken  of  the  domeftic  commotions  in  the 
nation  at  home,  and  of  the  difturbances  in  America, 
but  with  regard  to  all  thefe  there  was  a perfect  filence. 
The  fpcech  became  an  obje£t  of  ridicule  over  all  the 
nation,  as  the  diftemper  it  referred  to  was  fcarcely 
known  to  have  any  exigence,  and  had  not  become  an 
object  of  ferious  refleftion  among  the  people  who. 
were  more  immediately  concerned. 

The  cold  referve  in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne, 
was  not  imitated  by  thofe  in  oppofition  to  the  mea- 
fures  of  the  miniftry.  When  the  addrefs  was  read^ 
a motion  was  made  for  an  ammendment,  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms : that  they  would  immediately  enquire 
into  the  caufes  of  the  prevailing  difcontents  through- 
out his  Majefty’s  dominions.  This  introduced  fome 
long  debates,  that  were  carried  on  with  great  heat 
and  acrimony  of  exprcffion,  unknown  before,  in  par- 
liament, and  in  which  many  fevere  animadverfions 
were  made  upon  the  feveral  parts  of  the  fpeech  from 
the  throne.  The  affair  concerning  the  petitions  was 
agitated  with  great  violence,  and  the  grievances  of 
the  nation  painted  in  the  ftrongelt  colours  by  the  op- 
pofition,— while  the  other  fide  openly  denied  their 
exiftence,  and  feemed  to  threaten  thofe  who  fet  them 
forth.  There  was  a party  on  the  fide  of  the  miniftry 
that  were  more  moderate  ; thefe  admitted  the  exift- 
ence of  the  grievances  alledged,  but  affirmed  they  were 
exaggerated  beyond  all  bounds  They  acknowledged 
the  difcontents  in  the  nation,  and  declared  themfelves 
willing  to  confider  them  at  a proper  feafon,  as  well  as 
to  re.confider  the  election  of  Middlefex,  which  was 
now  a great  bone  of  contention  ; they  faid  they  were 
willing  to  liften  to  methods  of  redpeft  foberly  propo- 
fed,  and  at  a time  when  they  had  leifure:  hut  they 

objeffed 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF 


A.  D.  I)JC. 


*«4 

objeffed  to  the  motion,  as  it  would  fix  a crime  upon 
tliemfelves,  to  aflure  his  Majefty  that  by  an  abufe  of 
power,  they  had  been  the  caufe  of  all  the  prevailing 
difcontents,  and  would  be  joining  in  a prayer  for  their 
own  diffolution.  The  majority  upon  this  fide  purfued 
another  method  of  argument ; they  allowed  the  dif- 
contents, but  charged  them  and  the  petitions,  to  the 
geptlemen  in  the  oppofition,  through  whofe  influence 
the  people  were  perfumed  to  imagine  the  pne  and 
fubicribe  the  other. 

And  it  wa$  boldly  affirmed  that  the  only  caufe  of 
both,  was  the  hatred  of  their  leaders  to  thofe  in  ad- 
jniniftration.  It  was  infilled  that  the  majority  of  gen- 
tlemen of  large  fortunes,  and  the  magiftrates  through- 
out the  nation,  together  with  the  clergy  in  feveral 
counties,  had  not  joined  in  the  petitions,  and  that  a 
majority  of  coynties  had  not  petitioned  at  all : that 
the  inferior  plafs  of  freeholders  were  not  capable  of 
uhdcrftanding  what  they  fubferibed ; that  the  farmer* 
and  manufacturers  throughout  the  nation  could  neither 
know  nor  take  any  intereft  in  the  prefent  difputes, 
provided  they  had  not  been  ftirred  up  by  factious 
and  feditious  perfons,  who  were  hunting  after  grie- 
vances, and  continually  fabricating  petitions. — That  by 
men  of  that  character,  meetings  had  been  advertifed, 
where  the  people  were  harangued  with  inflammatory 
ipeeclies,  and  writings  publifhed  and  fcattered  through 
the  kingdom,  in  which  government  had  been  re- 
proached and  vilified,  the  parliament  abufed,  and  the 
minds  of  the  people  inflamed.  All  this  was  done,  it 
was  alledged,  todillrefs  government;  but  it  was  added, 
that  although  the  majority  of  fuch  freeholders  had 
figned  the  petitions  without  any  influence  or  folicita  • 
tion,  they  were  only  to  be  confidered  as  the  ads  of  a 
rabble,  and  of  an  ignorant  multitude,  incapable  of 
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judging.  This  kind  of  ftile,  as  it  was  in  its  own  na- 
ture opprobrious,  fo  it  was  alfo  not  true  in'  fad,  be- 
caufe  thofe  whom  the  court  party  called  a rabble,  be- 
haved with  as  much  wifdom  and  difcretion,  as  even 
the  beft  of  the  friends  of  the  miniftry.  It  is  a fort  of 
lunacy  which  often  prevails  among  felfilh  politicians, 
to  imagine  that  the  people  in  the  lower  walks  of  life 
are  deftitute  of  all  penetration  and  difcernment 4 and 
that  they  are  not  qualified  to  judge  concerning  their 
own  affairs.  Nothing  but  mere  ignorance  of  their 
characters,  or  a wilful  intention  to  mifreprefent  them, 
could  difpofe  men  of  fenfe  and  underftandirfg  to  judge 
in  fuch  a manner.  Among  thofe  whom  vain  and 
high  minded  courtiers  denominate  the  rabble,  and  the 
fcum  of  the  earth,  are  to  be  found  as  much  common 
fenfe,  and  prudence,  as  among  thofe  of  the  higheft 
ranks  in  the  nation,  if  take  them  in  equal  proportion. 
By  taking  a furvey  of  the  hiftory  of  bankruptcies, 
failures,  and  delinquencies,  it  will  appear  that  there  is 
a good  proportion  of  thefe  to  be  found  among  thofe 
who  are  not  accounted  the  fcum  of  the  nation.  The 
abufe  which  many  in  gbvernment  at  this  time  received 
from  the  people,  proceeded  from  leffons  they  had 
learned  from  courtiers  themfelves,  whofe  abfurd  and 
ridiculous  ftile  the  vulgar  turned  againft  them,  and 
paid  back  with  confiderable  intereft. 

The  charge  which  thofe  in  adminiftration  brought 
againft  the  minority,  or  thofe  in  oppoiition,  namely 
that  they  had  been  aCtive  in  promoting  the  petitions, 
was  openly  acknowledged  and  defended  by  them. 
They  faid  they  accounted  themfelves  bound  in  duty 
to  render  an  account  of  their  conduct  in  parliament 
to  their  conftituents,  and  alfo  to  give  them  their  belt 
advice,  and  opinion,  when  required,  in  any  thing  that 
related  to  their  interefts,  and  to  give  them  the  moft 
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earlynotice  of  ail  meafures  tliat  telided  to'fubvert 
their  rights,  or  were  dangerous  to  the  conftitution. 
The  charges  of  meeting,  and  writing,  and  fpeaking, 
which  had  been  brought  againft  them,  were  ridicu- 
lous, and  it  wii$  afked  by  what  other  methods  people 
could  communicate  their  fentiments.  It  wasalfo  ob- 
ferved  that  it  had  been  irrfmuated  that  our  grievances 
were  imaginary,  becaufe  the,  peafants  or  manufactu- 
rers in  Devonfhire  and  Y orkfhire  would  not  immedi- 
ately feel  them,  nor  perhaps  difcover  them  till  they 
felt  them.  But  it  was  urged  that  though  thofe  who 
were  bufily  employed,  might  not  find  time  to  confider 
thefe  matters  immediately,  till  they  began  to  feel  their 
effefts,  yet  this  was  no  reafon  why  thofe  . who  faw 
their  diftant  approach,  fiiould  keep  filent,  and  not 
warn  them.  Thofe  who  perceive  the  fubverfion  of 
liberty  in  the  caufe  thereof,  may  be  few,  which  U 
generally  the  cafe  ; but  this  will  not  prove  that  there 
are  never  approaches  to  oppreflion,  or  remote  caufes* 
of  the  fubverfion  of  freedom.  If  the  few  who  per- 
ceive effeCIs  in  their  caufes  can  open  the  eyes  of  o- 
thers,  they  do  no  more  than  what  is  their  duty,  and 
perform  a piece  of  real  fervice  to  the  community. 

. It  was  added  on  this  fide  of  the  queftion,  that 
though  many  gentlemen  of  large  fortunes,  and  the 
clergy,  had  not  figned  the  petitions,  yet  a great  num- 
ber had  done  it,  and  thefe  of  the  molt  independent 
rank  and  charaCler;  and  of  thofe  who  had  refufed  to 
iign  many  of  them  wrere  under  a particular  influence. 
That  the  ju  lices  of  the  peace  were  officers  of  the 
crown,  and  that  no  body  of  men  were  under  greater 
influence  than  the  clergy,  yet  that  fome  of  thefe  had 
even  figned  the  petitions.  It  was  afked  likewife  if 
the  generality  of  the  freeholders  were  of  no  fignifica- 
tion  ? if  their  opinion  wras  of  no  weight  ? and  it  was 
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afferted5  that  they  were  that  rcfpeXable  body  of  men 
ivho  were  alone  fuperior  to  all  threatenings,  fear, 
and  influence'.  It  was  further  urged,  that  the  petition- 
ing counties,  cities,  arid  towns  were  in  refpeX  to  o- 
pulence  and  number  of  inhabitants,  far  fuperior  to 
thofe  that  had  not  petitioned  ; and  that  they  contri- 
buted more  to  the  land-tax,  which  Was  now  a teft  of 
Freehold  property  in  this  country,  than  the  reff  of  the 
united  kingdom.  Thefc,  with  fome  other  fimilar  ar- 
guments vtere  ufed  011“  this  occaflon  on  the  fide  of  the 
oppofition. 

Soon  after  the  meeting  of  the  parliament,  a long 
train  of  refignations  took  place.  Lord  Camden  re- 
figned  the  feals : the  Marquis  of  Granby,  all  hispla- 
ces  except  the  regiment  of  Blues ; the  Duke  of  Beau- 
fort his  place  of  Mailer  of  the  Horfe  to  the  Queen ; 
the  I3uke  of  Manchefter  and  Earl  ‘of  Coventry  of 
Lords,  of  the  Bedchamber;  the  Earl  of  Huntington 
Iris  pt&Ce  of  groom  of  the  liable,  and  Mr  James  Gren- 
ville his  office  of  one  of, the  Vicertreafurers  of  Ireland, 
Mr  Dunning,  the  Solicitor- general,  alfo  reflgned  that 
employment.  The  whole  of  adminiflration  feemed 
in  a fliattered  condition,  and  fuch  convulfions  pre- 
vailed, as  flruck  a panic  in  the  body  politic ; the  court 
was,  however,  refolved  to  purfue  the  plan  it  had  Tet 
out  upon,  and  was  determined  to  govern  by  men  who 
had  no  popular  views  or  connexions,  and  to  maintain 
its  ground,  nonvithflanding  fo  many  of  its  principal 
hianagers  had  deferred  its  caufe.  There  are  certain 
periods  of  fatality  in  the  hiftory  of  nations,  when  men 
employed  in  the  management  of  public  affairs  proceed 
upon  the  mofl  abfurd  principle",  contrary  to  all  rea- 
Fon,  and  conviXion,  and  rufh  headlong  over  the  pre- 
cipice of  their  own  defpotifm  into  the  : ulf'of  anihila- 
tion.  What  prudence  and  moderation  might  have 
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preferred  for  ages,  theyfrequently  dedroy  in  one  day, 
and  by  the  rapidity  of  the  mod  jarring  and  difcordant 
ineafures,  grind  to  pieces  thofe  fprings  and  wheels  of 
government,  which,  by  the  courfe  of  regular  motion 
would  have  endured  as  long  as  time.  The  Engliflt 
conditution  is  a contrivance  of  wifdom,  formed  to  lad 
forever,  when  purfued  Upon  its  own  principles  ; when 
the  feveral  balances  are  kept  in  equilibrio,  and  every 
power  afts  in  its  own  fphere;  but  if  any  of  its  powers 
are  permitted  to  encroach  upon  the  fphere  of  another, 
the  frame  will  foon  fall  to  pieces,  and  become  a per- 
fe<d  ruin.  This  was  the  cafe  before  the  revolution, 
when  the  executive  power  overbalanced  the  legifla- 
tive,  and  reduced  the  community  to  a date  of  nature. 
In  the  time  of  the  long  parliament,  one  part  of  the 
legiflature  overbalanced  the  other,  and  overturned  the 
conditution,  and  introduced  anarchy.  All  this  fliews 
that  the  greated  care  fhould  be  obferved  by  thofe  em- 
ployed in  public  matters,  to  preferve  an  equilibruim 
in  all  parts  of  the  conditution.  But  this  can  never 
be  done,  when  the  crown  has  it  in  its  power  to  corrupt 
the  legiflature.  Riches  committed  into  the  hands  of 
the  fovereign  to  oil  the  wheels  of  government,  will  fooa 
make  a prime  minider,  unlefs  he  is  both  wife  and  vir- 
tuous, like  the  fon  of  Phoebus,  drive  fo  furioufly  till 
he  fet  the  nation  in  a flame.  Anarchy  is  an  evil  and 
dangerous  thing,  but  it  is  not  equally  fo  bad  as  tyran- 
ny. The  jarring,  parts  of  a broken  conditution,  that 
through  popular  convulfions-,  are  thrown  into  confu- 
fion,  may,  by  wifdom,  be  arranged  and  put  into  or- 
der, and  reared  up  like  a new  creation;  but  when 
there  is  no  power  but  one  exiding,  into  which  all  the 
red  are  abforbed,  it  will  be  next  to  impofiible  to  re- 
dore  the  fabric. 
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Upon  the  22d  of  January,  this  year,  Sir  John  Cult 
refigned  his  office  of  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, on  account  of  his  bad  ftate  of  health,  and  was 
fucceeded  by  Sir  Fletcher  Norton.  Sir  Fletcher  was 
propofed  by  the  minifter,  and  the  oppofition  fet  up 
another  againft  him ; this  brought  the  ftrength  of 
the  parties  to  a trial,  when  the  miniftry  carried  their 
point  in  a divifion  of  near  two  to  one.  The  influence 
of  the  court  began  to  be  now  fo  ftrong,  that  it  carried 
every  meafure  wherein  it  was  engaged.  This  was 
truly  alarming  to  the  nation,  becaufe  fbme  points  of 
the  moll  unpopular,  as  well  as  of  the  mod  unreafon- 
able  nature,  had  been  carried  by  that  influence. 

The  affair  of  the  Middlefex  eleflion,  and  the  dif- 
qualifyingof  Mr  Wilkes,  were  carried  on  and  fupport- 
ed  by  the  influence  of  the  minifter  ; thefe  proceed- 
ings were  confidered  by  the  greateft  part  of  the  na- 
tion, as  exertions  of  power,  intended  to  crufh  the 
fpirits  of  the  people,  and  to  (hew  them  that  their  voice 
was  of  no  confideration  in  the  efleem  of  government, 
and  that  matters  would  be  carried  on  without  their 
confent.  Thofe  proceedings  alarmed  all  true  friends 
to  liberty,  tyho  confidered  the  blow  given  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Middlefex,  a ftroke  aimed  at  the  freedom  of 
the  whole  nation. 

The  citizens  of  London  made  fome  fpirited,  noble, 
and  bold  efforts  to  ftem  the  tide  of  minifterial  infatu- 
ation, and  to  flop  the  torrent  of  defpotifm,  thatappear- 
ed  now  to  carry  all  before  it.  They  concluded,  as 
was  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  his  Majeliy,  if  rightly  in- 
formed of  the  flate  of  the  nation,  and  the  fantiments 
of  his  people,  would  difmifs  fuch  fervants  as,  by  their 
mifmanagement,  had  irritated  the  minds  of  his  faith- 
ful fubje&s,  and  were  likely,  by  proceeding  in  the 
fame  courfc  to  alienate  their  hearts  from  their  juft 
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and  lawful  fovereign.  They  therefore,  on  the  24th 
of  June,  the  preceding  year,  prefcnted  a petition  to 
his  Majefty,  fetting  forth  the  many  heavy  grievances 
which  the  nation  laboured  under,  through  the  obfli- 
nate  mifmanagement  of  the  officers  of  the  crown  j 
which  grievances  are  ipecially  pointed  out  in  the  pe- 
tition itled  in  fundry  articles.  Their  petition,  as  well 
a^  that  of  the  county  of  Middlefex,  and  many  others 
received  no  anfwer.  Upon  the  14th  of  March,  this 
year,  they  prefcnted  an  addrefs,  remonllrance,  and 
petition  to  his  Majelty,  fetting  forth  all  the  former 
grievances  in  their  firlt  petition,  with  other  new  ar- 
ticles, and  craved  that  his  Majelty  would  diifolve  the 
parliament,  as  now  become  no  longer  a reprefentation 
of  the  people,  nor  could  be,  in  the  fenfe  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  confidered  as  a legal  parliament.  To  this 
addrefs  and  remonllrance  they  received  a fevere  an- 
fwer. i his  did  not  hinder  the  intrepid  citizens  of, 
London  to  prefent  another  addrefs  of  remonllrance 
and  petition  to  the  King  upon  the  23d  of  May,  where- 
in they  alfert  their  right  of  petitioning,  and  exprefs 
their  aftoniffiment  at  the  awful  ccnfure  paffed  upon 
them  in  his  Majelty’s  late  anfwer  from  the  throne. 
To  this  remonllrance  they  received  much  the  fame 
anfwer  as  before  ; Ihorter  indeed  in  itsfize,  but  equal 
jy  fevere  in  its  contents.  It  was  on  this  occafion  that 
Mr  Alderman  Beckford,  a peifon  intrepid  and  zeal- 
ous for  the  caufe  of  liberty,  and  that  of  the  citizens  of 
London,  delivered  a fpe?cn  to  his  Majeily,  which  Hands  ' . 
recorded  in  the  journals  of  the  court  of  common  coun- 
cil, as  a perpetual  memorial  of  his  greatnefs  of  mind, 
integrity,  and  refolution.  The  audere  beams  of  ma- 
jcily  could  not  damp  his  fpirits,  nor  the  fplendor 
of  royalty  in  frowms,  intimidate  him,  when  the  free- 
dom and  liberty  of  England  and  London  feemed  to  be 
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in  danger.  Ilis  fpeeeh  was  worthy  of -a  great  citi- 
zep  to  deliver,  and  worthy  of  the  greareft  monarch 
to  hear.  It  feems  to  have  been  diflated  by  \yifdom, 
and  delivered  with  true  zeal ; the  contents  are  im- 
portant, the  flile  elegant  and  manly ; and  the  whole 
is  a-malter-piecc  in  its  kind.  The  petition  and  re- 
monftcances  the  reader  will  fee  in  the  notes,  with  the 
royal  reply,  and  this  fpeeeh  of  Mr  Beckford  fub- 
joined  *.  There  was  another  addrels  and  remon- 
ltrance  pxefented  upon  the  21ft  of  November,  this 

year, 

* To  the  King's  moft  Excellent  Met-  principles,  and  in  violation  of  eve- 
jrftj-  duty,  have,  by  ' arioua  enumer- 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  I.iverv  ated  means,  invaded  our  invaluable 
' of  the  City  of  London,  in  Com-  and  unalienable  riutil  of  trial  by 
won  Hail  afiembled.  jury. 

Mojl gracious  Sovereign,  ' 1 bey  have,  with  impunity,  ifTnetl 

We,  your  Majefty’s  dutiful  and  general  warrants,  and  violently  fei- 
loyal  fubjefts,  the  Livery  of  the”  City  zed  perfons  and  private  papers, 
of  London,  with  ail  the  humility  ' They  hove  rendered  the  laws 
which, is  due  from  free  fubjefts  to  non  eflfeftive  to  our  fecurity,  by  e- 
their  lawful  Sovereign,  but  with  all  vading  the  Haiens  Corf  us. 
the  anxiety  wftfch  the  fenfe  of  the  ^ hey  have  cavjfrd  punilhments, 
prefent  oppreflions,  and  the  juft  and  even  perpetual  imprisonment 
dread  of  future  mifehiefs  produce  tube  inflidted  without  trial,  con- 
in  our  minds,  beg  leave  to  lay  be-  viflion,  orfentence. 
fore  your  Majefly  f.ime  of  thole  in-  They  have  brought  into  difre- 
tolerable  grievances,  which  your  pute  the  civil  rhagiftracy,  by  the 
people  have  fttftf  red  from  the  evil  appointment  of  perfons  who  are. 
Conduct  of  tholb  who  have  been  en-  in  many  refpefts,  unqualified  for 
trulwd  with  the  adminiftration  of  that  important  trult,  and  have 
Vmir  Majefty’s  government,  and  thereby  purpol'ely  fumilhed  a pre- 
from  the  feerct  unremitting  influ-  tence  for  calling  in  the  aid  of  a ini- 
ence  ot  the -worft  of  coi’.nfciiors.  I it  ary  power. 

We  ftionld  be  wanting  in  our  They  avow  and  endeavour  to  e- 
dniy  to  your  Majefty,  as  well  as  to  ftablifb  a maxim,  abfolutely  incon- 
ourl’rlves  and  ourpofterrty  fhould  fiftent  with  our ponftitutionj  “that 
we  forbear  to  represent  to  the  an  occalion  for  ctfefluahy  employ- 
throne  the  derperate  attempts  ing  a military  force,  always  pre- 
which  have  been,  and  arc  too  i'uc-  tents  itfelf,  when  the  Civil  power 
eefsfnlly  made,  to  dettrov  the  con-  is  trifled  with  or  intuited.1’  And 
llitutinn,  to  the  fpirit  of  which  we  by  a fatal  and  fslfe  application  of 
owe  the  relation  which  fubfifts  be-  this  maxim,  they  have  wantonly 
tween  vour  Majefty  andthe  fubjedts  and  wickedly  faerificcd  the  lives  of 
of  thefe  realms,  and  to  fubvert  many  of  your  Majefty’s  innocent 
thofe  facred  laws  which  our  anccl-  lubjefls.  and  have  proltitutcd  your 
torshRTe  fealed  with  their  blood.  Majefty’s  facred  name  and  nutho- 
Ymir  raiglfters,  from  corrupt  rity,  to  juftify,  applaud,  and  re- 
commend. 
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year,  which  fet  forth  much  the  fame  grievances,  and 
prayed  for  the  fame  redrefs  ; but  as  they  contain  very 
little  new,  I have  paffed  them  over. 

About  fix  days  after  the  refignations  which  have 
been  mentioned  above,  the  Duke  of  Grafton  refign- 
ed  his  place  and  office  of  firfi  Lord  of  rfie  Treafury, 
and  was  fucceeded  by  Lord  blorth,  who  was  already 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Various  reafons  were 
afligoed  for  his  Grace’s  refignation,  though  perhaps 
none  of  them  the  true  ones : Some  imputed  his  con- 
duit 


command  their  own  illegal  and 
bloody  anions. 

They  hive  fereened  more  than 
one  murderer  from  punifhment, 
and  in  its  place  have  unnaturally 
lflbftituted  reward. 

They  have  eftabliflied  number- 
left  unconftitutional  regulations 
and  taxations  in  our  colonics ; they 
have  caufcd  a revenue  to  be  railed 
ip  feme  of  them  by  prerogative  ; 
they  have  appointed  civil  law  jud- 
ges to  try  revenue  causes,  and  to 
be  paid  from  out  of  the  condemna- 
tion money. 

After  having  inflated  and  defeat- 
ed the  i iw  on  different  occafions, 
and  by  different  contrivances,  both 
at  home  and  .abroad,  they  have  at 
length  completed  their  defign,  by 
violently  wrefting  from  the  people 
the  laft  facred  right  \ve  had  left, 
the  right  of  election,  by  tlje  unpre- 
cedented featlng  of  a candidate, 
tiotorioufly  fet  up  and  chofen  only 
by  themfelves ; they  have  thereby 
taken  from  your  fubjeCts  all  hopes 
of  parliamentary  redrefs,  and  have 
left  us  no  refource,  under  GOD, 
but  in  your  Majefty. 

All  this  they  have  Iwn  at.’e  to 
effect  by  corruption  ; by  a fcanda- 
lous  mifapplication  and  embezzle- 
ment of  the  public  treafine,  and  a 
ftiamcful  prollitution  of  public  ho- 
nours and  employments ; procu- 
ring deficiencies  cf  the  civil  lift  to 


be  made  good  without  examina- 
tion, and  inftead  ofpunilbing,  con- 
ferring honours  on  a pay-maftcr, 
the  public  defaulter  of  unaccount- 
ed millions. 

From  art  unfeigned  fenfe  of  the 
duty  we  owe  to  your  Majefty,  and 
to  our  country,  we  have  ventured 
thus  humbly  to  lay  before  the 
throne  thefe  great  and  important 
truths,  which  it  has  been  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  your  minifters  to  conceal. 
We  nioft  earneftly  befeech  your 
Majefty  to  grant  us  redrefs : It  is 
for  the  purpofe  of  redrefs  alcne, 
and  for  fuch  occafions  as  the  pre- 
fent,  that  thofe  great  and  extenfive 
powers  are  entrulled  to  the  Crown, 
by  the  wifdom  of  that  conftitution, 
which  your  Majefty’s  illuftrious  fa- 
mily was  chofen  to  defend,  and 
which,  wc  truft  in  GOD,  it  wilL 
for  ever  continue  to  fupport. 

To  the  King's  mofl  Excellent  Ma~ 
je/Jji. 

The  humble  Addrefs,  Reraon- 
ftrance,  and  Petition,  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Livery  of 
the  City  of  London,  in  Common 
Hall  affembled. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majejly, 

We  have  already  in  our  petition 
dutifully  represented  to  your  Ma- 
jefty, the  chief  injuries  we  have  fu- 
itainrd.  Ws  are  unwilling  to  be- 
lievc- 
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du.£t,  to  fey  of  being  refponfible  for  meafures  which 
he  was  not  allowed  to  conduct  according  to  his  own 
judgment,  and  others  to  fome  certain  difguft  which 
they  could  not  account  for.  XVhatever  was  the  caufe, 
both  parties  reproached  him,  and  the  friends  of  the 
court,  though  he  (till  fupported  their  meafures,  com- 
plained of  him  for  deferting  them.  Lord  North  now 
catched  hold  of  the  helm,  where  we  will  find  him  fleer- 
ing the  veffel  of  (late  through  the  greatefi  part  of  this 
hiftory  ; with  what  fuccefs,  the  period  of  his  political 

career. 


lieve  that  your  Majefty  can 
flight  the  defires  of  your  people, 
or  be  regardlels  of  their  affeftion. 
and  deaf  to  their  complaints.  Yet 
their  complaints  remain  unanhver- 
ed  ; their  injuries  are  confirmed  ; 
and  the  only  judge  removeablc  at 
the  plcafure  otlbe  crown,  has  been 
difmiffed  from  his  high  office,  for 
defending  in  parliament,  the  law 
and  thtconftitution. 


We,  therefore,  venture  once 
frio're  tb  add  re  Is  ourlelves  to  your 
Majefty,  as  to  the  father  of  your 


our  grievances ; and  we  repeat  our 
application  with  die  greater  pro- 
priety, becaufe  we  fee  the  inftru- 
ments  of  our  wrongs,  who  have 


Charles  the  firft  ; or  thedifpenfing 
power  aflumed  by  James  the  fe- 
cond. A deed,  which  muft  vitiate 
all  the  future  proceedings  of  this 
parliament,  for  the  ads  of  the  1c- 
giflature  itfclf  can  no  more  be  valid 
whhouta  legal  Houfe  of  Commons, 
than  without  a legal  prince  upon 
the  throne. 

Reprelentativcs  of  the  people  are 
effemial  to  the  making  of  laws,  and 
there  is  a time  when  it  is  morally 
demonftrable,  that  men  ceafe  to 
be  reprefentatives;  that  time  is 
now  arrived  : Tbe  prefent  Houfe 
of  Commons  do  not  reprefeut  tbe 
people. 

We  owe  to  your  Majefty,  an  o- 
bedtence  under  the  reftridions  of 
the  laws  for  the  calling  and  dura- 


carried  into  execution  the  mca- 
fures  of  whiih  we  complain,  more 
particularly  diftinguifhed  by  your 
Majefty's  royal  bounty  and  fa- 
vour. 

Under  the  ftme  fecret  and 
malign  influence,  which  through 
each  fucccflive  admlniftration  has 
defeated  every  good,  and  fttggelled 
every  bad  intention,  the  majority 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  have  de- 
prived your  people  of  their  deareft 
rights. 

I hey  have  done  a deed  more 
ruinous  in  its  confi-quenccs  than 
the  levying  of  fhip  money  by 


tion  of  parliaments  ; and  your  Ma- 
jefty owes  to  us,  that  our  teprefen- 
tation,  free  from  the  force  of  arms 
or  corrupiion,  ilniuld  be  preferred 
to  us  in  parliament.  It  was  for 
this  we  fuccefsfully  Struggled  un- 
der James  the  fecond  ; ior  this  wc 
fcated,  and  have  faithfully  fupport- 
ed your  Majefty’s  family  on  the 
throne  ; 1 he  people  have  been  in- 
variably uniform  in  their  objed, 
though  the  different  mode  of  attack 
has  called  tor  a different  defence. 

Under  James  the  fecond,  they 
complained  that  the  fitting  of  par- 
liament was  interrupted,  becaufe 

at 
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Career,  and  the  matters ' of'  faift  wilt  declare.  : The 
debates  concerning  domCftic  affix's  had  b ten  fo  warm- 
ly agitated,  that  American  affairs  which  ha'd  been  re- 
commended hi  his  Majefty’s  fj>eedh,  had  hitherto  beeu 
overlooked.  It  was  not  now  to  be  exp&fted,  confi- 
dering  the  temper  of  the  miniflry  with  regard  to  af- 
fairs at  home,  that  the  colonifts  who  were  hiiifting 
tipon  the  fame  privileges,  Would  find  much  favour. 

Upon  the  5th  of  March,  the  rrtinhter,  however, 
•thought  proper  to  bring  itr  a bill  for  a 'repeal  of  fo 
' much 


it  was  rrot  corruptly  fuhfervicnt  to 
his  defigi  s : We  Complain  now, 
that  the  fitting  of  this  parliament 
is  not  interrupted,  hecaufe  if  ts 
coiTtiptcdly  fubfervieitt  to  the  de- 
figns  of  your  Majcftjr’s  minifters. 
Had  the  parliament,  under  James 
the  fecond,  been  as  fubmiflive  to 
liis  commands,  as  the  parliament 
is  at  this  day  to  the  dictates  of  a 
minifter ; inftcad  of  clamours  for 
its  meeting,  the  nation  would  have 
rung,  as  now,  with  outciies  for  its 
elifToltftioti. 

The  forms  of  the  conftitntion, 
like  thofe  of  religion,  were  not  C- 
ftablifhed  for  the  team's  like,  but 
for  the  fubflancc  ; and  we  call 
GOD  and  men  to  witnefs,  that  as 
we  do  not  owe  our  liberty  to  thofe 
‘nice  and  fubtle  diflindlicns,  which 
places  and  petitions,  and  lucrative 
employments  have  invented  ; fo 
neither  wifi  we  be  deprived  of  it 
by  them  ; but  as  it  was  gained  by 
the  Item  virthe  of  our  aricerfors, 
by  the  virtue  of  their  defeendants 
it  (hall  be  prefcrvrd. 

Since,  therefore,  the  mifdeeds  of 
your  Maiefty’s  rfiinifiers,  in  viola- 
ting the  freedom  of  elcftjon,  and 
depraving  the  noble  conOttutionof 
parliaments  are  notorious,  as  well 
as  fubverlive  of  the  fundamental 
laws  and  liberties  of  this  realm  ; 
and  fince  your  Majflly,  both  in 
honour  and  jofticc,  is  obliged  in- 


violably to  prefbrve  them,  accord- 
ing tO'th'e  oaih  made  to  GOD  aii'd 
your  fnbjcdts  at  your  coronation  ; 
'We  your  Maje(lj*S  remonfbauts 
a flu  re  ourfelves,  that  your  Maje/ty 
will  rtllore  the  conlUtutional  go- 
veiument  and  ffuiet  of  your  peo-  . 
pie,  by  diirolving  this  parliament, 
and  removing  tliOft  evl  mimfiers 
fOr  ever  from  your  councils. 

Hit  Mfijejly's  Ai  fiver,  delivered  the 
Hth  0/  March,  1770. 

I (hall  always  be  ready  to  receive , 
the  rujuefts,  atid  to  liften  to  the 
complaints  of  my  fubjeds  ; but  it 
gives  me  great  concern,  to  find  that 
any  cf  them  fhotild  have  been  fo 
fa  r mifled  as  to  offer  me  an  add  refs 
and  remonftrance,  the  contents  of 
which  I cannot  hut  confider  as  dif- 
refpeflful  to  me,  injurious  to  my 
parliament.  and  irrecondltable  to 
the  principle1,  of  the  ccnllitutionv 

1 have  ever  made  the  law  of  the 
land  the  rule  of  nty  conduct,  e 
fleemiilg  it  my  chief  glory  to  reign 
oetafree  people.  With  this  view, 

1 have  always  been  careful,  as  well 
to  execute  taithfally  the  trulf  repo- 
fed  in  me,  as  to  avoid  even  the  ap- 
pearance Of  invading  any  of  thofe 
powers  which  the  cojiftitution  has 
placed  in  other  hands.  It  is  only 
by  perfever  ng  in  fuch  conduct, 
that  1 can  either  difeharge  my  own 
duty,  or  fecure  to  my  fubjeas  the 
' fret 
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much  of  the  late  aft  paffed  in  the  feventh  of  the  pre- 
fent  reign,  as  related,  to  the  impofmgof  a duty  upon 
paper,  painters  colours,  and  glafs  ; the  tax  upon  tea, 
which  was  laid  on  by  the  fame  aft,  being  ftill  to  be 
continued.  The  reafons  given  for  this  repeal  were, 
that  the  aft  had  been  the  occafion  of  dangerous  com- 
binations on  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic,  and  had 
created  difcontents  at  home  among  the  merchants  tra- 
ding to  thofe  parts,  which  made  the  repealing  of  the 
aft  a matter  of  ferious  confideration.  This  faid  little 
for  the  wifdom  of  the  legiflature,  in  p ailing  a law, 
which  in  its  own  nature  could  not  but  give  general 
difcontent  and  commotion  among  the  fubjefts.  It 
would  appear  that  the  minifter  did  not  intend  to  pur- 
fue  the  principles  of  confiftency  when  he  repealed 
only  part  of  that  aft,  and  condemned  the  whole  of  it, 
as  inconfiftent  with  true  wifdom,  and  the  charafter  of 
the  Britifh  legiflature.  The  colonifts  had  as  great  an 

E e objection 

free enjoymcntofthoferights  which  and  family,  ormdreready  to  facri- 
my  family  were  called  to  defend,  lice  their  jives  and  fortunes  in  the 
and,  while  I adt  upon  thefe  prin-  maintenance  of  the  true  honor  and 
ciples,  I fball  have  a right  to  ex-  dignity  of  your  crown, 
pedt,  and  I am  confident  I ftiall  We  do,  therefore,  with  the  great- 
continue  to  receive,  the  fteady  and  eft  humility  and  fubmiffion,  moft 
affedtionate  fupport  of  my  people,  earneftly  fupplicate  your  Majefty, 

that  you  will  not  difmifs  us  from 
. BECKFORD’s  Speech.  your  prefence,  without  exprefling 
Mo/l  Gracious  Sovereign,  a more  favourable  opinion  of  your 

Will  your  Majefty  be  pleafed  io  faithful  Citizens;  and  without  forae 
far  to  condefcend  as  to  permit  the  profpeft,  at  leait  of  redrel's. 

Mayor  of  your  loyal  city  of  Lon-  Permit  me.  Sire,  farther  to  ob- 
don,  to  declare  in  Vour  royal  pre-  ferve,  that  whoever  has  already 
fence,  on  behalf  of  his  fellow  citi-  dared,  or  fhaii  hereafter  endeavour 
•zens,  how  much  the  bare  appre-  by  faife  intinuations  and  fug- 
henlion  of  your  Majefty’s  difpiea-  geftions,  to  alienate  your  Majefty's 
furc  would  at  all  times  afledt  their  alfedtions  from  your  oyat  fubjedta 
minds.  Thd  declaration  of  that  in  general,  and  from  the  • iry  of 
difpleafurc,  has  already  filled  them  London  in  paricular,  and  to  with- 
with  iriexprelibh.'  anxiety,  and  draw  your  confidence  in,  and  rc- 
with  the  deepeft  affliction.  Permit  gard  for  yotlr  people,  is  an  enemy 
me.  Sire,  to  affme  your  Majeftv,  to  your  Majefty’s  perlon  and  fami- 
that  your  Majefty  has  not  in  all  ]y,  a v olator  of  the  public  peace, 
your  dominions  any  fubjefts  more  and  a betrayer  of  our  happy  con- 
faithful.  more  dutiful,  or  more  af-  ltitution,  as  it  was  eftabliihed  at 
fedtionate  to  yourMijefty’sperfon  the  glorious  revolution. 
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objeftion  to  the  authority  that  had  laid  a duty  on  teas, 
■as  that  which  laid  a duty  upon  paper  and  glafs.  They 
confidered  the  authority,  impofing  fuch  duties  upon 
them  without  thrir  consent,  as  illegal  and  oppreffive, 
and  were  not  willing  ro  admit  a claim'  of  the  Englifit 
legrdattire,  that  denied  them  the  common  rights  of 
ether  fubjefts.  They  inferred,  if  this  claim  Was  ad- 
mitted or  complied  with,  that  a parliament  which  lay 
at  fuch  a drftance  from  them,  were  in  a great  mea- 
fure  ignorant  of  their  ftrength,  and  whofe  intereft  it 
Was  to  eafe  themfefves  by  oppreffing  of  them,  would 
never  come  to  aa  end  in  their  requifitrons,  as  long  as 
- they  could  find  any  thing  to'tax  in  the  colonies.  They 
therefdre  confidered  the  partial  repeal  of  the  aft  as 
no  favour,  while  the  parliament  infilled  upon  their  ■ 
taxing  them  when  they  pieafed.  Thofe  in  the  oppo- 
iition  reafoned  much  upon  the  fame  principles;  hat  alfo 
added  that  it  would  be  a real  injury  to  Great  Britain, 
and  prevent  the  colonifts  from  buying  our  manufac- 
tures, which  would  bring  On  diftrefs  at  home,  as  well 
as  on  the  other  fide  the  Atlantic.  They  gave  inftances 
how  much  the  exports  to  America  had  fallen  fhort 
in  the  fpace  of  two  years ; that  in  1768  they  had  ex- 
ceeded 1769  no  lefs  than  the  prodigious  fum  of 
744,000!.  they  amountingin  the  former  to  2,378,000b 
and  in  the  latter  to  1,634,000-  This  was  a convin- 
cing proof  of  the  operation  of  thofe  new  laws  that 
had  given  rife  to  the  difturbances  in  the  colonifts. 
The  miniftry  feemed  to  think  light  of  all  this,  and  en- 
deavoured to  account  for  this  difference  upon  a plan 
of  their  own,  which  they  could  not  but  fee  was  fala- 
cious  and  abfurd.  They  laid  the  difference  was  ac- 
counted for,  by  fuppofing  that  the  non-importatiou 
which  enfued  was  forefeen  by  the  importers,  and 
that  they  had  laid  in  a double  quantity  of  goods.  This 
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was  fpea.king  at  random,  without  any  certainty,  and 
the  true  account  might  have  been  discovered,  by  ex* 
amining  the  exports  before  the  conteft  began,  which 
? would  have  led  them  to  have  made  a better  eftimate. 
The  oppofition,  argued  againfl:  the  tea  aft,  from  the 
inutility  thereof ; they  affirmed  that  it  would  produce 
little  advantage  to  this  nation,  and  would  be  a fource 
of  perpetual  difcontent  to  the  colonies  : that  by  the 
keeping  up  the  eftablilhment  of  cuftom-houfes  for 
that  trifling  tax,  we  would  opprefs  the  Americans 
without  any  real  advantage : that  thefe  voracious  of- 
ficers and  their  dependents  would  eat  up  the  whole 
revenue  that  arofe  from  the  duty,  and  where  then 
would  be  the  profit  ? — That  the  tea  duty  would  not 
pay  tfye  charge  of  collefting  it.  It  is  manifeft  that 
this  aft  could  have  no  other  objeft  except  dominion  ; 
for  inftead  of  being  any  advantage  te  government  or 
this  country,  it  wras  a real  difadvantage.  It  was 
heaping  charges  upon  the  mother  country,  to  colleft 
from  the  colonies  what  w’ould  not  pay  the  colleftors, 
on  which  account  the  people  at  home  would  have 
that  deficiency  to  njake  up.  There  could  no  politi- 
cal end  be  anfwered  by  it,  except  one,  and  that  is  to 
provoke  the  colonies  to  rebellion,  with  an  intention  to. 
feize  upon  their  pofleffions.  If  men  are  not  infatuated 
* with  the  ftrongeft  partiality,  they  can  find  no  other 
reafon  for  continuing  this  part  of  the  aft.  after  they 
had  repealed  the  other  parts  of  it.  Supremacy  feems 
to  have  been  the  leading  idea  with  the  miniftry,  which 
of  itfelf  is  fo  mean  and  foolilh,  that  even  folly  itfelf 
would  be  afliamcd  of  it,  when  there  is  no  moral  or 
political  end  to  be  anfwered  thereby.  For  one  coun- 
try to  claim  dominion  over  another  at  fo  great  a di- 
ftance,  would  require  the  legiflature  both  to  be  ora- 
ttifcient  and  omnipotent.  It  tvas  certainly  ftjfficie»t 

tor- 
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for  Britain  to  live  in  friendfliip  with  their  brethren 
under  the  fame  fcvereign,  and  fuffer  each  other  to  be 
their  own  legiflators,  walking  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  their  firft  conftitution.  But  fuch  manucevres 
of  government  have  not  been  uncommon  in  the  world; 
nations  often  ftretch  their  power  and  authority,  till 
by  proceeding  too  far  their  government  is  defpifed. 

The  government  was  now  pofitively  bent  upon  pur- 
fuing  the  principles  of  dominion  and  fupremacy,  and 
determined  to  fupport  the  tea  aft  at  all  events.  The 
colonifts  who  were  well  informed  of  all  the  proceedings 
of  our  parliament,  which  they  conlidered  as  the  real 
deeds  of  the  court,  and  the  miniftry,  grew  more  and 
more  obftinate  in  their  oppofition,  and  were  not  de- 
termined to  comply  with  ftatutes,  which  they  confi- 
dered  as  direftly  contrary  to  their  natural  rights  and 
the  pofitive  laws  of  the  Britilh  empire.  The  whole 
American  continent  was  in  a ftate  of  the  utmoft  agi- 
tation, and  nothing  was  to  be  feen  but  deep  concern, 
commotion,  and  forrow  throughout  the  colonies. 

Upon  the  1 2th  of  March,  a mod  dreadful  fray  hap- 
pened between  the  foldiers  of  the  twenty-ninth  regi- 
ment and  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton,  in  which  feveral 
people  Ipft  their,  lives,  and  the  whole  city  was  thrown 
into  the  utmoft  confufion.  The  reports  concerning 
this  dreadful  riot  have  been  fo  various  and  contradic- 
tory, that  it  is  difficult  to  difcover  the  truth  from 
fuch  difcordant  reprefentations.  The  military  who 
had  been  fent  to  Bofton  by  the  authority  of  govern- 
ment, to  enforce  the  new  laws,  arrived  in  that  city 
with  the  ftrongeft  impreffions  of  their  being  fent  there 
to  quell  an  aftual  rebellion. , They  therefore  be- 
gan to  ufe  freedoms  inconfiftent  with  the  rules  of 
peace,  and  the  tranquility  of  that  city.  Their  beha- 
viour gave  great  offence  to  the  citizens,  who  were 
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not  a little  prejudiced  againft  them,  from  the  confi- 
deration  that  they  were  fent  there,  to  be  a check  up- 
on their  liberties.  It  was  not  that  the  officers  were 
guilty  of  any  difrefpe&  to  the  inhabitants,  but  did  aU 
that  was  in  their  power  to  promote  a good  under- 
handing between  the  foldiers  and  rhe  townfmen.  But 
thofe  who  know  the  compofition  of  Britiffi  regiments 
in  thefe  modern  times,  will  eafily  perceive  that  it  is 
no  eafy  talk  to  retrain  them  from  outrage  when  they 
have  the  fmalleft  occalipn  to  exert  their  powers.  A 
colle&ipn  of  men  gathered,  not  only  from  the  loweft. 
but  thebafeft  of  the  people,  who  have  nothing  to  re- 
strain them  but  military  difcipline,  and  who  always 
confider  themfelves  in  an  eneipy’s  country,  where  e, 

. yer  they  are,  will  always  be  ready  upon  the  fmalleft 
relaxation  of  command,  to  fail  into  extravagances. 
By  comparing  the  accounts  given  by  Captain  Prefton 
and  that  from  Bpfton,  it  appears  that  the  foldiers  had 
not  behayed  orderly,  nor  the  townfmen  very  dif- 
creetly.  The  private  quarrels  of  individuals  fftoa 
grew  to  open  outrage,  and  the  collifion  of  oppofite 
parties,  kindled  a flame  that  was  not  eafily  quenched, 
The  foldiers  paraded  the  ftreets  with  drawn  cutlaffes 
and  bayonets,  aild  the  people  provoked  them  with  in- 
tuits, and  opprobrious  fpeeches.  The  foldiers  con- 
lidered  the  people  to  be  rebels,  and  behaved  to  them 
accordingly,  and  the  citizens  looked  upon  them  as  a 
banditti  of  oppreffors,  fent  by  government  to  enflave 
them.  It  was  np  wonder  that  people  infpired  with 
fuch  different  fentimeqts  ffiould  nor  agree. 

When  once  matters  are  carried  fo  far  as  to  iffue  in 
fhedding  of  blood,  it  is  not  an  eafy  talk  to  reconcile 
the  contending  parties.  Though  the  lieutenant-gover- 
nor, the  magiftrates,  and  other  officers  did  all  that  was 
in  their  power  to  fatisfy  the  people;  yet  the  remem- 
brance 
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brance  of  their  flaughtered  friends  put  them  into 
fuch  a ftate  of  agitation,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  re- 
concile their  minds  to  the  military.  They  interpre- 
ted this  tranfa&ion  as  only  a prelude  to  the  enforcing 
of  laws  by  military  execution,  when  once  the  govern- 
ment had  perfected  their  meafures ; and  the  reft  of 
the  colonies  pretended  to  fee  their  own  fate  in  what 
had  now  happened  at  Bofton.  This  unhappy  com- 
motion was  the  occafion  of  more  evils,  both  to  the 
government  and  the  colonies  ; for  as  the  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  fafts  were  coloured  on  both  Tides  in  the 
ftrongell  manner,  it  left  impreffions  upon  the  minds 
of  the  partizans,  which  were  not  eafijy  effaced.  The 
controverfy  at  home  concerning  the  fame  fubjefts, 
added  additional  fuel  to  the  flame  of  contention,  and 
the  fecret  mauucevres  of  government,  to  difappoint 
the  efforts  of  thofe  that  were  ftruggling  for  liberty, 
being  fometimes  difcovered,  encreafed  the  violence 
of  oppofition.  The  houfe  of  affembly  of  South  Ca- 
rolina had  voted  the  fum  of  1 500  1.  fterling  to  the  fo- 
ciety  of  the  bill  of  rights,  which  was  oppofed  by  the 
lieutenant-governor,  in  confequence  of  inftruftions 
from  the  miniftry  in  England.  Copies  of  the  letters 
from  England  were  demanded  by  the  affembly,  but 
were  refufed  by  the  lieutenant-governor,  which  crea- 
ted great  difguft  in  the  province.  Provoked  with  this 
interference  of  the  crown  ; they  were  determined  to 
fliew  their  oppofition  more  openly ; and  agreed  to 
ftop  all  commercial  intercoufe  with  New  York,  on 
account  of  that  province  breaking  the  non-importa- 
tion agreement.  This  and  other  public  deeds  of  le- 
giflative  bodies,  animated  thofe  who  wrere  more  cool 
in  the  oppofition,  and  by  degrees  made  all  the  colo- 
nies unite  in  one  common  caufe.  It  is  difficult  to  af- 
eertain  what  is  the  whole  truth  in  this  controverfy, 
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but  the  reader  will  judge  for  himfelf  when  he  reads 
the  accounts  of  both  parties,  which  fhall  be  left  to 
his  confideration. 

v * ' • .* 

A Letter  from  Bofton  fcts  this  matter  in  a true  light. 

On  the  evening  of  Monday  being  the  5th  of  March, 
feveral  foldiers  of  the  29th  regiment  were  feen  para- 
ding the  ftreets  with  their  drawn  cutlaffes  and  bayo- 
nets, abuiing  and  wounding  numbers  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. 

A few  minutes  after  nine  o’clock,  four  youths, 
named  Edward  Archbald,  William  Merchant,  Fran- 
cis Archbald,  and  John  Leech,  jun.  came  down  Corn- 
hill  together,  and  feparating  at  Dr  Loririg’s  corner, 
the  two  former,  in  palling  a narrow  alley,  where  a 
foldier  was  brandilhing  a broad  fword,  of  an  uncom- 
mon fize,  againft  the  w’alls,  out  of  which  he  llruck 
fire  plentifully,  and  a perfon  of  a mean  countenance, 
armed  with  a large  cudgel,  by  him,  Edward  Arch- 
bald  bid  Mr  Merchant  take  care  of  the  fword,  on 
which  the  foldier  turned  round,  llruck  Archbald  cm 
the  arm,  and  then  puihed  at  Merchant.  Merchant 
then  llruck  the  foldier  with  a fhort  flick,  and  the  o- 
ther  perfon  ran  to  the  barrack,  and  brought  with  him 
two  foldiers,  one  armed  writh  a pair  of  tongs,  the  o- 
ther  with  a {hovel ; he  with  the  tongs  purfued  Arch- 
bald  through  the  alley,  collarred  and  laid  him  over 
the  head  with  the  tongs.  The  noifc  brought  people 
together,  and  John  Hicks,  a young  lad,  corning  up, 
knocked  the  foldier  down,  but  let  him  up  again;  and 
more  lads  gathering,  drove  them  back  to  the  bar- 
rack, wThefe  the  boys  flood  fome  time  as  it  were  t,o 
keep  them  in.  In  lefs  than  a minute  ten  or  twelve 
foldiers  came  out,  with  drawn  cutlaffes,  clubs,  and 
bayonets,  and  fet  upon  the  unarmed  boys,  who,  find- 
ing 
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ing  the  inequality  of  their  equipment,  difperfed.  On 
hearing  the  noife,  one  Samuel  Atwood  came  up  to 
fee  what  was  the  matter,  and  met  the  foldiers  afore  - 
faid  rufliing  down  the  alley,  and  alked  them  if  they 
intended  to  murder  people  ? they  anfwered.  Yes,  by 
G — <1,  root  and  branch  ! with  that  one  of  them  (truck 
Mr  Atwood  with  a club,  which  was  repeated  by  ano- 
ther, and,  being  unarmed*  he  turned  to  go  off,  and 
received  a wound  on  the  left  fhoulder,  which  reach- 
ed the  bone.  Retreating  a few  fteps,  Mr  Atwood 
met  two  officers*  and  faid,  Gentlemen,  what  is  the 
matter  ? they  anfwered,  you’ll  fee  by  and  by.  Imme- 
diately after,  thefe  heroes  appeared  in  the  fquare, 
alking  where  were  the  boogers  ? where  were  the 
cowards  ? Thirty  or  forty  perfons,  moftly  lads,  being 
by  this  means  gathered  in  King-ftreet,  Captain  Pref- 
ton,  with  a party  of  men  with  charged  bayonets,  came 
from  the  main -guard,  and  taking  their  ftations  by  the 
cuftom-houfe,  began  to  puffi  and  drive  the  people  off, 
pricking  fome,  and  threatening  others  ; on  which  the 
people  grew  clamorous,  and,  it  is  faid,  threw  fnow- 
balls.  On  this  the  captain  commanded  his  men  to 
fire,  and  more  lnow-balls  coming,  he  again  faid,  d — n 
you,  fire,  be  the  confequence  what  it  will ! — One  fol- 
dier  then  fired,  and  a townfman,  with  a cudgel  ftruck 
him  over  the  hands  with  fuch  force  that  he  dropt  his 
firelock,  and,  rufliing  forward,  aimed  a blow  at  the 
captain’s  head,  which  grazed  his  hat,  and  fell  pretty 
heavy  upon  his  arm,  however,  the  foldiers  continu- 
ed the  fire,  fucceffively,  till  feven  or  eight,  or,  as 
fome  fay,  eleven  guns  were  difcharged. 

By  this  fatal  manoeuvre,  feveral  were  laid  dead  on 
the  fpot,  and  fome  lay  flruggling  for  life  ; but  what 
{hewed  a degree  of  cruelty  unknown  to  Britifh  troops, 
at  leaft  fince  the  houfe  of  Hanover  has  directed  their 

operations,' 
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operations,  was  an  attempt  to  fire  upon,  or  dab  with 
i their  bayonets,  the  perfons  who  undertook  to  remove 
the  fiain  and  wounded  ! At  length, 

Mr  Benjamin  Leigh,  of  the  Delph  Manufactory, 
came  up,  and  after  fome  cOnverfation  with  Captain 
Brefton,  relative  to  hts  conduft,  advifed  him  to  draw 
off  his  men ; with  which  he  complied. 

The  dead  are  Mr  Samuel  Cray,  killed  on  the  fpot, 
the  ball  entering  his  head  and  beating  ofFa  large  por- 
tion of  his  lkull. 

A mulatto  man,  named  Crifpus  Attucks,  born  in 
Framingham,  who  was  here  in  ordarto  go  for  North 
Carolina,  alfo  killed  inftantly : two  balls  entering  his 
bread,  one  of  them  in  fpecial  goring  the  right  lobe 
of  the  lungs,  and  a great  part  of  the  liver  mod  hor-' 
ribly. 

Mr  James  Caldwell*  mate  of  Captain  Morton’s  vefr 
Tel,  in  like  manner  killed  by  two  balls  entering  his 
back. 

Mr  Samuel  Maverick,  a promifing  youth  of  feven- 
teen  years  of  age,  fon  of  the  widow  Maverick,  tnor- 
taily  wounded  ; a ball  went  through  his  belly,  and 
was  cut  out  at  his  back : he  died  the  next  morning. 

A lad,  named  Chridopher  Monk,  about  feventeen 
years  of  age,  apprentice  to  Mr  Walker,  fliipwright, 
wounded  ; a ball  entered  his  back  about  four  inches 
above  the  left  kidney,  near  the  fpine,  and  was  cut  out 
of  the  bread  on  the  fame  fide  ; apprehended  he  will  die. 

A lad,  named  John  Clark,  about  feventeen  years 
of  age,  whofe  parents  live  at  Medford,  wounded  ; a 
ball  entered  jud  below  his  groin  and  came  out  at  his 
hip,  on  the  oppofite  fide  ; apprehended  he  will  die. 

Mr  Edward  Payne,  of  this  town,  merchant,  hand- 
ing at  his  entry  door,  received  a bail  in  Jus  arm,  which 
Shattered  fome  of  the  bones. 

F f Mv  * 
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Mr  John  Green,  taylor,  coming  up  Leverett’s^ 
lane,  received  a ball  juft  under  his  hip,  and  lodged 
in  the  under  part  of  his  thigh,  which  was  extra&ed. 

Mr  Robert  Patterfon,  a fea-faring  man,  wounded ; 
a ball  went  through  his  right  arm,  and  he'"fuffered 
great  loft  of  blood-. 

Mr  Patrick  Carr,  about  thirty  years  of  age,  who 
worked  with  Mr  Field,  leather  breeches  maker,  iri 
Queen-ftreet,  wounded  ; a ball  entered  near  his  hip 
and  went  out  at  his  fide. 

A lad  named  David  Parker,  an  apprentice  to  Mr 
Eddy  the  wheelwright,  wounded  ; a ball  entered  his 
thigh. 

The  people  were  immediately  alarmed  with  the  re- 
port of  this  horrid  maffacre,  the  bells  were  fet  a ring- 
ing, and  great  numbers  foon  affembled  at  the  place 
where  this  tragical  feene  had  been  afted;  their  feel- 
ings may  be  better  conceived  than  exprefled ; and 
while  fome  were  taking  care  of  the  dead  and  wound- 
ed, the  reft  were  in  confultation  what  to  do  in  thofe 
dreadful  circumftances.  But  fo  little  intimidated  were 
they,  notwithftaiiding  their  being  within  a few  yards 
of  the  main-guard,  and  feeing  the  2gth  regiment  un- 
der arms,  and  drawn  up  in  King-ftreet,  that  they  kept 
their  ftation,  and  appeared,  as  an  officer  of  rank  ex- 
preffed  it,  ready  to  rnn  upon  the  very  muzzles  of  their 
muikets.  The  lieutenant-governor  foon  came  into  the 
town-houfe,  and  there  met  fome  of  his  Majefty’s  coun- 
cil, and  a number  of  civil  magiftrates  ; a confiderable 
body  of  the  people  immediately  entered  the  council- 
chamber,  and  expfeffed  themfelves  to  his  honour  with, 
a freedom  and  warmth  becoming  the  occafion.  He 
ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  pacify  them,  requeftins* 
that  they  would  let  the  matter  fubfide  for  the  night, 
and  promifingto  do  all  in  his  power  that  juftice  fhould 
be  done,  and  the  law  hate  its  courfe  ; men  o-f  influ- 
ence 
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ence  and  weight  with  the  people  were  not  wanting 
on  their  part  to  procure  their  compliance,  by  repre- 
senting the  horrible  confequence  of  a promifcuous 
and  raih  engagement  in  the  night.  The  inhabitants 
attended  to  thefe  fuggeftions,  and  the  reginaent  un- 
der arms  being  ordered  to  their  barracks,  they  Sepa- 
rated and  returned  to  their  dwellings  by  one  o’clock. 

At  three  o’clock  Captain  Prefton  was  committed  to 
prifon,  as  were  the  Soldiers  who  fired,  a few  hours  af- 
ter him. 

Tuefday  morning  prefented  a moll  Ihocking  Scene, 
the  blood  of  our  fellow- citizens,  running  like  Water  • 
through  King-ftreet,  and  the  merchants  Exchange, 
the  principal  Spot  of  the  military  parade  for  about  18 
months  pad.  Our  blood  might  alfo  be  tracked  up  to  . 
the  head  of  Long  Lane,  and  through  divers  other 
ftreets  and  paffages.  - . 

At  eleven  o’clock  the  inhabitants  met  at  Faneuil- 
liall,  and  after  Some  animated  Speeches,  they  chofe  a 
Committee  of  fifteen  refpeftable  gentlemen  to  wait 
upon  the  lieutenant-governor  in  council,  to  requell  of 
him  to  iffue  his  orders  for  the  immediate  removal  pf 
the  troops. 

Their  Mejfage  wejs, 

“ That  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  this  meeting, 
that  the  inhabitants  and  Soldiery  can  no  longer  live  to- 
gether in  Safety ; that  nothing  can  rationally  be  ex- 
pected to  rellore  the  peace  of  the  town,  and  prevent 
further  blood  and  carnage,  but  the  immediate  removal, 
of  the  troops  ; and  that  we  therefore  moll  fervently 
pray  his  honour  that  his  power  and  influence  may  be 
exerted  for  their  inllant  removal.”' 

The  Governor  replied : 

“ I am  extremely  forry  for  the  unhappy  differences, 
between  the  inhabitants  and  troops;  and  ©Specially 
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for  the  aftion  of  the  Jaft  evening,  »qd  1 have  exerted 
myfelf  upon  that  occafion  that  a due  enquiry  may  be 
made,  and  that  the  law  may  have  its  courfe.  I have 
in  council  confulted  with  the  commanding  officers  q£ 
the  two  regiments  who  are  in  the  town.  T hey  have 
their  orders  from  the  general  at  New- York.  It  is 
not  in  my  power  co  countermand  thofe  orders.  The 
council  have  defired  that  the  two  regiments  may  be 
removed  to  the  caftie.  From  the  particular'concern 
which  the  29th  regiment  has  had  in  your  differences. 
Colonel  Dalrymple,  who  is  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  troops,  has  fignified  that  that  regiment  lhalj, 
without  delay,  be  placed  in  the  barracks  at  the  Caftie;, 
until  he  can  fend  to  the  general  and  receive  his  fur- 
ther orders  concerning  both  the' regiments,  and  that 
the  main-guard  fhall  be  removed,  and  the  14th  regi- 
ment fo  difpofed  and  laid  under  fuch  reltraint,  that  all 
occafion  of  future  dillurbances  may  be  prevented.'’ 

The  foregoing  reply  having  been  read  and  fully 
confidered— the  queftion  was  put.  Whether  the  re- 
port be  fatisfaftory  ? It  paffed  ia  the  negative  (only  one 
diffentient)  out  of  upwards  of  4000  voters. 

It  was  then  moved,  that  John  Hancock,  Efq;  Mr 
Samuel  Adams,  Mr  William  Molineux,  William  Phil- 
lips, Efq;  Dr  Jofeph  Warren,  Jolhua  Henlhaw,  Efq; 
and  Samuel  Pemberton,  Efq;  be  a committee  to  wait 
on  his  Honour  the  I.ieutenant-governor,  and  inform 
him,  that  the  reply  made  to  the  vote  of  the  inhabitant* 
is  by  no  means  fatisfa&ory ; and  that  nothing  lefs  will 
fatisfy  them,  than  a total  and  immediate  removal  of  all 
the  troops. 

The  committee  having  waited  upon  the  lieutenant- 
governor,  his  Honour  laid  before  the  board  a vote  of 
the  town  of  Boflon,  paffed  this  afternoon,  and  thetv 
^Idreffed  the  bo^rd  as  follows : 

“ I 
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“ I lay  before  you  a vote  of  the  town  of  Bolton, 
which  I have  juft  now  received  from  them,  and  l now 
alk  yoyr  advice,  what  you  judge  tjecelfary  to  be  done 
upon  it.” 

The  council  thereupon  expreffed  themfelves  to  be 
unanimoujly  of  opinion,  “ that  it  was  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  for  his  Majelty's  fervice,  the  good  order  of 
the  town,  and  the  peace  of  the  province,  that  the 
troops  fhoujd  be  immediately  removed  out  of  the 
town  of  Bolton ; with  which  opinion  Colonel  Dal- 
tymple  gave  his  word  of  honour  that  he  would  ac- 
quiefce.”  / 

Upon  the  above  report,  the  inhabitants  exprefled 
the  highelt  fatisfaftion ; and  after  meafures  were  ta- 
ken for  the  fecurity  of  the  town,  the  meeting  was  dif- 
folved. 

A molt  folemn  proceffion  was  made  through  Bo- 
lton at  the  funeral  of  the  four  murdered  youths.  On 
this  occafipn  all  the  (hops  were  Ihut  up,  all  the  bells 
in  the  town  were  ordered  to  toll,  as  were  thofe  in 
the  neighbouring  towns,  and  the  bpdies  that  moved 
from  different  -quarters  of  the  town,  met  at  the  fatal 
place  of  aftion,  and  were  carried  together  through 
the  main  Itreets,  followed  by  the  great eft  eoncourfe 
of  people  ever  known,  all  teflify ing  the  moll  fenfible 
grief,  to  a vault  provided  for  them  in  the  middle  of 
the  great  burying-ground. 

From  the  time  of  this  fatal  tragedy,  a military 
guard  of  town  militia  has  been  conftantly  kept  in  the 
town-houfe  and  town-prifon,  at  which  fome  of  the 
moll  refpe&able  citizens  have  done  duty  as  common 
foldiers. 

Ift  confequcncc  of  this  affair,  the  inhabitants  of — 
Roxburgh  petitioned  the  Lieutenant-governor  Hutch- 
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infon  to  remove  the  troops  from  Bofton ; and  recei- 
ved for  anfwer.  That  he  had  no  authority  to  order  the 
King's  troops  from  any  place  where  they  are  pofied  by  his 
Maje fly's  order;  at  the  fame  time  he  acquainted  th era 
with  what  had  been  done  with  the  concurrence  of 
the  commanding  officer. 

Captain  Prefton’s  own  account  will  fet  this  matter  in 
its  full  light. 

It  is  matter  of  too  great  notority  to  need  any  proofs, 
that  the  arrival  of  his  Majefty’s  troops  in  Bofton  was 
extremely  obnoxious  to  its  inhabitants.  They  have 
ever  ufed  all  means  in  their  power  to  weaken  the  re- 
giments, and  to  brjng  them  into  contempt,  by  promo- 
ting and  aiding  defertions,  and  with  impunity*  even 
where  there  has  been  the  cleared  evidence  of  the 
fail,  and  by  grofsly  and  falfely  propagating  uptruths 
concerning  them.  On  the  arrival  of  the  64th  and 
65th,  their  ardpur  feemingly  began  to  abate;  it  be- 
ing too  extenfive  to  bpy  off  fo  many  ; and  attempts 
of  that  kind  rendered  too  dangerous  from  the  num- 
bers. But  the  fame  fpirit  revived  immediately  on  its 
being  known  that  thofe  regiments  were  ordered  for 
IlaUifax,  and  hath  ever  fmce  their  departure  been 
breaking  out  with  greater  violence.  After  their  em- 
barkation, one  of  their  juftices,  thoroughly  acquaint- 
ed with  the  people  and  their  intentions,  on  the  trial, 
qf  the  1 4th  regiment,  openly  and  publicly,  in  the 
hearing  pf  great  numbers  of  people,  and  from  the 
feat  of  juftice,  declared,  “ that  the  foldiers  muft  now 
take  care  of  themfelves,  nor  trujt  too  much  to  their  arms , 
for  they  were  but  a handful ; that  the  inhabitants  car- 
ried weapons  concealed  under  their  doaths,  and  would 
deftroy  them  in  a moment  if  they  pleafed."  This, 
conftdering  the  malicious  temper  of  the  people,  was 
an  alarming  circumftance  to  the  foldiery.  Since  which 
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feveral  difputes  have  happened  between  the  towns- 
people and  foldiers  of  both  regiments,  the  former 
being  encouraged  thereto  by  the  countenance  of  even 
fome  of  the  magiflrates,  and  by  the  prote&ion  of  all 
the  party  agamft  government.  In  general  fuch  dif- 
putes have  been  kept  too  fecret  from  the  officers. 
On  the  2d  of  March,  two  of  the  29th  going  through 
one  Gray’s  rope-walk,  the  rope-makers  infultingly 
alked  them  if  they  would  empty  a vault.  This  un- 
fortunately had  the  defired  effect,  by  provoking  the 
foldiers,  and  from  words  they  went  to  blows.  Both 
parties  fuffered  in  this  affray,  and  finally  the  foldiers 
retired  to  their  quarters.  The  officers,  on  the  firft 
knowledge  of  this  tranfaftion,  took  every  precaution 
in  their  power  to  prevent  any  ill  confequences.  Not- 
withflanding  which,  firigle  quarrels  could  not  be  pre- 
vented ; the  inhabitants  conilantly  provoking  and 
abufing  the  foldiery.  The  infolence,  as  well  as  utter 
hatred  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  troops,  increafed  dai- 
ly ; infomuch,  that  Monday  and  Tuefday,  the  5th  and 
6th  inftant,  were  privately  agreed  on  for  a general 
engagement ; in  confequence  of  which,  feveral  of  the 
militia  came  from  the  country,  armed  to  join  their 
friends,  menacing  to  deftroy  any  who  ffiould  oppofe 
them.  This  plan  has  fince  been  difcovered. 

On  Monday  night,  about  eight  o’clock,  two  foldiers 
were  attacked  and  beat.  But  the  party  of  the  totvnf- 
people,  in  order  to  carry  matters  to  the  utmoft  length, 
broke  into  twro  meeting  houfcs  and  rang  the  alarm 
bells,  which  I fuppofed  was  for  fire  as  ufual,  but  was 
foon  undeceived.  About  nine  fome  of  the  guard  came 
to  and  informed  me,  that  the  town  inhabitants  were  aC- 
fembling  to  attack  the  troops,  and  that  the  bells  were 
ringing  as  the  fignat  for  that  purpofe,  and  not  for  fire, 
and  the  beacon  intended  to  be  fired  to  bring  in  the 
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tftftaht  people  Of  the  country.  This,  as  I was  captain 
of  the  day.  occafioned  my  repairing  immediately  id 
the  main-guard;  In  my  way  there  I faw  the  people 
in  great  commotion,  and  heard  them  ufe  the  molt 
cruel  and  horrid  threats  againft  the  troops.  In  a few 
minutes  after  I reached  the  guird,  about  an  hundred 
people  parted  it,  and  went  towards  the  Cuftom-houfe* 
where  the  King’s  money  is  lodged.  They  immedi- 
ately furrounded  the  centinel  ported  there,  and  with 
clubs  and  other  weapons  threatened  to  execute  their 
vengeance  on  him.  I was  foon  informed  by  a townf- 
man,  their  intention  was  to  carry  off  the  foldier  from 
his  port,  and  probably  murder  him.  On  which  1 de- 
fired  him  to  return  for  further  intelligence  ; and  he 
foon  came  back  and  affured  me  he  heard  the  mob  de- 
clare they  would  murder  him.  This  I feared  might 
be  a prelude  to  their  plundering  the  King’s  chert.  I 
immediately  fent  a non-commiffioned  officer  and 
twelve  men  to  proteft  both  the  centinel  and  the  King*s 
money,  and  very  foon  followed  myfelf,  to  prevent  (if 
poffible)  all  diforder  ; fearing  left  the  officer  and  fol- 
diery  by  the  infults  and  provocations  of  the  rioters 
ffiould  be  thrown  off  their  guard  and  commit  fome  rarti 
aft.  They  foon  rulhed  through  the  people,  and,  by 
charging  their  bayonets  in  half  circle,  kept  them  at  a 
little  diftanee.  Nay,  fo  far  was  I from  intending  the 
death  of  any  perfon,  that  I fuffered  the  trobps  to  go 
to  the  fpot  W'here  the  unhappy  affair  took  place,  with- 
out any  loading  in  their  pieces,  nor  did  I ever  give 
orders  for  loading  them.  This  remifs  conduft  in  me 
perhaps  merits  cenfure  ; yet  it  is  evidence*  refulting 
from  the  nature  of  things,  which  is  the  beft  and  fureft 
that  can  be  offered,  that  my  intention  was  not  to  aft 
Pffenfively,  but  the  contrary  part,  and  that  not  with- 
out compulfion.  The  mob  ftill  increafed,  and  were 

more 


Digitized-by  Google 


as* 


A.D.  tfjo.  THE  WAR  IN  AMERICA, 

more  outrages,  ftriking  their  clubs  or  bludgeons  one 
againft  another,  and  calling  out,  * Come  on,  you  Raf- 
cals,  you  bloody  Backs,  you  Lobfter  Scoundrels  ; 
fire  if  you  dare,  G—  damn  you,  fire  and  be  damn’d  ; 
We  know  you  dare  not and  much  more  fueh  lan- 
guage was  ufed.  At  this  time  I was  betVeen  the  fol- 
diers  and  the  mob,  parleying  With  and  endeavouring 
all  in  my  power  to  perfuade  them  to  retire  peaceably; 
but  to  no  purpofe.  They  advanced  to  the  pointsi  of 
the  bayonets,  ftruck  feme  of  them , arid  even  the  muz- 
zles of  the  pieces,  and  feemed  to  be  endeavouring  td 
clofe  with  the  foldiers.  On  which  fome  well-beha- 
ted  perfons  aiked  me  if  the  guns  were  charged ; I 
replied,  yes.  They  then  afked  me  if  1 intended  to 
or^ler  the  men  to  fire  ; I anfwered  no,  by  no  means  ; 
obfervirtg  tq  them,  that  I was  advanced  before  the 
muzzles  of  the  men’s  pieces,  and  muft  fall  a facrifice 
if  they  fired  ; and.that  the  foldiers  Were  upon  the  half- 
cock  and  charged  bayonets*  and  my  giving  the  word 
fire,  on  thofe  circuflamces,  would  prove  me  no  offi- 
cer. While  I was  thus  fpeaking,  one  of  the  foldiers; 
having  received  a fevere  blow  with  a flick,  ftepped  a 
little  on  one  fide,  and  iuftantly  fired  ; on  which  turnT 
ing  to,  and  aflcing  him  why  he  fired  without  orders,  I 
was  ftruck  with  a club  on  my  arm,  which  for  fome 
time  deprived  me  of  the  ufe  of  it ; which  blow,  had 
it  been  placed  on  my  head,  mod  brobably  would  have 
deftroyed  me.  On  this  a general  attack  was  made 
on  the  men  by  a great  number  of  heavy  clubs,  and 
fndw-balls  being  thrown  at  them,  by  which  all  our 
lives  were  in  imminent  danger ; fome  perfdns  at  the 
fame  time  from  behind  calling  out,  ‘ Damn  your 
bloods,  why  do  not  you  fire  ?’  Inftantly  three  or  four 
®f  the  foldiers  fired,  one  after  another,  and  direftly 
after  three  more  in  the  fame  confufion  and  hurry. 
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The  mob  then  ran  away,  except  three  unhappy 
men  who  inflantly  expired,  in  which  number  was  Mr 
Gray,  at  whofe  rope-walk  the  prior  quarrel  took 
place  ; one  more  is  fince  dead,  three  others  are  d an- 
ger o ally,  and  four  (lightly  wounded.  The  whole  of 
this  melancholy  affair  was  tranfa£fed  in  almofl  twenty 
minutes.  On  my  afking  the  foldiers  why  they  fired 
without  orders,  they  faid  they  heard  the  word  * Fire,’ 
and  feppofed  it  came  from  me.  This  might  be  the 
eafe,  as  many  of  the  mob  called  out,  * Fire,  fire,'  but 
I allured  the  men  that  l gave  no  fuch  order,  that  my 
words  were,  * Don't  fire,  flop  your  firing  In  fhort, 
k was  fcarce  pofiibfe  for  the  foldiers  to  know  who  faid 
fire,  or  don’t  fire,  or  flop  your  firing.  On  the  peo- 
ple’s affembling  again  to  take  away  the  dead  bodies, 
the  foldiers,  fuppofing  them  coming  to  attack  them, 
were  making  ready  to  fire  again,  which  I pretented 
by  finking  up  their  firelocks  with  my  hand.  Imme- 
diately after  a townfman  came  and  told  me,  that  4 or 
5000  people  were  aflembled  in  the  next  flreet,  and 
had  fworn  to  take  my  life  with  every  man’s  with  me  ; 
On  which  I judged  it  unfafe  to  remain  there  any  long- 
er, and  therefore  fent  the  party  and  centry  to  the 
main-guard,  and  when  they  arrived  there,  telling 
them  off  into  flreet  firings,  divided  and  planted  them 
at  each  end  of  the  flreet  to  fecure  their  rear,  mo- 
mently expefting  an  attack,  as  there  was  a conflant 
cry  of  the  inhabitants,  * To  arms,  to  arms — turn  out 
with  your  guns,'  and  the  town  drums  beating  to  arras. 
I ordered  my  drum  to  beat  to  arms,  and  being  foon  af- 
ter joined  by  the  different  companies  of  the  29th  re- 
giment, I formed  them  as  the  guard  into  flreet  firings. 
The  14th  regiment  alfo  gut  under  arms,  but  remain- 
ed at  their  barracks.  I immediately  fent  a ferjeant 
with  a party  to  Colonel  Dalrymple,  the  commanding 
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officer,  to  acquaint  him  with  every  particular.  Se- 
veral officers  going  to  join  their  regiment  were  knock- 
ed down  by  the  mob,  one  very  much  wounded,  and 
his  fword  taken  from  him.  The  lieutenant-governor 
and  Colonel  Carr,  were  foon  after  met  at  the  head 
of  the  aqth  regiment,  and  agreed  that  the  regiment 
fhould  retire  to  their  barracks,  and  the  people  to 
their  houfes ; but  I kept  the  piquet  to  ftrengthen  the 
guard.  It  was  with  great  difficulty  that  the  Lieute- 
nant-governor prevailed  on  the  people  to  be  quiet  and 
retire : at  laft  they  all  went  off,  excepting  about  a 
hundred. 

A council  was  immediately  called,  on  the  breaking 
up  of  which,  three  juftices  met,  and  iflued  a warrant 
to  apprehend  me  and  eight  foldiers.  On  hearing  of 
this  procedure,  I inftantly  went  to  the  file  riff,  and 
furrendered  myfelf,  though  for  the  fpace  of  four  hours 
I had  it  in  my  power  to  have  made  my  efcape,  which 
I moft  undoubtedly  fhould  have  attempted,  and  could 
eafily  have  executed,  had  } been  the  lead  confcious 
of  any  guilt.  On  the  examination  before  the  jufti- 
ces, two  witneffes  fwore  that  I gave  the  men  orders 
to  fire  •,  the  one  teftified  he  was  within  two  feet  of 
me;  the  other,  that  I fwore  at  the  men  for  not  firing 
at  the  firft  word.  Others  fwore  they  heard  me  ufe 
the  word,  fire ; but  whether  do  or  do  not  fire,  they 
could  not  fay ; others,  that  they  heard  the  word  fire, 
but  could  not  fay  if  it  came  from  me.  The  next  day 
they  got  five  or  fix  more  to  fwear  I gave  the  word 
to  fire.  So  bitter  and  inveterate  are  many  of  the  male- 
contents  here,  that  they  are  induftrioufly  ufing;  every 
method  to  fifh  out  evidence  to  prove  it  was  a concert- 
ed fcheme  to  murder  the  inhabitants.  Others  are  in- 
fufing  the  utmoft  malice  and  revenge  into  the  minds 
of  the  people,  who  are  to  be  my  jurors,  by  falfe  pub- 
lications* 
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blications,  votes  of  towns,  and  all  other  artifices. 
That  fo,  from  a fettled  rancour  againft  the  officers 
and  troops  in  general,  the  fuddennefs  of  my  trial  af- 
ter the  affair,  while  the  people’s  minds  are  greatly 
inflamed,  I am,  though  perfeftly  innocent,  under 
moll  unhappy  circumftances,  having  nothing  in  rea- 
fon  to  expeft,  but  the  lofs  of  life  in  a very  ignomini- 
ous manner,  without  the  interpofition  of  his  Majefty’s 
juftice  and  goodnefs. 

Her.e  ends  Captain  Prefton’s  account,  to  which 
may  be  added  his  trial,  which  began  on  Wednefday 
the  24th  of  October,  and  was  continued  from  day  to 
day,  Sunday  excepted,  till  Tuefday  the  30th.  The 
witneffes  who  were  examined  on  both  fides  amounted 
to  about  50.  The  lawyers  for  the  crown  were  Mr 
Barne  and  Mr  Samuel  Quincy  ; for  the  prifoner,  Mr 
Auchmuty  and  Mr  John  Adams.  Each  of  them  fpoke 
three  hours  at  leaft.  About  Monday  noon  the  judges 
began  their  charge.  Judge  Trowbridge,  who  fpoke 
firft,  entered  largely  into  the  contradictory  accounts, 
given  by  the  witneffes,  and  declared,  that  it  did  not 
appear  that  the  prifoner  gave  orders  to  fire  ; but  if 
the  jury  fhould  think  otherwife,  and  find  it  proved 
that  he  did  give  fuch  orders,  the  quellion  then  would 
naturally  be,  What  crime  is  he  guilty  of?  They  fure- 
ly  could  not  call  it  murder. — Here  he  explained  the 
crime  of  murder  in  a very  diftinCt  manner,  and  gave 
it  as  his  opinion,  that  by  law  the  prifoner  was  not  guil- 
ty of  murder  ; obferving,  that  the  King  had  a right 
to  fend  his  troops  here  ; that  the  commanding  officer 
of  thefe  troops  had  a right  to  place  a centinel  at  the 
cuftom-houfe  ? that  the  centinel  placed  there  on  the 
night  of  the  5th  of  March  was  in  the  King’s  peace  ; 
that  he  durfl:  not  quit  his  poll ; that  if  he  was  infulted 
or  attacked,  the  captain  qf  the  guard  had  a right  tq 
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protect  him ; that  the  prifoner  and  his  party,  who 
came  there  for  that  purpofe,  were  in  the  King’s 
peace ; that  while  they  were  at  the  cuftom-houfe,  for 
the  purpofe  of  prote&ing  the  centinel,  it  was  plainly 
proved  that  they  had  been  aflaulted  by  a great  num- 
ber of  people  ; that  the  people  aiTembled  there  were 
not  in  the  King’s  peace,  but  were  by  law  confidered 
as  a riotous  mob,  as  they  attacked  the  prifoner  and 
his  party  with  pieces  of  ice,  {ticks,  and  clubs;  and 
that  even  one  of  the  witnefles  againft  him  confefled 
he  was  armed  with  a Highland  broadfwqrd  ; that  the 
rioters  had  knocked  down  one  of  the  foldiers  pf  the 
party,  laid  hold  of  feveral  of  their  mulkets,  and  that, 
before  the  foldiers  fired,  the  cry  was,  Knock  them 
(iown  ! Kill  them!  Kill  them ! That  all  this  was  fworn 
to  by  the  vyitucfles,  and  if  the  jury  believed  them, 
the  prifoner  copld  not  be  found  guilty  of  murder.  He 
then  proceeded  to  explain  what  the  law  confidered 
as  man-flaughter,  and  obferved,  as  before,  that  if  they 
gave  credit  to  the  witnefles,  who  teftified  the  aflaults 
made  on  the  prifoner  and  his  party,  they  conld  not 
find  him  guilty  of  man-flaughter,  and  concluded  with 
faying,  that  if  he  was  guilty  of  any  offence,  it  could 
only  be  excufable  homicide  ; that  this  was  only  found- 
ed on  the  fuppofition  of  the  pril'oner’s  having  given 
orders  to  fire,  for  if  this  was  not  proved,  they  mult 
acquit  him. 

Judge  Oliver,  who  fpoke  nest,  began  with  repre- 
fenting,  in  a very  nervous  and  pathetic  manner,  the 
infults  and  outrages  which  he,  and  the  court,  through 
him,  had  received  on  a former  oecalion  (meaning  the 
trial  of  Richardion)  for  giving  his  opinion  in  a point 
of  law;  that,  notwithflaiuling,  he  was  refolved  to  do 
his  duty  to  his  God,  his  King,  and  his  country  ; that 
he  defpifed  both  infults  and  threats,  and  that  he  would 
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not  forego  a moment's  peace  of  confcience  for  the 
applaufe  of  millions.  He  agreed  in  fentiment  with 
1 the  former  judge,  that  the  prifoner  was  not  guilty. 

Judge  Culhing  fpokc  next,  and  agreed  entirely 
with  the  other  two,  with  regard  to  the  prifoner’s 
cafe. 

Judge  Lyndex  concluded.  He  fpoke  a confider- 
able  time,  and  was  of  the  fame  opinion  with  the  other 
judges.  Towards  the  clofe  of  his  fpeech,  he  faid. 

Happy  I am  to  find,  that,  after  fuch  ftrift  examina- 
tion, the  conduft  of  the  prifoner  appears  in  fo  fair  a 
light ; yet  I feel  myfelf,  at  the  fame  time,  deeply  af- 
fedted,  that  this  affair  turns  out  fo  much  to  the  dif- 
grace  of  every  perfon  concerned  againft  him,  and  fo 
much  to  the  fhame  of  the  town  in  general.”  The 
jury  then  returned  their  verdidl,  Not  Guilty.  He 
was  immediately  difeharged,  and  is  now  in  the  caftle. 
Great  numbers  attended  during  the  trial,  which  was 
carried  on  with  a foiemn  decency. 

As  one  evil  generally  introduces  another,  during 
the  time  of  thefe  commotions  on  the  continent  of  A- 
merica,  a fet  of  lawlefs  ruffians  in  Orange  county, 
Carolina,  broke  out  into  open  violence,  and  fet  all 
law  and  government  at  defiance.  They  called  them- 
felves  Regulators,  and  committed  many  wicked  and 
cruel  outrages.  Their  principal  averfion  was  direct- 
ed againft  courts  of  juftice,  and  gentlemen  of  the  law, 
to  whom  they  {hewed  all  manner  of  defpite  and  con- 
tempt. When  Judge  Henderfon  and  feveral  lawyers 
were  returning  from  Salilburv  circuit  to  Hill{borough 
to  hold  the  court  there,  they  lay  in  wait  for  them, 
with  rifle  guns  to  difpatch  them  ; but  the  Judge  re- 
ceiving intelligence  of  their  defign,  went  another  way, 
and  by  tftat  means  preferved  his  own  life,  and  that  of 
his  attendants.  They  ftill  threatened  to  meet  him  at 
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Hilllborough,  and  to  execute  their  vengeance  on  him 
and  his  company  there.  They  put  their  threatenings 
in  execution,  and  in  a mod  mercilefs  and  cruel  man- 
ner treated  Colonel  Fanning,  Mr  Hooper,  and  fome 
others.  They  deiired  the  judge  to  proceed,  but  ac- 
cording as  they  dire&ed  him,  and  put  a Hop  to  all 
proceedings  of  juftice.  The  judge  efcaped  with  dif- 
ficulty, by  fecretiy  withdrawing,  which  put  them  in- 
to a great  rage,  and  provoked  them  to  fuch  a degree, 
that  they  plundered  and  deftroyed  all  the  furniture 
in  Colonel  Fanning’s  houfe,  feized  all  his  papers  and 
books,  and  fcattered  them  in  the  wind ; they  alfo 
carried  off  all  his  money  and  plate,  drank  plentifully 
of  his  liquors,  and  fet  the  reft  a-running  in  the  ftreets. 
They  next  broke  the  church  bell  in  pieces,  and  were 
going  to  pull  down  the  church,  but  in  this  they  did 
not  agree.  To  finifti  their  tragedy,  they  took  a ne- 
gro that  was  hanging  in  chains,  and  placed  him  in 
the  judges  chair,  to  lhew  their  entire  contempt  of  all 
juftice.  Such  is  the  dangerous  tendency  of  commo- 
tions in  government ; under  the  fhadow  and  pretence 
of  purfuing  their  own  privileges,  mifehievous  and 
wicked  men  often  defpife  all  legal  government,  and 
plunder  their  fellow  fubjefts.  The  reports  concern- 
ing the  riot  at  Bofton  had  now  reached  England, 
which  made  it  neceffary  for  parliament  to  enquire  in- 
to the  caufes  and  reafons  of  that  unfortunate  affair. 
The  miniftry  appeared  {hy  on  this  occafion,  for 
though  two  regiments  were  Ihut  up  in  Caftle  William, 
without  any  order  from  government,  which  was  no 
fmall  affront  to  the  minifter  and  the  court,  yet  they 
were  afraid  to  enter  upon  an  enquiry,  for  fear  of  the 
oppofition  infilling  upon  an  enquiry  concerning  the 
whole  affair.  It  was  thought  that  government  ima- 
gined, by  fuftering  the  matter  to  hang  in  fufpence, 
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that  the  colonifts  would  divide  and  fall  oilt  among 
themfelves,  and  fo  make  the  bufmefs  of  the  miniftry 
more  eafy.  In  this  they  were,  however,  mistaken. 

A motion  was  made,  upon  the  8th  of  May,  for  an 
addrefs  to  the  throne,  fetting  forth  the  difputes  that 
had  arifen  among  the  feveral  governors  and  command- 
ers, in  almofi:  all  the  colonies  fince  the  appointment 
of  a commander  in  chief ; that  the  colonies  have 
been  for  fome  time,  and  flill  Ure,  from  this  and 
other  caufe,  in  a Hate  of  great  diforder  and  con- 
fuiion  ; that  the  people  of  America  complain  of  rhe 
eftablifliment  of  an  army  there,  as  fetting  up  a milita- 
ry government  over  the  civil ; and  therefore  praying 
that  all  thefe  matters  may  be  confidered,  and  fuch 
meafures  taken  as  would  replace  things  upon  a con- 
flitutional  footing;  This  motion  was  introduced  by 
obferving,  that  in  the  pt*efent  critical  fituation  of  afa 
fairs,  they  were  exprefsly  called  upon  to  enquire, ' 
how  the  miniftert,  here,  no  lefs  than  their  officers 
there,  have  managed  fo  unfortunately,  as  to  kindle 
the  prefent  fiame  of  dilTention  between  the  mother 
country  and  the  colonies.  That  m fulfilling  this 
duty,  they  mull  not  only  confider  the  matter  of  faff,' 
but  the  right  of  things : not  only  the  turbulence  of 
the  Americans,  but  the  caufe  of  that  turbulence  ; and 
not  only  the  power  of  the  crown,  but  the  equity  with' 
which  that  power  has  been  exercifed;  This  was  a' 
motion  that  was  not  likely  to  be  carried  in  a houfe 
where  the  miniftcr  had  a powerful  majority.  It  met 
with  the  fate  of  many  others  of  the  like  nature,  and 
had  a negative  put  upon  it.  Upon  reflection,  one  can- 
not help  thinking  it  ftrange,  that  men  who  arc  em- 
ployed in  bufinefs,  and  manage  it  fairly,  Ihonld  haVe 
fuch  an  averfion  to  having  their  conduct  examined. 
A refufal  of  this  fort  always  implies,  either  fome  de- 
fect 
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fceft  in  management,  or  an  arbitrary  defpotifm  in  thofe 
employed  in  public  affairs ; both  of  which  are  incoij- 
liflent  with  the  true  exercife  of  good  government. 

In  the  debates  on  this  occafion,  the  minifterialifts 
made  a poor  figure;  after  ages,  when  calmly  reading 
the  debates  in  this  feffion  of  parliament,  will  be  filled 
with  aflonifhment,  to  find,  that  in  a matter  of  fo  much 
confequence,  there  ihould  have  been  any  occafion  for 
debate  at  all  ; and  it  will  equally  amaze  them,  unlefs 
they  are  equally  corrupted,  to  view  the  defences  of 
adminiftration,  of  a caufe,  which  none,  except  men 
of  corrupt  minds,  and  deflitute  of  all  fenfe  of  honour, 
fhame,  and  humanity,  would  attempt  to  maintain. 
The  miniflry  were  on  this  occafion  charged  with 
tergiverfation,  and  want  of  fyftem.  It  was  affirmed 
that  they  had  fent  contradiftory  orders  to  the  gover- 
nors in  the  colonies,  and  made  their  fervants  blunder 
like  themfelves,  for  want  of  a fettled  plan  of  opera- 
tion ; that  they  had  impofed  taxes,  and  repealed  them, 
impofed  them,  and  repealed  them  again  ; diffolved  af- 
femblies,  and  called  them  again,  and  fullered  them  to 
lit  and  proceed  to  bufinefs,  without  difavowing  or  dif- 
counteoancing  the  . meafures  that  had  procured  their 
dilfolution.  Promifes  had  been  made  to  the  afifem- 
blies,  that  certain  duties  Ihould  be  taken  off,  and  re- 
pealed, which  were  unwarrantable;  of  dangerous  con- 
fequence, and  an  high  breach  of  privilege  ; and  that 
it  was  equally  derogatory  from  the  honour  of  the 
drown,  and  freedom  of  parliamentary  deliberations, 
to  have  its  faith,  pledged  to  perforin  fuch  promifes. 
Troops  had  been  fent , driven  out  with  difgrace,  and 
violence  and  fubmiffion  had  alternately  fucceeded  one 
another ; that  treafous  had  been  charged  and  adopt- 
ed by  parliament,  which  were  neither  proved,  nor 
attempted  to  be  proved  : or  if  they  exifted,  were 
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they  'attempted  to  be  detected  and  punifked,  wliiclr 
was  an  high  reflection  upon  the  dignity  of  parliament. 
This  fort  of  reaftming.  had  no  influence  ; the  miniflry 
With  a fort  6f  ftoical  indifference,  bore  all  with  pa- 
tience, without  attempting  evdn  to-  make  their  ufual 
defence.  A few  FefteCtions,  for  the  fake  of  form* 
were  thrown  out  againft  the  colonifts,  as  turbulent* 
difloyal,  and  difaffeCted  to  the  government  of  this 
country,  and  people  that  wanted  to  be  independent 
of  Great  Britain.  It  was  aflferted  that  the  crown  had 
a right  to  fend  troops  to  any  part  of  the  empire,  and 
Hation  them  there  according  to  pleafure  ; and  that 
there  was  a ncceffity  of  employing  them  at  that 
time,  for  fupporting  the  progrefs  of  the  laws,  a- 
gainft  a people  that  were  nearly  in  a ftate  of  rebel- 
lion. Tliefe  reflections  were  only  thrown  out  as 
hints,  whithout  any  particular  difcilflion,  rather 
to  get  clear  of  the  debate  for  the  prefent,  than 
■as  arguments  intended  to  convince  the  oppofite 
'party  of  the  propriety  of  the  reafoning.  Thofethat 
are  guided  by  the  dictates  of  common  fertfe , and  plain' 
arguments  mull  not  expeCt  thenffrom  the  miniflry  at 
"this  time.  Even  their  champions,  who  undertook  to' 
defend  their  mcafures  in  long  laboured  differtations 
upon  government,  and  the  rights  of  fupreme  powers 
to  rule  over  all  their  dominions  with  abfolute  fway* 
were  in  great  diflrefs  to  find  principles  and  conclufions 
which  plain  men  could  underfland.  Many-dark  and 
difmal  productions  teemed  from  the  prefs,  fluffed 
with  arbitrary  conchtfions,  void  of  all  poffibility  6f 
demonftratiom  Thefe  were  echoed  by  the  hirelings 
of  the  miniflry  as  unanfwerable  productions,  though 
thofe  who  trumpeted  their  fame  mod,  did  not  under- 
ftand  a word  that  was  in  them.  They  were  intend- 
ed to  throw  milt  in  the  eyes  of  the  public,  to  cover 
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defigns  that  could  not  be  decently  avowed  openly,  and 
this  was  all  that  the  authors  could  propofe,  except 
their  penfions,  which  they  greedily  expected.  After 
all  the  dull  of  the  fchoolmen,  and  cafuilts  had  been 
fwept  together,  and  thrown  in  the  eyes  of  the  peo- 
ple, the  majority  ftiJl  preferved  their  fight,  and  per- 
ceived the  defigns  of  the  mjniftry.  Ii  would  be  the 
greateft  infult  to  truth  and  common  fenfe,  to  affirm 
that  the  arguments  on  both  fides  were  of  equal  force. 
There  were  mauyabfurd  things  faid  on  both  fides,  as 
will  often  happen  in  die  courfe  of  deputation,  but  in 
forming  au  ellimate  of  the  force  of  the  arguments,  a 
fnan  of  very  plain  underftanding  will  be  at  no  lofs  fet* 
ting  afide  private  intereft  and  prejudice,  which  way 
to  determine.  Thofe  who  attempt  to  defend  the 
proceedings  of  either  party  in  all  particulars,  will 
find  it  a talk  not  eafily  to  be  performed  ; and  it  will 
{hew  more  of  partiality  than  good  fenfe,  to  affirm  that 
there  wrere  not  errors  on  both  fides.  It  is  a part 
of  our  natural  infelicity  which  has  prevailed  for  fome 
rime  paft,  that  parties  in  oppofition  have  been  for 
defending  their  own  proceedings,  when  they  have  to- 
tally given  up  the  principles  by  which  they  only  could 
be  defended  ; and  by  departing  from  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  charity,  have  made  no  allowances  for  the 
prejudices  aud  weaknefs  of  their  opponents,  \yhat 
Jias  much  aggrevated  this  evil  is,  that  in  the  various 
difputes  upon  this  fubjeft,  the  moral  fide  of  the  que- 
ftion  has  been  but  little  confidered.  Syftems  of  po- 
licy, or  of  government,  without  morality,  are  like  a 
body  without  a fpirir,  only  dead  and  beggarly  ele- 
ments, generated  by  corruption,  and  fupported  by  ob- 
ftinacy.  Moral  privileges  are  by  the  laws  of  nature  as 
much  the  right  of  rational  creatures,  as  thofe  that  come 
^qdef  the  notion  of  political  ; and  human  policy,  with- 
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out  being  built  upon  moral  principles,  will  in  the; 
end  become  like  the  bafelefs  fabric  of  a vifion,  vanilh 
and  not  leave  a wreck  behind  it.  The  beft  founda- 
tion of  government  and  policy,  is  truth  *,  without  this 
they  will  always  turn  to  oppreffion. 

This  year  the  miniftry  were  fo  bufily  employed  in 
profecuting  the  printers  and  bookfellers  for  publifh- 
ing  libels,  and  the  magiftrates  of  the  city  of  London 
for  refufmg  to  execute  the  orders  of  the  Commons, 
that  very  little  of  American  affairs  came  before  par- 
liament. It  may  not  be  unprofitable  in  this  chafm 
of  modern  affairs  in  the  American  hiftory,  to  fill  thq 
blank  with  a few  particulars  of  the  ancient  hiftory  of 
the  colonies.  And  as  this  Hiftory  is  principally  in- 
tended to  record  the  wars  in  that  weftern  part  of  the 
world,  we  fhall  take  a fhort  view  of  fome  of  the  firft 
wars  with  the  Indians,  which  was  carried  on  by  thq 
Englifh  in  thofe  parts. 
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A view  of  the  JirJl  War  between  the  Colonifts  and  the 
Natives — The  taking  of  Acadia — An  attempt  upon 
Quebec,  &e.  .• 

E are  fcarcdy  fufliciently  informed  by  the  ao- 
pals  of  thofe  times  concerning  the  true  caufes  and 
fprings  of  the  firft  Indian  war.  The  war  itfelf  is  fuf- 
ficiently  defcribed,  though  the  caufes  (lil!  in  a great 
pteafure  lie  hid.  Two  things  feem  to  have  given  rife 
*o  thofe  bloody  and  cruel  meafures  ; the  covetoufnefs 
of  the  colonifts,  and  the  treachery  of  the  French.  The 
pew  colonifts  frequently  in  the  extending  their  terri- 
tories, did  not  ftri&ly  obferve  the  lines  which  bound- 
ed their  new  acquired  pofleflions,  and  frequently 
were  found  making  encroachments  upon  the  poflfef- 
fions  of  the  original  natives,  which  though  they  were 
very  inconfiderable,  were  magnified  by  the  French 
emiftaries,  who  were  fcattered  among  the  Indians, 
as  the  moft  atrocious  afts  of  injuftice  and  iniquity. 
Tliefe  emillaries  ftiryed  up  the  Indians,  who  were 
not  ill  to  irritate  againft  a people  for  whom  they  had 
but  little  regard,  and  againft  whom  their  own  private 
intereft  inclined  them  to  believe  the  fmalleft  accufa- 
tions.  What  added  much  to  the  difguft  the  natives 
had  againft  the  colonifts,  and  created  in  their  minds 
a very  ftrong  antipathy  againft  them,  tvas  the  prac- 
tice 
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tice  of  Come  occafional  traders,  who  came  upon  their 
coafts  without  defign  of  fettling.  Thefe,  upon  occa- 
fions,  committed  depredations,  and  enticed  fome  of 
the  Indians  aboard  their  {hips,  and  carried  them  to 
Europe,  and  fold  them  for  flaves.  The  natives  who 
.confidered  ihofe  free-booters  as  friends  apd  connec- 
tions of  the  colonifts,  mutually  engaged  in  the  fame 
defigns  of  plunder  and  depredation,  were  determined 
to  extirpate  this  new  race  of  people,  as  enemies  to 
all  thejr  common  and  natural  rights.  Their  minds 
could  npt  fugged  any  other  reafon  why  they  came  to 
fettle  among  them,  except  to  invade  their  rights,  and 
feize  their  polleffions. — Being  ignorant  of  their  lan- 
guage, and  incapable  of  underltanding  on  a fudden 
pheir  figns  and  fignatures  of  expreffion,  they  inter- 
preted the  whole  as  tokens  of  hollility,  or  figns  of  dif- 
fimulation. 

The  writers  of  the  Hiftory  of  New  England  have 
drawn  the  characters  of  the  Indians  of  thofe  times  ip 
the  mod  frightful  and  forboding  colours.  They 
have  reprefented  them  as  worfhippers  of  the  devil, 
and  as  true  fubje&s  of  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the 
air. — Cruel,  barbarous,  unmerciful,  and  unrelenting. 
Among  the  various  tribes  of  thefe  infidel  lavages,  none 
were  more  powerful,  warlike,  and  formidable  than 
the  nation  of  the  Pequots , which  lay  between  the 
bsaragavfcts  and  the  Mobgenas.  This  tribe  had  now 
become  a terror  not  only  to  the  new  fettlers,  but  tQ 
the  other  tribes  of  Indians  in  their  neighbourhood, 
on  account  of  their  power,  cruelty,  and  oppreffion. 
Their  arms  were  aimed  irrefiltible,  and  their  power 
intolerable ; and  the  late  thefts  and  pillagings  of  the 
Englifli  free-booters  had  encreafed  their  rage  to  the 
higheft  degree  of  revenge  and  refentinent.  It  was 
no  wonder  that  the  colonifts,  when  they  fell  in  their 
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way,  felt  the  effects  of  their  unbridled  fury  and  re* 
venge. 

In  the  year  1634,  an  open  rupture  began  between 
thefe  fierce  natives  and  the  colonifts.  A party  of  In- 
dians attacked  Captain  Stone  and  Captain  Norton, 
when  they  were  failing  up  the  river  Connecticut,  and 
killed  them,  with  fix  men^who  were  in  company,  and 
funk  the  veifel  in  the  river.  Hiftorians  do  not  inform 
us  whether  thefe  gentlemen  were  failing  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  colony,  or  were  for  the  fake  of 
filhing,  or  for  fome  other  reafons,  beyond  the  line  of 
agreement.  It  was  a practice  fo  frequently  purfued 
by  the  colonifts,  to  proceed  beyond  the  bounds  of 
their  purchafe,  that  the  natives  often  complained  of 
the  encroachments  which  they  made  upon  their  pof- 
feflions.  Whatever  was  the  caufe  of  thefe  hoftilities, 
the  truth  is,  that  the  Indians  began  now  to  take  a moll 
fevere  revenge.  Thefe  favages  attacked  the  crew  of 
a veflel  that  were  eaft  upon  Long  Illand,  and  killed 
feveral  of  the  men;  and  in  1636,  they  boarded  a 
Ihip  near  Block  Ifland?  killed  the  captain,  and  com- 
mitted feveral  more  outrages.  The  colonifts  finding 
that  this  Indian  war  turned  more  ferious  than  they 
expected,  began  to  confider  upon  fome  fuitable  me- 
thods of  defence,  as  well  as  offenfive  projects,  to  an- 
noy thofe  cruel  and  barbarous  aflaiiants.  The  go- 
vernor and  council  of  Bofton  fent  an  hundred  and 
twenty  men,  under  the  command  of  the  Captains 
Endicot,  Underhill,  and  Turner; — who  boldly  at- 
tacked the  Indians,  who  left  their  huts,  and  retired 
to  the  fwamps  and  woods  for  their  fafety  and  prefer- 
vation.  Before  this  army  proceeded  any  further, 
they  fent  a meflage  to  the  Pequots,  defiring  them  to 
deliver  up  the  murderers,  who  were  the  occafion  of 
the  war,  that  the  innocent  might  not  be  involved 
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with  the  guilty  in  the  calamity  of  war.  Thefe  fierce 
and  furious  people  either  confitlered  their  caufe  to 
be  juft,  or  were  determined,  at  all  events,  to  fupport 
their  brethren  in  the  caufe  they  were  now  engaged 
in.  They  would  Men  to  no  pfopofals  of  accommo- 
dation, but  were  determined  to  ca fry  oil  the  war. 
Their  refufal  brought' on  a ikirmilh,  in  Which  the  na- 
tives were  defeated,  and  all  their  huts  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  and  their  cbrn  were  deftroyed.  Thefe 
ikirmiflies  were  only  prefaces  to  a more  bloody  war 
that  now  followed,  which  was  carried  on  with  great 
fury  and  barbarity  on  the  fide  of  the  natives.  The 
prifoners  which  fell  into  their  hands,  were  tortured 
in  the  mod  fliocking  and  inhuman  manner,  and  put 
to  all  the  extremities  of  pain  that  wanton  barbarity 
could  devife.  Maids  and  children  were  roafted  alive  j 
and  the  barbarous  favages  all  the  while  mocking 
their  pains,  and  ridiculing  their  gefturcs  and  exprel- 
fions  of  agony. 

This  nation  of  Pequbts  joined  policy  and  craft  to 
their  barbarity  and  cruelty  ; they  at  this  time  devifed 
a fcheme,  which  had  it  taken  place,  muft  have  total- 
ly deftroyed  all  the  infant  colonies.  They  fent  Talks 
to  all  the  various  tribes  of  Indians  of  their  acquaint- 
ance, fetting  forth  the  neceffity  of  an  aflbeiation  among 
themfelves,  to  extirpate  this  new  race  of  people, 
which  might  be  eafily  done,  by  a confederacy  of  the 
various  tribes,  before  the  colonifts  were  provided  for 
a defence,  of  Were  grown  ftrong  by  an  encreafe  of 
their  numbers ; that  by  one  decifivc  blow,  they  had 
it  now  in  their  pow'er  ro  free  themfelves  of  neigh- 
bours, who,  if  they  w'ere  not  at  this  time  fubdueJ, 
W’ould  in  a Ihort  time  become  their  mafter.,  and  de- 
prive them  of  all  their  poiTeflions.  This  was  a molt 
judicious  and  political  fcheme,  and  would  hare  pfo- 
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proved  the  total  ruin  of  the  New  England  colonies* 
This  fcheme  was  however  fruftrated,  by  providence, 
through  the  antipathy  of  the  reft  of  the  tribes  to 
thefe  Pequots.  The  other  Indian  nations  had  fuf- 
ffered  fo  feverely  at  the  hands  of  thefe  oppreffors, 
that  they  were  determined  to  leave  themtothemfelves, 
and  the  event  of  the  war  which  they  were  engaged 
in.  1 hey  took  pleafure  in  feeing  a people  cruftied, 
that  had  behaved  fo  tyrannically  to  the  reft  of  their 
brethren ; and  inltead  of  affording  them  affiftance} 
indulged  a fecret  pleafure  at  their  ruin  and  deftrue- 
tion. 

The  Engliih  colonifts  knowing  both  the  power  and 
enmity  of  thefe  favages,raifed  forces  withall  expedition 
for  their  own  defence,  with  a defign,  if  pofftble,  to  put 
an  end  to  the  war,  by  extirpating  that  revengeful 
tribe  of  Indians.  With  an  army  of  about  700  men, 
of  which  500  were  Indians  of  the  Naraganfet  tribes, 
the  reft  were  colonifts,  they  advanced  to  the  enemy’s 
country.  Their  commanders  were  Ifrael  Stoughton, 
Captain  Underhill,  and  Captain  John  Mafon.  Un- 
derhill and  Mafon  marched  before  the  other  troops 
could  join  them,  and  advanced  in  fearch  of  Saffacus, 
the  grand  Sachem  of  the  Pequots,  who  had  retired 
with  his  men  into  what  he  thought  an  impregnable 
fortrefs.  The  Naraganfet  Indians,  upon  hearing  of 
the  name  of  Saffacus,  fell  a trembling,  and  would 
not  advance  j they  faid  he  was  a god,  and  no  man 
could  kill  him  : They  were  therefore  of  no  ulb  in 
this  expedition.  The  officers  with  their  fmall  hand- 
ful of  troops,  under  the  direction  of  an  Indian  fpy, 
which  they  had  fent  to  fearch  for  the  Pequots,  came 
upon  them  by  furprife,  and  entered  their  fort  fword 
in  hand ; after  making  prodigious  (laughter  among 
the  favages,  they  fet  fire  to  the  fort,  and  totally  de- 
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ftroyeu  it.  On  this  oceafion,  fix  hundred  Indians  of  the 
tribe  of  Pequots  Were  (lain,  and  only  two  men  of  theco- 
I’onifts.  Of  the- whole  forces  in  this  fort  only  eight  efca- 
ped  to  carry  the  tidings  of  the  difafter  to  their  friends. 
The  heat  of  the  action,  and  the  want  of  provifion  had 
now  greatly  exhanfted  the  flrength  of  the  colonifts, 
which  would  have  proved  fatal  to  them,  had  not  fome 
veffels  arrived  with  provifions  in  Pequot  harbour  in 
the  very  time  of  need,  and  in  the  midft  of  their  dif- 
trefs.  This  Ripply  refrefhed  their  fpirits,  and  pre- 
pared them  for  another  {harp  encounter  which  foon 
happened.  There  was  another  Indian  fort  at  fome 
diftance,  whither  the  news  had  Been  carried  of  the 
defeat  of  tli$ir.  troops,  and  the  dellruftion  of  their 
• fort : In  this  fort  of  fortrefs,  there  were  upwards 
of  three  hundred  lavages  of  the  belt  troops  of  the 
Pequots.  Thefe  advanced  tvith  all  expedition  to  re- 
venge the  death  of  their  friends,  and  attacked  the 
colonifts  with  great  fury.  But  they  met  with  fucli  a 
warm-  reception,  that  they  betook  themfelves  to  a 
fwamp,  after  leaving  a great  number  dead  upon  the 
flpot.  The  former  defeat  of  their  friends,  and  the  re- 
pulfe  they  now  met  with,  in  a great  meafure  damped 
their  courage,  rhey  exprelfed  their  chagrin  and  dif- 
appointment  with  molt  pitiful  howling  and  cries,  ac- 
cording to  the  manner  of  their  country.  By  this 
time  the  Captains  Patrick  and  Stoughton  came  up 
with  the  forces  of  the  Mafiachufets  bay,  which  was  a 
feafonable  reinforcement  to  the  Connecticut  forces, 
which  weFe  now  both  much  fatigued,  and  many  of 
them  wounded  in  the  two  foregoing  fkirmifhes.  There 
were  ftili  a great  number  of  the  Pequot  favages  fcat- 
tered  in  different  parties,  concealed  in  fwamps  and 
thickets,  lying  ready  to  take  the  firft  opportunity  of 
revenge ; but  when  they  perceived  this  new  reinforce- 
ment' 


Digitized  by  Google 


A.  D.  177,1.  THE  WAR  IN  AMERICA. 


*49 


meat  of  the  colonills,  they  fled  to  the  fort  where  Saf- 
facus  had  taken  refuge,  and  upbraided  him  as  the 
caufe  of  the  late  difafters,  and  of  their  total  ruin.  Se- 
veral hundreds  of  thefe  miferable  creatures  were  ta- 
ken by  Captain  Stoughton  ; the  women  were  carried 
captives,  and  the  men  put  aboard  of  a {hip  of  one 
Skipper  Geelop,  where  they  all  perilked,  by  what 
accident  hiftorians  do  not  inform  us.  During  this 
war,  thirteen  of  their  Sachems,  or  little  kings,  were 
flain,  and  SafTacus  was  betrayed,  and  at  lad  put  to 
death  by  the  Maqua  Indians,  a tribe,  of  favage  Canni- 
bals, to  whom  he  had  fled  for  fafety.  How  far  the 
neceflity  of  the  cafe  might  juftify  the  condufl  of  the 
coloeifts  in  tills  war,  I will  not  pretend  to  fay , but  it 
appears  to  have  been  carried  on  with  a vigour  which 
approached  very  near  to  an  excefs  of  feverity.  This 
war  was  foon  ended,  and  the  whole  tribe  of  Pequots 
extirpated.  From  the  beginning  to  the  fmi  filing 
thereof,  three  years  were  not  fully  elapfed, 

In  the  year  1638,  another  Indian  war  had  well 
nigh  broke  out,  on  account  of  fome  Englifli  vaga- 
bonds having  murdered  an  Indian  in  the  woods.  This 
favage  belonged  to  the  tribe  of  the  Naraganfets, 
which  on  this  occafion  began  to  rife,  but  the  war  was 
prevented  by  the  punifliment  of  the  murderers,  and 
proper  fatisfa&ion  was  given  to  the  injured  party. 
What  molt  flruck  the  Indians  on  this  occafion  was, 
that  all  the  three  men  who.  had  been  concerned  in  the 
tnurder,  were  executed,  which  they  confidered  as  an 
excefs  of  juflice.  Although  there  were  many  jealoufies 
and  fufpicions  between  the  colonifts  and  the  natives, 
yet  from  this  time,  till  1674,  there  was  no  open  war. 
Matters  were  always  fettled  in  filch  a,  manner,  that 
the  general  tranquility  was  preferved.  In  1674,  one 
John,  Saufman,  an  Indian  preacher,  who  had  been 
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fent  to  preach  the  Gofpel  among  the  Indians,  inform- 
ed the  governor  of  Plymouth,  that  Philip,  an  Indian 
king,  near  mount  Hope,  with  feveral  other  tribes, 
had  formed  a plot  to  extirpate  the  Englilh  through- 
out the  country.  Soon  after  this,  Saufman  was  mur- 
dered, and  his  body  found  in  a pond,  and  his  hat 
and  gun  upon  the  ice.  Upon  enquiry,  it  was  found 
that  one  Tobias,  a counfellor  of  Philip,  had  murdered 
him,  and  thrown  him  into  the  pond,  to  prevent  a dif- 
covery.  The  murderer  was  punilhed,  as  he  deferved, 
but  Philip  continued  to  carry  on  his  plot ; and  in  the 
month  of  June,  this  year,  began  the  hoftilities,  by 
plundering  the  plantations  near  Mount  Hope.  The 
governor,  to  prevent  the  further  pillagings  of  the  In- 
dians, fent  out  a final!  army  to  proteft  the  plantation, 
and  to  defend  it  againft  the  defigns  of  Philip.  As 
every  thing  had  the  appearance  of  a war,  and  hofti- 
lities were  begun,  the  colony  of  Plymouth  appointed 
a day  of  fading  and  humiliation,  to  alk  the  Divine  aid 
and  afliftance  againft  their  cruel  and  favage  enemies. 
On  this  occafion  they  had  given  no  offence  to  thefe 
new  foes,  and  therefore  could  with  confidence  appeal 
to  heaven  concerning  the  juftnefs  of  their  caufe.  But 
as  the  beft  of  men,  and  the  moft  righteous  caufe  are 
liable  to  particular  misfortunes  in  the  courfe  of  pro- 
vidence, fo  thefe  colonifts  upon  the  very  day  of  their 
humble  devotion  were  affaultcd  by  their  enemies.  The 
inhabitants  of  >>ivnazey,  in  returning  from  prayers, 
were  attacked  by  fome  lurking  Indians,  when  foma 
were  killed,  and  feveral  wounded.  This  both  alarm- 
ed and  roufed  the  colonifts,  who  now  thought  that 
their  fafety  and  prefervation  depended  upon  their  ac- 
tivity, and  the  vigour  of  the  meafures  which  they 
purfued.  T'pon  the  26th  of  June,  a company  of 
horfe,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Thomas  Pren- 
tice, 
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lice,  and  another  of  foot,  under  the  command  of  Cap^ 
tain  Daniel  Henchman,  marched  from  Bollon  to 
Mount  Hope.  They  were  afterwards  joined  by,  a 
company  of  volunteers,  under  Captain  Mofley,  and 
another  company  of  foot  from  Swanfey,  under  Cap- 
tain Cudworth,  Upon  the  28th,  they  fent  out  a 
fcout  of  twelve  men  to  fee  if  they  could  difcover  the 
enemy,  who  were  (bon  acquainted  with  their  fitua- 
tion,  by  adifcharge  of  mufquetry  from  a thicker,  with 
which  one  was  killed  and  another  wounded.  The  re* 
maining  ten,  inftead  of  retreating  to  their  main  body, 
pulhed  boldly  forward  and  attacked  the  Indians,  and 
put  them  to  flight,  though  their  numbers  were  ten 
times  more  than  this  fipall  reconoitering  party.  The 
main  body  of  the  colonilts  next  morning  charge^  the 
Indians  in  their  quarters,  routed  them,  and  put  them 
to  flight ; upon  which  their  whole  country  was  left 
open  to  this  vi&orious  army.  In  the  quarters  of  this 
enemy  were  found  the  mangled  bodies  of  feveral 
Englilhmen,  whofe  heads  were  ftuck  upon  poles,  and 
Bibles  torn  in  pieces,  in  contempt  of  their  religion, 
In  the  wigwams  of  the  enemy  w'ere  found  all  the  fig- 
natures  of  hurry  and  a precipitate  retreat.  Philip 
now  fled  from  thefe  parts,  but  was  the  occaflon  of 
feveral  more  bloody  confiifts,  which  in  the  iflue  ruin* 
«d  his  caufe,  and  was  the  reafon  of  many  Indians  io- 
fing  their  lives. 

It  is  really  amazing  in  the  hiltory  of  this  war  what 
remarkable  defeats  were  given  to  large  bodies  of  In- 
dians, by  mere  handfuls  of  colonifts,  though  they 
Were  armed  in  the  fame  manner,  and  fought  with  the 
fame  weapons.  In  an  open  field,  a very  fmall  party 
of  Englilh  would  often  defeat  ten  times  their  own 
number,  and  the  enemy  leave  a third  part  of  their 
forces  dead  in  the  field  of  battle*  Were  I to  men- 
tion 
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tion  the  ieverai  particular  engagements  in  which  fif- 
teen have  routed  an  hundred  and  forty-five,  I fliould 
certainly,  in  this  fceptical  age,  be  accufed  of  a great 
degree  of  credulity.  This  war,  which  was  princi- 
pally carried  on  in  the  way  of  bulh-fighting,  was  ex- 
ceeding bloody  both  to  the  colonifts  and  the  Indians. 
Many  of  the  new  built  towns  were  burnt,  and  the 
plantations  laid  Wafte,  the  inhabitants  were  often  in- 
ftantly  put  to  death,  or  carried  captive,  and  referred 
for  the  moft  lingering  and  excruciating  tortqre  ; and 
confidering  the  infant  ftate  of  thofe  plantations,  it 
was  next  to  a miracle  that  they  were  not  totally  ex- 
tirpated by  fuch  numerous  and  powerful  enemies,  who 
were  formidable  of  themfelves,  and  fometimes  affifted 
by  the  French. 

Philip,  who  had  been  the  original  caufe  of  this 
bloody  war,  fled  from  one  tribe  to  another,  as  the 
chance  of  war  and  the  various  accidents  of  his  fortune 
obliged  him  ; and  fuch  was  his  inveterate  and  unre- 
lenting enmity  againft  the  colonifts,  that  in  all  parts 
whither  he  fled,  he  endeavoured  to  make  the  people 
parties  in  the  war  againft  the  Englifh.  As  his  revenge 
was  exceffive,  the  fchemes  of  his  policy  wer«  deep, 
and  often  concerted  with  a fagacity  which  more  civi- 
lized and  enlighted  politicians  would  have  marked 
( with  the  epithets  of  wifdom. — But  as  he  paid  no  re- 
gard to  the  moral  principles  of  government,  when  he 
purfued  the  dilates  of  his  fury  and  revenge,  he  at 
laft  laid  a fqare  in  which  he  himfelf  was  entangled, 
and  which  proved  the  ruin  of  his  caufe.  To  provoke 
the  Maquas,a  neighbouring  tribe,  againft  the  colonifts, 
he  fet  upon  fome  of  their  people  in  the  woods  and 
killed  them,  and  then  publifhed  that  the  Englilh  had 
done  it ; bt^t  as  fuch  daring  wickednefs  feldom  paflfes 
unpuuifhed,  providence  laid  open  his  fchemes,  and  ex- 
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pofed  the  whole  of  his  defigns.  One  of  the  Maquas 
people,  whom  Philip  thought  had  been  killed,  was 
only  dangerotifly  wounded,  who  informed  his  nation 
of  the  real  a£tor  in  that  tragedy.  This  excited  the 
revenge  of  the  whole  tribe*  who  fell  upon  Philip, 
and  dedroyed  many  of  his  people,  and  would  have 
difpatched  himfelf,  had  he  not  fled,  and  taken  (belter 
in  Mount  Hope,  from  whence,  in  a fhorttime  he  was 
alfo  forced  to  flee.  This  defperate  Indian  was  as 
fuperditious  as  he  was  revengeful ; he  believed  in  all 
the  prognostications  of  his  magicians  and  pawwaws , 
and  from  an  aflfurance  of  one  of  their  prophecies, 
was  perfuadcd  that  no  Englifliman  could  kill  him. 
He  was  at  laft  (hot  through  the  body  by  an  Indian  in 
the  fervice  of  the  colonies,  and  expired  foon  after  in 
the  very  place  where  he  had  fird  concerted  the 
fcheme  of  extirpating  the  colonilts,  and  his  head  was 
carried  to  Plymouth.  The  people  of  New  England 
at  this  time  made  an  obfervation  with  regard  to  the 
ftate  of  their  affairs,  which  perhaps  will  hold  in  ge- 
neral with  regard  to  all  countries  in  the  fame  fitua- 
tion.  They  took  notice,  that  till  once  they  began  to 
reform  their  manners,  and  obferve  the  infiitutions  of 
the  Gofpel  with  more  exaftnefs,  that  they  never  prof- 
pered  in  purfuing  this  war  ; but  after  they  began  in 
earned  to  reform  abufes,  and  obferve  the  moral  in- 
ditutions  of  God  in  fincerity,  their  affairs  took  quite 
a different  turn,  and  they  profpered  in  their  underta- 
kings. It  may  be  neceffary  to  obferve  here,  how  all 
parties  in  all  nations  are  refady  to  declare  others  in  a 
date  of  rebellion,  that  oppofe  the  meafures-they  are 
fond  of  purfuing. 

Cotton  Mather  in  his  Hidory  of  New  England  ob- 
ferves,  that  on  September  the  6th,  1676,  four  hun- 
dred Indians  were  furprifed  in  Quechcho,  of  which, 
* ' one 
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one  half  had  been  acceflary  to  the  late  rebellion , and 
for  that  reafon  were  fold  for  Haves.  As  thefe  natives 
were  not  the  fubje&s  of  England,  nor  of  the  colo- 
nifts,  it  was  impoffible  that  they  could  be  rebels  in  the 
common  acceptation  of  that  word.  If  the  colonifts 
claimed  all  that  country  as  their  own,  their  claim  was 
unjuft,  and  the  reftftance  of  the  natives  was  lawful  de- 
fence againft  invaders  : or  if  the  Indians  attacked  the 
Englilh  unjuftly,  it  was  an  unlawful  invafion,  but  not 
a rebellion  of  fubje&s  againft  lawful  government. 

One  of  the  moft  remarkable  actions  in  this  war, 
was  an  attack  upon  a fort  in  the  country  of  the  Na- 
raganfets,  which  lies  eaft  of  Connefticut  river,  and 
iouth  of  Patufct.  The  colonifts  of  New  England  find- 
ing themfelves  harrafied  by  thofe  tribes  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood, refolved  upon  giving  them  an  effeftual 
overthrow,  that  in  time  coming  they  might  behave 
with  more  civility  to  their  neighbours.  Having  muf- 
tered  an  army  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  they  marched 
in  the  middle  of  winter  into  their  enemies  country, 
in  the  midft  of  froft  and  fnow,  and  came  upon  one  of 
their  principal  forts  by  furprife,  which  they  carried, 
after  much  {laughter  on  both  fides.  This  fort  was 
iituated  upon  an  iftand  of  about  fix  acres,  in  the  mid* 
die  of  a fwamp,  to  which  there  was  only  accefs  one 
way,  which  was  by  palling  along  a fingle  tree,  where 
only  one  perfon  could  pafs,  with  difficulty. 

An  Indian,  whofe  name  was  Peter,  who  had  taken 
fome  difguft  at  his  tribe,  was  guide  to  the  New 
England  forces,  and  led  them  to  this  fortrefs.  This 
deferter  fhewed  them  a certain  place  in  the  fcrreft, 
where,  by  throwing  four  or  five  trees,  about  a foot 
from  the  ground,  over  the  lwamp,  they  might  attack 
the  garrifon  with  good  hopes  of  fucceeding.  This 
was  the  only  place  where  it  appeared  vulnerable, 
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though  over  againft  this  paflage  there  was  a block- 
houfe,  Which  rendered  the  attempt  exceedingly  dan- 
gerous. The  colonifts  began  the  attack  at  one  o’clock, 
which  was  led  on  by  Captain  Mofley  and  Captain  Da- 
venport, who  rulhed  into  the  fort,  when  a bloody 
conflift  began.  Six  of  the  principal  officers  were  kill- 
ed in  the  firft  aflault;  and  a great  many  of  their  pri- 
vate men ; but  they  at  laft  carried  the  fortrefs,  and 
flew  above  feven  hundred  Indians  in  arms.  The  reft: 
fled,  and  betook  themfelves  to  a cedar  fwamp,  at  fome 
diilance,  whither  the  colbnifts  did  not  pUrfue  them. 
This  expedition  was  commanded  by  Joliah  Winflow, 
Efq;  who  had  under  him  many  brave  and  intrepid  of- 
ficers, who  behaved  with  a gallantry  that  would  have 
done  honour  to  a Roman  legion.  1 he  Indians  ih  this 
fhort  fiege  had  feven  hundred  men  killed,  and  three 
hundred  mdrtally  wounded,  befides  old  men,  women, 
and  children  that  were  prefled  to  death  in  the  midft: 
of  the  encounter.  Of  the  New  England  forces,  eighty- 
five  were  flain,  and  an  hundred  and  fifty  wounded. 
The  other  exploits  during  this  war  cOnfifted  chiefly  in 
the  burning  of  towns,  and  laying  wafte  of  villages, 
on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  and  of  defeating  fmall  par- 
ties of  the  enemy,  on  the  part  of  the  colonifts.  On 
thefe  occafions,  many  defperate  a&ions  were  perform- 
ed ; which  thofe  that  are  accuftomed  to  the  method 
of  carrying  on  war  in  Europe,  would  fcarcely  be  able 
to  give  credit  to,  were  it  not  that  they  are  too  well 
authenticated  to  be  called  in  queftion.  In  thofe  encoun- 
ters with  the  Indians,  the  colonifts  fliewed  an  uncommon 
bravery,  and  were  never  afraid  to  engage  three  times 
their  own  number  in  the  open  field,  at  the  fame  wea- 
pons. Nor  in  general  can  it  be  affirmed,  that  they 
coveted  v^ar  merely  for  the  fake  of  dominion.  The 
only  error  that  they  appear  to  have  fallen  into  in  car- 
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tying  on  their  wars,  feems  to  have  been,  a defire  ttf 
enlarge  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  ma- 
king conquefts  for  their  mother  country,  whieh  they 
delivered  up  to  the  difpofal  of  her  government. 

In  the  month  of  April,  1690,  a naval  force,  with  feven 
hundred  troops,  under  the  command  of  Sir  William 
Phipps,  failed  from  Nantafket,  in  New  England,  with 
orders  to  feize  the  French  fettlements  in  Nova  Scotia, 
then  called  Acadia,  which  they  attacked,  and  had 
them  delivered  up  to  King  William,  whom  the  colo- 
nifts in  thofe  parts  had  acknowledged  as  their  fove- 
reign.  The  reafon  of  this  expedition,  feems  to  have 
been  to  diftrefs  the  French,  who  at  this  time  ftirred 
up  the  Indians  againft  the  colonifts,  under  the  pre- 
tence that  they  were  rebels  againft  their  fovereign, 
and  furnifhed  them  with  arms  and  ammunition  ; with 
which  they  did  great  damage  to  the  planters.  The 
colonifts  confidered  this  method  as  the  mod  effe&ual 
to  put  an  end  to  the  war ; forj  provided  they  could 
once  fubdue  the  French,  or  drive  them  from  their 
fettlements,  they  knew  that  the  Indians  would  foon 
be  overcome.  Sir  William  Phipps,  with  a fleet  of 
thirty  fail  of  {hips,  failed  from  New  England  to  Que- 
bec, bnt  did  not  arrive  till  the  7th  of  Ottober,  when 
the  froft  was  fctting  in.  This  expedition  was  intend- 
ed to  fupport  an  army  of  land  forces  that  were  to 
march  from  New  York,  of  fome  colonifts  and  Chri- 
ftian  Indians.  After  fome  bold  efforts,  this  attempt 
mifcarried  ; but  who  was  to  blame,  is  not  eafily  learn- 
ed from  the  hiftory  of  thofe  times.  It  is  well  known, 
that  although  this  expedition  mifcarried,  the  French 
were  in  great  terror,  and  expe&ed  nothing  lefs  than 
to  be  driven  out  of  Canada.  This  (hews  what  the 
colonifts  were  then  able  to  attempt,  without  any  af- 
liftance  from  the  mother  country* 
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Befides  the  agency  of  the  French,  there  were  other 
reafons  which  the  Indians  gave  for  this  war  with  the 
colonifts.  They  alledged  that  the  Englilh  refufed  to 
pay  the  yearly  tribute  of  corn,  agreed  upon  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  peace — that  they  hindered  them 
from  catching  filh  in  Sago  river,  by  the  nets,  which 
hindered  the  filh  from  coming  where  they  were  wont 
to  come.  They  faid,  though  the  colonifts  had  got 
their  lands,  they  imagined  the  fifties  in  the  rivers  had 
been  ftill  theit  privilege.  But  the  greateft  grievance 
of  all,  was  the  giving  patents  for  lands  which  belong- 
ed to  them  ; this  incenfed  them  greatly.  And  it  mull 
be  allowed  that  neither  the  people  of  Old  or  New 
England  had  any  right  to  give  any  perfons  patents  to 
the  lands  of  the  Indians  without  their  confent.  It 
is  a ftrange  method  of  reafoning,  that  is  ufed  by  many 
felfilh  politicians,  that  European  fovereigns,  becaufe 
fome  of  their  fubjects  take  pofleflion  of  Come  parts  of 
a continent,  that  therefore  they  may  portion  out  the 
whole  to  their  friends,  according  to  their  good  will 
and  pleafure.  Y et  this  is  the  force  of  all  the  argu- 
ments of  either  the  French  or  the  Englifh  for  their 
right  of  poflclfion  of  many  parts  of  the  world. 

What  gave  the  firft  and  molt  confiderable  influence 
to  the  Indian  war,  was  the  behaviour  of  the  French 
in  Canada. — Thefe  ambitious  Gauls  had  no  fooner 
made  a fettlement  in  thofe  parts  of  the  wellern  world, 
than  they  began  to  make  conquefts,  and  endeavour- 
ed to  fubjeft  the  Indians  to  the  French  dominion. 
When  thel'e  natives  found  themfelves  in  a fituation  to 
refill  the  power  of  France,  they  defended  their  own 
rights,  and  made  reprifals  upon  the  enemy  ; and  fre- 
quently were  fo  fuccefsful,  that  notwithstanding  the 
French  having  the  advantage  of  fire  arms,  they  were 
defeated  by  the  Indians,  with  great  lofs,  and  put  in 
i fear 
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fear  of  lofing  their  own  dominions.  The  five  nation^ 
as  they  are  called,  of  Sinekas,  Cayugas,  Onoidos, 
Onadagues,  and  Mohawks,  which  lie  fouth  eaft  of 
the  lake  Ontorio,  and  north  weft  from  New  York 
and  Albany,  were  zealous  oppofers  of  the  French 
dominion.  Thefe  tribes  were  united  among  them- 
felves  upon  the  moft  liberal  principles  of  freedom  and 
liberty,  and  abhorred  all  forts  of  flavery  to  fuch  a de- 
gree, that  they  would  not  even  enflave  a captive. 
Such  were  their  ideas  of  liberty  and  juftice,  that  when 
a certain  man  broke  the  jail  of  New  York  and  fled  to 
the  five  nations,  that  they  paid  his  debt,  but  would 
not  deliver  up  his  perfon,  but  adopted  him  into  their 
tribes,  and  made  him  free.  Lmcedemon,  in  the  very 
height  of  its  glory,  did  not  excel  the  five  nations  in 
their  ideas  of  liberty. , It  was  no  wonder  that  a peo- 
ple fo  zealous  for  freedom  fhould  have  had  an  hearty 
averfion  to  a nation  which,  for  many  ages,  attempted 
to  make  (laves  of  all  the  world. 

The  Dutch  who  fettled  at  New  York,  1609,  about 
fix  years  after  the  French  came  to  Canada,  made  no 
attempts  of  conqueft,  but  lived  peaceably  with  the 
five  nations,  and  carried  on  trade : between  the  Dutch 
and  thefe  Indians,  there  was  a perfect  friendfhip.  The 
Englifh,  who  fucceeded  to  the  Dutch  in  the  fettle- 
ment  of  New  York,  obferved  nearly  the  fame  plaq, 
between  whom  and  the  five  nations,  there  continued 
a good  underftanding  for  many  years ; though  it  mull 
be  granted  that  the  Englifh  did  not  fupport  the  prin- 
ciples of  friendfhip  with  the  fame  ardour  and  zeal  that 
the  five  nations  fupported  it,  yet  the  alliance  which 
the  Englifh  entered  into  with  the  five  nations  was 
never  broken  on  their  part  for  the  fpace  of  fixty  years. 
This  may  plainly  teach  us,  that  had  the  European 
Chriftians  been  as  honeft  and  faithful  as  the  Indians 
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of  the  five  nations,  there  would  have  been  no  occa- 
on  for  fuch  horrid  wars,  as  have  often  happened  in 
tfiofe  parts  of  the  world. 

The  colonifts  of  New  England,  after  many  bloody 
lkirmifli.es  with  the  Frenchand  eaftern  Indians,  where- 
in many  lives  were  loft  on  both  fides,  entered  into  a 
treaty  with  the  five  nations  at  Albany,  in  the  year 
1689.  The  reafon  of  this  treaty,  upon  the  part  of 
the  New  England  colonifls  was,  that  they  were  in- 
formed that  the  eaftern  Indians,  by  the  means  of  the 
French,  were  foliciting  a confederation  with  the  five 
nations,  which  th,ey  very  wifely  conje&ured,  would 
not  be  for  the  filtered  of  the  Englifli,  nor  be  confid- 
ent with  their  fafety.  The  five  nations  had  been  for- 
midable to  the  French,  even  before  they  were  in  pof- 
feftion  of  fire  arms,  and  now  that  they  were  fupplied 
with  thefe,  fliould  they  be  engage^  againft  the  Eng- 
lifh,  they  would  be  very  dangerous  enemies.  For 
this  reafon  it  was  confidered  as  a piece  of  needful  po- 
licy, to  have  them,  if  poflible,  united  in  one  intereft 
with  New  England,  againft  the  French,  and  the  Indi- 
ans in  the  French  iqtereft.  The  agents  on  the  part 
of  New  England  were  Colonel  Jqlin  Pynchon,  Major 
John  Savage,  and  Captain  John  Bull,  and  on  the  lidp 
of  the  five  nations  was,  Tahajadoris,  a Mohawk  Sa- 
chem. After  the  ufual  formalities  on  fuch  occafions, 
Tahajadoris  addrejTed  the  agents  in  the  following  man- 
ner : 

“ Brethren,  you  are  welcqme  to  this  houfe,  which 
is  appointed  for  our  treaties,  and  public  bufinefs  with 
the  Chriftians : We  thank  you  for  renewing  the  cove- 
nant chain.  It  is  now  no  longer  of  iron,  and  fubjetf 
to  rult  as  formerly,  but  of  pure  filver,  and  includes  in 
it  all  the  King’s  fithjefts,  from  the  Senakas  country, 
caftward,  as  far  as  any  of  the  great  King’s  fuhjecfts 
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live,  and  fouthward  from  New  England  to  Virginia. 
Here  he  gave  a beaver.  , 

“We  are  glad  to  hear  of  the  good  fuccefs  our 
great  King  has  had  over  the  French  by  fea,  in  taking 
and  finking  fo  many  of  their,  men  of  war.  You  tell 
us  in  your  propofals  that  wd  are  one  people  ; lfet  us 
then  go  hand  in  hand  together,  to  ruin  and  deftroy 
the  French,  our  Common  enemy.  Gives  another  bea- 
ver. The  covenant-chain  between  us  is  ancient,  as 
you  tell  us,  and  of  long  Handing,  and  it  has  been  kept 
inviolably  by  us.  When  you  had  wars  fpmetime  ago 
with  the  Indians,  you  defired  us  to  help  you  j we  did 
it  readily,  and  to  the  purpofe,  for  we  purfued  them 
very  clofely  ; by  which  we  prevented  the  effufion  of 
much  blood.  This  was  a lign  that  we  loved  truly 
and  fincerely,  and  from  our  hearts — Gives  a belt. 

“ You  advife  us  to  purfue  our  enemies,  the  French, 
vigoroufly.  This  we  affure  you  we  are  refolved  to 
do  to  the  ptmolt  of  our  power  ; but  fince  the  French 
are  your  enemies  likewife,  we  defire  our  brethren  of 
the  three  colonies  to  fend  us  an  hundred  men  for  the 
fecurity  of  this  place,  which  is  ill  provided,  in  cafe  of 
an  attack  from  the  French — The  Chriftians  have 
vi&uals  enough  for  their  entertainment.  Gives  one 
belt. 

We  patiently  bore  many  injuries  from  the  French, 
from  one  year  to  another,  before  we  took  up  the  axe 
againit  them.  Our  patience  made  the  governor  of 
Canada  think  that  we  were  afraid  of  him,  and  durft 
not  refent  the  injuries  we  had  long  fuffered ; but  now 
he  is  undeceived.  We  affure  you  that  we  are  refolv- 
ed never  to  drop  the  axe  ; the  French  Avail  never  fee 
our  faces  in  peace  ; we  (hall  never  be  reconciled  as 
lonp-  as  one  Frenchman  is  alive  : we  fhall  never  make 

o ' 
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every  one  of  us  cut  in  pieces.  Our  brethren  of  the 
three  colonies  may  depend  on  this — Gives  a beaver. 

“ As  to  what  you  told  us  of  the  Orvanagungas  and 
Uragees,  we  anfwer : that  we  were  never  fo  proud 
and  haughty  as  to  begin  a war  without  provocation. 
You  tell  us  that  they  are  treacherous  rogues.  We  be- 
lieve it } and  that  they  will  undoubtedly  alEft  the 
French.  If  they  lhall  do  this,  or  lhall  join  with  any 
of  our  enemies,  either  French  or  Indians,  then  we 
will  kill  and  deftroy  them.” — Gives  a beaver. 

Then  the  Mohawks  offered  five  of  their  men  to. 
guard  the  agents  home  againft  any  of  their  Indian 
enemies,  who  they  were  afraid  might  be  lying  in  wait 
for  the  agents,  and  gave  a belt.  Then  the  fpeaker 
proceeded,  and  faid,  “ We  have  fpoke  what  we  had 
to  fay  of  the  war,  we  now  come  to  the  affairs  of 
peace : we  promife  to  preferve  the  chain  inviolably, 
and  wifh  that  the  fun  may  always  Ihine  in  peace  over 
our  heads,  that  are  comprehended  in  this,  chain.  We 
give  two  belts,  one  for  the . fun,  the  other  for  his 
beams.  We  make  faff  the  roots  of  the  tree  of  peace 
and  tranquillity,  which  is  planted  in  this  place.  Its 
roots  extend  as  far  as  the  outmoft  of  your  colonies. 
If  the  French  fhould-come  to  {hake  this  tree,  we 
would  feel  it  by  the  motion  of  its  roots,  which  extend 
into  our  country.  But  we  truft  it  will  not  be  in  the 
governor  of  Canada’s  power  to  (hake  this  tree,  which 
has  been  fo  firmly  and  folong  planted  with  us.”— Gives 
two  beavers. 

Laftly,  he  defired  the  Magiffxatcs  of  Albany  to  re- 
member what  he  had  faid,  and  gave  them  a beaver. 
The  New  England  agents  were  not  fully  fatisfied  with 
all  that  the  Sachem  had  faid ; for  the  chief  thing 
they  wanted,  was  to  know  their  difpofition  concern- 
ing this  point.  The  five  nations  anfwered,  “ We 
* cannot 
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cannot  declare  war  againft  the  eaftern  Indians,  for 
they  have  done  no  harm ; neverthelefs  our  brethren 
of  New  England  may  be  aftured,that  we  will  live  and 
die  in  friendfliip  with  them.  When  we  took  up 
arms  againft  the  Ffench  and  their  confederate.-,  we 
did  not  make  wdr  with  them  at  the  perfuafions  of  our 
brethren  here  ; for  they  did  not  fo  much  as  know  our 
intention  till  fourteen  days  after  our  army’  had  begun 
to  march.” 

Thefe  Indians  whom  we  call  favages,  appear  in  many 
fnftances  to  have  better  notions  of  juftice  than  the  po- 
lite and  civilized  Chriftians  in  Europe : they  cOnfider 
war  as  unrighteous,  without  men  receive  injury, 
and  do  not  account  it  a fufficient  reafon  to  engage  irt 
war  eVert  in  behalf  of  their  friends-,  till  once  they  know 
the  grounds  of  the  corfrrOverfy. 

Among  all  the  Indiah  tribes,  none  were  foch  ene- 
mies' to  the  En'glifh  colonlfts  as  thofe  who  were  Called 
the  Ffeftch  praying  Indians.  Thefe  being  perverted 
by  Jefuit  miflionaries,  who  not  only  poifoned  their 
minds  with  all  the  abfuiditfes  of  Popery,  but  inftilled 
into  them  the  greateft  antipathy  againft  the  Engliffr 
by  lyes  and  falfe  reprefentations.  Thefe  tribes  w’ere 
fo  fully  under  the  French  influence,  that  they  took 
every  opportunity  to  harrafs  and  diftrefs  all  their 
neighbours  that  were  inclined  to  fatour  the  Englifli. 
They  had  loft  their  fofmer  bonefty  which  they  had 
while  they  were  Heathens,  arid  were  become  fuck 
confummate  diffemblers,  that  there  was  no  depending 
upon  any  thing  they  faid. — And  what  rendered  them 
ftiil  more  dangerous  and  abominable,  they  were  more 
barbarous  and  cruel  than  when  they  were  profefled 
Infidels.  The  French  priefts  had  inftrufted  them  in 
none  of  thofe  principles  of  religion  and  humanity 
Which  fofren  the  heart,  and  footh  the  rugged  palftons 
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of  the  foul : they  had  Hill  concealed  from  them  the 

Scriptures,  arid  the  pure  doctrines  of  morality  which 
they  contain,  and  only  taught  them  concerning  the 
infallibility  of  the  Pope,  and  the  omnipbtehtC  of  the 
French  king.  Tftcfe  miffionaries  of  Rome  in  the 
firft  inftarice  taUght  them  that' all  the  Englifh  were  he- 
retics, and  in  a ftate  of  damnation’ ; arid  that  it  was  me- 
ritorious to  deftroy  as  many  of  them  a^  they  Wece  able ; 
and  that  cheating  them  with  lyes  arid  falfe  promifes, 
Was  fo  far' from  beifig  a crime,  that  it  was  the  great- 
eft  virtue,  and  would  meet  With  ari  ample  reward  in 
the  other  world.  Uhder  the  influence  of  fuch  tu- 
torage, it  was  no  Wonder  that  a barbarous  arid  fa- 
* vage  people  turned: worfe  than  they  w'ete  before. 

One  thing  which  Often  rendered  the  colonifts 
•tirifuccefsful  in  their  attempts  againft  the  French  and 
Indians  was,  the  hegleft  or  incapacity  of  their  gover- 
nors, which  were  then  fent  from  Great  Britain.  As  it 
frequently  happened  that  thofe  gentlemen  who  were 
appointed  to  thefe  offices  were  more  intent  in  purfuing 
their  own  intereft,  than  looking  alter  the  welfare  of 
the  colonies,  they  often  negle&ed  the  proper  mea- 
fures  neCeflary  for  obtaining  their  welfare.  The 
colonifts  who  were  not  allowed  by  government 
to  interfere  in  that  department  which  belong- 
ed to  the  crown,  but  who  at  the  fame  time  fuffer- 
'i  „.ed  by  the  mifeonduft  of  its  fervants,  were  ready,  in 
Hieir  hearts,  to  defpife  men,  whom  they  found  take 
upon  them  polls  of  importance  they  were  not  quali- 
fied to  fulfil.  Governors  appointed  by  authority,  at 
fo  great  a diftance,  and  not  conne&ed  with  the  inha- 
bitants, by  the  cgmmon  ties  of  mutual  intereft,  unlefs 
they  are  both  men  of  good  fenfe  and  great  virtue,  will 
feldom  anfvver  the  purpofes  of  goodlegiflature.  When 
a government  intends  the  general  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity, it  Ihould  lay  alide  all  partiality  in  the  appoint- 
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ment  of  men  to  offices  of  flate,  and  always  chufe  the 
wife  ft  and  beft,  and  fuch  as  are  fitteft  for  the  depart- 
. mentaffigned.  A particular  acquaintance  with  the  peo- 
ple where  the  magiftrates  are  to  refide  and  rule,  as  well 
as  common  interefts  joined  together  with  theirs,  will 
always  be  found  necefiary  to  make  men  acceptable  in 
that  character.  It  has  been  much  owing  to  the  Eng- 
lilh  government  not  being  careful  in  this  particular, 
that  fuch  difcord  has  arifen  between  Great  Britain 
and  her  once  flourilhing  colonies. 

Before  we  return  to  the  regular  courfe  of  the  hi- 
ftory  of  the  prefent  war,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  take 
a view  of  the  conftiration  of  the  feveral  colpnies  in 
America,  that,  by  examining  their  fundamental  rights 
and  privileges,  we  may  be  able  to  judge  concerning 
the  caufe  of  the  bloody  conteft  that  is  now  carrying 
on-  . i . 


Char. 


Digitized  by  Google 


I 


A.D.  1771.  the  WAR  IN  AMERICA: 


Chap.  VI. 


"The  government  and  conjlitution  of  the  Colonies,— of 
Rhode  Ifland, — Connecticut, — Virginia,— Penfylva- 
nia, — Maryland , — Georgia , &c. 

A 

E have  already  taken  a view  of  the  conftitution 
of  the  colony  of  Maffachufets  bay,  their  original  char- 
ter of  privileges,  and  the  tenure  by  which  they  hold 
their  right  of  poffeflion  of  their  lands  in  thofe  parts. 
It  was  not  long  after  the  firft  colonifts  fettled  in  Ame- 
rica, before  they  differed  concerning  fome  points  ojf 
religion,  and  carried  their  contentions  fo  far  as  to 
perfecute.  thofe  who  could  not,  or  would  not  conform 
to  their  articles  of  faith.  This  barbarous  and  inhuman 
difpofition  proceeded  fo  far  as  not  only  to  make  them 
deny  the  Diffenters,  from  their  creed,  theprivileges  of 
yitizens,  but  alfo  to  banifh  them  out  of  the  country, 
with  threatenings  of  fevere  pun  iftunent  provided  they 
fliould  return.  1 his  violent  and  intolerant  practice, 
though  it  is  a fevere  reflection  upon  the  character  of 
tbe  colonifts,  in  the  courfe  of  providence,  turned  out 
for  good  to  thofe  who  were  perfecuted,  and  made 
them  feek  to.  provide  for  themfelves  in  other  parts  of 
the  country,  which  they  would  not  have  thought  of 
in  an  ordinary  courfe  of  affairs.  It  was  for  the  rear 
fens  juft  now  mentioned,  that  fome  of  the  perfecuted 
colonifts,  in  the  year  1639,  began  a fettlement  in 

Rhode 


Digitized  by  Google 


a6i,  H I S T 0 R Y o It  A-  D.  «m. 

Rhode  Ifiand.  This  is  one  of  the  (mallei  provinces,  of 
which  New  England  is  compofed.  It  lies  off  Mount 
Hope,  and  confifts  of  a final)  iiland  of  that.name,  and 
is  the  old  pi  mtation  of  Providence  This  Iiland,  from 
whom  the  Province  has  its  name,  lies  in  Naraganfet 
bay,  and  is  about  fifteen  or  fixteen -miles  in  length, 
and  four  or  five  in  breadth.  This  iiland  is  one  of  the 
moll  beautiful  and  pleafant  parts  in  New  England. 
On  account  of  the  fruitfulnefs  of  the  foil,  and  tem- 
peratenefs  of  the  climate,  it  is  called  by  fome  the  Pa* 
radife  of  New  England  ; for  though  it  does  not  lie 
above  60  miles  fouth  of  Bolton,  it  is  much  warmer  in 
winter,  being  furroundedby  the  fea,  and  not  foaffe£ted 
by  land  breezes  as  the  neighbouring  parts  on  the  con- 
tinent. There  was  a very  considerable  trade  carried 
on  before  the  war  in  this  iiland  with  the  fugar  colo- 
nies, with  butter  and  cheefe,  horfes,  Iheep,  beef, 
pork,  timber,  and  frames  for  houfes.  Thefreenefs  of 
the  fituation  in  procefsof  time  invited  fo  many  planters 
to  this  iiland,  that  it  was  foon  overftocked,  and  fome 
of  them  purchafed  land,  gnd  bpilt  the  towns  of 
Providence  and  Warwick.  What  contributed  much 
to  the  population  of  this  colony  was,  the  free  unlimi- 
ted toleration  that  was  granted  in  it,  to  all  forts  of 
religious  profeffions,  This  praftice  of  toleration  will 
always  have  a great  influence,  both  upon  the  encreafe 
of  the  inhabitants  of  colonies,  and  the  govern- 
ment of  all  nations ; for  though  it  is  affirmed  by  fome 
that  toleration  of  feftariesis  the  occaikm  of  divifions, 
^nd  contentions  in  nations,  yet  the  very  contrary  is 
matter  of  faft.  For  it  is  by  laying  unneceflary  re- 
ftraints  upon  men’s  confGiences  that  creates  fedtaries, 
which  if  they  were  permitted  to  take  their  own  way, 
would  feldom  give  any  trouble.  Government  ought 
therefore  to  tolerate  all  forms  of  religion,  except 
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{uch. as  will  not  give  liberty  to  otheys.  Rhode  Ifland 
\yas  formed  into  a difHnft  government  by, a charter 
granted  in  the  fifteenth  of  King  Charles  the  feeond. 
This  charter  gives  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony 
free  liberty  for  the  exercife  of  their  religion,  and 
makes  Rhode  Ifland  a corporation  politic,  in  name 
and  faft,  by  the  name  of  the  governor,  and  company  • 
of  the  Englilh  colony  of  Rhode  Ifland  and  Proyidence 
plantations,  in  New  England,  in  America;  and  that 
by  the  fame  name  they  and  their  fucceflbrs  (hall  and 
may  have  perpetual  fucceflio'n,  and  fhall  and  may  be 
perfons  capable  in  law  to  fue  and  plead  for  all  their 
juft  privileges  *.  The  governor  and  company  were 

to  ‘ 

m RHODE  ISLAND  CHARTER.  dicnce  of  the  fame  faith  and  wor- 
Charles  the  feeond,  by  the  grace  (hip,'  did  not  only  by  the  confent 
ofGod,&c.  To  all  to  whom  tbefe  and  good  encouragement  of  our 
prefents  (hall  come,  greeting,  royal  progenitors,  tranfport  them- 
Whereas  we  have  been  informed  felves  out  of  this  kingdom  of  Eng- 
by  the  humble  petition  of  our  tru-  land  into  America ; but  alfo  fmee 
(ty  and  well  beloved  fubje<5ls,  John  their  arrivaj  there,  after  their  Crft 
Clarke,  on  the  behalf  of  Benjamin  fettlement  among)!  other  ourfub- 
Avnold,  William  Brenton,  William  jeits  in  thofc  parts,  for  avoiding  of 
Codington,  Nicholas  Karton,  Wil-  difcord,  and  thofe  many  evils  which 
iiain  Bouillon,  John  Porter,  John  were  likely  to  enfuc  upon  thofe 
Smith,  Samuel  Gorton,  John  our  fubjeds,  nof  being  able  to  hear 
Weekcs,  Roger  Williams,  Thomas  in  thofe  remote  pans  their  d iffe- 
Olney,  Gregory  Dexter,  John  Co-  rent  apprehenlions  in  religion* 
gelhall,  Jofrph  Clarke,  Randall  concernments ; and  in  purfuance 
Houldcn,  John  Greene,  John  of  the  aforefaid  ends,  did  once  a- 
Uoome,  Samuel  WildborC,  Wil-  gain  leave  their  dcfirable  ftation* 
Siam  Fi..id,  James  Darker,  Richard  and  habitations,  and  with  ^sceflive 
lew,  Thomas  Harris,  and  William  labour  and  travel,  hazard  and 
Dyre,  and  the  reft  of  the  purclia-  charge,  did  tranfplant  themfelve* 
fers,  and  free  inhabitants  of  our  into  the  fnidft  of  the  Indian  native* 
jlland  called  Rhode  Ifland,  and  the  who,  as  we  are  informed,  are  the 
felt  of  the  colony  of  Providence  mofl  potent  princes  and  people  of 
Plantations,  in  the  Naraganfcf  bay,  all  that  country ; wherg’oy  the  good 
ip  New  England  in  America,  That  providence  ot  God  (from  whom 
they,  purltiing  with  peace  and'loy-  the  pUr.-  ations  figve  taken  their 
al  rrtinds,  thrjr  fdber,  ferious,  and  n4mt)  upop  their  labour  and  in- 
felijious  intentions;  of  godly  edi-  duftry,  they  have  not  only  been 
fying  themfelves,  and  one  another  preferred  to  admiration,  but  havf 
in  the  holy  Chridian  faith  and  wor  inerrafed  and  prolpered,  and  are 
(hip. as  they  were  perlaaded,  toge-  fefzed  and  poffeflid,  by  pin  chafe 
ther  with  the  gaining  over  and  con-  and  confent  of  the  faid  natives,  Jq 
verlkm  of  the  poor  ignorant  Indian  their  full  content,  of  fuch  land*, 
tati'v  es,  in  thofe  parts  of  America,  iflamls,  rivers,  harbours,  and  roads 
tw  the  fuieerie  profellion  and  obe-  as  are  very  convenient  both  for 

plantations, 
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to  have  a common  feal,  and  the  governor  might  af- 
femble  the  company  as  often  as  he  pleafed.  Ihe  go-  ' 
vernor,  by  the  charter,  was  to  be  defied  annually  by 
the  general  alTembiy  in  the  month  of  May,  and  every 
accidental  vacancy,  by  death,  or  otherwife,  was  to  be 
filled  up  by  the  affembly.  The  governor  and  deputy - 
governor  Were  to  take  an  oath  for  the  due  and  faith- 
ful performance  of  their  duty,  and  all  other  inferior 
, officers  were  to  govern  the  colony,  according  to  the 
laws  that  were  then  in  being  and  iq  ufe,  as  far  as  they 


and  alfo  for  builfling  of  fhips,  fup- 
plp  of  pipeflates,  and  other  mer- 
chandize, and  which  lies  very  com- 
modious in  many  refpefls  for  com- 
merce, and  to  accommodate  our 
fouthern  plantations,  and  may 
much  advance  the  trade  of  this 
our  realm,  and  greatly  enlarge  the 
the  territories  thereof,  they  having, 
by  near  neighbourhood  to,  and 
friendly  fociety  with,  the  great  bo-' 
dy  of  tlie  NarragSnfet  Indians,  gi- 
ven them  encouragement,  of  their 
own  accord,  to  fubject  themfelvej, 
fheif  people  and  lands,  unto  us; 
whereby  (as  is  hoped)  there  may, 
in  time,  by  the  bleffingof  God  up- 
on their  endeavours,  be  laid  a fure 
foundation  of  happinefs  to  all  A- 
merica.  And  whereas,  in  {heir 
I nimble  addrefs,  they  have  freely 
((eylared.  Hi  at  it  is  much  on  their 
hearts  ,(if  they  be  permitted)  to 
hold  forth  a lively  experiment, 
that  a inoft  flourimitjg  civil,  date 
may  Hand,  and  beft  be  maintained, 
and  that  among  our  Iinglifh  fab- , 
ji&s,  With  a full  liberty  in  religious 
concernments,  .mdthutarue  piety, 
rightly  grounded  upon  go';  eI  prin- 
ciples, will  give  tiie  bcilaudgrcat- 
tii  fecurity  to  Ibverciguty,  an  t ay  ill 
lay  in  the  hearts  bfrr.cn  the  llruug- 
tui  obiigations  to  true  loyall  y : now 
know  ye.  That  we  being  willing  to 
encourage  the  hopeful  undertaking 
of  our  laid,  loyal  and  loving  S;;b- 
■ r . • , - - 


were 

jc<5ts,  and  to  fecurc  them  in  the 
free  exercife  apd  enjoyment  of  all 
their  civil  and  religious  rights  ap-- 
ptrtaining  to  them  as  our  loving 
liibjedts;  and  topreferveuntothem- 
tliar  liberty  in  the  true  Chriftian 
faith  and  worfliip  of  God,  which 
they  have  fought  with  fo  much) 
travel,  and  with  peaceable  mind?* 
and  loyal  fubjedtion  to  our  royal 
progenitors,  and  ourfelves,  to  en- 
joy: and  becaufe  fome  of  the  peo-. 
pie  and  inhabitants  of  the  fame  co  - 
lony  cannot,  in  their  pt  irate  opi- 
nion, according  to  the  liturgy, 
form,  and  ceremonies  of  the  church 
of  England,  or  take  or  fublcribe 
the  oaths  and  articles  made  and  e- 
Rabliflied  in  that  behalf ; and  for 
that  the  tame,  by  reafon  of  the  re- 
mote diftances  of  tfiofe  places,  will, 
as  we  hope,  be  no  breach  of  the  uni- 
ty and  urifor  Tiity  eftablifhed  in  this'  , 
nation,  have  therefore  thought  fit, 
and  do  hereby  pubiiflj,  grant,  or- 
dain, .and  declare,  that  our  royal 
will  and  pie  a fure  is.  That  no  perfori 
within  the  laid  colony,  at  any  time 
hereafter,  fball  be  any-wife  inolef-' 
ted,  punifhed,  diiquieted,  or  called 
in  Cjucfliori,  for.  any  differences  hi 
npuiion  in  mattert  of  religion,  and, 
do  not  actually  dilturb  the  civil 
peace  of  our  faid  colony  ; but  that 
all  and  every  periun  and  perfons 
may,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  alt 
times  licit  after,  freely  and  fully 
hiv? 
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were  not  contrary  t6  the  laws  of  England.  When  the 
affembly  was  not  fitting  to  arm  the  people*  and  lead 
them  forth  to  war  againft  any  enemy  that  came  a- 
gainft  them.  The  right  to  the  foil  is  held  in  the  fame 
manner  as  that  of  Maffachufetts  bay,  and  upon  the 
fame  tenure,  as  is  manifeft  from  the  charter.  In  cafe 
of  doubtful  or  perplexed  controverfies,  an  appeal  Was 
to  be  made  to  the  King  as  the  dernier  refort.'  * 
The  reader  will  judge  for  himfelf,  whether  the 
legiflature  of  Britain  has  any  right  to  make  laws  for 

this 


have  and  enjoy  his  and  their  own 
judgments  and  confidences,  in  mat. 
ter!  of  religious  concernments, 
throughout  the  trad  of  land  here- 
after mentioned,  they  behaving 
themfelves  peaceably  and  quietly, 
and  not  ufing  this  liberty  to  licen- 
tioufnefs  and  profanenels,  not  to 
the  civil  injury  or  outward  dif- 
t urbane e of  others,  any  law,  fta- 
tute  or  claufe  therein  contained, 
or  to  be  contained,  ufage  Orcuftom 
of  this  realm,  to  the  contraryhtreof, 
in  anv  wile  notwithftanding.  And 
that  they  may  be  in  the  better  ca- 
pacity to  defend  themfelves  in  their 
juft  rights  and  liberties  againft  all 
the  enemies  of  the  Chrifttan  faith, 
and  others,  in  all  refpe&s,  we  have 
further  thought  fit,  and  at  the 
humble  petition  of  the  perfons  a- 
forefaid,  are  gracioufly  pleated  to 
declare.  That  they  (hall  have  and 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  our  late  r.dt  of 
indemnity,  and  free  pardon,  as  the 
reft  of  our  fubje&s  in  other  our  do- 
minions and  territories  have ; and 
to  create  and  make  them  a body 
politic  or  corporate,  with  the 
powers  or  privileges  hetein  after 
mentioned ; and  accordingly,  our 
will  and  pleafure  is,  and  ourefpe- 
cial  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and 
mere  motion,  we  have  ordained, 
conftitutcd,  and  declared,  and  by 
thefr  prelents,  for  us,  onriieiisand 


fucceffors,  do  ordain,  conftitute, 
and  declare,  That  they  the  laid 
William  Brenton,  William  Coding- 
ton,  Nicholas  Eafton,  Benedkft 
Arnold,  William  Bouillon,  John 
Porter,  Samuel  Gorton,  John 
Smith,  John  Wcekes,  Roger  Wil- 
liams, Thomas  Olney,  Gregory 
Dcxte,  John  Cogcfhall,  Jofepli 
Clarke,  Randall  Houlden,  John 
Greene,  John  Roome,  William 
Dyre,  Samuel  Wildbore,  Richard 
Tew,  William  Field,  Thomas  Har- 
ris, James  Barker, Rainf- 

borrow,  Williams,  and 

John  Nickfgn,  and  all  fuch  others 
as  are  crow,  or  hereafter  fhall  be 
admitted,  free  of  the  company  and 
fociety  of  our  colony  of  Providence 
Plantations, in  the  Nnrrsgai.fet  bay, 
in  New  England,  (hall  be,  from  time 
to  time,  and  for  ever  hereafter,  a 
body  corporate  and  politic,  in  faff 
and  name,  by  the  name  of  the  Go- 
vernor and  company  of  the  Eng- 
lilh  colony  of  Rhode  lfiand,  and 
Providence  Plantations,  in  New 
England,  in  America ; and  that  by 
tbc  fame  name  they  and  their  fuc- 
ccfinrs  (hall  and  may  have  pet  pr- 
tual  fucceflion,  and  (hall  and  may 
be  perfons  able  and  capable  in  the 
law  to  file  and  he  filed,  to  plead 
and  be  impleaded,  to  anfwer  mid 
to  be  anfwered  unto,  to  defend 
and  to  be  defended,  in  all  and  fir.g 
gular 


Digitized  by  Google 


this  tplftny,  according  to  the  language  of  their  char- 
ter j or  whether  at  that  time  it  was  under  ft  ood  that 
the  foverejgn  had,  as  good  a right  to  make  that  peo- 
ple free,  as  he  has  to  make  free  men  in  England.  , ' If 
the  right  to  the  foil  was  in  the  King,  then  undoubted- 
ly it  was  given  away  upon  the  condition  of  that  cjiar- 
jer.  If  he  had  no  fuch  right,  then^  the  right  of  the 
colony  is  good  for  nothing.  But, this  was  not  the„ 
idea  of  either  the  King. or  parliament,  or  the  cplo- 
nifts  at  the  time  the  charter  was  granted/  " V 
> *'  ' ‘ '*** 1 **'  • " *-The 


gular  fnits,  caufes.  qnyrrels.  mat- 
ters. actions,  and  things  of  jvhat 
kind  or  nature  foever  and  a'fo  to 
h:ivc,take,poflefs,  acquire,  ail’d,  por- 
ch,ife  lifnds,  tenements,  of  heredi- 
taments, or  any  good/ or  chattels, 
and  the  fame  to  leafe,’  "rant,  de- 
mile, alien,  bargain,  fell  and  dif- 
pole  of,  at-thel.  own  will  and 
pleafure,  as  ether  our  liege  peo- 
ple of  this  our  realm  of  England, 
or  any  corporation  or  body  poli- 
tic within  the  fame,  may  lawfully 
do  ; and  further,  That  they  the 
faid  Governor  and  Company,  and 
their  fucceflbrs,  rfn  l and  may,  for 
ever  hereafter,  have  a common 
feal,  to  ferve  and  ufe  for  all  mat- 
ters, cattles,  things,  and  affairs 
whatfoever,  of  them  and  their  fuc- 
ceflbrs,  and  the  fame  leal  to  alter, 
change,  break,  and  make  new  from 
time  to  time,  at  their  will  and  plea- 
fure,  as  they  {hall  think  fit.  .And 
further,  we  will  and  ordain,  and 
by  thefc  prefents,  for  us,  our  heirs 
and  fucceiTors,  do  declare  and  ap- 
point, That  for  the,  better  order- 
ing and  managing  ofthe  ."(Fairs  aftd 
butiuefs  of  the  laid  company  and 
their  fuccefiors,  there  fhajl  he  one 
governor,  one  deputy  governor, 
and  ten  afliftants,  to  be  from  time 
to  time  conit  tuted,  eledted,  and 
chofen  out  of  the  freemen  of  the 
laid  company,  for  the  time  being, 
in  fu<:h  manner  and  form  as  is 


hereafter  in  Ihefe  prefents  expref- 
fi  (I ; which  faid  officers  (hall  apply 
themfeKes  to  take  care  for  the  belt 
difpofinR  and  ordering  of  the  ge- 
neral btifinefs  atul  affairs  of and con- 
cerning the  landsand  hereditaments 
heft-iti  atterm  ntiohed  to  be  grant- 
ed, and  the  plantation  thereof,  and 
the  government  ofthe  people  there.’’ 
And  for  the  better  exeention  of  out- 
royal  plfaftlfe  herein,  we  do  for  us, 
ottr  neirs  and  fuCceffors,  afligri 
name,  eonftitute.  and  appoint,  the 
aft  refitid  Benedift  Arnold  tobe  the 
firft  and  prefont  governor,  of  the 
faid  company,  and  the  faid  William 
Boclflon,  John  Porter,  Roger  Wil- 
liams, Thomas  Olney,  John  Smith, 
John  GHcene,  John  Cogcfltall, 
James  Barker.  William  Field,  and 
Jofeph  Clarke,  to  be  the  ten'  pre- 
fent  a Hi  I!  ant*  ofthe  ('aid  company, 
to  continue  in  the  faid  feveral  of- 
fices refpeftively.  until  the  firft 
Wednelilay  which  {hall  be  in  the 
month  of  May  now  next  coming. 
And  further,  we  will,  and  by  theic 
prefents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fec- 
celfors,  do  ordain  and  grant.  That 
the  governor  of  the  faid  company,  ' 
for  the  titre  being,  or  in  his  a b- 
fence,  by  occafion  of  ficknels,  or 
otherwifo,  by  his  leave  or  'pet  mif- 
fion,  the  drputy-governor,  for  the  * 
time  being,  fhall  and  may,  from 
time  to  time,  upon  all  occaftons, 
give  order  for  the  affemblingofthc  C 
•*  - faid  ' 
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The  colony  of  Connefticut,  comprehending  New 
M in  Haven, 

faid  company,  and  calling  them  have  hereby  given  and  granted  un- 
together,  to  confidt  and  advife  of  to  them,  full  power  and  authority, 
the  bufincfs  and  affairs  of  the  laid  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times 
company  ; and  that  for  ever  here-  hereafter,  to  appoint,  alter,  and 
after,  twice  in  every  year,  thajf  is  change  fitch  days,  times  and  places 
to  fay,  on  every,  firft  Wednef-  of  •'meeting,  and  general  aflembly, 
day  in  the  month  of  May,  as  they  ftiall  think  fit,  and  to  chufe, 
and  on  every  lad  Wcdncfday  nominate  and  appoint  fuch  and  lb 
in  Oftober.  or  oftener,  in  cafe  many  periods  as  'they  think  fit, 
it  lhall  be  requifite,  the  afiiftants,  and  (ball  be  willing  to  accept  the 
and  fuch  of  the  freemen  of  the  faid  fame,  to  be  free  of  the  faid  com- 
compauy,  not  exceeding  fix  per-  pany  and  body  politic,  and  them 
foas,  for  Newport,  four  pcdons’for  into  the  lame  to  admit,  and  to  e- 
each  of  the-  refpective  towns  of  left,  and  conflitute  Inch  offices  and 
■Providence,  Portfmbuth,  atidVVar-’  officers,  and  to  grant  fuch  needful 
wick,  and  two  perfons  fi.r  each gqmmiffions  as  they  ft. all  think  fit 
ther  place,  town,  or  city,  who  and  requifite,  for  ordering,  mana- 
fhallbefromtime  to  time  thereunto  ging,  and  difpatching  ofthe  affairs 
elefted  or  deputed  by.  the . ytajor  of  the  laid  governor  and  company, 
part  of  thg  foremen  oftthe  fcfpefe^  a*hd  their  fucceflbrs  ? and,  from 
live  places, '‘towns  or  , places  furj  tune  to  time,  to  make.  Ordain,  con- 
which  they  (hail  be  fo  efefted  qj  llitute,  or  repeal,  fuch  laws,  fta- 
deputed,  fhall  have,  a general  meet-  tuteS,  orders  and  ordinances,  forms 
tng  or  affembly,  then  and  there  to  and  ceremonies  of  government  and 
confult,  advife,  and  determine,  in  magiftracy,  as  to  them 'fhall  feem 
and  about  the  affairs  and  bufinefs  meet,  for  the  good  and  Welfare  of 
of  the,  faid  .company  andplanta-'  the  faid  company,  and  lor  the  go- 
tions.  ■ Aucffartber,  we  do  of  our  Vcrnment  and  orderingof  the  lands 
cfpecial  grace,  certain  knowledge;  and  heiedithments  herein  after 
and  mere  (potion,  give  and  grant  mentioned  to  be  granted,  and  of 
unto  the  faid  governor  and  com-  the  people  that  do,  or  at  anytime 
pany  of  the  Englifh  colony  of  hcreaftcrfhallinhabit.orbewith- 
Rhode  Ifland  and  Providence  Plan-  in  the  fame  ; foas  fuch  laivs,or- 
tatlons,  in  New  England,  in  Ame-r  dinances,  and  conftitutions.  fo 
rica,  and  thdir  fuecenTors,  That  the  made,  be  not  contrary  and  repitg- 
governor,  or  in  htssibfence,  oh  by  nant  unto,  but,  as  near*a&  may,  be 
his  perm  (lion,  theddputy-govenior  agreeable  to  the  la*  s of  this  our 
ofthe  fiiid  company.*  tor  the  time  realm  of  England,  confiderihg  tiie 
being,  the  affiftants.-and  fuch  of  the  nature  and  conflitution  of  the 
freemen  of  the  laid  company  as  place  and  people  there;  and  alfo, 
fhall  be  fo  tWffaid  e'efted  or  de-  to  appoint,  order,  and  direct,  ercit 
puted,  or  fo  many  of  them  as  fliatl  and  fettle  fuch  places  and  courts 
he  prefent  at  inch  meeting  or  af-  of  jurifdiftion.  for  hearing  and  dc- 
fembly,  as  aforefaid,-  lhall  be  cal-  termining  Of  all  aftions,  cafes,  mat- 
led  the  general  affembly  ; and  that  ttrs  and  things,  happening  within 
they,  or  the  greattlt  part  of  the  faid  colony  and  plantation,  and 
them  prefent.  whereof  the  gover-  which  fhall  be  in  difpute,  and  de- 
nor,  and  fix  of  the  afiiftants  at  pending  there,  as  they  fhall  think 
lea  ft,  to  be  feven,  find! 'have,  and  fit;  and  aifo  to  diftingttiili  and  fet 
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Haven,  received  a charter  the  year  before,  from  the 

fame 


forth  the  fereral  names  and  titles, 
dutiet)  powers  and  limits,  of  each 
court,  office  and  officer,  fuperior 
and  inferior and  alfo,  to  contrive 
and  appoint  fuch  forms  of  oaths 
and  aueftations,  not  repugnant, 
but  as  near  as  may  be  agueableas 
aforefaid  to  the  laws  and  ftatutes 
of  this  our  realm  as  are  convenient 
and  requiltte,  with  refpcdl  to  the 
due  adminiftration  of  jufttce,  and 
due  execution  and  difeharge  of  all 
offices  and  places  of  truft,  by  the 
perfons  that  (ball  be  therein  con- 
cerned ; and  alfo  to  regulate  and 
order  the  svay  and  manner  of  all 
cle&ions  to  offices  and  p aces  of 
trnlt,  and  to  preferibe,  limit,  and 
diftinguifh  the  number  and  bounds 
herein  after  mentioned,  and  not 
of  all  places,  towns,  and  cities, 
with  the  limits  and  bounds 
herein  particularly  named,  who 
have  or  ffiall  have  the  power  of  e- 
lefting  and  fending  of  freemen  to 
the  faid  general  afi'embly ; and  al- 
fo to  order,  diretft  and  authorife 
the  impoling  of  lawful  and  reafon- 
able  fines,  mulcts,  imprilbnments, 
and  executing  other  punifhments, 
pecuniary  and  corporal,  upon  of- 
fenders and  delinquents,  according 
to  the  courfc  of  other  corporations, 
within  this  our  kingdom  of  Eng- 
land ; and  again,  to  alter,  revoke, 
annul  or  pardon,  under  their  com- 
mon fcal,  or  otherwife,  fuch  fines, 
mulcts,  imprifonments,  fcntences. 
judgments  and  condemnations,  as 
fhall  be  thought  fit  7 and  to  direft, 
rule,  order  and  difpofc  of  all  other 
matters  and  things,  and  particular- 
ly that  which  relates  to  the  making 
of  purchafes  of  the  native  Indians, 
as  to  them  (hall  feem  meet ; where- 
by our  faid  people  and  inhabitants 
in  the  faid  plantations,  may  be  fo 
religioufly,  peaceably  and  civilly 
governed,  as  that  by  their  good 
life,  and  orderly  converfation,  they 


may  win  and  invite  the  native  In- 
dians of  the  country  to  the  know- 
ledge and  obedience  of  the  only 
true  God  and  Saviour  of  mankind; 
willing, commanding  and  requiring, 
and  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us,  our 
heirs  and  fucceflors,  ordaining  and 
appointing,. that  all  fuch  laws,  fta- 
l tiles,  orders,  and  ordinances,  in- 
flrutftions.  impofitkms,  and  direc- 
tions, as  (hail  be  fb  made  by  the 
governor,  deputy,  affiftants  and 
freemen,  or  filch  number  of  them 
as  aforefaid , and  pubitffied  in  wri- 
ting under  thcircommon  leal,  (hall 
be  carefully  and  duly  obferved, 
kept,  performed  and  put  in  exe- 
cution, according  to  the  trueintent 
and  meaning  of  the  lame.  And 
thefe  our  letters  patents,  or  the 
duplicate  or  exemplification  there- 
of (hall  be  to  all  and  every  fuch  of- 
ficers, fuperior  or  inferior,  from 
time  to  time,  for  the  putting  of  the 
fame  orders,  laws,  ftatutes,  ordi- 
nances, inftru&ions  and  directions, 
in  due  execution  againft  us,  our 
heirs  and  fucceflors,  a fufficient 
warrant  and  difeharge.  And  fur- 
ther, our  will  and  plcafure  is,  and 
we  do  hereby  for  U6,  our  heirs 
and  fucceflors,  eftablith  and  or- 
dain, 1 hat  yearly,  once  in  the  year 
for  ever  hereafter,  namely  the  a- 
forefaid  Wednefday  in  May,  and 
at  the  town  of  Newport,  or  elfe- 
where  if  urgent  occafion  do  re- 
quire, the  governor,  deputy-go- 
vernor, and  affiftants  of  the  laid- 
company,  and  other  officers  of  the 
faid  com  pany  ,or  fuch  of  them  as  the 
general  afltinbly  (hall  think  fit, 
Thall  be  in  the  faid  general  court 
or  afi'embly,  to  be  held  from  that 
day  or  time,  newly  chofen  for  the 
year  eutuing,  by  greater  part  of  the 
faid  company  for  the  time  being, 
as  (hall  be  then  and  there  prefent. 
And  if  it  (hall  happen  that  the  pre- 
font  governor,  deputy-governor, 
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the 


and  affiftants,  by  thefe  prefents  ap- 
pointed, or  any  i'uch  as  fliail  here- 
after be  newly  chofen  into  their 
rooms,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  o- 
ther  the  officers  of  the  faid  com- 
pany, fhall die.  or  be  removed  from 
his  or  their  fcveral  offices  or  places, 
before  the  fiid  general  day  of  elec- 
tion, (whom  we  do  hereby  declare 
for  any  mifdemcanor  or  default,  to 
be  removable  by  the  governor,  af- 
iiftants  and  company. or  fuch  great- 
er part  of  them,  in  any  of  the  laid 
public  courts  to  be  aaembled,  as 
aforefaid)  that  then,  and  in  every 
fuch  cafe,  it  (hall  and  may  be  law- 
ful to  and  for  the  faid  governor, 
deputy  governor,  affiftants,  and 
company  aforefaid,  or  fuch  greater 
part  of  them  lb  to  be  alTem&ed,as 
is  aforefaid,  in  any  of  their  afiem- 
bliet,  to  proceed  to  a new  election 
of  one  or  more  of  their  company, 
in  the  room  or  place,  rooms  or 
places,  of  fuch  officer  or  officers  fb 
dying  or  removed,  according  to 
their  directions.  And  immediate- 
ly upon  and  after  fuch  election  or 
elcdtions  made  of  fuch  governor, 
deputy-governor,  aflillant  or  afijft- 
ants,  or  any  other  officer  of  the 
jfaid  company,  in  manner  and  form 
aforefaid.  the  authority,  office,  and 
power,  before  given  to  the  former 
governor,  deputy-governor,  and 
other  officer  and  officers  fo  remo- 
ved, in  whofe  ftcad  and  place  new 
fhall  be  cljofen,  fhall,  as  to  him  and 
them,  and  every  of  them  refpec- 
tively,  ceafe  and  determine  : pro- 
vided always,  and  our  will  and 
pleafure  is,  That  as  well  fuch  as 
are  by  thefe  prefents  appointed  to 
be  the  prefent  governor,  deputy- 
governor.  and  affiftants  of  the  laid 
company,  as  tbofe  which  fhall  fuc- 
ceed  them,  and  all  other  officers 
to  be  appointed  and  chofsn'  as  a- 
forefaid  lhall,  before  the  underta- 
king the  execution  of  the  faid  of- 


fices and  places  refpedtively,  give 
their  folemn  engagement  by  oath  or 
otherwife,  for  the  due  and  faithful 
performance  of  their  duties  in  their 
ieveral  offices  and  places,  before 
fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  are  by 
thefe  prefents  hereafter  appointed 
to  take  and  receive  the  fame ; (that 
.is  today)  the  faid  Btneditfl  Arnold, 
who  ishercin  before  nominated  and 
appointed  the  prefent  governor  of 
the  faid  company,  lhall  give  the  a- 
forefaid  engagement  before  William 
Brenton,  or  any  two  of  the  laid  af- 
fiftants of  the  faid  company,  unto 
whom  we  do.  by  thefe  prefents, 
give  full  power  and  authority  to 
require  and  receive  the  fame ; and 
the  faid  William  Brenton,  who  it 
hereby  before  nominated  and  ap- 
pointed the  prefent  deputy-gover- 
nor of  the  faid  company,  fhall  give 
the  atorefaid  engagement  before 
the  faid  Benedict  Arnold,  or  any 
two  of  the  affiftants  of  the  laid  com- 
pany, unto  whom  we  do,  by  thefe 
prefents,  givefullpowerand  autho- 
rity to  require  and  receive  the 
fame : and  the  faid  William  Boui- 
llon, John  Porter,  Roger  Williams, 
Thomas  Olney,  John  Smith,  John 
Gretne,  John  CoggefhaH,  James 
Barker,  William  Field,  and  Jofeph 
Clarice,  who  are  herein  nominated 
and  appointed  the  prefent  affiftants 
of  the  company,  lhall  give  the  faid 
engagement  to  tibeir  offices  and 
places  reflectively  belonging,  be- 
fore the  faid  Penedidt  Arnold  and 
William  Brenton,  or  pile  of  them, 
to  whom  refpedliTcly  tye  do  here- 
by give  full  power  and  authority 
to  requite,  adminifter  or  receive 
the  fame.  And  further,  our  will 
and  pleafure  is,  that  all  and  every 
other  future  governor,  or  deputy- 
overnor,  to  be  elefled  and  chofen 
v virtue  of  thefe  prefents,  lhall 
give  the  faid  engagement  before 
two  or  more  of  the  faid  affiftants 
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the  fame  principles.  This  colony  is  by  its  charter  em- 
powered 


of  the  faid  company  for  the  time 
being,  unto  whom  we  do,  by  thefe 
prcfents,  give  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  require,  adminifter  or 
receive  the  fame  ; and  the  faid  af- 
fiftants,  and  every  of  them,  and  all 
hmi  every  other  officer  or  officers, 
to  be  hereafter  cleCted  and  chofcn 
by  virtue  of  thefe  prefents,  from 
t me  to  time,  fha!l  give  the  like 
engagements  to  their  offices  and 
places  refprdtivelv  belonging,  be- 
fore the  governor,  or  depmy-go- 
vernor,  for  the  time  being:  ur.to 
■which  faid  governor,  or  deputy-go- 
vernor, we  do  by  thefe  prefents 
give  full  power  atid  authority  to 
require,  adminifter,  or  receive  the 
fame  accordingly.  And  we  do 
likereife,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuc- 
eeffors,  give  and  grant  unto  the 
faid  governor  and  company,  and 
their  fuccelfors,  by  thefe  prefents, 
that  forthe  more  peaceable  and  or- 
derly government  of  the  laid  plan- 
tations, it  fiiali  and  may  be  lawful 
torthe  governor,  deputy-governor, 
afliftants,  and  all  other  officers  and 
miniflers,  of  the  faid  company,  in 
the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  and 
exercife  of  government,  in  the  faid 
plantations,  to  ule,  exercife,  and 
put  in  execution,  fuch  methods, 
rules,  orders,  and  directions,  not 
being  contrary  and  repugnant  to 
the  Taws  and  ftarutes  of  this  our 
realm,  as  hvs  been  heretofore  gi- 
ven, ufed,  and  accuftohied  in  fuch 
cafes  ret'peClively,  to  be  put  in 
practice,  unt'l,  at  the  next  or  fome 
other  general  aifembly,-  efpccial 
provifion  ftv.dlbe  made  and  ordain- 
ed in  the  cafes  afore  fa  d.  And  we 
do  further,  for  us,  our  heirs  and 
fucceflbrs,  give  and  grant  unto  the 
faid  governor  and  company,  and 
their  fuccelfors,  by  thefe  prefents, 
that  it  (hall  and  may  be  lawful  to 
and  for  the  faid  governor,  r>r  in  his 
abferce  the  depu*  y-governor,  and 


m jor  part  of  the  find  afliftants  for 
the  time  being,  at  any  time,  when 
the  faid  general  aflcmbly  is  not  fit- 
ting, to  nominate,  appoint,  and 
conftittite  fuch  and  fo  many  com- 
manders, governors,  and  military 
officers,  as  to  them  (hall  feem  re- 
quilite,  for  the  leading,  conduct- 
ing, and  training  up  the  inhabitants 
of  the  faid  plantations  in  martial  af- 
fairs, and  for  the  defence  and  fafe- 
guard  of  the  faid  plantations;  and 
that  it  fhatl  and  may  be  lawful  to 
and  for  a 1 and  every  fuch  com- 
mander, govei  nor,  and  military 
officer,  that  ihall  be  fo  as  aforefaid, 
or  by  the  governor,  or  in  his  ab- 
fer.ee  the  deputy-governor,  and  fix 
of  the  afliftants,  and  major  part  of 
the  freemen  of  the  faid  company, 
prefent  at  any  general  afiemblies, 
nominated,  appointed  ar.d  confti- 
tufed,  according  to  the  tenor  of 
his  and  theit  rei'pcClive  cammiflions 
and  directions,  to  jflemblc',  extreiie 
in  arms,  marital,  array,  and  put 
in  warlike  pollure,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  laid  colony,  for  their  efpe- 
Cia!  defence  and  fafety ; and  to  lead 
and  condudt  the  laid  inhabitants, 
find  to  encounter,  iepuhe,  and  re- 
fill by  force  of  arms,  as  well  by  fea 
as  by  land,  and  alfoto  kill,  flay  anti 
dtftroy,  by  all  fitting  ways,  enter- 
prizes  ard  means  whatloever,  all 
and  every  fuch  perfon  or  perfons, 
as  (hail  at  any  time  hereafter  at- 
tempt or  cnUrprizetbe  dcftruCtion, 
invalion,  detriment  or  annoyance 
of  the  faid  inhabitants  or  planta- 
tions : and  to  ufc  and  exercife  the 
law  martial,  in  fuch  cafes  only  as 
occafion  ihall  neceflarily  require: 
and  to  take  and  furprife,  by  all 
ways  and  means  whatloever,  ail  and 
every  fuch  perfon  and  persons, 
With  their  fhip  or  (hips,  armour, 
ammunition,  or  other  goods  otfuch 
perfons  as  Ciall  in  hoftile  manner 
invade  or  attempt  the  defeaung  of 
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powered  to  cliufe  its  own  governor,  and  to  hold  two 

affemblies 


the  find  plantation,  or  the  hurt  of 
the  laid  company  and  inhabitants  ; 
and  upon  juit  caufes  to  iftvade  and 
deftroy  the  natives,  Indians,  or  o- 
ther  enemies  of  the  faid  coiouy. 
. Ncverthelefs,  our  will'  and  ptea- 
fure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  declare, 
to  the  reft  of  our  colonies  in  Netv- 
Englnnd,  that  it  lhall  not  be  law- 
ful for  this  our  faid  colony  of 
Rho  ie-i  (land  and  Providence  p,an 
tat'di)6  in  America,  in  New-£ng- 
liuid,  to  invade  the  natives  inha- 
biting within  the  bonuds  aud  lint  ts 
of  their  faid  colonies,  without  the 
knowledge  and  confent  of  the  faid 
other  colonies.  And  it  is  hereby 
dec  ared,  that  it  lhall  not  he  law- 
ful to  or  for  the  t ell  of  the  colonies 
to  invade  or -muled  the  native  Ju- 
'dians.  or  any  other  inhabitants  in- 
habiting within  the  bounds  or  li- 
mits hereafter  mentioned,  (they 
-having  fubjefted'  tligmfeUes  auto 
ns,  and  being  by  us  taken  into  our 
fpecial  proteilion)  without  the 
knowledge  and  confrnt  of  the  go- 
vernor and  company  of  out  colony 
of  Rhode- ifiand  and  Providence 
plantation.  Alfo  our  will  and 
p eafure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  de- 
clare unto  all  Chr  Ilian  Kangs, 
Princes  and  Staten,  ttt  it  if  any  per- 
fon,  which  fit  ill  hereafter  be  of  the 
faid  company  or  plantation,  or  any 
oilier  by  appointment  of  the  faid 
governor  and  company,  for  tne 
tunc  being,  Until  at  any  time  or 
. times  hereafter  rob  or  fpoil,  by  fea 
or  land,  or  do  any  hurt,  or  unlaw- 
ful hoftiiity,  to  any  of  the  (objects 
of, us,  our  heirs  and  lticcefTots,  of 
any  of  the  Tubjefla  of  any  Prince 
or  date,  being  then  in  a league  wtth 
us,  our  heirs  and  iiiccefiuie;  upon 
complaint  of  fuel;  injury  dotie  to 
any  lucb  Prince  or  State,  or  their 
fubjeiHs,  we,  ottr  htirs  and  fuc- 
ceuors,  will  mike  open  proclama- 
tion, within  any  parts  oleui  tea  m 


of  England,  fit  for  that  purpofe, 
that  the  perfon  or  perfons  commit- 
ting any  fitch  robbery  or  i'potl,  (hall, 
within  the  time  limited  by  fuch 
proclamation,  make  full  reilitution 
or  iatislaclion  of  all  fuch  injuries 
done  or  committed,  lb  as  the  faid 
Prince,  or  others  fo  complaining, 
may  be  fully  fatisfied  .and  content- 
ed ; and  if  the  fair!  perfon  ©r-per- 
lor.s,  who  ihall  commit  any,  fuch 
robbery  or  fpoil,  (hall  not  make  fa- 
tisfafliou  accordingly  within  fuch 
time  fo  to  be  limited,  that  fhen  we, 
our  heirs  and  tnccefibrs,  will  put 
.fuch  pet  (on  or  pcrlbn  s out  of  our 
-allegiance-  anti  protection  ; and  that 
then  it  ihall  and, may  be  lawful  and 
fieefor  all  princesor  othei s, to  pro- 
fccute  with  Itofliftty  fuch  offenders, 
ami  every  of  them,  their  and  every 
of  .their  procurers,  aiders,  abbet- 
tofs  and  eou life llors,  in  that  behalf. 
Provided  alfo,  and  our  egprets  wilt 
aiul  pleafure  is,  apd  we  do  by,  t’nefe 
pretcntS,,(or  us.  our-lieirs  and  fttc- 
ce/lbrs,  ordain  and  appoint,  that 
theft  prefeiits  fliall  not  in  any  man- 
ner hinder  any  of  our  loving  fub- 
^jefts  whatfoever,  from  tiling  andex- 
e reding  the  trade  of  tithing  upon 
the  coaiv  of  Ncw-Englaud  in  Ame- 
rica, but  that  they,  and  eveiy  or 
any  of  them,  lltall  have  full  aud  free 
power  and  liberty  to  continue  aud 
u/e  die  trade  ol  Billing  upon  the  faid 
coait,  in  any  of  the  feas  tnereunto 
adjoining,  i r any  ar  ms  of  the  lea, 
or  I'alt-water,  rivers  and  crecl>6, 
where  they  have  been  accuftonted 
fo  filli,  and  to  build  and  fet  upon 
t he  waite  land  belonging  to  the  laid 
colony  and  plantations, fitch  wharfs, 
ftagci,  aud  wot;k-houles  as  lhali  be 
necefiary  for  the  lalting,  drying  and 
and  keeping  ot  their  tdh,  to  be  ta- 
ken or  gotten  upon  that  coait.  And 
further,  for  the  encouragement  of 
the  inhabitants  of  our  faid  colony 
of  ihovuleucc  plantation,  to  let  up- 
on 
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on  the  bufinefs  of  taking  whales.it  gers,  as  (hall  or  will  willingly  ac- 
fhall  be  lawful  for  them,  or  any  of  company  them  in  and  to  their  faid 
them,  having  (truck  a whale,  duber-  colony  and  plantat  on,  except  fuch 
tus,  or  other  great  fifh,  it  or  them  perfon  or  perfons  as  are  or  (hall  be 
to  purfue  unto  that  coaft,  and  into  therein  rcllrained  by  us,  our  heir* 
any  bay,  river,  cove,  creek  or  (horc,  and  fucceflbrs,  or  any  law  or  ftatute 
belonging  thereto,  and  it  or  them,  of  this  realm;  and  alfo  to  (hip  and 
upon  the  faid  coaft,  or  in  the  faid  tranfport  all  and  ail  manner  of 
bay, river,  cove,  creek  or (hore.be-  goods,  chattels,  merchandize,  and 
longing  thereto,  to  ki  l and  order  other  things  whatsoever,  that  are 
for  the  belt  advantage  without  mo-  orlhallbeufeful  or  neceflary  for  the 
leftation,  they  making  no  wilful  faid  plantations,  and  defence  there- 
wafte  or  fpoil ; any  thing  in  thefe  of,  apd  ufually  tranfported.  and  not 
prefents  contained,  or  any  other  prohibited  by  any  law  or  ftatute  of 
matter  or  thing  to  'he  contrary  this  our  realm ; yielding  and  paying 
notwithftanding.  And  further  alfo  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs, 
we  are  gracioufly  pleafed,  and  do  fuch  the  duties,  cuftoms  and  fub- 
hereby  declare,  that  if  any  of  the  lidies,  as  are  or  ought  to  be  paid  or 
inhabitants  of  our  faid  colony  do  payable  for  the  fame.  And  further, 
let  upon  the  planting  of  vineyards,  onrwill  and  pleafpre  is,  and  we  do, 
(the  foil  and  climate  hoth  feeming  for  us,  our  heirs  and  (ucccflbrs,or- 
naturally  to  concur  to  the  produc-  dain,  declare  and  grant  unto  the 
tion  of  wines)  or  be  indnftrious  in  faid  governor  and  company,  and 
the  difeovery  of  (ifliing-banks,  in  their  fucceflbrs,  which  are  already 
or  about  the  faid  colony,  we  will,  planted  and  fettled  within  our  faid 
from  time  to  time,  give  and  allow  colony  of  Providence  plantations, 
ail  due  and  fitting  encouragement  orwhichfliallhereaftergotoinha- 
therein,  as  to  others  in  cafes  of  like  bit  within  the  faid  colony,  and  all 
nature.  And  further  of  our  more  and  every  of  their  children  which 
ample  grace,  certain  knowledge,  have  been  born  there,  or  going  thi— 
and  mere  motion,  we  have  given  and  ther  or  returning  from  thence',  (hall 
granted,  and  by  thefe  prefents,  for  have  and  enjoy  all  liberties  and  im- 
ps, our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  do  give  mutinies  of  free  and  natural  fub- 
and  grant,  unto  the  (aid  governor  jefls,  within  any  the  dominions  of 
and  company  of  the  Englifli  colony  us,  our  heirs  or  fucceflbrs.  to  all  in- 
of  Rhode  Ifland  and  Providence  tents,  conftruflions  and  purpofes 
plantation  in  the  Narraganfett  bay  whatlbever,  as  if  they  and  every  of 
in  New-England,  in  America,  and  then)  were  borti  within  the  realm 
to  every  inhabitant  there,  and  to  ofEngland.  And  further  know  ye, 
every  perfon  and  perfons  trading  that  we,  of  our  more  abundant 
thither,  and  to  every  fuch  perfon  or  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere 
perfons  as  are  or  (hall  be  free  of  the  motion,  have  given,  granted  and 
laid  colony,  full  power  and  autho-  confirmed,  and  by  thefe  prefents, 
rity,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  do 
times  hereafter,  to  take,  (hip,  tranf-  give,  grant  and  confirm,  unto  the 
port,  and  carry  away,  out  of  any  of  laid  governor  and  company,  and 
our  realms  and  dominions,  for  and  their  fucceflbrs,  all  that  part  of  our 
towards  the  plantation  and  defence  dominions,  in  New  England,  in  A- 
of  the  faid  colony,  fuch  and  foma-  meriea,  containing  tbe  Nahantick 
jiy  of  our  loving  fubjeds  and  flran-  and  hanhyganfett  alias  Karagan- 
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tober.  The  charter  of  this  province  is  as  compleat 


fett  bay  and  countries  and  parts 
adjacent,  bounded  on  the  weft,  or 
wefterly,  to  the  middle  or  channel 
of  a river  there,  commonly  called 
and  known  by  the  name  of  Paw- 
catuck  alias  Pawcawtuck  river,  and 
fo  along  the  faid  river,  as  the  great- 
er or  middle  dream  thereof  reach- 
eth  or  lies  up  into  the  north  conn- 
try,  northward  unto  the  head  there- 
of. and  from  thence  by  a ftrait  line 
drawn  due  north,  until  it  meet  with 
the  fouth  line  of  the  Maffachufets 
colony,  and  on  the  north  or  nor- 
therly by  the  aforefaid  fouth  or 
foutherly  line  of  the  Maffachufets 
colony  or  plantation,  and  extend- 
ing towards  the  caft  or  eaftwardly 
three  Englifh  miles,  to  the  eaft  and 
north-eaft  of  the  moft  eaftern  and 
north  eaftern  parts  of  the  aforefaid 
Narraganfett  hay,  as  the  faid  hay 
lieth  or  extendeth  iifelf  from  the 
ocean  on  the  fouth  or  fouthwardly, 
unto  the  mouth  of  the  river  which 
runneth  towards  the  town  of  Pro- 
vidence, and  from  thence  along  the 
eaftward'y  fide  or  bank  of  the  faid 
river  (higher  called  by  the  name  of 
Seacunk  river) up  to  the  falls  called 
Patucket  falls,  being  the  moft  weft- 
wardly  line  of  Plymouth  colony; 
and  fo  from  the  faid  falls,  in  a ftrait 
line  due  north,  until  it  meet  with 
the  aforefaid  lineofthe  Maffachu- 
fets colony,  and  bounded  on  the 
fouth  by  the  ocean,  and  in  parti- 
cular the  lands  belonging  to  the 
town  of  Providence,  Patuxet,  War- 
wicke,  Mifquammacock  alias  Paw- 
catuck,  and  the  reft  upon  the  main 
land,  in  the  traft  aforefaid,  toge- 
ther with  Rhode-lfland,  Blocke- 
1(1. nd,  and  all  the  reft  of  the  iflands 
and  banks  in  the  Narraganfett  bay, 
and  bordering  upon  the  coaft  of 
the  traCt  aforefaid,  iFifliers-Ifland 
only  excepted)  together  with  all 
firm  lands,  foils,  grounds,  havens, 
ports,  rivers,  waters,  fiihings,  mines 


royal,  and  alt  other  mines,  minerals, 
precious  (tones,  quarries,  woods, 
wood-grounds,  rocks. Hates, and  all 
and  lingular  other  commodities, 
jurifdiflions,  royalties,  privileges, 
franchifes,  preminences  and  here- 
ditaments whatftiever.  within  the 
faid  tradt,  bounds,  lands  and  ifiands 
aforefaid,  to  them  or  any  of  them 
belonging,  or  in  any- wife  appertain- 
ing. To  have  and  to  hold  the  fame, 
unto  the  faid  governor  and  com- 
pany, and  their  fucceffors  for  ever, 
upon  truft,  for  the  ufe  and  benefit 
of  themfelves,  and  their  affociates, 
freemen  of  the  faid  colony,  their 
heirs  and  affigns.  To  be  holden  of 
us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors  as  of  the 
manor  of  Eall-Grcenwich,  in  our 
county  of  Kent,  in  free  and  common 
focage,  and  not  in  capite,  nor  by 
Knight’s  fcrvice.  Yielding  and  pay- 
ing therefore  to  us,  oar  heirs  and 
fucceffors,  only  the  fifth  part  of  all 
the  ore  of  gold  and  filvcr,  which 
from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times 
hereafter,  fliall  be  there  gotten,  had 
or  obtained,  in  lieu  and  fatisfaCtion 
of  all  ferviees,  duties,  fines,  forfei- 
tures made  or  to  be  made,  claims 
and  demands  whatfoever,  to  be  to 
us,  our  heirs  or  fucceffors,  there- 
fore or  thereout  rendered,  made  or 
paid;  any  grant  orclaufe.in  a late 
grant  to  the  governor  and  company 
of  Connecticut  colony  in  America, 
to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wife 
notwithflanding  ttheaforefaid  Paw- 
catuck  river  having  been  yielded 
after  much  debate,  for  the  fixed  and 
certain  bounds  between  thefe  our 
faid  colonies,  by  the  agents  thereof, 
who  have  alio  agreed,  that  the  faid 
Pawcatuck  river  fliall  be  alio  called 
alias  Narrogancett  or  >arropanlett 
river,  and  to  prevent  future  difputes 
that  otherwife  mighr  ari  e thereby, 
for  ever  hereafter,  (hall  be  cnnftru- 
ed,  deemed  end  taken  to  be  the 
Narrogancett  river,  in  ourlate  grant 
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as.  it  is  poffible  for  any  royal  charter  to  be,  and  if  the 
fovcreigns  of  England  had  ever  any  power  to  grant 
Iranchifes  of  that  fart,  this  is  undoubtedly  as  good  a 
fecurity  for  rhe  liberties  of  that  province,  as  reafon 
would  defire*. 

In  reading  the  annals  of  nations,  men  who  have  no 
other  object  in  view  except  truth,  would  be  ready  to 
conclude  from  this  and  the  following  charter,  that 
thefe  two  provinces  were  to  all  intents  and  purpofes 
As  free  as  any  of  the  freeholders  in  Great  Britain, 
and  had  as  good  a right  to  be  their  ovvn  legiflatures, 
as  either  the  freemen  of  counties  or  towns  in  England. 
But  cafuifts  who  have  a mind  to  difpute  every  thing, 
and  can,  for  particular  ends  and  reafons,  affirm  what 
no  man  of  common  fenfe  is  able  to  give  his  affent  to, 
think  no  fliatne  to  deny  the  very  immediate  ftgnifica- 


to  Cofinrft'cut  colony,  mrn'ioned 
as  the  c fler'y  buinds  of  that  co- 
Tony.  And  'further,  our  will  and 
ple.Uure  is,  that  in  all  matters  of 
public  controverfies,  which  may 
fall  out  between  our  colon'  of  Pro- 
vidence plantation,  to  make  then- 
appeal  therein  t<>  us,  our  he  rs  and 
fucceflbrs,  for  redrds  in  fitch  calcs, 
within  this  Our  realm  of  England  ; 
and  that  it  fhnll  be  lawful  to  and 
for  the  inhabitants  of  the  laid  colo- 
ny of  Providence  plantation,  with- 
out leu  or  mo'cftetion,  to  pafs  nil 
repafs  with  freedom  into  and 
through  the  reft  of  the  Eng  i(h  co- 
lonies, Upon  their  lawful  and  civil 
occations,  and  to  convene,  and  ho  d 
commerce,  and  trade  with  fuah  of 
the  i habi  ants  of  our  other  EngTifh 
co  orie-t  as  ftnll  be  willing  to  adm.t 
them  thereunto,  they  behaving 
therafelves  peaceably  among  them; 


any  aift,  elaufe  or  fentence,  in  any.. 
of  the  laid  colonies  provided,  or 
that  (hall  be  provided,  to  the  con- 
trary in  any  wife  notwiihftanding. 
And  laftly.  we  do  tor  us.  our  heirs 
and  fucceflbrs  onloin  and  grant  un- 
to the  laid  governor  aud  company, 
and  their  fucceflbrs,  by  thefe  pre- 
fects, that  thefe  our  letters  patents 
(hall  be  firm,  good,  effectual  anil  a- 
vnilable,  in  all  thing*  in  the  law, 
to  all  intents,  conftrudlions  andpur- 
poles  whatloevcr,  according  to  our 
true  intent  and  meaning  here  n be- 
fore declared  ; ai  d lhall  bcconftru- 
td,  reputed  and  adjudged,  in  all 
calcs,  molt  favourably,  on  the  be- 
half, aud  for  lhe  bell  benefit  and  be- 
hoof of  the  faid  governor  and  com- 
pany, any  their  fucceflbrs,  although 
txprefs  mention,  &c.  In  witnela, 
ccc.  witueft,  Sc e. 

Per  Ipfum  Regem. 


* CONNECTICUT  CHARTER. 

Charles  the  Second,  by  the  grace  prefents  (hall  come,  greeting, 
of  Go!,  fee.  to  all  to  whom  thefe  Whereas  by  thefe  v era!  navi  atiotts, 
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tion  of  this  charter.  As  if  words  either  had  no  mean- 
ing, or  were  liable  to  change  their  fignification  at  the 
nod  of  politicians,  they  boldly  affirm  that  thefe  colo- 
nies never  had  a right  to  be  their  own  legiflators. 

It  would  be  accounted  a very  hard  cafe  in  England* 
for  no  juft  reafon,  to  take  away  the  charters  of  all  cor- 
porations in  the  nation,  many  of  which  have  no  other 
Security  than  the  grants  of  princes,  and  the  preferip- 
tion  of  time.  If  thefe  focieties  were  refufed  the  pri- 
vilege of  reprefentation,  according  to  the  laws  of  the 


N 

difeoveries,  and  fuccefsful  planta- 
tions of  divers  of  our  loving  fub- 
jedts  of  this  onr  realm  of  England, 
feveral  lands,  iflands,  places,  colo- 
nies and  plantations,  have  been  or- 
dained and  fettled  in  that  part  of 
the  continent  of  America  called 
New-England,  and  thereby  the 
trade  and  commerce  there  hath 
been  of  late  years  much  increafed ; 
and  whereas  we  have  been  inform- 
ed by  the  humble  petition  of  our 
trufty  and  well-beloved  John  Win- 
trop,  John  Mafon,  Samuel  Willis, 
Henry  Clarke,  Matthew  Allen, 
John  Tappen,  Nathan  Gould, 
4 Richard  Treate,  Richard  Lord, 
Henry  Woolcot,  John  Talcott, 
Daniel  Clerke,  John  Ogden,  I ho- 
mas  Wells,  Obadiah  Brewen,  John 
Clerke,  Anthony  Hawkins,  John 
Deming*  and  Matthew  Camfield, 
being  perfons  principally  intereft- 
ed  in  our  colony  or  plantation  of 
Connecticut  in  New-England,  that 
the  fame  colony,  or  the  greateft 
part  thereof,  was  purchased  and 
obtained  for  great  and  valuable 
confiderations,  and  fome  other 
part  thereof  gained  by  conqueft, 
and  with  much  difficulty,  and  at 
the  only  endeavours,  experce  and 
Charge  of  them  and  theiraflbeiates. 
and  thofe  under  whom  they  claim, 
fubdued  and  improved,  and  there- 
by become  a confiderable  inlargc- 
ment  and  addition  of  our  dotnini- 


n laud, 

ons  and  intereft  there  : now  know 
ye,  that  in  confideration  thereof* 
and  in  regard  the  faid  colony  is  re- 
motefromotherofthe  Englilli  plan- 
tations in  the  places  aforefaid*  and 
to  the  end  the  affairs  and  bufinefs, 
which  ftiall  from  time  to  time  hap- 
pen or  arife  concerning  the  fame, 
may  be  duly  ordered  and  managed, 
vve  have  thought  fit,  at  the  hum- 
ble petition  of  the  perfons  afore- 
faid,  and  are  gracioufly  pteafed  to 
create  and  make  them  a body  po- 
litic and  corporate,  with  the 
powers  and  privileges  herein  after- 
mentioned  ; and  accordingly  our 
will  and  pleafure  is,  and  our  efpe- 
cial  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and 
mere  motion,  we  have  ordained, 
conftituted  and  declared,  and  by 
thefe  prefents,  for  us*  our  heirs  and 
fucceflbrs,  do  ordain,  conftitute 
and  declare,  that  they  the  faid  John 
Wintrop,  John  Mafon,  Samuel 
Willis,  Henry  Cierke,  Matthew  Al- 
len, John  Tappen,  Nathan  Gould, 
Richard  1 reate,  Richard  Lord, 
Henry  Wollcott,  John  Talcott* 
Daniel  Clerke,  John  Dgden,  Tho- 
mas Wells,  Obadiah  Brewen.  John 
Clerke,  Anthony  Hawkins,  John 
Diming,  and  Matthew  Camfield. 
anti  all  fuch  others,  as  now  are,  or 
hereafter  (hall  be,  admifed  and 
made  free  of  the  coihpany  and  fo- 
cit  ty  of  our  colony  of  Connecticut, 
in  America,  ffiall,  from  time  to 
* time, 
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land,  they  could  not  be  juftly  obliged  to  pay  any  revenue 
to  the  government.  If  the  cafe  of  the  colonifts  be 
different  from  this,  they  are  only  flaves,  and  not  free 
fubje&s  of  the  Hritifh  empire. 

Virginia,  which  firfb  had  a very  large  fignification, 
though  granted  to  a company  then  refident  in  Lon- 
don, is  held  by  much  the  fame  tenure  as  the  other 
colonies,  with  this  difference,  that  the  council  has, 
by  the  charter,  a power  to  make  laws  for  the  good 


of  the  colony,  according 


time,  and  for  ever  hereafter,  be 
one  body  corporate  politic,  ih 
fadt  and  name,  by  the  name  of 
Governor  and  Company  of  the 
Ungliih  colony  of  Connecticut,  in 
New- England,  in  America;  and 
that  by  the  fame  name  they,  and 
their  fucceffors  (halt  and  may  have 
perpetual  fucceflion,  and  fiiaTl  and 
may  be  perfons  able  and  capable 
in  the  law,  to  plead  and  be  im- 
pleaded, to  atifwer  and  to  be  an- 
l'tvered  unto,  to  defend  and  be  de- 
fended, in  all  ami  Angular  ftiits, 
caufer,  quarrels,  matters,  actions, 
and  things,  of  what  kind  or  nature 
foever;  and  alfo,  to  have,  take, 
pulfefs,  acquire,  and  pnrehafe 
lands,  tenements,  or  heredita- 
ments. or  any  goods  or  chattels,- 
and  the  Came  to  leafe,  grant,  de- 
mife,  alien,  bargain,  fell,  and  dif- 
pofe  of.  as  our  other  liege  people 
of  this  onr  realm  of  England,  or 
ally  other  corporation  or  body  po- 
litic within  the  (artie,  may  lawful- 
ly do:  And  farther.  That  the  faid 
governor  and  company,  and  their 
fucceffors,  lhall  and  may,  for  ever 
hereafter,  have  a common  feal  to 
ferve  and  ufe  for  all  caufes,  mat- 
ters, things,  and  affairs  whatfoever. 
of  them  and  their  fucceffors,  and 
the  fame  feal  to  alter,  change, 
break,  and  make  new,  from  time 
to  time,  at  tbeir  wills  and  plea- 
iurcs,  as  they  lhall  think  fit.  And 


to  tbeir  own  diferetion; 

whereas 

further,  we  will  and  ordain,  and  by. 
thefe  prefents,  for  us,  olir  heirs  and 
fuccelfors,  do  declare  and  appoint. 
That,  for  the  better  ordering  and 
managing  of  the  affairs  and  bufi- 
nefs  ofthe  faid  company,  and  their 
fucceffors,  there  lhall  be  one  go- 
vernor, one  deputy-governor,  and 
twelve  sffiftants,  to  be,  from  time 
to  time,  conflituted,  elefted,  and 
chofen,  out  of  the  freemen  of  the 
faid  company,  for  the  time  being, 
in  ftich  manner  and  form  as  here- 
after, in  thefe  prefents,  is  expreffed; 
which  faid  officers  (hall  apply  them- 
felves  to  take  care  for  the  belt  dif- 
poling  and  ordering  of  the  general 
bufihefs  and  affairs  of  and  and  con-  , 

cerning  the  lands  and  heredita- 
ments herein  after- mentioned  to  . 
be  granted,  and  the  plantation 
thereof,  and  the  government  of 
the  people  thereof.  And  for  the 
better  execution  ot  our  royal  plea- 
frire  herein,  we  do,  for  ns,  our 
heirs  and  fucceffors,  aflign,  name-, 
conftitute.  and  appoint  the  afbre- 
faid  John  Wintrop  to  be  the  firft 
ami  prefent  governor  of  the  faid 
company,  and  the  faid  John  Ma- 
fon  to  be  the  deputy-governor,  and 
the  faid  Samuel  Willis.  Matthew 
Allen,  Nathan  Gould,  Henry 
Clerke,  Richard  Treate,  John  Og- 
den, Thomas  Tappen.  John  Tal- 
cott,  Thomas  Wells,  Henry  Wool- 
cott,  Richard,  Lord  and  Daniel 
Clerke, 
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whereas  the  other  colonifts  are  bound  to  confine  all 
new  laws  to  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution  of  Great 
Britain.  This  is  a power  granted  to  perfons  living 
within  England,  to  rule  Britilh  fubjefts  at  difcretion, 
which  is  not  confident  with  either  the  charafter  of 
Englilhmen,nor  the  conftitution  of  England.  Thereare 
three  charters  which  were  granted  at  different  times  by 
King  James  the  firft,  to  the  Virginia  company,  one  to 
Sir  Thomas  Gates,  Sir  George  Sommers,  and  others. 


April  10,  1606,  and  two 


Clerk,  to  be  the  twplve  prefent 
afliflants  of  the  faid  company,  to 
continue  in  the  faid  fevcral  offices 
refpedively  until  the  fecond  Thurf- 
day,  which  fhall  be  in  the  month 
of  Odtober,  now  next  coming. 
And  further,  we  will,  and  by  thefe 
prelents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and 
fucceflbrs,  do  ordain  and  grant, 
''ihat  the  governor  of  the  faid 
company,  for  the  time  being,  or 
in  his  abfence,  by  occafion  of  fick- 
nefs,  or  otherwise,  by  his  leave 
Or  permiflion,  the  deputy  gover- 
nor for  the  time  being,  fhall  and 
fnay,  from  t me  to  time,  upon  all 
bccafions,  give  ordpr  for  the  af- 
fembling  of  the  faid  company,  end 
calling  them  together,  to  confult 
and  advile  of  the  bulincfs  and  af- 
fairs of  the  faid  company,  and 
that,  forever  hereafter,  twice  iit 
every  year,  that  is  to  lay,  on  every 
fecond  Thurfday  in  October,  and 
on  every  fecond  Thurfday  in  May, 
or  oftner,  in  cafe  it  fhall  be  requ5- 
fite.  the  afliflants  and  freeitien  of 
the  faid  company,  or  fueh  of  them 
not  exceeding  two  perfons  from, 
each  place,  town,  ' or  city,  who 
fhall  be,  from  time  to  time,  there- 
unto defied  or  deputed  by  the  ma- 
jor part  of  the  freeitien  of  the  fe- 
fpeetive  towns,  cities,  and  places 
for  which  they  fhall  le  fo  defied 
or  deputed,  fhall  have  a general 
meeting  or  aflembly,  then  and 


to  the  treafurer  and  com- 
pany 

there  to  copfitlt  and  rdvife  in  ard 
about  the  affairs  and  bufinefs  of 
the  faid  company  ; and  that  the  go- 
vernor, or  in  his  abfence  the  depu- 
ty governor,  of  the  faid  company 
for  the  tipic  being,  and  fuch  of  the 
afliflants  ar.d  freemen  of  the  faid 
company  as  fbaillc  fo  chaffed  or 
deputed,  and  he  prelent  at  fuch 
meeting  or  affemby,  oi  the  great- 
eft  number  of  them,  whereof  the 
governor  or  deputy  governor,  and 
fix  of  the  2ffiftants,  at  lead,  to  be 
feren,  fhall  f>e  cafcd  the  general 
ajfcmhly,  and  flial!  have  full  power 
and  authority  to  alter  and  change 
tljetr  days  and  times  of  meeting  or 
general  affemblies,  for  the  defling 
the  governor,  deputy  governor, 
and  afliflants,  or  other  officers, 
or  any  other  courts,  affemblies, 
or  meetings,  and  to  chufe,  nomi- 
nate, and  appoint  fuch,  and  fo 
many  other  perfons  as  they  fhall 
think  fit,  and  fhall  he  willing  to 
accept  the  fame,  to  be  free  of  the. 
faid  company  and  body  politic,, 
and  them  into  the  fame  to  admit, 
and  to  cleft  and  conftiftite  fuch 
officers  as  they  fhall  think  fit  and 
requili  e for  the  ordering,  mana- 
ging, and  difppfing  of  the  affairs 
of  the  laid  governor  and  company, 
and  their  liiccefibrs.  And  we  do 
hereby,  for  ns.  our  heirs,  and  fuc- 
ctffors,  eftablifh  and  ordain,  That 
oi.ee  in  the  year,  forever  hereafter, 
name!  y 
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pany-  for  Virginia,  the  one  dated  March  23,  1609, 
and  the  other  March  ia,  1611-2.  Thefe  being 
exceedingly  long  and  tedious,  (hall  he  given  at  the 
end  of  this  volume. 

Pennfylvania,  which  is  a proprietory  colony,  was 
granted  to  the  proprietor,  William  Penn,  much  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  others  are  granted  to  the  proprie- 
tors and  poffefTors  thereof.  The  charter  gives  Sir  Wil- 
liam power  to  make  laws,  raife  money  by  the  con- 
fent  of  the  freemen  or  their  deputies,  to  appoint  judges 


namely,  the  faid  fecond  Thurfday 
in  May,  the  governor,  deputy  go- 
vernor and  affiftants,  of  the  laid 
company,  and  other  officers  of  the 
faid  company,  or  fuch  of  them  as 
the  faid  general  aflembly  Iball 
think  fit,  lhall  be,  in  the  faid  ge- 
neral court  andalfembly,  to  beheld 
from  that  day  or  time,  newly 
chofen  for  the  year  enfuing,  by 
lucli  greater  part  of  the  faid  com- 
pany, for  the  time  being,  then 
and  there  prcfent. 

And  if  the  governor,  deputy-go- 
vernor, and  affiftants,  by  thefe  pre- 
fents  appointed,  or  fuch  as  here- 
after be  newly  chofen  into  their 
rooms,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  o- 
ther  the  officers  to  be  appointed 
for  the  faid  company,  ffiall  die, 
or  be  removed  from  his  or  their 
fevcral  offices  or  places  before  the 
faid  general  day  ot  eleftion,  (whom 
we  do  hereby  declare,  for  any  mif- 
demeanour  or  default,  to  be  re- 
moveable  by  the  governor,  affift- 
ants,  and  company,  or  fuch  great- 
er part  of  them,  in  anv  of  the 
faid  public  courts  to  be  alfcmbled* 
as  is  aforefaid)  that  then,  and  in  c- 
very  fuch  cafe,  it  ffiall  and  may  he 
lawful  to  and  for  the  governor,  de- 
puty-governor, and  affiftants,  and 
company  aforefaid,  or  fuch  greater 
part  of  them  fo  to  be  afierrbled, 
as  is  aforefaid  in  any  of  their  af- 
fcmblies,  to  proceed  to  a new 


and, 

eleftion  of  one  or  more  of  their, 
company,  in  the  room  or  place, 
rooms  or  places,  of  fuch  governor, 
deputy-governor,  affiftant,  or  Ck- 
ther  officer  or  officers  fo  dying,  or 
removed,  according  to  their  dilcre- 
tions.  And  immediately  upon,  and 
after  fucb  eleftion,  or  eleftions, 
made  of  fuch  governor,  deputy- 
governor,  affiftant  or  affiftants,  or 
any  other  officer  of  the  faid  com- 
pany, in  manner  and  form  afore- 
faid, the  authority,  office,  and 
power  before  given  to  the  former 
governor,  deputy -governor,  or  o- 
ther  officer  and  offices  fo  removed, 
in  whofe  Head  and  place  new  lhall 
be  chofen,  lhall,  as  to  him  and  them 
and  every  of  them  refpeftively,' 
ceafe  and  determine.  Provided  al- 
fo  and  our  will  and  plenfure  is. 
That  as  weft  fuch  as  are  by  thefe 
prefents  appointed  to  be  the  pre- 
sent governor,  deputy-governor, 
and  affiftants  of  the  laid  company, 
as  the  lc  that  (lull  fucceed  them, 
and  all  other  officers  to  be  appoint-' 
ed  and  chofen  as  aforefaid,  lhall, 
before  they  undertake  the  execu- 
tion of  their  faid  offices  and  places 
refpeftively,  take  their  leveral  and 
refpeftive  corporal  oaths,  for  the 
due  and  faithful  pertormance  of 
their  duties  in  the  feveral  office* 
and  places,  before  fuch  perfon  or 
perfor.s  as  are,  by  thefe  piefents, 
hereafter  appointed  to  take  and 
receive 
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and  officers  neceffary  for  tbe  probates  of  wills,  a 
power  to  pardon  crimes*  except  murder  and  high 
treafon,  and  in  thefe  to  grant  reprieves.  Alfo  to  make 
any  laws  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England.  But 
in  doubtful  cafes,  the  fubjefts  were  allowed  to  appeal 
to  the  King.  In  this  charter  there  is  a particular  re- 
ferve  concerning  the  Britifh  parliament  with  regard  to 
taxation  ; this  power  of  parliament  is  exprelfed  in  the 
charter ; for  it  is  faid  no  taxes  ffiall  be  laid  upon  the 
inhabitants  but  by  aft  of  aflembly  or  aft  of  parliament. 


receive  the  fame  ; that  is  to  fay, 
The  faid  John  Wintrop,  who  19 
herein  before  nominated  and  ap- 
pointed the  prefent  governor  of  the 
faid  company,  {hail  take  the  faid 
oath  before  one  or  more  of  the 
matters  of  our  court  of  chancery, 
for  the  time  being  ; unto  which 
matter  of  chancery  we  do,  by  thefe 
prefcnts,  give  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  admiiiilter  the  faid  oath 
to  the  faid  John  Wintrop  acco-d- 
ingly;  and  the  laid  John  Ma- 
loti, who  is  herein  before  nomina- 
ted and  appointed  the  prefent  de- 
puty-governor of  the  faid  compa- 
ny, (ball  take  the  faid  oath  before 
the  faid  John  Wintrop,  or  any  twq 
of  the  affiftants  of  the  faid  com- 
pany ; unto  whom  we  do,  by  thefe 
prefents,  give  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  adminifter  the  faid  oath 
to  the  firid  John  Mafon  according- 
ly; and  the  faid  Samuel  Willis, 
Henry  Clerke,  .Matthew  Allen, 
John  Tappen,  Nathaniel  Gould, 
Richard  Treat,  Richard  Lord, 
Henry'  Wollcot,  John  Talcott,  Da- 
niel Clerke,  John  Ogden,  and  Tho- 
mas Wells,  who  are  herein  before 
nominated  and  appointed  the  pre- 
fent affiftants  of  the  faid  company, 
ihall  take  the  oath  before  the  faid 
John  Wintrop,  and  John  Mafon, 
or  one  of  them ; to  whom  we  do 
hereby  give  full  power  and  autho- 
rity to  adminifter  the  fame  accor- 
dingly. And  our  further  will  and 


Such 

pleafure  is,  That  all  and  every  go- 
vernor, or  deputy-governor,  to  be 
eledled  and  chofen,  Ity  virtue  of 
thefe  prefents,  Ihall  take  the  faid 
oath  before  two  or  more  of  the  af- 
fiftants  Or  the  faid  company,  for 
the  time  being  j unto  whom  we 
do.  by  thefe  prefents,  give  full 
power  and  authority  to  give  and 
adminifter  the  faid  oath  according- 
ly. And  the  laid  affiftants,  and  e- 
very  of  them,  andalior  every  other 
officer  or  officers  to  be  hereafter 
chofen,  from  time  to  time,  to  take 
the  faid  oath  before  the  governor 
or  deputy-governor,  for  the  time 
being  ; unto  which  faid  governor, 
we  do?  by  thefe  prefents  give  full 
power  and  authority  to  adminifter 
the  fame  accordingly.  And  fur- 
ther, of  our  more  ample  grace, cer- 
tain knowledge,  and  mere  motion, 
we  have  given  and  granted , and  by 
thefe  prefents,  for  ps,  our  heirsand 
fucceflors.  do  give  and  grant  unto 
the  faid  governor  and  company  of 
the  Engliflt  colony  cf  Connecticut, 
in  New-England,  in  America,  and 
to  every  inhabitant  there,  and  to 
every  perfon  and  perfons  trading 
thither,  and  to  every  Inch  perfotj 
and  perfons  as  arc  or  (hall  be  free 
of  the  faid  colony,  full  power  and 
authority,  from  time  to  time  and 
at  all  times  hereafter,  to  take . fliip. 
tranfpnrt,  and  carry  away,  for  and 
towards  theplantafion  and  defence 
of  the  faid  colony,  fudh  of  our  lo- 
op 
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Stich  as  have  accepted  of  this  charter  ought  not  tp 
complain  of  parliamentary  taxation,  unlefs  they  uq- 
derftood  that  they  were  both  to  have  a reprefentation 
in  their  own  affemblies,  and  ia  the  parliament  of  Bri- 
tain ; whichit  is  manifeft  they  never  dreamed  of.  This 
fhews  us  that  the  far  greater  part  ofthofe  patent  pri- 
vileges are  imperfeft,  and  that  many  arguments  taken 
from  grants  are  in  the  nature  of  the  thing  inepnelufive 
in  point  ofjuftice  and  natural  right. 

Mr  Pen,  according  to  his  charter,  framed  a fyftem 
of  government  for  the  ruling  the  province  of  Penfylva- 

nia 


ving  fubjefts  and  ftrangers  as  (hat), 
or  will,  willingly  accompany  them, 
in  and  to  their  faid  colony  and 
plantation,  except  fuch  perfon  or 
perfons  as  are  or  (hall  be  therein 
ft  (trained  by  us,  ourheirs  and  fuc- 
ceflbrs ; and  all'o  to  (hip  and  trans- 
port all,  and  all  manner  of  goods, 
chattels,  merchandizes,  and  other 
things  whatfoever-  that  are  or  (hall 
be  ufeful  or  necefiary  for  the  in- 
habitants of  the  faid  colony,  and 
may  lawful  y be  tranfported  thi- 
ther; neverthelefs  not  tobedifehar- 
ged  of  payment  to  us,  ourheirs  and 
lacceflhrs,  of  the  duties,  cultopas, 
and  fubfidies,  which  are  or  ought 
to  be  paid  or  payable  forthe  fame. 
And  further,  our  will  and  pleafure 
is,  and  we  do,  for  us,  our  heirs, 
and  fucceifors,  ordain,  declare  and 
grant  unto  the  laid  governor  and 
company,  and  their  fncceflbrs, 
that  ai|  and  ever,  the  fubjedts  of 
us,  our  heirs  or  fuccetfore,  which 
shall  go  to  inhabit' within  the  faid 
colony,  and  every  of  their  children 
which  (hall  happen  to  be  born 
there,  or  on  the  fea,  in  going  thi- 
ther, or'  returning  from  thence, 
(hall  have  anil  enjoy  all  liberties, 
and  immunities,  of  free  and  natu- 
ral fubiects  within  any  of  the  do- 
minions of  us,  our  heirs  or  fuccef- 
fors,  ro  all  intents,  conft ructions 


and  purpofes  whatfoever,  as  if  they 
and  every  of  them,  were  born 
within  the  realm  of  England.  And 
we  do  authorize,  and  empower 
the  governor,  or  in  his  abfence  the 
deputy-governor  for  the  time  be- 
ing, to  appoint  two  or  more  of  the 
laid.fliftants,  at  any  of  their  courts 
or  affemblies  to  be  held  as  afore- 
aid,  to  have  power  and  authority 
to  adminidcr  the  oath  of  luprema- 
cy  and  obedience  to  all  and  every 
perfon  and  perfons,  which  (hall  at 
any  time  or  times  hereafter  go  or 
pa's  into  the  faid  colony  of  Con- 
necticut ; unto  which  faid  aflift- 
ants,  fo  to  be  appointed  as  afore- 
faid,  we  do  by  thefe  prefents  give 
full  power  and  authority  to  adrai- 
nifter  the  faid  oath  accordingly, 
and  we  further  of  our  efpecial 
grace,  certain  knowledge,  • and” 
mere  motion,  give  and  grant  unto 
the  faid  governor  and  company  of 
the  Englifh  eoleny  of  Connedlicut 
ir,  New-England  in  America,  and 
their  fucceliors,  that  it  (hall  and 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  go- 
vernor, or  deputy  governor,  and 
Such  of  the  afliftants  of  the  faid 
company  for  the  time  being,  as 
fliall  be  aflembled  in  any  of  the 
general  courts  aforefaid,  or  in  any 
courts  to  be  efpceially  fummoned 
or  aflembled  for  that  purpofe,  or 
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nia,  confiding  of  forty  articles,  which  both  fhew  his 
wifdom  and  juftice,  as  proprietor  of  that  province. 
The  preface  to  the  frame,  and  the  form  itfelf,  are  ex- 
preffed  as  follows : 

“ For  particular  Frames  and  Models,  it  will  become 
me  to  fay  little  ; and  comparatively  I will  fay  nothing. 
My  reafons  are  : Firft,  That  the  age  is  too  nice  and 
difficult  for  it ; there  being  nothing  the  wits  of  men 
are  more  bufy  and  divided  upon.  Tis  true,  they 
feem  to  agree  in  the  end,  to  wit,  Happinefs ; but  in 

the 


the  greater  part  of  them,  whereof 
the  governor,  or  deputy  governor, 
and  fix  of  the  affiftants.tobe  always 
(even,  to  e>eCt  and  make  fuch 
judicatories  for  the  hearing  and  de- 
termining of  all  actions,  caufes, 
matters,  and  things  happening 
within  the  faid  colony  or  plantation, 
and  which  'hall  be  in  difputc  and 
depending  there,  as  they  (halt  think 
fit  and  convenient ; and  alfo,  from 
time  to  time,  to  make,  ordain,  and 
eftablilh,  all  manner  of  wholefome 
and  reafonable  laws,  ftatutes,  ordi- 
nances, directions,  and  in  ftruCtions, 
not  contrary  to  the  law  s of  Eng- 
land, as  well  for  fettling  the  forms 
and  ceremonies  of  government  and 
magiftracy,  fit  and  necefiary  for 
the  faid  plantation,  and  the  inhab- 
itants there,  as  for  naming  and 
llyling  all  forts  of  officers,  both 
fnperior  and  inferior,  which  they 
(hall  find  needful  for  the  govern- 
ment and  plantation  of  the  faid 
colony,  and  the  diftingnifhing  and 
fetting  forth  of  the  feveral  duties, 
powers  and  limits  of  every  fuch 
office  and  place,  and  the  forms  of 
luch  oaths,  not  being  contrary  to 
the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  this  our 
realm  of  England,  to  be  ndmini- 
ltered  for  the  execution  of  the  faid 
feveral  offices  and  places  • as  alfo 
for  the  difpofing  and  ordering  of 
the  election  of  fuch  of  the  faid 
officers  as  areto  beannuallychofe n. 


and  of  fuch  others  as  ffiall  fucceed,- 
in  cafe  of  death  or  removal,  and' ad- 
miniftving  the  faid  oath  to  the  new- 
elefted  officers,  and  granting  ne- 
ceffary  commiffions,  and  for  impo- 
fition  of  lawful  fines,  mulcts,  im- 
prifonments,  or  other  punifhments, 
upon  offenders  and  delinquents,  ac- 
cording to  thecourfe  of  oiher  cor- 
porations within  this  our  kingdom 
of  England ; and  the  lame  laws,- 
fines,  mulcts,  aud  executions,  to 
alter. change, revoke, annul,  reteafe 
or  pardon,  under  their  common1 
fcal,  as  by  the  faid  general  a (Terribly, 
or  major  part  of  them,  (hall  be 
thought  fit ; and  for  the  directing, 
ruling  and  difpofing  of  all  other 
matters  am!  things,  whereby  our 
faid  people,  inhabitants  there,  may 
be  lo  religioully,  peaceably  and 
civilly  governed,  as  their  good  life, 
and  orderly  converfation,  may  win 
and  invite'the  nativesoftheenuntry 
to  the  knowledge  and  obedience  of 
the  only  true  God  and  Saviour  of 
mankind,  and  the  Chriftian  Faith  ; 
which  in  our  royal  intentions,  and 
the  adventurers  free  profeffion,  is 
the  only  and  principal  end  of  this 
plantation  ; willing,  commanding, 
and  requiring,  and  by  thcl'e  pre- 
fents,  toms,  our  heirs  and  fuccef- 
fors,  ordaining  and  appointing, 
that  all  fuch  laws,  ftatutes,  and  or- 
dinances, inftru&ions,  impofition3 
and  directions, as  (hall  be  fo  made 
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the  means  they  differ,  as  td  divine,  foaifo  to  this  humati 
felicity  ; and  the  canfe  is  much  the  fame,  not  always  , 
want  of  light  and  knowledge,  but  want  of  ufingthem 
rightly.  Men  fide  with  their  paffions  againft  their 
reafon,  and  their  iiniiler  iriterefts  have  foftronga  bias 
upon  their  minds,  that  they  lean  to  them  againft  the 
good  of  the  things  they  know. 

Secondly,  I do  not  find  a model  in  the  world,*that 
time,  place,  and  fome  ftngular  emergencies  have  riot 
neceflarily  altered  ; nor  is  it  eafy  to  frame  a civil  go^ 
Vernment,  that  fhall  ferve  all  places  alike. 

Thirdly, 


by  the  governor,  deputy  goveinor 
and  affiftants,  as  aforefaid,  and 
publiftied  in  writing  under  their 
common  Teal,  (fiat]  carefully  and 
duly  be  obferved,  kept,  performed 
and  put  in  execution,  according 
to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
the  fame  ; and  thefe  our  letters 
patents,  or  the  duplicate  or  exem- 
plification thereof,  (hall  be,  to  all 
and  every  fuch  officers,  fuperiors 
and  inferiors,  from  time  to  time, 
for  the  putting  of  the  fame  orders, 
laws,  ftatutes,  ordinances,  inftruc- 
tiousand  directions,  in  due  execu- 
tion, again!!  us,  our  heirs  and  fuc- 
ccfforsa  fufficient  warrant  and  dif- 
charge.  And  we  do  further,  for 
us.  our  heirs  and  fuccelTors  give 
and  grant  unto  the  laid  governor 
and  company  and  their  fuccelTors, 
by  thefe  prefents,  that  it  (hall  .and 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  chief 
com, wanders,  governors  and  offi- 
cers of  the  faid  company  Tor  the 
time  being,  who  fhall  be  refident 
in  the  parts  of  New  England  here 
after  mentioned,  and  others  inha- 
biting there,  by  their  leave,  admit- 
tance, appointment  or  direction, 
from  time  to  time,  and  all  times 
hereafter,  for  their  fpecial  defence 
andfafety,  to  aflemble,  marfhal, 
array,  and  putin  warlike  pofture, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  colony, 
and  to  commiffionate,  empower 


and  authorize  fitch  perfon  or  per- 
fods  as  they  (hall  think  fit,  to  lead 
and  conduct  the  faid  inhabitants, 
and  to  encounter,  vxpulfe,  repel, 
and  refill  by  force  of  arms,  as  well 
by  fea  as  by  land,  and  alfo  to  kill, 
(lay  and  deltroy,  by  all  fitting  ways 
enterprizes  and  means  whatfoever 
all  and  every  fuch  jierfon  or  perfons 
as  (hall  at  any  time  hereafter  at- 
tempt or  enterprize  the  deftroClion 
invafion  detriment  or  annoyance  of 
the  faid  inhabitants  and  planta- 
tions, and  to  ule  and  exercifc  the 
law  martial  in  fuch  cafes  only  as 
occafion  (hall  require,  and  to  take 
or  furprife,  by  all  ways  and  means 
whatfoever,  all  and  every  fuch  per- 
fon or  perfons,  with  their  (hips,  ar- 
mour, ammunition,  and  other 
goods,  of  fuchas  (hail,  infuehhof- 
tile  manner, invade  ot  attempt  the 
defeating  of  >he  faid  plantation,  or 
the  hurt  o(  the  faid  company  and 
inhabitants,  and,  upon  juft  caufes, 
to  invade  and  deflroy  the  natives  or 
other  enemies  of  the  faid  colony. 
Neverthelcfs  our  will  and  pleafure 
is  i and  we  do  hereby  declare  unto 
all  Chriftiati  kings^  princes  and 
dates,  that  if  any  perfons,  which 
fhall  hereafter  be  of  the  faid  com- 
pany or  plantation,  or  any  other, 
by  appointment  oft  he  faid  govern- 
or and  company,  for  the  time  be- 
ing, (hall  at  any  time  or  times  here- 
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Thirdly,  I know  what  is  faid  by  the  feveral  admirers 
of  monarchy,  ariftocracy,  and  democracy,  which  are 
the  rule  of  one,  a few,  and  many,  and  are  the  three 
common  ideas  of  government,  when  men  difcourfe  on  ’ 
that  fubject.  But  I chufe  to  folve  the  controveri'y 
with  this  fmall  diftinftion,  and  it  belongs  to  all  three  : 
Any  government  is  free  to  the  people  under  it,  (what- 
ever be  the  frame)  where  the  law's  rule,  and  the  peo- 
ple are  a party  to  thofe  laws  ; and  more  than  this  is 
tyranny,  oligarchy,  or  confuiion. 

O o But 

after  rob  or  (poil,  by  lea  or  by  land,  and  pleafure  is,  and  we  do,  bv 
and  do  any  hurt,  violence,  or  un-  thefe  prefents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and 
lawful  hoitility,  to  any  of  the  fub-  fucceflbrs,  ordain  and  appoint,  that 
jects  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  tilde  preients  lhall  not,  in  any  man- 
or any  of  the  fubjects  of  any  prince  ner.  lunder  any  of  our  loving  fills 
or  ftate,  being  then  in  league  with  jefb;  whatfocver  to  life  and  exef  • 
us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  upon  cife  the  trade  of  lifting  upon  the 
complaint  of  fiu  h injury  done  to  any  coaft  of  New  England,  iu  America  5 
fuch  prince  or  ftate,  or  their  fub-  but  they,  and  every  or  any  of  them 
jecls,  we,  our  heirs  ami  flicceflbrs,  lhall  have  full  and  free  power  anil 
will  make  open  proclamation  with-  liberty  to  continue  and  tile  the  laid 
in  any  part  of  our  realm  of  Eng-  trade  of  lifting  upon  the  faid  ccaft, 
land,  fit  for  that  pjrpolc,  that  the  in  any  of  the  fens  thereunto  adjoin- 
perftn  or  perfons  committing  any  itig,  or  any  : rms  of  the  feasj  or 
■fuch  robbery  or  fpoil,  ftaH,  within  falt-water  rivers,  where  they  have 
the  time  limited  by  fuch  procla-  been  accuftomed  to  fifli;  and  to 
illation,  make  full  reftitution  or  build  and  fet  upon  the  wefte  lands 
latistaflion  of  ajl  fuch  injuries  done  belonging  to  the  faid  colony  of 
or  committed ; fo  as  the  faid  prince,  Connecticut,  fuch  wharfs,  ftages, 
or  others  ft  complaining,  may  be  end  work-houles,  as  ftial!  be  ne- 
fully  Atisfied  and  contented:  And  cefiaty  for  the  jailing,  drying,  aud 
if  the  faid  perfon  or  perfons,  who  keeping  of  their  liiii,  to  he  taken 
lhall  commit  any  fuch  robbery  or  or  gotten  upon  tliat  coal! ; any 
fpoil,  lhall  not  make  fatisfaclion  thing  in  thefe  prefents  contained  to 
accordingly,  within  fuch  time  ft  to  the. contrary  uotwlthftanding.  And 
be  limited,  tliat  then  it  (hail  and  know  ye  further,  that  v.  c,  of  our 
may  be  lawful  for  us,  our  heirs  and  more  abundant  grace,  certain 
fucceflbrs,  to  put  fuch  perfon  or  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  have 
perftii?  out  of  our  allegiance  and  given,  granted,  ar.d  confirmed, 
■proteftion ; and  that  it  fliall  and  and  by  thefe  preftnts,  for  us, 
may  b‘;  lawful  and  free  for  all  prlti-  otlr  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  do 
ces  and  others  to  prolecutc  with  give,  grant  and  confirm  unto 
hoftil tries  fiich  offenders,  and  every  the  faid  governor  and  company, 
of  them,  and  every  of  their  pro-  and  their  fucceflbrs,  all  that 
carers,  aiders,  abbettors,  and  conn-  part  of  our  dominions  in  New 
filors  in  that  behalf.  Pro-  England,  in  America,  bounded  on 
vided  alfo,  and  our  exprefs  will  the  Eaft  by  the  Narraganfett  river, 
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“ But  IafTIy,when  all  is  faid,  there  is  hardly  one  frame 
oi  government  in  rhe  world  fo  ill  deligned  by  its  firft 
founders,  that  in  good  hands  would  not  do  well 
enough  ; and  ftory  tells  us,  the  beft  in  ill  ones  can  do 
nothing  that  is  great  or  good ; witnefs  the  fewifli  and 
Roman  ftates.  Governments,  like  clocks,  go  from 
the  motion  men  give  them ; and  as  governments  are 
made,  and  moved  by  men,  fo  by  them  they  are  ruined 
too.  Wherefore,  governments  rather  depend  upon 
men,  than  men  upon  governments.  Let  men  be  good 
and  the  government  cannot  be  bad;  if  it  be  ill,  they 
will  cure  it.  But  if  men  be  bad,  let  the  government 
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commonly  called  NarragarTett  bay, 
where  the  laid  river  falleth  into 
to  the  lea,  and  on  the  north  by  the 
line  of  the  Ma(Jachufetts.plantation, 
and  on  Use  fouth  by  the  fea,  and 
in  longitude  as  the  line  of  Mafiii- 
chufetts  colony,  running  fiurn  call 
to  well,  (that  is  to  fey)  from  the 
faid  JV'rrjganfett  bay,  on  the  eaft, 
to  the  South  Sea,  oil  the  weft  part, 
with  the  illunds  thereunto  adjoin- 
ing, together  with  ;:ii  tie  firm  lauds, 
foils,  grounds,  havens,  port:  , ri- 
vers, waters,  hillings,  mines,  mi- 
nerals, precious  Hones,  quarries,  and 
all  and  Angular  commodities,  jurif- 
cUclions,  royalties,  privileges,  fran- 
ch.iles,  pre-eminences,  and  hircdi- 
taments,  whatfoever,  within  t!  e laid 
trail,  bounds,  lands,  and  il.'nnds 
aforefeid,  or  to  them,  or  any  of 
them  belonging.  To  have  and  to 
liold  the  fame,  unto  the  faid  go- 
vernor and  company,  their  ficcef- 
lor  and  alligns  for  ever,  upon  trull, 
and  for  the  life  and  benefit  ol’theni- 
felves  and  their  alfcciates,  freemen 
of  the  faid  colony,  their  heirs  and 
alligns;  to  be  holdeu  of  us,  our 
heirs  and  fucccfiors,  as  or  our  ma- 
iler of  hall  Oreenv  it  U,  in  free  and 
cciamon  locate,  and  not  in  cal  He, 


nor  by  knights  fen  ice;  yielding  and 
paying  therefore  to  us,  our  heirs, 
and  fucceflors,  only  the  fifth  part 
of  all  the  ore  of  gold  end  (liver, 
which  from  tune  to  time,  and  all 
times  hereafter,  fliall  be  there  got- 
ten, laid  or  obtained,  in  lieu  of  all 
fervices,  duties  and  demands  what- 
foever, to  be  to  us,  our  heirs  or 
fucceflors,  therefore  or  thereout 
rendered,  made,  or  paid.  And 
laftiy,  week  ferns,  our  heirs  and 
fuceeflbrs,,  grant  to  the  faid  gover- 
nor and  company,  and  their  fuc- 
ceifors,  by  tide  prelents,  that 
th  .-te  our  letters  patents  (hall  lie 
firm,  good,  and  effectual  in  the  Jaw, 
to  all  intents,  coilliruclions,  and 
jntrjiofes  whatfbeveh,  according  to 
our  Line  intent  and  meaning  here- 
in b fore  declared,  as  (hall  be  con- 
ftrued,  reputed,  and  adjudged  moil 
favourable  on  the  behalf,  and  for 
the  beft  benefit  anil  behoof  of  the 
faid  governor  and  company,  anti 
their  fiiccellbrs,  although  exprefis 
mention,  &c.  lit  witnefs,  &c„ 
Witnefs,  the  King,  at  Weftminfter, 
the  tliree  and  tv  entietli  day  ot  A- 
pril. 
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be  never  fo  good,  they  will  endeavour  tp  warp  and 
fpoil  it  to  their  turn. 

“ I know  fome  fay,  Let  us  have  good  laws,  and  no 
matter  for  the  men  that  execute  them:  But  let  them 
confider,  That  though  good  laws  do  well,  good  men 
do  better:  For  good  laws  may  want  good  men,  and 
be  aboliflied  or  evaded  by  ill  men  ; but  good  men 
will  never  want  good  laws,  nor  fuffer  ill  ones.  ’Tis 
true,  good  laws  have  fome  awe  upon  ill  minifters,  but 
that  is  where  they  have  no  power  to  efcape  or  abolifh 
them,  and  the  people  are  generally  wife  and  good : 
But  a loofe  and  depraved  people  (which  is  to  the 
queftion)  love  law's  and  an  adminiftration  like  thcm- 
felves.  That  therefore  which  makes  a conftitution, 
muff:  keep  it,  viz.  Men  of  wifdom  and  virtue,  qualities, 
that  becaufe  they  defcend  not  with  worldly  inheri- 
tances, mull  be  carefully  propagated  by  a virtuous 
education  of  youth;  for  which  alter-ages  will  owe 
more  to  the  care  and  prudence  of  founders  and  the 
fuccellive  magiffracy,  than  to  their  parents  for  their 
private  patrimonies. 

“ Thefe  confiderations  of  the  weight  of  government, 
and  the  nice  and  various  opinions  about  it,  made  it 
uneaiy  to  me  to  think  of  publilhing  the  enfuing  frame 
and  conditional  law's,  forfceing,  both  the  cenfures 
they  will  meet  with  from  men  of  different  humours 
and  engagements,  and  the  occafion  they  may  give  of 
difeourfe  beyond  my  defign. 

“ But  next  to  the  power  of  neceffity,  (which  is  a.  foli- 
citor  that  will  take  no  denial),  this  induced  me  to  a 
compliance,  that  we  have  (with  reverence  to  God  and 
good  confcience  to  men)  to  the  belt  of  our  /kill,  con- 
trived and  compofed  the  Frame  and  Laws  of  this  go- 
vernment, to  the  great  end  of  all  government,  viz.  Ta 
fupport  power  in  reverence  with  the  people,  and  to 
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j’ccure  the  people  from  the  abufe  of  power;  that  they 
luaybefree  by  their  juft  obedience,  and  the  magi- 
ftrates  honourable  for  their  juft  adminiftration : For 
. liberty  without  obedience  is  confufion,  and  obedience 
without  liberty  is  flavcry.  To  carry  this  evenefs  is 
partly  owing  to  the  conftitution,  and  partly  to  the 
magiftracy  : Where  either  of  thefe  fail,  government 
will  be  fubjeft  to  convulftons ; but  where  both  are 
wanting,  it  muft  be  totally  fubverted  : Then  where 
both  meet,  the  government  is  like  to  endure.  Which 
I humbly  pray,  and  hope  GOD  will  pleal’e  to  make 
the  lot  of  this  of  Pcnnfylvania.  Amen. 

William  Penn. 

The  F R A M E,  8cc. 

“ To  all  people  to  whom  thefe  prefents  fhall  come. 
Whereas  King  Charles  the  fecond,  by  his  letters  pa-* 
tents,  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  for  the  consi- 
deration therein  mentioned,  hath  been  gracioully  plea- 
fed  to  give  and  grant  unro  me  William  Penn  (by  the 
name  of  William  Penn,  Efq;  Ion  and  heir  of  Sir  WiU 
liam  Penn  deceafed)  and  to  my  heirs  and  aftigns  for 
ever,  all  that  traft  of  land,  or  province,  called  Pennfyh 
vania,  in  America,  with  divers  great  powers,  pre- 
eminences, royalties,  jurifdi<ftions,  and  authorities,  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  well-being  and  government  thereof  ; 
Now  know  ye.  That  for  the  well-being  and  govern- 
ment of  the  faid  province,  and  for  the  encouragement 
of  all  the  freemen  and  planters  that  may  be  therein 
concerned,  in  purfuance  of  the  powers  afore-mcn- 
tioned,  I the  faid  William  Penn  have  declared,  grant- 
ed, and  confirmed,  and  by  thefe  prefents,  for  me,  my 
heirs  and  aftigns,  do  declare,  grant  and  confirm  unto 
all  the  freemen,  planters  and  adventurers,  of,  in  and 
to  the  faid  province,  thefe  liberties,  iranchilcs,  and 
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properties,  to  be  held,  enjoyed  and  kept  by  the  free- 
men, planters  and  inhabitants  of  the  laid  province  of 
Pennfylvania  for  ever. 

Imprimis.  That  the  government  of  this  province 
lhall,  according  to  the  powers  of  the  patent,  confilt 
of  the  governor  and  freemen  of  the  faid  province,  in 
form  of  a provincial  council  and  general  affembly, 
by  whom  all  laws  lhall  be  made,  officers  chofen,  and 
public  affairs  tranfatted,  as  js  hereafter  refpettively 
declared.  That  is  to  fay, 

II.  That  the  freemen  of  the  faid  province  lhall  on 
the  twentieth  day  of  the  twelfth  month,  which  lhall 
be  in  this  prefent  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  eighty 
and  two,  meet  and  afi'emble  in  i'ome  fit  place,  of  which 
timely  notice  lhall  be  before-hand  given  by  the  gover- 
nor or  his  deputy,  and  then  and  there  lhall  chufe  out 
of  themfelves  feventy-two  perfons  of  moft  note  for 
their  wifdom,  virtue,  and  ability,  who  Avail  meet  on 
the  tenth  day  of  the  firfi:  month  next  enfuing,  and  al- 
ways be  called  and  as  the  provincial  council  of  the 
laid  province, 

III.  That  at  the  firft  choice  of  fuch  provincial  coun- 
cil. one  third  part  of  the  faid  provincial  council  lhall 
be  chofen  to  ferve  for  three  years  then  next  enfuing, 
one  third  part  for  two  years  then  next  enfuing,  and 
one  third  part  for  one  year  then  next  following  fuch 
eleftion,  and  no  longer  ; and  that  the  faid  third  part 
Avail  go  out  accordingly  ; anti  on  the  twentieth  day 
of  the  twelfth  month  a.s  aforefaid,  yearly  for  ever  af- 
terward, the  freemen  in  the  laid  province  lhall  in  like 
manner  meet  and  affemble  together,  and  then  chufe 
twenty-four  perfons,  being  one  third  of  the  faid  num- 
ber, to  ferve  in  provincial  council  for  three  years  ; 
It  being  intended,  that  one  third  part  of  the  whole 
pro\incia!  council  (always  ccnfilling,  and  to  confiff  of 
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feventy-two  perfons,  as  aforefaid)  falling  off  yearly, 
it  fhall  be  early  lupplied  by  fuch  new  yearly  elec- 
tions as  aforefaid;  and  that  no  one  perfon  fhall  con- 
tinue therein  longer  than  three  years ; and  in  cafe 
any  member  fhall  deceafe  before  the  laft  ele&ion  du- 
ring his  time,  that  then,  at  the  next  election  enfuing 
his  deceafe,  another  fhail  be  chofen  tol’upply  his  place 
for  the  remaining  tune  he  was  to  have  ferved,  and  no 
longer. 

IV.  That  after  the  firft  feven  years,  every  one  of 
the  faid  third  parts  that  goeth  yearly  off,  fhall  be  in- 
capable of  being  chofen  again  for  one  whole  year  fol- 
lowing : That  fo  all  may  be  fitted  for  government, 
and  have  experience  of  the  care  and  burden  of  it. 

V.  That  the  provincial  council  in  all  cafes  and  mat- 
ters of  moment,  as  their  arguing  upon  bills  to  be  paff 
into  laws,  erefting  courts  of  juflice,  giving  judgment 
upon  criminals  impeached,  and  choice  of  officers,  in 
fuch  manner  as  is  herein  after  mentioned;  not  lefs 
than  two-thirds  of  the  whole  provincial  council  fiiall 
make  a quorum  ; and  that  the  confent,  and  approba. 
tion  of  two-thirds  cf  fuch  quorum,  fhall  be  had  in  all 
fuch  cafes  and  matters  of  moment.  .And  moreover, 
that  in  all  cates  and  matters  of  Idler  moment,  twenty- 
four  members  of  tiie  faid  provincial  councilfhall  make 
a quorum,  the  majority  of  which  twenty-four  fhall 
and  may  always  determine  in  fuch  cafes  and  caufes  of 
Jcffer  moment. 

VI.  That  in  this  provincial  council  the  governor, 
or  his  deputy,  fliall  or  may  always  prefide,  and  have 
a treble  voice  ; and  the  faid  provincial  council  fhall 

- always  continue,  and  fit  upon  its  own  adjournments 
and  committees. 

VII.  That  the  governor  and  provincial  council  fliall 
prepare  and  piropofc  to  the  general  afleinbly  hereafter 

mentioned, 
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mentioned,  all  bills,  wluch  they  (hall  at  any  time  think 
lit  to  be  palled  into  laws  within  the  faid  province  y 
which  bills  lhall  be  pnblilhed  and  affixed  to  the  moll: 
noted  places  in  the  inhabited  parts  thereof,  thirty 
days  before  the  meeting  of  the  General  AfTembly,  in 
order  to  the  palling  them  into  laws,  or  rejecting  of 
them,  as  the  General  Affembly  (hall  fee  meet. 

VIII.  That  the  governor  and  provincial  council  (hall 
take  care,  that  all  Jaws,  ftatutes  and  ordinances,  which 
{hall  at  any  time  be  made  within  the  faid  province,  be 
duly  and  diligently  executed. 

IX.  That  the  governor  and  provincial  council  {hall 
at  all  times  have  the  care  of  the  peace  and  fafety  of 
the  province,  and  that  nothing  be  by  any  perfon  at- 
tempted to  the  fubveriion  of  this  frame  of  govern- 
ment. 

X.  That  the  governor  and  provincial  council  fhall 
at  all  times  fettle  and  order  the  flotation  of  all  cities, 
ports,  and  market-towns,  in  every  county,  modelling 
therein  all  public  buildings,  flreets,  and  market-places, 
and  lhall  appoint  all  ncceiTary  roads,  and  highways  in 
the  province, 

XI.  That  the  governor  and  provincial  council  lhall 
at  all  times  have  power  to  infpe£t  the  management 
of  the  public  treafury,  and  puniih  thofe  who  lhall  con- 
vert any  part  thereof  to  any  other  ufc  titan  what  hath 
been  agreed  upon  by  the  governor,  provincial  council, 
and  general  aflembly. 

XII.  That  the  governor  and  provincial  council  (halt 
erect  and  order  all  public  fchook,  and  encourage  and 
reward  the  author;  of  ufeful  fciences  and  laudable  in- 
ventions in  the  faid  province. 

XIII.  That  for  the  better  management  of  the  powers 
and  trull  aforefaid,  the  provincial  council  lhall  from 
time  to  time  divide  itfelfyito  four  diflitift  and  proper 

- com- 
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committees  for  the  more  eafy  adminiflration  of  the  aff 
fairs  of  the  province,  which  divides  the  feventy-two 
into  four  eighteens,  every  one  of  which  eighteens 
Avail  confifl  of  fix  out  of  each  of  the  three  orders  or 
yearly  elections,  each  of  which  ftiall  have  a diflinCi  por- 
tion of  bufinefs,  as  followeth : Firfl*  a committee  of 
plantations,  to  fituate  and  fettle  cities,  ports,  and  mar* 
ket-towns,  and  highways,  and  to  hear  and  decide  all 
fuits  and  controverfies  relating  to  plantations.  Se- 
condly, a committee  of  juflice  and  fafety,  to  fecure 
the  peace  of  the  province,  and  punilh  the  mal-admi- 
niftration  of  thofe  who  fubvert  juftice  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  public  or  private  interefl.  Thirdly,  a 
committee  of  trade  and  treafury,  who  (hall  regulate 
all  trade  and  commerce  according  to  law,  encourage 
manufacture  and  country-growth,  and  defray  the  pub- 
lic charge  of  the  province.  And  fourthly*  a com- 
mittee of  manners,  education,  and  arts,  that  all  wick- 
ed and  fcandalous  living  may  be  prevented,  and  that 
youth  may  be  fucceffively  trained  up  in  virtue  and  ufe- 
ful  knowledge  and  arts  : The  quorum  of  each  of 
which  committees  being  fix,  that  is,  two  out  of  each 
of  the  three  orders  or  yearly  elections,  as  aforefaid, 
make  a conftant  and  Handing  council  of  twenty-four, 
which  will  have  the  power  of  the  provincial  council, 
being  the  quorum  of  it,  in  all  cafes  not  excepted  in 
the  fifth  article  ; and  in  the  faid  committees  and  Hand- 
ing council  of  the  province,  the  governor  or  his  de- 
puty fliall  or  may  prefide  as  aforefaid ; and  in  the  ab- 
fence  of  the  governor  or  his  deputy,  if  no  one  is  by 
either  of  them  appointed,  the  faid  committees  or  coun- 
cil fliall  appoint  a prefident  for  that  time,  and  not 
otherwife ; and  what  fhall  be  refolved  at  fuch  comir.it- 
mittees,  fliall  be  reported  to  the  faid  council  of  the  pro- 
vince, and  fliall  be  by  them  refolved  and  confirmed 

before 
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before  the  fame  (hall,  be  put  in  execution  ; and  that 
thefe  refpe&ive  committees  (hall  not  fit  at  one  and  the 
fame  time,  except  in  cafes  of  neceffity. 

XIV.  And  to  the  end  that  all  laws  prepared  by  the 

governor  and  provincial  council  aforefaid,  may  yet  have 
the  more  full  concurrence  of  the  freemen  of  the  pro- 
vince, it  is  declared,  granted,  and  confirmed.  That  at 
the  time  and  place  or  places  for  the  choice  of  a provin- 
cial council  as  aforefaid,  the  laid  freemen  (hall  yearly 
chufe  members  to  ferve  in  a general  aifembly  as  their 
reprefentatives,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  perfons, 
who  (hall  yearly  meet  from  the  twentieth  day  of  the 
fecond  month,  which  (hall  be  in  the  year  one  thou- 
fand  fix  hundred  and  eighty  three  following,  in  the 
capital  town  or  city  of  the  faid  province,  where  du- 
ring eight  days,  the  feveral  members  may  freely  con- 
fer with  one  another  ; and  if  any  of  them  fee  meet, 
with  a committee  of  the  provincial  council,  (confiding 
of  three  out  of  each  of  the  four  committees  aforefaid, 
being  twrelve  in  all)  which  (hall  be  at  that  time  pur- 
pofely  appointed  to  receive  from  any  of  them  propp- 
fals  for  the  alteration  or  amendment  of  any  of  the 
faid  propofed  and  promulgated  bills : And  on  the 

ninth  day  from  their  fo  meeting,  the  faid  genera!  ai- 
fembly, after  reading  over  the  propofed  bills,  by  the 
clerk  of  the  provincial  council,  and  the  occaiions  and  ‘ 

* motives  for  them  being  opeued  by  the  governor  or 
his  deputy,  (hall  give  their  affirmative  or  negative, 
which  to  them  feemeth  bed,  in  fuch  manner  as  here- 
in after  is  expreffed.  - But  not  lefs  than  two-thirds 
(hall  make  a quorum  in  the  pading  of  laws,  and  choice 
of  fuch  officers  as  are  by  them  to  be  chofen, 

XV.  That  the  laws  fo  prepared  and  propofed  as 
aforefaid,  that  are.affiented  to  by  the  general  aflembly 
lhallbe  enrolled  as  the  laws  of  the  proiince,  with  this 
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Digitized  by  GoogI 


HISTORY  OF 


a 96 


A.  D.  i77i. 


Aile  : By  the  governor,  with  the  confent  and  approba- 
tion of  the  freemen  in  provincial  council  and  general 
afl'embly. 

XVI.  That  for  the  better  eftablilhment  of  the  go- 
vernment and  laws  of  this  province,  and  to  the  end 
there  may  be  an  univerfal  fatisfaftion  in  the  laying  of 
the  fundamentals  thereof ; the  general  afl'embly  (hall 
or  may  for  the  firfl  year,  confifl  of  all  the  freemen  of 
and  in  the  faid  province,  and  ever  after  it  it  fhali  be 
yearly  chofen  as  aforefaid  ; which  number  of  two 
hundred  (hall  be  enlarged  as  the  country  lhail  encreafe 
in  people,  fo  as  it  do  not  exceed  five  hundred  at  any 
time : The  appointment  and  proportioning  of  which, 
as  aifo  the  laying  and  methodizing  of  the  choice  of  the 
provincial  council  and  general  afl'embly  in  future  times, 
moll  equally  to  the  divifions  of  the  hundreds  and  coun- 
ties, which  the  country  fnall  hereafter  be  divided  in- 
to, lhail  be  in  the  power  of  the  provincial  council  to 
propofc,  and  the  general  afl'embly  to  refolve. 

XVII.  That  the  governor  and  the  provincial  coun- 
cil lhal!  erecl-  from  time  to  time  Handing  courts  of  juf- 
tice,  in  fuch  places  and  number  as  they  lhail  judge 
convenient  for  the  good  government  of  the  faid  pro- 
vince. And  that  the  provincial  council  lhail  on  the 
thirteenth  day  of  the  firft  month  yearly,  eleft  and 
prefent  to  the  governor  or  his  deputy,  a double  num- 
ber of  perfons  to  ferve  for  judges,  treafurers,  mafr 
ters  of  rolls  within  the  faid  province  for  the  year 
next  enfuing ; and  the  freemen  of  the  faid  province 
in  the  county-courts,  when  they  lhal!  be  erefted,  and 
till  then  in  the  general  afl'embly,  fhali  on  the  three  and 
twentieth  day  of  the  fecond  jnonth  yearly,  eieft  ar.d 
prefent  to  the  governor  or  his  deputy,  a double  num- 
ber cl  perfons  to  ferve  for  flieriTs,  jullices  of  the 
peace,  and  coroners,  for  the  year  next  enfuing  j out 
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of  which  refpeftive  elections  and  prefentments,  the 
governor  or  his  deputy  fnall  nominate  and  commif- 
lionate  the  proper  number  for  each  office  the  third 
day  after  the  faid  prefentments  ; or  elfe  the  firft 
named  in  fuch  prefeutment  for  each  office,  lhall  fend 
and  ferve  for  that  office  the  year  enfuing. 

XVIII.  But  forafmuch  as  the  prefent  condition  of 
the  province  requires  fome  immediate  fettlement,  and 
admits  not  of  fo  quick  a revolution  of  officers ; and 
to  the  end  the  faid  province  may,  with  all  convenient 
fpeed,  be  well  ordered  and  fettled,  I William  Penn* 
do  therefore  think  lit  to  nominate  and  appoint  fuch 
perfons  for  judges,  treafurers,  mailers  of  the  rolls, 
lheriffs,  jufticesof  the  peace,  and  coroners,  as  are 
mod  fitly  qualified  for  thofe  employments ; to  whom 
I lhall  make  and  grant  commiffions  for  the  faid  offi- 
cers, refpeftively,  to  hold  to  them  to  whom  the  fame 
lhall  be  granted,  for  fo  long  time  as  every  fuch  per- 
fon  lhall  well  behave  himfelf  in  the  office  or  place  to 
him  refpe&ively  granted  and  no  longer.  And  upon 
the  deceafe  or  difplacing  of  any  of  the  faid  officers, 
the  fucceeding  officer  or  officers  lhall  be  chol'en  as 
aforefaid. 

XIX.  That  the  general  aflembly  {hall  continue  fo 
long  as  may  be  needful  to  impeach  criminals  lit  to  ba 
there  impeached,  to  pafs  bills  into  laws  that  they  lhall 
think  fit  to  pafs  into  laws,  and  till  fuch  time  as  the  go- 
vernor and  provincial  council  llial!  declare  that  they 
have  nothing  furtl&r  to  propofe  unto  them  for  their 
admit  and  approbation  : and  that  declaration  lhall  be 
a difmifs  to  the  genera!  aflembly  for  that  time;  which 
general  aflembly  lhall  be  iiotwithlhtnding  capable  of 
aflembling  together  upon  the  fummons  of  the  provin- 
cial council,  atany  time duringthat  year, if  thefaidpro- 
viucial  council  lhall  fee  occafion  for  their  fo  aflembling. 
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XX.  That  all  the  eleftions  of  members  or  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people  to  ferve  in  provincial  council 
and  general  affembly,  and  all  queflions  to  be  deter- 
mined by  both  or  either  of  them,  that  relate  to  paf- 
fing  of  bills  into  laws,  to  the  choice  of  officers,  to 
impeachments  made  by  the  general  aflembly,  and 
judgment  of  criminals  upon  fuch  impeachments  by 
the  provincial  council,  and  to  all  other  cafes  by  them 
Tefpeftively  judged  of  importance,  {hall  be  refolved 
and  determined  by  the  ballot ; and  unlefs  on  fudden 
and  indifpenfible  occafions,  on  bufmefs  in  provincial 
council,  or  its  refpeftive  committees,  {hall  be  finally 
determined  the  fame  day  that  it  is  moved. 

XXI.  That  at  all  times,  when,  and  fo  often  as  it 
{hall  happen  that  the  governor  {hall  or  may  be  an  in- 
fant, under  the  age  of  one  and  twenty  years,  and  no 
guardians  or  commiffioners  are  appointed  in  writing 
by  the  father  of  the  faid  infant,  or  that  fuch  guardians 
or  commiffioners  {hall  be  deceafed  ; that  during  fuch 
minority,  the  provincial  council  lhall  from  time  to  time, 
as  they  lhall  fee  meet,  ' confiitute  and  appoint  guar- 
dians or  commiffioners,  not  exceeding  three  ; one  of 
which  three  ffiall  prefide  as  deputy  and  chief  guardian, 
during  fuch  minority,  and  ffiall  have,  and  execute, 
with  the  confent  of  the  other  two,  all  the  power  of  a 
governor,  in  all  the  public  affairs  and  concerns  of  the 
laid  province. 

XXII.  That  as  often  as  any  day  of  the  month  men- 
tioned in  any  article  of  this  charted,  ffiall  fall  upon  the 
firft  day  of  the  week,  coommonly  called  the  Lord’s- 
day,  the  bufinefs  appointed  for  that  day  {hall  be  de- 
ferred till  the  next  day,  unlefs  in  cafe  of  emergency. 

XXIII.  That  no  aft,  lav/,  or  ordinance  whatfoever, 
{hall  at  any  time  hereafter  be  made  or  done  by  the  go- 
vernor of  this  province,  his  heirs  or  affigns,  or  by  the 

freemen 
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freemen  in  the  provincial  council,  or  the  general  al- 
fembly,  to  alter,  change  or  diminifh  the  form  or  effeft 
of  this  charter,  or  any  part  or  claufe  thereof,  without 
the  confent  of  the  governor,  his  heirs  or  affigns,  and 
fix  parts  of  feven  of  the  faid  freemen  in  provincial 
council  and  general  afl'embly. 

XXIV.  And  laftly,  that  I the  faid  William  Penn, 
for  myfelf,  my  heirs  and  affigns,  have  folemnly  decla- 
red, granted,  and  confirmed,  and  do  hereby  folemnly 
declare,  grant,  and  confirm,  That  neither  I,  my 
heirs  nor  affigns,  lhall  procure  or  do  any  thing  or 
things,  whereby  the  liberties  in  this  charter  contain- 
ed and  expreflfed  {hall  be  infringed  or  broken  ; and  if 
any  thing  be  procured  by  any  perfon  or  perfons  con- 
trary to  thefe  premifles,  it  {hall  be  held  of  no  force  or 
efteft.  In  witnefs  whereof,  I the  faid  William  Penn  ' 
have  unto  this  prefent  charter  of  liberties  fet  my  hand 
and  broad  feal,  this  five  and  twentieth  day  of  the  fe- 
cond  month,  vulgarly  called  April,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty-two. 

William  Penn. 

The  following  Laws  were  agreed  upon  in  England,  8sc. 

I.  That  the  charter  of  liberties,  declared,  granted, 
and  confirmed  the  five  and  twentieth  day  of  the  fecond 
month,  called  April,  1682,  before  diters  witnelles,  by 
William  Penn,  governor  and  chief  proprietor  ofPenn- 
fylvania,  to  all  the-  freemen  and  planters  of  the  faid 
province;  is  hereby  declared  and  approved,  and  {hall 
be  for  ever  held  for  fundamental  in  the  government 
thereof,  according  to  the  limitations  mentioned  in  the 
faid  charter. 

II.  That  every  inhabitant  in  the  faid  province,  that 
is  or  {hall  be  a purchafer  of  one  hundred  acres  of  land, 
or  upwards,  his  heirs  and  affigns,  and  every  perfon 

who 
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who  fliall  Vave  paid  his  paflage,  and  taken  tip  one 
hundred  acres  of  land  at  one  penny  an  acre,  and  have 
cultivated  ten  acres  thereof;  and  every  perfon  that 
hath  been, a fervant  or  bondfman,  and  is  free  by  his 
fervice,  that  fliall  have  taken  up  his  fifty  aefes  of  land, 
and  cultivated  twenty  thereof;  and  every  inhabitant, 
artificer,  or  other  refident  in  the  faid  province,  that 
pays  fcot  and  lot  to  the  government,  {hall  be  deemed 
and  accounted  a freeman  of  the  faid  province  : And 
every  fuch  perfon  fliall  and  may  be  capable  of  eleft- 
ing,  or  being  elected  reprefentatives  of  the  people  in 
provincial  council  or  general  affembly,  in  the  faid  pro- 
vince. 

III.  That  all  elections  of  members,  or  reprefenta- 
tives of  the  people  and  freemen  of  the  province  of 
Pennfylvania,  to  ferve  in  provincial  council  or  general 
affembly  to  be  held  within  the  laid  province,  fliall  be 
free  and  voluntary:  And  that  the  ele&or,  that  fliall 
receive  any  reward  or  gift,  in  meat,  drink,  monies,  or 
otherwife,  fliall  forfeit  his  right  to  elect;  and  fuch 
perfon  as  fliall  direftly  or  indirectly  give,  promife,  or 
beftow  any  fuch  reward  as  aforefaid,  to  be  elected, 
{hall  forfeit  his  election,  and  be  thereby  incapable  to 
ferve  as  aforefaid;  and  the  provincial  council  and  ge- 
neral affembly  fliall  be  the  foie  judges  of  the  regula- 
rity or  irregularity  of  the  elections  of  their  own  re- 
fpeftive  members. 

IV.  That  no  money-  or  goods  fliall  be  raifed  upon 
or  paid  by  any  of  the  people  of  this  province  by  way 
of  public  tax,  cultom,  or  contribution,  but  by  a law 
for  that  purpofe  made ; and  whofoever  fliall  levy,  col- 
lect, or  pay  any  money  or  goods  contrary  thereunto, 
fliall  be  h-  Id  a.  public  enemy  to  the  province,  and  a 
betrayer  of  the  liberties  of  the  people  thereof. 

V.  That  . 
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V.  That  all  courts  {hall  be  open,  and  juftice  iliall 
neither  be  fold,  denied,  nor  delayed. 

VI.  That  in  all  courts,  allperfons  of  all  perfuafions 
may  freely  appear  in  their  own  wav,  and  according  to 
their  own  manner,  and  there  perfonally  plead  their 
own  caufe  tfacmfelves  ; or  if  unable,  by  their  friend  : 
And  the  firft  procefsflrall  be  the  exhibition  of  the  com- 
plaint in  court,  fourteen  days  before  the  trial ; and 
tli at  the  party  complained  againft  may  be  fitted  for 
the  fame,  he  or  flic  flia.ll  be  fummened,  no  lefs  titan 
ten  days  before,  and  a copy  of  the  complaint  deliver- 
ed him.  or  her,  at  his  or  her  dwelling-houfe.  Cut  be- 
fore the  complaint  of  any  psrfon  be  received,  he  fliall 
folemnly  declare  in  court,  that  he  believes,  in  his  con- 
fidence, his  caufe  is  juft. 

VII.  That  all  pleadings,  procefles,  and  records  in 
court  fliall  be  fhort,  aqd  in  F.nglifli,  and  in  an  ordi- 
nary and  plain  character,  that  they  may  be  underftood, 
and  juftice  fpeedily  adminiftered. 

VIII.  That  all  trials  fliall  be  by  twelve  men,  and  as 
near  as  may  be,  peers  or  equals,  and  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  men  without  juft  exception  ; in  cafes  of 
life  there  fliall  be  firft  twenty-four  returned  by  the 
flierifTs  for  a grand  inqueft,  of  whom  twelve  at  leal! 
fhali  find  the  complaint  to  be  true ; and  then  the 
twelve  men,  or  peers,  to  be  likewftc  returned  by  the 
fherifF,  fhali  have  the  final  judgment.  But  reafonable 
.challenges  fliall  be  always  admitted  againft  the  laid, 
.twelve  men,  or  any  of  them. 

IX.  That  all  fees  in  ail  cafes  fliall  be  moderate,  and 
fettled  by  the  provincial  council  and  general  ahcmbly, 
gnd  be  hung  up  in  a table  in  every  refpeftive  court ; 
and  whofoever  fliall  be  convifted  of  taking  more,  fliall 
pay  two-fold,  and  be  difmifled  his  employment,  one 
moiety  of  which  fliall  go  to  the  party  wronged. 

X.  That 
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X.  That  all  prjfons  (hall  be  work-houfes  for  felons, 
vagrants,  and  looie  and  idle  perfons ; whereof  one 
lliail  be  in  every  county. 

• XT.  That  all  prifoners  (hall  be  bailable  by  fufficient 
fureties,  unlefs  for  capital  offences,  where  the  proof 
is  evident,  or  the  prefumprion  great. 

XII.  That  all  perfons  wrongfully  imprifoned  or  pro- 
fecutcd  at  law,  (hall  have  double  damages  again!!  the 
informer  or  profecutor. 

XIII.  That  all  prifons  flia.ll  be  free  as  to  fees,  food, 
and  lodging. 

XIV.  That  all  lands  and  goods  fliall  be  liable  to  pay 
debts,  except  where  there  is  legal  iflue,  and  then  ail 
the  goods,  and  one  third  of  the  land  only. 

XV.  That  all  wills  in  writing,  attefled  by  two  wit* 
nelfes,  flpill  be  of  the  fame  force,  as  to  lands,  as  other 
conveyances,  being  legally  proved  within  forty  days, 
either  within  or  without  the  faid  province. 

XVI.  That  feven  years  quiet  pofleffion  fliall  give  an 
pnqueftionable  right,  except  in  cafes  of  infants,  luna- 
tics, married  women,  or  perfons  beyond  the  leas. 

XVII.  That  all  briberies  and  extortions  whatfq- 
ever,  ilia.ll  be  feverely  puniihed, 

XVIII.  That  all  fines  fliall  be  moderate,  and  faving. 
men’s  contentments,  merchandize  or  wainage. 

XIX.  That  all  marriages  (not  forbidden  by  the  law 
of  God,  as  to  ncarnefs  of  blood,  and  affinity  by  mar- 
riage) lhall  be  encouraged,  but  the  parents  or  guar- 
dians fliall  be  fil  l!  confultcd,  and  the  marriage  fliall  be 
publiflied  before  it  be  folemnizcd » and  it  lhall  be  fo- 
lemni/.ed  by  taking  one  another  as  hulband  and  wife, 
before  credible  witnefles,  and  a certificate  of  the 
whole,  under  the  hands  of  parties  and  witnefles,  fliall 
be  brought  to  the  proper  regifter  of  that  county,  and 
lhall  be  regiftered  in  his  office. 
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XX.  And  to  prevent  frauds  and  vexatious  fuits 
within  the  faid  province,  that  all  charters,  gifts,  grants, 
and  conveyances  of  lands,  (except  leafes  for  a year 
or  under)  and  all  bills,  bonds,  and  fpecialties  above 
five  pounds,  and  not  under  three  months,  made  in  the 
faid  province,  ffiall  be  enrolled  or  regiftered  in  the  pub- 
lic enrollment-office  of  the  faid  province,  within  the 
fpace  of  two  months  next  after  the  making  thereof, 
elfe  to  be  void  in  law.  And  all  deedi,  grants,  and 
conveyances  of  land  (except  as  aforefaid)  within  the 
faid  province,  and  made  out  of  the  faid  province,  (hall 
be  enrolled  or  'registered  as  aforefaid,  within  fix 
months  next  after  the  making  thereof,  and  fettling  and 
conftituting  an  enrolment-office  or  regiftry  within  the 
faid  province,  elfe  to  be  void  in  law,  agajnfl:  all  perfons 
whatfoever. 

XXI.  That  all  defacers  or  corrupters  of  charters, 
gifts,  grants,  bonds,  bills,  wills,  contrafts,  and  convey- 
ances, or  that  ffiall  deface  or  falfify  any  enrolment, 
fegiilry  or  record  within  the  faid  province,  ffiall  make 
double  fatisfa&ion  for  the  fame  ; half  whereof  ffiall  go 
to  the  party  wronged,  and  they  ffiall  be  dilmifl'ed  of 
all  places  of  truft,  and  be  publicly  difgraced  as  falfe 
men. 

XXII.  That  there  ffiall  be  a register  for  births, 
marriages,  burials,  wills,  and  {letters  of  adminiftration, 
diftinft  from  the  other  regiftry, 

XXIII.  That  there  Hull  be  a regifter  for  all  fer- 
vants,  where  their  names,  time,  wages,  and  days  of 
payment  ffiall  be  regiftered, 

XXIV.  Th  it  all  lands  and  goods  offelons  ffiall  be  liable 
to  make  fatisfaftion  to  the  party  wrronged  twice  the  va- . 
lue ; and  for  want  of  lands  or  goods,  the  felons  ffiall 
be  bondmen  to  work  in  the  common  prifon  or  work, 
houfe,  or  otherwife,  till  the  party  be  fatisfied. 

xxv. 
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XXV.  That  the  eftates  of  capital  offenders,  as  trai- 
tors and  murderers,  fhall  go  one  third  to  the  next  of 
kin  to  the  fuflerer,  and  the  remainder  to  the  next  of 
kin  to  the  criminal. 

XXVI.  That  all  vfitnefles,  coming  or  called  to  tef- 
tify  their  knowledge  in  or  to  any  matter  or  thing  in  any 
court,  or  before  any  lawful  authority  within  the  faid 
province,  fliall  there  give  or  deliver  in  their  evidence 
or  teffimony,by  folemniy  promifing  to  fpeak  the  truth, 
the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  to  the 
matter  or  thing  in  queftion.  And  in  cafe  any  perfoii, 
fo  called  to  evidence,  fliall  be  convifted  of  wilful  falfe- 
hood,  fuch  perfon  fliall  fuffer  and  undergo  fuch  da- 
mage or  penalty,  as  the  perfon  or  perfons  againfl 
whom  he  or  flie  bore  falfe  witnefs,  did  or  fhould  un- 
dergo ; and  fliall  alfo  make  fatisfaftion  to  the  party 
wronged,  and  be  publicly  expofed  as  a falfe  witnefs, 
never  to  be  credited  in  any  court,  or  before  any  ma-> 
giftrate  in  the  faid  province. 

XXVII.  And  to  the  end  that  all  officers  cliofen  to 
ferve  within  this  province,  may  with  more  care  and 
diligence  anfwer  the  truft  repofed  in  them,  it  is  a- 
greed,  that  no  fuch  perfon  fliall  enjoy  more  than  one 
public  office  at  one  time, 

XXVIII.  That  all  children  within  this  province,  of 
the  age  of  twelve  years,  fliall  be  taught  fome  ufeful 
trade  or  Ikill,  to  the  end  none  may  be  idle,  but  the 
poor  may  work  to  live,  and  the  rich,  if  they  become 
poor,  may  not  want. 

XXIX.  That  fervants  be  not  kept  longer  than 
their  time,  and  fuch  as  are  careful,  be  both  jufllv  and 
kindly  ufed  in  their  fervice,  and  put  in  fitting  equipage 
at  the  expiration  thereof,  according  to  cuffom. 

XXXi  That  all  fcandalous  and  malicious  reporters, 
backbiters,  defamers,  and  fpreaders  of  falfe  news, 
whether  againfl  magiflrates  or  private  perfons,  fliall 

be 


Digitized  by  Google 


A. D if7i.  THE  WAR  IN  AMERICA.  363 

be  accordingly  feverely  punilhed,  as  enemies  to  the 
1 peace  and  concord  of  this  province. 

XXXI.  That  for  the  encouragement  of  the  planters 
and  traders  in  this  province,  who  are  incorporated  in- 
to a fociety,  the  patent  granted  to  them  by  William 
Penh,  governor  of  the  faid  province,  is  hereby  ratified 
and  confirmed. 

XXXII.  — — — — — — 


XXXIII.  That  all  faftors  or  correfpondents  in  the 
faid  province,  wronging  their  employers,  Ihall  make 
fatisfafHon  aud  one  third  over,  to  their  faid  employ- 
ers : And  in  cafe  of  the  death  of  any  fuch  faftor  or 
correfpondent,  the  committee  of  trade  Ihall  take  care 
to  fecure  fo  much  of  the  deceafed  party’s  edatc,  as 
belongs  to  his  faid  refpettive  employers. 

XXXIV.  That  all  treaiurers,  judges,  mailers  of  the 
rolls,  IherifFs,  jultices  of  the  peace,  and  other  officers 
and  perfons  whatfoever,  relating  to  courts  or  trials  of 
caufes,  or  any  other  fervice  in  the  government  ; and 
all  members  elected  to  ferve  in  provincial  council  and 
general  affembly,  and  all  that  have  a right  to  ele£t  fuch'" 
members,  Ihall  be  fuch  as  profefs  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  that  are  not  convicted  of  ill  fame,  or  unfober  and 
dilhonelt  converfiuion,  and  that  are  of  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  at  lead;  and  that  all  fuch  io  qualified,  Ihall  be 
capable  of  the  faid  feveral  employments  and  privileges 
as  aforefaid. 

XXXV.  That  all  perfons  living  in  this  provincej 
Who  profefs  and  acknowledge  the  one  Almighty  and 
eternal  God,  to  be  the  Creator,  Upholder,  and  Ruler 
of  the  world ; and  that  hold  themfelves  obliged  in 
confcicnce  to  live  peaceably  and  judly  in  civil  fociety, 
Ihall  in  no  Ways  be  molefted  or  prejudiced  for  their  re- 
ligious 
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Jigious  pcrfuafion  or  prattice  in  matters  of  faith  and 
worfhip,  nor  fhall  they  be  compelled  at  any  time  to 
frequent  or  maintain  any  religious  worfhip,  place  or 
miniflry  whatever. 

XXXVI.  That  according  to  the  good  example  of 
the  primitive  Chriflians,  and  the  cafe  of  the  creation 
every JirJl  day  of  the  week,  called  the  Lord’s  day, 
people  fhall  abftain  from  their  common  daily  labour, 
that  they  may  the  better  difpofe  thcmfelves  to  worlhip 
God  according  to  their  underftandings. 

XXXVII.  That  as  a carclefs  and  corrupt  adminiftra- 
tion  ofjuflice  draws  the  wrath  of  God  upon  magi- 
ftrates,  fo  the  wildnefs  and  loofenefs  of  the  people 
provokes  the  indignation  of  God  againfl  av country  : 
Therefore,  That  all  offences  againfl  God,  as  fwearing, 
curfing,  lying,  prophane  talking,  drunkennefs,  drink- 
ing of  healths,  obfcene  words,  inceft,  fodomy,  rapes, 
whoredom,  fornication,  and  other  uncleannefs,  (not  to 
be  repeated)  all  treafons,  mifprifions,  murders,  duels, 
felony,  fedition,  maims,  forcible  entries,  and  other 
violences,  to  the  perfons  andeftates  of  the  inhabitants 
within  this  province  ; all  prizes,  ftage-plays,  cards, 
dice,  May-games,  gamefters,  mafques,  revels,  bull- 
baitings,  cock-fightings,  bear-baitings,  and  the  like, 
which  excite  the  people  to  rudenefs,  cruelty,  loofe- 
nefs, and  irreligion,  fhall  be  refpeftively  difcouraged, 
and  feverely  puniflied,  according  to  the  appointment 
of  the  governor  and  freemen  in  provincial  council  and 
general  alfembly  ; as  alfo  all  proceedings  contrary  to 
thefe  laws,  that  are  not  here  exprefly  made  penal. 

XXXVIII.  That  a copy  of  thefe  laws  fhall  be  hung 
up  in  t.he  provincial  council,  and  in  public  courts  of 
juftice  : And  that  they  fhall  be  read  yearly  at  the  open- 
ing of  every  provincial  council  and  general  affembly, 
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and  court  of  juftice  ; and  their  affent  {hall  be  teftified 
by  their  {landing  up  after  the  reading  thereof. 

XXXIX.  That  there  {hall  be  at  no  time  any  altera- 
tion of  any  of  thefe  latvs,  without  the  confent  of  the 
governor,  his  heirs  or  affigns,  and  fix  parts  of  feven 
of  the  freemen,  met  in  provincial  council  and  general 
aflembly. 

XL.  That  all  other  matters  and  things  not  herein 
provided  for,  which  {hall  and  may  concern  the  public 
juftice,  peace  or  fafety  of  the  laid  province  ; and  the 
rafting  and  impofing  taxes,  cuftoms,  duties,  or  other 
charges  whatfoever,  Ihall  be,  and  are  hereby  referred 
to  the  order,  prudence  and  determination  of  the  go- 
vernor and  freemen  in  provincial  council  and  gene- 
ral aflembly,  to  be  held  from  time  to  time  in  the  faid 
province. 

Signed  and  fealed  by  the  governor  and  freemen 
aforefaid,  the  fifth  day  of  the  third  month,  called 
May,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty-two. 

The  boundaries  granted  by  the  charter  of  King 
Charles  to  William  Penn  and  heirs,  are  all  that  trail 
or  part  of  land  in  America,  with  the  iflands  therein 
contained,  ias  the  fame  is  bounded  on  the  eaft  by 
the  river  Delaware,  from  twelve  miles  diftance  north- 
wards of  Newcaftle  town,  unto  the  three  and  fortieth 
degree  of  northern  latitude,  but  if  the  river  {hall  not  ex- 
tend fo  far  northward,  than  by  the  faid  river,  fo  far  as 
it  doth  extend,  and  from  the  head  of  the  faid  river,  the 
eaftern  bounds,  are  to  be  determined  by  the  meridian 
line  to  be  drawn  from  the  head  of  the  (aid  river, unto  the 
forty-third  degree.  The  faid  land  to  extend  weftward 
five  degrees  in  longitude,  to  be  computed  from  the 
faid  eaftern  bounds,  and  the  faid  lands  to  be  bounded 
on  the  north  by  the  beginning  of  the  three  and  forti- 
eth 
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eth  degree  of  northern  latitude,  and  on  the  fouth  by 
a circle  drawn  at  twelve  miles  diftance  from  Newcaftle, 
northward  and  weftward,  unto  the  beginning  of  the 
fortieth  degree  of  northern  latitude,  and  then  by  a 
ftrait  line  weftward,  to  the  limits  above  mentioned. 

It  appears  fomewhat  ftrange,  in  conftdering  this  as 
well  as  the  other  charters,  how  any  fovereign  or  par- 
liament in  Europe  could  pretend  to  parcel  out  the 
lands  of  other  people,  by  charters  and  patents,  to  their 
own  fubjefts,  without  firft  purchaflng  them  of  the 
original  proprietors,  or  alking  their  confent.  Wih 
Jiam  Penn  feems  to  have  been  fenfible  of  this  abfurdity 
when  he  received  his  charter,  becaufe  he  firft  pur- 
chafed  the  lands  of  the  natives  before  he  claimed  any 
right  of  poffeftion.  Had  Penn  confidered  his  charter 
as  giving  an  undoubted  title  to  thepofleflion  of  Pennfyl- 
vania,  he  had  no  occafion  to  carry  a price  in  his  hands 
to  the  natives  to  pay  them  for  a right  of  pofleflion. 
His  paying  a final]  price  to  the  Indians,  though  it  had 
the  appearance  of  juftice,didnot  come  up  to  that  mea- 
fure  of  reftitude  which  the  fpirit  of  equity  requires. 
It  gave  Mr  Penn  the  character  of  an  honeft  man  with- 
out  being  deferving  of  it;  for  he  ought  firft  to  have  made; 
liis  purchafe  from  thofe  who  had  the  lands  to  dipofe* 
and  then  as  a fubjeft  of  Great  Britain  folicited  a 
charter  of  proteflion  for  fuch  confiderations  as  he 
could  have  agreed  for  with  the  government.  By 
receiving  a charter  bvfore-hand,  he  undoubtedly  fup- 
pofed  that  the  king  was  engaged  to  make  good  thd 
contents  of  his  patent ; and  if  the  natives  had  fold  the 
pofteflion  to  fome  other  perfons  belonging  to  fomd 
other  power  before  the  arrival  of  Penn,  it  would  have 
probably  been  the  occafion  of  war  and  defolation  in 
the  country.  It  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  the  na- 
tives had  a right  to  difpofc  of  their  poffeftions  to  thofe 
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who  would  give  them  molt ; and  fuppofe  they  had  fold 
them  to  the  French  or  any  other  nation,  it  would 
have  been  no  juft  reafonfor  the  government  of  Britain 
to  have  infilled  to  make  good  their  promife  to  Mr 
Penn,  or  any  other  patentee. — But  in  cafes  of  this 
kind,  juftice  and  equity  are  feldom  ilri&ly  purfued. 

Maryland  is  a proprietory  colony,  granted  to  Lord 
Baltimore,  his  heirs  and  fuccefl'ors,  laving  the  allegi- 
ance of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  fovereign  dominion 
of  the  country.  It  is  held  by  the  fame  tenure  as  the 
caflleof  Windfor  in  the  county  of  Berks,  in  free  focage,, 
by  fealty  only.  The  proprietor  has  power  to  make 
laws  by  the  advice,  and  with  the  confent  of  the  free- 
men and  their  deputies,  and  power  to  execute  the  faid 
laws,  provided  that  they  are  agreeable  to  reafon,  and 
not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England.  The  proprie- 
tor has  the  power  of  life  and  limb,  freeholds,  goods 
and  chattels,  without  an  alfembly  of  the  freemen;  to 
make  free  all  fettlers  in  the  faid  province,  both  for 
the  prefent  and  to  come ; to  grant  the  faid  fettlers  a 
liberty  to  trade,  and  to  confer  honours  upon  the  in- 
habitants, with  proper  titles.  In  a word,  this  propri- 
etor has  almoft  the  power  of  a fovereign,  and  in  one 
fenfe  he  is  fuperior  to  the  king ; for  it  is  granted 
that  no  taxes  lhall  be  impofed  by  the  kings  of  Eng- 
land upon  the  inhabitants  of  t^iis  province.  Maryland 
was  at  firll  fettled  with  about  aco  Roman  Catholics, 
mod  of  them  of  good  families ; but  the  proprietor, 
with  great  wifdom,  introduced  a general  toleration, 
for  Chriitians  of  all  perfuafions,  a meafure  which  tend- 
ed much  to  the  flourilhing  Hate  of  the  colony.  This 
colony,  as  well  as  Pennfylvania,  for  a long  time,  had 
the  honour  of  being  unftained  with  the  difgrace  of  re- 
ligious perfecution ; and,  as  well  as  the  other,  free 
fiom  the  calamities  of  war,  offeulive  or  defeniive,  with 
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their  neighbours  the  Indians,  with  whom  they  lived 
in  the  moll  exemplary  harmony,  It  happened  once, 
through  miftake,  in  a war  with  the  Indians,  carried 
on  againft  Virginia,  that  they  made  an  inqurfion  into  • 
the  territories  of  Maryland,  but  were  foon  fenfible  of 
their  miftake.  The  laft  wars  changed  matters  greatly, 
and  the  Indians,  through  the  falfe  infmuations  of  the 
French,  were  inftru&ed  to  laugh  at  their  anciont  al- 
liances. The  people  of  Maryland  are  of  the  fame 
eftablifhed  religion  as  thofe  in  Virginia,  that  is  of  the 
church  of  England;  but  the  clergy  here  are  provided 
for  in  a much  more  liberal  manner.  The  principal 
bufinefs  of  the  people  of  Maryland,  before  the  prefent 
war,  was  like  thofe  of  Virginia,  to  cultivate  tobacco, 
and  the  planters  live  in  farms,  fcattered  up  and  down 
the  country,  and  have  their  goods  carried  from  them, 
when  ready,  by  fhips  which  come  to  Chefajseak  bay, 
and  the  navigable  rivers  which  run  into  it.  The 
tobacco  of  this  country  is  called  Oroonoko,  which  is 
accounted  ftronger  than  that  of  Virginia,  and  is  great- 
ly demanded  in  the  eaftern  and  northern  parts  of 
Europe,  where  it  is  even  preferred  to  the  fweet-fcent- 
ed  tobacco  of  James  and  York  rivers  in  Virginia. 
About  40,000  hoglheads  has  been  ihipped  in  one 
year.  In  this  colony,  in  the  time  of  the  lail  war,  there 
were  fuppofed  to  be  40,000  white  inhabitants,  and 
60,000  negroes.  The  profits  arifing  from  this  colony 
and  Virginia,  to  Great  Britain  were  immenfe,  and  the 
government  received  great  revenues  therefrom.  The 
provinces  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  are  fuppofed,  in 
tobacco  only,  to  have  exported  in  1763,  tp  the  an- 
nual value  of  768,000k  into  Britain,  This,  at  81. 
per  hoglhead,  makes  the  number  of  hogflieads  amount 
to  96,000.  Ofthefe  it  is  computed  that  above  13,500 
Iiogflieads  are  confumed  in  Britain,  the  duty  on  which, 
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at  26L  1 4.  •'per  hoglhead,  comes  to  35 1 ,675 1.  the  xex 
mm’ning  82,590  hoglheads  are  exported  by  ourmer-' 
chants  to  the  other  countries  of  Europe,  and  their 
value  returned  to  Britain.  The  value  of' this  trade 
appearsirom  the  very  recital  jtherof. — And  it  may  be 
added,  that  this'fmgle  brtntc-h  : employs  33©  fail  hf 
Slips,  and  3960  feamen.  TJih  trade  not  anjy-  on-  , 
creafed  pur  - wealth,  but  braced  the  fitiews  Of  Our 
ftrength,  and  ought  to  have  been  carefully  nourished, 
for  the  good  and  advantage  of  the  mother-country, 
ssiwell  as  shat  of  the  ColonlOst"’7 -v  ir^tn  • 
Carolina  is  a c4lonywhk'ha**aS‘  granted  to  fomeEng- 
iifh  noblemen  in  1-6.63 • Thefe-Were  Edward  Earl  of 
Clarendon,  then  -Lord  High  Chancellor  of  -England  ? 
George  Duke  of  Albemarle;  William  Lord  Craven  ; 
-John  Lord  ‘Berkley;  Anthony  Lord  Afhley;  Sir 
Georg^Carteret ; Sir  -William  Barkely  ; and  Sir  John 
Colliton;  who,  according  to  the  ftile  of  the  charter-, 
being  excited  with  a laudable  and  pious  zeal  for  the 
propagation  of  the  gofpel,  begged  a certain  country 
in  the  parts  of  America  mot  yet  cultivated  and  plant- 
fed,  andonly  inhabited  by  barbarous  people,  who  had 
no  knowledge  of God.  Wherefore,  the  king  granted 
them  all  that  territory  io  llis  dominions  in  America, 
•from  the  north  end  of  the  ifland  called  Lukeffland, 
which  lies  in  the  fo.uthefn  -Virginian  fen,  and  .within 
thirty-fix  degrees  of  north -latitude  *'  and  to  the  weft, 
as  far  as  the  fouth  fca ; and  fdfoutherly  as  the  fiver 
Idatheo,  which  borders  otf&c  coaft  of  Florida, 'and  (s 
within  thirty-one  degrees  oPhPrrh  latitude and  fo 
weft  in  a direft  line,,  as  Jaf^s'^he  fouth  fea,  aforefaicl. 
This  patent  was  accompanied  Tvith  the  ufual  invefti- 
tures  of  filheries,  mines,  power  of  fife  andslimb,  arid 
other  requisites  for  territofialproperty.  The  ftate  of 
- England  at  this  time  happened  to  be  exceeding  favour- 
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able  for  a fettlement  of  this  fort.  The  diffenters  had 
undergone  fome  fevere  hardfhips,  epifcopacy  wamow 
reflored,  and  many  fober  and  well  meaning  Englifh- 
men  were  far  from  being  fatisfied  with  the  deligns  of 
the  court.  Some  of  the  proprietaries  themfelves  were 
at  bed  but  very  moderate  favourers  of  the  aft  of  uni- 
formity ; and  they  very  wifely  obtained  a claufe  of 
toleration  in  their  charter,  by  which  the  king  granted 
the  proprietaries  full  and  free  lifcence,  liberty,  and 
authority,  by  fuch  legal  ways  and  means  as  they  fhould 
think  proper  to  give  unto  fuch  perfon  and  perfons,  in- 
habiting and  being  within  the  faid  province,  or  any 
part  thereof,  who  really  in  their  judgments,  and  for 
confcience  fake,  cannot  conform  to  the  liturgy,  form 
and  ceremonies  of  the  church  of  England,  and  take) 
and  fubfcribe  the  oaths  and  articles,  made  and  eftab- 
lilhed  in  that  behalf,  or  any  of  them,  fuch  indigence* 
and  difpenfations  in  that  behalf,  for,  and  during  fuch 
time  and  times,  and  with  fuch  limitations  and  reftric- 
tions  as  they  fhall  think  fit. 

The  original  conflitutions,  of  which  there  were 
an  hundred  and  twenty,  proceeded  upon  the  fame  plan 
of  toleration,  and  are  thought  to  be  fuggefted  by  Lord 
Afhley,  afterwards  Earl  of  Shaftfbury,  and  penned  by 
the  great  Mr  Locke,  an  intimate  friend  of  that  noble- 
man. By  feveral  of  thefe  fundamental  articles  and 
conflitutions  it  is  provided*,  “ That  fince  the  natives 
of  that  place,  who  will  be  concerned  in  our  planta- 
tions, are  utterly  flrangcrs  to  Chrillianity,  whofe  ido- 
latry, ignorance,  or  miftake,  give  us  no  right  to  expel 
or  ufe  them  ill ; and  that  thofe  who  remove  from  other 
parts  to  plant  there,  will  unavoidably  be  of  different 
, opinions  concerning  matters  of  religion,  the  liberty 
whereof  they  will  expeft  to  hare  allowed  them ; and 
7 that 
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that  it  will  not  be  reafonable  for  us  on  that  account, 
to  keep  them  out. — Therefore,  thaf  fure  peace  may 
be  maintained,  araidft  the  diverfity  of  opinions,  and 
our  agreement  and  compatt  with  all  men  may  be  duly 
and  faithfully  obferved,  the  violation  whereof,  upon 
whatever  pretence,  cannot  be  without  great  offence 
to  Almighty  God,  and  fcandal  to  the  true  religion 
which  we  profefs;  and  alfo  that  Jews,  heathens,  and 
other  diffenters  from  the  purity  of  the  Chriflian  re- 
ligion, may  not  be  feared  and  kept  at  a diftance  from 
it ; but  by  having  an  opportunity  of  acquainting  them- 
felves  with  the  truth  and  reafonablenefs  of  its  do&rines, 
and  the  peaceablenefs  and  inoffenlivenefs  of  its  profel- 
fors,  may,  by  good  ufage  and  perfuafion,  and  all  thofe 
convincing  methods  of  gentlenefs  and  meeknefs,  fuit- 
able  to  the  rules  and  defigns  of  the  gofpel,  be  won 
over  to  embrace,  and  unfeignedly  receive  the  truth. 
Therefore,  the  faid  confiitution's  are  provided  for  their 
liberty  ; but  declared,  that  no  perfon  above  feventcen 
years  of  age,  fliould  have  any  benefit  or  prote&ion  of 
law,  which  is  not  a member  of  fome  church  profeffion, 
having  his  name  recorded  in  fome  one  religious 
regifter.”  Thefe  articles,  which  were  figned  by  the 
proprietaries,  are  declared  by  the  lafl  article,  to  be 
the  facred  and  unalterable  form  and  rule  of  govern- 
ment in  Carolina  for  ever.  So  far  did  the  religious 
conflitution  of  this  colony  proceed. 

As  to  the  articles  concerning  the  civil  government 
of  the  colony,  -the  firfl  provides,  that  a palatine  be 
chofen  out  of  the  proprietaries,  who  Hull  continue 
during  life,  and  be  fucceeded  by  the  eldefl  of  the  other 
proprietaries.  This  palatine  afted  as  a prefident  of  a 
court,  compofed  of  himfelf,  and  three  other  proprie- 
taries, and  who  were  veiled  with  the  execution  of  all 
the  powers  of  the  charter  j and  it  is  called  the  pahi- 
* • tine's 
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tint’s  court.  Each  member  had  a power  6f  ndtttf- 
nating  a deputy,  who  aCted  for  him  in  Carolina,  but 
according  to  his  directions.  The  fundamental  conftt- 
turiofts  require  that  thefe  fhoutd  fee  three  great  *■  he- 
reditary landholders  in  every  county,  one  called  the 
landgra've,  and  the  other  called  by  the  Indian  name 
CaciqueS.  Their  great  afiembly,  or  whip  has  been 
called  their  parliament,  Was  to  confift  of  the  governor, 
the  proprietaries  and  their  deputies,  and  the  com- 
mons ; in  imitation  of  the  king,  lords,  and  commons  of 
Great  Britain.  The  commoners  Wert  to  be  elective, 
like  thofe  in  England,  by  the  freeholders  of  every 
county  ; and  this  afTcmbly  was  to  fit  in  one  houffe,  once 
in  every  two  years,  and  oftener,  if  need  required  ; 
and  the  votes  of  the  members  Were  to  be  of  equal 
weight.  This  government  appears  to  have  been  to’o 
unweildy,  and  fcarcely  practicable  for  an  infant  colony 
to  obferve.  It  was  overcharged  with  fa  many  courts 
and  forms,  in  one  body  politic,  that  the  execution  ap- 
pears to  have  been  impracticable.  It  was  upon  the 
whole  a fort  of  faeudal  government,  with  fome  few 
exceptions.  One  thing  in  which  it  approached  vefy 
neat  to  the  fomdal  fyftemwas,  thatthe  inhabitants  from 
fixteen  to  fixty  years  cf  age,  if  called  upon  by  the 
fovereign  power  there,  which  was  the  great  council, 
were  obliged  to  take  the  field  with  proper  arms. 
Every  planter,  if  he  did  not  buy  it  off,  was  alfo  to  pay 
annually  to  his  proprietary,  one  penny  an  acre  of  quit 
rent ; and  each  county  had  one  IherifF,  andfour  julticCs 
of  the  peace. 

The  fettling  this  colony  coll  the  proprietaries  at  firft 
' large  films  of  money  ; 44,000!.  were  expended  in 
tranfporting  inhabitants  and  cattle  thither,  and  it  was 
long  before  the  proprietaries  received  any  return  from 
their  eftates.  All  tree  perfons  who  catnc  over  tvere 
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t6  have  fifty  acres  of  latld  for  themfelves  ; fifty  foe 
each  man  femnt,  and  as  many  for  each  woman  fer- 
Tatit  that  was  marriageable ; and  every  fervant  after  his 
or  her  fervitude  was  expired,  was  deemed  to  be  free, 
and  to  have  fifty  acres,  paying  the  quit  rent  of  one 
penny  an  acre.  But  the  proprietaries  were  careful 
where  any  of  the  colonifts  bought  their  quit  rents,  to 
Except  the  mines  and  minerals,  and  quarries  of  pre- 
cious ftones.  In  the  year  1670,  Colonel  William  Sayfe 
was  appointed  governor  of  Carolina  by  the  proprie- 
taries. At  this  time,  the  lands  about  Albemarle  and 
Port-Royal  Rivers,  as  being  moft  convenient  for  p-ade, 
were  moft;  frequented;  but  experience  foon  taught 
the  colonifts,  that  pafturage  and  tillage  were  neceffary 
for  their  eftablifhment,  fo  that  Afhley  and  Cooper 
fivers  drew  hitherto  fuch  numbers,  that  that  neigh- 
bourhood foon  became  the  heft;  inhabited  part  of  the 
country.  In  1661,  Captain  Halffead  arrived  with  a 
fupply  ofprovifions  of  all  kinds  from  the  proprietaries 
in  England,  who  created  James  Carteret,  Sir  John 
Yeoman,  and  John  Locke,  Efq  ; landgraves  and 
caciques.  At  this  time  alfo  fome  deviations  were  made 
from  the  original  conftitutions.  It  was  difeovered  that 
the  number  of  landgraves  and  caciques,  required  by 
■the  original  conftitution,  were  not  to  he  found,  and 
therefore  a governor  was  named  by  the  palatine.  The. 
council  was  to  confift  of  feven  deputies  of  proprie- 
taries, as  many  chofen  by  the  aftembly,  or  as  it  was 
called,  the  parliament,  and  as  many  of  the  landgraves 
and  caciques.  To  thofe  were  added  all  of  them  nomi- 
nated by  the  proprietaries  ; an  admiral,  a chamber- 
lain,  chancellor,  chief  juftice,  fecretary,  furveyor,  rrea- 
furer,  high  ftewaftjj  high  conftable,  regifter  of  births 
and  burials  and  marriages,  regifter  of  writings,  and 
piarlhal  of  the  admiralty.  The4kjuoram  of  the  coun- 
cil 
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<il  was  to  confifl  ,of  the  governor  and  fix  of  the  mem- 
bers, three  of  whom  were  to  be  proprietary  deputies  ; 
and  an  afTembly  was  compofed  of  the  governor,  the 
deputies  of  the  proprietaries,  ten  members  to  be 
chofen  by  the  freeholders  pf  Berkley  county,  and  tea 
by  thofe  of  Colliton  county ; this  number  was  to  be 
encreafed  according  to  the  encreafe  of  the  colony. 

The  firft  palatine  of  this  colony  was  the  Duke  of 
Albemarle,  who  was  fucceeded  by  the  Earl  of  Craven, 
in  1671.  At  this  time  the  proprietaries  had  conceived 
very  fanguine  hopes  of  their  colony;  for  they  ordered 
Captain  Halftead  to  fail  up  Afhley  river  to  make  dis- 
coveries ; and  the  model  of  a very  magnificent  town 
was  fent  over  with  him,  to  be  built  as  the  metropolis 
of  the  province.  At  this  time  the  majority  of  the  colo- 
nifts  were  diflenters ; but  the  promifing  appearance  of 
the  colony  invited  over  to  it  many  of  the  old  cavilier 
character,  and  others,  whofe  irregular  and  libertine 
conduft  and  behaviour  gave  great  fcandal  to  the 
original  planters,  which  in  time  produced  a fchifm, 
or  rather  a civil  war  in  the  colony.  Sir  John 
Yeoman  fucceeded  Colonel  Sayle  as  governor  ; but 
the  diforders  of  the  colony  encreafed  fo  much,  that 
the  Indians  were  abufed,  and  though  at  that  time 
very  numerous  in  Carolina,  were  provoked  to  a war, 
in  which  much  blood  was  died,  and  many  lives  loft  on 
both  fides.  Thefe  imprudent  proceedings  would  have 
proved  fatal  to  the  colony,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
wifdom  and  prudence  of  the  proprietaries ; for  their 
party,  and  that  of  the  planters  beftdes,  having  the 
natives  on  their  fides,  came  often  to  blows ; and  one 
of  the  name  of  Culpepper  was  fent  over  prifoner  to 
England,  where  he  was  tried  for  high,  treafon  in 
Weftminfter  hall,  for  j;aifing  a rebellion  ip,  Carolina, 
Jiut  acquitted.  The£  unruly  proceedings  plainly  fhew 
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that  nothing  contributes  more  to  the  peace  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  a people  than  the  practical  principles  of  pure 
and  undefiled  liberty.  The  tory  principles  of  cava- 
liers, which  always  will  incline  their  votaries  to  aim 
at  dominion,  will  ever  be  inimical  to  the  peace  and 
tranquility  of  fociety;  whereas,  juft  ideas  of  liberty 
make  men  grant  as  much  liberty  to  others  as  they 
take  to  themfelvcs,  and  by  that  means  they  are  not 
ready  to  quarrel  and  fall  out . 

To  put  a period  to  thefe  diforders,  or  at  lead  to 
provide  fome  remedy,  the  proprietaries  choie  a Col. 
Weft  to  be  their  governor,  and  from  his  character  and 
behaviour  he  appears  to  have  been  a man  of  wifdom, 
fagacity,  and  courage.  He  found  great  licentioufhefs 
prevailing  in  the  colony  when  he  came  to  the  govern- 
ment, parties  rifen  to  a great  height,  and  the  Indian 
war  not  extinguilhed.  This  new  governor,  by  taking 
the  popular  fide,  in  a great  meafure  cured  the  public 
divifions  fo  much,  that  the  parties  united  in  repelling 
the  Weftoes,  an  Indian  nation  who  were  very  trouble- 
some to  the  inhabitants.  In  1682  he  held  a parliament 
at  Charleftown,  where  feveral  good  laws  pafTed ; and 
particularly  an  aft  for  highways,  for  fuppreffing 
drunk ennefs  and  profane  fwearing,  for  obfervation 
of  the  Lord’s  day,  and  for  fettling  the  militia. 
Thofe,  and  fome  other  popular  afts  were  difpleafing 
to  the  proprietaries  ; and  Weft,  in  1683,  was  re- 
moved from  his  government,  and  was  fucceeded  by 
Jofeph  Moreton,  Efq. 

The  wifdom  of  the  proprietaries  did  not  appear  in 
this  change  of  a governor,  nor  inthe  commiffion  which 
they  fent  10  appoint  and  determine  differences  be- 
tween the  Englifh  and  the  Indians  of  Carolina.  The 
commiffioners  that  were  appointed  for  the  purpofe 
above  mentioned  were,  Morice  Matthews,  William 
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Fuller,  Jonathan  Fits,  and  John  Boon,  Efqrs.  Thofe 
gentlemen  were  nccufed  of  unfair  practices  in  their 
decilions,  and  were  foon  diftolved.  Though  t-hore 
were  many  difeouraging  circumftances  attended -the 
eoiony  at  fhis  time,  yet  it  ftill  profpered  ; and  Charlef- 
town  was  built  and  fortified  in  a very  fine  and  inviting 
liquation,  upon  a*oek  between  Alhley  and  Cooper 
rivers.  Three  counties,  thofe  of  Berkley,  Graven^ 
and  Colliton,  were  laid  out  and  divided  into  fquares  of 
r 2000  acres, -proportioned  to  the  fharesheld  in  them 
by  rite  proprietaries,  landgraves,  and  caciques.  The 
eolonifts  at  this  time  carried  on  a trade  with  the  In- 
dians, which  the  proprietaries  did  not  at  all  approve 
of;  for  they  wanted  to  engrofs  this  trade  into  their 
own  hands,  which  rendered  their  authority  lefs  re  - 
fpectable  in  the  efteem  of  the  inhabitants.  To  anfvvcr 
their  feveral  purpofeS  they  frequently  changed  their 
governors,  with  little  advantage  to  thetnfelves,  and 
with  little  fatisfaflion  to  the  eolonifts*  Men  .who  re: 
tide  in  England,  .and  are  engaged  in  forming  .Utopian 
fehemes  of  weafth  and  riches,  are  ready  to  imagine* 
before  they  try  experiments,  that  there  is  .nothing  id 
(land  in  the  way  of  their  imaginations,  and  fann^heif 
fehemes  of  government,  accprding  to  what  tl>ey  wftlvtd 
happen,  rather  than  according  to  principles  pf  certain- 
ty or  real  probability.  Mr  Weft,  who  was  .again  rc- 
tlored  to  his  government,  did  not  long  continue  ; he 
became  popular  by  doing  good,  and  was  envieft  by  the 
proprietaries.  He  was  fucceed'ed  b.y  James  Cbllitorr; 
Efq;  a Bafbadoes  gentleman,  who  was  exceedingly 
unpopular.  He  and  his  friends  attempted  to  alterthe 
fundamental  conftitutions  of  the  colony,  and  to  fubfti- 
tute  other  articles  under  the  title  offending'  laws,  and 
temporary  laws.  This  proceeding  pleafed  none  of 
the  principal  parties  concerned,  but  was  difagreeable 
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to  both  the  proprietaries  and  the  planters;  fo  that  Mr 
Colliton  was  not  only  deprived  of  his  office,  but  driven 
out  of  the  colony.  Upon  the  expullion  of  Colliton, 
fome  of  the  raoft  confiderable  gentlemen  had  the' 
management  of  affairs,  till  a new  governor  was  ap- 
pointed. Four  governors  fucceeded  one  another  in  a 
Ihort  period ; the  lad  of  whom  fent  notice  to  the  pro- 
prietaries, that  unlefs  fome  of  themfelves,  or  one  in 
the  charaffer  of  proprietary,  came  among  them  with 
full  power  to  fettle  all  grievances,  matters  would  never 
be  put  to  rights.  Upon  this  the  Lord  Afhley,  eldeft 
fon  to  the  Earl  of  Shaftfbury,  was  chofen  by  the  pro- 
prietaries to  be  governor.  This  was  the  famous  author 
of  the  Charafteriftics,  a book*  though  condemned  by 
many  who  never  were  able  to  underftand  it,  contains 
fome  as  juft  and  good  reafonings  as  is  to  be  met  with 
in  moil:  modern  compofitions.  Lord  Affiley’s  confti- 
tution  not  being  fuited  to  fuch  aCtive  feenes  of  life,  he 
declined  accepting  of  the  government.  It  was  at  this 
time  conferred  upon  Mr  Archdale,  who  publiflted  an 
account  of  Carolina,  to  which  the  public  is  indebted 
for  the  principal  things  we  know  of  that  colony  at  that 
time. 

* Mr  Archdale  foon  found  that  he  had  more  to  do 
than  he  expe&ed,  and  that  he  had  a very  difficult  talk 
to  perform;  but  he  behaved  fo  well,  and  managed 
with  fo  much  prudence,  diferetien,  and  patience,  that 
the  affembly  voted  him  an  addrefs  of  thanks.  There 
was  at  this  time  a good  underftanding  between  the 
government  of  Spain,  and  that  of  Great  Britain;  but 
it  was  a common  practice  for  the  people  of  Jamaica  and 
Barbadoes  to  buy  Spanilh  Iudians  for  flaves,  who  had 
been  taken  prifoners  by  other  Indian  lavages.  The 
Tammafees  were  a nation  under  the  protection  of  the 
Engiiffi,  though  they  had  been  formerly  under  that  of 
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the  Spaniards.  They  had  taken  feme  prifoners  from 
an  Indian  belonging  to  Spain.  Mr  Archdale,  when  he 
heard  of  this,  immediately  ordered  the  king  of  the 
Tammafees  to  repair  to  Charledown  with  his  prifoners, 
which  he  did,  when  Archdale  commanded  him  to 
march  to  St.  Auguftine,  where  he  Was  to  prefent  them, 
with  a letter  to  the  Spaniih  governor.  All  which  the 
Indian  prince  mod  pundually  obeyed ; and  Mr  Arch- 
dale received  a very  polite  letter  from  the  governor 
in  return.  This  ad  of  judicc  was  the  beginning  of 
mutual  good  offices  between  the  two  nations  ; for  the 
Spaniards  foon  after  made  the  like  return  to  the  Eng- 
liili  governor  of  Carolina. 

The  Earl  of  Bath  came  at  lad  to  be  palatine,  who 
was  an  enthufiadic  zealot  for  the  church  of  England ; 
his  great  ambition  was  to  edablilh  that  wordiip  in 
Carolina,  excluftve  of  all  others ; the  fame  dodrine 
being  inforced  in  England  by  the  bill  againd  occafional 
conformity.  One  Moor  was  at  this  time  governor,  a 
man  tradable  to  the  views  of  the  palatine.  His 
charader  in  the  hidory  of  that  time  is  far  from  being 
amiable  ; he  was  podeded  of  a perfecutiug  fpirit, 
which  will,  on  all  occafions,  tarn i lit  a man’s  charader, 
even  fuppofe  it  had  no  other  blots  upon  it.  Though 
it  never  happens  that  a man  truly  good  will  ever per- 
fecute  others  for  confcience  fake.  Moor  feems  to  have 
been  a man  void  of  all  principle,  as  his  after  behavi- 
our tedified  ; for  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  war 
with  Spain,  he  carried  on  a Have  trade,  which  dif- 
graced  both  the  proprietaries  and  himfelf.  He  fold 
the  Spaniih  Indians  to  the  Britidt  iflands,  at  a lower 
price  than  they  could  purfhafe  African  Haves,  and  by 
that  means  made  a confiderable  advantage  to  himfelf. 
But  his  violence  and  injudice  had  almod  proved  the 
ruin  of  the  colony. 
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Moor  was  fucceeded  by  Johnfon,  a man  of  the 
fame  principles  and  temper,  and  carried  on  matters 
with  great  violence ; under  his  government  a bill  was 
brought  in  to  exclude  all  perfons  from  being  chofe 
members  of  the  commons  houfe,  who  did  not  conform 
to  the  religious  worfhip  of  the  church  of  England. 

This  was  expyefsly  contrary  to  the  conllitutions  of 
the  colony.  By  this  law  all  diffenters  were  difquali- 
fied,  though  legally  elefted,  from  fitting  in  the  affem- 
bly,  and  the  candidate  who  had  the  greateff  number 
of  votes,  after  the  difqualified  diffenter  was  fet  afide, 
was  admitted.  The  dilfenters  were  now  fadly  har- 
rafled,  by  a fet  of  tyrannical  managers,  and  left  with- 
out all  redrefs,  and  many  foolilh  and  opprefiive  things 
were  done,  inconfufent  with  the  fpirit  of  all  good 
government.  Such  was  the  madnefs  of  the  Tories  in 
that  colony,  that  they  proceeded  from  one  thing  to 
another  till  they  broke  their  charter,  and  were  obliged, 
to  furrender  it  into  the  hands  of  the  queen  in  1701;. 
It  is  fomewhat  ftrange,  that  in  all  governments  where 
a tyranny  is  carried  on,  they  work  its  diffolution  in 
the  end;  and  where  liberty  is  fupported,  that  the 
weakefl  governments  encreafe,  and  at  lafl  flouriih. 
From  the  many  examples  of  this,  in  the  hillory  of 
ipankind,  one  would  think  that  fovereigns  and  rulers 
would  learn  to  fupport  liberty  for  their  own  fake,  and 
that  of  their  fucccfl'ors,  becaufc  they  have  fo  many 
inftances  of  the  falls  of  empires  and  governments,  when 
once  they  begin  to  introduce  opprelfion.  One  thing 
which  the  oppreffion  of  the  palatine,  and  governors 
produced  was,  a riling  of  the  Indians,  whom  they 
proceeded  to  opprefs  as  well  as  the  colouiils.  The 
power  of  the  proprietaries  was  now  funk  to  nothin:?, 
and  fo  weak  was  their  adminiitration,  that  the  colonifrs 
in  Carolina  were  obliged  to  apply  to  the  crown  to 
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rake  them  under  its  p-rotetftion ; which  the  government 
of  England  pretended  implied  a refumption  of  their 
charter.  The  proprietaries  found  that  they  were  not 
able  to  carry  on  a war  againft  the  Indians  upon  their 
own  bottom,  they  therefore  refolved  to  furrender  their 
charter,  which  they  accordingly  did,  to  a number  of 
perfons  in  truft  for  the  crown.  • 

It  is  plain  that  the  arbitrary  principles  of  the  pro- 
prietaries and  their  managers,  almoft  ruined  the  colony, 
and  loft  them  their  charter.  There  is  fomething  of  in- 
fatuation, for  the  moft  part,  that  attends  people  that 
grafp  at  unreafonable  dominion,  for  they  never  can  tell 
when  they  have  enough,  and  ftretch  their  power  fo 
far  that  they  over-reach  themfelves.  The  defire  of 
dominion  over  others  is  fweet  to  the  moft  part  of  man- 
kind, but  there  is  nothing  in  nature  more  unreafonable, 
nor  any  thing  that  argues  more  a weaknefs  of  under- 
ftanding  than  the  defire  thereof.  In  proceeding  through 
the  hiltory  of  the  fmaljeft  colonies,  we  may  fee 
their  ruin  infeperably  connected  with  arbitrary 
government ; and  that  whenever  the  ideas  of  liberty 
are  loft,  profperity  ends,  and  confufion  begins.  It  is 
of  no  fignification  whether  a few  or  many  exercife 
tyranny,  the  effects  will  be  the  fame,  and  will  always 
follow  their  caufe.  Civil  and  religious  liberty  are 
effential  to  all  good  government  ; for  there  is  in  fatt 
no  government  without  them ; they  are  the  fprings 
of  both  rational  rule  and  obedience.  Without 
thefe  two  fprings,  all  forms  of  government  will  be 
tyrannical,  and  all  profeftions  of  obedience,  hypocrify 
and  diffimulation.  Unlefsmen  fuppofe  themfelves  free, 
they  will  never  obey  from  the  heart,  and  legiflators 
have  but  a poor  hold  of  mankind,  when  they  rule 
them  only  by  principles  of  fear.  This  may  reftrain 
fume  from  affs  of  violence,  but  it  will  nqve^  ftimulate 
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men  to  great  and  noble  a&ions.  There  is  not  a great 
action  recorded  in  the  whole  hiltory  of  fliyvery,  fince 
the  creation  of  the  world. 

Although  in  this  and  the  two  preceding  years,  very 
little  was  done  in  parliament  concerning  American 
affairs,  yet  the  progrefs  of  the  miniitry,  and  the  court 
party  iu  parliament,  became  more,  and  more  alarming 
to  the  friends  of  liberty  in  the  Britilh  empire.  The 
moll  facred  rights  of  private  property,  which  had  been 
fecured  by  royal  patent,  confirmed  by  the  famffion  of 
parliament,  were  now  confirmed  by  a junto  of  mini- 
jterial  puppets,  who  afted  at  the  nod  of  the  political 
commander  in  chief.  The  Eaft  India  company,  whom 
experience  had  convinced  of  the  infidelity  of  their  fer- 
vants  in  the  eaffern  parts  of  the  world,  had  determin- 
ed to  fend  out  fome  friends  wdiom  they  could  confide 
in, in  the  character  of  fupervifors,  to  reftify  paff  abufes, 
and  to  direft  the  affairs  of  the  companv  in  time  coming, 
till  things  were  put  in  fuch  order  as  the  intention  of 
their  infiitution  required. 

Though  the  company  had  been  taken  in  fome  mea- 
fure  into  the  hands  of  adminiftration,  and  their  affairs 
came  under  the  cognizance  of  parliament,  as  early  as 
the  year  1767,  yet  nothing  had  been  done  all  this 
time  towards  their  regulation  and  fcttlement,  exccnt 
the  reftri&ing  of  their  dividends,  refunding  their  afts 
and  the  obtaining  from  them,  without  any  vifible  e- 
quivalent,  immenfe  Aims  of  money,  which  were  far 
beyond  their  abilities.  No  order  was  taken  fuited  ro 
the  change  in  their  condition  and  circumftances,  for 
the  regulation  and  government  of  their  new  acquifi- 
tions ; nor  any  new  powers  lodged  in  their  hands  to 
counterbalance  the  vail  trufts  which  they  were  now 
under  a neceflity  of  repofing  in  their  fervants;  nor  ro 
yefirain  Qr  prevent  thofe  evils  which  ordinarily  attend 
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the  fudden  tranfition  from  the  direction  of  a counting- 
houfe,  to  the  government  of  an  extenfive  territory. 

Thefe  diforders  had  been  vifible  for  fome  time  part, 
and  if  government  had  merely  intended  the  welfare  of 
the  company,  they  would  have  applied  the  benevolent 
influence  of  their  power,  as  foon  as  they  perceived  the 
rife  and  progrefs  of  that  evil,  which  thay  now  confidcr- 
cd  to  be  fo  imminent,  and  of  fuch  a dangerous  nature. 
It  was  alledged  that  government  had  voluntarily  per- 
mitted thefe  diforders  to  go  on,  that  by  fullering  the 
company  to  render  themfelves  odious  and  ridiculous, 
through  the  mifconduct  of  their  fervants,  an  handle 
might  be  made  thereof,  to  fnew  its  incapacity  of  go- 
verning fuch  large  poffeffions,  and  to  prepare  the  na- 
tion for  the  changes  that  were  intended  to  fucceed. 
Whether  this  allegation  was  true  orfalfe,  it  is  certain 
that  the  bad  adminiftration  in  India,  with  all  its  confe- 
qucnces,  were  fullered  to  pafs  unnoticed  ; and  it  is 
mapifcft  in  the  tranfaftions  of  the  year  1772,  that 
though  the  affairs  of  the  company  were  aliuded  to, 
at  the  opening  of  the  feffions,  in  the  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  they  were, not withllanding,  fullered  to  lie  over 
till  near  the  clofe  thereof,  when  a bill  was  brought  in 
by  the  deputy-chairman,  for  enlarging  the  controul- 
ing  powers  of  the  company,  with  refpecl  to  their  fer- 
vants, in  the  eaftern  pajts  of  the  world.  This  bill 
however  came  to  nothing.  But  a member  in  the 
King’s  fervice,  not  indeed  connected  with  the  mjniftry, 
whether  with  or  wilhout  their  advice,  at  length  roufed 
their  attention  to  this  object.  This  gave  rife  to  a 
feleft  committee,  which  was  armed  with  full  powers 
for  all  purpofes  of  enquiry, concerning  the  officers  of 
the  company. 

The  whole  company  were  now  greatly  alarmed, 
not  only  dreaded  the  rigour  of  an  enquiry,  but 
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from  Lite  experience  were  too  fcnfible  of  the  ineffi- 
cacy of  charters  for  their  proteffion,  in  a diipute 
wherein  government  found  it  for  the  l'crvice  of  their 
purpofes  of  power,  to  fet  them  aiide.  In  a fenate,  where 
the  majority  are  under  the  influence  of  an  omnipotent 
miniftry,  no  former  rights  and  privileges  are  fafe  and 
fee  lire ; for  yes  or  no,  will,  in  fuch  an  aflembly,  fet 
aiide  the  very  conftitutional  rights  of  an  empire. 
Charters  granted  to  incorporated  bodies  of  people, 
confirmed  by  the  legiflature,  are  certainly  as  legal 
tenures  for  holding  rights  and  poflcflions,  as  any  deeds 
that  can  be  devifed,  and  cannot  be  juifly  infringed  by 
public  authority,  unlefs  the  poffelfors  are  guilty  of  fuch 
crimes,  as  legally  deprive  them  of  the  rights  of  other 
fubjefts.  But  when  it  is  admitted  to  be  a maxim  of 
government,  that  future  parliaments  may  reverfe  the 
conftitutional  deeds  of  former  legiflatures,  for  reafons 
of  ftate  or  conveniency,  there  are  no  rights  which  any 
fubjefts  can  poffefs,  but  what  are  merely  precarious 
and  uncertain. 

The  Eaft  India  company  forefaw  the  ftorm  that  was 
gathering  fall,  and  would,  unlefs  provided  againft,  at 
laft  burft  upon  their  heads.  They  therefore  endea- 
voured to  prevent  its  effects  by  the  beft  meafures  and 
methods  they  could  devife.  It  was  propofed,  during 
the  recefs  of  parliament,  to  fend  out  a new  comroiflion 
of  fupervifion,  with  full  powers  to  regulate  all  the 
company’s  affairs  abroad.  1 his  was  a fubjeft  that  took 
up  much  time,  it  being  not  lefs  difficult  to  agree  upon 
the  perfons  who  were  to  be  appointed  to  an  office  of 
fo  great  importance,  than  upon  the  extent  of  the 
powers  with  which  they  were  to  be  entrufted.  They 
at  laft  agreed  upon  fending  fix  gentlemen  for  the  pur- 
pofe  intended,  and  a genera!  officer  of  high  rank  and 
charafter,  who  had  commanded  with  great  honour  in 
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the  American  war.  All  thefe  confented  to  go  out  at 
the  head  of  the  fupervifton. — But  before  matters- 
could  be  fully  adjufted  and  brought  into  execution, 
the  meeting  of  parliament  put  an  end  to  the  defign. 
A feleft  committee,  as  well  as  a committee  of  fecrecy, 
was  appointed  for  examining  the  company’s  affairs, 
which  were  careful  to  expofe  them  in  fuch  a point  of 
view  as  greatly  expofed  both  the  company  and  its  fer- 
Tants,  and  excited  a general  indignation  againft  them. 
Thofe  enquiries  and  the  proceedings  of  parliament 
in  confequence  thereof,  wf  re,  upon  the  whole,  arbitrary 
and  illegal ; as  the  Eaft  India  company  was  reftrained 
from  the  management  and  direction  of  its  own  proper- 
ties, without  any  juft  reafon  afligned  for  applying  fuch 
an  incapacitating  authority.  What  appeared  exceed- 
ingly unreafonable  was,  that  though  the  miniftry  ac- 
knowledged that  the  company’s  affairs  were  in  a 
very  confufed  fttuation  in  Bengal,  yet  they  wanted  to 
reft  rain  them  from  fending  out  fupervifors  to  reflify 
thofe  errors  and  abufes,  which  were  fo  much  com- 
plained of.  This  was  confidered  as  an  high  degree 
of  oppyeffion,  and  viewed  in  the  light  of  a defign  to 
make  the  company  fubfervient  to  the  ends  of  go- 
vernment, to  all  intents  and  purpoles.  The  argu- 
ments that  were  ufed  on  this  occafion  in  parliament, 
will  fpeak  beft  for  themfelves,  and  they  ftiall  be  given 
nearly  in  the  fame  words  as  they  were  delivered. 

“ The  plea  of  diftrefs  was  examined,  and  aliedged 
to  be  only  temporary,  by  a deficiency  of  prefent  cafh  ; 
but  it  was  infilled,  that  in  point  of  folvency,  the  com- 
pany was  in  the  higheft  degree  of  credit.  That  the 
minifter  himfelf  had  admitted  this  fact.  That  the 
grofs  abufes  committed  in  India,  had  rendered  it  ne^ 
ceflary  to  appoint  a fet  of  gentlemen,  in  whom  the 
confidence  of  the  company,  whofe  intcreft  was  at 
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ftake,  was  placed  to  reform  thofe  abufes  and  regulate 
their  affairs ; by  whofe  interpofftion,  notwithftanding 
the  expence,  vaftfums  might  be,  and  probably  would 
be,  faved  to  the  company ; that  it  was  a new  fyftem  of 
conduct,  as  well  as  a new  mode  of  argument,  that  be- 
caufe  people  were  diffreffed,  they  fliould  not  be 
permitted  to  take  proper  meafures  to  retrieve  their  af- 
fairs ; that  this  was  a propofal  for  an  expojl  fa£lo  law, 
and  was  to  reftrain  the  company  from  doing  what  was 
already  legally  done ; thatthe  report  was  founded  upon 
a falfe  principle,  the  alledged  motive  being  to  preferve 
the  company  from  a farther  embaralfment  in  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  their  affairs*  by  their  mailing  into  at! 
extraordinary  expence  ; whereas  the  expences  of  the 
fupervifion,  were  to  be  paid,  and  paid  only,  out  of 
the  firings  which  it  might  be  produftive  of  in  India, 
and  could  have  no  poflible  effe&  on  their  prefent  dif- 
treffes  at  home.  That  the  company,  notwithffanding 
the  full  powers  with  which  they  were  legally  furniflied, 
for  the  management  of  their  internal  affairs,  and  the 
appointment  of  their  fervants  had  ftiewn  fo  great  an 
attention  and  deference  to  parliament,  that  though  the 
fupervifors  Were  appointed,  and  the  gentlemen  irt 
readinefs  to  depart,  they  had  already  fufpended  the 
commiflion,  only  upon  hearing  that  the  hotife  had  be- 
gun an  enquiry  into  their  affairs,  and  were  determin- 
ed it  fliould  not  take  place,  till  the  iffue  of  that  en- 
quiry. That  the  report  flrikes  at  the  very  charter 
and  conffitution  of  the  company  ; was  unprecedented, 
and  unparliamentary  5 and  it  was  hoped  would  be  difr 
miffed,  in  fuch  a manner  as  fhould  vindicate  the  honour 
of  the  houl'e,  and  prevent  fuch  attempts  for  the 
future. 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  arguments  the  miniftef  declared, 
that  no  hoffile  intentions  whatever,  were  conceived 
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againft  the  company  ; that  it  was  the  intention  of  par- 
liament, and  the  great  wifh  of  adminiflration,  to  render 
a great  and  glorious  company,  and  to  fettle  it  upon 
the  mod  permanent  foundation  ; but  that  they  were 
entering  into  a very  expenfive  commiffion,  at  a time, 
that  from  their  former  mifeonduft,  their  diflreffes  were 
fo  great,  as  to  put  them  under  the  neceffity  of  apply- 
ing to  the  public  for  a loan  of  money,  and  that  they 
owed  confiderablc  arrears  to  government ; that  it  was 
undoubtedly  the  duty  of  parliament  to  preferve  them 
from  ruin  ; that  the  committee  which  had  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  houfe  to  infpeft  the  affairs  of  the  com- 
pany, have  judged  it  expedient  that  a reflraint  fhould 
be  laid  upon  them  in  refpeft  to  that  meafure,  and  that 
as  no  reflraint  could  poffibly  be  laid  but  by  aft  of  par- 
liament, it  was  neceffary  to  bring  in  a bill  for  thatpur- 
pofe.  Doubts  were  alfo  raifed  in  the  debate  (though 
no  more  than  doubts)  whether  the  company  could 
legally  ifTue  fuch  a commiffion.  If  they  could,  it  was 
afferted,  that  the  company  could  not  give  their  cora- 
miffioners  proper  and  effeftual  authority  without  the 
aid  of  parliament ; nor  were  they,  under  whofe  go- 
vernment all  thofe  abufes  had  arifen,  in  the  leafl  equal 
to  the  correftion  of  them. 

In  order  to  elude  the  prefent  temper,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  eflabliflimcnt  of  a precedent  fo  fatal  to  their 
rights,  two  gentlemen  who  were  direftors  of  the  India 
company,  and  then  in  their  places  as  members,  offered 
to  pledge  themfelves  to  the  houfe,  that  the  fufpenfion 
ffiould  not  be  taken  off,  nor  the  fupervifors  fuffered 
to  depart,  until  fuch  a progrefs  was  made  in  the  pre- 
fent enquiry,  as  ffiouid  afford  full  fatisfaftion,  both 
•with  refpeft  to  the  flate  of  their  affairs,  and  the  pro- 
priety of  the  meafure. 
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This  propofal  was  rejefted.  It  was  laid,  that  though 
the  company  might  for  the  prefent  have  refolvedto 
fufpend  the  departure  of  the  fupervifors,  nothing  but 
an  aft  of  parliament  could  make  that  refolution  effec- 
tual ; that  they  might  refcind  on  one  day,  their  own 
refolutions  or  meafures  of  the  preceding  ; that  the 
opinion  or  promifes  of  the  whole  court  ofdireftors, 
could  afford  no  fecurity  in  this  refpeft,  as  the  direc- 
tion was  inferior  to  the  general  courts,  where  their 
afts  were  liable  to  be  over-ruled  by  the  proprietors  ; 
and  that  an  advantage  might  be  taken  during  the 
Chriftmas  recefs,  of  fending  the  fupervifors  far  out  of 
the  reach  of  parliament.  That  this  bill  was  no  inva- 
fion  of  any  charter,  it  was  only  an  aft  to  prevent  a 
poffible  evil ; to  prevent  the  company  from  crowning 
all  their  former  extravagance,  by  entering  into  an'un- 
necefiary  and  ruinous  expence,  when  they  were  juft 
upon  the  brink  of  bankruptcy. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  whole  meafure,  as  well  as 
the  unconftitutional  nature  of  the  committee  from 
which  it  originated,  were  condemned  in  the  mod  fe- 
vere  and  pointed  terms.  It  was  faid  to  be  neither 
more  nor  lefs,  than  a bill  to  fufpend  the  laws  of  the 
land  ; that  it  was  fubverfive  of  rights,  W'hich  the  com- 
pany not  only  ^enjoyed  by  charter,  but  had  purchafed 
from  the  public,  for  high  agd  valuable  confiderations. 
That  it  difgraced  the  dignity  of  parliament,  by  a wan- 
ton exertion  of  authority,  without  a motive;  that  too 
many  complaints  were  already  loudly  and  publicly 
made,  that  every  minifterial  job  was  adopted  as  foon 
as  propofed,  without  regard  to  reafon,  argument,  or 
confequences,  whereby  the  refpeft,  and  confidence,  fp 
effential  to  the  nature  of  parliament,  were  funk  to  a 
degree  that  could  fcarcely  be  paralleled  in  the  worft 
pf  times.  That  adminiftratiou  had  found  out  an  ad- 
mirable 
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admirable  method  of  rendering  the  company  great 
and  glorious  ; they  began,  by  plundering  them,  under 
the  name  of  an  agreement,  of  above  two  millions,  and 
now  put  the  laft  hand  to  the  work,  by  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  diftrefs  principally  caufed  by  that  plunder, 
to  deprive  them  of  their  charter,  and  overthrow  their 
conftitution ; firfl:  they  tempt  and  terrify  them  into  a 
ruinous  extravagance  of  grants  and  dividends,  and 
then  as  a puniflimcnt,  deprive  them  of  whatever  this 
extravagance  had  left.  That  indeed  the  minifter  was 
lavifli  in  his  declarations  of  his  friendly  intentions  to- 
wards the  company  ; and  thefe  declarations  muff  be 
confidered  as  a full  compenfation  for  every  thing  they_ 
buffered.  It  was  farther  faid,  that  this  bill  muff  be 
produ&ive  of  the  molt  fatal  conferences  with  refpeft 
to  other  funds,  and  put  an  end  to  all  confidence  in 
the  public  faith  ; and  it  was  alkcd  with  great  bitter- 
nefs,  what  fecurity  there  could  be  in  a country,  where 
jhe  royal  charters,  repeatedly  ratified  and  confirmed 
by  afts  of  parliament,  could  give  no  permanent  efta- 
blifliment  to  property.  That  the  argument  of  expence 
was  a mere  pretext  to  cover  worfe  defigns.  That  it 
was  admitted  fome  fort  of  fupervifion  was  neceffary  ; 
and  the  obje&ion  of  expence  was  equally  applicable 
to  any  fort  of  fupervifion.  As  to  the  want  of  powers, 
it  was  faid,  that  if  there  was  any  defefr  of  that  fort  in 
the  company’s  charter,  they  might  be  given  with  equal 
effect  to  the  commifiioners  who  were  legally  appointed, 
and  without  any  violation  of  the  Tights  or  charter  of 
the  company. 

To  thefe  and  many  other  ftrhftures,  the  diltreffes 
and  extravagance  of  the  company,  the  neceffity  of 
obferving  the  ftri&eft  ceconomy  in  their  affairs,  to- 
gether with  a due  regard  for  their  welfare,  which  was 
fo  intimately  conne&ed  with  that  of  the  flate,  and  a 


Digitized  by  Google 


t 


A,  D.  1773.  THE  WAR  IN  AMERICA.  3*1 

juft  attention  to  the  fecurity  of  their  creditors,~wcre 
deemed  in  general  fufficient  anfwers  ; it  was  alfo  in, 
lifted  on,  that  this  meafure  was  no  invafion  of  their 
rights  ; and  that  if  it  had,  the  legiflature  had  an  un- 
.queftioned  rigllt  to  interfere,  to  prevent  their  running 
headlong  to  ruin.  Upon  a divifion,  the  queltion  was, 
carried  by  a great  majority,  being  fupported  by  114 
votes,  againit  43  only,  who  oppofed  the  bringing  in 
of  the  bill. 

In  the  farther  progrefs  of  this  bill,  a petition,  couch** 
ed  in  the  ftrosgeft  terms,  was  prcfented  againft  it  by 
the  India  company  ; and  feveral  of  their  fcrvants,  con- 
iiftinp  of  the  examiner  of  the  records,  the  auditor  of 
Indian  accounts,  the  accountant-general,  and  the 
fupermtendaut  of  the  cuftom-houfe  accounts,  were 
examined,  by  the  company’s  defire,  at  the  bar  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  in  order  as  well  to  Ihew  a true 
ftate  of  their  affairs,  as  the  mifconduft  and  difobedience 
pf  their  fcrvants  abroad,  and  the  confeauent  necciHry 
of  the  fupervifion.  In  the  courfe  of  thefe  examina- 
tions it  appeared,  that  the  exorbitances  and  oppreffions 
ftill  continued  to  be  committed  by  the  company’s  fer- 
vants  in  India.  Through  their  own  imprudence,  in 
diking  needlefs  or  improper  queftions,  a full  fliare  of 
thofe  charges,  were  brought  dire&ly  home,  to  fome 
pfthofe  gentlemen  who  were  then  fitting  in  the  houfe. 

Itappeared,  that  fince  the  year  1 7C5,  the  company’s 
expences  had  increafcd,  from  700,00c !.  to  the  enor- 
mous fum  of  1,700,0001.  annually.  It  alfo  appeared, 
that  government  had  received  by  the  nett  duties,  the 
indemnity  upon  tea,  and  the  Populated  400,000!.  littla 
lefs  than  two  millions  anrudly  from  the  company. 
That  the  latter  had  loft  by  the  indemnity  agreement, 
from  its firft  commencement,  at  ieaft  one  million;  of 
which  700,000!.  went  to  government,  and  the  remain, 
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der  to  the  purchafers.  It  was  alfo  {hewn,  that  govern- 
ment had  profited,  extraordinarily,  by  the  company, 
within  the  laft  five  years,  to  the  vaft  amount  of 

3.395.000 1.  viz.  by  the  produce  of  the  annual  ftipula- 
ted  fum,  2,200,000 1.  and  by  the  increafe  of  the 
revenue,  compared  on  a medium  with  the  five  pre- 
ceding years,  1,195,0001.  That  the  whole  of  the 
company’s  receipts  of  dividend  during  the  fame 
period,  fcarcely  amounted  to  900,0001.  more  than 
ijjx  per  cent  upon  its  capital,  which  was  the  loweft 
trading  dividend  that  had  ever  been  made  during  the 
moll  expenfive  and  dangerous  war.  It  appeared,  upon 
the  whole,  that  the  companys,  mercantile  profits  du- 
ring the  above  period,  amounted  on  an  average,  to 

464.0001.  annually  which  would  have  afforded  a 
dividend  of  twelve  and  a half  per  cent ; fo  that  while 
government  profited  to  the  great  amount  we  have  men- 
tioned, the  company  and  proprietary,  inftead  of  bene- 
fiting a fingle  {hilling,  loft  conliderably  of  the  dividend, 
which  the  profits  on  their  trade,  only,  would  have 
afforded.  Thence  they  argued,  that  far  from  being 
delinquents,  their  merits  with  the  public  were  un- 
paralleled by  any  example.  That  the  abufes  com- 
mitted by  their  fervants,  were  fuch  as  they  could  not 
prevent,  becaufe  they  could  not  forefee ; that  when 
they  were  known,  they  endeavoured  by  reiterated 
prders  from  home  to  correft  them ; that  they  had 
prepared  various  commiffions  for  that  purpofe  ; one 
under  Lord  Clive  ; a fecond,  which  had  been  unfor- 
tunately  loft;  and  a third,  which  contrary  to  their 
rights,  wras  now  propofed  to  be  refcinded.  They  con- 
tended, that  parliament  could  not  take  this  ftep,  as  be- 
ing contrary  to  public  faith.  The  matters  of  fa<ft  in 
the  petition,  were  ftated  by  the  evidence  with  clear- 
pefs  and  precifion.  I hgve  been  the  more  particu- 
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lar  in  this  detail,  as  it  will  undoubtedly  excite  the  ad-1 
miration  of  future  ages,  to  confider  the  power  and 
opulence,  which  had  been  once  in  the  poiTeffion  of  a 
company  of  Englifh  merchants. 

A fecond  report  had  been  made  during  this  time 
by  the  fecret  committee,  which  contained  a long 
ftatement  of  the  company’s  affairs ; of  their  debts, 
credits  and  effe&s,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  It  was 
objefted  that  this  piece  was  fo  over-loaded  with  figures 
and  accounts,  and  fo  full  of  intricacies,  that  it  could 
afford  but  little  information,  (except  what  was  taken 
for  granted  from  the  grofs  fums)  within  the  narrow 
time  that  fuch  information  could  be  ueceffary,  with 
refpeft  to  the  prefent  bill.  This  ftate  of  their  affairs, 
was  confidered  by  the  company  and  its  friends,  as  a 
very  unfavourable,  if  not  unfair  reprefentation  of 
them  ; and  drew  many  ftri&ures  upon  the  committee, 
the  darknefs  of  its  proceedings,  and  the  doubtful  in- 
formation that  could  be  obtained  through  fuch  a me- 
dium. It  was  again  lamented,  that  a fair  and  open 
enquiry  had  not  been  carried  on,  according  to  the 
happy  genius  and  {pirit  of  the  Englilh  conftitution,  by 
which  every  gentleman  would  have  had  an  opportuni- 
ty of  founding  his  opinion  upon  matters  as  they  ap- 
peared to  himlelf,  and  of  requiring  fuch  explanations 
as  he  thought  neceffary ; that  the  time  unavoidably 
fpent  in  fuch  an  mveftigation,  would  afford  leifure  for 
cool  deliberation,  and  for  digefting,  in  fome  degree, 
the  feveral  parts  of  fuch  complicated  matter ; where- 
by random  opinions  and  hafty  reports,  framed  in  a 
hurry,  and  without  a poffibility  of  feeing  all  the  fides 
pf  the  fubjeft,  would  be  precluded  ; and  at  the  fame 
time,  the  parties  concerned  would  have  an  equitable 
opportunity  of  attending  to  their  refpeftive  interefts, 
clearing  up  doubtful  points,  re&ifying  miftakes,  and 
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the  fatisfa&ioa  of.  knowing  the  ground  upon  which 
mcafures  were  to  be  founded,  in  whofe  confcquer.ces 
they  were  fo  deeply  affefted.  > 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  urged,  that  the  commit-, 
tec  had' acquitted  it  feif  of.  its  trull  with  the  moll  dif- 
tinguilhed  fidelity,  and  difpatched  and  had  gone 
through  fo  complicated  a bufinefs  in  left  time  than 
could  be  expeaed ; which  could  not  have  been  done, 
if  tlte  committee  had  been  open,  and  fubjea  to  debate 
on  the  feveral  articles.  That  it  is  no  wonder,  that 
matters  of  account  in  fuch  a bufinefs  fitould  appear  to 
produce  different  conclusions,  according  to  the  differ- 
ent manner  of  viewing  and  dating  them.  But  tinleft 
direft  falfification  were  proved,  the  houfe  fnuft  ne- 
ceffarily  abide  by  the  flatement  of  thofe  whom  they 
had  chofcn  for  the  purpofe. 

Upon  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  counfel  Was 
heard  in  behalf  of  the  company,  after  which  great  de- 
bates arofe.  It  was  advanced  by  the  oppofers  of  the 
bill,  that  as  the  company’s  legal  right  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  ail  its  own  fervants,  and  to  the  entire  manage- 
ment and  regulation  of  its  internal  affairs,  had  been 
fo  clearly  proved  as  not  to  admit  ofaqueftion,  and  ' 
that  the  rapacity,  mifeonducr,  and  difobedience,  of  the 
fervants  in  the  prefidencies  aboard,  was  fo  notorious 
as  to  be  allowed  on  all  hands,  no  reafonabie  objection 
could  not  lie  to  the  exercife  of  that  right,  when  iiS 
expediency,  and  even  ncccffity,  were  fo  evident ; and  1 
that  as  every  delay,  in  the  prefent  circumftances,  mull 
be  ruinous  in  the  highell  degree  to  the  company,  and 
proportionally  prejudicial  to  rhe  nation  ; it  was  to  be 
hoped,  that  no  further  oppofition  would  be  made  to 
the  carrying  of  the  connniifion  of  fupervifion  into  im- 
mediate execution,  and  that  the  prefent  bill  would  bo 
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feje&ed,  as  founded  upon  falfe  principles,  and  of  an 
unconflitutional  and  dangerous  tendency. 

To  this  it  was  anfwered,  that  the  evidence  given  at 
the  bar,  and  the  arguments  oppofed  by  the-,  counfel 
againft  the  bill,  contained  the  ftrongeft  reafons  that 
could  poffibly  have  been  brought  to  fliow  the  urgent 
neceffity  of  its  being  paffed.  That  they  fully  demon- 
llrated  the  evils  in  India  to  be  of  fuch  a magnitude, 
that  nothing  lefs  than  the  legiflature  could  reform 
them ; that  no  powers  could  be  granted  to  the  luper- 
vilion  competent  to  the  remedy  of  fuch  enormities ; 
that  the  commiiHon  was  befides  faulty  in  its  principles, 
as  the  governors  and  councils  in  the  refpe&ive  prefi- 
dencies  in  India,  were  joined  in  power  by  it,  with 
the  fupervifors  who  were  intended  to  be  fent  from 
England  ; that  as  the  number  of  the  former,  was  per- 
manent, they  mull  foon  by  death  or  ficknefs  become 
a majority;  that  by  this  means,  the  capital  offenders, 
who  were  the  authors  of  all  the  evils  complained  of, 
would  become  the  judges  of  their  own  crimes,  and 
the  redreflers  of  their  own  oppreffions ; Was  it  then 
by  men,  who  had  long  rioted,  with  the  molt  unrelent- 
ing cruelty,  in  the  diltreffes  of  their  miferable  fellow- 
creatures,  that  juftice  was  to  be  reftored  to  her  proper 
courfe,  and  the  mifehiefs  which  their  iniquities  caufed 
were  to  be  removed  ? 

That  the  legiflature  had  a fupreme  controuling 
power,  to  which  all  mull,  and  ought  to  fubmit ; that 
this  power  could  nptfer.be  applied  'with  greater  pro- 
priety or  benefit,  ,than  in  the  prefent  iuflance,  when 
the  welfare  and  fecurity  of  many  millions,- aud  the  pre- 
fervation  of  great  countries  and  revenues  depended 
Upon  its  exertion-  That  laws,  as  well  as  Charter's, 
muff  fubmit  to  a change  of  times  and  fcafons,  and  muff 
Ik  altered,  modelled,  or  repealed,  as  circumftances 
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and  the  nature  of  things  require ; that  it  could 
never  have  been  intended  at  the  time  of  granting 
the  company’s  charters,  to  give  them  a power  of 
legiflation  over  great  countries,  in  which  it  was  not 
poffible  to  be  fuppofed  they  ever  could  have  any  other 
footing,  than  a permiffion  to  trade  as  inmates  and 
ftrangers.  That  India  affairs  were  now  under  the 
confideration  of  parliament,  and  while  matters  were 
in  this  fufpence,  it  would  be  abfurd  to  allow  the  com- 
pany to  proceed  on  their  own  bottom,  and  to  foatch 
the  bufinefs  out  of  their  hands  : either  there  was,  or 
there  was  not,  occafion  for  the  interpofition  of  par- 
liament ; if  there  was,  how  could  the  company  pre- 
tend to  aft  independent  of  them,  after  they  had  ap- 
plied for  relief  to  the  minifter  ? If  there  was  not,  why 
did  they  apply  ? 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  obferved,  that  parliamenta- 
ry interpofition  had  hitherto  been  attended  with  very 
little  advantage  to  the  company.  That  the  laft  par- 
liament had  undertaken  in  the  year  1767,  the  regula- 
tion of  their  affairs,  and  after  fpending  the  greater 
part  of  the  felfion  upon  that  bufinefs,  the  refult  was, 
the  extortion  of  a vail  fum  of  money  from  the  company 
without  an  equivalent,  and  the  leaving  their  affairs  to 
fhift  for  themfelves,  without  the  fmalleft  regulation  ; 
that  their  affairs  had  fince  continued  open  to  parlia- 
ment, without  any  thing  being  done,  but  the  making 
or  renewing  of  bargains  for  the  benefit  of  government, 
without  the  finalleft  attention  to  that  of  the  company  ; 
that  a feleft  committee  had  been  appointed  in  the  pre- 
ceding felfion,  which  had  continued  its  fittings  through- 
out the  llimmer,  and  it  was  not  pretended  that  the 
company  had  reaped  any  advantages  from  them  ; and 
that  a feqret  committee  had  newly  ftarted  up,  the 
benefits  of  which  were  yet  to  be  difco.vered,  as  nothing 
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but  complaints  had  hitherto  attended  its  proceedings. 
That  if  the  company  was  not  armed  with  fufficient 
powers,  for  the  punifliment  of  its  fervants,  and  the 
regulations  of  its  government  in  India,  the  fault  lay 
wholly  in  adminiftration,  as  a bill  had  been  brought 
in  for  thatpurpofe  in  the  preceding  feffion,  which  was 
laid  by,  under  pretence  of  waiting  for  the  difcoveries 
that  were  to  be  made  by  the  feleCt  committee. 

That  the  evils  apprehended,  from  the  extraordinary 
powers  of  the  fupertifion  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  offenders  in  India,  were  merely  imaginary  j— — - 
the  company  had  well  forefcen,  and  effectually  pro- 
vided againft  thofe  evils,  in  the  body  of  the  com- 
niiffion;  no  aCt  of  the  fupervifion  can  be  valid,  with- 
out the  prefence  of  three  of  the  commiffioners ; the 
firft  of  thefe  is  to  have  the  calling  voice,  and  they  are 
to  be  affifted  by  the  governor,  the  commander  ill 
chief,  and  fecond  in  council  only  as  inferior  affeffors ; 
and  the  fupervifors  have  power,  if  they  fee  caufe,  to 
difmifs  the  governor  and  the  whole  council,  and  have 
a power  of  controul  in  all  cafes. 

That  if  the  particular  interefts  of  the  company 
wer£  confidered  as  matters  of  indifference,  the  great 
revenues,  and  immenfe  benefits  it  afforded  to  the  pub- 
lic, were  not  to  be  wantonly  fported  with  ; that  as 
ihe  reftraint  in  the  bill  was  laid  for  fix  months,  and 
the  feafon  of  the  year  would  of  neceflity  continue 
it  for  fix  more,  twelve  whole  months,  in  the  prefent 
critical  ftate  of  their  affairs,  would  be  totally  loft  to 
the  company,  before  any  intended  regulation,  whether 
by  parliament,  or  otherwife,  could  poffibly  take 
place  ; that  this  delay  might  be  productive  of  the  molt 
mifchievous  effcCts  to  the  company,  as  the  grievances 
and  evils  which  they  wanted  to  remedy  or  prevent, 
would  have  the  accumulation  of  all  that  time  added  to 
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their  prefent  amount  ; and  as  the  defign  of  regulation, 
•would  be  fo  lotig  known  before-hand  to  the  offendersj 
they  would  ufe  fuch  induftry  in  their  feveral  depart- 
ments, that  there  would  not  be  much  left  for  redrefs, 
by  the  time  that  it  could  take  place. 

But  the  great  force  of  the  arguments  on  this  fide, 
was  principally  directed  to  the  prefent  pnufual  and 
extraordinary  ftretch  of  parliamentary  authority;  it 
was  acknowledged  that  a fupreme  undefined  power 
was  ultimately  lodged  in  the  legiflature  ; but  it  was  in- 
filled, that  fuch  an  exertion  of  it  could  only  be  jufti- 
fied  by  the  moll  urgent  neceifity  ; and  that  as  no  fuch 
neceffity  now  exifted,  it  was  a wanton  violation  of 
public  faith,  law,  and  conftitution,  without  an  equi- 
table motive.  That  it  was  the  invafion  of  a right 
which  parliament  had  not  granted  but  fold ; a right 
for  which  the  faith  of  the  nation  was  pledged,  and 
which  could  not  be  taken  away  without  an  aft  of 
forfeiture  in  the  company  ; nor  even  in  that  cafe,  with- 
out due  compenfation.  That  this  violent  and  danger- 
ous exertion  of  power,  rauft  not  only  deflroy  the  credit 
of  the  Eall  India  company,  but  alfo  affeft  the  bank, 
the  Soutli-fea,  and  all  other  public  companies,  none  of 
which  could  have  any  other  fecurities  than  thofe  which 
are  now  violated  ; that  whenever  a war  took  place, 
the  ellefts  of  this  unjuft  and  pernicious  meafure,  upon 
the  national  credit  in  general,  would  be  too  late,  and 
too  fatally  experienced  ; apd  that  it  was  not  lefs  dan- 
gerous in  its  principle,  nor  mifchievous  in  its  prece- 
dent to.  the  city  of  London,  and  all  the  other  corpo- 
rated  bodies  in  the  Britifli  empire. 

A particular  charge  was  alfo  made  upon  adminiftra- 
tion  with  regard  to  their  motives  for  this  fufpenlion. 
It  was  faid  that,they  had  arbitrarily  and  capricioully 
fufpended  the  legal  courfe  of  bufinefs  in  the  court  of 
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proprietors,  and  forced  this  matter  into  parliament* 
only  tp  gratify  a priyate  refentment ; that  the  com- 
pany had  been  officioufly  informed  by  their  chairman, 
and  deputy-chairman,  (the  only,  medium  through 
which  they  could  have  any  communication  with  govern- 
ment) that  the  meafures  relative  to  the  fupervifion 
were  approved  of  by  adminiftration;  but  that  as  foon 
as  it  was  found,  that  the  company  did  not  chufe  to  in- 
truft  their  affairs  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who  were 
nominated  for  that  purpofe  by  the  minifters,  they  im- 
mediately fet  their  face  againft  the  whole  meafure,  and 
now  had  the  fortune  to  find  the  houfe  fo  compliant  as  ' 
to  adopt  their  refentments. 

It  was  obfervable,  that  many  of  thofe,  who  either 
in  themfelves  or  their  families,  were  under  great  ob- 
ligations to  the  company,  and  particularly  fuch  as  had 
obtained  vaft  fortunes  in  her  fervice,  nowjoined  ad- 
minrftration  in  this  bill.  The  effe&s  of  the  party  dis- 
putes with  refpeft  to  the  appointment  of  fupervifors, 
were  alfo  very  vifible  on  this  occafion.  Though  the 
queftion  was  debated  warmly  and  ably  by  the  oppofi- 
tion,  fuch  was  the  force  of  the  general  odium  in  which 
the  company  flood,  and  fuch  the  wcaknefs  arifing  from 
jts  internal  diffentions,  that  the  numbers  againft  the 
bill  Were  very  trifling.  Befides,  many  of  the  oppoff- 
fion  had  not  then  come  to  town.  Upon  a divi  fi  on  late 
jit  night,  and  not  a very  thin  houfe,  the  bill  was  car- 
ried by  a majority  of  more  than  five  to  one,  the  num- 
bers being  153,  to  28  only. 

The  reftraining  bill  was  prefented  the  next  daytq 
the  houfe  of  Lords,  and  it  being  fo  near  the  holidays, 
was  carried  through  with  the  greateft  difpatch.  It 
did  not,  however,  pafs  without  oppofition  ; though, 
as  in  the  other  houfe  the  opponents  were  few.  A 
poble  duke,  who  had  long  been  diftinguiflied  in  op- 
pofition ^ 
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pofition,  and  who  of  late  had  applied  himfelf  with 
uncommon  induftry  to  obtain  a perfeft  knowledge  of 
India  affairs,  traverfed  this  bill  with  great  vigour 
and  almoll  alone,  for  the  fliort  time  in  which  it  was 
paffing  through  its  feveral  ftages.  As  the  bill  was 
brought  in  on  a Saturday,  and  a report  was  fpread  in 
the  evening,  and  inferted  in  the  news-papers,  that  it 
had  been  carried  that  day  through  its  laft  reading,  (a 
matter,  however  uncommon,  which  was  readily  be- 
lieved) the  India  company  had  not  time  to  go  through 
the  necelfary  forms,  for  aifembling  in  its  corporate 
capacity,  and  framing  and  prefenting  a petition,  before 
the  following  Wednefday,  on  which  it  was  finally 
palTed.  A petition  figned  by  14  proprietors  was 
however,  received,  and  witnefl'es  were  examined,  and 
counfel  heard  at  the  bar  againft  the  bill. 

We  lhall  take  notice  of  fome  of  the  arguments  that 
were  ufed  upon  this  occafion,  fo  far  as  they  were 
peculiar  to  the  place,  or  may  feem  to  throw  new  light 
upon  the  fubjeft.  As  the  houfe  of  Lords  is  clofe  fhut, 
we  are  obliged  to  gather  the  arguments  of  the  minority 
in  that  houfe  from  their  protefts ; thofeofthe  miniftry, 
we  mult  fuppofe  nearly  the  fame  with  thofe  ufed  in  the 
houfe  of  Commons.  It  was  urged  againft  the  bill, 
that  the  arbitrary  taking  away  of  legal  franchifes  and 
capacities,  without  any  legal  caufe  of  forfeiture,  eftab- 
lilhes  a precedent,  which  leaves  no  fort  of  lecurity  to 
the  fubjeft  for  his*  liberties ; fince  his  exerciiing 
them,  in  the  ftri&eft  conformity  to  all  the  rules  oflaw, 
general  equity,  and  moral  condutft,  is  not  fufficient  to 
prevent  parliament  frominterefting  itsfovereign  powers 
to  diveft  them  of  thofe  rights ; by  means  of  which 
infecurity,  the  honourable  diftin&ion  between  the 
Britifti  and  other  forms  of  government,  is  in  a great 
pjeafure  loft  $ that  this  misfortune  is  greatly  growing 
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upon  us,  through  temporary,  occalional,  and  partial 
acts  of  parliament,  which,  without  conftderation'  of 
their  conformity  to  the  general  principles  of  our  law 
and  conftitution,  are  adopted  raffily  and  haftily  upon 
every  petty  occafion  ; that  though  it  may  be  difficult 
to  fix  any  legal  limit  to  the  extent  of  legillative  power; 
it  is  to  be  fuppofed,  that  parliament  is  as  much  bound 
as  any  individual  to  the  obfervance  of  its  own  corn- 
pads  ; or  otherwife,  it  is  impoffible  to  underhand  what 
public  faith  means,  or  how  public  credit  can  fubfift. 

That  the  India  company  might  have  been  legally 
called  in  queftion,  and  even  its  charter  endangered, 
for  a negled  of  exercifing  thofe  neceffary  powers 
with  which  it  is  entrufled,  and  the  ufe  of  which  it  is 
now  propofed  to  fufpend ; and  that  it  mull  be  a govern- 
ment compofed  of  deceit  and  violence,  where  men 
are  liable  to  be  puniffied  if  they  decline,  or  to  be  re- 
firained  if  they  endeavour  to  exercife  their  lawful 
powers.  That  it  appears  by  evidence,  upon  oath,  at 
the  bar,  that  the  company  had  been  authoritatively 
informed,  that  the  commilfion  for  regulating  their  af- 
fairs, would  have  been  approved  of  by  adminiftration ; 
and  that  their  fituation  was  peculiarly  unfortunate, 
when  driven  from  all  confidence  in  public  faith,  and 
the  laws  of  their  country,  they  fhould  find  no  fe- 
curity  for  their  charter  privileges  even  in  thofe  very 
miniilers,  under  whofe  fandion  they  had  every  poffible 
reafon  to  believe  they  were  ading. 

It  was  much  objeded  to,  that  the  bill  was  brought 
in  at  a feafon,  when  the  houfe  is  always  ill  attended, 
and  hurried  through  with  a violent,  and  it  was  laid,  in- 
decent precipitation.  That  a reafon  of  fad  was  al- 
ledged  in  the  preamble,  ftating  the  expence  of  the 
commilfion  to  be  very  confiderable  : and  they  had  not 
before  them  any  account  or  eftimate  of  the  expences 
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aftual  or  probable,  nor  were  fupplied  with  any  ac- 
counts tending  to  fhew  the  prelent  ability  or  inability 
of  the  company  to  bear  it ; fo  that  the  Lords  were  to 
affert  fafts,  and  on  thefe  fails  to  ground  a law,  alter- 
ing the  condition,  and  fufpending  the  charted  rights 
of  the  company,  without  a poffibility  of  knowing 
whether  the  fails  he -true  or  falfe  and  that  with  a 
determination  to  continue  uninformed,  it  had  been  re- 
filled to  call  for  the  evidence  of  the  direftors  concern- 
ing the  expence  ; or  in  a matter  of  fuch  importance,' 
both  in  itfelf  and  its  example,  to  follow  the  ancient 
fettled  parliamentary  courfe  of  defiring  a conference 
with  the  Commons,  in  order  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  evidence  which  they  received  as  the  grounds  of 
. their  proceeding. 

It  was  faid,  that  it  mull  be  a matter  of  aftonifhmenr 
to  the  public,  who  had  for  a long  time  earnellly  and 
anxioufly  looked  to  the  company,  or  to  parliament, 
for  redrefs  of  the  grievances  in  India,  to  find  at  length,- 
that  the  latter  is  only  employed  in  preventing  the 
former  from  doing  its  duty;  that  inflead  of  correfting: 
the  abufe,  they  oppofed  themfelves  to  the  reformation  ;• 
that  wrhen  it  was  expected,  that  thofe  who  had  wrong- 
ed the  company  {hould  have  been  brought  to  exem- 
plary puniihment,  the  fuffering  company  itfelf  is  depri- 
ved of  its  right ; and  inftead  of  calling  delinquents  to' 
account,  the  perfons  legally  empowered  to  correct  or 
reflrairi  them,  are  by  parliament  fufpended  from  their 
office. 

On  the  other  fide,befides  many  of  thofe  arguments 
which  we  have  before  feen  Hated  in  fupport  of  the  . 
bill,  it  is  faid,  that  the  charge  upon  adminiftration,  of 
having  at  one  time  given  a fanftion  to  the  commiffion 
for  fuperintendingthe  company’s  affairs,  was  pofitive- 
ly  denied,  with  refpecl  to  fucli  of  its  members  as  be- 
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longed  to  that  houfe ; and  reafons  were  brought  to 
lhew,  why  it  could  not  be  well  founded  with  refpeft 
to  others.  As  to  the  dangers  that  were  apprehended 
from  this  meafure  with  refpeft  to  the  national  credit 
they  were  reprefented  as  merely  imaginary  5 and  it  was 
faid,  that  it  would  have  a totally  contrary  effeft,  as  the  t * 
Dutch,  who  had  much  more  money  in  our  public 
funds,  than  any  other  foreigners,  would  think  them- 
felves  much  fafer,  when  they  found  that  the  India 
Company  was  under  the  care  and  proteftion  of  par- 
liament, than  if  they  had  been  abandoned  to  their  own 
wild  fchemes  of  regulation  and  management. 

That  they  had  no  evidence  that  this  bill  was  con- 
trary to  the  company’s  inclinations,  any  more  than  to 
their  intereds;  that  the  petition  they  had  heard  at 
the  bar,  was  no  corporate  aft,  and  was  figned  only  by 
fourteen  proprietors,  out  of  about  feventeen  hundred, 
of  which  the  company  confided  ; that  the  vad  majority 
by  which  it  was  carried  through  the  other  houfe, 
where  the  mod  ample  information  was  obtained  of  the 
company’s  affairs,  and  the  very  fmall  number  that  had 
affented  to  it,  diffidently  ffiewed  thejudice,  proprie- 
ty, and  expediency  of  the  meafure.  Other  charges 
or  cenfures  were  anfwered,  by  the  ffiortnefs  of  the 
time,  and  the  advantage  the  company  might  take  of 
parliament  during  the  recefs.  Upon  a divifion,  the 
bill  was  carried  by  nearly  a proportional  majority,  to 
that  which  had  attended  it  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 

26  lords  having  voted  for  it,  to  6 only  who  oppofed 
its  pading;  it  was,  however,  followed  by  a remarkably 
pointed  and  fevere  proted.” 

What  paffed  in  the  houfe  of  Lords  upon  this  fub- 
jeft,  will  appear  manifed  from  the  proteds  of  a num- 
ber of  noble  Lords,  againd  the  regulating  bill,  and 
upon  the  motion  made  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  for 
X 5 making 
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making  certain  enquiries  relative  to  the  Eaft  India 
company,  and  the  holding  of  a conference  with  the 
commons  upon  that  fnbjeCt.  “ Becaufe,”  fay  they,“  the 
preamble  to  this  bill,  Hating  defeCts  in  the  powers  of 
the  Eaft  India  company,  abufes  in  its  adminiftratioiij 
and  injuries  to  public  and  commercial  credit,  ought  to 
have  been  fupported  by  evidence  adapted  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  fcveral  matters  alledged.  But  the  pro- 
duction of  charters  has  been  refufed  by  the  houfe  ; no 
witneffes  have  been  called  to  afcertain  the  exiftence  or 
quality  of  the  fuppofed  abufes ; no  enquiry  has  been 
made  into  the  condition  of  public  credit ; and  no  Hate 
of  the  company’s  commercial  affairs  have  ever  been  laid 
before  us. 

2dly,  Becaufe,  if  the  defeCts  in  the  charters,  and 
abufes  in  the  adminiftrationofthe  company,  exiftin  the 
manner  Hated  in  the  preamble,  no  effectual  provifion  is 
made  in  the  enacting  part  of  the  bill  forfupplying  the  one, 
or  reforming  the  other  : on  the  contrary,  the  utmoff 
diHraCtion  is  introduced  into  the  whole  oeconomy  of  their 
affairs.  The  nomination  to  the  fubordinate  prefi- 
dencies,  and  inferior  offices  in  India,  is  left  to  the 
company  ; but  a fuperior  prefidency  is  appointed  by 
parliament  to  govern  thofe  inferior  officers.  The 
fuperior  prefidency  is  to  receive  orders  from  the  court 
of  directors  ; but  it  is  left  to  the  private  will  of  the 
king  how  far  thefe  orders  Avail  be  obeyed.  The  pre- 
fidency is  appointed  to  make  ordinances  and  regula- 
tions, but  neither  directors  or  company  are  to  deter- 
mine on  their  validity.  The  king  alone  is  to  allow 
or  difallow  thofe  aCts,  as  he  ffiall  chufe  to  fignify  his 
pleafure  under  his  fign  manual.  This  mode  of  veffing 
ultimately  the  whole  management  of  the  company’s 
•weighty  political  affairs,  their  vaft  revenues,  and  their 
exteufiye  commerce  in  the  king’s  private  direction, 
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without  any  provifion  in  the  bill  for  the  intervention 
of  auy  public  body,  (either  the  Eafl-India  company  or 
the  privy-council)  or  any  refponfible  public  nfinifier, 
is,  we  infill,  ndt  only  a high  and  dangerous  violation 
of  the  yet  unqueflioned  charters  of  the  company,  but 
a total  fubverfion  of  all  the  principles  of  the  law  and 
Conllitution  of  this  kingdom. 

3dly,  Becaufe  the  election  of  executive  officers  in 
parliament,  is  plainly  unconflitutional,  and  an  example 
of  the  moll  pernicious  kind,  produftive  of  intrigue  and 
fattion,  and  calculated  for  extending  a corrupt  in- 
fluence in  the  crown.  It  frees  minifters . from  re- 
fponfibility,  whilft  it  leaves  them  all  the  effect  of  pa- 
tronage. It  defeats  the  wife  defign  of  the  conflitu- 
tion,  which  placed  the  nomination  of  all  officers, 
either  immediately  or  derivatively,  in  the  crown,  whilft 
it  committed  the  check  upon  improper  nominations  to 
parliament.  But  this  bill,  by  confounding  thofe  pow- 
ers which  the  conllitution  meant  to  keep  feparate. 
has  deflroyed  this  controul,  along  with  every  wife 
provifion  Of  the  laws  to  prevent  the  abufes  in  ,the 
nomination  to,  or  exercife  of  office. 

4thly,  Becaufe  this  ufurpation  of  the  company’s 
rights  in  appointing  the  fervants  is  loaded  with  the 
additional  injuftice  of  a compulfory  payment  of  falaries, 
arbitrarily  fixed  and  chargeable  on  the  company’s 
revenues,  without  their  confent. 

5thly,  Becaufe  the  violation  of  the  charter  is  not 
juflified  by  the  importance  of  the  provifions  of  this 
bill,  which  operates  only  to  transfer  patronage  with- 
out conferring  new  powers,  it  being  exprefly  provided 
by  the  bill,  that  tliefe  powers  fhould  be  the  fame  as 
were  formerly  exercifed  by  the  company’s  fervants, 
under  the  company’s  authority ; neither  is  any  advan- 
tage gained  with  regard  to  the  particular  officers  named 
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in  this  bill,  the  perfon  firft  in  rank  and  importance 
in  the  new  parliamentary  prefidency,  being  the  very 
fame  now  at  the  head  of  the  company’s  prefidency  at 
Bengal.  We  mean  to  reflect  neither  upon  that  gentle- 
man, nor  any  other,  who  (for  any  thing  we  know  to 
the  contrary)  may  be  men  of  competent  ability  and 
good  charafter  ; but  we  think  ourfelves  bound  to  de- 
clare againft  the  manifeft  contradiction  and  abfurdity 
of  this  bill,  which,  Hating  abufes  as  now  exifting  in 
India,  for  the  ground  of  its  regulations,  yet  appoints 
the  very  perfons  to  prefide  there,  who,  if  the  allega- 
tions in  the  bill  be  true,  mult  be  concerned,  either  by 
negleft,  or  aftual  commiffion,  in  all  the  abufes  com- 
plained of. 

6thly,  Becaufe  the  appointing  judges  by  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  crown,  with  large  falaries,  payable  out  of 
the  company’s  revenue,  without  the  company’s  con- 
fent,  either  to  the  appointment  or  the  payment,  is  an 
aft  of  flagrant  injuftice,  and  an  outrage  on  all  the 
rights  of  property.  No  neceflity  can  be  pleaded  in 
favour  of  this  violence,  as  the  company  did  laft  year 
voluntarily  propofe  a nomination  of  judges,  with  far 
better  provifions  for  fecuring  a proper  appointment, 
than  any  contained  in  this  bill. 

7thly,  Becaufe  theclaufe  of  this  bill,  which  deprives 
of  all  (hare  in  the  management  of  their  own  property, 
all  proprietors  not  poflefled  of  1000 1.  capital  ftoCk, 
disfranchifing  without  the  affignment  of  any  delinquen- 
cy or  abufe,  not  lefs  than  1240  perfons  legally  quali- 
fied, is  an  heinous  aft  of  injuftice,  oppreflion,  and  ab- 
furdity, and  a grofs  perverfion  of  the  high  powers  en- 
trufted  to  legiflature  ; the  part  of  the  charter  which 
regulates  the  right  of  voting,  was  made  to  eftablifh 
exclufively  that  clafs  of  voters  which  this  aft  has  de- 
ftroyedj  the  charter  knows  of  no  right  of  voting,  but 
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the  poffeffion  of  500I.  capital  flock.  It  excludes  ail 
title  to  fuperior  influence  from  fuperior  property.. 
The  feveral  laws  to  prevent  the  fplittingof  flock  are  all 
in  affirmance  of  this  principle,  and  made  to  fecure  this 
voter.  But  by  a fyflem  of  contradiction,  that,  except 
in  this  bill,  has  no  example,  the  very  grievance  of  fplit- 
ting  of  flock  by  which  the  proprietor  under  ioool. 
has  been  injured,  is  affigned  as  the  foie  ground  for 
depriving  him  of  his  franchife.  This  lower  proprie- 
tor could  not  poffiblyhave  been  guilty  of  this  offence, 
and  yet  he  is  punifhed;  and  the  large  flockholder,who 
alone  could  be  guilty  of  the  fplitting,  is  indulged  with 
new  privileges,  in  contradiction  to  the  fpirit  of  that' 
charter,  which  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  violated. 

8thly,  Becaufe  the  great  principle  upon  which  the 
bill  has  been  fupported,  will,  not  only  in  this,  but  in 
all  cafes,  juflify  every  infringement  of  the  public  faith, 
and  render  parliamentary  fanCtion  the  word  of  all  fe- 
curities.  We  never  can  admit  that  a mere  fpeculation 
’of  political  improvement  can  juflify  parliament  in 
taking  away  rights,  which  it  exprefly  covenanted  to 
preferve,  efpecially  when  it  has  received  a valuable 
confideration  for  the  franchifes  fo  flipulated.  Nor 
are  grants  of  parliament  under  thefe  circumflances  to 
be  confidered  as  gratuitous,  refumable  merely  at  the 
pleafure  of  the  giver ; but  matters  of  binding  contrad, 
forfeitable  only  on  fuch  delinquency  or  neceflity  as 
is  implied  in  the  nature  of  every  other  bargain.  With 
fuch  matters  before  us  that  requires  the  bed,  we  are 
denied  all  manner  of  information.  A bill,  the  objeCt 
of  which  has  taken  the  Commons  near  eight  months  to 
confider,  is  precipitated  through  this  houfe  in  little 
more  than  eight  days,  without  any  attention  to  par- 
liamentary ufuage  or  decorum  ; as  if  the  Lords  were  the 
lowed  of  miniderial  tools,  who  are  not  be  indulged 
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even  with  an  appearance  of  difeuffion,  concerning  the 
mandates  they  receive. 

In  this  fituation  we  feel  the  honour  of  the  peerage 
tarniflied,  and  its  dignity  degraded.  If  the  provifions 
and  precedent  of  this  bill  fhould  render  the  public 
faith  of  Great  Britain  of  no  eflimation,  the  franchifes, 
rights  and  properties  of  Englifhmen  precarious,  and 
the  peerage  diltinguifhable  only  by  a more  than  com- 
mon meafure  of  indolence  and  fervility ; if  the  bound- 
lefs  fund  of  corruption  furnifhed  by  this  bill  to  the  fer- 
vants  of  the  crown,  Ihould  efface  every  idea  of  honour^ 
public  fpirit,  and  independence  from  every  rank  of 
people,  after  flruggling  vainly  againft:  thefe  evils,  we 
have  nothing  left  but  the  fatisfaftion  of  recording  our, 
names  to  polterity,  as  thofe  wrho  refilled  the  whole  of 
this  iniquitous  fyllem,  and  as  men  who  had  no  lhare 
in  betraying  to  blind  prejudices  or  fordid  interefl  every 
thing  that  has  hitherto  been  held  facred  in  this 
country 

From  all  which  it  appears  plain,  that  the  miniftry 
were  aiming  more  at  a defpotical  power,  than  feek- 
ing  the  real  good  of  the  Fall  India  company.  There' 
is  no  manner  of  doubt  but  the  company’s  fervants  had 
been  guilty  of  many  a£ls  of  oppreflion,  injullice  and 
tyranny,  and  deferred  a very  exemplary  punifhmentj 
but  it  does  not  appear  that  the  parliament  were  fo 
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zealous  in  purfuingjuftice, as  they  were  eager  in  grafping 
at  the  emoluments  which  tended  to  ftrepgthen  the  power 
and  dominion  of  the  crown.  It  does  not  appear  that 
the  principal  agents  of  iniquity  in  India,  have,  by  the 
authority  of  parliament,  been  yet  brought  to  juftice, 
or  that  the  company  have  been  much  advantaged  by 
the  interference  of  government.  The  minifterial  pro- 
ceedings in  parliament  on  this  occafion,  feem  to  haVe 
had  the  fame  fprings  with  thofe  that  have  for  fome  years 
been  carried  on  with  regard  to  the  colonifts  in  America. 
The  managers  have  always  pretended  that  they  meant 
the  peace,  happinefs  and  profperity  of  the  colonifts, 
but  when  their  defigns  were  fairly  divulged,  their  own 
dominion  and  emolument  have  fairly  appeared  to  have 
been  the  fprings  of  their  aftions.  A circumftance 
which  naturally  falls  in  the  way  of  the  hiftory  of  this 
year  confirms  the  above  obfervations. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Vincent,  which 
are  called  Carribs,  who  have  been  time  immemorial 
jn  pofleffion  of  that  ifland,  and  have  juftly  claimed  the 
property  of  the  foil,  were  offended  at  the  Englifh  fur- 
yeyors  who  wrere  fent  from  England  to  furvey  their 
pofleffions.  Their  oppofition  to  this  arbitrary  aft  of 
the  Englifh  government,  was  foon  determined  to  be 
rebellion,  and  meafures  immediately  purfued  to  chaf- 
pize  thefe  infidel  rebels.  By  taking  a ihort  view  of  the 
hiftory  of  this  people,  and  the  behaviour  of  the  Eng- 
lifla  government  towards  them,  we  will  find  fome  of 
the  true  fprings  of  our  modern  war  with  our  colonifts, 
and  dependants  upon  the  fupreme  legiflature. 

Hiftorians  inform  us,  that  the  Carribs  are  of  two 
forts,  different  in  their  colour  as  well  as  in  their  ex- 
traft  and  original.  They  are  dirtinguiihed  by  the  epi- 
thets of  black  and  yellow  Carribs  ; the  latter  being 
fhe  defendants  of  the  original  natives,  and  the  others 
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negroes  brought  from  Africa  aboard  an  Englifh  fhip, 
which  was  caft  away  upon  the  coafts  of  St.  Vincent, 
about  an  hundred  years  ago.  The  negroes  having 
recovered  their  liberty  by  this  accident,  were  kindly 
received  by  the  natives,  aud  fettled  among  them.  It 
is  Paid,  that  having  women  of  their  own,  they  ftill 
continued  a diftintt  people,  and  foon  became  numer- 
ous. The  two  forts  of  people  were  not  more  differ- 
ent in  their  colour,  than  in  their  temper  and  difpofi- 
tion;  the  Americans  being  timid  and  icmfienfive,  the 
Africans  hardy,  defigning,  and  intrepid.  With  thefe 
qualifications,  together  with  the  acceffionof  the  negroes 
which  run  away  from  the  neighbouring  iflands,  they 
foon  became  fuperior  in  number  and  power  to  the 
natives,  who  melted  away  infenfibly,  as  the  grangers 
increafed.  Hiftory  does  not  inform  us  of  any  hoftiii- 
ties  that  thefe  flrangers  committed  upon  the  natives, 
and  it  would  rather  feem  that  by  intermingling 
with  the  original  inhabitants,  the  character  of  the  peo- 
ple had  changed  from  that  of  the  weaker  to  the 
ftronger.  In  this  fituation  the  Carribs  continued  for 
fome  time,  until  the  French,  from  the  neighbouring 
iflands,  by  their  addrefs,  infmuated  themfelves  among 
them,  and  purchafed  the  bell  of  their  foil  for  brandy 
and  other  French  trinkets,  which  fuited  the  tafte  of 
the  Carribs.  By  the  addrefs  and  cunning  peculiar  to 
that  nation,  they  got  pofleffion  of  the  moft  fruitful 
valleys,  that  interfeft  the  mountains  on  the  leeward 
fide  of  the  ifland,  and  brought  them  into  a ftate  of 
cultivation. 

The  French  and  the  natives  lived  upon  good  terms 
for  fome  time,  and  the  latter  embraced  the  language 
and  religion  of  the  former  ; yet  the  neighbourhood 
pf  villages  and  cultivation,  was  but  ill  fuited  to  the 
convenience  and  genius  of  a people  that  fublifled 
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upon  hunting  and  fifhing.  There  is  fomething  in  na- 
ture which  infpires  men  with  a defire  of  liberty  and 
independence,  which,  though  they  naturally  love  fo- 
ciety,  yet  they  fiiun  crowds,  and  love  a certain  retire- 
ment, (till  defiring  to  live  free  and  unreftrained  in  their 
aftions,  without  obfervation  or  interference  of  others. 
The  Carribs  at  lafl  totally  abandoned  their  old  poffef- 
fions,  and  retired  to  the  windward  and  level  fide  of  the 
ifland,  The  Flench,  it  is  faid,  once  attempted  to 
enilave  thefe  people,  and  that  the  Carribs  defended 
their  liberties  fo  refolutely,  that  the  French  were  glad 
to  renounce  their  defign,  and  were  obliged  to  acknow- 
ledge them  as  a free  and  independent  people. 

The  French  and  Carribs  continued  to  live  in  friend- 
ly intercourfe  and  correfpondence,  and  the  Carribs 
retained  a power  in  their  own  hands  of  executing 
juftice  upon  thofe  who  did  them  any  real  injuries  ; 
and  it  does  not  appear  that  ever  the  French  had  rea- 
fon  to  complain  of  thofe  natives,  for  any  atts  of  rigour 
or  injuftice  in  their  revenging  injuries  or  affronts.  The 
French  king  always  treated  the  natives  as  proprietors  of 
the  ifland,  and  (hewed  them  refpeft  and  regard  upon 
every  occafion.  But  what  is  fomewhat  extraordinary, 
upon  thetreaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  the  French 
king  ceded  the  ifland  of  St.  Vincent  to  England,  with- 
out fo  much  as  taking  notice  of  the  Carribs.  This 
was  giving  up  what  he  had  always  acknowledged 
was  not  hjs  own,  and  the  government  of  Great  Britain 
accepted  what  they  well  knew  did  not  belong  of  right 
to  the  king  of  France,  It  is  no  wonder  that  all  na- 
tions who  have  any  knowledge  of  the  two  empires  of 
France  and  Britain,  Ihould  hate  both  them  and  the 
Chriftian  religion  which  they  profefs,  when  they  com- 
mit, under  the  cloak  of  that  religion,  fuch  manifeff 
avis  of  injuftice.  We  fcarcely  find  greater  violations 
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of  the  rights  of  mankind  committed  among  the  moft 
barbarous  nations,  than  thofe  which  the  Englilh  and 
French  have  been  guilty  of  committing  towards  the 
inhabitants  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Vincent, 

It  mull,  however,  be  allowed,  that  the  Carribs,  by 
changing  mailers  at  the  treaty  of  peace,  changed  much 
for  the  worfe ; for,  during  the  French  government, 
they  were  independent,  and  were  proprietors  of  the 
ifland,  but  iince  the  Englilh  received  the  fupremacy, 
they  have  loll  their  liberty,  and  are  Haves,  or  to  ufe 
a more  /oft  word , fubjetts  of  Britain.  The  French, 
who  at  the  time  of  the  peace  were  reckoned  between 
four  and  five  thoufand,  foon  after  abandoned  their 
eftates,  which  were  purchafed  by  new  adventurers 
from  England,  by  which  means  the  Englilh  foon  be- 
came a confiderable  bod)*,  poflfefled  of  vail  property. 
The  Carribs  were  at  this  time  computed  to  be  a 
thoufand  fighting  men,  and  upwards;  and  it  is  pro- 
bable they  were  far  more  numerous,  but  in  the 
treaty,  they  were  never  considered  but  difpofed  over 
as  the  property  of  France,  10.  the  government  of 
Great  Britain. 

Though  the  Carribs  were  not  mentioned  in  the 
treaty  of  peace,  yet  the  court  of  Britain  gave  inftruc- 
tions  in  the  year  1764,  that  they  Ihouldnot  be  dilfurbed 
in  the  poffeffion  of  their  eftates,  and  the  commif- 
fioners  for  fales  were  dire&ed  not  to  attempt  any 
furvey,  without  particular  orders  for  that  purpofe. 
The  new  fettlers,  after  they  had  time  to  look  about 
them,  perceived  with  anxiety,  that  the  plain  and  fer- 
tile part  of  the  ifland  was  in  the  poffellion  of  the  Car- 
ribs, to  whom  its  valuable  properties  rendered  it  of 
little  more  advantage  than  any  equal  extent  of  the 
rudeft  and  moft  uncultivated  country.  Both  their 
fear  and  their  covetoufnefs,  operated  ftrongly  to  make 
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them  defire  the  removal  of  the  black  inhabitants* 
Reprefentations  were  accordingly  made  in  thewarmeft 
manner,  both  by  the  new  fettlers  and  the  commiffion- 
ers  of  fales,  to  deprive  the  Carribs  of  their  poffeffions, 
and  to  grant  them  fuch  an  equivalent,  whether  in  the 
liland  or  in  fome  other  part,  as  fhould  be  thought  ne- 
ceflary.  The  arguments  that  were  ufed  to  inforce 
thefe  reprefentations,  were  the  immediate  profits  to 
the  crown,  from  the  fale  of  lands;  the  dangers  arifing 
to  thofe  who  had  already  made  purchafes  hnder  the 
faith  and  prote&ion  of  government,  as  well  as  to  the 
bland  in  genera!,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  a law- 
iefs  banditti  who  were  ’ftrongly  attached  to  the  French, 
with  whom  they  held  a confiant  correl'pondence  in 
the  neighbouring  ifiands,  and  who,  from  their  religion 
and  manners,  were  much  averfe  to  our  people  and 
government. 

Thefe  reprefentations  had  the  intended  effeftupon 
the  lords  of  the  Britiih  treafury,  who,  in  1768,  iffited 
infixu&ions  for  the  furveying  and  difpofing  of  the 
lands  pofifeffed  by  the  Carribs ; for  the  parts  of  which 
that  were  cleared  and  cultivated,  they  were  to  be  paid 
a certain  price  per  acre  in  money)  and  were  to  have 
other  lands  afligned  them  in  return,  fufficient  for  their 
fupport,  in  a different  part  of  the  ifland.  The  new 
lands  were  to  be  granted  and  fecured  for  ever  to 
them  and  their  pofterity,  and  to  be  free  from  all  quit* 
rents,  charges,  and  condition,  except  peaceable  be- 
haviour and  obedience  to  government : thefe  poffef* 
fions  were  to  defcend  among  them,  according  to  their 
own  cuftoms  and  ufages  of  inheritance,  and  were  to 
be  for  ever  unalienable  to  any  white  perfon.  Five 
years  were  given  for  effe&ing  this  change  and  tranf- 
plantation.  Nothing  could  be  more  unreafonable  and 
repugnant  to  the  principles  of  nature,  and  morality, 
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than  this  propofal  of  the  Bfitilh  government.  They 
werefirftto  rob  and  divert  the  Carribs  of  their  natural 
rights  and  poffeflions,  and  then  to  fecure  to  them  what 
they  had  as  undoubted  a right  to  poflefs*  as  the  in- 
habitants of  Britain  have  to  poffefs  the  iiland  where 
they  refide.  The  king  of  Britain  had  no  more  right 
to  the  iiland  of  St.  Vincent,  except  tothofe  lands  which 
belonged  to  the  French,  than  the  French  have  a right 
to  Holland,  or  any  other  country  which  belongs  to 
other  people;  and  therefore,  to  lay  claim  to  any  of 
the  poffelllons  of  Carribs,  or  to  afl’ume  dominion 
over  them,  was  perfeft  tyranny  and  defpotifm.  A 
minifter  that  could  be  guilty  of  advifing  fuch  a mea- 
fure,  ought  to  have  anfwered  for  it  with  his  head. — ■ 
The  impartial  pages  of  hirtory  will  port  up  to  future 
ages,  the  charatters  of  fuch  men,  as  bafe,  infamous, 
and  detertable ! ' 

The  Carribs,  from  many  'circumftances,  concluded 
that  they  were  now  either  to  be  extirpated,  or  made 
flaves;  they  therefore  applied  to  the  governor  of 
Martinico  for  advice  and  prote&ion.  The  Jaft  he  ab- 
folutely  refufed  ; and  as  to  the  firft,  he  advjfcd  them 
to  fubmit  to  the  Bririlh  government.  .This  advice  had 
no  effect  upon  them.  Their  anfwer  to  the  Britilh 
commilhoners  was  noble  and  juft,  for  which  they  de- 
ferve  to  be  praifed,  and  for  which  all  true  Englilhmen 
mull  revere  them.  They  faid,  that  the  whole  iiland 
was  originally  their  property  ; that  however,  as  they 
had  permitted  the  French  to  fettle  upon  a part  of  it, 
their  king  might  diipofe  of  that  part  as  he  pleafed  ; 
but  as  they  were  not  his  fubje&s,  he  had  no  authority 
over  them,  and  confequently,  could  not  grant  or  dii- 
pofe of  the  part  of  their  country  which  they  had  re- 
ferved  for  thcmfelves.  They  concluded,  with  abfo- 
lutely  refuliug  to  part  with  their  lands,  or  to  admit 
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of  any  exchange.  It  might  have  been  expefted,  that 
fuch  found  reafoning  would  have  convinced  any  Eng- 
lilhman  of  the  iniquity  of  proceeding  againll  the  Car- 
ribs;  but  avaricious  adventurers,  and  minifters  offtate, 
whofe  moral  principles  hang  very  eafy  upon  them,  fel- 
dom  feel  the  force  of  arguments,  when  the  lull  of 
dominion,  and  the  love  of  gain  rule  in  their  hearts* 
If  the  proceedings  of  the  Englilh  government  againft 
the  Carribs,  can  be  vindicated  upon  any  principle  of 
found  and  good  reafoning,  it  will  be  eafy  to  prove 
that  there  is  now  no  wickednefs  in  the  univerfe.  Self- 
ilh  politicians,  or  the  hirelings  of  a ftate,  may  attempt 
to  varnilh  fuch  aftions  of  a minifter,  with  all  the  falfe 
colourings  of  fophiftry  and  deceit ; but  in  fpite  of  all 
the  thick  daubings  of  falfehood,  and  the  fair  flrokes 
of  flattery,  the  vile  complexion  of  the  men  and  their 
meafures,  will  appear  to  the  viewr  of  impartial  obfer- 
vers.  Ages  to  come  will  Hand  amazed,  when  they 
read  in  the  annals  of  Britain,  that  in  an  cera  of  liberty, 
and  under  the  government  of  a pious  and  religious 
fovereign,  fuch  unjuft  and  arbitrary  proceedings  fhould 
have  been  carried  on. 

It  may  appear  to  fome  exceeding  ftrange,  that  men 
in  a Chriftian  nation,  brought  up  under  a free  govern- 
ment and  inftrufted  in  the  principles  of  liberty,  fhould 
be  fo  abandoned  to  reafon,  juftice,  and  humanity,  as 
to  have  accepted  a commifTjon  to  furvey  the  lands  of 
a people  againft  their  will,  and  without  their  confent, 
when  no  aft  of  injuftice  or  wickednefs  was  as  yet  im- 
puted to  them.  Yet  fuch  w’ere  found,  and  aftually 
went  upon  the  praftice  of  furveying  the  lands  of  the 
Carribs.  The  moderation  of  that  people,  as  well  as 
their  ftcadinefs  on  this  occafion,  might  have  confound- 
ed the  commiffioners,  provided  covetous  and  interelted 
men  were  capable  of  any  generous  feelings ; for  they 
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fliewed  an  Unwillingnefs  to  come  to  violence,  and  evert 
when  it  was  in  their  power,  did  not  deftroy  them. 
They  (hewed,  however,  fo  much  difgutt  at  their  ma* 
ting  roads  into  their  country,  as  greatly  alarmed  the 
furveyors  and  it  was  found  neceflary  in  the  beginning 
of  May,  1 769,  to  fend  an  officer  and  forty  men  to 
the  furveyors  and  their  company.  This  fmall  de* 
tachment,  as  if  all  the  country  had  of  right  belonged 
to  their  matters,  took  port  in  the  midft  of  the  pof- 
feffions  of  the  Carribs,  where  fome  temporary  huts 

were  erefted  for  their  reception. But  they  foou 

found  themfclves  furrounded,  and  all  communication 
with  their  friends  and  fubfiftence  cut  off,  fo  that  they 
were  little  better  than  priloners.  The  prudence  of 
the  commanding  officer,  who  confide  red  the  inequality 
of  his  force,  and  the  extreme  unwillingnefs  of  the 
Carribs,  of  bringing  matters  to  the  laft  extremity,  not 
only  faved  the  detachment  from  being  cut  off,  but  pre- 
vented the  fmalleft  violence  from  being  offered  on 
either  fide.  In  the  mean  time,  the  furveyors  and 
their  company  were  fo  frighted,  that  they  gave  over 
their  work,  and  were  permitted  to  depart  with  fafety  j 
but  their  huts  were  demoliftted,  and  their  new  roads 
broke  up,  fo  far  as  time  would  permit.  This  fate  of 
the  detachment  caufed  an  univerfal  alarm  among  the 
F.nglilh  fettlers,  who  were  as  yet  uncertain  of  the  fitu- 
ation  of  their  friends.  They  immediately  took  up 
arms,  and  joined  the  few  regular  forces  that  were  in 
the  ifland,  and  marched  with  fpeed  to  the  aid  of  their 
brethren.  Inftead  of  enquiring  concerning  the  juftice 
of  their  caufe,  or  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  behaviour 
of  the  furveyors  and  their  party,  they  were  determin- 
ed at  all  events  to  Hied  blood,  provided  they  could  do 
it  wirh  fuccefs.  But  as  they  found  the  detachment 
fafe,  it  was  confidcrcd  as  the  matt  prudent  ftep  not  to 
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proceed  to  violence  againft  theCarribs  till  they  receiv- 
ed further  inftruttions  from  England,  and  the  matter 
was  laid  before  the  king  and  council.  The  Carribs 
agreed  to  this  propofal,  and  a flop  was  for  this  time 
put  to  the  furvey.  The  Carribs  were  difpofed  to  have 
fuffered  the  Englifh  to. enjoy  what  had  been  furrender- 
ed  to  them  by  the  French,  and  never  intended  to  in- 
terrupt them  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  own  property ; 
but  the  new  fettlers-  conlidered  the  ifiand  as  their 
own,  and  wanted  to  make  the  natives  valfals  of  the 
king  of  Britain.  Thefe  Indians  were  of  right  as  inde- 
pendent in  St.  Vincent,  as  the  Englifh  in  Britain  it  was 
therefore  unjuft  in  the  Englifh  government  to  feek  to 
deprive  them  of  their  natural  rights. 

When  men  have  a favourite  objeft  in  view,  fuited 
to  their  leading  pallion  and  intereft,  it  is  not  eafy  to 
divert  them  from  purfuing  it,  hotvever  inconftftent  it 
maybe  with  the  rights  and  interefts  of  others.  Though 
the  planters  in  St.  Vincent  were  in  no  degree  equal  to 
the  redu&ion  of  the  Carribs,  the  number  of  the  rivers 
in  the  country,  and  the  richnefs  of  the  foil  which  they 
had  difeovered  in  their  late  progrefs,  wrought  fo 
powerfully  on  their  pailions,  that  they  could  not  re- 
frain from  exprefling  their  concern  at  being  prevented 
from  bringing  matters  to  an  immediate  extremity,  in 
terms  which  gave  no  favourable  opinion  of  their  juftice 
and  humanity.  Falfe  reports  were  induftrioufly  fpread 
abroad,  which  kept  the  ifiand  in  perpetual  fear  and 
alarm  ; and  the  inoft  paflionate  complaints  were  fent 
home,  reprefenting  the  Carribs  as  a mod  daring  and  in- 
corrigible fet  of  rebels.  It  is  fomewhat  furprizinghow 
a people  could  be  rebels  againft  a government  to 
which  they  never  owed  any  allegiance,  and  which  in- 
ftead  of  deferving  any  regard  from  the  Carribs,  de- 
ferred both  to  be  defpifed  and  refilled.  Tliis  may  fliew 
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us  how  eafy  it  is  to  form  a rebellion,  and  determine 
the  raoll  juft  and  righteous  people  in  the  world,  in-, 
corrigible  and  obftinate  rebels.  The  Carribs  were 
neYer  under  either  the  French  nor  F.nglilh  govern- 
ment, but  were  a free  and  independent  people,  and 
therefore  owed  no  allegiance  to  the  monarchs  of 
France  or  Great  Britain.  "How  then  could  they  be 
rebels,  when  they  were  only  defending  their  own 
rights  and  properties  againft  invaders,  who  were  un- 
juftly  and  violently  attempting  to  wreft  them  from 
them  ? Thefe  covetous  and  cruel  planters  were  fo 
zealous  for  the  extirpation  of  the  Carribs,  for  the  fake 
of  their  lands,  that  they  propofed  to  have  them  tranf- 
ported  to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  or  to  fome  defart  ifland 
in  that  quarter.  The  indignation  of  the  reader  muft 
rife  at  the  thoughts  of  fuch  a lhocking  propofal  from 
Britilh  Chriftians,  who  boaft  of  their  liberties,  reli-. 
gion  and  humanity. 

When  the  new  lieutenant-governor  of  the  new 
iflands  arrived  at  St.  Vincent’s,  he  iifued  a proclama- 
tion to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  Carribs,  and  to  remove 
their  fears  and  fufpicions  ; nor  do  we  find  that  any  fur- 
ther violence  was  committed,  than  the  deftrtnftion  of 
the  new  roads,  and  the  burning  of  a houfe  which  be- 
longed to  a perfon  that  was  particularly  obnoxious  to 
them  ; and  they  quietly  fubmitted  to  the  imprifon- 
ment  of  one  of  their  chiefs,  who  was  fufpefeed  of 
committing  this  outrage  ; nor  is  there  the  fmalleft 
proof  that  there  was  a drop  of  blood  fpilt  in  all  thi^ 
commotion. 

The  government  at  home  feem  to  have  been  confcious 
of  the  iniquity  of  the  proceedings  againft  the  Carribs, 
for  notwithftanding  the  warm  remonftranccs  that  were 
made  in  behalf  of  this  meafure,  they  feemed  for  fome 
time  unwilling  to  proceed  to  violence  againft  theffe 
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people.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1771,  the  com- 
miflioners  held  another  meeting  with  feveral  chiefs  of 
the  Car  ribs,  and  propofed  a new  partition  and  ex- 
change of  lands  upon  a narrower  fcale,  and  terms 
more  favourable  to  them,  than  were  contained  in  the 
plan  that  had  been  formerly  propofed  ; but  the  Car-  ^ 
ribs  reje&ed  every  propofal  for  parting  with  their 
lands,  with  the  greateft  hrmnefs  and  refolution:  And 
when  the  queftion  was  put  to  them,  whether  they  ac- 
knowledged themfelves  fubjefts  of  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  and  would  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  they 
boldly  refufed,  and  anfwered  in  the  negative.  They 
laid  they  were  independent,  and  W'ere  not  fubjeft  to 
either  the  king  of  Great  Britain  or  Franc?.  To  this 
anfwer  the  commiffioners  could  make  no  rational  re- 
ply. The  king  of  Britain  had  no  right  in  juftice  to 
demand  allegiance  from  a free  and  independent  people $ 
and  if  any  allegiance  was  due,  it  was  due  from  the 
planters  to  the  government  of  the  ifland.  It  has  been 
alledged,  that  the  French  in  the  neighbouring  iflands 
fpirited  the  Carribs  to  this  conduft,  which  is  more  ' 
than  has  ever  been  proved  ; and  fuppofe  they  had,  it 
was  no  reafon  why  Britain  fhould  have  plundered  them 
of  their  properties,  and  robbed  them  of  their  natural 
rightSi  This  refufal  of  the  Carribs  was  determined 
to  be  contumacy,  and  orders  w ere  ilTued  from  home 
for  an  hoftile  force  to  be  fent  againfl:  them;  Two  regi- 
ments were  ordered  from  North  America,  to  join  as 
many  already  at  St.  Vincent’s,  of  what  could  be  fpared 
from  the  neighbouring  iflands  for  that  fervice,  which, 
with  his  majefty’s  (hips  on  that  ftation,  were  to  reduce 
the  Carribs  to  a due  fubmiflion  to  government,  or  pro- 
vided they  continued  obftinate,  that  they  might  be  re- 
moved from  the  ifland  to  fuch  places  as  fliould  be 
thought  moll  proper  for  their  reception  ; the  ftriftefl: 
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orders  at  the  f.iitie  time  being  given  that  they  fhould 
be  furnifhed  with  (hips  for  their  tranfportation,  plenti- 
fully provided  with  provifions  and  neceffaries,  and 
treated  with  all  imaginable  humanity  m their  paflage. 
This  was  a ftrange  kind  of  humanity  and  benevolence, 
ffi-ft  to  rob  a people  of  their  natural  right's  and  pof. 
felhons,  without  any  fault  on  their  part,  and  then  dif- 
cretly  fet  them  adrift  in  fome  ftrange  country  to  fliift 
for  thcmfelves,  left  at  the  mercy  of  fome  unknown 
people  to  be  Haves,  or  to  periffi  as  the  caprice  of 
Grangers  fhould  happen  to  operate.  Such  proceedings 
are  perhaps  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  hiftory  of  any 
proteflant  free  people,  upon  the  face  of  the  globe. 
The  fuccefs  and  event  of  this  expedition  was  not 
known  when  this  affair  of  St.  Vincent  became  a matter 
of  debate  in  parliament,  rn  December  9,  this  year, 
The  arguments  on  both  fides  of  the  queftion,  will  ap- 
pear in  the  following  parliamentary  hiftory. 

Soon  after  the  opening  of  the  feffion,  upon  the 
prefenttng  of  an  eflimate  from  the  war-office  in  the 
committee  of  fupply,  of  the  land  fervice  for  the  enfu- 
ing  year,  the  number  of  troops  that  were  flatedtobe 
in  the  Weft  India  Iflands,  gave  an  opportunity  to  the 
gentlemen  in  oppofition,  to  animadvert  upon  this 
expedition,  and  to  give  notice,  that  they  Would,  on  a 
future  day,  propofe  an  enquiry,  into  its  nature,  juftice, 
aud  propriety,  together  with  the  motives  that  led  to 
fo  extraordinary  a meafure.  rllns  enquiry  being 
agreed  to  by  adminiftration,  the  matter  was  afterwards 
frequently  brought  up  ; but  ftid  deferred,  in  hopes  of 
obtaining  new  information,  and  to  give  an  opportunity 
of  procuring  and  conftdering  the  neceffary  papers. 

It  was  accordingly  a conftderable  time  after  the 
Chriftmas  rcceis,  before  this  affair  was  taken  finally 

into  confld: ration  ; when  at  length,  two  general 
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officers  were  examined,  as  to  the  lateft  accounts  they 
had  received  of  the  Hate  of  their  regiments,  which 
were  then  employed  on  the  fervice  againfl:  the  Car- 
ribs.  One  of  thefe  gentlemen  read  part  of  a letter 
which  he  had  received  upon  the  fubjefi  from  St.  Vin- 
cent’s, in  which  the  expedition  was  greatly  complain- 
ed of,  not  only  in  refpeft  of  its  having  been  under- 
taken in  the  rainy  feafon,  which  had  occalioned  a great 
mortality  among  tl)£  troops,  but  alfo  with  regard  to 
its  injullice  and  cruelty,  with  both  of  which  it  was 
ftrongly  charged  by  the  writer  ; who  emphatically 
complained,  that  the  poor  Carribs  had  been  very  ill 
ufed;  and  wilhed,  with  the  energy  charaftcrifiic  of 
an  officer,  that  the  contrivers  and  promoters  of  the 
expedition,  might  be  brought  to  a fpeedy  and  fevere 
account.  By  the  fame  authority  it  was  reprefented, 
that  the  W’oods  were  fo  thick,  that  the  Carribs  killed 
our  men,  with  the  greateft  fecurity  to  themfelyes, 
and  without  their  being  able  eveu  to  fee  the  enemy 
that  deilroyed  them ; that  at  the  time  of  writing  the 
letter,  which  wras  on  the  14th  of  November,  the  troops 
had  not  been  able  to  penetrate  above  four  miles  into 
their  country. 

It  was  not  then  enquiredof  adminiflration,  whether 
they  had  received  any  late  accounts  from  the  ifland  ; 
when  to  the  furprize,  of  every  body,  it  appeared  that 
their  lateft  intelligence  from  thence,  was  above  a 
month  prior  in  date,  to  the  letter  which  had  been 
read  by  the  general.  A gentleman  who  had  been 
lieutenant-governor  of  the  New-Iflands,  was  examined 
as  to  the  temper,  behaviour,  and  difpofition  of  the 
•Carribs,  of  all  which  he  gave  a very  favourable  ac- 
count, and  reprefented  them  as  a quiet  inoffenfive 
people  ; he  was  farther  afked,  if  he  had  heard  that 
the  planters  were  envious  of  them  for  their  lands,  to 
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which  he  anlwered  in  the  affirmative  ; and  being 
preffed  as  to  particular  names,  mentioned  one  of  con- 
siderable rank  and  confequence  in  the  ifland,  and  who 
had  a principal  lhare  in  all  the  meafures  that  h ad  been 
purfued  for  {tripping  them  of  their  poffeffion. 

Some  officers  were  examined,  who  hadferved,  or 
borne  command,  at  different  times  in  St.  Vincent’s  ; 
thefe  gentlemen,  in  general,  gave  favourable  accounts 
of  the  Carribs,  and  attributed  entirely  their  late  turT 
bulent  and  fufpicious  temper,  to  the  attempts  that  had 
been  made  to  deprive  them  of  rheir  lands  : they  all 
concurred  in  their  accounts  of  the  unhealthinefs  of 
the  ifland,  and  particularly  in  the  rainy  feafon,  when, 
they  declared,  it  muff  prove  fatal  to  any  troops  that 
were  under  a neceffity  of  aXing  in  it,  and  that  the 
conftitution  of  fuch  as  efcaped  with  life,  would  be 
totally  ruined, 

On  the  other  fide,  one  of  the  principal  planters  in 
the  ifland,  and  of  corffiderable  rank  by  his  office,  with 
fome  others,  were  examined.  They,  in  general,  de- 
fcribed  the  Carribs  as  a faithlefs,  cruel,  and  treacher- 
ous race,  who  were  abandoned  to  all  manner  of  ex- 
ceffes,  particularly  with  refpeX  to  liquor,  in  which 
ftate  they  were  capable  of  the  mod  barbarous  aXicns. 
That  while  they  continued  on  the  ifland,  there  could 
be  no  fecurity  for  the  pedons  or  property  of  the  in- 
habitants ; they  were  charged  writh  murders,  robberies, 
with  enticing  the  negro  flaves  from  their  mafters,  ancj 
deftroying  others  whom  they  caught  in  the  fields  j 
110  particular  proofs  were,  however,  brought  in  f up- 
port  of  thefe  charges.  The  connexions  and  intelli- 
gence which  the  Carribs  held  with  the  french,  and 
their  application  to  the  governor  of  Martinique  for 
protection  and  afliflance,  were  fhewn  in  a very  danger- 
ous light  j and  no  care  was  negleXed  to  defcribe 
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the  fatal  confequences  that  mud  attend  the  ifland, 
whenever  a war  broke  out  with  France  with  fuch  a 
deadly  enemy  lying  in  its  bofom.  Their  mortal  en- 
mity to  our  government  and  people  was  alfo  much  in- 
filled on  ; and  it  was  concluded  upon  the  whole,  that 
there  was  no  other  alternative,  but  that  either  his 
majefly’s  natural  fubje&s,  or  the  Carribs,  mud  quit 
the  ifland,  if  the  latter  are  permitted  to  continue  in 
their  prefent  date  of  independence. 

After  feveral  flridures  upon  the  nature  of  this  evi- 
dence, and  on  the  intereded  views  by  which  it  was  faid 
to  be  apparently  direfted,  the  following  motions  were 
made,  id,  That  the  expedition  againd  the  Carribs  in 
the  ifland  of  St.  Vincent  was  undertaken,  without 
fufficient  provocation  on  the  part  of  thefe  unhappy 
people,  and  at  the  indigation  of  perfons  intereded  in 
their  dedruftion,  and  appears  to  be  .intended  to  end 
in  their  total  extirpation  ; edly,  That  the  fending  the 
troops,  part  of  which  were  totally  unprovided  with 
pamp  equipage  and  neceflaries  on  that  fervice,  in  the 
unhealthy  feafon  of  the  year,  is  not  judifled  by  any 
neceflity  of  immediately  increafmgthe  military  force  in 
that  ifland  was  contrary  to  the  voice  of  the  governor, 
and  mud  prove  unneceflarily  deflruiflive  to  fome  of 
the  bed  troops  in  the  fervice,  probably  defeat  the 
purpofe  for  which  they  were  fent,  and  bring  difgrace 
pn  bis  majefly’s  arms;  and,  ^dly.  That  an  humble 
nddrefs  be  prefented,  defiring  that  his  majedy  will  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  acquaint  the  houfe,  by  whofc  ad- 
vice the  meafure  was  undertaken  of  attacking  the 
Carribs  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Vincent ; and  of  fending 
the  troops  for  that  purpofe  in  the  mod  unhealthy  fea- 
fon of  the  year  ; a meafure  equally  repugnant  to  the 
^nown  humanity  of  his  majefly’s  temper,  difgraceful 

to 
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to  his  arms,  and  difhonourable  to  the  character  of  the 
Britifh  nation. 

Thefe  motions  were  principally  fupported  upon  the 
injuftice  of  the  meafure,  and  the  difhonour  it  brought 
upon  our  national  character,  as  being  equally  a viola- 
tion of  the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  and  contrary  to 
his  majefly’s  proclamation  of  the  year  1764,  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Carribs  ; on  the  extreme  cruelty  of  at- 
tempting to  tranfport  a whole  people  from  their  na- 
tive foil,  and  to  land  them  defcncelefs  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  where  they  had  no  right,  no  property,  no 
connexion,  and  where  they  mull  be  liable  to  all  the 
dangers  and  enmities,  to  which  Europeans,  or  any 
others,  who  were  turned  adrift  in  a flxange  country, 
would  be  fubjeft  ; that  they  had  been  guilty  of  no  aft 
of  forfeiture,  even  fuppofing  them  to  be  natural  fub- 
je&s  of  Great  Britain,  unlefs  an  oppofition  to  a violent 
invafion  of  their  rights  and  properties,  was  to  be 
confidered  as  fuch ; that  the  only  evidence  of  any 
weight  againft  them,  was  himlelf,  the  devifer  of  the 
projefts  that  had  been  formed  for  their  extirpation, 
was  deeply  interefted  in  their  deftruftion ; that  on  the 
contrary, the  united  teflimony  on  the  other  fide,  where 
there  was  not  a peffibility  of  fuppofing  the  finallefl 
biafs  or  partiality,  was  uniformly  in  favour  of  the  Car- 
ribs,  and  reprefented  them  as  a quiet,  peaceable,  and 
inoffenlive  people,  and  to  all  appearance,  well  afFetted 
to  our  government,  until  they  were  urged  by  violence 
and  injuftice  to  a different  conduft.  Thefe  arguments, 
with  fuch  others  as  the  ftate  we  have  already  repre- 
fented afford,  were  concluded  with  fevere  ftriefures  on 
the  weaknefs  of  thofe  counfels,  which  had  blindly 
adopted  the  views  of  avaricious,  rapacious,  and  nter- 
cilefs  planters,  and  thereby  rendering  government  the 
inftruir.ent  of  their  iniquitous  dcfjgn,  engaged  it  in 

cruel 
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cruel,  unjnft,  and  difhonourable  measures,  which  Were 
riot  more  injurious  to  the  Carribs,  than  deftruCtive  to 
ourfelves,  by  wantonly  fporting  with  the  conftitutions 
and  lives  of  fome  of  our  bravell:  troops,  whofe  former 
fervices  merited  another  return,  and  who  were  now 
facrificed  upon  an  inglorious  fervice,  in  which  they- 
were  afhamed  to  draw  their  fwords. 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  obferved,  that  an  amazing 
fund  of  tendernefs  and  humanity  had  been  difplayed  in 
favour  of  the  Carribs,  while  the  fmalleft  degree  of 
either  was  refufed  to  our  natural  born  fubjeCts  and 
countrymen,  who  had  pnrchafed  eftates  at  high  prices 
from  the  crown , under  the  fanCtion  of  its  protection 
and  fecurity,  and  whofe  lives  and  fortunes  were  at 
Hake  in  the  event  of  the  prefent  expedition.  .That 
the  charge  of  injuftice  was  ill  founded,  as  the  yellow 
Carribs,  who  were  the  aborigines,  and  re m proprie- 
tors of  the  ifland,  were  in  no  degree  affeCted  by  the 
prefent  meafures,  except  only  fo  far  as  they  would 
obtain  fecurity,  by  the  reduction  or  removal  of  a cruel 
and  perfidious  race  of  favages,  by  whom  they  had  been 
nearly  exterminated;  that  it  could  not  be  pretended, 
that  the  black  Carribs  had  any  legal  or  natural  rights 
in  the  ifiand,  but  thofe  which  they  had  obtained 
through  the  kindnefs  and  hofpitality  of  the  natives  ; 
and  that  thofe  rights,  would,  in  the  eye  of  the  flriCteft 
juitice,  have  been  fully  cancelled,  by  their  fubfequent 
conduCt  and  ingratitude. 

That  the  charge  of  cruelty  was  equally  ill  founded ; / 

the  removal  of  the  black  Carribs  being  the  laft  refort ; 
and  only  to  be  put  in  execution,  in  cafe  of  their  prov» 
ing  fo  incorrigible,  that  all  means  would  be  found  in* 
effectual  for  reducing  them  to  fuch  a (late  of  fubmii- 
fton  to  government,  as  was  abfolutely  necefi'ary,  not 
only  for  the  fecurity  but  the  prefervation  of  the  ifland; 
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that  even  in  that  laft  extremity,  the  meafui-e  of  tfanf- 
portation  was  guarded  frombeing  accompanied  with  any 
circumflances  of  cruelty,  or  even  of  hardlhip,  except 
thofe  which  might  be  fuppofed  to  arife  from  their  feel- 
ings, on  quitting  a country  in  which  they  had  hitherto 
lived,  and  going  to  another,  equally  fit  for  them,  but 
with  which  they  were  not  yet  acquainted;  that  whether 
they  were  removed  to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  or  to  the 
ifland  of  St.  Matthew,  care  had  been  taken,  that  they 
Were  to  have  fufficient  latids  afligned  them  for  their 
fupport,  and  were  to  be  laid  down,  in  nearly  the  fame 
degrees  of  latitude  and  climate,  and  in  a country  fur- 
niihed  with  much  the  fame  advantages  as  to  fifliing 
and  hunting,  which  they  had  enjoyed  at  St.  Vin- 
cent’s. 

It  was  faid,  that  government  had  neither  adopted 
the  views,  nor  been  milled  by  the  fchemes  of  intereft- 
ed  planters  ; that  it  had  duly  weighed,  as  well  the 
circumflances  of  the  ifland,  as  the  reprefentations  of 
the  governor,  council,  and  affembly,  together  with 
thofe  of  the  commiffioners  for  the  fale  of  lands  ; that 
as  the  Carribs  were  poflfeflfed  of  near  two  thirds  of  the 
profitable  lands,  and  the  French  inhabitants  of  a great 
part  of  the  remainder,  it  was  evident  that  w'e  never 
could  in  that  ftate,  have  a natural  interell  or  flrength 
in  the  ifland,  fufficient  for  its  fecurity  ; that  as  thefe 
lands  were  of  no  particular  value  to  the  Carribs,  who 
had  neither  means  nor  inclination  to  cultivate  them, 
equitable  terms  had  been  repeatedly  propofed  to  them 
for  an  exchange,  all  of  which,  they  not  only  contu- 
piacioufly  rejefted,  but  daringly  difclaimed  all  allegi- 
ance to  the  king,  and  rcfufed  all  obedience  to  govern^ 
ment.  As  to  the  ftriftures  that  had  been  pafled,  with 
refpeft  to  the  employment  of  the  troops  in  any  un- 
healthy climate  and  feafon,  they  were  aufwercd  by 
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the  neceffity  of  the  occafion  ; and  the  meafure  juftiflecl 
upon  that  principle,  by  the  praftice  of  all  ages. 

Upon  a dirifion  on  the  feparate  queftions,  after 
long  debates,  the  firft  motion  was  reje&ed  by  a ma- 
jority of  206,  again!!  8S  who  fupported  it ; the  majo- 
rity was  lefs  upon  the  others ; as  the  houfe  grew  thin- 
ner. 

About  the  fame  time,  the  expedition  which  gave 
birth  to  this  enquiry,  was  alfo  terminated.  The  Car- 
ribs,  notwithftanding  the  ftrength  of  their  faftnefl'es, 
their  courage,  in  which  they  were  not  at  all  deficient, 
and  their  expertnefs  in  the  ufe  of  fire  arms,  were  un- 
der many  difadvantages  in  this  war.  They  were  fur- 
rounded  by  fea  and  land,  their  quarters  becoming 
every  day  more  contrafted,  were  cut  oif  from  their 
great  fource  of  fubfiflence  by  fifliing,  and  their  bodies 
worn  down  by  continual  watching  and  fatigue.  Our 
troops  alfo  fuftered  infinitely  in  the  fervice.  With- 
out a cohfiderable  reinforcement,  it  was  probable,  the 
reduction  of  the  enemy  could  not  be  eft'efted.  The 
object,  either  for  advantage,  or  glory,  was  not  worthy 
of  fo  much  toil  and  pleafure,  even  if  the  jufiice  of  fucli . 
a war  could  be  clearly  defended. 

Thefe  mutual  fufferings,  and  the  difpofitions  they 
gave  rife  to,  brought  on  a treaty  between  the  Car- 
ribs  and  Major  General  Dalrymple,  who  commanded 
the  forces,  by  which  the  former  obtained  better  con- 
ditions than  they  had  reafon  to  expeft,  The  original 
object  of  the  war,  the  tranfplantation  to  Africa,  was 
wittily  abandoned.  The  Carribs  on  their  part  ac- 
knowledged his  majefty’s  fovereignty  without  .refervc, 
agreed  to  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  and  allegiance,  and 
to  iubmit  to  the  laws  and  government  of  the  ifiand,  fo 
far  as  relates  to  their  intercourfe,  and  to  all  tranfre- 
icions  with  the  white  inhabitants  ; but  in  their  own 
v 3 A dillricls, 
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diftri&s,  and  in  all  matters  that  relate  to  their  inter- 
eourfe  with  each  other,  they  are  to  retain  their  anr 
cient  policy,  and  ftill  to  be  governed  by  thofe  cuftoms 
and  ufages,  to  which  they  have  given  the  force  of  laws. 
They  have  alfo  ceded  alarge  trafl:  of  very  valuable  land 
to  the  crown;  but  the  diftrifts  which  they  ftill  retain, 
are  fecured  in  perpetuity  to  them  and  their  pofterity. 
There  are  a number  of  other  articles,  which  relate  to. 
domeftic  regulation,  or  tend  to  the  fytture  tranquility 
and  fecurity  of  the  ifland. 

The  lofs  upon  this  expedition,  though  confiderable, 
was  not  altogether  fo  great  as  was  apprehended  from 
the  nature,  length,  and  feverity  of  the  fervice.  The 
killed  and  wounded  did  not  much  exceed  150,  among 
the  former  of  which  was  a lieutenant-colonel,  and 
fome  other  officers;  the  fives  loft  by  the  climate  a: 
mounted  to  1 to  ; but  there  remained  428  ftek,  at  the 
time  of  concluding  the  treaty. 

After  fuch  proceedings  againft  an  innocent  and  in-, 
offenfive  people,  which  owed  no  allegiance  to  the 
Britifh  government,  and  had  given  the  nation  no  rea| 
offence,  the  after  behaviour  of  the  miniftry  towards 
the  American  colonifts,  will  be  no  furprize  to  any 
perfon  whp  examines  die  caufes  of  things  attentively. 


C H A P. 
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C H A P.  VII; 


The  American  Congrefs  affembHes — Form  an  affociatm — 
Their  refolves  —They  addrefs  the  people  of  Great 
Britain— They  write  to  the  people  of  Quebec— A 
•view  of  their  rights — Proceedings  at  home , &c. 

FROM  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  controverfy 

with  the  colonies,  it  was  always  imagined,  and  r 
alfo  affirmed  at  home  by  the  minidry  and  their  friends, 
that  the  colonids  were  greatly  divided  among  them- 
felves ; that  they  would  never  unite ; that  they  would 
not  hang  together  ; that  they  were  only  under  a 
- emporary  ferment,  created  by  the  artifice  of  popular 
and  defigning  men,  that  would  foon  fubiide  when 
once  they  faw  that  Great  Britain  was  in  earned  to 
fupport  her  authority.  And  that  notwithdanding  the 
riotous  difpofition  of  fome  of  the  colonies,  they  were 
in  general  cowards,  and  durd  not  appear  before  the 
king’s  forces.  This  was  the  {file  of  the  minidry  and 
their  party  at  home,  and  was  echoed  in  all  the  venal 
pamphlets  and  news-papers  publiffied  throughout  the 
kingdom. 

The  adembly  of  the  reprefentatives  of  twelve  of 
the  colonies,  which  has  fince  received  the  name  of  the 
congrefs,  met  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  5th  of  September 
this  year,  and,  after  more  than  a month’s  delibera- 
tion, proceeded  to  feveral  refolutions  which  (hewed 
that  they  were  in  earned,  as  well  as  unanimous  in 
their  oppofition  to  the  new  datutes  of  the  Britilh 
legiflature.  Upon  the  14th  of  October,  the  congrefs 
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proceeded  to  bufinefs,  and  after  reciting  thofc  laws 
that  were  particularly  obnoxious,  they  came  to  feveral 
animated  relolutions,  which,  in  their  then  fituation, 
were  furprizing  to  all  the  world*.  The  alTociation 
which  they  entered  into  is  a bold  and  intrepid  rfefolu- 
tion  to  maintain  what  they  confider  to  be  their  juft 
rights  and  privileges,  and  a purpofe  to  purfue  fueh 
meafures  as  may  beft  fupport  thefe  rights  againft  in- 
vafion,  from  the  minifterial  power  of  Great  Britain. 
As  this  alTociation  will  appear  in  its  trueft  colours  by 

itfelf 


* Friday,  Citcbcr  14,  1774. 

The  Congrefs  came  into  the  fol- 
lowing Refolutions. — 

WHEREAS,  fiiice  the  dole  of 
the  laft  w ar,  the  Briti!h  parliament 
claiming  a power  of  right  to  bind 
the  people  of  America,  by  ftatute 
in  all  cafes  whatfoever,  hath  in  fonie 
afts  exprefsiy  imported  taxes  on 
them,  and  in  others  under  various 
])retences,  but  in  fait  for  the  pur- 
port- of  raifing  a revenue,  hath  im- 
]>ofed  rates  and  duties  payable  in 
thele  colonies,  eftablifhed  a board 
of  commillioners  with  unconftitu- 
tional  powers,  and  extended  the 
jnrirtdiftion  of  courts  of  admiralty, 
not  onlvtor  collefting  the  laid  du- 
ties, but  for  the  trial  of  caufes 
merely  ariling  within  the  body  of 
a county. 

And  whereas  in  conlequence  of 
other  (latutes,  judges,  who  before 
held  only  eftates  at  will  in  their 
offices,  have  been  made  dependant 
on  the  crown  alonefor  their  falaries, 
and  (landing  armies  kept  in  time  of 
peace.  And  it  has  lately  been  re- 
lblved  in  parliament,  that  by  force 
of  a ftatute  made  in  live  thirty-fifth 
year  of  the  reign  of  King  Henry 
the  Eighth,  colouifts  maybe  trans- 
ported to  England  and  tried  there 
upon  acculations  for  treufons  and 
iiiifpnlions,  or  concealment  of  trea- 
fons  committed  in  the  colonies  ; 
and  by  a late  ftatute,  fuch  trials 


have  been  directed  in  cales  therein 
mentioned. 

And  whereas  in  the  laft  feflion  of 
parliament,  three  ftatutes  were 
made:  one  intituled,  “ An  aft  to 
“ difeontinue  in  fuch  manner  and 
“ for  fuch  time  as  are  tlierein  men- 
“ tioned,  the  landing  and  dirtebarg- 
“ ing,  lading  or  (hipping  of  goods, 
“ wares  and  merchandize , at  the 
“ town,  and  wdthin  the  harbour  of 
“ Koftcn,  in  the  province  of  Maffa- 
“ chufetts-Bay,  in  North  Ameri- 
“ ca.”  Another  intituled,  “ A11 
“ act  for  the  better  regulating  the 
“ government  of  the  province  of 
“ the  Malrtachurtetts-Bay,  in  New- 
“ England.”  And  anolherintitui- 
ed,  “ An  aft  for  the  impartial  ad- 
“ miniftration  of  juftice,  in  the 
“ cafes  of  perfoiis  queftioned  for 
“ any  aft  done  by  them  in  the  exe- 
“ ention  of  the  law,  or  for  the  l’np- 
“ predion  of  riots  and  tumults,  in 
“ the  province  of  the  Maflachu- 
“ fetts-F.ay,  in  New'- England.” 
And  another  ftatute  was  then  made, 
‘ * For  making  more  effectual  provi  - 
“ ficn  for  the  government  of  the 
“ province  of  Quebec,  &c.”  All 
which  ftatutes  are  impolitic,  unjull 
and  cruel,  as  well  as  unconititu- 
tional,  and  molt  dangerous  and  de- 
ftruftiveof  American  rights. 

And  whereas,  alFemblies  have 
been  frequently  diflblved,  contrary 
to  the  rights  of  the  people,  when 
Uiey 
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itfelf,  I Hull  give  it  in  the  very  words  of  the  colonies,' 
and  leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  every  reader,  to  de- 
termine of  it  as  he  may  judge  proper. 


We,  his  majefty’s  mod  loyal  fuhje&s,  the  delegates 
of  the  feveral  colonies  of  New-Hampfliire,  Maflachu- 
fett’s  Bay,  Rhode-Illand,  Connecticut,  New-York, 
New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the  Three  Lower  Coun- 
ties 


they  attempted  to  deliberate  on 
grievances ; and  their  dutiful,  hum- 
ble, loyal,  and  reafonable  petitions 
to  the  crown  for  redrefs,  have  been 
repeatedly  treated  with  contempt 
by  his  majefty’s  miniftevs  of  Hate. 

The  good  people  of  the  feveral 
colonies  of  New-Hampfhire,  Maf- 
fachufett’s-Eay,  Rhode-lCaml,  and 
Providence  plantations,  Connec- 
ticut.  New  York,  New  Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania,  Newcaltle,  Kent  and 
Suflex  on  the  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  NorthCarolina  and  South 
Carolina,  juftly  alarmed  at  thele  ar- 
bitrary proceedings  of  parliament 
and  adminiftration,  have  feverally 
el  vclcd , conftituted , and  appointed 
deputies  to  meet  and  fit  in  general 
congrefs  in  tl.e  city  of  Philadelphia, 
in  order  to  obtain  fuch  eftablifh- 
ment  as  tliat  their  religion,  laws.ard 
liberties  may  not  be  fubverted: 
Whereupon  the  deputies  fo  ap- 
pointed being  now  ailemblcd  in  a full 
and  free  reprefentation  of  thele  co- 
lonies, taking  into  their  moft  feriolis 
confideration  the  belt  means  of  at- 
taining the  ends  aforelaid  do  in 
the  fir  ft  place,  as  Englilhjnen  tiieir 
anceftors  in  like  cafes  have  ufuaily 
done,  for  aflerting  and  vindicating 
tbeir  rights  and  liberties,  D E- 
C 1.  A R E. 

That  the  inhabitants  of  the  Eng- 
lifli  colonies  in  North  America,  by 
tin  immutable  laws  of  nature,  tlie 


principles  of  the  Englifli  conftitu- 
tion,  and  the  feveral  charters  or 
compacts,  have  the  following 
RIGHTS 

Ref'Jved,  N.  C.  D.  1.  That  they 
are  entitled  to  life,  liberty,  and  pro- 
pert)'  ; and  they  have  never  ceded 
to  any  fovereign  po\\  er  whatever,  a 
right  to  difjxjfe  of  either  without 
their  content. 

Reflfoed,  N.  C.  D.  2.  That  our 
anceftors,  who  firft  fettled  thefe 
colonies,  were  at  the  time  of  their 
emigration  from  the  mother  coun- 
try, entitled  to  all  the  rights,  liber- 
ties and  immunities  of  free  and 
natural  U rn  fubjects,  within  the 
realm  of  England. 

Refolded,  N.  C.  D.  3.  That  by 
fuch  emigration  they  by  no  means 
forfeited,  furrendered,  or  loft  any 
of  tliofe  rights,  but  that  they  were, 
and  their  defeendants  now  are,  en- 
titled to  the  exercife  and  enjoyment 
of  all  fuch  of  them,  as  their  local 
and  other  circumftanqes  enable  them 
to  exercife  and  enjoy. 

Refbhed,  4.  Tliat  the  foundation 
of  Englifli  liberty  and  of  all  free 
government,  is  a right  in  the  people 
to  participate  in  their  legitlatne 
council : and  as  the  Englifli  rolo- 
nifts  arc  not  reprefented,  and  front 
their  local  end  other drcumftances 
cannot  properly  be  reprefented  in 
the  Eritifh  parliament,  they  are  en- 
titled to  a free  aud  exdtifive  power 

Jt 


Digitized  by  Google 


372 


HISTORY  OF  , A.  D.  i fib 

ties  of  Neweaftle,  Kent,  and  Suflex,  on  Delaware* 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  South-Carb- 
lina,  deputed  to  reprefent  them  in  a continental  Coni 
grefs,  held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  fifth 
day  of  September,  1774,  avowing  oyr  allegiance  td 
his  majefty,  our  afFeflion  and  regard  for  olir  fellow- 
fubjefts  in  Great  Britain  and  elfewhere,  affefted  with 
the  deeped:  anxiety,  suid  mod  alarming  apprehenfions 
at  thofe  grievances  and  didredes,  with  which  his  Inai 
jedy’s  American  fubjefts  are  oppred'ed,  and  having 
taken  uuder  our  mod  lerious  deliberation,  the  date  of 
the  whole  continent,  find,  that  the  prefent  unhappy 

fituation 


bf  Iegidation  in  their  feveral  pro- 
vincial legiflatnre--,  where  their 
right  of  reprefentation  can  alone 
be  preferven,  in  all  cafes  of  taxa- 
tion and  internal  polity,  fubjedl  on- 
ly to  the  negative  of  their  fbve- 
rtign.in  fuch  manner  as  has  been 
heretofore  accuflemed : But  from 
the  neceffity  of  the  cafe,  and  a re- 
gard to  the  mutual  interells  of  both 
countries,  we  cheaifully  confent  to 
the  operation  of  fuch  afts  of  the 
Britifft  parliament  as  are  bona  fide, 
rdtrained  to  the  regulation  of  our 
external  commerce,  for  the  purpefe 
of  fecuring  the  commercial  advan- 
tages of  the  whole  empire  to  the 
mother  country,  and  the  com- 
mercial benefits  of  its  refpeftive, 
members,  excluding  every  idea  of 
taxation,  internal  or  external,  for 
railing  a revenue  on  the  fi;bje£ts  iii 
America  Without  their  confent. 

Revived,  N.C.D.  .7.  That  the 
refpe&ive  colonies  are  entitled  to 
the  common  law  of  England,  and 
more  efitecially  to  the  "great  and 
iueftimable  privilege  of  being  tried 
by  their  peers  in  the  vicinage,  ac- 
cording to  the  courle  of  tltat  law. 

_ Repjhed,  6.  That  they  are  en- 
titled to  the  benefit  of  fuch  of  the 
Rnelifh  fiat  sites,  as  ex  i I ted  at  the 
time  of  their  colozination ; and 


refpeftively  found  to  be  applicable 
to  their  feveral  local  and  other  cir- 
cum  fiances. 

Reji iked,  N.  C.  D 7.  That  thefe,  hi3 
rna)efiy’s  colonics,  are  likewife  en- 
titled to  all  the  immunities  and  privi- 
leges granted  and  confirmed  to  them 
by  royal  charters,  orfectired  by  their 
feveral  codes  of  provincial  laws. 

Replied,  N.  C.  D.  8.  That  they 
have  a right  peaceably  to  afiemble; 
confider  of  their  grievances,  and 
petition  the  king ; and  that  all  pro- 
lecutions,  prohibitory  proclama- 
tions and  commitments  for  the 
fame,  are  illegal. 

Refoked,  N.  C.  D.  9.  That  the 
keeping  a Handing  army  m tliele 
colonies,  in  times  of  peace,  without 
the  confent  of  the  legiilatnre  of  that 
colony,  in  which  the  army  is  kept; 
is  sgainft  law. 

Ref, Red,  N.  C.  D.  10.  It  is  indil- 
penfably  neceCary  to  good  govern- 
ment, and  rendered  efieutial  by 
the  Englifii  conftitution,  that  the 
cohftituent  branches  of  the  legifla- 
ture  be  independent  of  eacli  other  ; 
that,  therefore,  the  exercife  of  le- 
giflative  power  in  feveral  colonies, 
by  a council  appointed,  during 
lealure,  by  the  crown,  is  uncon- 
itutional,  dangerous,  and  defini- 
tive 
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iituation  of  our  affairs,  is  occafioned  by  a ruinous  fyf- 
tem  of  colony  adminilfrarion  adopted  by  the  Britilh 
minidry  about  the  year  1762,  evidently  calculated  for 
inflaving  thefe  colonies,  and  with  them,  the  Britilh 
empire.  In  profecution  of  -which  fydem,  various  a£ls 
of  parliament  have  been  palled  for  railing  a revenue 
in  America,  for  depriving  the  American  fubje&s,  in 
many  indances,  of  the  conditional  trial  by  jury,  ex- 
poling  their  lives  to  danger,  by  dire&ing  a new  and 
illegal  trial  beyond  the  feas,  for  crimes  alledged  to 
have  been  committed  in  America:  And  in  profecution 
of  the  fume  fyltem,  feveral  late  cruel,  and  opprellivc 

afts 


tive  to  the  freedom  of  American 
legillat  ion. 

All  and  each  of  which,  the  afore- 
faid  deputies  in  behalf  of  tliem- 
felves,  and  their  conllitnents,  do 
claim,  demand,  anti  inlift  on,  as 
their  indubitable  rights  and  liber- 
ties ; which  cannot  be  legally  taken 
from  them,  altered  or  abridged  by 
any  power  whatever,  without  their 
own  content,  by  their  reprefenta- 
tives  in  their  feveral  provincial  le- 
gillatures. 

in  the  courfe  of  our  inquiry,  we 
find  many  infringements  and  vio- 
lations of  .the  foregoing  rights ; 
which,  from  an  ardent  defire  that 
harmony  and  mutual  intercourle 
of  affection  and  intereft  may  be  re- 
ftored,  we  pafs  over  for  the  prefent, 
and  proceed  to  llate  fuch  a<5fs  and 
mealiires  as  have  been  adopted  (ince 
the  lalt  war,  which  clem  on  (irate  a 
fyftem  formed  to  enflave  America. 

Refolved,  N.  C.  D.  That  the  fol- 
lowing aits  of  parliament  are  in- 
fringements apd  violations  of  the 
eights  of  the  coloniits  ; and  that 
the  repeal  of  them  is  eflentially 
neceffary,  in  order  to  re  (tors  har- 
mony between  Great  Britain  and 
the  American  colonies,  viz. 

The  feveral  aits  of 4,  George  III. 
ch.  15.  andch.  34.--. — 5,  Geo.  111. 


ch.  2S.---6,  Geo.  III.  ch.  52.- — 7, 
Geo.  1 1 1,  ch.  41  and  ch.  46.  -8,  Geo. 
111.  ch.  22.  wliich  impole  duties  for 
the  purpofe  of  railing  a revenue 
in  America,  extend  the  powers  of 
the  admiralty  courts  beyond  their 
ancient  limits,  deprive  the  Ameri- 
can fubject  of  trial  by  jury,  autho- 
rife  the  judges  certificate  to  indem- 
nify the  profecutor  from  damages, 
that  he  might  other  wife  be  liable  to, 
requiring  oppreflive  fecurity  from 
a claimant  of  (hips  and  goods  fcized, 
before  he  (hall  be  allowed  to  de- 
fend his  property,  and  are  fubver- 
iiveof  American  rights. 

Alio,  12  Geo.  111.  ch.  24.  intitul- 
ed “ An  ait  for  the  better  fectiring 
“ his  majelty’s  dock  yards,  msga- 
“ zines,  fliips,  ammunition  and 
“ ftores.”  Which  declares  a new 
offence  in  America,  and  deprives 
the  American  fubjeil  of  a conltitu- 
tional  trial  by  jury  of  the  vicinage, 
by  authorifmg  the  trial  ofauy  perfou 
charged  with  tile  committing  of 
any  offence  deferihed  in  the  faid 
ait  out  of  the  realm,  to  be  indicted 
and  tried  for  tiie  fame  in  any  fibre 
or  county  within  die  realm. 

Alio  the  three  aits  palled  in  tl.e 
lalt  leflion  of  parliament,  for  Hop- 
ping tiie  port  and  blocking  up  1 ne 
harbour  of  Bolton,  for  altering  foe 
charter 
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afts  have  been  palTed  refpefting  the  town  of  Bofton 
and  the  MaiTachufett’s-Bay,  and  alfo  an  aft  for  ex- 
tending the  province  of  Quebec,  fo  as  to  border  on 
the  weftern  frontiers  of  tiiefe  colonies,  eflablifliing 
an  arbitrary  government  therein,  anddifcouraging  the 
fettlement  of  Britilh  fubjefts  in  that  wide  extended 
country  ; thus  by  the  influence  of  civil  principles  and 
ancient  prejudices,  todifpofe  the  inhabitants  to  aft  with 
hoflility  againlt  the  free  proteflant  colonies,  whenever 
a wicked  miniftry  fliall  chufe  fo  to  direft  them. 

To  obtain  redrefs  of  thefegrievances,  which  threat? 


en  deli rpft ion  to  the  lives, 


charter  and  government  of  MafTa- 
chufett’s-Bry,  and  that  which  is  in- 
tituled, “ An  at!  for  the  better  ad- 
miniitralion  of  juftice,  &e.” 

Alfo  the  act  pafled  in  the  fame 
fellion  for  eftnlilifhi ng  the  Roman 
catholic  religion  in  the  province  of 
<inebec,  abol idling  the  equitable 
fylheni  of  Engl i Hi  laws,  and  erecting 
a tyranny  there,  to  the  great  dan- 
ger, from  fo  total  a diffimiliarity  of 
r.f  religion,  law.  .nd  government  to 
the  neighbouring,  llritifh  colonies, 
by  the  ailiftancc  of  v hole  blood 
and  tresfure  the  fa  id  country  was 
conquered  from  France. 

Alfo  the  act  palled  iu  the  fame 
feffion  for  the  better  nro\  iding 
fuitable  quarters  for  officers  ami 
foldiers  In  his  majefly’s  fervice  in 
North  America. 

Alfa,  that  the  keeping  a fend- 
ing army  in  feveral  of  thefe  co- 
lonies, in  the  time  of  pence,  with- 
out the  content  of  the  l.’giflature  of 
that  colony  in  which  tiich  army  is 
kept,  is  againlt  lav.-. 

The  Congrefs,  from  rime-to  time, 

palled  the  following  Refolves  : 

RcJ'-l-fd,  That  this  Congrcfs  dp 
approve  of  the  oppolition  made  by 
tr.i;  inhabitant'  of  the  JVlaflhrhir- 
fett’s-Eay,  to  the  execution  of  the 


liberty,  and  property  of 
his 

the  late  aiSt-  of  parliament ; and  if 
the  (ante  (hall  lie  attempted  to  be 
carried  into  execution  by  force,  in 
fuch  cafe,  all  America  ought  to 
fupport  them  in  their  oppolition. 

Kefiihed,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  body,  that  the  removal  qf 
the  people  of  Bofton  into  the  coun- 
try, would  be,  not  only  extremely 
difficult  in  the  -execution,  but  fo 
important  in  its  confequences,  as  to 
mm  ire  the  utmoft  deliberation 
before  it  is  adopted.  But  in  cafe 
tlie  provincial  meeting  of  that 
colony  fliall  judge  it  abftjlutely  necef- 
fary,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Con: 
grels,  that  ail  America  ought  to 
contribute  towards  recomprnfmg 
them  for  the  injury  they  may  there- 
by fuftain  ; and  it  will  be  rt  com- 
mended accordingly. 

Ref  ihe4.  That  this  Congrefs  do 
recommend  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  colony  of  the  RlaHhcbufett’s- 
Bay,  to  fubmit  to  a folpenlion  of 
the  adminilfrat  ion  of  julhce.  where 
it  cannot  be  procured  in  a legal 
and  peaceable  manner,  under  the 
rules  of  the  charter,  and  the  laws 
founded  thereon,  until  the  effect;  of 
our  application  for  a repeal  of 
the  acts  by  which  their  charter 
rights  are  infringed,  is  known. 

Refilled, 
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His  majefly’s  fubje&s  in  North-America,  we  were  of 
Opinion,  that  a non-importation,  non-confumption,  and 
rion-exporration  agreement,  faithfully  adhered,  to 
tvill  prove  the  moil  fpeedy,  effectual,  and  peaceable 
meafure : And  therefore  we  do,  for  ourfelves  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  feveral  colonies,  whom  we  repre- 
fent,  firmly  agree  and  afTociate  under  the  facred  ties 
bf  virtiie,  honour,  and  love  of  ohr  country  as  follows, 

Firjl,  That  from  and  after  the  firfl  day  of  December 
faext,  we  will  not  import  into  Britilli  America,’ 

2 B from 


Refived  unate  moujly,  That  every 
perfon  or  perfons  whomfbever, 
who  fhall  tike,  accept,  or  aft  un- 
der any  commillion  or  authority, 
in  a) iv  wife  derived  from  the  aft 
paHed  in  the  daft  fellion  of  parlia- 
ment, changing  the  form  of  go- 
vernment, and  violating  the  charter 
of  the  province  pf  MafTachufett’s- 
Bay,  ought  to  be  held  in  detefta- 
tioii  and  ahhorrence  by  all,  good 
men,  and  conlidered  as  the  wicked 
tools  of  that  defpotifm,  which  is 
preparing  to  derfroy  thofe  rights, 
which  God,  nature,  and  conipaft 
Iiath  given  to  Americai 

Refolded  unatiimaujly , That  the 
people  of  Rollon  and  the  Mafia, 
thulett’s-Bay,  be  advifed  dill  to 
conduft  themfelves  peaceably  to. 
Wards  his  excellency  General 
page,  and  his  majefty’s  troops 
now  Rationed  in  tlie  town  of  Bof- 
lon,  as  far  as  can  poflibly  confifl 
with  their  immediate  fafety  and 
fhe  fec'Jrity  of  the  town  ; avoiding 
and  difcountenancing  every  viola- 
tion of  his  majefly’s  property,  or 
hnv  lilfult  to  his  troops  ; and  that 
they  peaceably  and  firmly  perfe- 
vere  in  the  line  iri  which  they  are 
how  conducting  themfelves  on  the 
defenfive. 

Ref  dved.  That  the  feizing,  or 
attempting  to  feize,  any  perfon  in 


America,  in  order  to  tranfjiort  fucli 
perfon  beyond  the  lea,  for  trial  of 
offences  committed  within-  the 
body  of  a county  in  America,  be- 
ing againfl  law,  mvill  iuflify,  and 
pught  to  meet  with  refinance  and 
reprifal. 

Saturday,  Ofluber  22. 

Ref  lived.  As  the  opinion  of  the 
Congrefs,  that  it  will  be  neeeflary 
that  a Congrefs  fhould  be  held  on 
the  loth  day  of  May  next,  unlefs  the 
redrefs.  of  grievances,  which  we 
have  defired,  be  obtained  before 
that  time.:— -And  we  recommend 
that  the  fame  be  held  at  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  and  that  all  the  colo- 
nies in  North  America  carafe  de- 
puties as  foon  as  poflible  to  attend 
ltich  Congrefs. 

. • TuefJay,  Oflober  25. 

Ref  dyed.  That  the  Congrefs  in 
their  own  names,  and  in  behalf  of 
all  thofe  whom  they  reprefent,  do 
prefent  their  grateful  acknowledge- 
ments to  thofe  timely  noble, 
lionourable,  and  patriotic  advo- 
cates of  civil  and  ref  gious  liberty  ; 
who  have  fo  generouiuy  and  pow- 
erfidly, , though  uufuccelstully, 
efjxtufed  and  defended  the  eanfe 
of  America,  both  in  and  out  of 
parliament. 
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Irom  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  any  goods,  wares  or 
merchandize  whatfoever,  or  from  any  other  place  any 
fuch  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  as  {hall  have  been 
exported  from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland;  nor  will  we, 
tjfter  that  day,  import  any  Baft  India  tea  from  any 
part  of  the  world nor  any  mobiles,  fyrups,  paneles, 
coffee  or  piemento,  from  the  Britiflr  plantations,  or 
from  Dominica  ; nor  wines  from  Maderia,  or  the 
Wcftern  Blands  ; nor  foreign  indigo. 

Second , That  we  will  neither  import,  nor  purchafe 
any  Have  imported,  after  the  firft  day  of  December 
next;  after  which  time,  we  will  wholly  difeontinue 
the  flave  trade,  and  will  neither  be  concerned  in  it 
ourfelves,  nor  will  we  hire  our  veffels,  nor  fell  our 
commodities  or  manufactures  to  thofe  who  are  con- 
cerned in  it. 

‘Third,  As  a non-confumptton  agreement,  ftriCHy 
adhered  to,  will  be  an  effectual  fecurfty  for  the  obfer- 
.vation  of  the  non-importation,  we,  as  above,  folemn- 
ly  agree  and  aflbeiate,  that,  from  this  day,  we  will 
not  purchafe  or  ufe  any  tea  imported  on  account  of 
the  Eaft  India  company,  or  any  on  which  a duty  hath 
been  or  {hall  be  paid  ; and  from  and  after  the  firft  day 
of  March  next,  we  will  not  purchafe  or  ufe  any 
Eaft  India  tea  whatever,  nor  will  we,  nor  {hall  any 
'perfon  for  or  under  us,  purchafe  or  ufe,  any  of 
thofe  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  we  have  agreed 
not  to  import,  which'we  {hall  know  or  have  caufe  to 
fufpeO,  were  imported  after  the  firft  day  of  Decem- 
ber, except  fuch  as  come  under  the  rules  and  direc- 
tions of  the  tenth  article  hereafter  mentioned. 

Fourth , The  earneft  defire  we  have,  not  to  injure 
our  feliow-fubjeCls  in  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  or  the 
Weft-Indies,  induces  us  to  fufpend  a non-exportation, 
until  the  tenth  day  of  September  1775;  at  which 
time,  if  the  fuidafts  and  parts  of  aCrs  of  the  Britilh  par- 
liament. 
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Jiamerit,  herein  after  mentioned,  are  not  repealed,  we 
will  not,  direftly  or  indirectly,  export  any  merchandize 
or  commodity  whatsoever  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland, 
or  the  Weft-Indies,  except  rice  to  Europe. 

Fifth;-  Such  as  are  merchants,  and  life  the  Brkifli 
and  Irifh  trade,  will  give  orders,  as  foon  as  pollible, 
to  their  faftors,  agents,  and  correspondents,  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  not  to  (hip  any  goods  to  them,  on 
any  pretence  whatfoever,  as  they  cannot  be  received 
in  America  ; and  if  any  merchant,  refiding  in  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland,  Shall  direftly  or  indireftly  Ship  any 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  for  America,  in  order 
to  break  the  faid  non-importation  agreement,  or  in  any 
manner  contravene  the  fame,  on  fuch  unworthy  con- 
duct being  well  attefted,  it  ought  to  be  made  public  ; 
and,  on  the  fame  being  fo  done,  we  will  not  from 
thenceforth  have  any  commercial  connexion  with  fuch 
merchant. 

Sixth,  That  fuch  as  are  owners  of  veftels  will  give 
pofitive  orders  to  their  captains  or  mafters,  not  to 
receive  on  board  their  veSTels  ’any  goods  prohibited 
by  the  faid  non-importation  agreement,  on  pain  of 
immediate  difiniflion  from  their  fervice. 

Seventh,  We  will  ufe  our  utmoft  endeavours  to  im- 
prove the  breed  of  Sheep  and  increafe  their  number 
to  the  greateft  extent,  and  to  that  end,  we  will  kill 
them  as  fparingly  as  may  be,  efpecially  thofeof  the  meft 
profitable  kind;  nor  will  wre  export  any  to  the  Weft- 
Indies  or  elfewhere;  and  thofe  of  us  who  are  or  may 
become  over-ftocked  with,  or  can  conveniently  fpare 
any  Sheep,  will  difpofe  of  them  to  our  neighbours, 
efpecially  to  the  poorer  fort,  on  moderate  terms. 

Eighth,  That  we  will  in  our  feveral  Stations  encou- 
rage frugality,  oeconomy,  and  induftry;  and  promote 
agriculture,  arts  and  the  manufactures  of  this  country, 
efpecially  that  of  woqI;  and  will  difcour.tenar-ce  and 

, ■ difeoarage 


Digitized  by  Google 


37?  HISTORY  OF  A-  D. i77f 

difcourage  every  fpecies  of  extravagance  and  diffipar 
tion,  efpecially  ail  horfe-racing,  and  all  kinds  of  gam- 
ing, cock-fighting,  exhibitions’  of  Ihews,  plays,  and 
other  expapfive  diverfions  and  entertainments.  And 
on  the  death  of  any  relation  or  friend,  none  of  us,  oi: 
any  of  our  families,  will  go  into  any  further  mourn- 
ing drefs,  than  a black  crape  or  ribbon  on  the  arm  or 
hat  for  gentlemen,  and  a black  ribbon  or  necklace  for 
ladies,  and  we  will  difeontinue  the  giving  of  gloves  and 
/carfs  at  funerals. 

Ninth,  That  fuch  as  are  venders  of  goods  or  mer- 
chandize, will  not  take  advantage  of  the  fcarcity  of 
goods  that  may  be  occafioned  by  this  affociation,  but 
will  fell  the  fame  at  the  rates  we  have  been  refpeftivc- 
ly  accuftomed  to  do,  for  twelve  months  laft  part. — 
And  if  any  vender  of  goods  or  merchandize,  {hall  fell 
any  fuch  goods  on  higher  terms,  or  {hall  in  any  man- 
ner, or  by  any  device  whatfoever,  violate  or  depart 
from  this  agreement,  no  perfon  ought,  nor  will  any  of 
us  deal  with  any  fuch  perfon,  or  hi§,  orherfa&oror 
agent,  at  any  time  thereafter,  for  any  commodity 
whatever. 

Tenth,  In  cafe  any  merchant,  trader,  or  other  per- 
fons  {hall  export  any  goods  or  merchandize  after  the 
firft  day  of  December,  and  before  the  firft  day  of 
February  next,  the  fame  ought  forthwith  at  the  elec- 
tion of  the  owner,  to  be  either  re-lhipped  ordelivered 
up  to  the  committee  of  the  county  or  tpwn  wherein 
they  {hall  be  imported,  to  be  ftored  at  the  rifque  of 
the  importer,  until  the  non-importation  agreement 
‘{hall  ceafe,  or  be  fold  under  the  dire&ion  of  the  com- 
mittee aforefaid  ; and  in  the  laft  mentioned  cafe,  the 
owner  or  owner  of  fuch  goods,  {hall  be  reimburfed 
(out  of  the  fales)  the  firft  coft  and  charges,  the  profit, 
if  any,  to  be  applied  towards  relieving  and  employing 
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fuch  ppor  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Bofton,  as  are 
immediate  fufferers  by  the  Bofton  port  bill ; and  a 
particular  account  of  all  goods  fo  returned,  ftored,  or 
fold,  to  be  inferred  in  the  public  papers ; and  if  any 
goods  or  merchandizes  lhall  be  imported  after  the 
firft  day  of  February,  the  fame  ought  forthwith 
to  be  fent  back  again,  without  breaking  any  of  the 
packages  thereof. 

Eleventh,  That  a committee  be  chofen  in  every 
county,  city  and  town,  by  thofe  who  are  qualified  to 
vote  for  reprefentatives  in  the  legiflature,  wliofe  bufi- 
ncfs  it  lhall  be,  attentively  to  obferve  the  condutt  of  ail 
perfons  touching  the  aflfociation;  and  when  it  lhall  be 
made  to  appear  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  a majority  of 
any  fuch  committee,  that  any  perfon  within  the  limits 
of  their  appointment  has  violated  this  aftociation,  that 
fuch  majority  do  forthwith  caufe  the  truth  of  the  cafe 
to  be  publiflted  in  the  gazette,  to  the  end,  that  all 
fuch  foes  to  the  rights  of  Britilh  America  may  be 
publicly 'known,  and  univerfally  contemned  as  the  ene- 
mies pf  American  liberty  ; and  thenceforth  we  refpec- 
tively  will  break  off  all  dealings  with  him  or  her. 

\ Twelfth , That  the  committee  of  correfpondence  in 
the  refpective  colonies  do  frequently  infpeft  the  en- 
tries of  their  cuftom-houfes,  and  inform  each  other 
from  time  to  time  of  the  true  ftate  thereof,  and  of 
every  other  material  circumftance  that  may  occur  Re- 
lative to  this  aflbciation. 

Thirteenth,  That  all  manufa&ures  of  this  country 
be  fold  at  reafonable  prices,  fo  that  no  undue  advan- 
tage be  taken  of  a future  fearcity  of  goods. 

Fourteenth,  And  we  do  further  agree  and  refolve, 
that  we  will  have  no  trade,  commerce,  dealings  or 
|ntercourfe  whatfoever,  with  any  colony  or  province 
in  North  America,  which  lhall  not  accede  to,  or  which 

‘ ’ ' ' ' lhall 
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lhall  hereafter  violate  this  affociation,  buf  will  hold 
them  as  unworthy  of  the  rights  of  freemen,  and  as 
inimical  to  the  liberties  of  theircountry. 

And  we  do  folemnly  bind  ourfelves  and  our  confti- 
tuents,  under  the  ties  aforefaid,  to  adhere  to  this  . 
affociation  until  fuch  parts  6f  the  feveral  afts  of  par- 
liament palled  fince  the  clofe  of  laft  war,  as  impofe 
or  continue  duties  on  tea,  wine',  molalTes,  fyrups, 
paneles,  coffee,  fugar,piemento,  indigo,  foreign  paper, 
glafs  and  painter  colours,  imported  into ' America, 
and  extend  the  powers  of  .the  admiralty  courts  be- 
yond their  ancient  limits, ‘deprive  the  American  fub- 
jeft  of  trial  by  jury,  authorife  the  judge’s  certificate  to 
indemnify  the  profecutor  from  damages,  rhat  he 
might  otherwife  be  liable  to,  from  a trial  by  his  peers, 
require  oppreifive  fecurity  from  a claimant  of  fhips  Or 
goods  feized  before  he  lhall  be  allowed  to  defend 
his  property,  are  repealed.— And  until  that  part  of  the 
aft  of  the  12.  Geo.  3.  ch.  24.  intituled,  “ An  aft  for 
the  better  fecuring  his  majefty’s  dock-yards,  maga- 
zines, flaips,  ammunition,  and  llores,  ” by  which,  any 
perfons  charged  with  committing  any  of  the  crimes 
therein  defcribed,  in  America,  may  be  tried  in  any 
Ihire  or  county  within  the  realm,  is  repealed. — And 
until  the  four  afts  paffed  in  the  laft  feftion  of  parlia- 
ment, viz.  that  for  flopping  the  port  and  blocking  up 
the  harbour  of  Bofton. — That  for  altering  the  charter 
and  government  of  the  Maffachufett’s-Bay. — And  that 
which  is  intituled,  “ An  aft  for  the  better  adminiftra- 
tion  ofjuftice,  &c.  ” arc  repealed.  And  we  re- 
commend it  to  the  provincial  conventions,  and  to  the 
committees  in  the  reipeftivc  colonies,  to  eftablilh  fuch 
farther  regulations  as  they  may  think  proper,  for  car- 
rying into  execution  this  affociation. 

The 
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The  foregoing  affociation  determined  upon  by 
the  Congrefs,  was  ordered  to  be  fubfcribed  by  the 
feveral  members  thereof  j to  which  they  fet  their 


names 


In  their  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain, 
they  iniift  upon  their  right  of  Britifh  fubje&s,  and 
affirm  that  no  power  on  earth  has  a right  to  take  away 
t^ieir  property  without  their  confent ; and  they  claim 
all  the  rights  fecured  to  fubjetts  by  the  Englilh  con- 
ftitution,  efpecially  that  invaluable  one  of  trial  by  jury. 

They 


* In  Congrefs,  Philadelphia,  Oil. 
20,  1774. 

Signed, 

Peyton RandoCph,  Prejident. ' 
New-Hanpflure, 

John  Sullivan 
Nathaniel  Folfom. 

JVIatjachufett' s- Bay. 

Thomas  tihifhing 
Samuel  Adams 

John  Adams 
Lobert- Treat  Paine. 

Rj'rjde-JjlanJ. 

Stephen  Hopkins 
Samuel  Ward. 

Connecticut, 

Eliphalet  Dyer 
Roger  Sherman  . . 

Silas  Deane. 

New-Yvrk. 

Ifaac  Low 
John  Allbp 
John  Jay 
James  Duane 
William  Floyd 
Henry  Weifuer 
S.  Eoerum. 

Ne-iV-Jerfey, 

James  Kinfey 
William  Liviugfton 
•Stephen  Crane 
Richard  Smith. 

Penufylvania. 

Jofeph  Galloway 


John  Dhkinlbn 
Charles  Humphreys 
Thomas  Mifflin 
Edward  Biddle 
Jojin  Morton 
George  Rofs. 

NeweaJUe,  t lac, 
Crefar  Rodney 
Thomas  M*  Kean 
George  Read. 

Maryland. 
Matthew  Tilchinan 
Thomas  Jolmfon 
William  Paca 
Samuel  Cliafe. 

Virgima. 
Richard  Henry  Lee 
George  Walhington 
P.  Henry,  jun. 

Richard  Bland 
Benjamin  Harrifon 
Edmund  Pendleton. 

North ■ Carolina. 
William  Hooper 
Jofeph  Hcwes 
R.  Cafwell. 

South-Carclintt. 
Henry  Middleton 
Thomas  Lynch' 
Chriftopiher  Gadlen 
Jolrn  Rutledge 
Edward  Rutledge. 
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They  eonfider  it  eflential  to  f.nglifli  liberty  that  no. 
man  be  condemned  unheard,  or  punilhed  for  fu'ppofed 
offences,  without  having  in  opportunity  of  making  his 
defence.  They  give  it  as  their  opinion  that"  the  Je- 
giflature  of  Great  Britain  is  not  autho.rifed  by  the 
conftitution  to  eftablilh  a religion  fraught  with  fangiii- 
nary  and  impious  tenets,  or  to  ereft  art  arbitrary  form 
of  government  in  any  quarter  of  the  globe.  ^They^ 
eonfider  the  proprietors  of  the  foil  in  America  as  much 
mailers  of  their  own  property,  as  thofe  of  Great 
Britain  are,  and  affirm  that  they  are  not  bound  to  fub- 
mit  to  any  parliament  not  of  their  own  election. 
They  infill  that  the  intervention  of  the  fea  which  di- 
vides America  from  Britain,  can  make  no  difyarity  in 
rights;  nor  can  the  diftance  of  three  thoufand  miles 
from  the  royal  palace,  make  the  rights  of  fubje&s  lefs 
than  the  diftance  of  three  hundred  miles.  Reafon,' 
they  declare,  looks  with  indignation  bn  fuch  diftinc- 
tions,  and  free  fubjefts  can  never  perceive  their  pro- 
priety. They  exprefs  their  amazement  at  the  preten- 
fions  of  the  Britilh  parliament  to  bind  them  in  all 
cafes  whatfoever  without  exception,  without  their 
confent,  and  to  take  and  ufe  their  property  when,; 
and  in  what  manner  thdy  pleafe  : and  to  make  the 
colonifts  penfioners  on  their  bounty,  and  that  they  can 
hold  it  no  longer  than  they  vouchfafe  to  permit. 
Such  declarations  they  eonfider  as  herefies  in  Enghlh 
politics,  which  can  no  more  operate  to  deprive  them 
of  their  property,  than  the  interdi&s  of  the  Pope  can 
diveft  kings  of  their  feeptres,  which  the  laws  of  the 
land,  and  the  voice  of  the  people,  have  placed  in  their 


They  attribute  the  plan  for  enfiaving  them  .to  that 
minifter  and  his  affociates,  who  made  the  late  inglori- 
ous peace,  and  declare  that  ever  fince  that  time,  that 
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fcheme  of  oppreflion  has  been  pertinacioufly  carrying 
into  execution.  In  this  addrefsthey  next  appeal  to  the 
mother  country,  how  patiently  they  hare  fuffered  the 
jreflraint  up.ojn  their  trade  in  every  way  that  could  con- 
duce to  the  emolument  of  Britain.  Say  they,  you 
have  exerc'ifed  unbounded  authority  over  the  fea  j 
you  have  named  the  ports  and  nations  to  which  alone 
our  merchandize  fhould  be  canned,  and  with  whom 
alone  we  (hould  trade  ; and  though  fome  of  thefe  re- 
ftriftions  were  grievous^  yve  neverthelefs  did  pot  com- 
plain ; w re  looked  up  to  you  as  our  parent  ftate,  to 
which  we  were  bound  by  the  ftrongeft  ties,  and  were 
jhappy  in  being  inftrumental  to  your  profperity  and 
grandeur.  They  warmly  call  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
Britain  to  bear  witnefs  to  their  loyalty,  and  attach- 
ment t<?  the  common  interefts  of  the  whole  empire, 
and  appeal  to  them  if  they  did  not,  in  the  laft  war, 
add  all  the  flrength  of  the  American  continent  to  the 
force  which  repelled  the  common  enemy.  Did  we 
not,  fay  they,  leave  our  native  fliores,  and  meet  dif- 
,eafe  and  death  to  promote  the  fuccefs  of  the  Britifh 
arms  in  foreign  climates?  And  did  not  you  thank  us 
for  our  zeal,  and  even  reimburfe  us  large  fums  of 
money,  which  you  confelTed  we  had  advanced  beyond 
pur  proportion,  and  far  beyond  our  abilities  i To 
what  caufes  then,  are  we  to  attribute  tins  fudden 
change  of  treatment,  and  that  fyftem  of  llavery  which 
was  prepared  for  us  at  the  reftoration  of  the  peace 
They  add,  before  we  had  recovered  from  the  dif- 
trcfles  which  ever  attend  war,  an  attempt  was  made 
to  drain  our  country  of  money  by  the  opprefiive  ftamp 
aft.  Painted  glafs,  and  other  commodities,  which 
you  would  not  permit  us  to  purchafe  of  other  nations, 
were  taxed  : Nay,  though  no  wine  is  made  in  any 
country  fubjeft  to  the  Britiftt  ftate,  you' prohibited  us 
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from  procuring  it  of  foreigners,  without  paying  a tax 
itnpofed  by  your  parliament  on  all  we  imported, 
Thefe,  fay  they,  and  many  other  impofitions,  were 
laid  upon  us  unjuftly  and  unconftitutionally,  for  the 
exprefs  purpofe  of  railing  a revenue,  In  order  to 
filence  complaint,  it  was  indeed  provided  that  thi$ 
revenue  Ihould  be  expended  in  America  for  its  pro- 
tection and  defence,  But,  fay  they,  thefe  exa&ions, 
however,  can  receive  no  juftification  from  a pretended 
neceffity  of  defending  us.  They  are  lavifhly  fquander- 
ed  pn  court  favourites,  and  minifterial  dependents, 
generally  avowed  enemies  to  America,  and  employing 
themfelves  by  partial  reprefentations,  to  traduce  and 
embrpil  the  colonies.  For  the  neceflfary  fupport  of 
government  here,  fay  the  colonills,  we  ever  were, 
and  ever  lhall  be  ready  to  provide.  And  whenever 
the  exigencies  of  the  ftate  may  require  it,  we  (hall,  as 
we  have  hitherto  done,  chearfully  contribute  our  full 
proportion  pf  men  and  money.  To  inforce  this  uq- 
conllitutional  and  unjull  fcheme  of  taxation,  every 
fence  that  the  wifdom  of  our  Britilh  ancellors  had 
carefully  made  againft  arbitrary  power,  has  been 
violently  thrown  down  in  America,  and  the  inellimable 
right  of  trial  by  jury  taken  away,  in  cafes  that  touch 
both  life  and  property.  It  has  been  ordained  that 
whenever  ofFences  Ihould  be  committed  in  the  colonies 
againft  particular  afts,  impQfmg  varioqs  duties  and 
reftriftions  upon  trade,  the  profecutof  pniglit  bring 
his  aftion  for  the  penalties  in  the  court  of  the  admi- 
ralty ; by  which  means  the  fubjeft  loft  the  advantage  of 
being  tried  by  an  honeft  and  uninfluenced  jury  of  the 
vicinage,  and  was  fubjeft  to  the  fadneceflity  of  being 
judged  by  a creature  of  the  crown,  and  according  to 
the  courfe  of  law  Hvhich  exempts  the  profecutor  from 
the  trouble  pf  proving  his  accufation,  and  obliges  the 
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defendant  either  to  evince  his  innocence  or  fuffer. 
To  give  this  new  judicatory  the  greater  importance, 
and  as  if  with  a defign  to  proted  falfe  accufers,  it  is 
further  provided  that  the  judge’s  certificate  of  their 
having  been  probable  caufes  of  feizure  and  profecu- 
tion,  Stall  proted  the  profecutor  from  actions  at  com- 
mon law,  for  recovery  of  damages. 

In  this  addrefs  it  is  alfo  reprefented,  that  although 
juftice  is  impartially  adminiftered  in  all  the  colonics, 
yet  by  the  conftrudion  of  fome,  and  the  diredion  of 
othet  ads  of  parliament,  offenders  are  to  be  taken  by 
Force,  together  with  all  fuch  perfoiis  as  may  be  point- 
ed out  as  witneffes,  and  carried  to  England  there  to  be 
tried  in  adiftant  land  by  a jury  of  Grangers,  andfubjed 
to  all  the  difadvantages  that  refult  from  want  offriends, 
want  of  witrteffes,  and  want  of  money.  The  colonifta 
in  this  addrefs  do  not  forget  to  take  notice  of  the  tea 
ad,  with  a defign  to  raife  a revenue  in  America  ; and 
it  mud  be  allowed  they  reprcfent  this  affair  both 
warmly  and  judicioufly;  They  obferve,  that  when 
the  defign  of  raifing  a revenue  from  the  deputies  upon 
tea,  imported  into  America,  was  in  a great  meafure 
rendered  abortive  by  their  ceafing  to  import  that 
commodity,  a fcheme  was  concerted  by  the  miniftry 
with  the  Eaft-India  company,  and  an  ad  paffed  en- 
abling and  encouraging  them  to  tranfport  and  vend 
their  tea  in  the  colonies.  Aware  of  the  danger  of 
giving  fuccefs  to  this  infidious  manoeuvre,  and  of  per-i 
Witting  a precedent  of  taxation  thus  to  be  eftablilhed 
among  us,  fay  they,  various  methods  were  tried  to 
elude  the  ftroke.  The  people  of  Bofton,  then  ruled 
by  a governor,  whom,  as  well  as  his  predeceffor. 
Sir  Francis  Bernards,  all  America  confiders  as  her 
enemy,  were  extremely  embaraffed.  The  Ihips  which 
had  arrived  with  the  tea  were,  by  his  management, 
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prevented  from  returning,  The  duties  frould  have 
been  paid ; the  cargoes  landed  and  expofed  to  fale  ; 
a governor’s  influence  wohld  have  procured  and 
prote&ed  many  purchafers.  While  the  town  was 
fofpended  by  deliberations  oh  this  fubjeft,  the  tea 
was  deftroyed.  But  fuppofhig,  fay  the  colonifts,  a 
trefpvfs  was  committed,  and  the  proprietors  of  the 
tea  entitled  to  damages;  the  tourtsof  law  Were  open, 
and  judges  appointed  by  the  crown  preftded  in  them. 
The  Eaft-India  Company,  however,  did  n‘6t  think  pro- 
per to  commence  any  fuits,  nor  did  they  even  demand 
fatisfattion  either  from  individuals,  or  from  the  com- 
munity in  general.  The  miriiftry  officioufly  made 
the  cafe  their  own,  and  fhe  great  council  of  the 
nation  defcended  to  intermeddle  with  private  pro- 
perty. Divers  papers,  letters,  and  other  unauthenti- 
cated ex  parte  evidence,  were  laid  before  them ; nei- 
ther the  perfons  who  deftroyed  the  tea,  nor  the  peo- 
ple of  Bofton,  were  called  upon  to  anfWer  the  com- 
plaints. The  miniftry  being  incenfed  in  being  difap- 
pointed  in  a favourite  fcherne,  were  determined  to  re- 
cur from  the  little  arts  of  finefle,  to  open  force,  and 
unmanly  violence.  The  port  of  Bofton  was  blocked 
Up  by  a fleet,  and  an  army  placed  in  the  town.  Their 
trade  was  to  be  fufpended,  and  thoufands  reduced  to 
the  neceffity  of  gaining  fubfiftence  from  charity,  til! 
they  Ihould  fubmit  to  pafs  under  the  yoke,  and  confent 
to  become  flaves,  by  Confefling  the  omnipotence  of 
parliament,  and  acquiefcing  m whatever  difpofition 
they  might  think  proper  to  make  of  their  own  lives 
and  properties. 

Having  reprfcfcnted  this  ftate  of  fafts,  they  then 
warmly  exclaim,  let  juftice  and  humanity  ceafe  to  be 
the  boaft  of  your  nation  ! Confnh  your  hiftory,  exa- 
mine your  records  of  former  tranfaflions  5 nay,  turn 

to 
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to  the  annals  of  the  many  arbitrary  dates  and  kingdoms  . 
that  furround  you,  and  fhew  us  a Angle  inftance  of  men 
being  condemned  to  fuffer  for  imputed  crimes,  un- 
heard, unqueftioned,  and  without  even  the  fpecious 
formality  of  a trial ; and  tooybya  law  made  exprefsly  t 
for  the  purpofe,  and  had  no  exigence  aptfhe  time  that 
the  faft  was  committed.  If  it  be  difficult  to  reconcile 
thefe  proceedings  to  the  genius  and  temper  of  your 
laws  and  conftitution,  the  talk  will  become  more  ar- 
duous when  we  call  upon  our  minifterial  enemies  to  . 
juflify  condemning  men  untried,  and  by  hear  fay,  but. 
involving  the  innocent  in  one  common  punifhment 
with  the  guilty,  and  for  the  aft  of  thirty  or  forty,  to 
bring  poverty,  diflrefs,  and  calamity  on  thirty  thoufand? . 
fouls,  and  thofe  not  your  enemies,  but  your  friends;- 
brethren,  and  fellow-citizens.  They  make  ufe  of 
feveral  other  arguments  and  topics,  which  they  urge 
home  witfi  all  the  force  of  language  and  Warm  zeal, 
and  the  impartial  world  in  fome  ages  hence,  when  the 
miff  of  prejudice  is  removed  from  their  eyes,  will  be 
obliged  to  confefs  that  there  is  much  reafon  in  What 
they  fay.  What  has  greatly  darkened  this  contro- 
verfy  between  great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  is  the- 
difference  of  political  reafoning  on  different  fides  of 
the  queftion.  The  advocates  for  the  dominion  of 
parliament,  draw  their  arguments  from  myflical  fubtle- 
ties,  grounded  upon  obfelete  laws  that  were  never 
eo.nftitutional,  and  which  few,  unlefs  men  learned  itr- 
the  law,  can  underhand.  From  thefe  they  draw  po- 
fitive  conclufions,  as  if  their  firft  principles  were  felf- 
evident,  and  conclude  that  nothing  except  obftinacy^ 
or  real  want  of  underftanding,  can  hinder  ail  others 
from  perceiving  the  juftnefs  of  their  arguments. 
The  colonies  and  their  friends  eftaiblifh  thfcir 
arguments  upon  common  fenfe,  and  the  conftitu- 

tional 


Digitized  by  Google 


288  HISTORY  OF  A.  D.  177* 

tional  laws  of  the  empire,  which,  as  they  are 
plain  and  felf-evklent,  are  calculated  to  affeft  all 
minds  that  are  riot  warped  by  prejudice,  or  bialfed 
by  private  iritereft. ,, 

There  is  no  queftion  but  men’s  prejudices  and  in- 
terefts  arcf  concerned  on  both  fides,  but  the  extreme 
appears  to  be  more  on  thfe  one  fide  than  the  other,- 
provided  we  confine  dur  views  to  the  evidence  upon 
the  face  of  the  argumerits.  The  fights  of  mankind 
are  not  myfteries  to  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  a few, 
as  articles  of  faith  are,  in  fome  countries,  but  like  the 
cbmmon  falvation,  are  expofed  to  the  view  of  every 
individual  perfon,  and  the  privilege  of  all  to  know,  as 
well  as  enjoy.  When  doftrines  of  ftate  are  fd 
deep,  as  to  be  beyond  the  teach  of  men  of  common 
underftanding,  they  Are  not  fit  to  be  put  in  pra&ice. 
Whatfoever  men  arc  bound  to  obey  ought  firft  to  be 
made  a plain  objeft  of  their  underftatidihg,  otherwife 
obedience  is  not  a rcafonable  fervite.  All  honeft 
men  will  ever  defire  to  have  thofe  defigris  they  pro- 
fefs  to  be  for  the  good  of  fdciety,  thade  as  manifeft. 
to  the  members  thereof  as  pofitble,  and  will  never 
want  to  impofe  their  authority,  except  under  the  di- 
vine light  of  reafon  and  truth. 

But  it  will  be  neceflary  to  take  a view  of  the  ma- 
nagement at  home,  which  gave  rife  to  this  fpirited  and 
violent  oppofition  of  the  colonies.  This  will  natu- 
rally lead  us  to  take  a view  of  the  arguments  made  ufe 
of  by  the  parties  at  home  in  fupport  of  the  different 
fides  of  the  queftion  in  which  they  were  engaged, 
ft  has  often  been  affirmed  by  people  at  home,  that 
the  colonifts  deduced  their  arguments  from  fpeeches 
made  in  the  parliament  of  Britain,  and  from  writings 
fent  from  this  country  to  America.  Upon  this  fup- 
pofitioa,  the  patriots,  as  they  axe  called  in  derifion, 
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jare . principally  blamed  for  the  oppofitipn  and  re- 
fjftance  which  the  colonifls  have  made,  But  fuch  as 
confider  their  petitions,  refolves,  and  apologies  impar- 
tially, will  foon  perceive  that  they  needed  no  affift- 
ance  from  the  mother  country,  in  any  mjuter  of  argu- 
ment. There  is  a clearnefs  and  precifion  in  their 
writings,  united  with  a warm  zeal  for  truth  and  liber- 
ty, that  is  not  to  be  n^et  with  in  any  of  thefe  venal 
performances  which  have  been  publifhed  againfl 
them.  In  fome  future  period  of  time,  when  men 
read  this  controverfy  with  calm  impartiality,  they  will 
give  judgment  freely  on  the  fide  of  the  colonifls,  and 
hand  in  amazement  that  there  fhould  have  been  the 
fmalleft  difpute  in  a cafe  fo  clear  and  obvious. 

The  flate  of  parties  were  this  year  much  the  fame 
as  before,  except  that  the  general  flrength  of  the  op- 
pofition  was  much  declined.  The  Rockingham  party 
continued  unbroken,  and  confidently  purfued  its  firfl 
original  line  of  public  conduct.  Though  it  was  often 
overpowered  by  numbers,  it  notwithflanding  continued 
formidable,  and  gave  fome  fevere  checks  to  the  pre- 
vailing influence  of  the  court.  The  fame  difference 
of  opinion  and  affe&ions,  and  the  fame  occafional 
union  among  others,  took  place  between  them  and 
that  party  which  was  attached  to  the  Earl  of  Chatham. 
This  appearance  of  the  want  of  true  union,  very  much 
enfeebled  the  oppofition. 

While  matters  were  in  this  flotation  at  home,  an  in- 
cident took  place  which  kindled  into  a violent  flame 
pf  difeontent  and  rage  in  the  colonies.  The  infigni- 
ficant  duty  pf  threepence  the  pound  on  tea,  which 
had  been  fingly  left  behind  in  the  year  1770,  when 
all  other  articles  enumerated  in  the  fame  bill,  for  the 
jnirpofe  of  railing  a revenue,  had  been  repealed,  was 
now  determined  to  be  made  the  fatal  bane  of  conten- 
tion 
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Tion  between  the  mother  country  and  her  colonies, 
It  had  been  foretold  by  thofe  who  ftruggled  hard  for 
the  repeal  of  the  whole,  and  who  always  declared  a- 
-gaind  every  notion  of  an  internal  taxation  of  America  ; 
that  the  leaving  of  one  duty,  and  the  difeharging  of 
the  others,  could  anfwer  no  other  purpofe  than  the 
leffening  of  that  fcanty  revenue,  which  was  fcarcely 
fufficient,  in  its  whole  amount,  to  anfwer  the  expence 
of  the  collection;  that  by  this  means,  indead  of  profit, 
a new  charge  tofuppiy  the1  deficiency,  would  be  thrown 
upon  the  flate  at  home,  while  ill  the  other  evils,  which 
were  then  acknowledged  as  the  motives  of  a partial 
repeal,  would  be  continued  in  their  jitmod  extent,  1 
> Thefe  political  predictions  in  the  end  proved  to 
have  a real  foundation,  and  were  but  too  well  verified 
by  after  events.  The  difeontents  of  the  colonies  en- 
creafed  from  the  meafures  pf  government,  and  ap 
univerfal  fpirit  of  pppofition  to  the  tea  aCt  prevailed 
among  them  all.  The  meafures  qf  the  mjniliry,  and 
the  prevailing  party  in  parliament,  fo  irritate^  th,e 
colotiifts,  that  they  formed  the  affociation  which  has 
been  already  mentioned,  and  paded  the  fpirited  refq- 
Jutions  which  have  been  taken  notice  of,  fo  dtew  the 
miniftry  that  they  were  not  ready  to  comply  with  fuc)\ 
unreafonable  demands.  In  this  date  of  affairs  there 
was  one  thing  which  greatly  encreafed  the  divifion  be- 
tween the  mother  country  and  the  colonids  ; the  go- 
vernors of  mod  of  the  colonies  and  the  people,  were 
jn  a continual  date  of  warfare ; and  fitch  was  the  op- 
pofition  between  them,  that  what  the  one  propofed  the 
Others  were  always  determined  to  contradict.  It  has 
been  generally  believed  that  this  evil  had  its  rife  at 
home  in  the  mother  country,  and  that  the  governors 
had  their  indruCtions  how  to  behave  from  the 
‘jninidry,  which  they  fer vilely  executed,  without  con- 
fident) 5 
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» fidering  either  the  reafonablenels  of  the  commands, 
or  the  temper  of  the  colonifts.  It  is,  however,  mani- 
feft,  and  fad  experience  has  proved,  that  the  gover- 
nors have  not  underftood,  or  they  have  wilfully  per- 
verted the  flate  of  the  colonies  in  their  accounts 
thereof  to  the  miniftry  ; for  it  is  hardly  pofiible  that 
government  would  have  proceeded  fo  far  as  they  have 
done,  provided  they  had  not  received  falfe  informa- 
tion from  their  fervants.  The  variances  between  the 
governors  and  the  people  put  an  end  to  all  regular 
proceedings;  the  aflemblies  were  repeatedly  called, 
and  fuddenly  diffolved.  When  they  were  fitting  they 
were  employed  in  repeating  grievances,  and  framing 
remonflrances,  and  in  the  midfl  of  their  difputes  new 
matters  fpruug  up,  befides  the  duty  on  tea  and  the 
cuftom-houfe,  which  encreafed  the  general  difcon- 
tent.  A meafure  which  had  been  lately  adopted  of 
Tendering  the  governors  and  judges  dependent  qn 
the  crown,  by  having  their  falaries  paid  by  govern- 
ment, and  to  be  removed  at  the  pleafure  of  the  fove- 
reign,  gave  the  colpnies  great  offence.  They  con- 
fidered  this  meafure  as  an  attempt  of  the  crown  tq 
render  ah  offices  of  government  fubfervient  to  arbitra- 
ry purpofes,  that  they  might  employ  them  at  their 
pleafure  to  fupprefs  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
Whether  this  was  the  defign  of  government  or  not, 
it  was  certainly  the  opinion  of  the  colonies  concern- 
ing this  meafure.  In  an  ordinary  courfe  of  affairs  it 
would  probably  have  been  overlooked,. but  in  fuch  ft 
violent  collifiqn  of  parties  it  was  the  means  of  kindling 
a mod  violent  flame  of  oppofition  and  refentment. 

It  is  not  to  be  expefted  in  fuch  a flate  of  agitation, 
when  the  laws  were  in  a great  meafure  fufpended, 
and  men  left  to  purfue  the  dictates  of  their  paffions 
and  refentment,  that  every  thing  would  proceed  in  an 
D d d orderly 
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orderly  courfe,  confident  with  right  rdafon  and  true 
juftice.  The  Gafpee,  an  armed  fehooner,  had  beenfta- 
tioned  at  Rhode-Iiland  to  prevent  fmuggling,  for  which 
that  place  had  been  remarkable  ; the  vigilance  of  the 
officer  who  commanded  the  veffel  fo  enraged  the  peo- 
ple, that  they  boarded  her  at  midnight,  to  the  amount 
of  two  hundred  armed  men,  and  after  wounding  the 
commander,  and  forcing  him  and  his  people  to  go  a- 
lhore,  fet  fire  to  the  Ichooner.  This  greatly  incenfed 
the  government,  and  a reward  of  500 1.  together  with 
a pardon,  if  claimed  by  aa  accomplice,  was  offered  for 
difeovering  and  apprehending  any  of  the  perfons  con- 
cerned in  this  atrocious  aft.  But  no  eft'eftual  dif- 
covery  was  made.  This  daring  aft  ot  fome  fmugglers 
was,  by  the  courtiers,  imputed  to  the  whole  colony, 
though  fome  as  daring  adventures  have  been  perform- 
ed in  the  mother  country,  without  being  confidered 
as  the  aft  and  deed  of  a whole  province.  It  has  been 
obferved  in  this  hiftory,  that  many  of  the  captains  of 
veffels,  that  were  fent  upon  this  office  of  preventing 
fmuggling,  were  often  ignorant  of  their  duty,  and  ex- 
ceedingly arbitrary  in  their  behaviour,  which  tended 
much  to  irritate  the  people,  and  to  ftir  them  up  to  ac- 
tions which,  in  ordinary  cafes,  were  far  from  their 
thoughts.  And  it  is  probable  that  there  was  fomc- 
thing  of  this  fort  that  gave  occafion  to  this  outrage. 

Before  matters  came  to  fuch  a crifis  as  they  did 
afterwards,  a very  ftrange  and  extraordinary  accident 
happened,  which  revived  with  double  force  all  the  ill 
temper  and  animofity  that  had  fubfifted  between  the 
government  and  the  people,  in  the  province  of  Maffa- 
chufett’s-Bay.  This  was  a difeovery  and  publication 
of  fome  confidential  letters,  which  had  been  written 
during  the  courfe  of  the  unhappy  difputes  with  the 
mother  country,  by  the  then  governor  and  deputy- 
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governor  to  the  miniftry  of  England.  Thefe  letters 
contained  a very  unfavourable  reprefentation  of  the 
ftate  of  affairs,  the  temper  and  difpofition  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  views  of  the  leaders  in  that  province  ; 
and  tended  to  fhew,  not  only  the  neceffity  of  the  mod 
coercive  meafures,  but  that  even  a very  confiderable 
change  of  the  conftitution,  and  fyftem  of  government 
was  neceffary,  to  inforce  the  obedience  of  the  colony. 
Thefe  letters  had  been  fent  by  Governor  Hutchinfott 
privately  and  in  confidence ; but  the  people  of  the  co- 
Jpny  infifted,  that  they  were  evidently  intended  to  in- 
fluence government,  and  otight  therefore  to  be  fhown 
to  fuch  perfons  as  had  an  interefl  in  preferving  their 
privileges.  Upon  the  death  of  a gentleman,  in  whofe 
pofTeffion  thefe  letters  happened  to  be  lodged,  they, 
by  fome  means  which  are  not  yet  known,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  agent  to  the  colony  of  Maffachufett’s- 
Bay,  who  immediately  transferred  them  to  the  aflem- 
bly  of  that  province,  which  was  then  fitting  at  Bof- 
ton. 

. The  indignation  and  rage  which  thofe  letters  ex- 
cited on  the  one  fide,  and  the  confufion  on  the  other, 
neither  need,  nor  can  admit  of  defcription.  The  peo- 
ple foiirid  themfelves  mifreprefented  and  betrayed,  by 
bne  whom  they  imagined  bound  in  duty  to  ftipport 
their  iritereff,  and  perceived  that  the  late  meafures  of 
government  had  proceeded  from  falfe  information^ 
that  had  been  given  by  their  governor,  and  lieuten- 
ant-governor. 

In  the  frenzy  of  rage  and  refentment  which  thefe* 
letters  occafioned,  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  paffed 
many  violent  refolutions.  The  letters  were  prefented 
to  the. council,  under  the  ftrifteft  injunctions  from  the 
reprefentatives,  that  the  perfons  who  were  to  fhew 
them,  fliould  not  by  any  means  fuffer  them,  even  for 
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a moment,  out  of  their  own  immediate  hands.  This 
affront  to  the  governor  was  adopted  by  the  council  j 
afld  upon  his  requiring  to  examine  the  letters  that 
were  attributed  to  him,  thereby  to  acknowledge  them 
if  they  were  genuine,  or  disapprove  them  if  they  were 
fpurious,  that  board,  under  the  pretence  of  this  re- 
ftriftion,  refufed  to  deliver  them  into  his  hands,  but 
fent  a committee  to  open  them  before  him,  that  he 
might  examine  the  hand  writihg.  To  this  indig- 
nity he  was  obliged  to  fubmit,  as  well  as  to  the  mor- 
tification of  acknowledging  the  fignature  that  was 
affixed  to  them. 

The  colony  of  Maffachufett’s-Bay  was  {efficiently 
irritated  before,  and  needed  no  nevv  fuel  to  encreafe 
the  flame  of  their  refentment. — Thefe  letters  puflied 
them  on  to  meafures  of  the  mod  fpirited  nature  ; the 
houfe  of  affembly  paffed  a petition  and  remonflrance 
to  his  majefty,  in  which  they  charged  the  governor, 
and  lieutenant-governor,  with  being  betrayers  of 
their  trufts,  and  of  the  people  they  governed  ; of 
giving  private,  partial,  and  falfe  information  ; declar- 
ed them  enemies  to  the  colony,  and  prayed  for  juflice 
againfl  them,  and  for  their  fpeedy  removal  from  their 
places.  Such  were  the  difeontent,  and  fo  weak  were 
the  powers  of  government  in  that  affembly,  thatthofe 
charges,  with  many  others,  were  carried  by  a majori- 
ty of  82  to  1 2. 

The  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  fiiips  with  the  exe- 
crated tea  approaching,  wheii  the  new  plan  of  taxa- 
tion was  to  have  been  put  in  execution,  the  people 
affembled  in  different  parts  in  great  bodies,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  take  fuch  meafures  as  feemed  molt  effeftual 
to  prevent  the  landing  of  the  cargoes.  The  eon- 
fignees,  who  had  been  appointed  by  the  Eaft-India 
company  to  receive  the  tea,  were  obliged  in  molt 
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places  to  give  up  their  appointment,  and  to  enter  in-, 
to  public  engagements  not  to  aft  in  that  capacity. 
Committees  were  appointed  by  the  people  in  diiferent 
towns  and  provinces,  whom  they  inverted  with  fuch 
powers  as  they  fnppofed  themfelves  authorized  to 
give.  They  were  impowered  to  infpeft  the  books  of 
merchants,  to  propofe  tells  to  puniflt  thofe  they  con- 
fidered  to  be  contumacious,  by  the  dangerous  pre- 
fcription  of  declaring  them  enemies  to  their  country, 
and  to  affemble  the  people  when  they  thought  it  ne- 
ceflary.  Their  power  was,  in  one  word  as  indefinite 
as  the  authority  under  which  they  afted.  The  aflem- 
blies  which  were  held  on  thefe  occafions  were  fre- 
quently violent  and  hafty  in  their  refolutions  ; their 
pafiions  were  warm,  and  they  did  not  wait  long  to  d'e-  , 
liberate  what  they  were  to  do.  The  greateft  part  of 
their  refolutions  were  exceedingly  derogatory  to  the 
fupreme  legiflature  ; government  had  now  loft  their 
alfeftion,  and  they  paid  the  governors  no  honour 
nor  regard.  This  will  always  be  the  cafe  when  rulers 
themfelves  tranfgrefs  the  laws,  by  fubftituting  power 
in  the  place  of  juftice,  without  regarding  the  natural 
and  fundamental  ftatutes  of  the  compaft  between  the 
governors  and  the  governed.  When  the  people, 
by  the  tyranny  and  mifmanagement  of  governors,, 
are  driven  back  to  a ftate  of  nature,  rulers  muft  ex- 
peft  that  they  will  ufe  their  natural  powers,  in  fuch 
a manner  as  bell  luits  their  inclination  or  advantage. 
The  fame  reafon  that  makes  princes  keep  (landing 
armies  in  the  time  of  peace,  makes  the  people 
ufe  their  natural  powers  on  particular  occafions. 
Both  are  intended  for  the  fupport  of  rights  which 
each  party  lays  claim  to,  and  which  they  confider  it  juft 
to  maintain. 
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The  coloniffs  were  at  this  time  greatly  inflamed,  as 
they  had  been  for  fome  time  part,  not  only  by  the 
treatment  of  government,  but  by  inflammatory  writings, 
which  were  publifhed  by  fome  zealous  perfons  in  the 
oppofition.  From  the  time  that  the  riot  happened 
in  Rhode-Ifland,  till  the  pafling  of  the  Boflon  Port- 
bill,  almoft  all  things  tended  to  bring  matters  to  a 
crifis.  The  public  news-papers  were  made  vehicles 
of  conveyance,  to  tranfmit  to  different  parties  the 
fentiments  of  thofe  on  their  fide,  and  were  frequent- 
ly filled  with  as  much  rancour„as  argument.  In  the 
peaceful  colony  of  Philadelphia,  long  celebrated  for  the 
excellency  of  its  police,  and  the  temperate  and  pla- 
cid manners  of  its  inhabitants,  printed  papers  were 
difpeffed,  warning  the  pilots  on  the  Delaware  not  to' 
condnft  any  of  the  tea  Ihips  that  were  expefted  into 
the  harbour,  which  were  only  fent  out  for  the  pur- 
pofe  Of  enflavlng  and  poifoning  all  America;  at  the 
fame  time,  giving  them  plainly  to  underftand  it  was 
expefted,  that  they  would  apply  their  knowledge  of 
the  river,  undef  the  colour  of  their  profeflion,  in  fuclr 
a manner  as  would  effectually  fecure  their  country 
from  the  danger  with  which  it  was  threatened.  A 
fimilar  publication  made  its  appearance  at  New- York, 
wherein  the  tea  Ihips  were  reprefented  as  loaded 
with  fetters  forged  in  Britain,  to  bind  the  colonifts 
in  flavery  ; and  vengeance  Was  denounced  againft  all 
perfons  who  fliould  dare,  in  any  manner,  to  introduce 
thofe  chains.  All  the  colonies  feemed  inftantly  to' 
have  united  in  this  point. 

The  town  of  Boflon,  which  had  been  fo  long  ob- 
noxious to  government,  was  the  fcene  of  the  firft 
outrage.  What  rendered  the  people  of  that  towrf 
iftore  violent  in  oppofition  to  landing  the  tea,  it  was 
coaligned  to  a fon  of  Governor  Hutchinfon,  whofe 
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letters  had  mifreprefented  them,  and  enraged  the  gor 
vernment  againlt  them.  They  perceived  a monopoly 
formed  in  favour  of  very  obnoxious  perfons,  and  with 
a defign  of  confirming  a mod  odious  tax.  When  three 
fhips  laden  with  tea  arrived  in  that  port,  the  mailers 
were  frightened  into  a conceflion,  that  if  the  perfons 
to  whom  the  tea  was  configned,  the  board  of  cuftoms, 
and  the  Fort  of  Caftle  William,  would  permit,  they 
would  return  with  their  cargoes  to  England.  But 
they  could  not  fulfil  their  promife,  for  the  confignees 
refufed  to  difcharge  the  captains  from  the  obligations 
under  which  they  were  chartered  for  the  delivery  of 
their  cargoes  j the  cultom-houfe  refufed  them  a 
clearance,  and  the  governor  to  grant  them  a 
paffport  for  clearing  the  fort.  The  people  of  the 
town  eafily  perceived,  that  as  the  (hips  lay  fo  near,  it 
•would  be  impoffible  to  hinder  the  tea  from  being 
landed  by  degrees,  notwithftanding  any  guard  they 
could  keep,  or  meafures  they  could  take  to  prevent 
it ; and  they  underftood,  that  if  once  it  was  landed, 
nothing  could  prevent  its  being  difpofed  of,  and  there- 
by the  purpofe  of  eltablilhing  a monopoly,  and  railing 
a revenue  would  be  accomplilhed.  To  prevent  this 
confequence,  which  the  people  copfidered  as  the  moll 
dangerous,  a number  of  armed  men,  under  the  dif- 
guife  of  Mohawk  Indians,  boarded  the  fiiips,  and  in 
a fhort  time  difcliarged  their  cargoes  of  tea  into  the 
fea,  without  doing  any  other  d 3411  age,  or  offering  any 
injury  to  the  captains  or  their  crews.  It  appears 
fomewhat  ftrange,  that  the  government,  civil  and  mili- 
tary, the  Fort  of  Caftle  William,  and  armed  Ihips  in 
the  harbour,  were  totally  inactive  on  this  occafion. 
Some  fmaller  quantities  of  tea  were  thrown  into  the 
lea  at  Bollon  and  Carolina  ; but  in  general  the  com- 
piiffioners  for  the  fale  of  that  commodity,  were  ob- 
liged 
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bliged  to  give  up  their  employment,  and  none  durft 
to  receive  the  cargoes  that  were  configned  to  them. 
The  mailers  of  velfels,  from  thefe  circumltances,  as 
well  from  the  knowledge  of  their  danger,  and  the  de- 
termined refolution  of  the  people,  readily  complied 
with  the  terms  that  were  prefcribed,  of  return- 
ing to  England,  without  entangling  themfelves 
' v7ith  any  entry  at  the  cuftom-houfes.  There  was 
fome  tea  landed  at  New-York,  under  the  cannon  of 
a man  of  war  ; but  the  government  were  obliged  to 
confent  to  its  being  locked  up  from  ule,  and  the  con- 
fignees  durll  not  expofe  it  to  fale*  Such  was  the 
iflue  of  the  tea  fcheme,  which  was  foolilh  in  its  con- 
trivance, and  unfuccefsful  in  its  execution  ; a fcheme 
which  no  wife  man  would  have  begun,  and  no  good 
man  would  have  chofento  execute.  Ages  to  come 
will  look  upon  the  hiftory  of  this  tranlaftion  in  the 
light  of  fable,  and  will  fcarcely  be  able  to  believe,  that 
in  an  age  renowned  for  knowledge  in  arts  and 
policy,  fuch  inllancesof  folly  and  madnefs  could  have 
exifled.  The  dellroying  of  this  tea,  was  undoubtedly 
an  unwarrantable  act  of  outrage,  for  which  the  actors 
are  much  to  be  blamed,  and  deferved  to  have  been 
punilhed;  but  it  is  fcarcely  chargeable  with  as  much 
folly,  as  the  a£t  which  appointed  the  tea  to  be  fent  to 
Bolton,  and  the  other  parts  of  America.  It  is  plain 
that  it  could  neither  bring  a revenue  to  the  govern- 
ment, nor  ready  money  to  the  proprietors ; and  feems 
only  to  have  been  fent  to  provoke  the  outrage  which 
happened,  that  government  might  have  fome  plauiible 
reafon  of  falling  out  with  the  colonies,  and  for  fend- 
ing an  armed  force  to  curb  the  fpirit  of  liberty  which 
prevailed  among  them.  In  times  of  corruption,  when 
bad  men  are  in  the  poflelnon  of  power,  it  almoft  always 
happens  that  a fpirit  of  freedom  is  an  eye-fore  to 
. . ' ‘ - rulers. 
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rulers,  which  they  interpret  ipto  the  fignificition  of 
faction,  andinprocefs  of  time,  work  up  into  the  form 
of  rebellion,  that  they  may  have  fome  handle  to  pro- 
ceed againft  it,  and  ifpoffible,  to  ctufh  what  they  fo 
heartily  abhor.  But  in  the  hiftory  of  nations  it  does 
not  once  appear  that  ever  the  fpirir  of  liberty,  attend- 
ed with  virtue*  was  fubdued  Or  overcome.  Licenriouf- 
nefs  Will  always  fend  in  rain,  and  will  never  fail  to 
bring  nations  to  deflruftion  ; blit  while  righteotifnefs 
prevails,  it  will  be  impoffible  to  rnin  them,  for  there- 
by they  will  be  exalted.  It  would  be  of  fervice  to 
politicians  to  confider  attentively  the  prOgrefs  of  fo- 
fciety,  and  the  means  by  which  empires  have  rifen  and 
fallen ; it  would  help  them  to  form  their  fchemes  with 
more  diferetion,  and  prevent  them  falling  into  danger- 
ous extremes. 

. When  the  parliament  affembled  upon  the  13'th  of 
January,  it  Was  expefted  that  fomc  notice  would  have 
been  taken  of  the  diftiirbances  in  America;  but  con- 
cerning that  fubjeft  there  was  a perfect  filence.  No- 
thing was  done  in  parliament  W'itH  regard  to  Ameri- 
can affairs  till  the  7th  of  March,  when^difpatches  ar- 
rived with  an  account  of  deftroyirtg  the  tea  at  BOfton. 
This  information  arrived  a few  days  after  the  qiieftiori 
bn  the  Grenville  bill  was  carried.  Theminiftef  being 
defeated  in  that  queftion  felt  his  fpirits  in  a ftare  of 
agitation^  which  were  far  from  being  foothed  by 
the  news  from  Bofton.  This  dHagreeable  intelligence 
becafioned  a meffage  from  the  throne  to  both  houfes 
of  parliament,  wherein  appeared  the  greateft  anxiety, 
and  the  Warmed  zeal.  This  meffage  fet  forth;  that 
unwarrantable  praftices  were  carried  on  in  Noftb- 
Ametica,  and  that  violent  proceedings  had  lately  been 
purfuedat  the  town  and  port  of  Bofton,  with  a view 
of  abRr  lifting  the  commerce  of  this  kingdom,  upon 
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grounds  and  pretences  immediately  fubverfive  of  its 
conftitution.  It  was  alfo  fignified  that  his  majefty  con- 
fided  in  his  parliament  for  the  fupport  of  his  author- 
ity, and  trufted  in  their  attachment  to  the  common 
intereft  and  welfare  of  his  dominions,  and  that  they 
would  not  only  enable  him  effe&ually  to.  take  fuch 
meafures  as  might  be  moil  likely  to  put  an  immediate 
Hop  to  thefe  diforders,  but  alfo  take  into  their  con- 
ftderation  what  further  regulations,  and  permanent 
provifions,  fhould  be  ncceffary  for  the  better  fecuring 
die  execution  of  the  laws,  and  the  juft  dependence 
of  the  colonies  upon  the  crownand  parliament  of  Great 
Britain. 

This  meffage  was  attended  with  a great  number  of* 
papers  relating  to  the  tranfa&ions  in  the  colonies, 
containing  copies  of  extracts  from  the  fever al  gover- 
nors the  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces;  from 
the  admiral  in  Bofton  harbour;  from  the  perfons  to 
whom  the  tea  had  been  configned;  to  one  of  the 
ring-leaders  of  the  faCtion  in  Bofton,  with  the  vote9 
and  refolves  of  the  town  previous  to  the  landing  of 
the  tea,  and  narratives  of  the  tranfa&ions  which  fol- 
lowed that  event;  a petition  from  the  confignees  to 
the  council  of  Maffachufett’s-Bay,  praying  that  their 
perfons  and  property  might  be  taken  under  the  pro- 
tection of  government,  with  the  refufal  of  the  coun- 
cil to  interfere  in  any  manner  of  bufinefs  : a proclam- 
ation iffued  by  the  governor  to  forbid  factious  afl'em- 
blies  of  the  meetings  of  the  inhabitants ; and  the  tranf- 
aCtions  of  the  Maffaehufett’s  council,  condemning  the 
meafures  of  deftroying  the  tea,  and  advifmg  legal  pro- 
secutions agarnft  the  perpetrators,  none  of  whom 
were  known,  nor  were  there  any  poflibility  of  their 
difeovery.  Thefe  papers  alfo  contained  details  from 
the- different  governors,  of  all  the  transactions  rela- 
■ . uve- 


Digitized  by  Google 


A.  D.  1774.  THE  WAR  IS  AMERICA.  w 

tivc  to  the  tea,  which  took  place  in  their  refpeclive 
governments,  from  the  firft  intelligence  of  their  being 
(hipped  in  England,  to  the  date  of  their  letters  ; as 
alfo  the  threatenings,  and  prophetical  informations, 
which  had  been  often  fent  to  the  gentlemen  to  whom 
the  tea  was  configned  ; copies  of  printed  papers,  in- 
flammatory hand  bills,  alarms,  illegal  proceedings  of 
committees,  and  extraordinary  minutes  of  council, 
had  been  all  tranfported  acrofs  the  Atlantic*  to  the 
government  in  England,  and  were  now  laid  before 
the  parliament.  In  thefe  papers  the  uniformity  of 
(file,  language  and  fentiment,  fully  difeovered  that 
the  colonifts  were  generally  of  the  fame  opinion,  and 
that  not  only  the  Maffachufett’s-Bay,  but  all  America 
were  offended  at  the  proceedings  of  the  miniflry. 

When  thefe  papers  were  laid  before  the  houfe, 
they  were  aggravated  by  minifterial  comments,  which 
fet  them  forth  in  the  mod  atrocious  and  criminal 
point  of  view*  particularly  thofe  which  related  to  the 
tranfattions  of  Boflon.  In  thefe  the  conduft  of  tho 
governor  was  reprefented  in  the  mod  favourable 
and  fliining  point  of  light ; to  which  Was  contrafted, 
the  vicious*  fa&ious,  and  rebellious  behaviour  and 
•difpofition  of  the  colonies.  In  behalf  of  the  gover- 
nor it  was  faid,  that  he  had  taken  every  meafure 
which  prudence  could  fuggeft,  or  good  policy  juftify, 
for  the  fecuricy  of  the  property  of  the  Eaft  India  com- 
pany, the  fafety  of  the  confignees*  and  the  preferving 
of  order  and  quiet  in  the  town.  Every  civil  precau- 
tion, to  prevent  the  mifehiefs  that  followed  had  been 
ufed  in  vain.  His  majefty’s  council,  the  militia,  and 
the  corps  of  cadets,  had  all  been  feparately  applied 
to  for  their  affiftance  in  the  prefervation  of  the  pub- 
lic peace,  and  the  fupport  of  the  law's,  but  all  without 
efieft}  thjey  refufed  or  declined  doing  their  duty.  The 
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fberilF  read  a declaration  to  the  faftion  of  that  town, 
at  their  town  meeting,  by  which  they  were  command- 
ed to  break  up  their  illegal  affembly  ; but  the  proclar 
matjon  was  treated  with  the  greatell  contempt,  and 
fhe  IherifFinfulted  in  the  grpffeft  manner. 

That  he  bad  it  undoubtedly  in  his  power,  by  calling 
in  the  affiftagee  of  the  naval  force  which  was  in  the 
harbour,  to  have  prevented  the  deltru£tion  of  the 
tea ; but  as  the  leading  men  ip  Bolton  had  always  made 
great  complaints  of  the  interruption  of  the  army  and 
pavy,  and  charged  all  diffurbances  of  every  fort  to 
their  account,  he,  with  great  prudence  and  temper- 
ance, determined  from  the  beginning  to  declifle  a 
meafure  which  would  be  fo  irritating  to  the  minds  of 
the  people ; and  might  well  have  hoped,  from  this 
confidence  in  their  fonduft,  and  trull  repofed  in  the 
civil  power,  that  he  ihould  have  calmed  their  turbu-. 
lence  and  preferved  the  public  tranquility,  T^us, 
faid  the  mioiilry,  phe  people  of  Bolton  were  fairly 
tried.  They  were  left  to  their  owp  conduft,  and  the 
exercife  of  their  own  judgment,  and  the  refult  has 
given  the  lie  to  fill  their  former  profellions.  They 
are  now,  fay  they,  without  an  excufe  ; and  all  the 
powers  of  government  in  that  province,  are  found  in- 
fufficient  to  prevent  the  molt  violent  outrage?.  The 
loyal  anfi  peaceable  pepple  cf  a mercantile  town,  as 
they  affedl  to  be  peculiarly  confidered,  haye  given  a 
notable  proof  to  the  world  of  their  jultice,  modera- 
tion, loyalty,  and  affe&ion  for  the  mpther  country, 
by  wantonly  committing  to  the  waves  a valuable  comr 
modity,  the  property  of  another  loyal  mercantile  body 
of  fubje&s  ; without  the  pretence  of  necellity,  even 
fuppofing  that  their  oppofition  to  the  payment  of  the 
duties,  could  jultify  fuch  a plea ; as  they  had  nothing 
to  do  but  to  adhere  tq  their  own  refolution  of  non- 
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Confumption,  effectually  to  evade  the  revenue  laws. 

It  was  concluded  upon  the  whole,  that  by  an  impartial 
view  of  the  papers  now  before  them,  it  would  mani- 
feftly  appear,  that  nothing  could  be  done  by  either 
civil,  military,  or  naval  officers,  to  effeftuate  the  re- 
eftablifhment  of  tranquility  and  order  in  that  province, 
without  addition  of  parliamentary  powers,  to  give 
efficacy  to  their  proceedings.  That  no  perfon  em- 
ployed by  government  could,  in  any  aft,  however  com- 
mon or  legal,  fulfil  the  duties  of  his  office  or  flation, 

.without  being  exclaimed  agaipft  by  the  licentious,  as 
an  infringement  of  their  liberties.  That  it  was  the 
fettled  opinion  of  fome  of  the  wifeft  men  both  in 
England  and  America,  and  thofe  the  beft  acquainted 
with  the  affairs  of  the  colonies,  that  in  their  prefent 
ftate  of  government,  no  meafures  whatfoever  could 
be  purfued,  that  could,  in  any  degree,  remedy  thofe 
glaring  evils  which  is  every  day  growing  to  a more 
enormous  and  dangerous  height.  That  parliament, 
and  parliament  only,  was  capable  of  re-eftablifliing 
tranquility  among  thofe  turbulent  people,  and  of 
bringiug  order  out  of  confufion.  And  that  it  was 
therefore  incumbent  on  every  member  to  weigh  and 
confider  with  an  attention  fuirable  to  the  importance 
of  the  fubjeft,  the  purport  of  the  papers  before  them, 
and  totally  lay  all  prejudice?  afide,to  form  his  opinion 
upon  the  meafures  mod  eligible  tp  be  purfued,  for 
fupporting  the  fupreme  legiilative  authority  of  parlia- 
ment, and  the  gre^t  intereds  of  the  Bruiih  empire. 

This  is  the  fubftance  of  what  was  urged  by  the  mini- 
stry, when  they  prefented  the  papers.  grand 

objeft  which  the  miniftry  had  in  view,  and  which  they 
coloured  with  the  name  of  the  fupremacy  of  parlia- 
ment, was  the  fupremacy  and  dominion  of  themfelves, 
which  they  wanted  to  eftablilh  on  the  authority  of 
parliament.  They  could  not  help  knowing,  that  if  the 
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colonifts  were  fubjefls  of  the  Britifh  empire,  that  they 
•were  to  be  governed  by  the  fundamental  flatutes  of 
the  conflitution  ; and  that  no  new  forms  of  govern- 
ment, or  modes  of  taxation,  could  be  admitted  in  any 
part  of  the  Britifh  empire,  contrary  to  the  fun- 
damental laws,  without  diffolving  the  ancient  frame 
(of  government,  and  bringing  the  pebple  again 
to  a (late  of  nature.  The  fupremacy  of  the  parlia- 
ment of  Britain  could  only  legally  and  reafonably  ex- 
tend as  far  as  thofe  places  where  its  members  repre- 
sented, or  to  objefls  that  had  been  fettled  by  agree- 
ment to  be  referred  to  their  jurifdiftion.  To  prb- 
ceed  farther  was  to  eflablifh  in  parliament  a dcfpotifm 
over  one  part  pf  the  empire,  which  is  not  permitted 
in  other  parts,  which  few  people  will  think  reafonable 
when  applied  to  themfelves. 

The  party  in  parliament  which  had  flrong  prefump- 
tions  that  the  diforders  in  the  colonies  proceeded  as 
much  from  the  mismanagement  of  government,  as 
from  the  turbulent  temper  of  the  colonies,  propoiecj 
an  examination  of  the  meafures  that  had  been  purfued 
for  Some  time  part,  and  that  the  cqnduft  of  the  Several 
governors,  and  the  orders  that  had  been  fent  to 
them  from  the  miniflry  fhould  be  examiiied.  This 
was  a very  fair  and  reafonable  propofal,  which  honefl 
men  could  not  decently  refufe.  But  the  miniflry 
ftrongly  oppofed  all  retrofpeft  views  of  their  pafl  con- 
duft,  alledging  that  it  only  tended  to  inflamp  the 
minds  of  the  people, and  woulc}  exafperate  them  more 
againfl  government.  The  bufmefs  they  Said  was  ur- 
gent and  important,  and  required  a Speedy  difeuflion  \ 
and  that  in  the  enquiry.  Some  great  and  important 
points  would  come  under  their  confideration.'  Par- 
ticularly, is  America  any  longer  to  be  dependent  on 
this  country?  How  far  is  it  to  be  connefted.  In 
what  degree  ? It  might  be  a great  queflion,  Whether 
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the  colonies  fhould  not  be  to  given  up?  But  if  this 
queftion  is  decided  in  the  negative,  then  it  would  be 
heceffary  to  examine  in  what  manner  their  fubordi- 
nation  fhould  be  preferved,  and  the  authority  of  this 
country  enforced  ? Thefe  points  required  the  mod 
ferious  investigation,  in  which  the  retrofpeft  recom- 
mended would  be  unneceffary,  and  perhaps  danger- 
ous, as  encouraging  thofe  whom  it  was  the  bufmefs 
of  parliament,  by  every  means,  to  reduce  to  obedi- 
ence. This  method  of  reafoning  was  fophiftical  and 
delufory  ; for  it  fuggefted  that  there  were  no  other 
methods  of  conciliating  the  affections  of  the  colonies, 
and  fechring  their  dependence  on  the  mother  country, 
except  thofe  that  were  calculated  to  fupport  the 
dominion  of  the  miniftry,  and  fecure  them  and  their 
friends  in  the  places  and  penfions.  Inftead  of  any  of 
thofe  queftions  which  have  been  mentioned,  it  might 
perhaps  have  been  much  better  for  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  nation,  and  the  fupreme  iegiflature, 
never  to  have  called  their  authority  in  queftion,  but 
to  have  proceeded  to  reverfe  the  laws  complained  of, 
and  to  reClify  thofe  falfe  fteps  of  government  which 
had  occafioned  the  prefent  difeontents.  It  has  almoffc 
been  the  cafe  in  all  ages,  with  all  empires  and  govern- 
ments, that  have  as  yet  exifted,  that  their  power  and 
authority  were  never  called  in  queftion, till  they  began 
to  ftretch  them  beyond  their  juft  bounds  ; and  then  by 
making  newftatutes  to  inforce  the  power,  they  foggeft- 
ed  reafons  of  doubt  whether  they  were  poffefl'ed  of 
any  fuch  authority.  It  is  highly  probable,  that  had 
the  miniftry  purfued  the  advice  given  them  by  the 
minority,  and  made  fuch  a reformation  as  the  nature 
of  the  fubjeft  requiree,  that  we  fhould  not  have  heard 
of  the  independency  of  America  for  a century  to 
come. 

Many  plaufible,  but  fclfifti  arguments,  were  ufed 
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the  rainiftry  to  incenfe  the  nation  againft:  the  colonifts., 
but  the  ftrongeft,  and  which  had  moil  effect,  was,  that 
our  trade  to  America  would  ceafe  to  exiil,.  if  the  flag- 
rant outrage  at  Boiloif  fliould  pafs  unpuniflied.  t By 
llrong  reprefentations  of  this  evil,  the  people  began 
to  be  inflamed  againft  the  colonifts,  and  in  the  time 
of  this  artifical  fermentation,  the  miniftty  pufhed  off 
their  fchemes  of  coercion  and  violence  w ith  the  great r 
eft  rapidity.  They  knew  the  minority  would  not  choofe 
to  refill  in  exprefs  terms,  what  was  fo  pofitfvely  aflirm- 
ed  to  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  nation,  or  if  they 
did,  they  would  foon  lofe  all  their  popularity;-  they 
therefore  made  the  beft  of  this  opportunity  to  carry 
their  points  in  the  houfe  of  commons.  By  carrying 
the  vote  of  addrefs  to  the  king,  giving  him  thanks  for, 
the  communication  of  the  papers  that  had  been  laid' 
before  the  houfe,  the  miniftry  gained  a great  advan- 
tage ; for  they  found  by  the  difpofition  of  the  houfe,' 
which  was  ftrongly  againft  taking  any  retrofpeft  view 
of  things  pad,  that  they  would  confine  themfelves  to 
the  mere  behaviour  of  the  Americans.  The  violence 
of  the  colonifts  was  manifeft  and  indifputable,  and 
while  no  other  reafens  were  produced  except  what 
appeared  in  the  face  of  their  a£Hons,  it  was  the  moil 
likely  thing  in  the  world,  that  any  propofitiori  againft 
them  would  be  carried.  It  was  fortunate  for  the  mini- 
ftry that  no  part  of  the  weaknefs  arid  diforderly  ftatc 
of  fo  many  governments,  was  laid  before  the  houfe, 
for  in  this  cafe  they  were  likely  to  get  clear  of  feverat 
years  mifmanagement,  which  would  have  been  a clog 
to  all  their  motions,  and  muft  certainly  haie  ifiued  in 
their  difgrace. 

It  appeared  manifeft  that  the  ftorm  that  wai 
gathering  againft  the  colonies,  would  fall  firft  upoA 
that  of  Maflfaehufert?s-Bay.  This  made  the  agent 
for  that  colony  prefent  a petition  to  the  houfe,  by  war 
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of  precaution,  defiring  that  he  might  be  permftted  to 
Jay  before  them  the  a£la  regia  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
and  her  fucceffors,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  planters  and 
their  defendants,  and  the  perpetual  enjoyment  of 
their  liberties.  Thefe  proofs  he  alledged  had  never 
been  laid  before  the  houfe,  nor  had  the  colonies  ever 
had  an  opportunity  to  afcertain  and  defend  them. 
This  petition  was  received  without  much  oppofition, 
and  ordered  to  lye  upon  the  table. 

The  minifter,  after  having  moved  that  the  king’s 
meffage  of  the  7th  of  March  Ihould  be  read,  opened 
his  plan  for  the  reftoring  of  peace,  order,  juftice  and 
commerce,  in  the  province  of  Maffachufett’s-Bay.  He 
ftated  that  the  oppofition  to  the  authority  of  parlia- 
ment had  always  originated  in  that  colony ; and  that 
that  colony  had  been  always  inftigated  by  the  irregtilar 
and  feditious  proceedings  of  the  town  of  Bofton. 
That,  therefore,  for  the  purpofe  of  a thorough  reform- 
ation, it  became  neceffary  to  begin  with  that  town, 
which,  by  a late  unparalleled  outrage,  had  led  the 
way  to  the  deftruftion  of  commerce  in  all  parts  of 
America.  That  if  a fevere  and  exemplary  punifliment 
was  not  iiiflifted  on  this  heinous  aft,  Great-Britain 
would  be  wanting  in  the  protection  {he  owed  to  her 
mofl  peaceful  and  meritorious  fubjefts.  That,  had 
fuch  an  infult  been  offered  to  Britifh  property  in  a 
foreign  port,  the  nation  would  have  been  called  upon 
to  demand  fatisfaftion.  He  would  therefore  propofe 
that  the  town  of  Bofton  fhould  be  obliged  to  pay  for 
the  tea  which  had  been  deftroyed  in  their  port. 
That  the  injury  was  indeed  done  by  perfons  unknown 
and  in  difguife,  but  that  the  town  magiftracy  had  taken 
no  notice  of  it,  had  never  made  any  fearch  for  the 
offenders,  and  therefore,  by  a manifeft  negleft  of  a 
known  duty,  became  accomplices  iu  the  guilt.  That 
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the  fining  of  communities  for  their  negleft  of  puuifliiug 
offences  committed  within  their  limits,  was  juftified  by 
feveral  examples.  Thefe  examples  were  one  in  the 
cafe  of  London,  one  in  the  cafe  of  Edinburgh,  and  an- 
other in  the  cafe  of  Glafgow,  with  regard  to  Dr  Lamb, 
Captain  Porteus,  and  Mr  Campbell.  Thefe  examples 
were  faid  to  be  ftrong,  and  in  point  for  fuch  punilh- 
ments.  It  was  not  a Angle  aft  of  violence.  It  was  a 
feries  of  feditious  praftices  of  every  kind,  and  carried 
on  for  feveral  years.  He  was  of  opinion,  therefore, 
that  it  would  not  be  fufikient  to  punilh  the  town  of 
Bofton,  by  obliging  her  to  make  a pecuniary  fatisfac- 
tion  for  the  injury,  which,  by  not  endeavouring  to  pre- 
. vent  and  punilh,  Ihe  had  in  faft  encouraged;  fecurity 
muff  be  given  in  future,  thattrade  may  befafely  carried 
on,  properly  protefted,  laws  obeyed,  and  duties  rc- 
. gularly  paid  ; otherwife  the  punifliment  of  a Angle  il- 
. legal  aft  is  no  reformation.  It  would,  he  faid,  be  pro- 
. per  to  take  away  from  Bofton  the  privilege  of  a port, 
until  his  majefty  Ihould  be  fatisfied  in  thefe  particu- 
lars, and  publicly  declare  in  council,  on  a proper  cer- 
tificate of  the  good  behaviour  of  the  town,  that  he 
was  fatisfied.  Until  this  Ihould  happen,  the  cuftom- 
houfe  officers,  which  were  not  nowiafein  Bofton,  or 
fafe  no  longer  than  when  they  neglefted  their  duty, 
Ihould  be  removed  to  Salem  where  they  might  exer- 
,cife  their  funftions.  By  this  Bofton  would  certainly 
luffer.  But  Ihe  ought  to  fuffer;  and  by  this  refolution 
• would  fuffer  lefs  punifliment  than  her  delinquents 
fully  juftified.  For  flie  was  nor  wholly  fecluded  from 
all  fupply.  She  was,  by  this  propofition,  only  to 
be  virtually  removed  feventeen  miles  from  the  fea. 
The  duration  of  her  punifliment  was  entirely  in  her 
■own  power.  For  when  Ihe  Ihould  difeharge  this 
debt  to  the  Eaft-India  company,  which  had  been  con- 
• ...  trafted 
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trafted  by  her  own  violence,  and  had  given  full  aflur- 
ances  of  obedience  in  future  to  the  laws  of  trade  and 
revenue  ; there  was  no  doubt  but  that  his  majeftv,  to 
whom  he  propofed  to  leave  that  power,  would  again 
open  the  port,  and  exercife  that  mercy  which  was  a* 
greeable  to  his  difpoiition.  He  ftrongly  recommend- 
ed unanimity,  and  faid  that  this  was  a crifis  that  de- 
manded vigour.  He  was  by  no  means  an  enemy  to 
lenient  meafures.  Refolutions  of  warning  and  ceniure 
will  avail  nothing  ; now  is  the  time  to  (land  out  and 
defy  them  ; to  defy  them  with  firmnefs  and  without 
fear.  A conviftion  muft  be  produced  to  America 
that  we  are  in  earneft,  and  will  proceed  with  firmnefs 
and  vigour.  This  conviftion  would  be  loft  if  they 
found  us  doubting  and  hefitating.  Some  friends  to 
Britifh  authority  may  fuffer  a little,  but  il  with  this 
femporary  inconveniency  we  compare  the  lofs  of  the 
country,  and  its  due  obedience,  it  will  bear  no  com- 
panion. It  is  faid  the  Americans  will  not  pay  their 
debts ; this  they  threatened  before  the  repeal  of  the 
damp  aft.  The  aft  was  repealed.  What  was  the 
confequence.  They  did  not  pay.  This  threatening, 
if  attended  to,  muft  difable  parliament  equally  in  all 
' her  operations.  This  aft  will  not  require  a military 
power  to  inforce  it ; four  or  five  frigates  will  be  fuf- 
ficient.  But  if  they  Ihould  not  be  fufficient,  he  would 
not  fcrupleto  ufea  military  force,  which  might  aft  with 
e'ffeft,  and  without  bloodfhed.  The  other  colonies  will 
not  takefireat  the  proper  punifhmentinflifted  on  thofe 
who  have  difobeyed  the  laws.  They  will  leave  them 
to  fuffer  their  own  punifhm^nts.  If  they  do  combine 
with  them,  the  confequence  of  their  rebellion  belong 
not  to  us,  but  to  them.  We  are  only  anfwerable  that 
our  meafures  be  juft  and  equitable.  Let  us  proceed, 
fay%  he,  with  firmnefs,  juftice,  and  refolution ; which 
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courfe,  if  purfued,  will  certainly  produce  that  due 
obedience  to  the  laws  of  this  country,  and  fecurity  of 
the  trade  of  this  people,  which  I fo  earneftly  wilh  for. 
Thefe  are  the  arguments  of  the  minifter  which  he  ufed 
to  fupport  his  motion  for  bringing  in  the  Bofton  Port- 
bill  ; and  accordingly,  leave  was  given  for  bringing  it 
in. 

In  the  progrefs  of  this  a motion  was  made  for  an 
amendment,  for  the  purpofe  of  laying  a fine  on  the 
. town  of  Bolton,  equivalent  to  the  damage  fultained 
by  the  Eaft-India  company.  If  they  refufed  to  pay 
this  fine,  that  the  other  penalties  mentioned  in  the 
bill,  might  be  inflitted.  This  ammendment  was  re- 
jetted, and  this  bill  pregnant  with  fo  many  important 
confequences,  was  puflied  on  with  fo  much  vigour 
and  difpatch,  that  it  did  not  remain  long  in  the  houfe. 
It  is  fomewhat  furprizing  that  a law  fo  full  of  direful 
confequences,  fhould  have  been  received  with  fo 
much  applaufe  and  approbation,  as  this  did  at  firft. 
Without  enquiring  into  the  real'on  of  the  behaviour 
of  the  people  of  Bofton,  they  were  condemned  un- 
heard, and  disfranchifed  without  ever  having  their 
caufe  brought  before  thofe  who  pretended  to  be  their 
judges.  The  equity  of  obliging  a delinquent  andre- 
* fraftory  colony  to  make  fatisfaftion  for  the  diforders 
which  were  fuppofed  to  have  arifen  from  their  fattious 
temper,  and  negligent  police,  was  taken  for  granted  to 
be  a neeelTary  exertion  of  the  powers  of  government, 
and  many  things  exceptionable  in  the  att  were,  on 
that  account,  overlooked.  But  when  thefe  proceed- 
ings of  parliament  are  accurately  confidered,  and  the 
fpeech  of  the  minifter  feriflufly  annalized,  they  will  ap- 
pear to  be  pregnant  with  baleful  influence  to  every 
fpecies  of  liberty.  The  fpeech  of  the  minifter  declares, 
that  lie  took  for  granted  what  neither  the  Britilh  con- 
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ftitution  nor  the  colonifts  admit  to  be  true,  namely, 
that  the  parliament  of  Britain  have  a right  to  impol'e 
taxes,  where  the  people  have  no  reprefentation  ; and 
that  refiftance  to  foreign  laws  is  worthy  of  fevere 
punilhment. — That  the  parliament  ol  Britain  has  a 
right  to  take  away  what  it  never  had  a right  to  give  j 
namely,  a right  for  men  to  enjoy  the  poffeffions  which 
they  had  purchafed  from  the  original  proprietors  of  a 
country  where  Britain  had  no  ;jqrifdi£tion.  Thp 
equity  and  juftice  which  the  fpeech  fuperficially  men- 
tions, are  only  words  without  any  meaning,  unlefs 
that  juftice  varies  with  the  climate,  and  equity  changes 
with  the  longitude  and  latitude.  For  what  he  fo 
warmly  recommends  as  juft  and  equitable  in  Bofton, 
would  be  accounted  lawlels  tyranny  in  any  part  of 
Great  Britain. 

At  this  time  the  friends  of  the  colonies  in  parlia- 
ment were  divided  ; one  party  applauded  the  prefent 
meafures  as  lenient  and  gentle  ; others  continued  to 
ftand  upon  their  old  ground,  and  maintained  their 
conftant  principles.  In  the  courfe  of  the  debate  in 
the  progrefs  of  the  bill,  they  feem  to  have  been  truer 
prophets  than  the  minifter ; for  almoft  all  the  events 
Which  they  foretold  have  nearly  come  to  pal's,  but  not 
one  word  of  his  prophecies  have  been  accdmplilhed. 
Oppofitiofl  to  this  bill  encreafed,  during  the  time  of 
the  debates.  Mr  Bolan,  agent  for  the  Council  of 
Maflachufett’s-Bay,  prefented  a petition,  defiring  to 
be  heard  for  the  faid  council,  and  in  behalf  of  him- 
felf  and  others,  the  inhabitants  in  the  town  of  Bofton. 
The  houfe  refufed  to  hear  the  petition.  It  was  faicl 
that  the  agent  of  the  council  was  not  agent  for  the  cor- 
poration, and  no  agent  could  be  received  from  a cor- 
porate body,  except  he  were  appointed  by  all  the  ne- 
cclTary  conftituent  parts  of  that  body.  Befides  the 

council 


Digitized  by  Googl 


4X2  ‘HISTORY  OT  A.  D.  1774. 

Council  was  Amounting,  and  the  body  by  which  he 
Was  appointed  could  not  be  then  exifting.  This  vote 
reje&ing  the  petition  was  feverely  cetifured.  It  was 
certainly  very  inconfiftent  to  receive  a petition  front 
the  fame  perfon  a few  days  before,  and  refufe  his  pe- 
tition at  this  time  for  want  of  a qualification, they  al- 
lowed him  then  to  be  pofleffed  of.  What  made  this 
rejecting  of  the  petition  appear  more  extraordinary 
was  that  at  that  very  time  the  houfe  of  peers  was 
actually  hearing  Mr  Bolan  at  their  bar  upon  his  petition, 
as  a perfon  duly  qualified.  The  fame  objection  might 
be  made  to  all  American  agents,  none  of  them  were 
then  qualified  as  the  minifter  required,  and  thus  all 
communication  between  the  parliament  and  the  co- 
lonies, was  then  cut  off ; at  the  fame  time  they  were 
making  laws  to  opprefs  them.  . It  will  be  difficult  for 
a benevolent  citizen  of  the  world,  in  fome  future  pe- 
riod of  time,  to  believe  that  there  were  fuch  meafures 
carried  on  in  a parliament  of  Great  Britain,  confining 
of  men  profeffing  the  proteftant  religion,  and  bearing 
the  Chriflian  name.  They  will  be  ready  to  confider 
this  part  of  the  hiftory  of  Britain  in  the  light  of  a 
fable  or  romance,  contrived  by  fome  ingenious  perfon 
to  amufe  the  reader,  without  any  intention  of  finding 
credit,  or  expefting  to  be  accounted  a true  hiflorian. 

After  fpme  foftening  motions  had  been  propofed 
and  rejefted,  the. miniiter  brought  in  another  bill,  to 
which  the  Bolton  port  a£t  was  only  a prologue  j it 
was  intitled,  “ A bill  for  the  better  regulating  the 
government  of  the  province  of  Mafiachufett’s-Bay^ 
This  bill  was  intended  to  alter  the  conftitution  and 
government  of  this  province,  as  it  Hood  fettled  by  the 
charter  of  King  William,  and  to  take  all  lhare  ot  go- 
vernment out  of  the  hands  of  the  people,  and  to  veil 
the  nomination  of  counfellors,  judges  and  magiftrates 
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■qf  all  kinds,  including  fherifts,  in  the  crown,  and  ia 
fome  cafes  in  the  king’s  governor,  and  all  to  be  re- 
moveable  at  the  pleafure  of  the  king.  This  was  at 
at  one  ftroke  undermining  the  ancient  government  of 
the  colony,  and  leaving  the  people  no  lhare  in  their 
.own  government  at  all.  The  fupporters  of  this  bill 
alledged,  that  the  diforders  of  the  province  of  MafTa- 
chufett’s-Bay,  not  only  diftratted  that  province  with- 
in itfelf,  but  fet  an  ill  example  to  all  the  colonies. 
An  executive  power  was  wanting.  The  force  of  the 
civil  power,  it  was  faid,  confided  in  the  pojfe  c omit  at  us  ; 
but  the  poffe  are  the  very  people  wrho  commit  the 
ripts.  That  there  was  a total  defeft  in  the  conftitu- 
tional  power  throughout.  If  the  democratical  part 
fbew  a contempt  of  the  laws,  how  is  the  governor 
to  enforce  them  ? Magiftrates  he  cannot  appoint ; 
he  cannot  give  an  order  without  feven  of  the 
council  affenting ; and  let  the  military  be  never  fo 
numerous  and  aflive,  they  cannot  move  in  fupport  of 
the  civil  magiftracy,  when  no  civil  magiltrate  will  call 
upon  them  for  fupport.  It  is  in  vain,  it  was  faid, 
that  you  make  laws  and  regulations  here,  when  there 
are  none  found  to  execute  them  in  that  country.  It 
is  therefore  become  abfolutely  neceflary  to  alter  the' 
whole  frame  of  the  Mafluchufett’s  government,  fo  far 
as  it  relates  to  the  executive  and  judical  powers.  . It 
was  alfo  affirmed,  that  the  juries  wrere  injudicioufly 
cliofen,  and  that  fome  immediate  and  permanent  reme- 
dy ought  to  be  adopted.  The  bill,  which  was  at  laft 
formed  into  a law,  will  teftify  upon  what  principles 
it  was  founded.  A vigorous,  but  ineffeftuul  oppoii- 
tion  was  made  to  the  paffing  of  this  arbitrary  law  ;* 
the  court  had  a ftrong  majority,  which  was  fit  to  carry 
every  point,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  they  would 
would  have  hcfitated  at  any  thing  whatfoever. 
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The  minority,  urged,  that  to  take  away  'the  civil 
conftitution  of  a whole  people  fecured  by  charter,  the 
validity  of  which  was  not  fo  much  as  queftioned  at 
law,  upon  fnere  loofe  allegations  of  delinquencies  and 
defefts,  was  a proceeding  of  a moft  arbitrary  and 
dangerous  nature.  They  faid  it  was  worfe  than  the 
proceedings  againft  the  Americans,  and  Englifh 
corporations,  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  and  King 
James  the  fecond,  which  were,  however,  accounted 
the  worft  afts  of  thofe  arbitrary  reigns.  At  that  time, 
the  charge  Was  regularly  made ; the  colonies  and  cor- 
porations  called  to  anfwer ; time  was  giveft,  and  the 
rules  of  juftice,  at  leaft  in  appearance,  were  obferved. 
Bnt  here,  they  faid,  there  was  nothing  of  the  kind, 
^ot  fo  much  as  a pretence  to  the  colour  of  juftice  ; 
hot  one  evidence  had  been  examined  at  the  bar,  a 
thing  done  on  the  moft  trifling  regulation,  affefting 
the  franchife  of  the  fubjeft.  That  the  pretence  of 
taking  away  the  charter,  in  order  to  give  ftrength  to 
government,  would  never  anfwer  \ for  this  was  firft 
doing  evil,  that  good  might  follow.  They  a Iked  the 
miniftry,  Whether  the  colonies,  which  are  already 
regulated  nearly  upon  the  plan  propofed,  were  more 
fubmiflive  to  our  right  of  taxation,  than  that  of  Mafla- 
chufett's-Bay  ? If  not,  what  would  be  gained  by  the 
bill,  that  can  be  fo  very  material  to  the  authority  of 
parliament,  as  to  riik  all  the  credit  of  parliamentary 
juftice,  by  fo  ftrong  and  irregular  a proceeding  ? 
That  the  part  of  the  aft  which  affefted  juries,  was 
made  without  fo  much  as  a Angle  complaint  of  abufe 
pretended.  They  proceeded  further,  and  affirmed, 
•hat  the  cafe  of  the  late  Captain  Prefton,  Mr  Otis,  and 
many  others,  fhewed  with  what  juftice  the  juries  in 
that  colony  afted.  They  denied  that  the  juries  were 
improperly  chofenj  that  they  were  appointed  by  a 
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better  method  than  outs,  by  a fort  of  ballot  in  which 
no  partiality  could  take  place.  But  by  the  new  regu- 
lation the  Iheriff  is  appointed,  with  out  any  qualifica- 
tion, by  the  governor,  and  to  hold  his  office  at 
his  pleafure.  This  was  a power,  they  faid,  given  to  the 
governor,  greater  than  that  given  by  the  cbtiflitution 
ro  the  crown  itfelf.  This  they  infilled  was  a great 
abufe,  inllead  of  reformation ; and  tended  to  put  the 
lives  and  properties  of  the  people  abfolutely  into  the 
hands  of  the  governors.  It  was  further  urged,  that 
the  diforder  lay  much  deeper  than  the  forms  of  go- 
vernment. That  the  people  throughout  the  colonies 
were  univerlally  difatisfied,  and  that  their  uneafinefs 
and  refiftance  was  no  lefs  in  the  royal  governments 
than  in  others.  That  the  remedy  could  only  be 
in  the  removal  of  the  caufe  of  the  diftemper,  and  in 
quieting  the  minds  of  the  people.  That  the  aft  had 
a direft  tendency  to  the  contrary;  and  they  feared, 
that  inllead  of  giving  llrength  to  government,  it  would 
dellroy  the  fmall  remains  of  Englilh  authority  which 
was  left  in  the  colonies 

Mr  Bolan  the  agent  of  the  Maffachufett’s  council, 
made  another  effort  in  behalf  of  his  province,  and  at- 
tempted to  pe  tition  for  time  to  reteive  an  anfwer  from 
the  province,  to  the  account  he  had  fent  of  the  proceed- 
ing again  11  them;  fefit  the  houfe  rfcfufed  to  receive  the 
petition  by  a large  majority;  The  fame  natives  of 
America,  who'  petitioned  againll  the  Boftort  Port-bill, 
again  renewed  their  endeavours,  by  a petition  againll 
this.  This  petition  was  written  with^great  fpirit,  and 
■in  a very  warm  llile.  and  compofed  With  much  judg- 
ment, itfet  forth  the  apprehenfions  of  the  petitioners, 
what  would  be  the  effefts  of  this  bill  in  the  place  where 
it  was  intended  to  operate,  and  was  a true  prognolti- 
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cation  of  what  has  fince  come  to  pafs.  It  had  leave 
to  lie  upon  the  table,  but  was  no  more  taken  notice 
of.  The  bill  at  laft  was  patted  by  a very  great  majori- 
ty, after  a very  fpiritcd  and  long  debate.  The  debates 
in  the  houfc  of  Lords  were  equally  warm,  and  upon 
the  fame  principles,  arid  in  the  end  iffued  in  the  fame 
manner.  When  this  bufmefs  wasfinifhed,  theminifter 
proceeded  to  give  thefmilhing  ftroke  to  the  liberties  of 
America.  It  was  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill 
for  the  impartial,  adminiftration  of  juttice,  in  cafes  of 
perfons  queftioned  for  any  afts  done  by  them  in  the 
execution  of  the  laws,  or  for  the  fuppreflion  of  riots  or 
tumults  in  the  province  of  Maffachufett’s-Bay,  in  New 
England.  This  bill  provides,,  that  in  cafe  that  any 
perfon  is  indifted  for  murder,  or  any  other  capital  of- 
fence, and  that  it  fhall  appear  to  the  governor,  that 
the  feel  w as  committed  in  the  exercife  or  aid  ofmagiftra- 
cy  in  fuppreffing  tumults  or  riots  j and  it  fhall  further 
appear  to  the  governor,  that  a fair  trial  cannot  be  had 
in  the  province,  he  fhall  fend  the  perfon  fo  indifted, 
&e.  to  another  colony,  or  to  Great  Britain  to  be  tried. 
The  charges  on  both  fides  to  be  paid  out  of  the  cuf- 
toms.  This  aft  was  to  continue  for  four  years. 

The  arguments  ufed  to  inforce  this  bill  were,  that 
magiftracy  mud  be  inforced  by  all  poffible  means ; for 
as  thefe  orders  would  probably  be  refilled  by  force, 
it  would  lay  them,  under  a neceffity  to  life  force  in 
the  executing  of  them.  In  this  cafe  blood  would  be 
probably  fpiiled.  Who  wrould  rifle  this  event,  though 
hi  the  execution  of  his  duty,  if  the  rioters  themfelves, 
or  their  abettors,  were  to  fit  as  judges.  Theminifter 
alledged,  that  l'uch  an  aft  was  not  without  precedent 
at  home.  Where  fmuggling  was  known  to  be  notori- 
ously countenanced  in  one  county,  the  trial  of  offences 
of  that  kind  had  teen  direftedto  be  in  another.  The 
" - rebel 
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rebels  of  Scotland,  in  the  year  1746,  were  rried  in 
England.  All  particular  privileges  gave  way  to  the 
public  fafety  ; when  that  is  endangered,  even  the 
Habeas  Corpus  aft,  the  great  palladium  of  Englifh 
liberty  has  been  fufpended.  That  the  aft  propofed 
did  not  eftablilh  a military  government,  but  a civil  one, 
by  which  the  former  was  greatly  improved.  It  gave 
to  the  province  a council,  magiftrates,  and  juftices* 
when  in  effeft  they  had  none  before.  This  bill  was 
warmly  oppofed,  and  all  thefe  reafons  fully  refuted  j 
but  a dead  majority  carried  all  before  them. 

It  is  impoffible  not  to  obferve  the  weaknefs,  as  well 
as  the  abfurdity  of  the  miniilerial  arguments,  ufed  on 
this  occafion,  as  well  as  the  futility  of  the  precedents 
brought  to  confirm  them.  There  had  been  recent 
inftances  of  the  impartiality  of  juries  in  the  colonies 
in  the  cafe  of  Captain  Prefton  and  others,  when  ver- 
difts  had  been  given  according  to  juftice,  according 
to  the  minifters  own  ideas  of  that  matter,  and  there 
could  be  no  reafon  of  fearing  juftice  would  not  be  ex- 
ecuted, unlefs  he  was  defigned  to  promote  fome 
conduft  which  would  give  reafon  for  fetting  afide  its 
ufual  courfe.  His  fpeech  fuggefted  that  he  intended  that 
fomething  would  be  done,  which  he  would  call  juftice, 
and  which  the  colonifts  would  have  reafon  to  account 
unjuft,  and  would  be  obliged  in  conference  to  treat  it 
as  it  delerved.  He  was  therefore  providing  againft  a 
confequence  he  forefaw  would  happen,  becaufe  he  was 
determined  it  fhould  happen.  In  this  the  old  maxim 
was  confirmed,  ” That  the  children  of  this  world  are 
wifer  than  the  children  of  light.  ” But  there  was  no 
reafon  for  making  proviiion  agoinft  an  evil  that  never 
Would  have  happened,  unlefs  the  minifter  himfelf  had 
been  the  author  of  it.  He  appearsto  have  been  de- 
termined that  blood  ihould  be  Ihcd,  and  fpeaks  of  it 
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with  great  coolnefs  and  indifference  ; and  what  bears 
the  moft  unfavourable  interpretation,  he  wanted  to 
have  thofe  he  intended  fhould  lhed  it  fcrcened  from 
juftice  if  he  polfibly  could* 

The  precedents  which  he  mentions,  are  moft  un- 
favourable for  his  arguments ; for  it  is  only  fupporting 
one  aft  of  injuftice  by  another.  For  though  many  in 
a county  may  countenance  fmuggling,  yet  it  does  not 
prove  that  all  the  county  are  fmugglers,  and  that  an 
honeft jury  cannot  be  found  in  fome  counties  in  Eng- 
land. No  man  would  fuppofe  this  unlefs  he  were  a 
proficiept  jn  the  praftice  of  deceit  himfelf. 

The  cafe  pf  the  Scotch  rebels  is  /till  more  unfavour- 
able ; for  the  cafe  of  the  colonies  and  that  of  the 
Jacobites  ure  quite  different.  The  colonies  were  ac- 
knowledging the  fovereignity  of  the  king,  and  petition- 
ing moft  humbly  for  a redrefs  of  grievances  ; they 
wanted  not  to  have  phe  government  changed,  nor  the 
revolution  fet  afide,  but  to  have  the  old  laws  continu- 
ed, and  their  ancient  coqftitution  fecured  againft 
modern  invafions  of  parliament.  They  were  willing 
to  continue  in  allegiance  to  the  king,  and  delired  no 
more  than  the  protection  which  other  fubjefts  of  the 
empire  enjoyed;  they  claimed,  and  they  prayed  for  no 
more  than  what  all  $ritilh  fubjefts  claim  as  their  juft 
and  legal  right  to  pofTefs.  But  this  was  not  the  cafe 
of  the  Jacobites;  their  greateft  grievance  was  the 
revolution  itfelf,  and  their  greateft  eye-fore  the  Brunf- 
wick  family  that  fupported  it.  They  did  not  come  to 
the  throne  with  petitions,  but  attacked#  it  with  the 
fwordin  their  hands;  they  aimed  at  the  deftruftion  of 
the  fovereign,  aqd  intended  to  change  the  conftitu- 
tion.  Thefe  Jacobite  tribes  moft  voluntarily,  and 
without  any  new  oppreffion,  or  any  new  reafons  of 
tebcllion,  but  what  will  always  be  the  fame  to  them, 
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drew  the  fword  againft  the  King  ancl  the  laws,  and 
fought  the  life  of  his  Majedy  King  George,  to  place 
a popiili  Pretender  upon  the  throne  of  thefe  king- 
doms, But  the  colonids  were  praying  and  befeecli- 
rpg  both  king  and  parliament  to  fupport  the  common 
liberties  of  the  empire,  which  had  been  ratified  by 
the  revolution  fettlement,  and  confirmed  by  all  the 
fovereigns  fince  that*  time.  The  oppofition  which 
the  Americans  made  to  new  ftatutes  is  fupporred  by 
the  conllitution  itfelf,  and  without  new  laws  fetting  a- 
fide  the  old  ones,  they  could  not  be  made  rebels. — - 
The  violence  of  the  miniftry  drove  them  to  refidance, 
which  was  determined  rebellion,  to  gure  fanttion  to  the 
force  that  was  intended  to  be  ufed  to  make  them  fub- 
mit  to  the  new'  meafures  of  government.  In  thefe 
refpefts  the  cafe  of  the  colonies  and  the  Jacobites 
were  very  different,  and  no  arguments  drawn  from 
the  one  to  the  other  can  poffibly  be  of  any  force. 
The  paffidns  and  prejudices  of  intereded  perfens  may 
lead  them  to  pervert  the  cleared  reafon  ; but  all  dif- 
paffionate  and  difintereded  men,  who  are  under  the 
government  of  right  reafon  and  common  fenfe,  will 
judge  in  another  manner,  and  determine  according 
to  truth.  Had  the  minider  fpoken  the  real  fenriments 
of  his  mind,  he  would  have  declared  that  he  wanted 
to  have  a military  government  in  the  colonics  to  in- 
force  obedience  to  all  the  arbitrary  meafures  that  had 
been  purfued;  for  his  words  could  imply  nothinglefs  than 
that  he  intended  to  rule  bv  the  fword,  and  therefore 
wanted  tohave  his  agentfecured  againd  law  and  judicc. 

The  lad  and  mod  remarkable  tranfa£lion  of  this 
year,  was  the  Quebec  bill,  which  was  called  a bill 
for  making  more  eflfc£lual  provifion  for  the  gov  em- 
inent of  the  province  of  Quebec  in  North  America. — 
This  bill  came  down  from  the  Hcufe  cf  Lords  to-  the 
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Commons  for  their  approbation,  where  it  tuet  with 
ftrong  oppofition,  and  underwent  feveral  amendments. 
The  miniftry  expected  that  as  the  bill  psfled  the  houfe 
of  Lords  fo  eafily,  that  it  would  have  met  with  no 
oppofition  from  the  Commons  ; but  in  this  they  were 
miftaken.  What  embarraffed  the  minifter  molt  in 
this  particular  cafe  was,  that  the  bill  made  a great 
noife  without  doors,  and  was  altogether  unpopular 
in  its  nature.  It  had  an  article  concerning  religion  in 
it,  which  appeared  to  have  a tendency  to  inflame  the 
nation  ; and  provided  there  had  been  as  much  zeal 
for  the  proteftant  religion,  as  in  former  times,  the  mi- 
nifter durft  not  have  proceeded  fo  faft  with  his  favourite 
bill,  nor  would  it  have  at  all  palled.  This  bill  took  up  a 
good  deal  of  time,  and  met  with  a very  warm  oppofi- 
tion. Many  witneffes  were  examined  to  give  as  much 
colour  as  poffible  to  the  fairnefs  of  the  proceeding.— 
Among  thefe  were  General  Carleton,  governor  of 
Canada  ; Mr  Hay,  Chief  Juftice  of  that  province  j 
Mr  Mazeres,  Curfitor  Baron  of  the  Exchequer,  late 
Attorney-General  there,  and  Agent  to  the  Engliftr 
inhabitants  of  Canada  ; Doctor  Marriot,  the  King’s 
Advocate-General  in  England  ; Monf.  Lolbiniere,  4 
French  gentleman  of  confiderable  property  in  Cana- 
da. The  principal  objefts  of  this  bill  were  to  afcer- 
tain  the  limits  of  that  province,  which  were  extend- 
ed far  beyond  what  had  been  fettled  as  fuch,  by  the 
king’s  proclamation  of  1763- — To  form  a legillative 
council  for  all  the  affairs  of  that  province,  except 
taxation,  which  council  Ihould  be  appointed  by  the 
crown,  the  office  to  be  held  during  pleafure  ? and  his 
Majefty’s  Roman  Catholic  fubjefts  were  entitled  to  a 
place  in  it.  To  eftablilh  the  French  laws,  and  a trial 
ynthout  jury,  in  civil  cafes,  and  the  Englilh  laws, 
s',  ith  a trial  by  jury,  in  criminal  ones.  To  fecure  to 
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the  Roman  Catholic  clergy,  except  regulars,  the  legal 
enjoyment  of  their  eftates,  and  of  their  tythes,  from"' 
all  that  are  of  their  own  religion,  Thefe  were  the 
chief  objefts  of  this  a£h 

The  arguments  which  were  ufed  for  the  fupport  of 
this  bill  were, — That  the  French,  who  were  a very 
great  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  country,  hav- 
ing bfcen  ufed  to  live  under  an  abfolute  government, 
were  not  anxious  for  the  forms  of  a free  one,  which 
they  little  underftood  or  valued.  That  they  even 
abhorred  the  idea  of  a popular  representation,  ob- 
ferving  the  milchiefs  which  it  introduced  in  their 
neighbouring  countries.  Befides,  it  would  be  unrea- 
sonable to  have  a representative  body  out  of  which  all 
the  natives  fhould  be  excluded  j and  perhaps  it  would 
be  dangerous  to  truft  fuch  an  inftrument  in  the  hands 
of  a people  but  newly  taken  into  the  Britifh  empire. 
They  were  not  yet  ripe,  it  was  faid,  for  Englifh  go- 
vernment. That  their  landed  property  had  been  all 
granted,  and  their  family  Settlements  made  on  the 
ideas  of  French  laws : that  the  laws  concerning  con- 
trails and  perfonal  property  were  nearly  the  fame  ifi 
France  a9  in  England  ; that  a trial  by  jury  was  ftrange 
and  difgufting  to  them.  That  with  regard  to  religion, 
it  had  been  ftipulated  to  allow  them  perfeft  fre  edom 
in  that  refpeil  by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  a?  far  as  the 
laws  of  England  permitted.  The  penai  laws  of  Eng- 
land -with  refpett  to  religion,  they  faid, did  not  extend 
beyond  the  kingdom  ; and  though  the  king’s  Supre- 
macy extended  farther,  a provision  was  made  in  the  ai¥ 
to  oblige  the  Canadians  to  be  fubjeft  to  it ; and  an  oath 
prefcribed  as  a teft  againft  fuch  papal  claims  as  might 
endanger  the  allegiance  of  the  fubjeils.  That  it  was 
* againft  all  equity  to  perfecute  thofe  people  for  their 
religion,  and  that  people  have  not  the  privileges  of  re- 
. i hgion 
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ligion  fvho  have  not  their  own  prieftfioocL  And  aS 
•for  the  payment  of  tythes,it  was  at  befl  only  fetting- 
down  their  clergy,  where  they  were  fonnd  at  the 
conqucft.  In  one  rcfpcft,  it  was  find,  they  were? 
worfe,  as  no  perfon  profeffing  the  proteflant  religion 
was  to  be  fubjeft  to  thenl,  which  would  be  a greaf 
encouragement  to  converfions.  r t . . 

There  is  great  reafon  to  conclude,  that'  none  ofthefe 
were  the  true  reafons  for  preferring  the  bill ; but  thef  • 
main  reafon,  though  not  what  is  now  called  the  often- 
fible  one  was,  to  bring  over'  the  French  colo'nifts  to 
the  defigns  of  the  miniltry.  and  to  perfuade  them,  by 
pretended  favours,  to  fall  upon  the  back  fettlements 
of  tlie  Englifh  colonies.  The  miniftcr  feerns  to  have 
been  totally  ignorant  of  the  difpofition  of  the  French* 
Catholics  in  Canada  ; for  we  do  not  find  that  ever 
thefe  papifts  have  been  fo  dutiful  as  to  thank  govern- 
ment for  the  new  favours  that  , were  granted  them  ; — 
and  it  has  appeared  fmee  that  they  were  not  defirrng 
any  fuch  change-  A few  tools  of  government  were 
perfuaded  to  fend  a petition  to  parliament  for  the 
French  laws,  but  it  was  far  fron  the  minds  of  the  ge- 
nerality to  folicit  any  fuch  favour.  With  regard  to 
the  promif'e  made  in  the  king’s  declaration,  -it  extend- 
ed no  farther  than  a free  toleration;  whereas  the 
bill  gives  a legal  efhibiifhment  to  popery  in  Canada, 
and  pledges  the  faith  ofkingand  parliament  forthe  fup- 
port  of  the  popifii  religion.  The  reiigion  of  popery 
in  thatpartofhis  Majefty’s  dominions  is  eftablilhed  up-1 
on  ;he  fame  footing  as  that  of  the  Church  of  England, 
upon  papifts  acknowledging  the  king’s  fupremacy,  as 
appointed  firft  by  the  Queen  Elizabeth.  Whereas 
the  proteiiants  have  no  otherfecurity  than  the  pleafure 
of  the  king,  nor  . ny  right  to  demand  and  thing;-except 
What  he  {hall  pleafe  to  grant  them*  _ By  this  -law  the 
...  * papifts, •> 
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papifts  are  fccured  ii\  all  their  religious  privileged 
and  provided  for  by  an  aft  of  the  Britifh  parliament, 
with  a legal  fecurity  for  a maintenance  for  their 
clergy.  The  only  favour  which  is  fliewn  to  protef- 
tants  is  that  they  are  freed  from  paying  tythes,  which 
the  minilter  thought  Would  be  a powerful  means  of 
converfion,  to  bring  over  papifts  to  the  proteftant  re- 
ligion ; but  though  this  may  appear  to  be  a very 
itrong  incentive  to  a minifter  of  ftate,  or  others  who 
pay  little  regard  to  any  religion,  yet  to  fuch  as  have 
any  principles  of  confidence,  fome  ftronger  means  of 
converfion  are  neceflary.  It  appears  from  the  mini- 
fterial  arguments  that  the  minifter  wanted  only  fuch 
converts  from  popery  as  were  fwayed  by  the  motives 
of  worldly  rewards,  which  are  thofe  mod  prevalent 
With  many  in  his  ftation.  The  giving  the  Canadian  > 
colonifts  the  trial  by  jury  in  criminal  caufes,  and  the 
French  method  of  trial  in  civil  caufes  has  a very  whim- 
sical appearance ; for  certainly  a man  would  chufe 
to  truft  his  property  where  he  would  chufe  to  truft 
his  life.  And  it  is  certainly  neceflary,  that  people 
have  as  good  a chance  for  fecuring  their  property  as 
they  poflibly  can.  But  although  government  intend- 
ed to  grant  a favour  to  the  papifts ; this  was  no  rea- 
fon  why  the  proteftant  fubjefts  of  the  empire  fhould 
be  dripped  of  their  rights  to  oblige  Roman  papifts ; 
the  proteftants  in  Canada  ought  to  have  had  the  en- 
joyment of  what  the  law  fecures  to  Englilh  fubjefts, 
whatever  the  government  might  be  pleafed  to  grant 
to  papifts.  But  by  this  law  they  have  deprived  the 
proteftant  fubjefts  of  Britain  of  their  juft  natural 
rights,  fecured  to  them  by  the  conftitution,  upon  the 
faith  of  enjoying  which,  they  fettled  in  that  part  of  the 
world.  The  pafling  of  this  bill  whereby  fuch  favour 
was  ftiewn  to  the  church  of  Rome,  created  rpore  fuf- 
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• picion  on  account  of  the  legiflature  refufing  a petition 
which  had  been  prefenied  fome  time  before  by  the 
proteftant  diflenters  for  relief  from  fome  penal  laws 
that  'were  Handing  againft  them.  It  was  concluded 
that  government  fhewed  this  favour  to  the  Catholics, 
from  a perfuafion  that  they  were  fuitable  inftruments 
to  promote  their  arbitrary  defigns,  and  that  they 
wanted  to  difcourage  the  diflenters,  becaufe  they 
were  friends  to  liberty,  and  foes  to  all  forts  of  tyran- 
ny and  defpotifm.  Whatever  were  the  motives 
which  determined  the  legiflature  to  pafs  this  law,  it 
is  manifeft  that  it  is  an  infra&ion  of  the  conftitution, 
by  eftablifhing  popery  in  the  Britilh  empire,  which 
the  revolution  fettlement  guarded  againft.  It  is  a 
fpecial  part  of  the  prefent  infelicity  of  thefe  nations 
at  prefent,  that  there  are  a number  of  modern  ftatutes 
that  clalh  with  ancient  and  conftitutional  lawrs,  where- 
by men  in  defending  the  one  may  be  punifhed  for 
tranfgrefling  the  others.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of 
the  far  greater  part  of  Britilh  fubjefts  to  know  and 
underftand  the  large  body  of  laws  that  are  contained 
in  the  ftatutes,  and  through  ignorance  are  ready  to 
expofe  themfelves  to  the  fanftions  of  fome  Handing 
law  of  the  land  efpecially  as  it  has  been  for  fo  many 
ages  an  eftablilhed  idea,  that  all  the  fubje&s  of  the 
Britilh  empire  have  the  fame  privileges  of  the  laws, 
and  may  all  be  their  owm  legillators,  w'hen  they  be- 
came freeholders  of  the  empire.  But  though  it  was 
formerly  thought  that  the  fubje&s  of  the  colonies 
were  freemen,  like  others  at  home,  yet  it  has  been  de- 
termined that  colonift  and  freeman  have  different  fig- 
nifications  ; and  that  there  can  be  no  legal  freedom 
out  of  Great  Britain.  For  this  is  the  import  of  the 
reafoning  upon  the  fubjeft  of  colonization  in  the  pre- 
late times. 
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•Chap  VIII. 

A View  of  the  Proceedings  at  Home — Trdnfaftions  in 
■Maffachufett’s-Bay—Rhode-IJIand--New  Hampfhire -- 
' The  Affair  at  Lexington  and  Concord — The  Battle  of 
Bunker' s-Hill,  and  its  confequences,  &c. 


BEFORE  we  proceed  dire&ly  to  the  tranla&ions 
of  this  year,  it  may  be  neceffary  to  take  a view 
of  fome  proceedings  of  the  year  1774,  which  feem 
immediately  connefted  with  the  important  tranfac- 
tions  of  this.  After  General  Gage  arrived  at  Bof- 
ton,  and  had,  after  forae  altercations  on  both  fides, 
diffolved  the  affembly,  the  committee  of  corrcfpon- 
dence  at  Bofton  entered  into  an  agreement,  which 
they  entitled  a folemn  league  and  covenant,  wherein 
the  fubfcribers  bound  themfelves  in  the  mod  folemn 
manner,  and  in  the  prefence  of  God,  to  fufpend  all 
commercial  intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  from  the 
lad  day  of  the  enfuing  month  of  Auguft,  until  the 
Bodon  port  bill,  and  the  other  obnoxious  laws  were 
repealed,  and  the  colony  of  Maffachufett’s-Bay  fully 
redored  to  all  its  chartered  rights  and  privileges. — 
They  alfo  bound  themfelves  in  the  fame  manner,  not 
to  confume,  or  purchafe  from  any  other,  any  goods 
whatfoever  which  arrived  after  the  fpecified  time,  and 
to  break  off  all  commerce,  trade,  and  dealings,  wirh 
any  who  trade  with  the  importers  of  fuch  goods,  as 
well  as  with  the  importers  themfelves.  They  alfo  re- 
nounced in  the  fame  manner,  all  future  intercourse 
and  connexion  with  thofe  who  diould  refufe  to  fub- 
fcribe  to  that  covenant,  or  to  bind  themfelves  by  fome 
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fimilar  agreement  with  the  dangers  the  penalty  an- 
nexed, of  having  their  names  publifhed  to  the  world, 
This  covenant,  accompanied  with  a letter  from  the 
committee  at  Bolton,  was  circulated  with  great  irt- 
duftry  and  activity,  and  the  people  not  only  in 
the  New  England  provinces  but  in  the  other 
provinces,  entered  into  this  new  league  with 

the  greateft  keennefs. ; —What  was  fome- 

what  remarkable  is,  that  fimilar  agreements  had 
been  entered  into  about  the  fame  time,  in  various 
parts  of  the  continent,  and  without  any  previous  con- 
cert with  one  another,  any  more  than  with  thofe  at 
Bofton.  The  title  of  a folemn  league  and  covenant 
greatly  alarmed  General  Gage,  and  ^he  friends  of 
the  miniftry  in  all  p^rts  of  the  Britifh  dominions  ; its 
name,  as  well  us  its  tendency,  was  ominous  and 
frightful,  It  brought  to.  the  remembrance  of  his  Ma-. 
jefty’s  governors  and  minifters  the  times  of  England 
and  Scotland,  entering  into  a folemn  league  and  co- 
venant for  the  defence  pf  their  legpJ  rights  and  privi- 
leges, which  have  always  been  remembered  by  men 
of  arbitrary  principles  with  horror  and  difguft.  The 
caufes  and  the  effe&s  were  by  fome  confidered  at  this 
time  to  be  pretty  much  fimilar  to  thofe  ip  the  time 
of  the  long  parliament  ; and  it  was  no  great  wonder 
that  General  Gage  was  alarmed  at  the  tidings  of  a 
new  folemn  league  and  covenant.  His  proclamation 
on  the  29th  pf  June  fhews  how  much  he  was  agitated 
and  alarmed.  He  ftiles  it  an  unlawful,  hoflile, 
and  tra&erious  combination,  contrary  tp  the  allegi- 
ance due  to  the  king,  definitive  of  die  lawful  au- 
thority of  the  Britifh  parliament,  and  of  thp  peace, 
good  order,  and  fafety  of  the  community.  All  per- 
fons,  were  warned  againft  incurring  the  penalties  dup 
to  fuch  aggravated  and  dangerous  offences ; and  all 
magiftrates  charged  to  apprehend  and  fccure  for  trial 
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fuch  as  {hould  have  any  (hare  in  the  publifliing,  fubr 
fcribing,  aiding,  or  affilting  the  foregoiug,  or  an  fitni-r 
lar  covenant. 

This  «proclamation  produced  no  other  effeft  than 
to  exercife  the  judgment  and  pens  of  thofe  who  had 
knowledge  of  the  laws,  inv  {hewing  that  the  affocia- 
tion  did  not  come  within  any  of  the  laws  that  rc- 
fpefted  treafon,  and  that  the  charges  made  by  the 

Governor  were  erroneous,  unjuft,  and  injurious. 

They  faid  he  had  affumed  a power  which  the  confti- 
tution  denied  even  to  the  fovereign,  the  power  of 
making  thofe  things  to  be  treafon,  which  were  not 
conftdered  to  be  fuch  by  the  laws  ; that  the  people 
had  a right  to  affemble  to  confider  of  their  common 
grievances,  and  to  form  affociations  for  their  general 
conduft  towards  the  remedy  of  thofe  grievances  ; and 
that  the  proclamation  was  equally  arbitrary,  odious, 
and  illegal.  Had  the  Governor  conftdered  the  hifto- 
ry  of  former  times  carefully,  he  might  have  eafily  dif- 
covered  that  covenanters  are  not  fo  eafily  frightened 
as  to  give  up  what  they  they  conceive  to  be  their  juft 
rights,  for  a Ample  proclamation.  The  cafe  now  be- 
tween the  crown  officers  and  the  colonifts  was  much 
like  that  between  the  ancient  covenanters  and  the 
royalifts,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  firft,  The  par- 
tizans  of  Charles  charged  the  covenanters  with  trea- 
fon and  rebellion,  and  the  others  accufed  them  of  ty- 
ranny and  treafon  againft  the  cpnftitution.  Neither 
party  could  convince  the  other  by  arguments,  they  at 
laft  appealed  to  heaven,  and  tried  to  determine  their 
caufe  by  the  length  of  the  fword  ; the  determination 
was  fatal  to  many  thoufands,  and  to  Charles  himfelf, 
and  ought  to  be  a warning  to  all  future  magiftrates 
not  to  provoke  a people  too  far.  Minifters  and  court 
favourites  ought  to  confider,  that  among  their  friend? 

there 


Digitized  by  Google 


4iS  HISTORY  Or  A.  D.  1775 » 

there  are  few  that  are  fuch  from  principle,  and  pro- 
vided that  it  Ihould  happen  to  be  their  intereft  to  turn 
againft  them,  they  will  foon  defert  them,  and  join 
with  their  enemies ; whereas  thofe  that  are  againft 
them,  for  the  moft  part,  have  both  principle  and  bite- 
reji , in  oppofing  them,  and  are  determined  by  the 
ftrongeft  motives.  But  before  we  proceed  to  conli- 
der  the  tranfa&ions  at  home,  which  relate  to  the 
American  affairs  of  this  year,  we  ihall  take  a view  of 
the  behaviour  of  the  colonifts,  and  what  part  in  Ame- 
rica. 

The  determination  of  the  general  congrefs  had  now 
confirmed  the  principles  of  the  timid  and  cautious, 
and  their  fears  being  removed,  they  laid  afide  that 
moderation  which  before  they  affefted  to  obferve. 
The  refolves  of  the  congrefs  became  now  the  creed 
of  the  colonies  in  matters  of  politics,  and  a perfeft 
compliance  with  their  determinations  was  every  where 
obferved.  The  unanimity  through  the  whole  conn, 
nent  was  amazing ; the  lame  language  was  obferved 
by  town  and  provincial  meetings,  by  general  affem- 
blies,  by  judges  in  their  charges,  and  by  grand  juries 
in  their  prefentments ; and  alj  their  afts  tended  to  the 
fame  point.  It  was  furprifing  and  wonderful  to  fee 
the  inhabitants  of  rich  commercial  countries,  who 
had  acquired  a Ipng  and  eftablifhed  relifh  for  the 
fuperfluities  of  life,  and  who  it  might  have  been  fup- 
pofed,  would  have  acquired  irrefiftible  habits  in  ufing 
them,  ail  on  a fudden  throwing  afide  the  captivating 
allurements,  and  confining  themfelves  to  what  was 
merely  neceffary.  To  obferve  the  merchant  forego 
the  advantages  of  trade  and  commerce,  the  farmer 
fubmit  to  the  lofs  of  the  fale  of  the  produce  of  his  in- 
duftry,  and  the  feaman,  with  the  numberlefs  other 
perfons  dependent  upon  trade,  contentedly  refign  the 
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very  means  of  their  livelihood,  and  truft  to  the  pre- 
carious fubfiftence,  from  the  public  fpirit  and  charity 
of  the  opulent,  was  an  uncommon  phenomenon ; and 
what  is  perhaps  more  amazing,  that  the  rich  fhopld 
have  been  difpofed  to  run  the  hazard  of  Iofing  their 
all,  and  fupplying  the  poor  for  an  uncertain  expecta- 
tion of  obtaining  what  probability  feemed  to  deter- 
mine againft.  Such  however  was  the  view  that  Ame- 
rica at  that  time,  fmee  and  at  prefent,  exhibited  to 
the  world.  > , 

They  had  lent  a petition  from  the  continental  con- 
grefs  to  the  throne,  upon  which  they  placed  fome 
hopes  -of  a reconciliation  with  the  mother  country.-— 

It  was  imagined  that  a general  application  to  the 
people  of  England  would  have  produced  a falutary 
effcCt,  and  the  colonifts  had  ftill  a greater  dependance 
upon  the  unanimity  of  the  determinations  of  the  Con-  . 
grefs,  in  influencing  the  public  opinions  at  home  in  the 
mother  country.  Thefe  hopes  however  did  not  pre- 
vail fo  far  with  them,  as  to  put  them  off  their  guard, 
or  to  make  them  abate  of  their  zeal  in  purfuing  fuch 
meafures  as  were  neceffary  to  provide  again!!  the 
word;  that  might  happen.  The  principal  leaders  did 
not  depend  much  upon  thefe  expectations,  which 
fome  placed  in  the  fuccefs  of  their  petition  to  the 
throne.  The  fouthern  colonies  began  to  arm,  as 
thofe  in  the  north,  and  to  train  and  arm  their  militia, 
and  as  foon  as  advice  was  received  of  the  proclama-  t 
lion  iffued  in  Englrnd  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
arms  and  ammunition  to  America,  meafures  were 
fpeedily  taken  to  provide  a remedy  for  that  defeCb 
For  this  purpofe,  and  to  render  themfelves  as  inde- 
pendent as  poffible  upon  foreigners  for  the  fupply  of 
thefe  effential  articles,  mills  were  ereCted,  and  raanu- 
faCiures  formed,  both  in  Philadelphia  and  Virginia, 
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for  the  making  of  gunpowder,  and  encouragement 
given  in  all  the  colonies,  for  the  fabricating  of  arms 
of  every  fort.  ^Great  and  many  difficulties  attended 
thefe  firft  effays  and  the  fupply  of  powder,  both 
from  home  manufafture,  and  importation,  was  for  a 
long  time  fcarce  and  precarious.  But  fuch  was  their 
refolution  and  zeal,  that  they  ardently  perflfted  in 
their  undertakings,  and  fuccefs  attended  their  endea- 
vours. 

General  Gage  ilTued  a proclamation  againft  the 
provincial  congrefs  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  but  it  did 
not  produce  the  finalleft  effect  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  congrefs,  nor  in  the  conduct  of  the  people,  who 
paid  an  implicit  obedience  to  its  determinations.  It 
is  highly  probable  that  the  meafures  of  this  provin- 
cial affembly  were  managed  by  advice  of  the  general 
congrefs,  which  was  fitting  at  the  fame  time,  with 
whom  they  held  a conftant  correfpondence.  The 
critical  fituation  of  Bolton,  the  capital  of  the  pro- 
vince, was  an  object  of  much  confidefation,  nor  was 
it  eafy  to  determine  in  what  manner  to  provide  for 
the  fafety  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  prevent  the  town 
becoming  a thorn  of  unealinefs  to  the  province,  if 
matters  lhouldcome  to  the  lad  extremity;  From  its 
natural  advantages  of  fituation,  and  the  works  thrown 
up  on  the  neck,  Bolton  was  already  become  a llrong 
hold,  and  was  capable  with  little  difficulty  by  the 
protc&ion  of  a fleet  to  be  made  almoft  impregnable 
againlt  any  force.  It  was  alfo  at  the  pleafure  of  the 
governor  capable  of  being  made  a fecure  prifon  for 
the  inhabitants,  who  would  thereby  become  holtages 
for  the  province  at  large.  Seteral  different  propo- 

fals  were  made  to  prevent  or  remedy  thefe  evils. 

One  was  only  to  remove  the  inhabitants  ; another  to 
fet  a valuation  upon  the  effates,  to  burn  the  town, 
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and  reiitiburfe  them  for  their  Ioffes.  Both  thefe 
fchemes  were  clogged  with  Inftirmoutmble  difficul- 
ties, which  rendered  them  impracticable.  Force  was 
the  only  expedient  that  cduld  be  purfued  with  a pro- 
bability of  fuccefs;  but  they  were  not  yet  determined 
to  proceed  to  that  extremity.  They  had  ftill  fome 
hopes  that  Britain  would  relax  itt  her  demands,  and 
think  better  on  the  ffibjeft;  they  could  hardly  per- 
fuade  themfelves  that  {he  was  determined  upon 
ilaughtering  the  fubjefls  of  the  empire,  for  the  fake 
of  opinions  merely  problematical,  and  which  could 
be  no  way  available  to  her  real  iritereft.  They  conft- 
dered  the  military  preparations  of  the  mother  coun- 
try in  the  fame  light  that  they  were  confidered  at 
home,  intended  to  frighten  them  into  a compliancewith 
the  meafures  of  government,  but  that  they  did  not  in- 
tend to  proceed  to  hoftilitiesi.  However,  in  the 
mean  time;  many  of  the  principal  inhabitants  re- 
moved out  of  the  town,  under  the  real  apprehenfions 
of  immediate  violence  from,  the  troops;  or  of  being 
Teamed  and  feht  to  England,  to  (land  their  trial  fot1 
fuppofed  offences;  ... 

The  provincial  congrefs  having  Sniffed  all  their 
bufinefs  which  they  thought  proper  and  neceffary  at 
this  time,  diffolved  themfelves  in  the  end  of  Novem- 
ber; having  firft  appointed  another  meeting  in  the  en- 
duing, month  of  February;  During  this  reccfs,  ti  e 
Friends  of  government  began  to  beilir  themfelves; 
and  tO  ffiew  their  deftgrts  in  fome  few  places; 
They  wanted  td  try  their  . ftrehgtli  and  their 
numbers,  and  to  .make  a (land  againffc  the  general 
Current;  Some  alfociatiOns  Were  formed  Fof  liihttial 
defence,  and  in  fome  few  towns  a refufdl  was  made 
to  the  orders  of  the  cortgrefs ; bnt  the  oppofite  tem- 
per was  fo  prevalent,  that  thofe  attempts  were  foon 
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quelled.  The  diftidenrs  Were  overpowered  by  num- 
bers, and  all  their  attempts  came  to  nothing. 

The  fufpicion  which  the  mother  country  had  of  the 
colonies,  promoted  the  grounds  of  their  fufpicions;  for 
by  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  military  ftores,  fhe 
fuggefted  the  idea  of  refinance,  or  at  lead:  fuppofed 
that  fomething  would  be  done  by  government,  that 
would  tend  to  provoke  the  colonifts  to  make  ufe  of 
fuch  ftores.  When  the  account  of  this  prohibition 
was  received  at  Rhode  Ifland,  the  people  feized> 
and  carried  away  all  the  ordnance  belonging  to  the 
crown  in  that  province,  which  lay  upon  fome  batte- 
ries that  defended  one  of  the  harbours,  and  whichr 
amounted  to  above  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  of  differ- 
ent fizes.  When  a captain  of  a man  of  war  waited 
upon  the  governor  to  enquire  into  the  meaning  of 
this  procedure,  he  was  informed  with  great  frank- 
nefs,  that  the  people  had  feized  the  cannon  to  pre- 
vent their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  king’s  forces, 
and  that  they  intended  to  make  ufe  of  them  to  de- 
fend themfelves,  againft  any  power  that  fhould  at- 
tempt to  moled  them.  , The  afl'embly  of  that  ifland 
alfo  paffed  refolutions  for  the  procuring  of  arms  and 
military  ftores,  by  all  means,  and  from  all  quarters 
from  whence  they  could  be  obtained,  as  well  as  for 
training  and  arming  the  inhabitants. 

The  province  of  New  Hampfliire,  which  had  hi- 
therto appeared  to  be  of  a placid  and  moderate  tem- 
per, and  had  behaved  with  more  refpeft  to  govern- 
ment than  the  other  provinces  of  New  England,  as 
foon  as  they  heard  of  the  refolutions  of  Rhode- 
itland,  and  received  a copy  of  the  royal  proclamation 
that  gave  rife  to  them,  purfued  the  fame  plan.  A 
body  of  men  affembled  hi  arms,  and  marched  to  the 
attack  of  a fmall  fort  called  William  and  Mary,  only 

conhderable 


Digitize 


A.  D.  1775.  THE  WAR  IN  AMERICA.  433 

t ‘ » * 

confiderable  for  being  the  objeft  of  the  firft  military 

operation  in  that  province. This  fort  was  eafily 

taken,  and  fuppliedthem  with  a quantity  of  powder,  by 
which  they  were  enabled  to  put  themfelves  in  a {hue 
of  defence.  No  other  a£is  of  hoftility  or  violence 
happened  during  the  winter,  but  a firm  determina- 
tion of  refiftance  was  however  univerfally  fpread  and 
encreafed  every  day.  The  arrival  of  the  king’s  fpeech 
and  the  addreffes  of  the  new  parliament,  added  to 
the  flame  that  was  already  kindled.  Their  former 
jealoufy,  which  needed  no  additional  fuel,  began  now 
to  blaze  forth  with  all  the  expreflions  of  concern  and 
anxiety,  attended  with  the  figns  of  determined  refo- 
lution  to  refift  every  a<ft  of  violence  that  government 
{hould  attempt  to  commit  upon  them. 

The  king’s  fpeech,  in  the  opinion  of  the  colonies, 
cut  off  all  hopes  of  reconciliation,  and  made  them 
{train  every  nerve  to  provide  againft  the  ftorm  they 
{aw  gathering  againft  them.  It  is  very  remarkable 
that  all  the  public  a£b  and  declarations,  which  in 
England  were  recommended  as  the  means  of  pacify- 
ing the  colonies,  by  intimidating  them,  conftantly  ope- 
rated in  a different  manner.  The  more  clearly  a de- 
termination was  {hewn  to  inforce  an  high  authority, 
the  more  refolutely  the  colonifts  feemed  to  refift  it. 
The  affembly  of  Pennfylvania,  which  had  met  by  ad- 
journment towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1774,  was 
the  firft  legal  convention  that  ratified  unanimoufly 
all  the  afts  of  the  General  Congrefs,  and  appointed 
delegates  to  reprefent  them  in  the  new  congrefs, 
which  was  tobe  held  in  the  enfuing  month  of  May. — 
The  proceedings  in  other  places  were  fimilar,  and 

much  of  the  fame  kind  through  all  the  colonies. 

The  convention  of  Maryland  appointed  a fum  of  mo- 
tley for  purehafing  arms  and  ammunition,  and  the 
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provincial  affembly  of  Philadelphia  in  the  (end  of  Ja- 
nuary pafled  a refolution  for  the  encouragement  of 
manufacturing  gunpowder. 

The  affembly  of  New  York,  which  met  in  thebe: 
ginning  of  the  year,  differed  indeed  from  the  reft 
of  the  continent.  After  feveral  debates  upon  the 
qucftipn  concerning  acceding  to  the  general  congrefs, 
it  was  rejected  upon  a divifion,  but  by  a yery  fmall 
majority.  About  this  time  the  friends  of  government, 
by  inftruCtions  from  Britain,  formed  a reprefentation 
of  grievances,  which  they  propofcd  to  lay  before  the 
king  and  parliament  j in  this  they  were  encouraged  by 
the  lieutenant-gpvernqr,  imagining  that  as  they  had 
refufed  to  join  the  general  congrefs,  that  their  repre? 
fentation  and  petition  would  meet  with  acceptance  ; 
but  this  petition  and  reprefentation  was  as  jneffeCtpal 
as  many  others. 

The  new  provincial  congrefs  of  Maffachufptt’s-Bay 
affembled  upon  the  1 ft  of  February  at  Cambridge,  and 
purfued  the  fame  plan  that  had  been  marked  out  for 
them  by  their  predeceffors,  Among  other  refoluticns 
they  publilhed  one  to  inform  the  people,  that  frpm 
the  prefent  difpofition  of  the  Britifh  miniftry  and  par- 
liament, there  was  real  caufe  to  fear  that  the  rcafon- 
able  and  juft  application  of  that  continent  to  Great 
Britain  for  peace,  liberty,  and  fafety,  would  not  meet 
v/ith  a favourable  reception  ; but  on  the  contrary, 
from  the  large  reinforcement  of  troops,  expeCted  in 
that  colony,  the  general  appearance,  and  tenor  of 
^intelligence  from  Great  Britain,  they  had  reafon  to 
apprehend  that  the  fudden  deftruCtion  of  |that  colony 
was  intended,  for  refufing  with  the  other  American 
colonies,  tamely  to  fubmit  to  what  they  termed,  the 
molt  ignominious  flavery.  They  therefore  urged  in 
the  ftron^rft  manner,  the  militia  in  general,  and  the 
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minuts  men  in  particular,  to  fpare  neither  time,  pains, 
nor  expence,  at  fo  critical  a juncture,  in  perfecting 
themfelves  in  military  difcipline.  They  palled  other 
rcfoljations  for  the  providing  and  making  of  fire  arms 
and  bayonets,  and  renewed  more  ItriCtly  the  prohibi- 
tion of  the  former  congrefs,  concerning  not  fupplying 
the  troops  at  Bolton  with  any  of  thofe  neceffaries  which 
are  peculiarly  requifite  for  the  military  fervicc : The 
markers  of  Bolton  being  flill  open  for  the  fupply  of 
provifions.  The  diltinftion  that  is  here  made  between 
the  militia  and  the  minute  men  may  perhaps  not  be  un- 
derftood  by  fome.  The  meaning  of  this  diftinCtion 
is,  that  a feleCt  body  of  the  militia  were  engaged  to 
hold  themfelves  ready  upon  all  occafions,  and  at  the 
Ihortelt  notice,  for  actual  fervice.  That  is,  according 
to  the  phrafe,  to  be  ready  at  a minute’s  warning.  On 
this  account  they  are  {tiled  minutemen ; and  they  have 
{hewn,  by  their  readinefs  and  activity  fince,  the  pro- 
priety of  their  name. 

The  meetings  of  the  general  congrefs,  and  the  con- 
ventions of  particular  provinces,  were  a dreadful  eye- 
fore  to  the  government.  The  fecretary  of  Hate  for 
the  American  department,  iffued  a circular  letter,  for- 
bidding, in  the  king’s  name,  and  under  the  pain  of 
hisdifpleafure,  the  ele£tiqn  of  deputies  for  the  enfuing 
general  congrefs  ; but  this  letter  produced  no  effeCt.  • 
The  elections  took  place  every  where,  and  even  in  the 
province  of  New- York,  notwithllanding  fheir  late 
promifing  proceedings.  Matters  continued  very  quiet 
at  Bolton,  which  happened  on  account  of  the  injunc- 
tions of  the  general  congrefs,  more  than  from  the  Ihips 
of  war  that  crowded  the  harbour,  or  the  force  that 
was  llationed  in  the  town.  The  calm  was,  how- 
ever, precarious  and  fictitious.  Abundance  of 
fi^el  had  been  gathered  on  both  fides,  fulficiently 
' prepared 
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prepared  to  kindle  with  the  fraallefl  fpark  ; more  wa9 
preparing,  and  the  lead  touch  was  likely  to  kindle  a 
general  conflagration.  Upon  the  26th  of  February, 
General  Gage  fent  a detachment  of  troops,  under 
the  command  of  a field  officer,  to  feize  fome  brafs  can, 
non  he  had  been  informed  were  depofited  in  the  towp 
of  Salem.  Thefe  failed  a board  a tranfport  to  Marble- 
head, which  lies  four  mites  fouth  of  Salem,  and  about 
fourteen  miles  from  the  town  of  Bofton;  from 
thence  they  marched  to  Salem,  where  they  found 
no  cannon.  They  w'ere,  however,  fufpicious 
that  they  had  been  carried  away  that  morning 
in  confcquence  of  the  report  of  their  approach,  and 
from  this  apprelienfion  marched  farther  into  the  coun- 
try, in  hopes  of  overtaking  them.  In  this  purfuit 
they  arrivedat  a draw-bridge  over  a final!  river,  where 
a number  of  the  country  people  were  aflembled,  and 
thofe  on  the  oppofite  fide  had  taken  up  the  bridge  to 
prevent  their  paflage.  'J'he  commanding  officer  order- 
ed the  bridge  to  be  let  down,  which  the  people  per- 
emptorily refufed  to  do,  faying,  that  it  was  a private 
road,  and  he  had  no  authority  to  demand  a paflage 
that  way  ; for  both  fides  fill  profefl’ed  to  keep  the 
public  peace,  though  war  was  in  their  hearts,  and 
till  the  lword  was  drawn  all  refinance  was  carried  op 
upon  legal  grounds  and  pretences.  If  this  was  actually 
a private  road,  the  foldiers  had  no  right  to  commit  a 
trefspafs  from  a pretence  offeeking  cannon,  where  they 
were  not  likely  to  find  any,  and  they  people  had  an  un- 
doubted right  to  difpute  the  paflage  with  the  military 
as  they  were  off  the  king’s  highway,  and  not  travelling 
in  the  common  road  where  fuch  travellers  were  wont 
to  pafs.  The  officer,  who  feems  to  have  confidered 
himfelf  in  an  enemy’s  country,  and  not  in  a country 
where  he  was  amenable  to  the  laws,  was  determined 
to  force  his  paflage,  andperceiving  a boatnear  at  hand, 
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^determined  to  make  ufe  of  it  to  gain  the  pofleffion  of 
the  bridge. — But  the  country  people  perceiving  his 
defign,  feveral  of  them  jumped  into  it,  and  with  axes 
cut  holes  in  its  bottom,  which  occafioned  a fcufile  be- 
tween them  and  the  foldiers  in  and  about  the  boat. 
Things  were  now  tending  to  extremities,  as  the  com- 
mander feemed  determined  to  force  his  paffage,  and 
the  others  were  as  refolutely  bent  to  prevent  it.  In 
this  fituation  were  matters,  when  a clergyman  in  the' 
neighbourhood,  who  had  attended  the  whole  tranf- 
aftion,  remonltrated  with  the  officer,  who  was  a lieuten- 
ant colonel,  upon  the  fatal  confequences  that  would 
infue,  provided  he  made  ufe  of  force ; and  finding  that 
the  officer  flood  upon  a point  of  honour  in  making 
good  his  paffage,  more  than  any  other  thing,  for- it  was 
then  too  late  to  go  in  fearch  of  the  cannon,  he  per- 
' fuaded  the  people  to  let  down  the  bridge,  which  the 
troops  took  pofleffion  of.  The  colonel  having  fent 
a detachment  a fhort  way  into  the  country,  in  exercife 
of  his  right  which  he  affumed,  they  immediately  return- 
ed, without  molellation,  on  board  the  tranfport.  Thus 
ended  this  firft  expedition,  without  producing  any 
material  effeft,  and  without  much  mifchief.  But  it  now 
appeared  how  fmall  a matter  wouldhave  producedhofti- 
lities,  and  in  what  aprecarious  fituation  the  peaceof  the 
empire  now  was;  and  that  the  lead  exertion  of  the  mili- 
tary would  certainly  bring  matters  to  an  extremity. 
There  was  one  thing  which  greatly  exafperated  the  co- 
lonifts,and  that  was, the  aft  for  taking  away  their  char- 
ters, and  for  protefting  the  military  from  any  trial  in  the 
province;  this  made  them  conlider  themfelves  as  under 
a military  government.  Every  motion  of  the  military 
body  became  fufnecledj  and  in  the  eyes  of  the  people 
was  confideredas  an  exertion  of  the  moll  hateful  and 
odious  tyranny.  This  appearance  of  refiffance  great- 
ly offerided' and  irritated  the  military,  who,  from  this 
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lime,  appear  to  have  lived  upon  worfe  terms  with  tile 
people  of  Bofton,  than  they  had  done  before.'  Mefli 
who  have  been  bred  to  the  profeffion  of  arms,  and 
confider  all  inferiors  merely  under  the  command  of 
their  fuperiors,  and  bound  to  obey  them  without  siting 
or  giving  any  other  reafon  of  their  doing  fo,  than  that 
they  are  commanded,  confider  all  pppofition  td  their 
will  and  piCalure  as  the  mod  heinous  tranfgfeffiOn: 

It  becomes  natural  to  them  to  rule  over  all  whom  they 
have  power,  according  to  the  military  law,  for  which 
reafon  they  become  very  difagfteable  neighbours  td 
all  thofe  who  have  juft  ideas  of  liberty,  and  pvjriue  the 
rights  of  human  nature;  The  Britifh  foldiery  ima- 
gining, as  indeed  was  the  cafe,  that  they  were  lent  td 
Bofton  to  rule  the  town,  and  aft  towards  the  people 
as  rebels  to  the  king,  began  to  infult  the  inhabitants; 
and  to  behave  as  in  an  enemy’s  country.  Several  of 
their  outrages  were  now  complained  of,  and  all  things 
feemed  to  tend  to  a general  rupture.  The  crifis  fall: 
approached  when  all  leffer  calam  ties  were  to  be  for- 
gotten, in  a general  contemplation  of  thofe  of  a great- 
er and  more  ferious  nature. 

The  provincials  having  collefted  a cohfiderable 
quantity  of  military  ftores  at  the  town  of  Concord; 
where  the  provincial  tongrefs  was  fitting;  General 
Gage  confidered  it  as  expedient  to  detach  a party  of 
the  troops  to  deftroy  them.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Stnhh;\ 
and  Major  Pitcairn,  with  the  grenadiers  and  light  ini 
fantry  of  the  army,  were  detached  for  that  purpofe: 
It  was  confidently  reported  and  believed  at  that  time, 
that  this  military  appointment  had  another  objeft  in 
view,  and  that  the  intention  thereof  principally  was; 
to  feize  Meflrs.  Hancock  and  Adams,  thefe  great  ob- 
noxious leaders  of  what  was  called  the  faftion,  whicli 
Was  againft  the  new  form  of  government.  This  de^ 
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tachment  is  faid  to  have  confuted  of  900  men,  prepar- 
ed and  appointed  for  the  purpofe.  This  body  of 
troops  embarked  on  the  night  preceding  the  1 9th  of 
April,  and  landed  at  a place  called  Phipps’s  Farm, 
about  fix  miles  north-weft  from  Charleftown  Ferry  ; 
from  thence  they  proceeded  in  their  march  with  great 
filence  and  expedition,  towards  Concord.  This  town 
Hands  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river  of  the  fame  name, 
fometimes  alfo  called  Billerika,  which  runs  into  the 
river  Mirimak,  a little  below  the  falls  of  Pantucket. 
On  the  road  to  Concord  (lands  Lexington,  about  five 
miles  towards  the  eaft  ; thither  the  troops  marched 
with  great  expedition.  Several  officers  upon  horfe- 
back  fecured  the  country,  and  fecured  all  the  people 
which  they  found  in  their  way  at  that  early  time,  left 
they  Ihould  give  the  alarm  to  the  inhabitants,  who 
would  be  ready  to  rife  in  arms  to  oppofe  their  defigns. 
This  precaution,  "hough  it  was  abundantly  prudent, 
did  not  prevent  the  town  and  country  people  from 
receiving  notice  of  their  approach,  which  they  foon  dif- 
covered  by  the  firing  of  guns  and  ringing  of  bells.  They 
were  now  affembling  in  the  neighbouring  villages  be- 
fore day -light,  and  making  preparations  for  the  event 
which  they  feared.  Upon  the  troops  arriving  at  Lex- 
ington at  five  in  the  morning,  they  found  the  company 
of  militia  belonging  to  the  town,  afTembled  upon  a 
green  near  the  road  ; upon  which  an  officer  in  the 
van  called  out,  “ Difperfe  ye  rebels  ; "throw  down 
your  arms  and  difperfe the  foldiers  at  the  fame  time, 
running  up  with  loud  huzzas,  fired  fome  Matter- 
ing (hot,  and  then  gave  a general  difcharge,  by  which 
eight  of  the  militia  were  killed,  and  feveral  wounded. 
This  was  the  firft  fhedding  of  blood  that  happened  in 
this  unhappy  and  unnatural  conteft.  Much  pains  have 
be?n  taken  on  both  Tides  of  the  queftioa  to  prove 
K k k the 
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the  others  the  aggreffoxs  upon  this  dccafion.  The 
gazette  affirmed,  that  the  troops  were  fired  upon  front 
fome  neighbouring  houfes;  but  for  this  there  does 
not  appear  to  be  the  fmalfeft  evidence.  The  gazettes 
about  that  time  were  fo  inconfiftent  and  badly  com- 
pofed,  often  contradi&ed  by  the  friends  of  govern- 
ment that  were  upon  the  fpot,  that  the  public  have 
fince  given  very  little  credit  tQ  them.  ft  appeared 
from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  evidence,  as  well  as  of 
our  own  people  who  were  taken  prifoners,  as  from 
many  of  the  provincials,  all  whofe  depofitions  were 
taken  by  proper  magiftrates,  that  the  firing  both  at 
Lexington  and  Concord,  was  begun  by  the  king’s 
troops.  It  is  nqt  at  all  probable  that  thofe  in  the 
houfes  would  have  ex^>ofed  the  lives  of  their  friends 
}n  the  militia,  who  were  Handing  in  a manner  under 
the  muzzles  of  the  guns  of  the  foldiers,  by  firing  upon 
the  troops  from  their  cpvers,  The  few  militia  who 
were  now  in  the  power  of  the  troops,  may  be  con- 
ceived as  fufficicnt  pledges  to  prevent  any  outrage 
from  their  friends  and  neighbours  iq  the  adjoining 
houfes. 

After  this  execution,  the  detachment  proceeded  tq 
Concord,  the  commanding  officer  having  previoufly 
difpatched.iix  companies  of  light  infantry,  topofiefe 
two  bridges  which  lay  beyond  the  town,  upon  the 
Sudbury  and  North  Concord,  with  a defign  to  pre- 
vent any  of  the  ftores  from  being  carried  away,  or- 
the  two  devoted  rebels,  Adams  and  Hancock,  from 
efcaping.  It  happened,  however,  that  they  were 
difappointed  in  both  their  views  ; for  they  could  not 
find  thefe  two  obnoxious  perfons,  and  except  three 
old  cannon,  and  a fmajl  qqantity  of  flour,  they  found 
nothing  of  confequencc.  They  indeed  did  execution 
upon  the  cannon  by  rendering  them  unferviceable. 
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and  mo  ft  heroically  threw  the  barrels  of  flour  into 
the  river.  About  a vear  after  that  flour  would  have 
been  Of  fotfle  fervice  to  the  fame  troops,  when 
they  were  cooped  up  in  Bofton.  It  argues  a great 
hnlignity  of  temper  to  deftroy  the  bounties  of  provi- 
dence, for  fear  that  our  enemies  fhoiild  enjoy  them. 
We  have  tertainly  a fight;  provided  we  are  in  want 
of  provifiOns,  to  prefer  ourfelves  to  our  ettemleS ; but 
wantonly  to  deftroy  torn  and  flour,  for  fear  others 
Ihouid  ufe  it,  is  a warring  with  providence,  and  decla- 
ring, we  have  no  confidence  in  the  juftice  Of  our  caufe. 
Weapons  of  war;  and  inftruments  dfhdrtility,  may 
lawftllly  be  deftroyed  in  the  hands  of  our  foes,  or  taken 
away  front  them  whether  we  need  them  or  not,  but 
to  deftrdy  that  food  which  is  the  general  fupport  of  all 
men,  for  fear  thofe  we  tall  enemies  fhould  life  it,  af- 
fords a different  moral  refie&ioni  Beftdes,  at  this  time 
thefe  colonifts  had  not  fhewn  any  afh  of  enmity  againft 
the  troops;  they  were  therefore  both  feeking  to  ftarve 
and  murder  their  friends  and  countrymen.  The  co- 
lonifts appear  to  have  induftridufly  avoided  engaging 
in  hoftilities  on  this  occafion  ; for  a body  of  militia; 
which  occupied  a hill  in  the  way  between  Concord 
and  the  bridge,  retired,  and  parted  along  it  at  the  ap- 
proach of  the  troops,  which  immediately  took  poffelliort 
thereof.  This  (hews  that  they  did  not  intend  to  have 
begiin  hoftilities  at  this  time,  dtherwife  they  would 
have difputed  the  p afiagedf  the  bridge  with  the  light  in- 
fantry, which  they  might  eafily  have  dode.  The  milia 
tia  had  not  retired  far  till  they  perceived  feveral  fires 
in  the  town,  which  they  imagined  were  houfes  iri 
flames;  they  therefore  returned  towards  the  brioge 
which  they  had  parted,  which  lay  direttly  in  their  wiy. 
Upon  this  the  light  infantry  retired  on  the  Concoii 
fcde  of  the  fiver,  and  began  to  pull  up  the  bridge  $ but 
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upon  the  Approach  of  the  militia,  who  feemed  induftri- 
oufly  to  avoid  beginning  the  attack,  and  made  as  if 
.t^cy  intended  to  pafs  as  common  travellers,  the  fol- 
diers  immediately  fired  and  killed  two  men.  The 
provincials  returned  the  fire,  and  a fkirmifh  enfued  at 
the  bridge,  in  which  the  kings  troops  were  put  into 
fome  confufion,  and  were  forced  to  retreat,  having 
feveral  men  killed  and  wounded,  and  a lieutenant  and 
fome  others  taken  prifoners.  This  fully  proves  that 
the  provincials  had  no  intention  of  beginning  hoftilities 
at  this  time  ; for  they  might  have  at  firft  difputed  the 
bridge  with  the  troops,  had  they  defigned  to  have 
come  to  blows,  more  eafily  than  to  drive  them  from 
the  pofTelTion  of  it.  The  country  now  arofe  upon 
the  king’s  troops  ; they  were  attacked  on  all  quar- 
tert,  and  lkirmifh  fucceeded  Ikirmilh.  A continued, 
though  fcattered  and  irregular  fire,  was  maintained 
through  the  whole  of  a long  and  very  hot  day.  The 
troops  did  not  find  it  fo  eafy  in  marching  back  as  they 
did  in  marching  from  Bofion.  All  the  way  between 
Concord  and  Lexington  the  houfes,  walls,  and  coverts 
were  lined  with  armed  men,  who  conftantly  annoyed 
the  troops,  and  they  w’ere  purfued  and  attacked  in 
the  rear  by  the  militia  which  defeated  them  at  the 
bridge.  They  were  now  in  a very  critical  fituation, 
and  much  diftreffed,  which  evils  they  had  brought 
upon  themfelves,  by  their  rafhnefs  in  fliedding  blood 
when  they  had  no  occafion ; they  were  now  likely  to 
fuffer  feverely,  when  Lord  Percy  arrived  at  Lexing- 
ton with  a ltrong  reinforcement  for  their  relief  and 
affifiance.  General  Gage,  either  through  fufpicion 
of  what  would  happen,  or  from  knowing  what  orders 
hehadgiven  to  Colonel  Smith,  had,  early  in  the  morn- 
iug,  fent  off  Earl  Percy  with  fixteencompaniesof  foot, 
a detachment  of  marines?  and  two  pieces  of  cannon. 
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to  fupport  the  operations  of  the  Colonel.  This  rein- 
forcement was  juft  arrived  as  the  fatigued  troops  re-* 
turned  to  Lexington.  This  frelh  affiftance  was  the 
more  acceptable  and  feafouable,  as  the  troops  are  faid 
to  have  run  lhort  of  all  kinds  of  ammunition ; but 
fuppofe  that  had  not  been  the"  cafe,  it  Was  impoffi- 
ble  for  them  to  have  efcaped  being  cut  off,  or  being 
taken,  in  the  journey  of  fifteen  miles  they  had  to  make 
before  they  arrived  at  Bofton. 

This  powerful  fupport  gave  them  a breathing,  and 
the  cannon  was  of  great  fervice  to  them.  Thefe  kept 
the  purluers  at  fome  di(lance,as  they  had  no  ordnance 
©f  the  fame  kind  to  anfwer  them.  But  when  the 
troops  refumed  their  march,  the  attack  became  more 
fierce  and  violent ; the  country  aflembled  on  all  fides,- 
and  attacked  the  forces  with  the  utmoft  fury.  Many 
were  killed  in  the  retreat  by  people  that  watched  the 
approach  of  the  troops  behind  walls,  hedges,  and 
ditches,  and  the  danger  encreafed  until  fun-fettkig,. 
when  they  arrived  at  Charleftown  in  a mod  lhattered 
and  fatigued  fituation.  All  things  confidered,  both1 
officers  and  men,  who  did  not  fall  by  the  way,  made 
an  exceeding  fwift  and  expeditious  march  back  to  Bof- 
ton. What  on  this  occafion  was  exceedingly  lingular 
was, the  troops  accufed  the  provincials  of  cruelty,  and 
upbraided  them  with  cowardice  ; though  their  behavi- 
our to  their  prifoners  Ihewed  the  accufation  to  be 
falfe,  and  the  defeating  the  king’s  troops  Ihewed  their 
affertion  of  cowardice  to  be  unjuft.  It  had  long  been 
the  tone  of  military  men,  that  the  colonifts  were  cow- 
ards and  would  not  fight,  but  they  began  now  to  ex- 
perience to  their  coft,  that  they  had  been  greatly  mif- 
taken.  Courage  is  a thing  that  may  be  acquired 
more  ways  than  one ; and  is  not  confined  to  thofe  who 
make  war  a protefiion.  When  men  arc  perfuaded 
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of  the  juftnefs  of  their  caufe,  and  are  endowed  with 
equal  bodily  ftrengih,  a little  practice  in  arms  will 
render  them  as  courageous  as  others;  and  in  propor- 
tion as  they  purfue  the  ideas  of  juftice  and  true  liber- 
ty, their  courage  will  be  more  fteady,  rational,  and 
deliberate-  People  often  midake  madnefs  and  fury 
for  courage,  when,  through  the  heat  of  paihon,  they 
riik  their  lives  for  what  neither  their  reafon  nor  con- 
fcience  can  approve ; and  often  necelfity  pafles  under 
the  lame  appellation ; when  men  are  obliged,  by  the 
force  of  command,  to  venture  theirlivesone  way,  other* 
wife  they  will  bfc  taken  from  them  in  another.  Neither 
of  thefe  deferve  the  name  of  true  courage,  for  both  of 
them  may  be  found  in  other  animals  as  well  as  in  man; 
Juliice  is  the  foundation  of  courage ; all  Other  exer- 
tions of  force  is  violence  and  maduefs.  There  are 
fome  fpecies  of  courage  like  that  of  the  gentlemari 
who  faid  be  would  chearfully  go  to  hell,  provided  he 
could  obtain  the  ruin  of  a dafs  of  people  he  greatly 
abhorred. — This  Was  daring  courage,  arid  wrought 
up  to  a great  pitch. 

This  unfortunate  beginning  of  the  American  war  was 
not  attended  with  fo  great  Ibis  of  men  on  either  fide 
as  might  have  been  expected  from  the  length,  irregu- 
larity, and  variety  of  the  engagement.  This  mull  be 
attributed  to  the  provincials  having  few  men  at  firft, 
and  to  their  afterwards  being  kept  at  a dillance  by 
the  cannon  of  the  king’s  troops.  His  mayedy’s  forces, 
as  is  natural  to  fuppofe,  fuffered  molt  upon  this  occa- 
fion  ; though  it  is  not  eafy  to  afcertain  the  number  of 
killed  and  wounded  in  this  unfortunate  expedition. 
According  to  the  seared  and  bed  calculation  that  has. 
yet  been  given,  of  the  king’s  troops  there  were  killed, 
wounded,  and  taken,  273.  Of  thefe  6 5 were  killed, 
2 lieutenants,  and  above  20  private  men  were  taken 
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prifonm ; and  Goloael  Smith, with  anatherlieutenant- 
colonel,and  feveral  officers  were  wounded.  Accord- 
ing tq  the  provincial  accounts,  which  gave  the  names 
and  places  of  abode  of  thofe  who  fell  on  their  fide, 
their  jofs  in  killed  and  wounded,  including  thofe  that 
were  killed  in  the  morning  at  Lexington,  amounted 
pnly  to  about’ 60,  qf  which  near  two-thirds  were 
killed. 

By  the  beft  accounts,  there  were  near  2000  of  the 
bed  troops  in  his  majefty’s  fervice,  that  were  at  this 
time  ftationed  at  Bolton,  employed  in  this  expedition. 
The  event  proved  to  a demonftration,  how  ill  inform- 
ed many  people  at  home  were,  who  affirmed,  that  500 
men  would  force  their  way  through  the  whole  conti- 
nent of  America,  and  the  light  of  a grenadier  would 
be  fufficienr  tq  put  the  whole  American  army  to  flight. 
Such  idle  and  unguarded  affertions,  even  after  this 
unfortunate  expedition,  were  frequently  uttered  by 
the  friends  qf  the  government,  as  they  called  them- 
fclves  ; and  the  cowardice  of  the  provincials  was  Hill 
infilled  on,  by  perfons  who  either  through  ignorance 
or  prejudice,  were, difpofed  to  perfift  in  their  miflake. 

After  this  expedition  was  over,  each  party  charged 
the  other  with  the  moft  inhuman  afh  of  cruelty. 
This  has  always  been  common  in  civil  wars,  and  on 
luch  occafions  it  is  nqt  eafy  to  ascertain  the  exaft  point 
of  truth  on  either  fide.  Sometimes  the  word  part  of 
the  charge  is  too  true,  which  is  no  argument  in  favour 
qf  the  purity  of  human  nature.  On  this  occafion 
both  parties  were  no  doubt  ready  to  give  tlrong  cor 
lourings  to  the  conduct  and  tranfa&ions  of  each  other, 
and  to  exaggerate  their  aftions  a»d  their  criminality. 
The.  colonills  were  charged  by  the  king’s  troops 
pf  being  guilty  of  the  molt  (hocking  barbarity  to  the 
ibldiers  that  fell  into  their  hands ; whereas,  (bme 
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officers  and  men,  who  were  wounded  and  taken 
prifoners,  gave  public  tedimonials  of  the  humanity 
with  which  they  were  treated.  And  the  provincial 
commanders  fent  an  offer  to  General  Gage,  to  admit 
his  furgeons  to  come  and  drefs  his  wounded  men. 

The  colonids,  on  the  other  hand,  charged  the 
troops  with  killing  the  old  and  infirm,  the  unarmed 
and  the  wounded  ; with  burning  houfes,  and  plunder, 
ing  every  thing  that  came  in  the  way.  Confidering 
the  character  of  foldicrs  in  thefe  modern  times,  this  is 
got  at  afl  unlikely  ; for  though  in  our  army  there  are 
both  officers  and  common  men  that  have  honour  and 
humanity,  yet  thefe  are  fuch  agreatf  umber  of  officers 
that  are  mere  foldiers  of  fortune,  and  common  men 
collected  from  the  dregs  .of  mankind,  that  it  is  next  to 
impoffible  to  redrain  them  from  evil  when  it  is  in  the 
power  of  their  hands  to  do  it.  It  would  have  been  a 
greater  wonder  if  no  fuch  cruelties  had  happened, 
than  that  they  Ihould  have  falfen  out  in  the  time  of 
aftion,  when  fuch  a number  of  wicked  people  were 
concerned.  But  this  is  more  to  be  imputed  to  the 
hnpoffibility  of  rcftraining  bad  men  in  the  time  of  ac, 
tion,  than  to  the  intentions  of  government,  or  of  the 
principal  commanders  in  the  army,  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  provincials  would  be  ready  to  give 
ftrong  colourings  to  every  appearance  of  feverity, 
which  the  troops  might  proceed  to,  from  the  confider. 
ation  that  they  were  in  a datg  of  rebellion.  We  muff 
therefore,  after  examining  all  circumftances,  deter, 
mine  according  tq  the  neared:  degree  pf  certainty,  or^ 
the  highed  degree  of  probability, 

This  affair  at  Concord  put  the  whole  province  in 
motion,  and  alfo  alarmed  the  whole  continent  of 
America.  All  New-England  was  now  almod  in  arms ; 
fpr  although  a fqffipent  number  were  affembled  to 
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inteft  the  king’s  troopsin  Bofton,  it  was  with  difficulty 
that  thofe  who  were  haftily  marching  from  different 
parts,  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  return  to  their  re- 
I'pettive  places  of  abode.  Every  road  that  directed 
to  Bofton  was  crouded  with  men  in  armour,  marching 
to  the  afliftance  of  their  friends  in  diftrefs.  General 
Wafhington,  with  the  Virginia  horfe  and  riflemen, 
Were  marching  from  the  fouth,  the  New-Hampfhire 
troops  and  rangers  advancing  by  two  ways  from  the 
north,  and  thofe  ofConne&icut  and  Rhode-Ifland  were 
porting  from  the  fouth  by  another  way.  Along  with 
thefe  laft  were  a company  of  artillery,  and  waggons 
with  ftores  and  provifions.  The  body  of  militia  af- 
fembled  in  the  province  of  Maffachufett’s-Bay  before 
: the  arrival  of  the  troops  from  the  other  provinces, 
amounted  to  near  20,000,  under  the  command  of  the 
Generals  Ward, Pribble, Heath,  Prefect,  andThomas. 
Thefe  gentlemen  were  before  only  colonels,  but  now 
atted  in  the  capacity  of  generals;  who,  havingfixed  their 
head  quarters  at  Cambridge,  feven  miles  north-weft 
from  Bofton,  formed  a line  of  encampment,  which  on 
the  right  extended  to  Roxbury,  towards  the  fouth  a- 
bout  the  fame  diftance  from  Bofton  as  Cambridge ; on 
the  fouth  weft,  along  the  fide  of  Charles’  River,  oppo- 
fite  to  Watertown,  about  ten  miles  from  Bofton;  and 
on  the  north,  along  the  fide  of  Myftic  River,  near  to 
* the  fame  diftance  from  the  town.  The  diftance  be- 
tween the  points  was  very  near  thirty  miles.  Thefe 
were  joined  by  General  Putnam,  an  old  officer,  who 
had  acquired  exprience  and  reputation  in  the  two 
laft  wars.  He  encamped,  with  a body  of  Connefticut 
Forces,  in  fuch  a fituation  as  to  be  ready  to  fupport 
thofe  who  were  before  the  town. 

The  affair  of  Concord  and  Lexington  greatly  ex* 
«ited  the  indignation  of  the' other  colonies,  and  the/ 
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prepared  for  war  with  as  much  zeal  as  if  an  enemy  had 
already  appeared  at  their  doors.  It  was  a circumftance 
which  gave  fpirit  to  the  reft  of  the  colonies,  that  the 
militia  of  New-England  had  been  able  to  make  fuch 
a good  defence,  and  in  a mannereven  beat  the  king’s 
troops ; this  was  reported  and  publhhed  with  great 
^exultation,  and  it  mail  be  allowed  that  it  was  an  event 
that  neither  themfelves,  nor  any  others,  expe&ed  to 
have  fallen  cut  at  that  time.  Thofe  who  fell  in  the 
afiion  were  lamented  with  deep  concern,  and  honour- 
ed not  only  as  patriots,  but  as  martyrs  for  the  caufe  of 
liberty,  who  had  nobly  facrificed  their  lives  for  the 
freedom  of  their  country,  and  died  like  heroes  in  that 
great  caufe.  The  cruelties  and  outrages  of  the  king’s 
forces  were  now  painted  in  fuch  a light  at  the  funeral  a 
of  thofe  who  were1  {lain  in  this  a&ion,  that  the  fpeeches 
and  reports  which  were  made,  however  juftly  orun- 
juftly  founded,  produced  a great  effeft,  and  encreafed 
like  a \ iolent  flame  throughout  the  whole  continent. 

'Fite  provincial  congrd which  was  now  removed 
to  Wat  eft  own,  drew  up  au  addrels  to  the  inhabitants 
cf  Great  Britain,  in  which  they  ftatedth’e  mod  material 
particulars  that  related  to  the  engagement  at  Concord, 
and  endeavoured  to  (hew  that  hoftilities  were  firftbe- 
r irtbv  the  kind’s  troops,  and  that  blood  was  firft  (bed 
at  Lexington  by  the  regular  forces.  They  alfo  com- 
vhin  of  the  ravages  committed  bv  the  troops  in  their 
retreat,  and  fceitt  to  place  rrivtch  confidence  in  the 
honour,  w;fdpu>,  and  Valour' Britons,  fromwhich 
they  f-npeft  their  interference  in  preventing  meafures 
which  thev  r.  rrefent  as  equally  ruindhsto  the  mother 
country  and  the  colonies.  They  alfo  made  great  pro- 
feflions  of  their  loyalty,  but  at  the  fame  thne  declare, 
that  they  will  not  tamely  fubmic  'to  the  tyranny  oi  a 
cruel  miuiftry  j and  they  appeal  to  heaven,  that  they 
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are  determined  to  be  free.  The  provincial  c'ongrefs 
alfo  paffed  a vote  for  marfnalii.tg  and  fupporting  an , 
army;  fixed  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  loldiers,  and 
pubjilhed  rules  and  orders  for  its  regulation  and  go- 
vernment. For  this  purpofe  they  palled  a vote  lor 
iffuing  a confiderable  fum  in  paper  currency,  which 
was  to  be  received  in  ail  cafes  as  money,  awHlie  faith 
of  the  province  pledged  for  its  payment ; this  was  ap- 
pointed for  the  payment  of  the  troops.  The  term  for 
which  they  were  chofen  was  to  expire  on  the  xoth 
of  May,  fo  they  gave  notice  for  a new  eleflion  for 
members  to  the  next  congrefs,  which  was  to  meet  on 
the  3 ill  of  that  month,  at  the  fame  place,  and  to  be 
continued  for  fix  months  and  no  longer.  They  alfo 
paffed  a vote,  declaring  General  Gage  utterly  difquali- 
fied  and  incapable  of  ferving  the  colony  as  governor, 
or  in  any  other  capacity,  and  that  in  future  no  obedi- 
ence was  due  to  him ; but  on  the  contrary,  that  he 
ought  to  be  guarded  againft,  and  confidered  as  a moll 
inveterate  enemy  to  the  country. 

As  one  thing  generally  brings  on  another,  and  the 
colifion  of  parties,  for  the  moll  part,  breaks  in  the 
end  into  outrage,  the  oppofition  to  government  at  lafl 
iHiied  in  feizing  the  revenues  and  magazines  that  be- 
longed to  the  king.  In  New-Jerfey  they  feized  the 
treafury,  and  applied  it  againll  government,  and  for 
the  purpofe  of  their  own  defence.  There  was  at  this 
time  a confiderable  fum  of  money  in  Jerfey  for  the 
purpofes  of  government,  which  was  now  appropriated 
for  paying  the  new  levies  which  were  carrying  on  for 
the  defence  of  the  colonies.  At  the  fame  time  with- 
out confulting  with  one  another,  a Hop  was  madealmoll 
every  where  to  the  exportation  of  provifions; 
and  iu  fome  places  all  kind  of  exportation  was  ftopt 
till  the  fi.  aliments  of  the  general  congrefs  was  taken 
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concerning  that  fobjeft.  Lord  North’s  conciliatory- 
plan,  or  the  refolution  founded  upon  it,  was  totally 
rejetted  by  the  aifembly  of  Philadelphia  and  New- 
Jerfey ; nor  was  it  regarded  or  received  in  any 
place. 

While  things  were  going  on  in  this  manner,  the 
governor  and  forces  in  Bolton,  as  alfo  the  inhabi- 
tants, continued  clofely  blocked  up  by  land,  and  being 
Ihut  out  from  provlfions  and  vegetables,  which 
could  eafily  have  been  alfor-ded  from  the  neighbour- 
ing counties,  they  began  to  feel  and  experience  a. 
real  diftrefs,  The  inhabitants  were  in  the  fame  flota- 
tion with  the  forces,  and  had  no  other  refources  for 
fubfiltence  ; this  made  the  provincials  watch  the  more 
carefully  to  keep  out  any  fupply,  thinking  the  foldiers 
would  fuffer  the  inhabitants  to  depart  for  fear  of  an 
abfolute  famine ; or  at  leaf!;  that  the  woman  and  chil- 
dren would  be  fuffered  to  depart,  which  was  repeat- 
edly required  and  applied  for,  There  is  fome  reafon 
to  imagine  that  the  governor  confidered  the  inhabi- 
tants as  necefiary  hoftages  for  the  fecurity  of  the  town 
at  lead,  if  not  for  the  fafety  of  the  troops.  This  had 
as  much  the  appearance  of  cowardice  as  any  thing 
that  appeared  in  the  condutt  of  the  provincials  ; for 
it  argued  that  they  were  afraid  either  to  fight  the  co- 
lonifts  in  the  open  field,  or  to  defend  the  town  againft 
their  force.  To  keep  women,  old  men,  and  children 
confined  for  a fecurity  for  their  own  fafety,  argued 
that  they  were  either  afraid  to  fight,  or  believed  they 
were  not  able  to  conquer  the  force  that  was  before 
the  towrn.  It  had  often  been  afferted  at  home,  that 
a few  regular  troops  would  go  through  all  America, 
but  now  a general,  with  a number  of  the  belt  troop9 
|n  the  fervice,  was  cooped  up  in  a town,  and  durlt  not 
$yen  ftay  in  it  without  old  women, men,  and  children, 
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to  guard  them.  This  had  a very  bad  appearance,  and 
gave  confiderate  people  reafon  to  conclude  that  the 
miniftry  were  greatly  midaken  in  their  conjeftures. 

The  general  at  lad  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
the  towns-people,  that  if  they  would  deliver  up  their 
anus,  they  fhould  have  liberty  to  go  where  theypleafed, 
and  carry  their  effefts  where  they  had  a mind.  This 
they  accordingly  did;  but  to  their  amazement  and 
furprize,  the  governor  refufed  to  fulfil  the  conditions 
on  his  fide.  This  was  matter  of  great  complaint  a- 
gainft  General  Gage  ; and  it  muff  be  allowed,  that  it 
favoured  both  of  cowardice  and  difhonedy ; for  though 
he  had  dripped  the  towns-peopie  of  ail  their  weapons 
of  defence  by  means  of  treachery,  he  durll  not  day 
in  it  without  them,  for  fear  of  the  force  that  lay  en- 
camped in  the  neighbourhood.  Many,  however,  were 
fuffered  afterwards  to  quit  the  town  at  different  times, 
but  they  were  obliged  to  leave  all  their  effefts  behind 
them ; fo  that  thofe  who  had  hitherto  lived  in  affluence, 
were  at  once  reduced  to  extreme  indigence  and  mifery. 
The  general  congrefs  complained  loudly  of  this  con- 
duft  of  the  general,  and  ranked  the  fufferings  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Bofton  among  the  mod  grievous  and  the 
mod  bitter  of  their  complaints.  They  faid  that  pafT- 
ports  were  granted  in  fuch  a manner  that  families  were 
broken,  and  the  neared  connections  feparated  ; part 
being  compelled  to  leave  the  town,  and  part  retained 
againd  their  will.  This  was  very  difhonourablc  to 
General  Gage,  and  one  could  wifh  that  it  had  never 
happened ; but  as  it  was  pofitiveiy  affirmed  by  the  pro. 
vincials,  and  never  contradifted,  the  truth  of  hidory 
requires  it  to  be  fairly  dated.  The  poor  and  the 
helplefs  were  all  fent  out.  It  is  poffible  that  the  ideas 
which  General  Gage  had  of  the  Americans  being 
rebels,  made  him  conclude  th'4t  they  were  a,  political 
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fort  of  heretics,  -With  whom  no  faith  wa$  to  he  kept,, 
which  made  him  break  his  promife  in  fuch  a flagrant 
manner : It  is  certain  that  no  man  who  believed  that 
promises  are  facred  would  have  fo  palpably  violated 
a voluntary  contra#,  when  it  was  in  his  power  to  have 
performed  it. 

The  continental  congrefs  aflembled  on  the  10th  of 
May  at  Philadelphia,  and  foon  adopted  fuch  meafures 
as  eftablilhed  the  people  in  their  condu#  and  refolu- 
tion.  One  of  their  a#s  was  for  raifing  an  army,  and 
eflablifhing  a large  paper  currency  for  its  payment ; 
the  fecurity  of  the  United  Colonies,  which  title  they 
now  aflumed,  was  given  for  realizing  the  nominal 
value  of  this  currency.  They  alfo  prohibited  the  fup- 
plying  the  Britifli  fiflieries  with  any  kind  of  provilions; 
and  to  enforce  this  prohibition  the  more  effeflualjy  ,they 
ftopt  all  exportation  to  thefe  colonies  andifiands  which 
ftill  remained  in  their  obedience  to  Great  Britain, 
This  was  a home  ftroke  which  the  miniftry  and  people 
in  the  mother  conntry  were  not  thinking  upon ; it  was 
ameafure  they  never  apprehended  the  colonifts would 
have  fallen  upon  in  their  then  fituation.  It  greatly 
diftrefied  the  people  of  Newfoundland,  and  all  thole 
who  were  employed  in  the  filheries;  infomuch,  that 
to  prevent  an  abfolute  famine,  feveral  Ihips  were  ob- 
liged to  return  light  from  that  ftation,  to  carry  out 
cargoes  of  provilions  from  Ireland.  When  the  tidings 
of  this  refolution  came  to  Britain,  it  was  confidered 
as  a mere  chimera,  and  it  was  faid  that  the  colonifts 
would  not  continue  in  this  refolution,  becaufe  it  would 
greatly  injure  themfelvesj  but  thefe  perfons  after 
wards  found  a fteadinefs  in  the  resolutions  of  the  colo- 
nifts, which  they  never  expected  would  have  happen- 
ed. The  miniftry  at  home  feem  to  have  been  either 
ill  informed  concerning  the  temper  of  the  colonifts, 
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or  willing  to  be  deceived;  for  nothing  fell  out  accord- 
ing to  their  profeffed  hopes  and  expectations.  In 
the  progrefs  of  future  events  in  this  conteft,  they  al- 
ways found  themfelves  difappointed. 

The  city  and  province  of  New  York,  from  which 
government  had  the  greateft  hopes,  on  account  of 
their  former  refolutions,  upon  receiving  the  news  of 
the  aCtion  at  Concord  and  Lexington,  began  to  depart 
from  their  moderation,  and  feemed  to  have  received 
a liberal  portion  of  the  common  temper  and  fpirit  that 
operated  in  the  other  colonies.  A moft  numerous 
afibciation  was  formed,  and  a provincial  .congrefs  was 
chofdn.  The  lituation  of- this  city  and  province  was 
at  this  time  very  critical ; for  fome  regiments  of  troops 
were  expefted  from  Ireland,  and  as  New  York  is  es- 
pofed  t6  the  fea,it  was  not  probable  that  it  would  be 
able  to  abide  an  attack.  However  a body  of  men 
from  Connecticut  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  ol 
that  city, avowedly  for  its  protection,  and  with  an  -in- 
tention to  fuppart  the  difpofition  of  the  people.  But 
? as  there  were  fo  foie  ions  of  the  infufticiency  of  this 
force  in  cafe  of  an  attack  by  fea,  they  applied  to  the 
general  congrel's  for  advice  how  to  behave  upon  the 
arrival  of  the  troops.  The  congrefs,  with  a prudienp"' 
i which  would  in  fome  affemblies  have  been  accounted 
great  wifdom  and  fagacity,  advifed  them  for  the  pre- 
fent  to  aCt  defenfively  with  refpeCt  to  the  troops,  as 
far  as  it  could  be  done  confiftently  with  their  own  fe- 
curity  and  fafety  to  permit  them  to  occupy  the  bar- 
racks, fo  long  as  they  behaved  quietly  and  pcacejfol) , 
but  not  to  fuffer  them  to  ercCt  any  fortification/,  pr 
in  any  manner  to  cut  off  the  communication  benveeu 
the  city  and  the  country.  If  they  attempted  noililities 
•they  lhoui'd  defend  themfelves,' and  repel  force  ,by 
' ' force 
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force.  They  alfo  advifed  them  to  provide  for  the  worft 
that  might  happen,  by  fecuring  places  of  retreat  for 
the  women  and  children ; by  removing  the  arms  and 
ammunition  from  the  magazines  ; and  by  keeping  a fuf- 
ficient  number  of  men  embodied  for  the  protection  of 
the  inhabitants  in  general.  The  departure  of  fuch  a 
number  of  helplefs  objefts  from  the  places  of  their 
habitation,  was  a very  affefting  fight,  and  an  unufual 
fpeftacle.  That  once  flourilhing  and  trading  city  was 
now  almoft  become  a wildernefs.  It  was  by  its  own 
inhabitants  devoted  to  the  flames.  It  was  one  happy 
circumftancefor  New-York,  that  the  troops  were  more 
wanted  at  Bofton,  and  did  not  at  this  time  land  at 
that  place.  It  was  probably  not  in  the  favour  of 
government  that  the  troops  did  not  arrive  at  New- 
York  at  this  time ; for  it  both  gave  the  town  and  the 
province  time  to  form,  and  to  confirm  their  refolutions, 
and  to  drink  more  deep  in  the  fame  fources  of  difafiee- 
tion  with  the  reft  of  the  colonies. 

While  Bofton  was  in  the  pofleflion  of  the  king's 
troops,  and  furrounded  with  the  provincial  armies, 
a few  private  adventurers  attempted  an  enterprize 
which  was  aftonifhing  to  all  Europe.  Some  perfons 
' belonging  to  the  back  parts  of  Connefticut,  Mafia- 
chufetts,  and  New-York,  undertook  at  their  own 
rilk,  and  without  any  public  command  or  authority, 
or  without  communicating  their  defigns,  an  expedi- 
tion of  the  utmoft  importance,  which  not  only  in  its 
confequence  moft  materially  affefted  the  intcrcft  of 
government  in  the  colonies, but  brought  the  queftion 
to  a point  of  critical  nicety,  whether  Britain  Ihould 
have  a fingle  pofleflion  left  in  all  North  America. 
This  was  the  furprizing  of  Ticonderago,  Crown- 
Point,  and  oth,er  forts  fituated  on  the  Great  Lakes, 
and  w hich  commanded  the  pafles  between  the  Britiftt 
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colonics  and  Canada.  Some  of  thofe  who  had  formed 
this  defign,  and  were  fee  Out  upon  this  expedition 
with  the  greateft  fecrecy,  met  others  upon  their  march, 
who,  without  any  previous  concert;  were  fee  out  upon 
the  fame,  defign*  and  embarked  in  the  fame  projeft. 
Thefe  adventurers,  atooiinting  to  240  men  of  Colonel 
Eafton  and  Colonel  lythan.  Allan’s,  .with  great  perfe- 
verance  and  addrefs  fiirprized  the  fmall  garfifons  of 
Ticonderago  and  Crown-Point.  They  took  thefe  two 
fortifications  without  the  lofs  of  a fmgle  man  on  either 
fide.  In  thefe  forts  they  found  a confiderable  quan- 
tity of  artillery;  amounting*  as  Was  reported;  to  200 
pieces  of  cannon,  befides  fome  mortars,  howitzers, 
and  quantities  of  other  ftores ; they  alfb  took  two  vef- 
fels,  which  gave  them  the  command  of  Lake  Champ* 
iain,  and  materials  provided  at  Ticonderago  for  the 
building  and  equipping  others; , This  was  as  daring  an 
aft  of  intrepidity  as  had  been  known  for  a long  time, 
and  fliewed  that  the  colonifts  were  iiow  in  earneft 
in  their  dppofition.  Such  ah  enterprize  performed 
by  Bntiflt  forces,  would  have  been  accounted  an  aft 
hcroifm,  and  was  no  lefs  a bold  aftion  when  per- 
formed by  thofe  provincials;  , , 

..While  thefe  things  were  tranfafting,  the  Generals 
Howe;  Burgoyne,  and  Clinton,  arrivedat  Boftoit  froirt 
England,  together  with  a reinforcement  of  marines, 
and  draughts  from  .other  regiments,  to  fuppiy  the 
vacancies  that  were  in  the  troops  at  Boftqn.  Several 
regiments  from  Ireland  foon  followed  thefe,  fo  that 
the  forces  at  Boftbn,  with  refpeft  to  number,  the 
goodnefs  of  the  troops,  arid  the  charafter  of  the  com- 
manding officers*  were  become  very  refpeftable,  and 
it  was  now  thought  that  matters  could  not  remaid 
long  in  the  fituation  they  were  then  in.  No  remark* 
M m ra  aWe 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF 


« 


43$ 


A.  D.  1775; 


able  achievements  had  for  fome  time  been  performed 
on  either  fide ; the  blockade  was  continued,  but  no- 
thing material  attempted,  except  fome  fmalllkirmifhes 
for  provifions,  which  happened  in  the  iflands  which 
lye  inthebay,in  which  the  king’s  troops  were  word- 
ed. In  tbe  taft  fkirmilh  which  happened  at  Noddle- 
ifland,  a fmall  ifland  which  lies  eafl:  from  Bolton,  they 
deftroyed  a fchooner  belonging  to  government, 
which  had  been  left  by  the  tide,  in  fpite  of  all  oppo- 
fition.  ' 

Matters  continued  ftill  in  the  fame  fituation  at  Bofton, 
notwithftanding  of  the  new  generals,  and  rein- 
forcement of  frelh  troops.  Both  parties  appear  to 
have  been  dotibtful  of  the  event  of  an  engagement, 
and  induftrioufly  avoided  coming  to  a&ion  as  long  as 
they  could.  It  is  highly  probable,  that  the  provincials 
would  have  made  an  attempt  to  ftorm  the  town,  im- 
mediately after  the  affair  of  Lexington,  had  not  they ' 
been  determined  to  fpare  it  for  the  fake  of  their 
friends  who  were  in  it ; this  prevailed  over  every  other 
confideration.  It  mull  be  granted,  that  from  the  num- 
ber of  (hips  of  war  which  almoft  furrounded  the  penm- 
’ fuia,  as  well  as  the  vail  artillery  by  which  it  was  pro- 
tected, and  the  goodnefs  of  the  troops,  that  fuch  an 
attempt  would  have  been  attended  with  great  danger 
and  difficulty,  and  that  the  deftrufiion  of  the  town  muff 
have  been  the  certain  conference.  There  were  o- 
ther  canfes  that  operated  on  this  pccafion,  in  deter- 
mining the  provincials  not  to  attack  the  town.  A re- 
pulfe,  or  even  a viftory,  attended  with  much  blood- 
fhed  in  fo  arduous  a ftrtrggle,  might  have  been  at- 
tended with  fatal  confequences.  The  people  were 
not  yet  accuftomed  to  war ; their  fituation  Was  new 
and  criiioj .. ; they  were  entering  into  a conteft  of  a- 
- - , * Angular 
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lingular  nature,  untried,  unthought  of,  and  unnatural;, 
loaded  with  the  mod  fatal  confequences,  withput  a, 
precedent  to  direfhhem,  or  experience  to  guide  them: 
nor  had  they  as  yet  given  up  all  hopes  of  an  accommo-. 
-dation.  They  were  therefore  afraid  that  thofe  who 
were  not  fully  eftablilhed  in  their  principles  of  oppo-' 
fiti'ui,  would  totally  condemn  any  violent  meafures. 
which  might  exclude  them  from  fuch  adeiirable  event*. 
In  this  ftate  of  anxious  hope  and  fear  much 
cabtion  was  neceffary  to  be  ufed,  left  any  unfuccefsful 
event  might  fuddenly  damp  the  fpirjt.  and  ar.dour  of 
the  people,  ftagger  their  refolution.  and  diffolve  their 
confederacy.  ■?  f; 

The  continental  cpngrefs  upon  the  8 th  of  June, 
refolved  that  the  compaft  between  the  crown  of  F.qg- 
land,  and  the  people  of  Maffachufetts  Bay  was  diffolv- 
ed,  by  the  violation  of  the  charter  of  William  and 
Mary  ; and  recommended  to  the  people  of  that  pro- 
vince, to  proceed  to  the  eftablilhment  of  a new  govern* 
ment,  by  the  electing  a governor  and  affiftants,  ac- 
cording to  the  powers  contained  in  the  original  char- 
ter. They  paifed  another  refolution,  t-hap  no  hift  mf 
exchange,  draught,  or  order,  of  any  officer  in  the 
army  tor  navy,  their  agents  or  contractors,  Ihould  be 
received  or  negociated,  or  any  money  fupplied  to  them 
- by  any  perfon ; and  prohibited  the  applying  of  the 
r Army  or  navy,  or  Ihips  employed  in  the  tranfport  fer- 
vice,  with  provifions  or  neceffaries  of  any  kiud- 
They  at  the  fame  time  erefted  a general  poft-office  at 
Philadelphia,  which  extended  through  the  United 
Colonies ; and  fame  time  after  placed  Dr  Franklin, 
who  had  been  difgraccd  and  removed  from  that  office 
by  government,  at  the  head  thereof.  The  congrefs 
h^d  now,  under  the  fo(t  idea  of  recommendation  and 
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advice,  affumed  the  power  of  a fupremc  govern- 
ment. 

General  Gage,  nearly  about  the  fame  time,  iffued 
a proclamation,  in  which  was  offered,  in  the  king’s 
name,  a free  pardon  to  all  thofe  who  fhould  forthwith 
lay  down  their  arms,  and  return  to  their  refpettive  oc-' 
cupations  and  peaceable  duties,  excepting  only  from 
rhe  benefit  of  the  pardon,  Samuel  Adams,  and  Joha 
Hancock,  whofe  offences  were  conficjered  to  be  fo  a- 
trocious  as  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  forgivenefs. 
All  fuch  as  did  not  accept  of  this  offered  mercy,  or 
who  fhould  proteft,  afiift,  conceal,  or  correfpond  with* 
them,  were  to  be  treated  as  rebels  and  traitors.  It 
Was  alfo  declared,  that  as  a flop  was  put  to  the 
due  couife  of  law  and  juftice,  that  the  martial  law 
fhould  take  place  till  the  laws  were  reftored  to  their 
former  courfe,  and  juftice  executed  in  its  ufual  chan- 
nel. This  proclamation  produced  no  effeft.  Mr 
Hancock  was  chofen  prefident  of  the  congrefs  at  the 
very  feafon  that  this  proclamation  was  intended  to 
operate.  Such  a proclamation  at  this  time  was  con- 
fidered  as  a preliminary  to  immediate  action  ; accord- 
ingly, from  this  time  both  parties  held  thejnfeives  ia 
Teadinefs  for  it.  The  poft  of  Charleftown  had  been 
neglefted  by  both  parties,  though  it  was  a poft  of 
much  confequence  ; for  by  having  the  command  of 
the  rock  which  joins  the  peninfula  to  the  continent, 
thofe  that  are  m pofl’effion  thereof,  have  it  in  their 
power  to  ftop  the  paflages  to  the  north  and  north -weft, 
and  to  prevent  the  communication  between  Bofton, 
the  weft  parts  of  Maflachufett’s-Bay,  New  Hampfhire, 
and  the  other  parts  towards  the  weft  and  north-weft. 
The  neck  of  the  peninfiila  is  not  much  above  half  a 
mile  in  breadth,  and  by  being  properly  fortified,  may 
J ■ ■ . . ’ ~ ‘ ‘ '•  command 


Digitized  by  Google 


^.D,  1775-  THE  WAR  IN  AMERICA.  439 

command  Charles*  river  on  the  fouth,  and  Myftic  river 
on  the  north,  and  interrupt  the  communication  be- 
tween Bofton  and  thofe  parts  of  the  Bay  on  both 
fides,  in  a great  meafure.  It  would  have  been  an 
eafy  matter  for  the  king’s  forces,  who  had  the  com- 
mand of  the  river,  to  have  fortified  this  neck*  and 
rendered  it  exceedingly  ferviceable  to  them.  They 
found  afterwards  their  miftake  in  neglecting  it.  The 
provincials  confidered  it  offervice  for  them,  whether 
they  (hould  chufe  to  aft  on  the  defenfive  or  oftenfive. 
There  is  a rifing  ground,  called  Bunker-Hill,  juft 
within  the  neck,  that  joins  the  peniufula  to  the  con- 
tinent. This  neck  is  very  like  that  on  which  Bof- 
ton (lands ; except  the  ifthmus  is  confiderably  wider, 
and  Bunker-hill  higher  than  any  hill  in  the  other. 
The  towns  are  only  feparated  by  Charles’  river,which, 
in  that  part,  is  only  about  the  breadth  of  the  Thames 
'between London  and  Southwark;  fo that  Charleftown 
feemed  to  hold  the  fame  conneftion  with  Bofton, 
that  the  Borough  does  with  London.  Weft  from 
Bunker-hill  lies  another  rifing  ground  called  Winter- 
hill,  and  on  the  right  hand,  at  a ('mail  diftance,  ano- 
ther called  Profpeft-hill ; all  thefe  being  contigious, 
were  advantageous  polls,  and  were  by  this  ftep  in  the 
poffefljon  of  the  provincials. 

The  party  that  was  fent  in  the  night  to  fortify 
Bunker-hill,  carried  on  their  work  with  fo  much  fecre- 
cy  and  expedition,  that  though  the  penixfula  was  fur- 
rounded  with  (hips  of  war  and  fpy  boats,  they  were 
not  heard  during  the  night,  and  fuch  extraordinary 
difpatch  had  they  uled,  that  in  the  morning  by  day- 
break, they  had  a fmall  redoubt,  confiderable  en- 
trenchments, and  a bread-work,  that  in  fome  parts 
jr^s  cannon  proof,  very  near  compleatcd.  The  fighr 
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of  thef£  works  was  the  firft  notice  that  alarmed  the 
lately  man  of  war  in  the  morning,  and  her  guns  cal. 
led  the  town,  camp,  and  fleet  to  behold  a fight  which 
appeared  little  lefs  than  a prodigy.  A heavy  and 
continued  fire  of  cannon,  howitzers,  and  mortars,  was 
now  carried  on  upon  the  works,  from  the  (hips, 
floating  batteries,  and  from  the  top  of  Cop’s-hill  ia 
Bofton.  Such  an  inceflant  and  prodigious  roar  of  ar- 
tillery, would  have  been  a trial  to  the  courage  and 
firmnels  of  the  oldeftfoldiers,  and  mud  have  undoubt- 
edly greatly  interrupted  thefinilhing  of  the  works  ; it 
was  however  faid,  that  the  provincials  bore  this  fevere 
fire  w'ith  wonderful  firmnefs,  and  feemed  to  go  oa 
with  their  bufinefs  as  if  no  enemy  had  been  near,  nor 
any  danger  in  the  fervice.  General  Gage  now  per- 
ceived that  the  provincials  were  not  to  be  frighted 
merely  with  the  found  of  cannons  and  mortars,  and 
that  fome  more  effeftual  method  behoved  to  be  ufed 
to  make  them  give  over  their  undertaking.  About 
noon,  June  21ft,  the  fame  day  that  the  works  were  be- 
gun, and  brought  to  the  condition  that  has  Been  men- 
tioned, he  ordered  a confiderable  body  of  troops  un- 
der the  command  of  Major  Gen.  Howe,  and  Brigadier 
Pigot,  to  drive -the  provincials  from  their  works.  This 
detachment  confided  of  10  companies  of  grenadiers, 
as  many  of  light  infontry,  and  the  5th,  38th,  43d,  yift, 
and  5 2d  battalions,  with  a fuitable  artillery,  landed 
and  drawn  up  without  oppofition  from  the  {hips  of 
war.  The  two  generals  found  the  enemy  fo  ndvan- 
tagioufly  polled,  and  in  fuch  a pofture  of  defence, 
that  they  thought  it  neceflary  to  fend  back  for  a rein- 
forcement before  they  began  the  attack.  They  were 
accordingly  joined  with  fome  companies  of  light-in- 
fantry and  grenadiers, by  the  47thr£giment,  and  by.the 
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i ft:  battalion  of  marines,  amounting  in  the  whole,  as 
rcprefented  by  Gen.  Gage’s  letter,  to  fomething  more 
than  2000  men. 

The  attack  was  begun  by  a heavy  difchargc  of  can- 
non and  howitzers,  under  which  the  troops  advanced 
in  a flow  march  towards  the  enemy,  and  halted  feveral 
times  to  afford  time  for  the  artillery  to  deftroy  the 
works,  and  to  throw  the  provincials  into  confufion. 
But  this  did  not  happen  according  to  their  expe&a- 
tions;  for  the  enemy  remained  fteady,  and  the  troops 
were  unufually  ftaggered  in  this  attack.  The  provin- 
cials threw  fome  men  into  the  houfes  of  Charleftown, 
which  covered  their  right  flank,  by  which  means 
General  Pigot,  who  commanded  the  left  wing,  and 
who  behaved  with  great  bravery  and  firmnefs,  was  at 
once  expofed  to  the  fire  of  the  lines,  and  to  that  from 
the  houfes.  In  this  attack  Charleftown  was  fet  on 
fire,  and  burnt  to  aflies.  It  remains  a point  yet  un- 
determined how  and  by  whom  this  town  was  fet  on 
fire  ; whether  by  bombs  from  the  flops,  or  by  the 
troops.  It  is  mod  probable  that  the  troops  fet  it  on 
fire,  for  their  own  defence  againft  the  attack  that  was 
made  from  the  houfes,  and  with  a defign  to  diflodge 
the  provincials  that  were  in  it.  Whatever  way  it 
happened,  that  fine  town,  confifting  of  400  houfes, 
was  reduced  to  aflies.  The  provincials  were  ftill  un- 
moved, notwithftanding  the  continual  fire  of  fmall* 
arms  and  artillery.  They  behaved  like  veterans,  and 
troops  of  the  grcateft  experience.  All  this,-  while 
they  did  not  return  a Angle  {hot,  ,until  the  ‘‘king’s 
forces  had  almoft  approached  their  works,  when  a 
dreadful  fire  took  place,  by  which  a number  of  brave 
Britifh  officers  fell.  Some  officers  who  had  ferved  in 
the  moft  diftinguifhed  a&ions  in  the  laft  war,  declared;' 
i ' * that 
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that  this  a&iofi,  for  the  time  it  lafted,  was  the  hotteft 
engagement  they  ever  faw.  It  is  no  wonder,  if  under 
fb  heavy  and  deftru&ive  a fire,  our  troops  were  thrown! 
into  diforder.  It  Was  reported  that  General  Howe 
was  for  a few  feconds  l.eft  almoft  alone  ; and  it  is  cer-  • 
tain  that  mod  of  the  officers  that  were  near  his  perfon 
were  either  killed  or  wounded.  He  deferves  the 
greateft  pfaife  for  hi’s  coolnefs  and  intrepidity  on  this 
occafion  ; he  fully  difcovered,  that  folid  and  rational  , 
courage  that  has  appeared  fo:  confpicuous  in  the  fami- 
ly of  the  Howes.  General  Clinton,  who  at  this  time 
had  juft  arrived  from  Bofton,  during  the  time  of  the  . 
engagement,  is  faidto  have  rallied  the  troops,  and  led 
them  on  again  to  charge  the  enemy.  ,Aiter  a molt 
dre  adful  carnage,  they  attacked  the  works  with  fixed 
bayonets,  and  diflodged  the  provincials.  This  would 
have  been  a work  of  much  more  flaughter,  provided 
the  colonifts  had  been  fufficientiy  provided  with  bay- 
onets ; for  though  many  of  them  had  nc  bayonets,* 
and  their  ammunition  was  expended,  they  fought 
defperately  within  the  works,  and  were  with  difficulty 
drove  from  them.  They,  however,  retreated  over 
Charleftown  neck,  which  was  enfiladed  by  the  guns 
of  the  Glafgow  man  of  war,  and  of  two  floating  bat- 
teries. Thefc  did  but  fmall  execution,  though  the 
dread  of  it  had  prevented  fome  regiments,  who  were 
ordered  to  fupport  that  poll;  from  fulfilling  their  duty. 

The  battle  of  Bunker’s-hill  was  one  of  the  moft 
bloody  a&ions  that  has  happened  this  long  time,  in  which, 
there  ifere  more  Britiih  officers  killed  and  wounded, 
according  to  the  proportion  of  the  number  engaged  £ 
than  were  in  any  engagement  luft  war.  According  to, 
thepublic  accounts,  publilhed  by  authority,  the  whole 
i in  killed  and  wounded  amounted  to- 1 054,  of  whom;. 
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226  were  killed;  of  thefe  19  were  commiffioned  offi- 
cers, including  a lieutenant-colonel^  2 majors , and  7 
captains;  70 other  officers  were  wounded.  Among 
thofe  who  were  mod  lamented  on  this  occafion  were 
lieutenant-colonel  Abercromby,  and  Major  Pitcairne 
of  the  marines.  The  majors,  Williams  andSpendlove, 
the  laft  of  which  died  of  his  wounds  fome  time  after 
, the  aftion,  haddiftinguilhed  themfelvesin  fuch  a man- 
ner as  to  make  their  lofs  more  fenfibly  felt.  The 
king’s  troops  behaved  with  much  bravery,  as  was  ma- 
nifeftby  the  event;  for  there  was  fcarce  a lingle offi- 
cer who  had  not  an  opportunity  of  fignalizing  himfelf, 
and  the  generals  and  field  officers  ufed  the  moft  extra- 
ordinary efforts.  All  thefe  things  concur  to  Ihew  the 
dangerous  and  difficult  fervice  in  which  they  were  en- 
gaged. The  battle  of  Quebec  in  the  laft  war,  with 
all  the  glory  and  vaft  confequences  that  attended  it, 
was  not  fo  deftruftive  to  our  officers  as  this  entrench- 
ment, thrown  up  in  a few  hours.  It  was  a matter  of 
grievous  refle&ion,  that  fuch  brave  men,  many  of 
whom  had  contributed  to  exalt  the  dignity  of  their 
.country  in  fubduing  her  enemies  and  enlarging  her 
territories,  Ihould  have  fallen  in  fupporting  a power 
that  was  feeking  to  enflave  and  ruin  the  Britilh  em- 
pire. Thefe  brave  Britilh  officers  found  to  their  fad 
experience  what  wonderful  exertions  the  fpirit  of  li- 
-berty  will  produce  even  in  unexperienced  and  raw 
troops.  The  provincials,  who  had  been  rated  as  cow- 
ards and  poltroons  in  the  minifterial  vocabulary,  un- 
der the  influence  of  the  powerful  fpirit  eff  liberty 
fhewed  inftances  of  wifdom,  courage  and  intrepidity, 
that  would  not  have  difgraced  troops  of  more  experi- 
ence and  reputation.  The  confequences  of  this  aftion 
were  of  more  advantage  to  thofe  that  were  fuppofed 
Nnn  , to 
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to  be  vanquiffied,  than  to  the  conquerors;  for  the 
provincials  began  to  find  that  they  could  face  the 
king’s  troops  and  alfo  to  make  fome  impreffion  upon 
them;  and  they  alfo  difcovered,  that  they  could  re- 
treat without  being  purfued  by  the  king’s  troops, 
which  had  confirmed  them  in  the  opinion  that  their 
enemies  had  fuffered  feverely.  What  was  the  lofs  on 
the  fide  of-  the  provincials  could  not  be  learned  by  our 
troops  ; for  unlefs  30  wounded  men  which  were  left 
on  the  field,  the  Briti fit  forces  took  no  priloners.  Ac- 
cording to.the  account  publilhed  by  the  cengrefs  of 
the  province,  their  lofs  was  comparatively  fmall,  a. 
mounting  to  about  450  killed,  wounded,  and  miffing. 
They  affirm  that  on  our  fide  the  llaughter  was  much 
more  confiderable ; but  of  this  our  accounts  laid  no- 
thing. It  was  affirmed  that  the  provincials  buried  a 
great  number  of  their  dead  in  the  time  of  their  en- 
gagement ; but  this  is  an  extraordinary  circumftance, 
which  does  not  appear  very  credible;  or  if  it  was 
true,  it  ffiews  that  they  had  plenty  of  time,  and  were 
not  hardly  charged  by  our  troops. 

The  perfon  among  the  provincials  that  was  moft 
lamented,  who  was  flain  in  this  aftion,  was  Doftor 
Warren,  who  afted  as  a major-general  and  comman- 
der on  this  occafion  ; he  was  killed  fighting  bravely  at 
the  head  of  his  troops,  in  a little  redoubt  to  the  right 
of  the  lines.  This  gentleman,  who  was  generally  e- 
Iteemed  for  his  merits,  eloquence,  and  other  abilities, 
had  been  one  of  tbs  delegates  to  the  firft  general  con- 
grefs,  and  was  at  this  time  prefident  of  the  provincial 
congrefs.  He  is  faid  to  have  been  au  eminent  pliyli- 
ciau,  and  a perfon  of  an  amiable  charafter.  When  lie 
faw  his  country  going  to  be  enflaved,  as  he  judged,  he 
fired  with  Indignation  at  the  thought,  and  broke  thro’ 
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all  the  endearing  ties  of  family  fatisfaflion,  and  de- 
voted himfelf  to  the  public  fervice  of  the  community, 
and  fell  gallantly  in  the  catife  of  freedom  and  liberty. 
— They  loft  fome  other  officers  of  chara&er,  one  of 
■whom,  a lieutenant-colonel,  died  of  his  wounds,  in 
the  prifon  of  Bolton. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  fettle  the  different  claims  of  parties, 
with  refpeft  to  this  afrion.  Each  fide  claimed  much  ho- 
nour to  themfelves.  The  king's  troops  faidthe  defeat- 
ed three  times  their  own  number,  out  ®f  a ftrong  forti- 
fied port,  and  under  many  difadvantages.  On  the  o- 
ther  fide,  they  reprefented  the  regulars  as  amounting 
to  3000  men,  and  rated  themfelves  at  the  number  of 
only  1 500 ; and  affirmed  that  this  fmall  body  not  only 
withllood  their  attack,  and  repeatedly  repulfed  them 
with  great  lofs,  notwithftanding  the  powerful  artille- 
ry they  had  brought  with  them,  but  that  they  had  at 
the  fame  time,  and  for  feveral  hours,  fuflained  a moft 
fevere  and  intolerable  fire  from  the  fhips,  floating  bat- 
teries, and  fixed  battery  at  Bolton,  which  prevented 
them  from  being  able  to  finifh  their  works.  In  ca- 
fes of  this  fort,  great  allowances  muft  be  made  for 
the  prejudice  of  parties ; for  it  is  very  common  for 
each  fide  of  a queftion  to  fay  the  mod  favourable 
things  of  themfelves  that  they  can.  The  number  of 
the  provincials  were  perhaps  neither  fo  many  as  our 
accounts  fet  them  forth,  nor  fo  few  asthev  themfelves 
pretended.  It  is  however  manifeft  that  the  colonilts 
were  not  caften  down  nor  difpirited  by  this  defeat; 
and  it  appears  that  they  both  had  fome  judgment  of 
the  power  of  our  troops,  and  of  their  own  ilrength. 
It  is  highly  probable  that  our  troops  on  this  occaiion, 
though  they  pretended  to  defpife  the  provincials,  as 
inferior  to  them  in  courage  and  military  difeipline, 
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1 fucli  an  impreflion  of  what  they  wou  and 

which  made  them  more  cautious  aftei  trds, 
0**\  Cio  of  our  boafting  heroes  at  home  l n in 

MKjjEjpT-^  rion  of  General  Howe  and  his  officers  they 
li a. ve  been  more  cautious  in  talking  of  j neri- 
a.  r dice.  The  provincials  ffiewed  a grt  : de- 
<->  f activity  and  lkill  in  the  conftru&ion  o their 
and  of  fteadinefs  and  conftancy  in  deft  ding 
viiider  many  great  difadvantages.  They  faid, 
vViey  had  loft  a poll,  they  had  alinoft  all  the  (Feds 
j,  co mpleat  victory ; as  they  entirely  put  aft  p to 
^ offenfive  operations  of  a large  army  fent  to  fi  bdue 
* anc*  which  they  continued  to  block  up  in  a 
%Xatvo-w  town.  They  now  triumphed  that  thei  * ac- 
Viad  refuted  vhofe  reproaches  which  had  been 
ahtownn  upon  them  in  England,  of  being  deficieit  in 
, courage  and  refolution.  The  advantages  of  this  en- 
gagementdid  not  counterbalance  the  lofs  to  the  King’s 
troops ; for  all  that  could  be  faid  to  have  been  obtained 
. tin  lieu  of  1054  men  killed  and  wounded  was  5 pieces 
of  cannon,  and  30  wounded  men. 

. The  provincials  after  the  a&ion  at  Bunker’s-hill, 
/:  *|&$|Prew  up  works  upon  Winter-hill,  on  their  fide 
-Gharleftown  neck,  fo  that  the  troops  were  asclofely 
rr , s >®vefted  in  that  peninfula,  as  they  had  been  in  Bof- 
■f'  . tOQ-  They  were  alfo  indefatigable  in  fecuring  the 
« " - • *poft  expofed  pofts  of  the  lines  with  redoubts  cover- 
«d  with  artillery,  and  advanced  their  works  clofe 
fortification  on  Bofton-neck,  wherewith  equal 
.jpoldnefs  and  addrefs  they  burnt  a-  guard-houfe  be- 
V to  the  king’s  troops.  As  the  army  was  abun- 

^urn^c^  w'ith  all  manner  of  military  ftores, 
^ * the  troops  were  not  fparing  in  throw* 

MW*  ls  Uncl  maintaining  a great  cannonade  upon 
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the  works  of  the  provincials,  which  had  no  other  effeft 
than  to  accultom  them  to  that  fort  of  fervice,  and  to 
wear  off  the  dread  of  thofe  noify  meffengers  of  death. 
Hie  provincials,  on  the  other  fide,  feemcd  to  be  cau- 
tious in  expending  their  ammunition. 

The  melancholy  effects  of  this  battle’appeared  iroft 
manifelt  in  the  ruins  of  the  town  of  Charleltown,  which 
wras  now  an  affefting  fpe&acle  to  the  ferious  and  un- 
prejudiced of  all  parties.  It  was  the  firll  fettlement 
made  in  this  colony,  and  was  confidered  as  the  mother 
of  Bolton  ; for  the  town  of  Bolton  was  firft  bnilt  by 
a number  of  emigrants  from  Charleltown  fome  fhort 
time  after  the  year  1630.  Charleltown  was  large, 
handfome,  and  well  built, — both  with  regard  to  its 
public  and  private  edifices  ; it  was  about  half  as  large 
as  Bolton,  and  was  capable  of  being  made  as  Itrong, 
for  it  flood  upon  a peninfula,  much  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  Bolton  does,  and  had  nearly  the  fame  natural 
advantages,  it  was  both  a market  and  county  town, 
being  the  county  town  of  Middlefex,  in  Maffachufett’s- 
Bay.  It  had  a good  large  church,  a market-place  in  a 
handfome  fquare  by  the  river  fide,  fupplied  with  ail 
neceffary  provifions,  both  of  flelh  and  filh, — and  two 
large  llreets  leading  down  to  it,  which  were  both  re- 
gular and  elegant.  It  carried  on  the  greateft  trade  of 
any  towm  in  the  province,  except  Boilon,  It  is  faid 
that  the  two  ports  cleared  out  a thoufand  veffels  an- 
nually for  foreign  trade,  exclufive  of  a vail  number 
of  coalters.  Such  is  the  end  of  human  labour,  wif- 
dom  and  indultry — and  fuch  the  effects  and  fatal  fruits 
of  civil  diffention  and  difeord  ! The  work  of  a day 
will  ruin  the  labour  of  ages,  and  lay  riches,  grandeur, 
magnificence,  and  fplendor  in  ruins. 

His  Majefty’s  fortes  were  now  in  a very  ineligible 

fituation  ; 
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fituation;  they  were  deprived  of  provifions  from  the 
country,  by  two  caufes  ; — they  were  hedged  in  by 
the  provincial  troops  by  land,  and  the  colonies  had 
agreed  to  fend  them  none  by  fea.  They  had  nothing 
but  what  they  had  from  the  (hips,  or  what  they  took 
at  the  hazard  of  their  lives ; and  their  duty  was  now 
doubled,  by  being  both  obliged  to  guard  their  en- 
campment and  defend  the  town.  This  evil  had  one 
advantage  attending  it,  it  enlarged  their  quarters, 
and  afforded  them  more  room,  and  more  frefh  air. — 
They  were  more  dreadfully  incommoded  in  the  town 
during  the  excelfive  heat  of  the  fummer,  which  was 
ready  to  bring  on  diftempers  and  crowd  the  hofpitals  • 
This  encampment  was  therefore  a fort  of  relief  for 
the  prefent,  tho*  it  was  attended  with  more  fatigue. 

' — -Their  wants  were  at  the  fame  time  very  grievous, 
their  fituation  irkfome  and  degrading : they  were  in- 
fulted  by  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been  taught  to  de- 
fpife,  and  in  continual  alarm  from  a people  whom  they 
had  fufficiently  provoked.  Their  provifions  were 
both  fait  and  bad  ; and,  like  other  things  that  are  de- 
rived  from  government  contrafts,  were  pernicious  in 
their  effe&s,  and  exorbitant  in  their  price.  The  heat 
of  the  climate,  the  badnefs  of  provifions, 'and  confine- 
ment, naturally  brought  on  dlfeafes,  and  filled  the  hof- 
pitals. The  number  of  fick  and  wounded,  at  a mode- 
rate computation,  amounted  now  to  1600.  ‘ Conftder- 
ing  all  circumftances,  it  was  a wonder  there  were  not 
more  in  this  diftrefled  fituation.  It  was  however  for- 
tunate, that  few,  in  comparifon  of  the  numbers  that 
were  fick,  died, 

A regiment  of  light  cavalry  arrived  from  Ireland, — 
which,  inftcad  of  affording  aid  to  their  friends,  were 
rather  a grievance ; for  they  were  never  able  to  fet  a 

focg; 
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foot  out  of  the  garrifion,  and  only  helped  to  confute 
the  proviiious  which  were  in  the  town  ; by  which 
means  both  the  foldiers  and  the  town’s  people  were 
moredidreffeJ.  Almod  all  circumdances  concurred 
to  didrefs  and  render  the  troops  uneafy ; they  found 
from  experience  that  the  provincials  were  not  fuch 
cowards  as  they  had  been  reprefented,  and  that  it 
was  dangerous  to  prefume  too  far  upon  that  hypo- 
thefis,  and  that  many  of  thofe  things  which  they  needed 
greatly  could  not  be  obtained  without  encountering  a 
defperate  enemy.  They  were  condantly  witnefles 
of  the  moll  daring  adventures  performed  by  perfons 
whom  they  had  been  told  were  mean,  dadardly  pol- 
troons, and  who  would  run  at  the  fight  of  a grenadier, 
— They  were  now  not  only  obliged  to  riilc  their  lives 
for  fupplies  of  neceflary  food  to  themfelves,  but  to 
venture  them  for  fupplies  to  their  horfes  ; for  hay,  as 
wrell  as  bread,  corn,  and  flefh,  was  become  an  article  of 
very  great  importance.  The  hay,  fheep,  andcattleinthe 
iflands  were  now  as  much  the  reafons  of  war,  as  the 
rights  of  the  Britifli  parliament  over  America  ; and 
they  were  heartily  in  earned  to  fight  for  their  food, 
who  were  indifferent  about  fighting  for  the  dominion 
of  others.  The  provincials  knew  the  fituation  and 
circumdances  of  the  troops,  and  underflood  what  ne- 
ceflity  would  fugged  to  them  ; having  therefore  pro- 
cured a number  of  whale  boats,  and  being  maders  of 
the  diore  and  ^inlets  of  the  bay,  they  burnt,  dedroyed, 
and  carried  away,  in  fpite  of  all  the  fliips  of  war  and 
armed  vefTels,  thofe  neceffary  articles  which  the  king’s 

troops  dood  mod  in  need  of. Thefe  entcrprifes 

brought  on  fundry  fkirmilhes,  and  the  provincials 
grew  fo  daring  at  length  as  to  burn  the  light-houfe, 
which -was  built  upon  an  ifland  at  the  entrance  of  the 
. v ’ . harbour, 


Digitized  by  Google 


47® 


HISTORY  OF 


A.  D.  1775. 

harbour,  tho’  a man  of  War  lay  within  a mile  of  them 
at  the  time.  Some  carpenters  were  fent  afterwards,  un- 
der the  prote&ion  of  a fmall  party  of  marines,  to  ere& 
a temporary  light -houfe,  when  they  killed  and  carried 
off  the  whole  detachment.  All  thefe  aftions  were  at 
home  reprefented  as  deeds  of  cowardice,  and  we 
heard  nothing  from  minifterial  demagogues,  except, 
coward,  rebel,  or  poltroon.  Such  is  the  infatuation 
of  prejudiced  minds,  when  fet  upon  a favourite  pro- 
ject:, that  they  not  only  will  not  perceive  the  truth, 
but  wilfully  pervert  it.  Even  when  appearances  were 
ftrongly  againfl:  us,  we  hill  interpreted  them  in  our 
own  favour ; from  whence  the  public  news  became 
the  vehicles  of  falfhood,  mifinformation,  and  decep- 
tion. We  were  promifed  that  in  one  campaign  the 
war  would  be  ended,  the  Americans  obliged  to  fub. 
mit  to  the  will  and  pleafure  of  the  minifter,  and  Bri- 
tain indemnified  for  all  her  expences  by  the  wealth  of 
the  colonies.  So  far  will  blinded  mortals  proceed, 
when  pride,  interefl,  and  paffion  put  out  their  eyes. 

While  the  troops  were  thus  blockaded  in  Boflon, 
a war  of  plunder  commenced,  or  in  more  polite 
terms,  it  became  prccdatory.  It  was  carried  on  be- 
tween the  fhips  of  war  and  the  inhabitants  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  coafl.  The  firft  being  refafed  the 
provifions  and  neceffarics  which  they  wanted  for 
themfelves  or  the  army,  endeavoured  to  obtain 
them  by  force,  and  in  thefe  attempts  were  frequently 
oppofed,  and  fometimes  repulfed  by  the  country  peo- 
ple. The  feizing  of  fhips  according  to  the  new  laws, 
or  at  the  commands  of  the  admiral,  was  alfo  a conti- 
nual fource  of  animofity,  the  proprietors  naturally 
hazarding  all  dangers,  in  defence,  or  for  the  recovery 
of  their  property.  Thefe  contefls  brought  the  ven- 
geance 
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igeance  of  the  Wen  of  war,  upon  feveral  of  the  fin  all 
towns  updn  the  fea  coaft,  fome  of  which  underwent 
a fevere  correction;  On  thefe  oecafions  the  argu- 
ment concerning  cowardice  appeared  to  have  a?  much 
force  tm  the  one  fide  as  the  other  ; for  if  the  provhv- 
cials  took  the  advantage  of  the  country*  and  did 
not  expofe  themfelves  unneceffarily  to  the  violence 
of  our  men*  our  troops  were  cautious  to  keep  within 
reach  of  their  ftiips,  and  did  not  Venture  to  penetrate 
into  the  country;  It  might  have  been  expe&ed  while 
the  war  was  hanging  in  this  kind  of  fufpence,  and 
both  parties  feeme'd  afraid  to  venture  a general  en- 
gagement, that  fpthe  fparks  of  wifdoiri  would  have 
fprung  up  in  the  minds  of  the  Britifh  miniftry,  and 
that  they  Would  have  tried  fome  foftening  meafures, 

to  have  prevented  the  Further  fhedding  of  blood. 

But  either  pride  or  revenge  operated  flrpngly  upon 
their  temper,  and  the  blood  they  had  iked  was  only 
a fort  of  a whet  which  made  their  appetites , keener 
for  daughter,  thdt  they  might  glut  their  revenge.  It 
Was  generally  believed,  that  at  this  time  the  fove  reign 
Was  greatly  abufed,  and  matters  were  mifreprefented 
to  him,  otherwife  he  would  not  have  given  counte- 
nance to  a war,  which  could  have  no  good  effefl  in 
Its  profecution,  and  might  iffue  ip  drfmembering  the 
empire.  The  friends  of  the  revolution  and  the  Ha- 
noverian fuccefficm,  could  not  prevail  upqn  therpfelve? 
to  believe,  that  a King  of  the  family  of  Brunfwjck 
could  be  fo  blind  to  his  own  intereft,  and  j^Wt  of  lps 
people,  as  to  liften  to  the  copnfels  of  men  that  wqre 
pdvifing  him  to  ruin  his  own  family.  They  at  lait 
had  reafon  to  fear  that  a great  infatuation  had  feized 
the  moving  powers  of  the  body  politic,  and, the  .head 
as  well  as  the  members,  were  greatly  infeCted.  This 
O 0 o they 
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they  could  only  lament ; for  all  the  remedies  which 
they  tried  proved  ineffectual.  Petitions  and  remon- 
Itrances  were  conftrufted  difrefpeftful  to  his  Majefty, 
and  infults  to  government ; and  thole  who  had  ven- 
tured their  lives  and  fortunes  in  quelling  an  aftual  re- 
bellion againfl:  the  fovereign,  were  accounted  difloyai 
for  pleading  the  caufe  of  rnagna  cbarta  and  the  revolu- 
tion ; while  fome  who  had  draw  n their  fwords  againfl; 
their  king  and  the  laws,  were  preferred  to  high  ho- 
nours, and  fuffered  to  balk  in  the  warm  funfhine  of 

royal  favour. The  true  lovers  of  Englilh  liberty 

were  ftigmatized  v ith  the  opprobrious  names  of  fac- 
tious difturbers  of  the  peace,  and  mock  patriots,  and 
venal  Icriblers  were  privileged  to  blacken  their  caufe, 
and  abufe  their  charafters.  Their  oppolition  to  vio- 
lent meafures,  for  fupporting  what  at  belt  was  prob- 
lematical, w’as  termed  indirect  rebellion ; and  thofe 
who  had  once  aftually  rebelled,  were  loudelt  in  the 
cry  againfl;  them. 

The  policy  of  the  minlflry  at  this  time  was  as  un- 
fuccefsfuf  as  it  was  abfurd  in  its  principles ; the  Ca- 
nada bill,  which  is  commonly  called  the  Quebec  aft, 
operated  in  a manner  direftly  oppofite  to  its  firft  and 
true  intention.  Its  pernicious  confequences  were  now 
difpiayed  in  a manner  and  degree  beyond  what  its  moll 
fahguine  oppofers  ever  imagined  could  happen,  In- 
ftead  of  gaming  the  French  Canadians  to  the  inte- 
' relh  of  government,  by  this  abfurd  and  inconfiftent 
law,  the  miniftry  loll  their  affeftions,  and  they  were 
found  as  much  avtrfe  to  this  aft,  and  as  much  difguft- 
ed  at  its  operations  as  the  Britilh  fettlers.  General 
Carleton,  the  governor  of  this  province,  who  had 
placed  much  confidence  in  the  railing  a confiderable 
army  of  Canadians,  and  being  enabled  to  march  at 
, their 
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their  head  to  the  relief  of  General  Gage,,  found  him- 
felf  fadly  difappointed ; for  tho’  government  relied 
much  upon  the  hope  of  this  manoeuvre,  and  had  fent 
20,000  (lands  of  arms,  and  a great  quantity  of  milita- 
ry (tores  for  this  wife  and  gracious  purpofe,  the 
Canadians  were  not  difpofed  to  make  any  ufe  of  them. 

The  people  faid  they  were  now  under  the  Britifli  go- 
vernment ; that  they  could  not  pretend  to  underhand 
the  caufes  of  the  prefent  difputes,  nor  the  juftice  of 
the  claims  on  either  fide;  that  they  did  and  would  » 
(hew  themfelves  dutiful  fubjefts,  by  a quiet  and  peace- 
able demeanor,  and  due  obedience  to  the  government 
under  which  they  were  placed;  but  that  it  was  to- 
• M lly  inconfident  with  their  prefent  (late  and  condi- 
tion, to  interfere  or  in  any  degree  render  themfclve* 
parties  in  the  canted  that  might  arife  between  the  go- 
vernment and  its  ancient  fubje&s.  The  governor  if- 
fued  a proclamation  for  affembling  the  militia,  and 
for  the  execution  of  the  martial  law,  but  it  was  in  vain, 
for  it  produced  no  effect  s they  faid  they  would  defend 
the  province  if  it  was  attacked  ; but  they  abfolutely 
refufed  to  march  out  of  it,  or  to  commence  hodilitie* 
againd  their  neighbours.  When  all  earthly  argu- 
ments failed,  the  governor  had  recourfe  to  fpiritual 
injunctions.  He  applied  to  the  Bi(hop  of  Quebec  to 
ufe  his  fpiritual  authority  and  influence  with  the  peo- 
ple towards  difpofmg  them  to  the  adoption  of  this  fa- 
vourable meafure,  and  particularly  that  he  would  if- 
fue  an  epifcopal  mandate  to  be  read  in  all  the  pari(l\ 
churches,  by  the  priefls,  in  the  time  of  divine  fervice  j 
— but  the  Bi(hop  excufed  himfelf  from  a compliance 
with  this  propofition,  by  reprefeuting,  that  an  epifco- 
pal mandate  on  fuch  a fubjeft  would  be  contrary  to 
jhe  canons  of  the  church  of  Rome.  The  ecclefial- 

tics, 
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tices,inthe  place  of  this,iflfuedpaftoral  letters  which  al- 
moft  were  generally  disregarded.  The  npbkffe  alone, 
who  were  chiefly  confidcred  in  the  Quebec  aft,  (hew- 
ed a zeal  againil  the  Englilh  colonifts ; but  as  they 
flood  feparated  from  the  great  body  of  the  people, 
they  (hewed  no  formidable  degree  of  ftrength.  Thefe 
proceedings  fully  Ihew  the  real  intention  of  this  po- 
pilh,  abfurd,  and  unconftitutional  law;  that  it  was 
formed  with  no  other  defign  than  to  make  popery,  as  far 
as  its  profeflors  would  comply  with  the  orders  of 
ftate,  fubfervient  to  arbitrary  government.  It  was 
by  no  means  to  eafe  the  confciences  of  catholics,  non 
to  ferve  thp  purpofes  of  their  religion,  nor  thofe  of 
any  other  form  of  godlinefs,  but  to  ferve  the  ends  of 
the  minilter  in  fubduing  and  bnflaving  the  colonies. 
— The  catholics  in  Canada  perceived  the  defign,  and 
were  far  from  thanking  government  for  the  new  fa- 
vour that  was  pretended  to  be  conferred  upon  them; 
they  defpifed  the  idea,  and  inferred,  that  government 
would  make  the  fame  ufe  of  all  religions  to  ferve  the 
ends  of  their  ambition.  This  was  fuch  a coarfe  fpun 
thread  of  human  policy,  that  it  was  eafily  perceived 
by  every  eye,  and  the  miniltry  greatly  expofed  both 
their  weaknefs  and  malice  in  fabricating  fuch  an  ab- 
furd law.  It  will  in  fome  after  ages  be  confidered  as 
a ftrange  political  phsenomenon,  to  find  that  a Britilh 
parliament  fliould  have  given  fanftion  to  a law  fo  ex- 
ceedingly contrary  to  the  conflitution  of  the  empire. 
As  this  aft  was  publicly  complained  of,  and  expo- 
fed  in  the  feveral  publications,  the  friends  of  the  mini- 
ftry  fet  their  hirelings  to  work  to  defend  it;  that  if 
they  could  not  altogether  lick  it  into  the  form  of 
truth,  they  might  as  far  as  was  poffible  conceal,  or 
varnifli  its  deformity.  His  Majefty’s  promife  in  his 

declaration 
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declaration  at  the  peace  1763  was  infixed  upon  as  a 
reafon  for  this  new  law ; but  it  was  affirmed  that  there 
was  a wide  difference  between  the  promife  of  per- 
mitting the  free  exercife  of  any  religion,  and  ingraft- 
ing it  upon  the  flates  as  a legal  eftablilhment : that 
the  government  had  now  eftablilhed  popery,  and  left 
the  proteftant  fubje&s  of  the  empire  no  more  than  a 
precarious  toleration,  depending  upon  his  Majelfy’s 
will  and  pleafure,  while  popery  was  not  only  fecured 
by  law,  but  its  clergy  fupported  by  the  authority  of 
parliament.  This  bill,  like  many  other  things  which 
procee  d from  evil  principles  and  fprings  of  a&ion, 
neither  anfwered  the  clefign  of  the  contrivers,  nor 
pleafed  any  party  that  was  concerned  in  it. 

This  endeavour,  which  was  expefted  to  have  great 
efficacy,  not  fucceeding  according  to  the  wiflies  of  the 
contrivers,  the  miniflry  proceded  to  another,  equally 
abfurd,  cruel,  and  pernicious.  Agents  were  employ- 
ed who  were  fuppqfed  to  have  influence  among  the 
Indian  tribes,  which  border  upon  the  back  fetde- 
ments  of  the  colonies,  to  ftir  them  up  to  war,  and 
make  them  fall  upon  the  colonifts  with  that  fury  that 

js  peculiar  to  them  when  they  engage. — But 

neither  prefents  nor  perfuafioffs  were  capable  of  pro- 
ducing this  effeft.  From  whatever  erode  it  proceed- 
ed, thofe  favage  warriors,  who  had  at  other  limes 
been  ready  to  take  up  the  hatchet,  without  fnp- 
port  or  engagement,  now  turned  a deaf  ear  to  all 
propofals  and  felicitations,  and  declared  for  a neutra- 
lity. They  ufed  much  the  fame  reafons  that  the  Ca- 
nadians had  done!  they  faid  they  did  not  underhand 
the  fubje&,  and  were  lorry  for  the  prefent  unfortu- 
nate difputes ; but  it  was  not  fit  nor  becoming  for 
them  to  take  any  pan  in  quarrels  between  Englifh- 
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men,  for  all  of  whom,  on  both  fides  of  the  water, 
they  had  a great  affeftion.  This  reply  might  havcj 
been  fufficient  to  have  made  an  impreffion  upon  con- 
fidences that  were  not  altogether  hardened ; — it  was 
a plain  teftimony  that  the  Indians  did  not  imagine  that 
the  claims  of  the  minidry  were  a fufficient  foundation 
for  war,  and  that  the  difpute  ought  not  to  have  been 
determined  by  the  fword.  The  congrefs  on  this  oc- 
cafion  did  not  negleft  their  own  filtered,  nor  !ofe  an 
6pportunity  of  fo  much  .confequence  to  their  caufe; 
— —they  accordingly  employed  proper  perfons  to 
cultivate  the  favourable  opinion  of  the  Indians,  and 
by  degrees  took  fuch  meafures  as  made  the  agents 
for  government  think  it  proper  to  provide  for  their 
ownfafety.  It  is  faidthatfome  of  the  Indians  made 
propofals  to  take  up  arms  on  the  qther  fide  ; but  the 
colonifls  only  requeded  them  to  obferve  a drift  neu- 
trality. Candour  mud  oblige  an  hidorian  to  confefs 
that  this  was  a very  different  temper  from  that  pf  the 
minidry,  who  wanted  the  Indians  by  all  means  to  f^lj 
upon  the  colonids : it  would  have  had  fome  appear- 
ance of  reafonfor  the  colonids  to  have  dedred  the  In- 
dians to  have  taken  up  the  hatchet,  becaufe  the 
government  had  fhewn  an  intention  to  employ  them 
in  that  manner;  for  it  could  only  have  been  account- 
ed  felf-defence  to  have  made  ufe  of  their  enemies  in- 
flruments  againd  them.  But  this  they  did  not  do, 
which  mud  be  confidered  as  a wife  and  prudent  part 
of  their  conduft.  It  is  a mod  difagreeable  talk  in  go- 
ingover  this  part  of  pur  hidory,  to  be  obliged  to  de- 
termine in  many  ind<mces  agalpfl  the  cpnduft  of  pur 
government, — which  in  former  times  has  been  fo  re- 
markable for  judice,  mercy,  and  benevolence.  Ge- 
neral Gage’s  late  proclamation  tended  much  to  in- 
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create  the  anlmofity,  indignation,  and  rage,  which 
were  already  fo prevalent  in  the  colonies;  and  brought 
forth  a declaration  from  the  congrefs,  which  in  the 
nature  of  thefe  appeals  that  are  made  to  mankind,  as 
well  as  Heaven,  in  a declaration  of  war,  fet  forth  the 
caufes  and  necelhty  of  their  taking  up  arms.  Among 
the  long  lift  of  the  caufes  which  they  offer,  befides 
the  late  hoftilities,  thcyftate  endeavours  ufed  to  ftir 
up  the  Indians  and  Canadians  to  attack  them,  and  fe- 
verely  reproach  General  Gage  for  what  they  call  his 
perfidy,  cruelty,  and  breach  of  faith,  in  breaking  the 
conditions  which  he  had  engaged  to  obferve  with  the 
inhabitants  of  Bolton;  they  alfo  freely  cenfure  the 
army,  whom  they  charge  with  the  burning  of  Charlef- 
town  wantonly  and  unneceffarily. 

When  they  ftate  their  refources,  they  confider  fo- 
reign aififtance  as  undoubtedly  attainable  if  it  were 
neceffary.  They  however  fay,  that  left  this  declara- 
tion Ihould  difquiet  the  minds  of  their  friends  and  fel- 
low fubjefts  in  any  part  of  the  empire,  they  affure 
them  that  they  meant  not  to  diffolve  that  happy  union 
which  had  fo  long  fubfifted  between  them,  and  which 
they  earneftly  walked  to  fee  reftored : and  ncceffity 
had  not  yet  driven  them  to  that  defperate  meafure,  os 
induced  them  to  excite  any  other  nation  to  war  againft 
them;  they  had  notraifed  armies  with  ambitious  de- 
igns of  feparating  from  Great  Britain,  and  eftablilhing 
independent  ftates  ; they  fought  not  for  conqueft  or 

glory. This  declaration  was  read  with  great  fieri. 

oufnefs,  and  even  religious  folemnity  to  the  different 
bodies  of  the  army  w'ho  were  encamped  around  Bof- 
ton,  and  wras  received  by  them  with  loud  acclamations 
of  applaufe  and  approbation. 

This  declaration  was  followed  by  an  addrefs  to  the 

inhabitants 
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inhabitants of  Great  Britain;  another  to  the  people 
of  Ireland;  and  a petition  to  the  King.  AH  thefts 
writings  were  drawn  hp  in  a very  mafterly  manner, 
and  in  refpeft  to  art,  addrefs,  and  execution,  equal  to' 
Jury  public  declarations  made  by  any  powers,  upon  the 
greateft  ocealions.  The  congrefs  liad  in  their  decla- 
ration, without  mentioning  it  particularly,  reprobatedi 
the  principles  of  Lord  North’s  conciliatary  propofi- 
tk>n,  which  they  called  an  infidious  manoeuvre,  adopted 
by  parliament.  They  fometime  afterwards  took  the 
refolution  more  formally  into  confideratidn.  It  had 
been  communicated  to  them  by  di region,  or  at  leaft 
by  penmfBon  of  die  minilf or,  in  the  hand  writing  of 
Sir  Grey  Cowper,  one  of  die  two  principal  fecreta- 
ries  of  the  treafury.  In  the  covtrfe  of  a long  and  ar- 
gumentative diicuflion,  they  condemn  it  as  unreafon- 
able  and  infidious ; that  it  is  unreafonable,  becaufe* 
if  they  declare  they  will  accede  to  it,  they  declare 
without  refer  ration,  that  they  will  purchafe  the  favor 
of  parliament,  not  knowing  at  the  fame  time  at  what 
price  they  will  eftbflate  their  favour:  that  it  is  inftdi- 
pus,  becaufc,  iudividoal  colonies  having  bid  and  bid- 
den again,  till  rhey  find  the  avidity  of  the  feller  tod 
great  for  all  their  powers  to  fatisfy,  are  then  to  turn 
into  oppofition  divided  from  their  filler  colonies, 
whom  the  miniiler  will  have  previoufiy  detached  by  a 
grant  df  eafier  terns,  or  by  an  artful  proeraftination  of 
a defenfive  treaty.  They  conclude  upon  the  whole; 
that  the  propofition  was  held  up  to  the  world  to  de- 
ceive it  into  a belief,  that  there  was  nothing  in  dif- 
pute  except  the  mode  of  levying  taxes ; and  that  par- 
liament have  now  been  fo  go- id  as  to  give  up  that; 
the  colonies  mult  have  been  un  re  a fun  able  in  the  high- 
eft  degree  if  they  wese  not  pcrfefdy  fatisfied. 

The 
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The  colony  of  Georgia  at  length  joined  in  the  ge- 
neral alliance.  A provincial  congrefs  affembled  in  the 
beginning  of  the  month  of  July,  which  fpeedily  agreed  . 
to  all  the  rcfolutions  of  the  two  general  congrefles,  in 
the  utmoft  extent,  and  appointed  five  delegates  10  at- 
tend the  prefent.  To  make  in  amends  for  their  de- 
lay, they  entered  into  all  the  fpirit  of  the  refolutions 
formed  by  the  other  colonies,  and  adopted  fimilar  ones, 
and  declared,  that  tho’  their  province  was  not  included 
in  any  of  the  oppreffive  afts  lately  palled  again!!  Ame- 
rica, they  confidered  that  circumlhince  as  an  infult  ra- 
ther than  a favour,  as  being  done  only  with  a view  to 
divide  them  from  their  American  brethren.  They 
alfo  addrefled  a petition,  under  the  title  of  an  humble 
petition  and  addrefs  to  his  Majelty,  which  however 
trite  the  fubjeft  was  nowr  become,  was  not  deficient  in 
a certain  frelhnefs  of  colouring,  which  gave  it  the  ap- 
pearance of  novelty.  Upon  the  acccfiion  of  this  pro- 
vince, the  coloniftsaflumed  after  this  periodthe  appella- 
tion of  The  Thirteen  United  Colonies . Such  was  the 
progrefs  of  the  general  fpirit  of  liberty,  which  we  at 
home  called  rebellion,  thatit  furmountcd  difficulties  of 
the  mod  grevious  nature,  and  produced  fuch  an  union 
among  the  colonies,  which  few  would  have  expetted 
to  have  happened  for  fome  ages  to  come. 

The  general  congrefs,  in  compliance  with  the  ge- 
neral willies  of  the  people,  and  the  particular  appli- 
cation of  the  New  England  provinces,  appointed 
George  Walhington,  Efq;  a gentleman  of  affluent 
fortune  in  Virginia,  and  who  had  acquired  confider- 
able  military  experience  in  the  laid  war,  to  be  general 
and  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  American  forces. — 
They  alfo  appointed  Artemus  Ward,  Charles  Lee, 
Philip  Schuyler,  and  Ifrael  Putnam,  to  be  major  gene- 

Ppp  rals; 
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rals;  and  Horatio  Gates,  Efq;  adjutant-general.— 
The  congrefs  alfo  fixed  and  appointed  the  pay  of 
both  officers  and  foldiers ; the  latter  of  widen  were 
much  better  provided  for  than  thofc  upon  our  efta- 
blifliment. 

About  the  beginning  of  July,  the  generals  Wafli- 
ington  and  Lee  arrived  at  the  camp  before  Bolton, 
who  were  treated  with  the  greateft  honours  in  all 
places  thro’  which  they  paffed.  They  were  efcorted 
by  large  detachments  of  volunteers,  compofed  of  gen- 
tlemen in  the  different  provinces ; and  received  ad- 
dreffes  from  the  provincial  congreffes  of  New-York 
and  Maffaehufetts  Bay.  The  military  fpirit  and  dif- 
pofition  were  now  fo  high  and  general,  that  war  and 
military  preparations  employed  the  minds  and  hands 
of  all  orders  of  people  throughout  the  continent.— 
Men  of  the  higheft  rank  and  fortunes,  who  were  not 
appointed  to  public  offices  in  the  aripy,  entered  cheat* 
fully  as  private  men,  and  ferved  as  volunteers  in  the 
ranks.  Many  of  the  younger  quakers,  that  peacea- 
ble and  inoffenfive  deno.r  ination  of  Chriftians,  when 
they  faw  their  rights  and  liberties  at  ftake,  forgot 
their  paffive  principles  of  forbearance  and  non-refift*' 
ante,  took  up  arms,  and  formed  themfelves  into  com- 
paniesat  Philadelphia,  andapplied  withaffiduitytoftudy 
the  military  cxercife  and  difcipline.  It  was  reported, 
though-not  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  that  there 
Were  not  fewer  than  200,000  men  in  arms  and  train* 
ing  this  year,  throughout  the  continent  of  America.  * 
Bofton  continued  to  be  flint  up  by  the  provincial 
troops,  and  matters  continued  much  in  the  fame  fitu- 
ation,  all  the  reft  of  this  year  and  a confiderable  part 
of  the  nekt : the  king’s  forces  and  the  remaining  inha- 
bitants fufferedprodigioufly  by  fevers,  fluxes,  and  the? 

fcurvy. 
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(curvy,  bronght  on  thro’  confinement,  heat  of  wea- 
ther, and  bad  provifions.  Some  things  which  were 
begun  this  year  in  Canada  will  fall  more  properly  un- 
der the  hiftory  of  the  tranfa&ions  of  the  following 
year,  which  (hall  be  confidered  after  we  have  finifh- 

ed  the  political  hiftory  of  this  year. The  miniftry, 

notwith  (landing  their  zeal  in  purfuing  meafures  to 
bring  the  colonifts  to  fubjeftion,  (hewed  a real  want 
qf  fyftcm  and  defign  in  their  whole  proceedings.-— — 
Tho’  they  faw  the  oppofition  in  the  colonies  every 
day  gathering  ftrength,  and  encreafing  in  force,  they 
feemed  not  to  regard  it,  but  formed  their  eftimatc 
wholly  upon  a peace  eftablilhment.  The  land-tax 
was  continued  at  three  (hillings  in  the  pound,  and  no 
vote  of  credit  was  required : the  army  remained  upon 
its  former  footing,  and  a reduction  was  made  of  4000 
feamen,  only  x 6,000  being  required  for  the  enfuing 
year.  This  had  the  appearance  of  great  inconfiften- 
cy;  for  as  the  fpeech  from  the  throne  announced  the 
American  affairs  to  be  in  a moft  critical  and  alarming 
fituation,  and  feemed  to  call  for  the  moft  vigorous 
meafures,  yet  in  appearance  there  was  nothing  but 
fupinenefs  and  want  of  attention  prevailing  upon  the 
conduff  of  government.  It  was  faid  by  the  oppofition 
that  this  was  only  a minifterial  ftratagem  to  form  e- 
ftimates  which  were  defigned  for  no  other  purpofe 
than  to  wide  paper,  but  was  never  intended  to  be 
purfued;  that  under  colour  of  this,  the  houfe  would 
be  furprifed  and  driven  into  grants  of  an  enormous 
nature.  That  it  was  fit  the  miniftry  (hould  explain 
their  real  intention,  that  gentlemen  might  be  able  to 
inform  their  condiments  concerning  what  future  bur- 
dens were  to  be  impofed,  or  whether  compulfive  mei- 
fores  were  intended  againft  America;  for  that  to  talk 

of 
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of  inforcing  ads  upon  a reduced  eftablifhment,  either 
natal  or  military,  was  a fort  of  language  only  fit  to 
amufe  children.  It  had  undoubtedly  the  appearance 
of  great  inconfiftency  to  pretend  to  diminifh  the  fea 
forces,  when  the  king’s  fpeech  declared  thatthe  affairs 
in  America  were  in  a critical  and  dangerous  fituation. 

The  conduit  of  the  miniftry  was  greatly  conplain-r 
jed  of  on  this  occafion,  becaufe  when  they  were  lead- 
ing the  nation  into  war,  they  were  taking  every  ftep 
they  could  to  make  that  war  ruinous,  by  negleiting 
thofe  preparations  that  were  neceffary  for  carrying  it 
on  with  honour  and  fuccefs.  That  they  would  nei- 
ther make  peace  by  making  reafonable  conceffions, 
nor  war  by  any  vigorious  military  arrangements ; but 
fluctuating  between  both,  deprived  the  nation  of  a pof- 
fibility  of  deriving  benefit  from  either.  It  was  faid, 
that  this  delay  was  lo  far  from  faving  any  thing  for 
the  public,  that  it  would  inercafe  the  future  expence 
which  the  nation  would  affuredly  feel  in  due  time. — 
The  oppofition  faid  they  were  far  from  defiring  war, 
and  as  far  from  defiring  large  peace  eftablifhments; 
but  if  againft  their  will,  war  mull  be  carried  on,  that 
•common  fenfe  di&ated  that  it  ought  to  be  carried  on 
with  effeft;  and  that  if  a peace  eftablifhment,  and  e- 
yen  lower  than  a peace  eftablifhment,  was  fufficient 
tofupport  a war,  this  was  a demonftrative  proof  that 
the  peace  eftablifhment  had  been  fhamefully  prodigal, 
and  the  fubftancc  of  the  nationprofufely  wafted. 

In  anfwer  tp  this  charge,  the  minifter  of  the  naval 
. department  publicly  afferted  in  the  houfe  of  Lords, 
. that  he  knew  the  low  eftablifhment  propofed,  wonld 
be  fully  fufficient  for  reducing  the  colonies  to  obedi- 
ence. He  fpoke  with  great  contempt  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  feemed  to  defpife  both  their  power  and 
. ..  - • ' . courage. 
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.courage.  He  affirmed  that  they  were  not  difciplin- 
ed,  nor  capable  of  difeipline,  and  that  formed  of  fuch 
materials,  and  fo  mdifpofed  to  aClion,  the  numbers  of 
which  fuch  boafts  had  been  made,  wtmld  only  add  to 

the  facility  of  their  defeat. From  what  has  been 

fhewn  above,  in  the  affairs  of  Lexington  and  BunkerV 
hill,  we  may  fee  how  ill  informed  this  minifter  of  date 
was  concerning  the  charaCler  and  difpofmon  of  the 
colonifts.  He  feemed  to  affirm  a real  fahhood  by  de- 
claring he  knew  what  he  did  not  know,  and  what  ex- 
perience has  fully  proved  was  in  no  refpe&s  the  truth. 
It'.appears  exceedingly  ftrange  to  honeft  men,  to  hear 
perfons  in  fuch  exalted  ftations  of  life,  fo  far  degrad- 
ing their  characters,  as  to  expofe  their  own  ignorance 
and  folly  in  fuch  a public  manner.  A nation  is  in  a 
very  critical  fituation  when  it  is  under  the  manage* 
jnent  of  fuch  ignorant  perfons. 

Altho*  on  thefe  grounds  the  eftablifhment  flood, 
or  feemed  to  Hand  as  reduced,  the  minillers  did  not 
difclaimany  farther  arrangement  of  a political  nature. 
By  being  frequently  preffed,  fome  explanation  was 
drawn  out  on  that  fubjeCfc  in -the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
A member  of  the  Commons  called:  publicly  upon  the 
minifter  in  that  Houfe,  toknow  wberilsrjhe-Hlad  any 
information  to  lay  before  them,  or  *afly~»ndtdte'es  to 
propofe  concerning  America  j for  if  he  had  not;  he 
thought  it  the  duty  of  parliament  to  interpofe,  to  call 
for  papers,  aad  to  proceed  on  fuch  information^  how- 
ever defective,  as  they  could  obtain.  He  concluded 
his  fpeech  by  totally  condemning  the  meafures  adopt- 
ed by  the  late  parliament,  as  equally  impolitic  and  im- 
practicable ; and  faid  that  they  never  could  be  pru- 
dently or  effectually  carried  into  execution. 

The  minifter  did  not  enter  into  a defence  of  the 
>•  meal  urea 
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meafures  of  the  late  parliament.  He  pretended  that 
the  fubjeft  required  the  great  el  attention  and  dili- 
gence, as  being  a matter  of  the  greateft  confequence  . 
ever  difputed  within  the  wall  s,  and  that  he  woud  not 
agree  to  condemn  meafures  haftily  which  had  been 
take  up  upon  fuch  weighty  motives;  that  at  that 
time  it  was  impoffible  to  tell  how  they  might  anfwer, 
but  that  they  ftiould  have  a fair  trial  before  they  were 
reprobated  ; and  that  the  wifdom  and  policy  of  them 
could  only  be  known  in  the  event.  That  he  had  in- 
formation which  he  would  lay  before  the  Houfe  foon 
after  the  holidays,  and  that  he  would  adopt  the  gen- 
tleman’s ideas  fo  far,  who  had  called  upon  him,  as  to 
propofc  the  appointment  of  a committee,  for  taking 
the  affairs  of  America  under  conltderation.  This 
delay  was  the  caufe  of  much  altercation,  and  many 
fevere  refleftions  againft  the  miniftry.  To  purfue  the 
debates  in  parliament  on  this  occafion,  would  be  both 
tedious  and  uninterefting  to  many  of  our  readers ; — * 
we  fhall  conclude  the  hiftory  of  this  year  by  laying  in 
one  view  before  them,  the  fubdance  of  all  thofe  de- 
bates in  the  following  date  papers. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in 
parliament  alfembled ; prefented  to  hra  Majefty 
on  Thurfday  the  9th  of  February,  *775. 

Mod  Gracious  Sovereign, 

“ WE,  yonr  Majedy’s  mod  dutiful  and  loyal  fab- 
je<ds,  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Com- 
mons in  parliament  affembled,  return  your  Majefty 
our  mod  humble  thanks  for  having  been  gracioudy  * 
pieafed  to  communicate  to  us  the  feveral  papers  re- 
lating to  the  prefent  date  of  the  Bricidi  Colonies  in 

America, 
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America,  which,  by  yOur  Majefty’s  commands,  hare 
been  laid  before  us  : We  have  taken  them  into  our 
moft  ferious  confideration  ; and  we  find,  that  a part 
of  your  Majefty’s  fubjefts,  in  the  province  of  the  Maf- 
fechufett’s-Bay,  have  proceeded  To  fur  as  to  refift  the 
authority  of  the  fupreme  legiflature;  that  a rebellion 
at  this  time  aftuallyexifts  within  thefaid province  ; and 
We  fee,  with  the  tirmoft  concern,  that  they  have 
been  countenanced  and  encouraged  by  unlawful  com- 
binations and  engagements,  entered  into  by  your  Ma- 
jefty’s fubjefts  in  feveral  of  the  other  colonies,  to  the 
injury  and  oppreffion  of  many  of  their  innocent  felfow- 
filbjefts,  refidiMit  within  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  the  reft  of  your  Majefty’s  dominions : This 
conduft,  on  their  part,  appears  to  us  the  more  inex- 
cufable,  when  we  confider  with  how  much  temper 
your  Majefty  and  the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  have 
afted  in  fupport  of  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  Great 
Britain.  We  can  never  fo  far  defert  the  truft  re- 
pofed  in  us,  as  to  relinquifh  any  part  of  the  fovereign  * 
authority  over  all  your  Majefty’s  dominions,  which, 
by  law,  is  vefted  in  your  Majefty  and  the  two  houfes 
pf  parliament ; and  the  conduft  of  many  perforrs,  in 
feveral  of  the  colonies*  during  the  late  difturbances, 
is  alone  fufficient  to  convince  us  how  neceffary  this 
power  is  for  the  proteftion  of  the  lives  and  fortunes 
of  your  Majefty’s  fubjefts. 

We  ever  have  been,  and  always  ftiall  be,  ready  to 
pay  attention  and  regard  to  any  real  grievances  of 
aay.  of  your  Majefty’s  fubjeft,  which  fhall,  in  a duti- 
ful and  conftitutional  manner,  be.  laid  before  us;  and 
whenever  any  of  the  colonies  fhall  make  a. proper  ap- 
plication to  us,  we  {hail  be  ready  to  afford  them  every 
juft  and  reafonable  indulgence : At  the  fame  time,  we 
•confider  it  as  our  indifpenfiblc  duty  humbly  to  befeech 
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your  Majefty,  that  you  will  take  the  moft  effectual 
meafures  to  enforce  due  obedience  to  the  laws  and 
authority  of  the  fupreme  legiflature  ; and  we  beg 
leave,  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  to  allure  your  Ma- 
jefly,  that  it  is  our  fixed  refolution,  at  rhe  hazard  of 
our  lives  and  properties,  to  ftand  by  your  Majefty, 
Stgainft  all  rebellious  attempts  in  the  maintenance  of 
the  juft  rights  of  your  Majefty  and  the  two  houfea  of 
parliament.”  ,, 

His  Maiefty’s  moft  Gracious  Anfwer. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ I thank  you  for  this  very  dutifol  and  loyal  ad- 
drefs,  and  for  the  affe&ionate  and  folemn  affurances 
you  give  me  of  your  fupport  in  maintaining  the  juft* 
rights  of  my  crown,  and  of  the  two  houfes  of  parlia- 
ment ; and  you  may  depend  on  my  taking  the  moft 
fpeedy  and  effectual  meafures  for  inforcing  due  obedi- 
ence to  the  laws,  and  the  authority  of  the  fupreme 
legiflature. 

“ Whenever  any  of  my  colonies  {hall  make  a pro- 
per and  dutiful  application,  1 (hall  be  ready  to  con* 
elude  with  you,  in  affording  them  every  juft  and  rex* 
fonable  indulgence  ; and  it  is  my  ardent  wifh,  that 
this  difpofition  may  have  a happy  effeft  on  the  tern* 
per  and  conduft  of  my  fubjefts  in  America.” 

t 

Protefl  of  feveral  of  the  Lords,  on  its  being  refolved 
in  their  Houfe,  on  Tuefday,  the  7th  of  February 
1775,  to  put  amain  queftion,  viz.  To  agree 
with  the  Commons  in  the  foregoing  addrefs, 
fent  by  them  to  their  Lordfhips,  for  their  con- 
currence, by  filling  up  the  blank  left  in  it  for 
that  purpofe,  with  the  words,  “ Lords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal  j”  as  like  wife  another  Proteft  of 

feveral 
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feveral  of  the  Lords,  on  their  Houfe’s  agreeing 
with  the  Commons  in  the  faid  Addrefs. 

Diffentinentj 

1 ft.  The  previous  queftion  was  moved,  not  to  pre- 
vent the  proceedings  in  the  addrefs  communicated  at 
the  conference  with  the  Commons,  but  in  order  to 
prefent  the  petitions  of  the  N.  American  merchants, 
and  of  the  Weft  India  merchants  and  planters,  which 
petitions  the  houfe  might  rejeft  if  Frivolous,  or  poft- 
pone  if  not  urgent,  as  might  feem  fit  to  their  wif- 
dom ; but  to  hurry  on  the  bufinefs  to  which  thefe  peti- 
tions fo  materially  and  direftly  related,  the  exprefs 
prayer  ofwhifh  was,  that  they  might  be  heard  before 
any  refolution  may  be  taken  by  this  right  honoura- 
ble houfe  relpefting  America,”  to  refufe  fo  much  as 
to  fuffer  them  to  be  prefented,  is  a proceeding  of  the 
mod  unwarrantable  nature,  and  direftly  fubverfive  of 
■the  moft  facred  rights  of  the  fubjeft.  It  is  the  more 
particularly  exceptionable,  as  a Lord,  in  his  place, 
at  the  exprefs  delire  of  the  Weft  India  merchants,  in- 
formed the  houfe,  that  if  neceffiated  fo  to  do,  they 
were  ready,  without  counfel,  or  farther  preparation, 
inftantly  to  offer  evidence  to  prove,  that  feveral  iflands 
of  the  Weft-  Indies  could  not  be  able  tofubfift  after  this 
operation  of  the  propofed  addrefs  in  America.  Juf- 
tice,  in  regard  to  individuals,  policy  with  regard  to 
the  public,  and  decorum,  with  regard  to  ourlelves, 
required  that  we  ftiould  admit  this  petition  to  be  pre- 
fented. By  refufing  it,  juftice  is  denied. 

2dly.  Becaufe  the  papers  laid  upon  our  table  by 
the  minifters,  are  fo  manifeftively  defective,  and  fo 
avowedly  curtailed,  that  we  can  derive  from  them 
nothing  like  information  of  the  true  ftate  of  the  ob- 
jeft  on  which  we  are  going  to  aft,  or  of  the  confe- 
- Q q q quences 
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qucnces  of  the  refolutions  ■which  we  may  take.  We 
ought,  as  we  conceive,  with  gladnefs,  to  have  accept- 
ed that  information  from  the  merchants,  which  if  it 
had  not  been  voluntarily  offered,  it  is  our  duty  to 
feek.  There  is  no  information  concerning  the  hate 
of  our  colonies  (taken  in  any  point  of  view,)  which 
the  merchants  are  not  far  more  competent  to  give 
than  governors  or  officers,  who  often  know  far  lefs 
of  the  temper  and  difpofition,  or  may  be  more  dif- 
pofed  to  mifreprefent  it  than  the  merchants.  Of  this 
we  have  a full  and  melancholy  experience,  in  the  mif- 
taken  ideas  on  which  the  fatal  afts  of  the  laft  parlia- 
ment were  formed. 

3dly.  Becaufe  we  are  of  opinion,  that  in  entering 
into  a war,  in  which  mifchief  and  inconveniences  are 
real  and  certain  (but  the  utmofl  extent  of  which  it  is 
impoffible  to  forfee)  true  po  licy  requires  that  thofe 
who  are  mod  likely  to  be  immediately  affe&ed, 
fhould  be  thoroughly  fatisfied  of  the  deliberation 
with  which  it  was  undertaken:  and  we  apprehend 
that  the  planters,  merchants,  and  manufacturers  will 
not  bear  their  Ioffes  and  burthens,  brought  on  them 
by  the  propofed  civil  war,  the  better  for  our  refufmg 
fo  much  as  to  hear  them  previous  to  our  engaging  in 
that  war;  nor  will  our  preciptation  in  refolving,  add 
much  to  the  fuccefs  in  executing  any  plan  that  may  be 

We  proteft:  therefore  againft  the  refufal  to  fuffer 
fuch  petitions  to  be  prefented,  and  we  thus  clear  our- 
felves  to  our  country  of  tie.  difgrace  and  mifchief, 
which  muft  attend  this  unconflitutional,  indecent,  and 
improvident  proceeding. 

Richmond,  Portland,  Ponfonby, 

Camden,  Archer,  Fitzwilliam, 

Rockingham. 
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Rockingham,  Scarborough,  Wycombe, 

Abergavenny,  Effingham,  Abingdon, 

Torrington,  Craven,  Stanhope, 

Courtenay,  Cholmondelay,  Tankerville. 

Then  the  main  queftion  was  put,  whether  to  agree 
with  the  Commons  in  the  faid  addrefs,  by  inferring 
the  words  (Lords  Spritual  and  Temporal,  and) 

• It  was  refqlved  in  the  affirmative. 

Contents  87 

Not  Contents  27 

DiJJintient , ift.  Becaufe  the  violent  matter  of 
this  dangerous  addrefs  was  highly  aggravated  by  the 
violent  manner  in  which  it  was  precipitately  hurried 
through  the  Houfe.  Lords  were  not  allowed  the  in- 
terpofition  of  a moment’s  time  for  deliberation, before 
they  were  driven  headlong  into  a declaration  of  civil 
war.  A conference  was  held  with  the  Commons, 
an  addrefs  of  this  importance  prefented,  all  extrane- 
ous information,  although  offered,  pofitively  refufed, 
all  petitions  arbitrarily  rejefted,  and  the  whole  of  this 
moll  awful  bufincfs  received,  debated,  and  concluded 
in  a fingle  day. 

2diy.  Becaufe  no  legal  grounds  were  laid  in  argu- 
ment or  in  faft,  to  (hew  that  a rebellion,  properly  fo 
called,  did  exifl  in  Maffachufett’s-Bay,  when  the  pa- 
pers of  the  lateft  date,  and  from  whence  alone  we  de- 
rive our  information,  were  written.  The  overt-afts 
to  which  the  fpeciesoftreafon  affirmed  in  the  addrefs 
ought  to  be  applied,  were  not  eftablifhed,  nor  any  of- 
fenders to  be  marked  out : but  a general  mafs  of  the 
afts  of  turbulence,  faid  to  be  done  at  various  times 
and  places,  and  of  various  natures,  were  all  thrown 
together  to  make  out  one  general  conftru&ive  treafon. 
Neither  was  there  any  fort  of  proof  of  the  continu- 
ance 
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ance  of  any  unlawful  force,  from  whence  we  could 
infer  that  a rebellion  does  now  exift.  And  we  are 
the  more  cautious  of  pronouncing  any  part  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  dominions  in  a&ual  rebellion,  becaufe  of  the  ca- 
fes |of  conftru&ive  treafon,  under  that  branch  of  the 
45th  of  Edward  the  Third,  which  deferibes  the  crime 
of  rebellion,  have  been  already  fo  far  extended  by  the 
judges,  and  the  diftin&ions  upon  it  fo  nice  and  fubtlc, 
that  no  prudent  man  ought  to  declare  any  fingle  per** 
fon  in  that  fituation,  without  the  cleared  evidence  of 
the  uncontrovertible  over-a£ts,  to  warrant  fuch  a de- 
claration. Much  lefs  ought  fo  high  an  authority  as 
both  houfes  of  parliament,  to  denounce  fo  fevere  a 
judgment  againft  a confiderable  part  ofhis  Majefty’s 
fubje&s,  by  which  his  forces  may  think  themfelves  juf- 
tified  in  commencing  a war  without  any  further  order 
or  commiffion. 

3dly.  Becaufe  we  think  that  feveral  a&s  of  the 
late  parliament,  and  feveral  late  proceedings  of  adrni- 
niftration  with  regard  to  the  colonies,  are  real  griev- 
ances, and  juft  caufes  of  complaint ; and.  We  cannot, 
in  honour,  or  in  confidence,  confent  to  an  addrefs 
which  commends  the  temper  by  which  proceedings, 
fo  very  intemperate,  have  been  carried  on ; nor  can 
we  perfuade  ourfelves  to  authorize  violent  courfes  a- 
gainft  perfons  in  the  colonies  who  have  refilled  au- 
thority, without,  at  the  fame  time,  redreffing  the 
grievances  which  have  given  but  too  much  provoca- 
tion for  their  behaviour. 

4thly.  Becaufe  we  think  the  loofe  and  general  af- 
furances  given  by  the  the  addrefs , of  future  redrefs  of 
grievances,  in  cafe  of  fubmiflion,  is  far  from  fatisfac- 
tory,  or  at  all  likely  to  produce  their  end,  whilft  the 
afts  complained  of  continue  unrepealed,  or  unamend- 
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pd,  and  their  authors  remain  in  authority  here,  be- 
eaufe  thefe  advifers  of  all  the  meafures  which  have 
brought  on  the  calamites  of  this  empire,  will  not  be 
trulted  whilll  they  defend  as  juft,  neceffary,  and  even 
indulgent,  all  the  a£ts  complained  of  as  grievances  by 
the  Americans ; and  mull,  therefore,  on  their  own 
principles,  be  bound  in  future  to  govern  the  colonies 
in  the  manner  which  has  already  produced  fuch  fatal 
effedls;  and  we  fear  that  the  refulal  of  this  Houfe  fq 
much  as  to  receive,  previous  to  determination  (which 
is  the  moll  offenfive  mode  of  rejeftion)  petitions  from 
the  unoffending  natives  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
Well-India  illands,  affords  but  a very  difeouraging 
profpedl  of  our  obtaining  hereafter  any  petitions  at 
all  from  thofe  whom  we  have  declared  aftors  in  re- 
bellion, or  abettors  of  that  crime. 

Lallly,  Becaufe  the  means  of  enforcing  the  author- 
ity of  the  Britilh  legiilature,  is  confided  to  perfons  of 
whofe  capacity,  for  that  purpofe,  from  abundant  expe- 
rience, we  have  reafon  to  doubt ; and  who  have  hi- 
therto ufed  no  effeftual  meaqs  of  conciliation  or  of 
reducing  thofe  who  oppofe  that  authority: — this  ap- 
pears in  the  conftant  failure  ol  all  their  proje£ts,  the 
infufficiency  of  all  their  information,  and  the  difap- 
pointment  of  all  the  hopes,  which  they  have  for  fe- 
veral  years  held  out  to  the  public.  Parliament  has 
never  refufed  any  of  their  propofals,  and  yet  our  af- 
fairs have  proceeded  daily  from  bad  to  worfe,  until  we 
have  been  brought,  Hep  by  llcp,  to  that  Hate  of  con- 
fufion,  and  even  civil  violence,  which  was  the  natural 
refult  of  thefe  defperate  meafures. 

We  therefore  protell  againll  an  addrefs  amounting 
jo  a declaration  of  war,  which  is  founded  on  no  pro- 
per parliamentry  information;  which  was  introdu- 
ced 
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ccd  by  refufmg  to  fuffer  the  prefentation  of  petitions 
againft  it,  (although  it  be  the  undoubted  right  of  the 
fubjeft  to  prefent  the  fame)  which  followed  the  rejec- 
tion of  every  mode  of  conciliation ; which  holds  out 
no  fubflantial  offer  of  redrefs  of  grievances;  and  which 
promifes  fupport  to  thofe  minifters  who  have  inflamed 
America,  and  grofly  mifcondutted  the  affairs  of  Great 
Britain. 

Richmond,  Cholmondeley,  Craven, 

Abingdon,  Archer,  Portland, 

Abergavenny,  Camden,  Rockingham, 

Effingham,  Wycombe,  Stanhope, 

: Courtenay,  Scarborough,  Torrington, 

Fitzwilliam,  Ponfonby,  Tankerville. 

Meffage  of  his  Majefly  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
on  Friday,  the  10th  of  February,  1775. 

“ George  R, 

“ HIS  Majefly  being  determined,  in  confequence  of 
the  addrefs  of  bc>th  houfes  of  parliament,  to  take  the 
moft  fpeedy  and  effectual  meafures  for  fupporting  the 
juft  rights  of  his  crown,  and  the  two  houfes  of  parli- 
ament, thinks  proper  to  acquaint  this  houfe,  that  fome 
addition  to  his  forces  by  fea  and  land  will  be  necef- 
fary  for  that  purpofe ; and  doubts  not  but  his  faith- 
ful Commons,  on  whofe  zeal  and  affection  he  entirely 
relies,  will  enable  him  to  make  fuch  augmentation  to 
his  forces  as  the  prefent  occafion  fhall  be  thought  to- 
require. 

“G.  R.” 

Petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor  of  the  city  of  London, 
&c.  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  Fri- 
day, the  24th  of  February,  1 775. 
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To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, in  parliament  aflembled. 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aider- 
men,  and  Commons  of  the  city  of  London,  in 
Common-Council  affembled, 

Sheweth, 

“THAT  although  your  petitioners  bear  all  due 
refpeft  to  the  policy  of  tbofe  a£ts  of  parliament,  which 
have  anciently  preferved  Great  Britain  a necdfary 
and  beneficial  commerce  with  our  colonies,  yet  they 
are  exceedingly  alarmed  at  the  confequences  that  mull 
enfue,  if  the  bill  now  depending  in  this  honourable 
houfe  fhould  pafs  into  a law,  entitled,  “ A bill  to  rc- 
ftrain  the  trade  and  commerce  of  MalTachufett’s  Bay 
and  New  Hamplhire,  and  colonies  of  Connecticut 
and  Rhode  Wand,  andProvidence  Plantations  in  North 
America,  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Britiili 
iflands  in  the  Weft-Indies,  and  to  prohibit  fuch  pro- 
vinces and  colonies  from  carrying  on  any  fifhery  on 
the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  or  other  places  there- 
in to  be  mentioned,  under  certain  conditions,  and  for 
a time  to  be  limitedj”  thefaid  bill,  as  your  petition- 
ers conceive,  being  unjuftly  founded,  becaufe  it  in- 
volves the  whole  in  the  punifhment  intended  for  the 
fuppofed  offences  of  a few. 

“That  it  muft,  in  its  confequences,  overwhelm 
thoufands  of  his  Majefty’s  loyal  and  ufeful  fubjeCts 
with  the  utmofl  poverty  and  diftrefs,  inafmuch  as  they 
will  be  thereby  deprived  of  the  fifheries,  which  are 
the  natural  means  of  fupporting  themfelves  and  fami- 
lies. 

“ That  the  extenfive  commerce  between  Great- 
Britain  and  her  colonies  will,  by  this  bill,  be  greatly 
injured,  as  a capital  fource  of  remittance  will  be  flop t, 
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which  will  not  only  difconneft  the  future  commerical 
intercourfe  between  thofe  colonies  and  this  country, 
but  will  eventually  render  them  incapable  of  paying 
the  large  debts  already  dne  to  the  merchants  of  this 
city. 

“That  the  utmoft  confufion  will  probably  enfue 
from  enforcing  this  bill,  if  it  ispaffed  into  a law,  as  it 
cannot  be  fuppofed  that  a great  number  of  men,  na-  * 
turally  hardy  and  brave,  will  quietly  fubmit  to  a law 
which  will  reduce  them  almoft  to  famine,  they  not 
having  within  themfelves  provifions  fufikient  for  theif 
fubfiftance. 

“That  it  will  induce  the  French  to  extend  their 
fisheries,  and  by  that  means  increafe  the  wealth  and 
ftrength  of  our  rivals  in  trade,  to  the  great  prejudice 
of  this  country. 

“That  your  petitioners  feel  for  the  many  hard- 
ffiips  which  their  fellow-fubjefts  in  America  already1 
labour  under,  from  the  execution  of  feveral  late  a£ls 
of  parliament,  evidently  partial  and  oppreffive ; and 
which  feem  to  be  extended  and  continued  by  this 
bill ; inafmuch  as  it  confirms  thofe  a&s,  which  in  par- 
ticular cafes  deprive  the  American  fubjeft  of  trial  by 
jury,  prohibit  the  Americans  from  carrying  provifiontf 
from  one  colony  to  another,  invite  a contraband  trade 
wider  military  protection,  prevent  any  fubjeft  of 
Great-Britain  or  Ireland  from  being  part  owner  of  cer- 
tain American  (hips  or  vdTels,  and  Veil;  an  undue  and 
dangerous  authority  in  the  governor  and  council  of 
Maffachufett’s  Bay; 

“Your  petitioners,  therefore,  humbly  pray 
this  honourable  houfe,  that  the  faid  bill  may 
not  pafs  into  a law.”  * 

Article* 
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Articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  en- 
tered into  by  the  Delegates  of  the  feveral  colo- 
nies of  New  Hamplhire,  Maffachufett’s,  &c.  &c. 
&c.  & c.  &c.  &c.  See.  2:c.  &c.  &c.  in  General 
• Congrefs,  met  at  Philadelphia,  May  20th,  1775. 
ARTICLE  I. 

The  name  of  the  confederacy  {hall  henceforth  be. 
The  United  Colonies  of  North  America. 

II.  The  United  Colonies  hereby  fercrally  enter  in- 
to a firnl  league  of  friendfhip  with  each  other,  bind- 
ing on  themfelves  and  their  pofterity,  for  their  com- 
mon defence  again!!  their  enemies,  for  the  fecurity 
of  their  liberties  and  properties,  the  fafety  of  their 
perfons  and  families,  and  their  mutual  and  general 
welfare. 

III.  That  each  colony  ihall  enjoy  and  retain  as 
much  as  it  may  think  fit  of  its  own  prefent  laws,  cuf- 
toms,  rights,  privileges,  and  peculiar  jurifdi&ions, 
within  its  own  limits  ; and  may  amend  its  own  confti- 
tution,  as  !hall  feem  be!!  to  its  own  alfembly  or  con- 
vention. 

IV.  That  for  the  more  convenient  management  of 
general  interefts,  delegates  Ihall  be  elected  annually, 
in  each  colony,  to  meet  in  general  congrefs,  at  fuch 
time  and  place  as  Ihall  be  agreed  on  in  the  next  pre- 
ceding congrefs.  Only  where  particular  circum- 
ftances  do  not  make  a deviation  neceffary,  it  is  under- 
ftood  to  be  a rule,  that  each  fucceeding  congrefs  is  to 
be  held  in  a different  colony,  till  the  whole  number  be 
gone  through,  and  fo  in  perpetual  rotation  ; and  that 
accordingly,  the  next  congrefs  after  the  prefent  Ihall 
be  held  at  Annapolis,  in  Maryland. 

V.  That  the  power  and  duty  of  the  congrefs 
Ihall  extend  to  the  determining  on  war  and  peace, 
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the  entering  into  alliances,  the  reconciliation  with 
Great  Britain,  the  fettling  all  difputes  between  colony 
and  colony,  if  any  Ihould  arife,  and  the  planting  new  co- 
lonies where  proper.  The  Congrefs  fball  alfo  make 
fuch  general  ordinances  thought  neceflary  to  the  ge- 
neral welfare,  of  which  particular  alfemblies  cannot 
be  competent,  viz.  thofe  that  may  relate  to  our  ge- 
neral commerce  or  general  currency,  to  the  eftablilh- 
ment  of  ports,  the  regulation  of  our  common  forces  ; 
the  congrefs  fhall  alfo  have  the  appointment  of  all  of- 
ficers civil  and  military,  appertaining  to  the  general 
confederacy,— fuch  as  general  treafurer,  fecretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

VI.  All  charges  of  war,  and  all  other  general  ex- 
pences  to  be  incurred  for  the  common  welfare,  {hall 
be  defrayed  out  of  a common  treafury,  which  is  to 
he  fupplied  by  each  colony,  in  proportion  to  its  num- 
ber of  male  polls  between  16  and  60 years  of  age; 
the  taxes  for  paying  that  proportion  are  to  be  laid 
and  levied  by  the  laws  of  each  colony. 

VII.  The  number  of  delegates  to  be  elefted,  and 
fent  to  the  congrefs  by  each  colony, {hall  be  regulated 
from  time  to  rime,  by  the  number  of  fuch  polls  re- 
turned ; fo  as  that  one  delegate  be  allowed  for  every 
tjooo  polls.  And  the  delegates  are  to  bring  with 
them  to  every  congrefs  an  authenticated  return  of 
the  number  of  polls  in  the  ir  refpeftive  colonies,  which 
is  to  be  taken  for  the  purpofes  above-mentioned. 

VIII.  At  every  meeting  of  the  congrefs,  one  half 

of  the  members  returned,  exclufive  of  the  proxies, 
{hall  be  neceffary  to  make  a quorum  ; and  each  dele- 
gate at  the  congrefs  {hall  have  a vote  in  all  cafes ; and 
if  neceflarily  abfent,  {hall  be  allowed  to  appoint  any 
other  delegate  from  the  fame  colony  to  be  his  proxy* 
who  may  vote  for  him.  IX. 
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IX.  An  executiYe  council  fhould  be  appointed  by 
the  congrefs  out  of  their  own  body,  confifting  of  1 2 
perfons,  of  whom  in  the  firft  appointment  one-third, 
viz.  four,  {hall  be  for  one  year,  four  for  two  years, 
and  four  for  three  years  ; and  as  the  faid  terms  ex- 
pire, the  vacancies  (hall  be  filled  up  by  appointments 
for  three  years,  whereby  one-third  of  the  members 
will  be  chofen  annually  ; and  each  perfon  who  has 
ferved  the  fame  term  of  three  years,  as  counfellor, 
fliall  have  a refpite  of  three  years,  before  he  can  be 
defied  again.  This  counfel,  of  whom  tw  o-thirds  lhall 
be  a quorum,  in  the  recefs  of  the  congrefs-is  to  exe- 
cute what  fliall  haye  been  enjoined  thereby  ; to  ma- 
nage the  general  continental  bufinefs  and  interefts, 
to  receive  applications  frorti  foreign  countries,  to  pre- 
pare matters  for  the  confideration  of  the  congrefs,  to 
fill  up,  pro  tempore , continental  offices  that  fall  vacant, 
and  to  draw  on  the  general  treafurer  for  fuch  monies 
as  may  be  necefiary  for  general  fervices,  and  appro- 
priated by  the  congrefs  to  fuch  fervices, 

X.  No  colony  fliall  engage  in  an  offenfive  war  with 
any  nation  of  Indians,  without'  the  confent  of  the  con- 
grefs or  great  council  above  mentioned,  who  are  firfl: 
to  confider  the  juftice  and  neceflity  of  fuch  war.' 

XI.  A perpetual  alliance,  offenftve  and  defenfive, 

is  to  be  entered  into,  as  foon  as  may  be,  with  the  fix 
nations ; their  limits  afeertained  and  fecured  to  them  ; 
their  lands  not  to  be  encroached  on,  nor  any  private 
or  colony  purchafe  to  be  made  of  them  hereafter  to 
be  held  good,  nor  any  contratt  for  lands  to  be  made 
but  between  the  great  Council  of  the  Indians  at 
Onondegaand  the  general  Congrefs. The  bound- 

aries and  lands  of  all  the  other  Indians  fliall  alfo  be  af- 
ceruined  and  fecured  to  them  in  the  fame  manner  ; 

and 
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and  perfons  appointed  to  refide  among  them  in  pro- 
per diftri&s,  who  {hall  take  care  to  prevent  injufticc  iu 
the  trade  with  them ; and  be  enabled  at  our  genera] 
expence,  by  occafional  fmall  fupplies,  to  relieve  their 
! perfonal  wants  and  diftreffes;  and  all  piirchafes  from 
them  {hall  be  by  the  congrefs,  for  the  general  advan- 
tage and  benefit  of  the  united  colonies. 

XII.  As  all  new  inflitutions  may  have  imperfec- 
tions, which  only  time  and  experience  can  difeover, 
it  is  agreed  that  the  general  congrefs,  from  time  to 
time,  {hall  propofe  fuch  amendments  of  this  conftitu- 
tion,  as  ipay  be  found  neceffary,  which  being  appro-! 
ved  by  a majority  of  the  colony  affemblies,  {hall  be 
equally  binding  with  the  reft  of  the  articles  of  this 
confederation. 

XIII.  Any  and  every  colony  from  Great  Britain 
upon  the  continent  of  North  America,  not  at  prefent 
engaged  in  our  affociation,  may,  upon  application, 
and  joining  the  faid  affociation,  be  received  into  the 
confederation,  viz.  Quebec,  St.  John’s,  Nova-Scotia, 
Bermudas  and  the  Baft  and  Weft  Floridas,  and  {hall 
thereupon  be  entitled  to  nil  the  advantages  of  our 
union,  mutual  affiftance,  and  commerce, 

Thefe  articles  {hall  be  propofed  to  the  feveral  pro- 
vincial conventions  or  affemblies,  to  be  by  them  con- 
fidered;  and  if  approved,  they  are  advifed  to  em- 
power their  delegates  to  agree  and  ratify  the  fame  in 
the  enfuing  congrefs ; after  which  the  union  thereby 
eftablifhed  is  to  continue  firm,  till  the  terms  of  recon- 
ciliation propofed  in  the  petition  of  the  laft  congrefs 
to  the  king  are  agreed  to;  till  the  afts,  fince  made, 
reftrainjng  the  American  commerce  and  fifheries,  are 
repealed;  till  reparation  is  made  for  the  injuries  done 
fo  Boftonby  {hutting  up  its  port;  for  burning Charlef- 

town. 
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town,  and  for  the  expence  of  this  unjud  war ; and 
till  all  the  Britifh  troops  are  withdrawn  from  Ameri- 
ca. On  the  arrival  of  thefe  events,  the  colonies  are 
to  return  to  their  former  connexions  and  friendfiiip 
with  Great  Britain ; but  on  failure  thereof,  this  con- 
federation is  to  be  perpetual, 

WHEREAS  it  hath  pleafed  God  to  blefs  thefe 
countries  with  a mod  plentiful  haryeft,  whereby 
much  corn  and  other  provifions  can  be  fpared  to 
foreign  nations  who  may  want  the  fame : , 
Refolyed,  That  after  the  expiration  of  fix  months, 
from  the  20th  of  July  ind.  being  the  day  appointed 
by  a late  aX  of  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  for  re- 
ftraining  the  trade  of  the  confederate  colonies,  all 
cuftom-houfes  therein  (if  the  (aid  aX  be  not  fird  re- 
pealed) fhall  be  Ihut  up,  and  all  the  officers  of  the  fame 
difeharged  from  the  execution  of  their  feveral  func- 
tions ; and  all  the  pores  of  the  faid  colonies  are  here- 
by declared  to  be  thenceforth  open  to  the  fhips  of 
every  date  in  Europe  that  will  admit  our  commerce, 
and  proteX  it,  who  may  bring  in  and  expofe  to  file, 
free  of  all  duties,  their  refpeXive  produce  and  manu- 
faXures,  and  every  kind  of  merchandize,  excepting 
teas,  and  the  merchandize  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland, 
and  the  Brhifh  Wed-Indla  iflands, 

Refolved,  That  we  will,  to  the  utmod  of  our  pow- 
er, maintain  and  fupport  this  freedom  of  commerce 
for  two  years  certain  after  its  commencement,  any  re- 
conciliation between  us  and  Great  Britain  notwith- 
danding,  and  as  much  longer  beyond  that  term  as  the 
late  aXs  of  parliament  for  redraining  the  commerce 
and  fiflieries,  and  difallowing  the  laws  and  charters 
of  any  of  the  colonies,  fhall  continue  unrepealed. 

Addrefs, 
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Addrefs,  &c.  of  the  Lord  Mayor  of  the  city  of 
London,  &c.  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  on  Friday 
the  14th  of  July,  1775. 

To  the  King  ’sMoft  Excellent  Majefty, 

The  humble  Addrefs  and  Petition  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons  of  the  city  of 
London,  in  Common  Council  alfembled. 

“ Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

YOUR  Majefty’s  moft  loyal  and  dutiful  fubje&s, 
the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons  of  the  ci- 
ty of  London,  in  common  council  aftembled,  with  all 
humility  beg  leave  to  lay  themfelves  at  your  royal  feet, 
humbly  imploring  your  benign  attention  towards  the 
grievous  diftrtuftions  of  thejr  fellow-fubjeCb  in  Ame- 
rica. 

The  chara&eriftic  of  the  people,  Sire,  over  whom 
you  reign,  has  ever  been  equally  remarked  for  their 
unparalleled  loyalty  totheir  Sovereign, whilft  the  pritL- 
ciples  of  the  conftitution  have  been  the  rule  of  hip 
government,  as  well  as  a firm  oppofmon  whenever 
their  rights  have  been  invaded, 

Your  American  fubjeCb,  Royal  Sire,  defeended 
from  the  fame  anceft  ors  with  ourfelves,  appear  equal, 
ly  jealous  of  the  prerogatives  of  freemen, — without 
which  they  cannot  deem  themfelves  happy. 

Their  chearful  and  unalked  for  contributions,  as 
well  as  willing  ferviceS  to  the  mother-country,  whilft 
they  remained  free  from  the  clog  of  compulfory  laws, 
will,  we  are  fure,  plead  powerfully  with  the  human- 
ity of  your  difpofition,  for  gracioufly  granting  them 
every  reafonable  opportunity  of  giving,  as  freemen, 
what  they  feem  refolutely  determined  to  refute  under 
the  injunction  of  law's  made  independent  of  thei? 
own  confcnt. 
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The  abhorrence  we  entertain  of  civil  bloodflied  and 
confufion  will,  we  truft,  Sire,  if  not  wholly  exculpate 
us  in  your  royal  mind,  yet  plead  powerfully  in  our  fa- 
vour, for  the  warmth  with  which  we  lament  thofe 
meafures,  whofe  deftru&ive  principles  have  driven 
our  American  brethren  to  a&s  of  defperation. 

Convinced  of  the  earned:  difpofition  of  the  colonifts 
to  remain  firm  in  all  duteous  obedience  to  tlje  conftitu. 
tional  authority  of  this  kingdom,  permit  us,  mod  gra- 
cious fovereign,  to  befeech  you  that  thofe  operations 
of  force,  which  at  prefent  diftraft  them  with  the  mod 
dreadful  apprehenfions,  may  be  fufpended ; and  that, 
uncontrouled  by  a reftraint  incompatible  with  a free 
government,  they  may  polfefs  an  opportunity  of  ten- 
dering fuch  terms  of  accomodation,  as,  we  doubt  not, 
will  approve  them  worthy  of  a diftinguiflied  rank  a- 
mong  the  firmed:  friends  of  this  country.” 

Signed  by  order  of  court, 

William  Rix. 

To  which  addrefs  and  petition,  hisMajefty  waspleaf- 
ed  to  return  the  following  anfwer : 

“ I AM  always  ready  to  liften  to  the  dutiful  peti- 
tions of  my  fubjefts,  and  ever  happy  to  comply  with 
their  reafonable  requefts ; but  while  the  conftitution- 
al  authority  of  this  kingdon  is  openly  refilled  by  a 
part  of  my  American  fubjefts,  I owe  it  to  the  reft  of 
my  people,  of  whofe  zeal  and  fidelity  I have  had  fdch 
conftant  proofs,  to  continue  and  enforce  thofe  mea- 
fures by  which  alone  their  rights  and  iaterefts  can  be 
afferted  and  maintained.” 

His  Majefty’s  moft  gracious  Speech  tobothHoufes 
of  Parliament,  Friday,  May  26, 1 775. 

“My. 
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“My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I cannot,  in  juftice  to  you,  forbear  to  exprefs  my 
intire  fatisfa&ion  in  your  conduCt,  during  the  courfe 
of  this  important  feflion. 

You  have  maintained,  with  a firm  and  heady  refo- 
lution,  the  rights  of  my  crown,  and  the  authority  of 
parliament,  which  I (hall  ever  confider  as  infeparable: 
you  have  protected  and  promoted  the  commercial 
interefts  of  my  kingdoms,  and  you  have  at  the  fame 
time,  given  convincing  proofs  of  your  readinefs,  as 
far  as  the  conditution  will  allow  you,  to  gratify  the 
wifhes,  and  remove  the  apprchenfions,  of  my  fubjeCis 
in  America;  and  I am  perfuaded,  that  the  mod  faiuta- 
iy  effeCts  mud,  in  the  end,  refult  from  meafures  form- 
ed and  conduced  on  fuch  principles. 

The  late  mark  of  your  affectionate  attachment  to 
me*  and  to  the  Queen,  and  the  zeal  and  Unanimity 
which  accompanied  it,  demand  my  particular  thanks. 

' I have  the  fatisfaCtion  ta  acquaint  you,  that,  as 
well  from  the  general  difpofitions  of  other  powers,- 
as  from  the  folemn  affurances  which  I have  received* 

I have  great  reafon  to  expeCt  the  continuance  of 
peace:  nothing  on  my  part,  confident  with  the  main- 
tenance of  the  honour  and  intered  of  my  kingdoms* 
fhall  be  wanting  to  fecure  the  public  tranquility. 

Gentlemen  of  die  Houfe  of  Commons, 

It  gives  me  much  concern,  that  the  unhappy  dis- 
turbances in  fame  of  my  colonies  have  obliged  me  tor 
propofe  to  you,  an. augmentation  of  my  army,  and. 
have  prevented  me  from  completing  the  intended  re- 
duction of  the  edablifhment  of  my  naval  forces.  I 
cannot  diffidently  thank  you  for  the  chearfulnefs  and 
public  fpiritwith  which  you.  have  granted  the  fup- 
plies  for  the  feveral  fervices  of  the  current  year. 

My 
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•t  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  nothing  to  defire  of  you  but  to  ufe  your  beft 
endeavours  to  preferve  and  to  cultivate,  iri  your  feve- 
•ral  counties,  the  fame  regard  for  public  order,  and 
the  fame  difeernment  of  their  true  interefts,  tvhich 
have  in  thefe  times  diftinguifhed  the  charafter  of  my 
faithful  and  beloved  people ; and  the  continuance  of 
which  cannot  fail  to  render  them  happy  at  home,  and 
refpe&ed  abroad.” 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  Majefty’s  com- 
mand, faid;  . 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  his  Majefty’s  royal  will  and  pleafure,  that  this 
parliament  be  prorogued  to  Thurfday  the  twenty-fe- 
venth  day  of  July  next,  to  be  then  here  held ; and 
this  parliament  is  accordingly  prorogued  to  Thnrfday 
the  27th  day  of  July  next. 

A'  Declaration  by  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  United 
Colonies  ofNorth  America,  now  met  in  General 
Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  fetting  forth  the 
. caufes  and  neceffity  of  their  taking  up  arms. 

IF  it  were  poflible  for  men,  who  exercife  their  rea- 
fon,  to'  believe  that  the  Divine  Author  of  our  exift- 
bnce  intended  a part  of  the  human  face  to  hold  ah  ' 
abfolute  property  in,  and  Unbounded  power  over 
Others,  marked  Out  by  his  infinite  goodnefs,  and  wif- 
' dom,  as  the  objefts  of  a legal  domination,  hever  right- 
ly refiftable,  however  fevefe  and  oppreflive ; the  in- 
habitants of  thefe  conlonies  might  at  leaft  require  from 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  fome  evidence,  that 
this  dreadful  authority  over  them  has  been  granted 
to  that  body.  But  a reverence  for  our  Great  Crea- 
tor, principles  of  humanity,  and  the  dilates  of  tom- 

S f s mon 


Digitized  by  Google 


r*4  HfSTORYOF  A.D.  17*5. 

mon  fcnfe,  mult  convince  all  thofe  who  refleft  upon 
the  fubjeft,  that  government  was  inftituted  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  mankindj  and  ought  to  be  adtni- 
niftered  for  the  attainment  of  that  end.  The  legifla- 
ture  of  Grea*  Britain,,  however  ftimulated  by  an  in- 
ordinate paffion  for  a power  not  only  unjuftifiablc, 
but  which  they  know  to  be  particularly  reprobated  by 
*the  veryeonftitution  of  that  kingdom,  and  defperate 
of  fuccefs  in  any  mode  of  conteft  where  regard  ftiould 
be  had^  to  truth,  law  or  right,  have  at  length,  defert- 
ing  thofe,  attempted  to  effeft  their  cruel  and  impoli- 
tic purpoie  of  enflaving  thefe  colonies  by  violence, 
and  have  thereby  rendered  it  neceflary  for  us  to  clofe 
with  their  laft  appeal  from  reafon  to  arms.  Yet, 
however  blinded  that  affembly  may  be,  by  their  in- 
temperate rage  for  unlimited  domination,  fo  as  to 
flight  juftice  and  the  opinion  of  mankind,  we  efteent 
ourfelves  bound,  by  obligations  of  refpeft  to  the  reft 
of  the  world,  to  make  known  the  juftice  of  our  caufc. 

Our  forefathers  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  of  Great 
Britain,  left  their  native  land,  to  feek  on  thefe  fhores 
a refidence  for  civil  and  religious  freedom.  At  the 
expence  of  their  blood,  at  the  hazard  oftheirfoitunes, 
without  the  lead  charge  to  the  country  from  which 
they  removed,  by  unceafing  labour  and  an  unconquer- 
able fpirit,  they  effe&edfettlemcnts  in  the  diftant  and 
inhofpitable  wilds  of  America,  then  filled  with  nume- 
rous and  warlike  natives  of  Barbarians.  Societies  or 
governments,  veiled  with  perfefr  legiflatures,  were 
formed  under  charters  from  the  crown,  and  an  har- 
monious intercourfe  was  eftabliflied  between  the  co- 
lonies and  - the  kingdom  from  which  they  derived 
their  origin.  The  mutual  benefits  of  this  union  be- 
came in  a fliort  time  fo  extraordinary,  as  to  excite 
- ; . aftonifhraent. 
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aftonilhment.  It  is  univerfally  confelled,  that  the  a- 
maziog  iticreafe  of  the  Wealth,  ftrength,  andnavigatiou 
of  the  realm,  arofe  from  this  fource ; and  the  minifter, 
who  fo  wifely  and  fuccefsfully  dirc&ed  the  mea-> 
lures  of  Great  Britain  in  the  late  war,  publicly  declar- 
ed  that  thefe  colonies  enabled  her  to  triumph  over 
her  enemies.  Towards  the  conclufion  of  that  war, 
it  pleafed  our  foyereign  to  make  a change  in  his 
councils.  From  that  fatal  moment  the  affairs  of  the 
Britifh  empire  began  to  fall  into  confufion,  and,  gra- 
dually Aiding  from  the  fummit  of  glorious  profperity, 
to  which  they  had  been  advanced  by  the  virtues  and' 
abilities  of  one  man,  are  at  length  diftrafted  by  the 
convulfions  that  now  (hake  it  to  its  deepeft  founda- 
tions. The  new  miniflry,  finding  the  brave  foes  of 
Britain,  though  frequently  defeated,  yet  (till contend- 
ing, took  up  the  unfortunate  idea  of  granting  them  a 
taffy  peace,  and  then  of  fubduing  her  faithful  friends. 

Thefe  devoted  colonies  were  judged  to  be  in  fuch  a 
ftate,  as  to  prefent  viftories  without  bloodfhed,  and 
all  the  eafy  emoluments  of  ftatutable  plunder.  The 
uninterrupted  tenure  of  their  peaceable  and  refpeftful 
behaviour,  from  the  beginning  of  colonization;  their 
dutiful,  zealous,  and  ufeful  fervices  during  the  war, 
though  fo  recently  and  amply  acknowledged  in  the 
mod  honourable  manner  by  his  Majefty,  by  the  late 
king,  and  by  parliament;  could  not  fave  them  from 
the  mediated  innovations.  Parliament  was  influen* 
ced  to  adobt  the  pernicius  projeft,  and,  affuming  a, 
new  power  over  them,  have  in  the  courfe  of  eleven 
years,  given  fuch  decicive  fpecimcns  of  the  fpirit  and 
confequences  attending  this  pqwer,  as  to  leave  no 
doubts  concerning  the  effe&s  of  acquiefcence  under 
it.  They  have  undertaken  to  giye  and  grant  our 
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ney  without  our  confept,  though  we  have  ever  exer- 
cifed  ap  exclufive  right  to  difpofe  of  our  own  proper- 
ty. Statutes  have  been  paflfed  for  extending  the  ju- 
rildiftion  of  courts  of  Admiralty  and  Vice-Admiralty 
beyond  their  ancient  limits,  for  depriving  us  of  the 
apcuftopied  and  ineftimable  privileges  of  trial  by  iury, 
in  cafes  affefting  both  life  and  property ; for  Append- 
ing the  legiflatpre  of  one  of  the  colonies;  for  inter- 
difling  all  commerce  of  another,  and  for  altering  fun- 
damentally the  form  of  government  eftablifhed  by 
charter,  and  fecured  by  atts  of  its  own  legiflature,  fo- 
lemnly  confirmed  by  the  crown;  for  exempting  the 
murderers  of  colpnifts  from  legal  trial,  and,  in  ef- 
fect, from  punifliment,  for  erecting  in  a neighbouring 
province,  acquired  by  the  joint  arms  of  Great  Britain 
and  America,  a defpotifm  dangerous  to  our  very  exig- 
ence ; and  for  acquainting  foldiers  upon  the  colonifts 
in  times  of  profound  peace.  It  has  alfo  been  refolved 
in  parliament,  that  colonifts,  charged  with  committing 
certain  offences,  {hall  be  tranfported  to  England  to 
be  tried. 


But  fhould  we  enumerate  our  injuries  in  detail? — - 
By  one  ftatute  it  is  declared,  that  parliament  can  * of 
yight  make  laws  to  bind  us  in  all  cafes  whatever.’ — 
What  is  to  defend  us  agaiqft  fo  enormous,  lb  unli- 
mitted  a power?  Not  a Angle  man  of  thofe  who  afi. 
fume  it  is  chofen  by  us,  or  is  fubjeff  to  our  controul, 
or  influence;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  all  of 
them  exempt  from  the  operation  of  fuch  laws ; and 
and  American  revenue,  if  not  diverted  from  the  often- 
fible  purpofes  for  which  it  is  raifed,  would  actually 
lighten  their  own  burthens,  in  proportion  as  they  in- 
ereafedours.  We  faw  the  mifery  to  which  fuch  def- 
potifm  would  reduce  us.  Wc  for  ten  years  inceflanp 
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ly  and  ineffeftually  belieged  the  throne  as  fupplicants  ; 
we  reafoned,  remonftrated  with  parliament  in  the 
mod  mild  and  decent  language.  But  adminiftration, 
fenfible  that  we  lliould  regard  thefe  opprefiive  mea- 
iiires  as  freemen  ought  to  do,  fent  over  fleets  and  ar- 
jpies  to  enforce  them.  The  indignation  of  the  Ame- 
ricans was  roufed,  it  is  true  ; but  it  was  the  indigna- 
tion of  a virtuous,  loyal,  and  afteftionate  people.  A 
congrefs  of  delegates  from  the  united  colonies  was 
aflembled  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  5th  day  of  laft  Sep- 
tember. We  refolved  again  to  offer  an  humble  and 
dutiful  petition  to  the  king,  and  alfo  addrefled  our 
fellow  fubjefts  of  Great  Britain.  We  have  purfued 
every  temperate,  every  refpe&ful  meafure  ; we  have 
even  proceeded  to  break  off  our  commercial  inter- 
pourfe  with  oqr  fellow-fubje&s,  as  the  laft  peaceable 
admonition,  that  our  attachment  to  no  nation  upon 

earth  would  fupplant  our  attachment  to  liberty. 

This  we  flatter  ourfelves,  was  the  ultimate  ftep  of  the 
controverfy  ; but  fubfequent  events  have  {hewn  how 
vain  was  this  hope  of  finding  moderation  in  our  ene- 
mies. 

Several  threatening  expreflions  agaiuft  the  colo- 
nies were  inferted  in  his  Majefty’s  fpecch,  . Qur  pe- 
tition, though  we  are  told  it  was  a decent  ope,  that 
his  Majefty  had  been  pleafed  tp  receive  it  gracioufly, 
and  to  promife  laying  it  befqrp  his  parliament,  was 
huddled  into  both  houfgs  amongft  4 bundle  of  Ame: 
rican  papers,  and  there  neglected,  'Jffp  Lords  and 
.Commons  in  their  addrefs,  in  rbp  month  of  February 
faid, — * that  a rebellion  at  that  time  a&ually  exifted 
within  the  province  of  Maflachufett’s-Bay ; and  that 
thefe  concerued  in  it  had  been  countenanced  and  en- 
couraged bv  unlawful  combinations  and  engagements, 
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entered  into  by  his  Majefly’s  fubjefts  in  feveral  of  the 
other  colonies : and  therefore  they  befought  his  Ma- 
jefty  that  he  would  take  the  moll  effeftual  meaiurcs 
to  enforce  due  obedience  to  the  laws  and  authority 
of  the  fupreme  legiflature/  Soon  after  the  commer- 
cial intercourfe  of  the  whole  colonies,  with  foreign 
countries  and  with  each  other,  was  cut  offby  an  aft  of 
parliament  j by  another,  feveral  of  them  werejintirely 
prohibited  from  the  fiflieries  in  the  Teas  near  their 
coafls,  on  which  they  always  depended  for  their  fuf- 
Tenance  ; and  large  reinforcements  of  (hips  and  troops 
were  immediately  lent  over  to  Gen.  Gage. 

Fruitlefs  were  all  the’  intreaties,  arguments,  and 
eloquence  of  an  illuftrious  band,  of  the  molt  diftin- 
guiihed  peers  and  commoners,  who  nobly  and  ftrenuf- 
oufly  alferted  the  juftice  of  our  caufe,  to  (lay  or  evetr 
lo  mitigate  the  heedlefs  fury  with  which  thefe  accu- 
mulated and  unexampled  outrages  were  hurried  on. 
— Equally  fruitlefs  was  the  interference  of  the  city  of 
London,  of  Briftol,  and  many  other  refpeftable  towns 
in  our  favour.  Parliament  adopted  an  infidious  ma- 
ooevure,  calculated  to  divide  us,  to  cflablifli  aperpetual 
auftion  of  taxations,  where  colony  Ihould  bid  againft 
colony,  all  of  whom  uninformed  what  ranfom  fliould 
redeem  their  lives  5 and  thus  to  extort  from  us  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet  the  unknown  fums  that  fliould 
be  fufficient  to  gratify,  if  poflible  to  gratify,  minifte- 
rial  rapacity,  with  the  miferable  indulgence  left  to  us 
of  raifing  in  our  mode  the  preferred  tribute.  What 
terms  more  rigid  and  humiliating  could  have  been  dic- 
tated by  remorfelefs  viftors  to  conquered  enemies? — 
In  our  circumftances,  to  accept  them  would  be  to  de- 
i'erve  them. 

Soon  after  the  intelligence  of  thefe  proceedings  ar- 
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rived  an  this  continent,  General  Gage,  who,  in  die 
courfe  of  the  laft  year  had  taken  pofieffion  of  the 
town  of  Bofton,  in  the  province  of  Maffachufett’s- 
Bay,  and  ftill  occupied  it  as  a garrifon,  on  the  1 9th  of 
April,  fentout  from  that  place  a large  detachment  of 
his  army,  who  made  an  unprovoked  aifault  on  the  in- 
habitants of  the  faid  province,  at  the  town  of  Lexing- 
ton, as  appears  by  the  affidavits  of  a great  number  of 
perfons,  fome  of  whom  were  officers  and  fcldiers  of 
that  detachment  ; murdered  eight  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  faid  province,  and  wounded  many  others. — - — 
From  thence  the  troops  proceeded  in  warlike  array 
to  the  town  of  Concord,  where  they  fet  upon  another 
praty  of  tlie  inhabitants  of  the  fame  province,  kil- 
ling feveral  and  wounding  more,  until  compelled  to 
retreat  by  the  country-people  fuddenly  affembled  to 
repel  this  cruel  aggreffion.  Hoftilities  thus  commen- 
ced by  the  BritHh  troops,  which  have  been  finceprofe- 
cuted  by  them  withontregard  to  faith  or  reputation.  The 
inhabitants  of  Bofton  being  confined  within  that  town 
by  the  general,  their  governor ; and  having,  in  or- 
der to  procure  their  admiffion,  entered  into  a treaty 
with  him;  it  was  ftipulated  that  the  faid  inhabitants 
having  depofited  their  arms  with  their  own  magiftrates, 
ftiould  have  liberty  to  depart,  taking  with  them  their 
other  effects.  They  accordingly  delivered  up  their 
arms  ; but,  in  open  violation  of  honour,  in  defiance  of 
the  obligation  of  treaties,  which  even  favage  nations 
efteem  facred,  the  governor  ordered  the  arms  depofit- 
ed as  aforefaid,  that  they  might  be  preferved  for  their 
owners  to  be  feized  by  a body  of  foldiers  ; detained 
by  the  greateft  part  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  town, 
and  compelled  the  few,  who  were  permitted  to  .retire, 
to  leave  the  mod  valuable  effefts  behind. 
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By  this  perfidy  wives  are  feparated  from  their  hnf- 
bands,  children  from  their  parents,  the  aged  and  fick 
from  their  relations  and  friends,  who  wilhed  to  attend 
dnd  comfort  them ; and  thofe  who  have  been  ufed 
to  live  in  plenty,  and  even  elegance,  are  reduced  to 
deplorable  diilrefs.'  . . 

The  General  further  emulating  his  mimfterial  mas- 
ters, by  a proclamation  bearing  date  on  the  i 2th  day 
of  June,  after  venting  the  grofleftfallhoods  and  calum- 
nies againft  the  good  people  of  thefe  colonies,  pro- 
deeds  to  ‘declare  them  all,  either  by  name  or  descrip- 
tion, to  be  rebels  ahd  traitors,  ro  fuperfede  the  courfe 
of  the  common  law,  and  inftead  thereof  to  publifh  and 
order  the  ufe  and  exercife  of  the  law  martial;’*— His 
troops  have  butchered  our  countrymen  i,  have  wan- 
tonly burnt  Charleltown,  befides  a confiderable  num- 
ber of  lioufes  in  other  places  ; our  fliips  and  Velfels’ 
arefeized;  the  necefiary  fupplies  of  provifion  are  in- 
tercepted ; and  he  is  exerting  his  unnoft  power  to’ 
fpread  ddtruftion  and  devaftation  around  him; 

We  have  received  certain  intelligence,  that  Gene- 
ral Carleton,  the  governor  of  Canada,  is  inftigating 
the  people  of  that  province  and  the  Indians  to  fall 
upon  us ; and  we  have  but  too  much  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend, that  fchemes  have  been  formed  to  excite1 
domehic  enemies  amongfl:  us.  In  brief,  a part  of  thofe1 
colonies  now  feels,  and  all  of  them  are  fure  of  feeling,- 
as  far  as  the  vengence  of  adminiftration  can  inflitt 
them,  the  complicated  calamities  Of  fire,  fwerd,  and 
famine.  We  are  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  ehu-’ 
ling  an  unconditional  fumiflion  to  the  tyranny  Of  irri- 
tated minifters,  or  refiftance  by  force.  The  latter  is" 
our  choice.  We  have  counted  the  coil  of  this  con- 
ted,  and  find  nothing  fo  dreadful  as  voluntary  flavery." 

Honor,* 
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Honour,  juftice,  and  humanity  forbid  us  tamely  to 
furrender  that  freedom  which  we  received  from  our 
gallant  anceftors,  and  which  our  innocent  pofterity 
have  a right  to  receive  from  us.  We  cannot  endure 
the  infamy  and  guilt  of  religning  fucceeding  genera- 
tions to  that  wretchednels  which  ineveitably  awaits 
them,  if  we  bafely  entail  hereditary  bondage  upon 
them. 

Our  caufe  is  juft : Our  union  is  perfeX  : Our  in- 
ternal refources  are  great,  and,  if  necefiary,  foreign 
afiiftance  is  undoubtedly  attainable.  We  gratefully 
acknowledge,  as  fignal  inftances  of  the  divine  favour 
towards  us,  that  his  Providence  would  not  permit  u£ 
to  be  called  into  this  fevere  controverfy,  until  wc 
were  grown  up  into  our  prefent  ftrength,  had  been 
previoufly  exercifed  in  warlike  operations,  and  poffef- 
fed  the  means  of  defending  ourfelves.  With  hearts 
fortified  with  thefe  animating  reflexions,  we  moft So- 
lemnly before  God  and  the  world  declare,  that,  ex- 
erring  the  utmoft  energy  of  thofe  powers  which  our 
beneficent  Creator  hath  gracioufly  bellowed  upon  us, 
the  arms  we  have  been  compelled  by  our  enemies  to 
affume,  we  will,  in  defiance  of  every  hazard,  with  un- 
abated firmnefs  and  perfeverance,  employ  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  our  liberties,  being  with  one  mindreiolv. 
ed  to  die  freemen  rather  than  live  like  Haves. 

Left  this  declaration  Ihould  dilquiet  the  minds  of 
our  friends  and  fellow-fubjeXs  in  any  part  of  the  em- 
pire, we  allure  them,  that  we  mean  not  todiffolve  that 
union  which  has  fo  long  and  fo  happily  fubfifted  be- 
tween us,  and  which  we  fincerely  wilh  to  fee  reftor- 
ed.  Neceftity  has  not  yet  driven  us  into  that  defpe- 
rate  meafure,  or  induced  us  to  excite  any  other  nation 
to  war  againft  them.  We  have  not  raided  armies  with 
T 1 1 ambitious 
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ambitious  defigns  of  feparating  from  Great  Britain, 
■and  eftablifhing  independent  ftates.  We  fight  not  for 
glory  or  for  conqueft.  We  exhibit  to  mankind  the 
remarkable  fpe&acle  of  a people  attacked  by  unpro- 
voked enemies,  without  any  imputation,  or  even  fuf- 
picion  of  offence.  They  boaft  of  their  privileges  and 
civilization,  and  yet  proffer  no  milder  conditions  than 
fervitude  or  death. 

In  our  own  native  land,  in  defence  of  the  freedom 
that  is  our  birthright,  and  which  we  ever  enjoyed 
till  the  late  violation  of  it ; for  the  proteftion  of  our 
property,  acquired  folely  by  the  honeft  induftry  of 
pur  forefathers,  and  ourfeives ; againft  violence  a&u- 
ally  offered,  we  have  taken  up  arms.  We  fhall  lay 
them  down  when  hoflilities  fhall  ceale  on  the  part  of 
the  aggreffors,  and  all  danger  of  their  being  renewed 
- (hall  be  removed,  and  not  before. 

With  an  humble  confidence  in  the  mercies  of  the 
fupreme  and  impartial  Judge  and  Ruler  of  theuniverfe, 
we  moft  devoutly  implore  his  divine  goodnefs  to  con- 
du£t  us  happily  through  this  great  conflitt,  to  difpofc 
our  adversaries  to  reconciliation  on  reafonable  terms, 
and  thereby  to  relieve  the  empire  from  the  calamities 
qf  civil  war. 

By  order  of  the  Congrefs, 

John  Hancock  Prefident, 

Attefted, 

Charles  Thompson,  Secretary. 

Philadelphia , July  6,  1 7 7 5. 

A Second  Petition  from  the  General  Cpngrcfs  in  Ame- 
rica to  his  Majefty. 

The  following  is  a true  copy  of  the  petition  from  th* 

General  Congrefs  in  America  to  }iis  Majefiy,  which 

we 
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we  delivered  to  Lord  Dartmouth  the  firft  of  this 
month,  and  to  which  his  Lordlhip  faid,  no  anfwer 
would  be  given* 

Richard  Penn* 

&■/>/;  4;  1775*  Arthur  Lee* 

To  the  King’s  moll:  Excellent  Majefty* 

Moll  Gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  yonrMajefty’s  faithful  fubje&s  of  the  colonies 
of  New  Haitipfliire,  MaffachufettVBay,  Rhode  I* 
fland,  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New- 
York,New  Jerfey,  Penfylvania,  the  counties  of  New* 
Jerfey,  Kent  and  Suffex  in  Delaware,  Maryland,  Vir- 
ginia, North  and  South  Carolina,  in  behalf  of  our- 
felves  and  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies  who  have 
deputed  us  to  rfcprefent  them  in  General  Congrefsy 
entreat  your  Majefty’s  gracious  attention  to  this  our 
humble  petition* 

The  union  between  our  mother-country  and  thefe 
Colonies,  and  the  energy  of  mild  and  juft  govern- 
ment, produced  benefits  fo  remarkably  important,  and 
afforded  luch  affurances  of  their  permanency  and  in* 
creafej  that  the  wonder  and  envy  of  other  nations 
were  excited,  while  they  beheld  Great  Britain  riling 
to  a power  the  moft  extraordinary  the  world  had  e- 
ver  known.  Her  rivals  obferving  that  there  was  no 
probability  of  this  happy  connection  being  broken  by 
civil  diffentions,  and  apprehending  its  future  effefts,  if 
left  any  longer  undifturbed,  refolved  to  prevent  the 
receiving  fo  continued  and  formidable  an  accelfion  of 
wealth  and  ftrength,  by  checking  the  growth  of  thefe 
fettlements,  from  which  they  were  to  be  derived. 

In  the  profecution  of  this  attempt,  events  unfa* 
Vourable  to  the  defign  took  place,  that  every  friend 
to  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain  and  thefe  colonies, 
; . ' entertained 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF 


A.  V.  177& 


514 

entertained  pleafing  and  reafonable  expectations  of 
feeing  an  additional  force  and  extenfion  immediately 
given  to  the  operations  of  the  union  hitherto  experi- 
enced, by  an  enlargement  of  the  dominions  of  the 
crown,  and  the  removal  of  ancient  and  warlike  ene- 
mies to  a greater  diftance. 

At  the  conclufion,  therefore,  of  the  late  war,  the 
moft  glorious  and  advantageous  that  had  ever  been 
carried  on  by  Britifh  arms,  your  loyal  colonies  hav- 
ing contributed  to  its  fuccefs  by  fuch  repeated  and 
ftrenuous  exertions  as  frequently  procured  them  the 
diftinguifhed  approbation  of  your  Majefty,  of  the  late 
king,  and  of  parliament,  doubted  not  but  that  they 
fliould  be  permitted,  with  the  reft  of  the  empire,  to 
fr.are  in  the  bleflings  of  peace,  and  the  emoluments 
of  viClory  and  conqueft.  While  thefe  recent  and  ho- 
nourable acknowledgments  of  their  merit  remained 
on  record  in  the  journals  and  aCh  of  that  auguft  legis- 
lature, the  parliament,  undefaced  by  the  imputation, 
or  even  the  fufpicion  of  any  offence,  they  were  alarm- 
ed by  a new  fyftem  of  ftatutes,  and  regulations  adopt- 
ed for  the  adminiftration  of  the  colonies,  that  filled 
their  minds  with  the  moft  painful  fears  and  jealoufies ; 
and  to  their  inexpreffible  aftonifhment,  perceived  the 
dangers  of  a foreign  quarrel  quickly  fucceeded  by 
domeftic  dangers,  and  in  their  judgment  of  a more 
dreadful  kind. 

Nor  were  their  anxieties  alleviated  by  any  tenden- 
cy in  this  fyftem  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  mother 
country  ; for  though  its  effeCfs  were  more  immedi- 
ately felt  by  them,  yet  its  influences  appeared  to  be 
injurious  to  the  commerce  and  profperity  of  Great- 
Britain. 

We  {ball  decline  the  ungrateful  talk  of  deferib- 

ing. 
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ing  the  irkfome  variety  of  artifices  praftifed  by  many 
of  your  Majefty’s  minifters,  the  delufive  pretences, 
fruitlefs  terrors,  and  unavailing  feverities,  which  have 
from  time  to  time  been  dealt  out  by  them  in  their  at- 
tempts to  execute  this  impolitic  plan,  or  of  tracing 
through  a feries  of  years  part  the  progrefs  of  the 
unhappy  differences  between  Great  Britain  and  thefe 
colonies,  which  have  flowed  from  this  fatal  fource. — 
Your  Majeify’s  minifters  perfevering  in  their  mea- 
fures,  and  proceeding  to  open  hoftilities  for  enforcing 
them,  have  compelled  us  to  arm  in  our  own  defence, 
and  have  engaged  us  in  a controyerfy  fo  peculiarly  ab- 
horrent from  the  affettions  of  your  ftill  faithful  colo- 
nifts,  that  when  we  confider  whom  we  muft  oppofe  in 
this  conteft,  and  if  it  continues,  what  may  be  the  con- 
fequence  ; our  own  particular  misfortunes  are  account- 
ed by  us  only  as  pans  of  our  diftrefs. 

Knowing  to  what  violent  refentments  and  incurable 
animofities  civil  difcords  are  apt  to  exafperate  and 
inflame  the  contending  parties,  we  think  ourfelves 
required  by  indifpenfible  obligations  to  Almighty 
God,  to  your  Majefty,  to  our  fellow  fubje&s,  and 
ourfelves,  immediately  to  ufe  all  the  means  in  our 
power,  not  incompatible  with  our  fafety,  for  flopping 
the  further  effufion  of  blood,  and  for  averting  the 
impending  calamities  that  threaten  the  Britifh  em- 
pire.  Thus  called  upon  to  addrefs  your  Majefty 

on  affairs  of  fuch  moment  to  America,  and  probably 
to  all  your  dominions,  we  are  earneftly  defirous  of 
performing  this  office  with  the  utmoft  deference  to 
your  Majefty  ; and  we  therefore  pray  that  your  royal 
magnanimity  and  benevolence  may  make  the  moft  fa- 
vourable confirmations  of  our  exprcflions  on  fo  uncom- 
mon an  occafton. 

Could 
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Could  we  reprefent,  in  their  full  force,  the  fenti- 
raents  which  agitate  the  minds  of  us,  your  dutiful 
fubje&s,  we  are  perfuaded  your  MajeftyvWould  afcribe 
any  feeming  deviation  from  reverence,  in  our  lan- 
guage, and  even  in  our  conduct,  not  to  any  reprehen- 
sible intention,  but  to  the  impoffibility  of  reconciling 
the  ufual  appcarnaces  of  refpeft  with  a juft  attention 
to  our  prefervation  againft  thofe  artful  and  cruel  ene- 
mies, who  abufe  your  royal  confidence  and  authors 
ity  for  the  purpofe  of  effeffing  our  deftrnftion. 

Attached  to  your  Majefty’s  perfon,  family,  and  go- 
vernment, with  all  the  devotion  that  principle  and 
affection  can  infpire,  conne&ed  with  Great  Britain 
by  the  ftrongeft  ties  that  can  unite  focieties,  and  de- 
ploring every  event  that  tends  in  any  degree  to  weak- 
en them,  we  folemnly  allure  your  Majefty,  that  we  not 
only  moft  ardently  delire  the  former  harmony  be- 
tween her  and  thefe  colonies  may  be  reftored,  but 
that  a concord  may  be  eftablilhed  between  them  oa 
fo  firm  a bafis  as  to  perpetuate  its  bleffings  uninter- 
upted  by  any  future  difTentions,  to  fucceeding  gene- 
rations in  both  countries;  to  tranfmit  your  Majefty’s 
name  to  pofterity,  adorned  with  that  fignal  arid  laft- 
ing  glory  that  his  attended  the  memory  of  thofe  illuf- 
trious  perfonages,  whofe  virtues  and  abilities  have  ex- 
tricated ftatcs  from  dangerous  convulfioris,  and  by 
fecuring  happinefs  to  others,  have  erecfed  the  moft 
fioble  rind  durable  monuments  to  their  own  fame.- 

We  beg  leave  further  to  allure  your  Majefty,  that 
notwitliftanding  the  fufferings  of  your  loyal  colonifts 
during  the  courfe  of  the  pi'efent  contfoverfy,  ouri 
breafls  retain  too  tender  ri  regard  for  the  kingdom! 
from  which  we  derive  our  origin,  to  requeft  fuch  a re-« 
Conciliation,  as  might  in  any  manner  be  inconfifterit- 
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with  her  dignity  or  her  welfare.  Thefe,  related  as 
we  are  to  her,  honour  and  duty,  as  well  a6  inclina- 
tion, induce  us  to  fupport  and  advance;  and  the  ap- 
prehenfions  that  now  opprefs  our  hearts  with  un- 
ipeakable  grief:  being  once  removed,  your  Majefty 
will  find  your  faithful  fubjefls,  on  this  continent,  rea- 
dy and  willing,  at  all  times,  as  they  have  ever  been,, 
with  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  afl’ert  and  maintain  thp 
ri  ghts  and  inicrefts  of  your  Majefty,  and  of  our  mo- 
ther country. 

We  therefore  befeech  your  Majefty,  that  your  roy-  . 
al  authority  and  influence  may  be  gracioufly  inter- 
pofed  to  procure  us  relief  from  our  affli&ing  fears 
and  jealoufies,  occafioned  by  the  fyftem  before-men- 
tioned, and  to  fettle  peace  through  every  part  of  your 
dominions;  with  all  humility  fubmitting  to  your  Ma- 
jcfty’s  wife  confederation,  wdiether  it  may  not  be  ex- 
pedient, for  facilitating  thofe  important  purpofes  that 
your  Majefty  be  pleafed  to  direft  fome  mode  by  which 
the  united  applications  of  your  faithful  colonifts  to  the 
throne,  in  purfuance  of  their  common-councils,  may 
be  improved  into  a happy  and  permanent  reconcili- 
ation; and  that  in  the  mean  time  meafures  may  be 
taken  for*  preventing  the  further  deftruftion  of  the 
lives  of  your  Majefty’s  fubjefts,  and  that  fuch  ftatutcs 
as  more  immediately  diftrefs  any  of  your  Majefty’s  co- 
lonies be  repealed.  For  by  fuch  arrangements,  as 
your  Majefty’s  wifdqm  can  form,  for  cohering  the; 
united  fenfe  of  your  American  people,  who  are  con- 
vinced your  Majefty  would  receive  fuch  fatisfaftory 
proofs  of  the  dilpofition  of  the  colonifts  towards  their 
parent  ftate,  that  the  wilhed  for  opportunity  would 
loon  be  reftored  to  them  of  evincing  the  fincerity  of 
flicir  profeflions,  by  every  teftimony  of  devotion  be- 
coming 
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coming  the  moft.dutiful  fubje&s,  and  the  moft  affec- 
tionate colonifls. 

That  your  Majefty  may  enjoy  a Jong  and  prof- 
perons  reign,  and  that  your  defeendents  may  govern 
thefe  dominions,  with  honour  to  themfelves  and 
happinefs  to  their  fubje&s,  is  our  fincere  and  fervent 
prayer. 

John  Hancock. 

Colonies  of  New  Hampfhire.  John  Langdon.  T. 
Cufhing. 

Maflachufetts-Bay.  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams, 

Robert  Treat  Paine.  ; . ; 

Rhode  Ifiand.  Stephen  Hopkins,  Samuel  Ward, 
Eliphant  Dyar. 

Conne&icut.  Roger  Sherman,  Silas  Dean, 

New  York.  Philip  Livingfton,  James  Duane,  J. 
Alfop,  Francis  Lewis,  John  Jay,  Robert  Livingfton, 
junior,  Lewis  Morris,  William  Floyd,  Henry  Wifner, 

New  Jerfey.  William  Livingfton,  John  Deharts, 
Richard  Smith. 

Pennfylvania.  John  Dickinfon,  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin, George  Rofs,  James  Wilfon,  Charles  Wilfon,  C, 
Humphreys,  Edward  Biddle. 

Delaware  Counties.  Casfar  Rodney,  Thomas 
M‘Kean,  George  Read. 

Maryland.  Matthew  Tilgham,  Thomas  Johnfon, 
junior,  William  Pace,  Samuel  Chafe,  Thomas  Stone, 

Virginia.  P.  Henry,  junior,  R.  Henry  Lee,  Ed- 
mund Fendleton,  Benjamin  Harrifon,  Thomas  Jeffer- 
fon. 

North  Carolina,  William  Hooper,  Jofeph  Hewes, 

South  Carolina.  Henry  Middleton,  Thomas 
Lynch,  Chriftopher  Gafden,  J.  Rutledge,  Edward 
Rutledge. 
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The  Addrefe,  Memorial,  and  Petition  of  feveral  of 
the  Gentlemen,  Merchants,  and  Traders  of  the 
city  of  London,  prefented  by  a deputation  to  his 
Majefty,  on  Wednefday  the  nthof  October, 
1775- 

To  the  King’s  molt  Excellent  Majefty. 

The  humble  Addrefs,  Memorial,  and  Petition  of 
the  Gentlemen,  Merchants,  and  Traders  of  Lot 
don. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

WE  your  Majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefts, 
the  Gentlemen,  Merchants,  and  Traders  of  London, 
beg  leave  to  approach  your  Majefty  with  unfeigned 
affurances  of  affeCtion  and  attachment  to  your  Ma- 
jefty's  perfon  and  government,  and  to  reprefent,  with 
great  humility,  our  fentiments  on  the  prefent  alarm- 
ing ftate  of  public  affairs. 

By  the  operation  of  divers  aCts  of  the  Britilh  parlia- 
ment, we  behold,  with  deep  affliction,  that  happy 
communion  of  interefts  and  good  offices,  which  had 
fo  long  fubfifted  between  this  country  and  America, 
fufpended,  and  an  intercourfe  ( which,  augmenting  as 
it  grew,  the  ftrength  and  dignity  of  your  Majefty’s 
dominions,  hath  enabled  your  Majefty  to  defeat  the 
natural  rivals  of  your  greatnefs  in  every  quarter  of 
the  world)  threatened  with  irretrievable  ruin. 

We  fhould  humbly  reprefent  to  your  Majefty,  if 
they  had  not  been  already  reprefented,  the  deadly 
wounds  which  the  commerce  of  this  country  mult 
feel  from  thefe  unfortunate  meafures  j for  that  it  has 
not  yet  more  deeply  felt  them,  is  owing  to  temporary 
and  accidental  caufes,  which  cannot  long  continue. 

But  we  beg  your  Majefty  to  call  an  eye  on  the  ge- 
neral property  of  this  land,  and  to  reflect  what  muft 
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be  its  fate  when  deprived  of  our  American  comT 
merce. 

It  fills  our  mind  with  additional  grief  to  fee  the 
blood  and  treafure  of  your  majefty’s  fubjeffs  wafted 
in  effefling  a fatal  feparation  between  the  different 
parts  of  your  majefty’s  empire,  by  a war,  uncertain 
in  the  event,  deftru&ive  in  its  confequences,  and  the 
objeft  contended  for  loft  in  the  conteft. 

The  experience  we  have  had  in  your  Majefty’s 
paternal  regard  for  the  welfare  and  privileges  of  all 
your  people,  and  the  opinion  we  entertain  of  the  jqf- 
tice  of  the  Britifh  parliament,  forbids  us  to  believe 
that  laws,  fo  repugnant  to  the  policy  of  former 
time, 'would  have  received  their  fan&ion,  had  the  real 
circumftances  and  fentiments  of  the  colonies  been 
thoroughly  underftood,  or  the  true  principles  of  their 
connexion  with  the  mother  country  been  duly  weigh- 
ed: we  are  therefore  neceflarily  conftrained  to  im- 
pute blame  to  thofe  by  whom  your  majefty  and  the 
parliament  have  been  defignedly  mifled,  or  partially 
informed  of  thofe  matters,  on  a full  knowledge  of 
which  alone,  determinations  offuch  importance  fltould 
have  been  founded. 

We  beg  leave  further  to  reprefent  to  your  majef- 
ty, that,  in  queftions  of  high  national  concern  affeft- 
iog  the  deareft  interefts  of  a ftate,  fpeculation  and  ex- 
periment are  feldom  to  be  juftified: — That  want  of 
forefight  is  want  of  judgment ; and  perfeverance  in 
meafures,  which  repeated  experience  hath  condemn- 
ed, ceafes  to  be  error. 

We  might  appeal  to  the  hiftories  of  all  countries  to 
{hew,  that  force  had  never  been  employed  with  fuc- 
cefs,  to  change  the  opinions  or  convince  the  minds  of 
freemen  j and,  from  the  annal*  of  our  own  in  parti- 
cular 
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cular,  we  learn,  that  the  free  and  voluntary  gifts  of 
the  fubjeft  have  ever  exceeded  the  exactions  of  the 
fword,  ' 

Reftraining  prohibitory  and  penal  laws  have  failed 
to  re-eftablifti  the  public  tranquility  ; and  the  prefent 
ftatc  df  this  unfortunate  difpute  affords  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, that*  as  it  commenced  without  policy,  it  mufl 
be  profecuted  by  means  which  the  natural  and  confti- 
tutional  ftrength  of  Great  Britain  cannot  fupply. 

In  your  Majefty’s  juftice  we  confide  for  a fair  con- 
Rru&ion  of  an  apprehenfion  we  have  conceived,  that 
your  Majefty  hath  been  advifed  to  take  foreign  troops 
into  Britifh  pay,  and  to  raife  and  difeipline  Papifts 
both  in  Ireland  and  Canada,  for  the  purpofe  of  en- 
forcing fubmiflion  to  laws  which  your  Majefty ’sPro- 
teftant  fubjefts  in  America  conceive  to  be  deftruftive 
of  their  liberties,  and  againft  which  they  have  re- 
peatedly petitioned  in  vain. 

Anxious  to  vindicate  the  national  honour,  we  would 
wiliinglytdiferedit  reports  of  flaves  incited  to  infurrec- 
tion,  and.  barbarous  nations  encouraged  to  'take  up 
arms  againft  our  American  brethren  if  they  had  not 
prevailed  without  refutation,  and  filled  the  minds  of 
your  Majefty’s  faithful  fubje&s  with  indignation  and 
horror.  . „ ' 

If  to  thefe  circumftarices  of  peril  and  diftrefs  our 
fears  could  fuggeft  any  addition,  we  might  juftly  ex- 
pe£t  it  from  the  refentment  of  tliofe  powerful  ene- 
mies, who  have  ever  fhewn  a readinefs  to  take  advan- 
tages of  our  internal  commotions,  and  will  joyfully 
embrace  the  otcafion  of  avenging  that  difgrace  they 
fuftained,  during  the  late  glorious  war,  from  the  u- 
hited  arms  of  Great  Britain  and  America’; —and  we 
ihould  indeed  be  reduced  to  defpair,  but  that  we  are 

encouraged 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF 


522 


A.  D.  177J. 


encouraged  to  look  up  to  your  Majefty,  the  common 
father  of  all  your  people,  as  the  happy  inftrument  in 
the  hands  of  Divine  Providence,  which  bringeth  .good 
out  of  evil,  for  reftoring  to  this  diftrafted  empire  the 
bleffings  of  mutual  confidence,  liberty  and  peace. 

For  the  fpeedy  effecting  of  which,  we  moil  hum- 
bly befeech  your  Majefty  to  cauie  hoflilities  to  ceafe 
in  your  Majefty's  colonies  in  America,  and  to  adopt 
fuch  a mode  of  reconciling  this  unhappy  controverfy  as 
may  bed  promote  the  intereft  of  commerce  and  the 
welfare  of  all  your  people. 

(Signed  by  i'i  7 1 perfons.) 


Addrefs  of  a very  numerous  body  of  the  Mer- 
chants and  Traders  of  the  city  of  London,  pre- 
fented  by  a deputation  of  them  to  his  Majefty, 
on  Saturday  the  14th  of  October  1775,  which 
Addrefs  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  receive  very 
gracioufly;  and  the  Gentlemen  of  the  deputa- 
tion had  the  honour  to  kifs  his  Majefty’s  hand. 

To  the  King’s  moll  Excellent  Majefty. 

Moil  Gracious  Sovereign, 

W E your  Majefty’s  faithful  and  loyal  fubjcfls, 
merchants  and  traders  of  the  city  of  London,  filled 
with  the  deepeft  concern  at  the  unjuftifiable  proceed- 
ings of  fome  of  your  Majefty’s  colonies  in  America, 
beg  leave  to  approach  your  royal  throne  to  teftify 
our  entire  difapprobation  and  abhorrence  of  them, 
with  the  moft  folemn  affurances  that  we  will  fupport 
your  Majefty  with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  in  maintain- 
ing the  authority  of  the  legiflature  of  this  country, 
which,  we  conceive,  does  and  ought  to  extend  over 
and  pervade  every  part  of  the  Brkifh  dominions. 

With  regret  and  indignation  we  fee  colonies, 

which 
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which  owe  their  exiftence,  and  every  blefling  that  at- 
tended their  late  profperous  fituation,  to  this  their 
parent  country,  unnaturally  regaTdlefs  of  the  fofter- 
ing  hand  that  raifed  and  fupported  them,  and  affeft- 
ing  diftin&ions  in  their  dependence,  not  founded  in 
law,  or  in  the  conftitution  of  Great  Britain. 

We  are  convinced  by  the  experienced  clemency  of 
your  Majefty’s  government,  that  no  endeavours  will 
be  wanting  to  induce  our  deluded  fellow-fubjefts  to 
return  to  their  obedience  to  that  conftitution  which 
our  anceftors  bled  to  eftablifh,  and  which  has  flou- 
riftted,  pure  and  uninterrupted,  under  the  mild  go- 
vernment of  the  Houfe  of  Hanover. 

May  that  Being,  who  governs  the  univerfe,  fo  di- 
ref!  your  Majefty’s  councils  and  meafures,  that,  from 
the  prefent  confufion,  order  may  arife,  and  peace  a- 
gain  be  reftored. 

That  your  Majefty  may  long  reign  over  an  happy 
and  united  people  is  the  earneft  prayer  of 
May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

Your  Majefty’s  moft  faithful  and  loyal  fubjefts. 

(Signed  by  941  perfons.) 

His  Majeft’smoft  gracious  Speech  to  both  Houfe* 
of  parliament,  on  Thurfday  the  26th  day  of  Oc- 
tober, 1775. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

THE  prefent  fituation  of  America,  and  my  con- 
ftant  defire  to  have  your  advice,  concurrence,  and 
affiftance  on  every  important  occafion,  have  deter- 
mined me  to  call  you  thus  early  together. 

Thofe  who  have  long  too  fuccefsfully  laboured  to 
inflame  my  people  in  America  by  grofs  mifreprefenta- 
tions,  and  to  infufc  into  their  minds  a fyftem  of  opi- 
nions 


'igitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF 


6*4 


a.  b.  tri- 


llions repugnant  to  the  true  conditution  of  the  colo-' 
nies,  and  to  their  fubordinate  relation  to  Great  BriJ 
tain,  now  openly  avow  their  revolt,  hoflility,  and  re- 
bellion. They  have  raifed  troops,  and  are  colled- 
ing  a naval  force;  they  have  feized  the  public  reve- 
nue,and  affumed  to  themfelvcs  legiflative,  executive,/ 
and  judical  powers,  which  they  already  exercife,  inf 
the  mod  arbitrary  manner,  over  the  perfons  and  pro- 
perties of  their  fellow-iubjeds ; and  althougn  many 
of  thefe  unhappy  people  may  dill  retain  their  loyalty? 
and  may  be  too  wife  not  to  fee  the  fatal  confequence 
©f  this  ufurpation,  and  wifti  to  refid  it ; yet  the  tor- 
rent of  violence  has  been  drong  enough  to  compel- 
their  aequiefcence  till  a fufficient  force  dial!  appear  to' 
fupport  them.- 

The  authors  and  promoters  of  this  defperate  con- 
fpiracy  have,  in  the  condud  of  it,  derived  great  ad- 
vantage from  the  difference  of  our  intentions  and 
theirs.  They  meant  only  to  amufe  us  by  vague  ex- 
preffions  of  attachment  to  the  parent  date,  and  the 
dronged  protedations  of  loyalty  to  me,  whild  they 
Xvere  preparing  for  a general  revolt.  On  our  part, 
though  it  was  declared  in  your  lad  feffions,  that  a re- 
bellion exided  within  the  province  of  the  Maffachu-’ 
fett’s-Bay,  yet  even  that  province  we  wiflied  rather  to' 
reclaim  than  to  fubdue.  The  refolutions  of  parlia- 
ment breathed  a fpirit  of  moderation  and  forbearance ; 
conciliatory  proportions  accompanied  the  meafures' 
taken  to  enforce  authority;  and  the  coercive  ads 
were  adapted  to  cafes  of  criminal  combinations  a- 
mongd  fubjeds  not  then  in  arms.  I had  aded  with 
the  fame  temper,  anxious  to  prevent,  if  it  had  been 
poffiblc,  the  effufion  of  the  blood  of  my  fubjeds,  and 
the  calamities  which  are  inseparable  from  a date  ot 

war? 


Digitized  by  Google 


A.  D.  1775.  THE  WAR  IN  AMERICA. 


war;  Hill  hoping  that  my  people  in  America  would 
have  difcerned  the  traiterous  views  of  their  leaders, 
and  have  been  convinced  that  to  be  a fubjeft  of  Great 
Britain,  with  all  its  confequences,  is  to  be  the  freeft 
member  of  any  civil  fociety  in  the  known  world. 

The  rebellious  war  now  levied  is  become  more 
general,  and  is  manifeftly  carried  on  for  the  purpofe 
of  eltablilhing  an  independent  empire.  I need  not 
dwell  upon  the  fatal  effefts  of  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  a 
plan.  The  objeft  is  too  important,  the  fpirit  of  the 
Britilh  nation  too  high,  the  refources  which  God  hath 
blelfed  her  too  numerous,  to  give  up  fo  many  colo- 
nies which  Ihe  has  planted  with  great  induftry,  nurfed 
with  great  tendernefs,  encouraged  with  many  com-: 
mercial  advantages,  and  protected  and  defended 
at  much  expence  of  blood  and  treafure. 

It  is  now  become  the  part  of  wifdom,  and  (in  its 
(Cffe&s)  of  clemency,  to  put  a fpeedy  end  to  thefe  dif- 
prders  by  the  moll  deciffive  exertions.  For  this  pur, 
pofe,  I have  increafed  my  naval  eftablilhment,  and 
have  greatly  augmented  my  land  forces ; but  in  fuch 
a manner  as  may  be  theleaft  burthenfome  to  my  king- 
doms. 

I have  alfo  the  fatisfa&ion  to  inform  you,  that  I 
"have  received  the  moll  friendly  offers  of  foreign  aflift- 
ance ; and  if  I lhall  make  any  treaties  }n  confequence 
thereof,  they  lhall  be  laid  before  you.  And  I have, 
in  tellimony  of  my  affe&ion  for  my  people,  who  can. 
have  no  caufe  in  which  I am  not  equally  interelled, 
fent  to  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon  a 
part  of  my  Electoral  troops,  in  order  that  a large  num- 
per  of  the  eltahlilhed  forces  of  this  kingdom  may  be 
applied  to  the  maintenance  of  its  authority,  and  the 
national  militia  planned  and  regulated  with  equal 
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regard  to  the  rights,  fafety,  and  protection  of  my 
crown  and  people,  may  give  a farther  extent  and  ac- 
tivity to  our  military  operations. 

When  the  unhappy  and  deluded  multitude,  againft 
whom  this  force  will  be  direfted,  {hall  become  fenfible 
of  their  error,  I {hall  be  ready  to  receive  the  milled 
with  tendernefs  and  mercy ; and,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  inconveniences  which  may  arife  from  the  great 
diftance  of  their  fituation,  and  to  remove,  as  foon  as 
poflible,  the  calamities', which  they  fuffer,  I {hall  give 
authority  to  certain  perfons  upon  the  fpot,  to  grant 
general  or  particular  pardons  or  indemnities,  in  fuch 
manner,  and  to  fuch  perfons,  as  they  lhall  think  fit, 
and  to  receive  the  fubmiffion  of  any  province  or  co- 
lony which  lhall  be  difpofed  to  return  to  its  allegi- 
ance. It  may  be  alfo  proper  to  authorife  the  perfons 
fo  commiffioned  to  reftore  fuch  province  or  colony, 
fo  returning  to  its  allegiance,  to  the  free  exercife  of 
its  trade  and  commerce,  and  to  the  fame  prote&ion 
and  fecurity,  as  if  fuch  province  or  colony  had  never 
revolted. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

I have  ordered  the  proper  eftimates  for  the  enfuing 
year  to  be  laid  before  you;  and  I rely  on  your  affec- 
tion to  me,  and  your  refolution  to  maintain  the  juft 
rights  of  this  country,  for  fuch  fupplies  as  die  prcfent 
circumftances  of  our  affairs  require.  Among  the  ma- 
By  unavoidable  ill  confequences  of  this  rebellion,  none 
affeffs  me  more  fenfible  than  the  extraordinary  bur,, 
then  which  it  rnuft  create  to  my  faithful  fubjefts. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  fully  opened  to  you  my  views  and  inten- 
tions. The  conftant  employment  of  my  thoughts,  and 
the  moft  earneft  wilhes  of  my  heart,  tend  wholly  to 

the 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


I 


Engraved  ter  Murrays  History  or' dudmeriam  War. 


GENERAL  CLINTON. 

jyi/ilej  rbr  T Robson,  Jfbvoasde,  upon  $ns. 

/ 

j 

Digitized  by  Googjj: 


A.  D.if75-  THE  WAR  IN  AMERICA.  & 

the  fafety  and  happinefs  of  all  my  people,  and  to  the 
re-eftabliffjnent  of  order  and  tranquility  through  the 
feveral  parts  of  my  dominions,  in  a clofe  connexion 
and  conftitutional  dependence.  You  fee  the  tenden- 
cy of  the  prefent  difordcrs,  and  I have  dated  to  you 
the  meafures  which  I mean  to  purfue  for  fuppreiling 
them.  Whatever  remains  to  be  done,  that  may  far- 
ther contribute  to  this  end,  I commit  to  your  wifdom. 
And  I am  happy  to  add,  that,  as  well  from  the  affu- 
. ranees  I have  received,  as  from  the  general  appear- 
ances of  affairs  in  Europe,  I fee  no  probability  that 
the  meai’ure  which  you  may  adopt  will  be  interrupt- 
ed by  difputcs  with  any  foreign  power. 
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Chap-  IX. 

A Jhort  View  of  American  Affairs , 1775. — The  Invafiort 
of  Canada  by  the  Colonijls. — The  Forts  of  Chamblee 
and  St.  John  taken.— Montreal  taken. — Arnold  ap- 
pears before  Quebec.— General  Montgomery  joins  him. 
The  Seige. — An  Attempt  to  Storm  the  Town. — Mont- 
gomery killed.— Arnold  wounded.— The  Provincials 
retire. 

TIIE  colonies  in  proportion  as  their  hopes  of  ac- 
comodation with  the  mother  country  decreafed, 
grew  more  daring  in  their  enterprifes,  and  extended 
their  views  to  more  diftant  and  remote  confequcnces. 
The  parliament  of  Great  Britain  having  paffed  a law 
eftablilhing  the  Popilh  religion  in  Canada,  greatly 
alarmed  the  colonifts.- — They  confidered  this  law, 
which  went  by  the  name  of  the  Quebec  Aft,  as  a ftra- 
tagem  of  Hate,  intended  to  feduce  the  Papifts  in  Ca- 
nada into  the  deftgns  of  government;  which  were 
to  excite  the  Canadians  to  take  up  arms,  and  fall  up- 
on the  back  fettlements  of  the  New  England  pro- 
vinces. It  appeared  even  to  the  people  at  home  to 
have  this  intention,  and  was  greatly  complained  of  by 
the  true  friends  of  the  conftitutron.  It  was  laid  to  be 
an  infringement  of  the  revolution  fettlement,  and  a 
violation  of  the  King  s coronation  oath,  as  well  as  a 
palpable  fyftem  of  partiality  to  popery  in  the  framers 
of  that  law.  The  whole  of  the  difpute  upon  this  fub- 
jeft  is  fo  well  known,  and  has  been  fo  often  reviewed 
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in  various  publications,  that  I (hall  take  no  more  no- 
tice of  it  on  this  occafion.  The  intentions  of  the  Bri- 
tilh  government  were  perfe&ly  underltood  by  the 
colonilts,  who  purfued  fuch  meafures  as  they  thought 
were  mod  proper  to  render  the  fchemes  of  the  mini- 
ftry  of  none  effeft.  It  was  the  apprehenfion  of  the 
confequences  of  this  bill  that  made  the  colonies  in  op- 
pofition  fo  warmly  addrefs  the  French  inhabitants  of 
Canada,  which  has  been  already  taken  notice  of. 

As  the  good  fuccefs  of  a former  expedition  to  the 
Lakes,  had  given  fpirits  to  the  Americans,  and  Ticon- 
derago  and  Crown  Point  was  now  in  their  hands,  the 
congrefs  was  refolved  to  make  a bold  pulh  for  the 
poffeffion  of  all  Canada;  the  way  to  it  was  open  by 
their  poffefling  the  command  of  the  Lakes,  and  they 
thought  that  if  they  could  accompliih  this  grand  de- 
fign  they  would  in  a great  meafure  emancipate  them- 
felves  from  the  tyranny  of  the  Britifh  government.— 
Such  a meafure,  of  fo  extraordinary  a magnitude  re- 
quired the  mod  ferious  confideration.  They  had  hi- 
therto been  only  Handing  upon  the  defenfive,  and 
endeavouring  to  fupport  what  they  believed  to  be 
their  juft  rights  and  privileges,  againft  the  invafion  of 
an  arbitrary  power,  that  feemed  determined  to  wreft 
that  from  them ; but  this  was  a new  projeft,  and 
carried  the  matter  a great  deal  farther.  It  was  mak- 
ing the  war  offenfive,  and  attacking  the  power  of  the 
Sovereign  in  thofe  parts  where  they  were  not  imme- 
diately concerned.  The  conduft  of  the  colonies  in 
their  former  proceedings  was  fupported  by  every  ftrong 
authority,  and  precedents  the  mod  refpe&able;  op- 
preffion  and  injuftice  in  many  governments  had  been 
oppofed  and  refilled.  But  this  new  proceeding  of 
ihe  cplonilts  was  faid  to  bp  without  precedent.  To 
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fly  in  the  face  of  the  Sovereign,  carry  on  war  in  his 
dominions,  and  invade  a province  to  which  they  could 
lay  no  claim,  nor  pretend  to  any  r'jht,  appeared  fuch 
an  outrage  as  not  only  to  overthrow  every  plea  of 
juftifiable  refiftance,  but  militated  with  the  eftabliflt- 
ed  opinions,  principles,  and  feelings  of  mankind  in  ge- 
neral. 

It  was  alledged  on  the  other  fide,  that  the  dangec 
wasprefling  and  great.  General  Carleton  had  re- 
ceived powers  from  government  of  an  alarming  na- 
ture, and  was  authorized  to  arm  the  Canadians,  and 
to  march  them  out  of  the  country  againft  the  other, 
colonies,  with  a defign  to  reduce  them  to  a ftate  of 
bondage  and  flavery ; and  was  impowered  to  proceed 
even  to  capital  punifhment,  againft  all  thofe,  and  in 
all  places,  whom  he  fhould  judge  rebels  and  oppo- 
fers  of  the  laws.  The  powers  he  had  received  with- 
in his  own  province  were  equally  to  thofe  of  the  mod 
arbitrary  princes  in  Europe,  and  had  been  already 
felt  both  by  the  Englifli  and  French  fubje&s.  Tho\ 
the  Canadians  had  hitherto  refufed  to  be  embodied, 
or  to  march  upon  any  terms  out  of  the  province,  it 
W'as  eafily  perceived,  that  as  foon  as  the  Governor’s 
authority  was  inforced  by  the  arrival  of  troops  from 
England,  that  the  Canadians  would  be  obliged  to 
obey  him  implicit/,  as  well  in  that  as  in  other  mat- 
ters. 

He  had  already  engaged  a confiderable  number  of 
Canadians,  and  other  Indians,  in  his  fervice;  and  if 
his  arms  once  became  predominant,  the  defire  of 
fpoil  would  bring  the  lavages  in  crouds  from  the  re- 
moteft  defarts  to  aflift  him.  Befides,  they  were  per- 
fectly acquainted  with,  and  therefore  had  every  thing 
to  dread  from  the  zeal  and  fpirit  o(  enterprize. 
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and  talents  of  that  able  and  refolute  officer.  In 
fuch  circumftances  they  confidered  it  contrary  to  all 
the  rules  of  reafon  and  prudence  to  wait  till  they 
were  attacked  by  a formidable  force  at  their  backs, 
in  the  very  inftant  that  it  tvould  require  all  their  pow- 
er and  force  to  defend  their  coafts  and  proteft  their 
capital  cities  againft  the  refentment  of  a mighty  power, 
which  they  had  fo  much  provoked  and  offended,  and 
with  whom  they. were  entering  into  a conteft,  arduous 
and  hitherto  untried.  They  alledged  that  it  was  as 
juft  to  prevent  a known  enemy  from  gathering  ftrength 
to  deftroy  them,  when  they  knew  that  he  intended 
their  ruin,  as  it  was  juft  to  defend  themfelves  againft 
them,  when  they  affault  them  ; and  that  tht  prin- 
ciples of  felf-defence  allowed  them  to  take  every 
ftep  which  their  reafon  fuggefted  to  prevent  their 
own  ruin  ; and  that  it  was  lefs  cruel  to  prevent  fuch 
an  evil  than  to  fuffer  it,  if  they  poffibly  could  prevent 
it.  They  faid  that  there  was  no  law  of  nature  or 
reafon,  nor  convention  among  mankind,  by  which  a 
a perfon  was  bound  to  be  a firnple  fpe&ator  while  his 
enemy  was  loading  his  gun  for  his  deftruftion  ; was 
he  to  wait  till  the  execution  was  over,  for  fear  he 
ihould  be  confidered  as  an  aggreli'or  ? Cafes  and 
queftions  of  this  nature,  however  entertaining  in  other 
occafions,  have  no  weight  in  circnmftances  on  which  the 
Fate  of  nations  depend.  Were  they  only  to  feek  are- 
drefs  when  the  favages  had  penetrated  into  their  coun- 
try, and  the  fury  of  the  flames  which  had  confumed 
their  fettlements  were  only  retarded  by  the  blood  of 
their  wives  and  infants  ? 

The  congrefs  were  fenlible  that  they  had  now  pro- 
ceeded fofar  as  would  only  be  juftified  by  the  force 
pf  arms  j for  force  of  argument  had  no  influence  up- 
on 
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on  tbofe  they  had  to  difpute  with.  They  had  already 
drawn  the  fword,  and  the  appeal  was  made.  It  was 
now  too  late  to  turn  back,  and  to  waver  was  certain 
deftru&ion.  Their  fuccefs  now  depended  upon  vi- 
gorous meafures,  which  could  alone  give  fan&ion  to 
their  reftftance,  and  difpofe  the  government  of  Great 
Britain  to  an  accommodation  upon  lenient  terms ; with- 
out this  they  knew  that  they  would  not  only  lofe 
thofe  liberties  for  which  they  contended,  but  all 
their  other  privileges  would  be  at  the  mercy  of  a 
jealous  and  provoked  government.  In  fuch  a fitua- 
tion,  their  moderation  in  the  inftance  of  Canada  they 
imagined  would  be  but  a poor  plea  for  companion  or 
indulgence,  . 

They  were  well  informed  of  the  ftate  of  affairs  in 
Canada,  and  underftood  the  temper  of  the  people  : 
This  laft  gave  them  encouragement  in  the  enterprize 
they  tyerc  ^bout  to  engage  hi.  They  knew  that 
the  French  inhabitants,  excepting  the  nobleffe  and 
clergy,  were  generally  as  much  difcontented  at  the 
fetting  afide  the  Englilh  laws,  aqd  the  introduftion  of 
the  new  fyftem  of  government,  as  the  Britilh  fettlers 
themfelves.  It  appeared  exceeding  probable  that 
this  new  difcontent  co-operating  with  their  rooted  aF 
verfion  which  they  had  to  their  ancient,  proud,  and 
opprelfive  tyrants,  the  Dobleffe,  or  lords  of  the  ma- 
nors, and  the  mortal  dread  which  they  had  of  being 
again  reduced  to  their  former  ftate  of  vaffalage,  would 
incline  them  to  confider  the  provincials  rather  as 
friends  than  invaders,  and  make  them  embrace  fo  fa- 
vourable an  opportunity  of  obtaining  a (hare  of  the 
common  liberty,  which  they  were  contending  for. — 
Though  the  Canadians  were  unacquainted  with  the 
nature  of  the  controverfy,  and  very  little  interefted  ip 
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it,  yet  as  it  appeared  to  be  for  liberty,  and  American 
freedom,  the  name  was  pleafing,  and  likely  to  engage 
their  attention.  It  was  alfo  in  favour  of  the  colonies, 
of  which  Canada  was  a pan. 

It  was  determined  not  to  lofe  the  opportunity  of 
purfuing  this  meafure,  while  the  Britifli  arms  were 
weak,  and  ftmt  up  within  the  town  of  Bofton  : this 
was  confidered  as  a proper  time  for  attempting  the 
reduction  of  the  province  of  Canada.  A body  of  New 
York  militia  and  New  England  troops,  and  fome 
others,  to  the  amount  of  2000  men,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  Generals  Schuyler  and  Montgomery, 
Were  appointed  for  this  fervice.  Batteaux  and  flat- 
boats  were  built  at  Ticonderago  and  Crown  Point,  to 
convey  the  troops  along  Lake  Champlain  to  the  river 
Sorrel,  which  forms  the  entrance  into  Canada,  and 
is  compofed  of  the  furplus  waters  of  the  Lakes, 
which  it  difeharges  into  the  river  St.  Laurence,  and 
would  afford  an  agreeable  communication  betwixt 
that  river  and  the  lakes,  were  it  not  on  account  of 
the  rapidity  in  fome  parts  that  obftru&s  the  naviga- 
tion. The  Sorrel  runs  a courfe  of  69  miles,  and  falls 
into  the  river  St.  Laurence  in  latitude  46.  10.  Ion.  72. 
25- 

General  Montgomery,  who  was  at  Crown  Point, 
had  received  intelligence,  that  a fchooner  of  fome 
confiderable  force,  with  other  armed  veffels  which 
lay  at  St.  John’s  on  the  river  Sorrel,  were  making 
ready  to  enter  the  Lake,  and  were  intended  to  ob- 
flruft  the  paffage  of  the  provincials.  Upon  receiving 
this  information,  tho’  he  had  not  the  half  of  the  forces 
that  were  intended  for  this  expedition,  he  proceeded 
with  thofe  which  he  had  to  the  ifle  of  Noix,  which 
lies  in  the  entrance  of  the  river,  and  took  neceffary 
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meafures  to  guard  againft  the  paffage  of  tliefe  vef- 
fels  into  the  Lakes.  General  Schuyler,  who  was  at 
that  time  chief  in  command,  having  arrived  at  Albany, 
the  two  generals  publifhed  a declaration  to  en- 
courage and  perfuade  the  Canadians  to  join  them,, 
and  with  this  expectation  marched  on  to  the  Fort  of 
St.  John,  which  lies  only  about  twelve  miles  from 
the  above-mentioned  ifland.  Having  taken  a view  of 
the  fort  at  fome  fmall  diftance,  they  perceived  figna- 
turcs  of  ftrong  refiftance,  which  made  them  land  at  a 
confiderable  diftance  in  a W'oody  country,  full  of  deep 
fwamps,  and  interfeCled  with  creeks  and  waters.  In 
this  fituation  they  were  attacked  by  a confiderable 
body  of  Indians,  who  did  not  negleCt  to  take  hold  of 
the  advantages  which  the  fituation  afforded  them. — 
Thefe  two  circumftances  concurring,  namely,  the  ap- 
parent flrength  of  the  fort,  and  the  refiftance  of  the 
Indians,  determined  them  to  return  to  their  former 
ftation  in  the  ifland,  and  to  wait  till  the  arrival  of  the 
artillery  and  reinforcements,  which  were  expected. 

Schuyler  upon  this  returned  to  Albany,  to  con- 
clude a treaty  with  the  Indians  in  thefe  parts  which 
lie  had  been  negociating  for  fome  time  paft  j but 
being  thro’  illnefs  unable  to  return,  the  whole  weight 
of  the  war  fell  upon  General  Montgomery”  This 
gentleman  was  molt  eminently  qualified  for  military 
fervice ; though  p'erhaps  this  expedition  required 
the  mmoft  reach  of  all  his  abilities.  His  firft  meafure 
was  to  detach  from  the  fcrvice  of  General  Carleton 
thofe  Indians  who  had  joined  them,  and  being 
ftrengthened  by  the  arrival  of  his  reinforcements' 
and  artillery,  he  prepared  to  lay  fiege  to  the  fort  of 
St.  John.  This  fort  was  garrifoned  by  the  greater 
part  of  the  7th  and  26th'  regiments,  being  nearly  all 
* the 
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the  regular  troop*  then  in  Canada;  and  was  well  pro- 
vided with  ftores,  ammunition,  and'artillery. 

The  parties  of  the  provincials  were  fpread  over 
the  adjacent  country,  and  were  every  where  well  re- 
ceived by  the  Canadians,  who,  befides  joining  them 
in  great  numbers,  gave  every  poffible  affiftance,  whe- 
ther in  carrying  on  the  fiege,  removing  their  artillery, 
or  fupplying  them  with  provifions  and  neceffiiries. 
While  matters  were  in  this  fituation,  the  famous 
.Ethan  Allen,  who  without  any  commiffion  from  the 
congrefs  had  a principal  lliare  in  the  original  expedi- 
tion to  the  lakes,  and  the  taking  of  the  forts  ; and 
wholince,  under  the  title  of  colonel,  feeins  rather  to 
have  afted  as  one  of  the  party,  than  as  a perfon  obe- 
dient to  any  regular  command,  had  a mind  to  figna- 
lize  himfelf,  by  furprizing  the  town  and  garrifon  of 
Montreal.  He  undertook  this  hazardous  enterprize 
at  the  head  of  a fmall  party  of  provincials  and  Cana, 
dians,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  commander  in 
chief,  or  the  affiftance  which  he  might  have  procured 
from  fome  of  the  other  detached  parties.  The 
event  was  unfuccefsful  as  the  undertaking  was  raffi. 
The  militia,  fupported  by  a few  regular  troops  under 
the  command  of  fome  Englifh  officers  met  the  adven- 
turer at  fome  diftance  from  the  town,  defeated  his 
troops,  and  took  himfelf  prifoner,  with  forty  others ; 
the  reft  of  his  party  efcaped  into  the  woods.  Allen 
and  his  fellow  prifoner*  were  by  the  orders  of  Gene- 
ral Carleton  loaded  with  chains,  and  in  that  condition 
fent  a-board  a man  of  war  to  England.  They  were 
however  afterwards  fent  back  to  America,  for  what 
realon  is  not  particularly  affirmed. 

The  progrefi  of  the  fiege  of  St.  John  was  for 
fome  time  retarded  for  want  of  ammunition  fufficicnc 
Yyy  for 
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for  fuch  an  operation.  Of  all  which  none  were  more 

neceffary  than  powder  and  ball. 1 he  fort  of  S'. 

John's,  which  commands  the  entrance  into  Canada, 
could  not  be  reduced  without  a fuitable  provifion  of 
this  fort.  General  Montgomery  by  a fortunate  event 
was  delivered  from  this  difficulty.  A little  fort  called 
Chamblee,  lay  deep  inthe  country,  and  feemed  cover- 
ed by  St.  John’s.  It  was  garrifoned  by  a fmall  de- 
tachment of  the  feventh  regiment,  and  was  in  a fiate 
not  fit  for  enduring  a fiege.  The  General  turned  his 
attention  firft  to  this  lort,  and  by  puffiing  forward  a 
party  joined  by  fome  Canadians,  he  eafily  became 
mafter  of  the  place.  Here  he  found  confiderablc 
{lore,  but  the  article  of  the  greateft  confequence  was 
gun-powder,  which  they  were  greatly  diftreffed  for, 

and  of  which  they  took  about  1 20  barrels. This 

acquifition  facilitated  the  fiege  of  St.  John  s,  which 
had  been  for  fome  time  in  a great  meafure  interrupted 
for  want  of  ammunition. 

The  garrifon  of  St.  John’s,  under  the  command  of 
Major  Preftou,  amounted  to  between  6 and  700 
men,  of  which  about  five  hundred  were  regulars,  and 
the  reft  Canadian  volunteers,  ft  hey  endured  the  dif- 
ficulties of  a very  hard  fiege,  and  fuffered  the  hard- 
ftiips  attending  it,  augmented  by  a fcarcity  of  provi- 
fions,  with  unremitting  fteadfaftnefs  and  refolution.  - 
In  the  mean  time  General  Carleton  was  indefatigable 
in  his  endeavours  to  raife  fuflicient  forces  lor  its  re- 
lief. Attempts  were  alfo  made  by  Colonel  M Clean 
for  raifing  a Scotch  regiment,  under  the  title  of  Royal 
Highland  Emigrants,  to  be  compofed  of  natives  of 
that  country,  who  had  lately  arrived  in  America,  and 
who,  in  confequence  of  the  troubles,  had  not  obtained 

lettlements.  The  colonel  with  thefe  and  fome  Cana, 

dians, 
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dians,  to  the  amount  of  a hundred  men,  was  ported 
hear  the  junftion  of  the  Sorrel  with  the  river  St. 
Lawrence.  General  Carleton  ufed  his  utmoft  dili- 
gence to  elfeirt  a junction  with  Colonel  M‘C!ean,  and 
then  to  march  to  the  relief  of  St.  John’s;  but  his  pur- 
pofe  was  frurtrated,  and  his  defign  tendered  abor- 
tive by  the  activity  and  vigilance  of  the  provincials, 
— He  was  attacked  atLoftgueil,  in  attempting  to  pafs' 
over  From  the  ifland  6f  Montreal,  by  a party  of  pro- 
vincials, who  eafily  repulfed  the  Canadians,  and  fru- 
ftrated  his  whole  defign*  Another  party  had  pufhed 
M‘Clean  towards  the  mouth  of  the  Sorrel,  where 
the  Canadians  having  received  advice  of  the  gover- 
nor’s defeat, 'immediately  abandoned  him  to  a man, 
and  he  was  under  the  neceflity  of  making  the  beft  of 
his  way  to  Quebec  with  his  Royal  Scotch  Emigrants.  1 
— rThe  provincials  on  this  occafion  were  extremely  ac- 
tive, and  took  every  opportunity  that  might  be 
thought  neceflary  to  crown  this  expedition  with  flic*  ’ 
cefs  ; their  contrivances,  and  their  attempts  to  exe- 
cute them,  were  equally  furprizing.  Upon  M‘Clean’s 
retreat  to  Quebec,  the  party  who  had'  reduced  him  ' 
to  that  necelfity,  immediately  erefted  batteries  on  a 
point  of  land  at  the  junction  of  the  Sorrel  with  the  ' 
river  St.  Lawrence,  with  a defign  to  prevent  a num- 
ber of  armed  veflels  which  General-  Carleton  had  at  • 
Montreal,  from  efcaping  down  the  river.  They  alfo 
uonrtrinrted  armed  rafts,  and  floating  batteries  for  the 
fame  purpofe.  Thefe  tneafures  cfteftually  prevented 
the  paflage  of  General  Carleton* s armament  to  Que- 
bec, which  were  not  only  defeated  in  fev6ral  attempts, 
but  purfued,  attacked,  and  driven  from  their 
anchor  up  the  river  by  the  provincials  ; fo  that  as 
General  Montgomery  approached  Montreal  immedi- 
ately 
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atcly  after  the  furrender  of  St.  John's,  the  gover- 
nor’s flotation,  whether  in  town  or  a-board  the  vef- 
fels,  became  dangerous  and  critical.  General  Carle- 
ton  on  this  oceafion  needed  all  his  military  fagacity 
and  fortitude  j his  condition  was  truly  critical  and  a- 
larming,  for  it  appeared  fcarcely  poffible  that  he  could 
efeape  the  drift  watch  of  a people  whofe  inhered 
depended  fo  much  in  the  ruin  of  fa  inveterate  an  ene- 
my. 

- This  danger  was  increafed  by  the" arrival  of  Gene- 
ral Montgomery  at  Montreal,  where  a capitulation 
was  propofed  by  the  principal  French  and  Euglifh  in- 
habitants, including  a fort  of  general  treaty,  which 
Montgomery  refufed,  as  they  were  in  no  Hate  of  de- 
fence to  entitle  them  to  a capitulation,  and  were  on 
their  fide  unable  to  fulfil  the  conditions.  He  howe- 
ever  fent  them  a written  anfwer,  in  which  he  declared 
that  the  continental  army  having  a generous  difdain 
of  every  aft  of  oppreffion  and  violence,  and  having 
come  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  giving  them  liberty 
and  fecurity  j — he  therefore  engaged  his  honour  to 
maintain  in  the  peaceable  pofleflion  of  their  property 
of  every  kind,  the  individuals  and  religious  communi- 
ties of  the  city  of  Montreal.  He  alfo  engaged  for 
the  maintenance  of  all  the  inhabitants  in  the  free  ex- 
ercife  of  their  religion,  and  exprefled  his  hopes,  that 
the  civil  and  religious  rights  of  all  the  Canadian* 
would  be  ellablilhed  upon,  the  mod  permanent  foot- 
ing by  a provincial  congrefs.  He  promifedthat  courts 
of  jiiftice  Ihould  be  fpeedily  eftablifiied  upon  the  mod 
liberal  plan,  conformable  to  the  Britifh  conflitution  ; 
and  he  in  general  complied  with  other  articles,  fo  far 
as  they  were  in  his  powder,  and  confident  in  him  to 
grant.  This  fecurity  being  given  to  the  people,  his 

troops 
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troops  took  poffclfion  of  the  town  upon  the  thirteenth 
of  November. 

. It  was  now  that  fcafon  of  the  year  when  troops  in- 
ftead  of  marching  to  invert  cities,  and- commence  formal 
fieges,  ufually  go  into  winter  quarters ; and  in  fuch  a 
climate  as  Canada  this  ftep  appeared  moreefpeciallyne- 
ceffary. — Thefnows  here  are  generally  deep  and  the 
frofts  fevere,  that  it  is  impoflible  for  an  army  to  carry 
along  with  them  allthofe  implements  of  war,  which  are' 
neceflary  for  befieging  caftles  or  rtorming  cities.  It  is 
even  a talk  beyond  the  ordinary  efforts  of  nature,  for 
troops  to  march  in  that  feafon  of  the  year  in  fuch  a wild 
and  uncultivated  country,  where  the  woods  are  fo  ex- 
tenfive,  the  thickets  almoft  impenetrable,  and  the 
fwamps  fo  numerous.  It  required  an  uncommon  rc- 
folution,  as  well  as  an  extraordinary  ftrength  of  body, 
to  endure  the  toil  and  fatigue  that  attended  fuch  an 

expedition. Nothing  but  an  ardent  inclination  to 

fuppprt  the  caufe  of  liberty  could  have  fupported  this 
tmall  army  under  the  many  difadvantages  that  were  in 
their  way.  The  inhabitants  of  Canada  muft  have  in 
general  wilhed  well  to  this  enterprize,  otherwife  it 
was  in  their  power  to  have  crulhed  it  in  its  firft  open- 
ing ; tho’  they  did  not  enter  heartily  into  it,  yet  it  is 
manifeft  that  they  wilhed  it  to  fucceed,  rather  than 
defired  it  might  fail  of  fuccels. 

Nothing  now  could  afford  the  flightert  hope  of  the 
prefervation  of  Canada,' except  the  fcafon  of  the  year ; 
it  was  this  which  alone  gave  hope  of  its  prefervation 
to  government.  It  appears  fomewhat  extraordinary 
that  the  provincials  did  not  begin  their  operations 
fooner  in  the  fummer  j for  had  they  had  three 
months  of  good  weather  before  them,  there  W'as  the 
greatert  reaibn  to  conclude  that  they  would  have  be- 
come. 
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come  matters  of  all  Canada.  It  has  not  yet  been  as- 
certained whether  this  negleff  happened  thro’  wrant 
of  ability,  or  proceeded  from  difference  of  opinion 
in  the  managers  of  public  affairs  ; it  was  however  un- 
fortunate for  their  deiign  of  becoming  mailers  of  Ca- 
nada, that  they  did  not  fet  out  three  months  fooner 
upon  this  expedition.  As  a balance  to  this  difadvan* 
tage,  there  were  but  few  forces  belonging  to  the  go- 
vernment in  Canada;  and  the  taking  of  General 
Carleton,  which  feemed  almoft  certain,  would  have 
rendered 'the  reduff  ion  of  Canada  exceedingly  eafy. — 

A particular  accident,  which  was  fortunate  for  Ge- 
neral Carleton,  determined  this  matter  otherwife 

At  that  time  all  hopes  of  armed  veffels  being  able  to 
get  down  the  river  were  given  up ; and  when  Mont- 
gomery was  preparing  batteaux  with  light  artillery 
at  Montreal  to  attack  them  on  that  fide,  and  force 
them  down  upon  the  batteries,  means  werefuccefsful- 
ly  ufed  to  convey  the  governor  in  a dark  night  in  a 
boat  with  muffled  paddles  pall  the  enemies  guards  and 
batteries,  to  Quebec,  where  he  arrived  in  fafety. — 
This  was  a fortune  incident  for  government,  but  a 
mod:  unlucky  one  for  the  provincial  adventurers, who 
provided  they  had  got  the  Governor  into  their  pow- 
er, would  have  eafily  brought  over  all  Canada  to 
their  views  of  liberty. 

But  to  return  to. the  fiege  of  St.  John’s,  which  was 
carried  on  with  great  vigour,  and  had  been  attended 
with  better  fuccefs  than  the  adventurers  had  reafon 
to  expeff.  The  works  were  advanced  near  the  bo- 
dy of  the  fort,  and  all  things  prepared  for  a general 
affault.  This  would  have  probably  been  a very  dan- 
gerous as  well  as  a fruitlefs  enterprife,  confiderirtg  ■ 
the  goodnefs  of  the  troops  within  the  fort,  and  the 
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weaknefsof  the  affailants.  Major  Preftonwas  a good 
officer,  and  his  men  were  regular  troops,  and  under- 
ftoodthe  military  exercife  to  a great  exafinefs; — he 
was  determined  to  defend  the  fort  to  the  laft  extre- 
mity, which  would  have  made  the  capture  dear  to  the 
bcliegers.  In  this  fituation  of  affairs,  an  account  of 
the  fuccefs  at  Longueii,  accompanied  with  the  prifon- 
'ers  arrived  at  the  camp,  upon  which  General  Mont- 
gomery fent  a flag  and  a letter  by  one  of  them  to  Ma- 
jor Preffon,  wherein  he  fignifted  his  hopes  that  as  all 
means  of  relief  were  cut  off  by  the  Governor’s  defeat, 
he  would  by  a timely  furrender  of  the  fort,  prevent 
the  further  effufion  of  blood,  which  a fruitlefs  and 

obffinate  defence  muff  neceffarily  occafion. This 

greatly  daggered  the  major’s  refolution,  and  brought 
him  to  a parley,  which  had  he  been  as  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  Hate  of  the  country  and  his  enemy’s  force, 
as  he  might  have  been,  he  would  certainly  have  re- 
fufed;  for  as  he  had  near  700  regular  troops  in  the 
fort,  well  appointed  and  furnilhed  with  a fufheient 
quantity  of  ammunition,  he  might  have  refilled  the 
force  of  double  the  number  of  his  own  troops,  efpe- 
cially  as  the  beffegerswere  but  raw  and  inexperienced, 
and  not  well  appointed  for  carrying  on  a flege.  it 
appears  to  have  been  the  general  misfortune  of  the 
Brivifli  Governors  in  America,  and  the  officers  ferving 
under  them,  that  they  were  unacquainted  with  the 
date  ot  the  country,  and  rhe  difpofition  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. This  muff  have  proceeded  either  from  want 
of  capacity,  or  from  want  of  attention  to  their  duty. 
Jt  would  have  certainly  been  an  eafy  matter  for  the 
fervants  of  government  to  have  been  acquainted  with, 
the  whole  proceedings  of  the  inhabitants  within  the 
circle  of  their  adminiffration,  and  by  that  means  have 

had 
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had  it  in  their  power  to  have  guarded  againft:  and 
prevented  being  furprized  by  any  attack  from  the  af- 
iembling  of  the  fubje&s.  When  government  intend- 
ed to  impofe  fuch  obnoxious  laws  upon  the  colonifts, 
they  ought  firft  to  have  known  their  difpofitions,  and 
in  cafe  that  they  found  them  averfe  to  compliance, 
have  fecured  their  obedience  by  fuch  found  fteps  of 
policy  as  would  have  anfwered  their  own  intentions* 

To  be  furprized  by  their  own  fubje&s,  argued  a real 
want  of  underftanding  of  the  difpofition  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  a deficiency  of  political  forecaft  with  re- 
gard to  the  means  of  executing  their  new  laws.-*-.— 
Both  General  Carleton  and  Major  Prcfton,  ought  to 
have  informed  themfelves  of  every  ftep  that  the  colo- 
nies were  taking,  and  to  have  acquainted  government 
with  the  real  flotation  of  the  country.  Two  things 
appear  obvious  in  the  hiftory  of  the  proceedings  of 
government,  that  they  either  never  intended  to  in- 
force  their  new  laws,  or  that  they  were  totally  infa- 
tuated with  regard  to  the  means  of  rendering  them 
cffe&ualj  for  if  they  had  fludied  for  an  age  to  ex- 
pofe  their  own  weaknefs,  they  could  not  have  taken 
more  effe&ual  methods  to  have  done  it  than  thofe 
they  purfued.  The  troubles  in  America  have  prin- 
cipally arifen  from  either  the  felfiflineis  or  incapacity 
of  the  Governors  in  thofe  parts,  who  either  were 
conflantly  purfuing  their  own  interefts  without  mind- 
ing either  the  affairs  of  government  or  the  people, 
or  were  perfons  preferred  to  thofe  polls  by  the  inte- 
reft  of  friends,  without  having  a Angle  qualification  t 
fcf  the  office  they  were  preferred  to.  It  has  long 
been  a miffaken  opinion  prevailing  in  the  mother 
country,  that  fuch  as  are  not  qualified  for  offices  at 
home,  may  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  colony  adminillra. 
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tion;  from  this  idea  has  the  governments  abroad  in 
the  colonies  been  fupplied  with  both  the  weakeft  and 
the  word  of  men. 

Major  Prefton  endeavoured  to  obtain  a few  days 
time  in  hopes  of  fome  relief;  but  this  was  refufed,  on 
account  of  the  latenefs  and  feverity  of  the  feafon : he 
alfo  endeavoured  in  fettling  the  terms  of  capitulation, 
to  obtain  liberty  for  the  garrifon  to  depart  for  Great 
Britain,  which  proved  equally  unfuccefsful,  and  they 
were  obliged,  after  being  allowed  the  honours  of 
war,  on  account  of  their  brave  defence,  to  lay  down 

their  arms,  and  furrender  themfelves  prifoners. 

They  were  allowed  their  baggage  and  effects,  the  of- 
ficers to  wear  their  fwords,  and  their  other  arms  to 
be  preferred  for  them  till  the  troubles  were  at  an  end. 
— General  Montgomery,  in  all  tranfaftions  with  the 
King’s  troops,  wrrit,  fpoke,  and  behaved  with  {hat 
attention,  regard,  and  politenefs,  to  both  private  men 
and  officers,  which  might  be  expetted  from  a man 
of  honour  and  integrity,  who  found  himfelf  involv- 
ed in  an  unhappy  quarrel  with  his  friends  and  coun- 
trymen. Such  behaviour  was  no  more  than  what  all 
who  were  pcrfonally  acquainted  with  that  officer, 
would  always  have  expedited  of  him;  All  the  prifon- 
ers who  were  taken  at  this  time,  were  fent  up  the 
Lakes,  by  way  of  Ticonderago,  to  thofe  inland  parts 
of  the  colonies,  which  were  bell  adapted  for  their 
deception,  and  provifion.  The  provincials  found  in 
this  fort  a confidcrable  quantity  of  artillery  and  ufeful 
(lores,  necefiary  for  carrying  on  the  enterprile  they 
were  now  engaged  in;  The  fuccefs  of  this  expedi- 
tion had  hitherto  fucceeded  beyond  the  moft  fanguine 
hopes  of  the  adventurers,  and  their  good  fortune  in 
what  they  had  attempted  pulhed  them  on  to  achier- 
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mcnts  altogether  beyond  their  ftrength.  Their  fuc- 
cefs  upon  the  Lakes  feduced  them  into  an  opinion  of 
reducing  the  city  of  Quebec  to  the  obedience  of  the 
congrefs,  and  they  feem  to  hare  both  forgotten  and 
defpifed  the  danger*  and  fatigues  of  an  inclement  fea- 
fon,  thro’  the  hopes  of  finilhing  with  glory  fo  import- 
ant an  enterprife.  The  provincials  had  now  the 
whole  command  of  the  lakes.  General  Prcfcot  had 
been  obliged  to  enter  into  a capitulation  with  them, 
by  which  the  whole  of  the  river’s  naval  force,  confid- 
ing of  eleven  armed  velfcls,  was  furrendered  into 
their  hands.  General  Prefcot,  with  feveral  officers, 
andfome  gentlemen  of  the  civil  department,  Canadi- 
an volunteers,  with  1 20  Engliffi  foldiers,  all  of  whom 
had  taken  refuge  on  board  the  veflels  upon  the  ap- 
proach of  General  Montgomery  were  made  prifon- 
ers  of  war.  Tho*  the  rapid  fuccefs  of  Montgomery 
was  not  at  that  time  blazoned  with  miniderial  figures 
of  embelliffiment  in  the  Gazette,  yet  there  has  no- 
thing during  the  courfe  of  this  unfortunate  war  been 
carried  on  with  more  addrefs,  and  fupported  with 
greater  energy,  than  this  enterprife.  The  humanity  - 
of  the  commander,  and  the  regularity  of  the  troops, 
would  have  done  honour  to  the  molt  legal  military 
corps,  and  their  fortitude  in  combating  dangers  and 
fatigues  fets  them  forth  in  a point  of  view  which  he- 
roes need  not  be  afhamed  of.  Feats  of  a much  infe- 
rior nature  have  been  in  our  government  accounts 
extolled  with  the  higheft  flrains  of  hyperbole,  while 
the  epithets  of  cowardice  and  rebellion  have  been  gi- 
ven this  bold  and  daring  expedition.  It  is  not  the 
province  of  a hiftorian  to  determine  what  is  rebelli- 
on; this  muff  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  after  ages, 
who  will  determine  with  more  impartiality  than  the 
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prefent  concerning  the  charafter  of  American  refin- 
ance. There  have  been  fome  grand  rebellions  in 
times  pall  recorded  in  the  Englifli  hiftory,  which 
have  changed  their  names  in  thofe  of  Revolu- 
tions, and  are  now  adorned  with  the  epithet  glorious, 
which  according  to  the  principles  now  in  vogue  a- 
jnong  courtiers,  would  have  been  ftigmatized  with  the 

name  rebellion  had  they  been  unluccefsful. It  is 

time  that  mull  declare  which  of  the  two  this  American 

refifiance  belongs  to. Perhaps  an  hundred  years 

hence  what  we  account  rebellion,  will  in  the  hiftory 
of  America  be  eyciept  a Revolution.  Shall  it  prove  in 
the  end  unfuccefsful,  it  mull  continue  in  the  language 
and  ftile  of  date  politicians,  a grand  rebellion. 

"While  Montgomery  and  his  troops  were  carrying 
on  the  war  in  upper  Canada,  from  New  York,  by  the 
old  beaten  courfe  of  the  Lakes,  an  expedition,  diftin- 
guifhed  by  its  novelty,  fpirit  of  enterprife,  the  difficul- 
ties that  oppofed  it,  and  the  conflancy  maintained  in 
its  execution,  was  undertaken  direftly  againft  the 
lower  part  of  the  province  of  Quebec,  from  the  New 
England  fide,  by  a route  that  had  hitherto  been  un» 
explored,  and  confidered  as  impracticable.  About 
the  midlt  of  September,  Colonel  Arnold,  at  the  head 
of  two  regiments,  confiding  of  about  1100  men, 
marched  from  the  camp  near  Bofton  to  Newport,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Merrimack,  where  vefl'cis 
were  ready  to  carry,  them  to  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Kennebec,  in  New-Hampfhire,  a voyage  of  about  forty 
leagues.  Upon  the  twenty  fecond  of  the  fame  month, 
they  embarked  their  dores  and  troops  at  Gardiner’s 
Town,  on  the  Kennebec;  and  proceeded  with  great 
difficulty  up  that  river.  The  Kennebec  has  a rapid 
ftrcain,  and  its  bottom  and  fliores  on  many  places  arc 
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rocky,  the  navigation  is  continually  interrupted  by  falls, . 

and  the  carrying  places  are  exceedingly  difficult. 

In  this  paffage  thebatteaux  were  frequemlyfilled  with 
water,  and  overfet,  in  confequence  of  which  a part  of 
their  arms,  ammunition,  and  provifions,  were  forner 
times  loft.  Betides  the  labour  of  loading  and  re-load- 
ing at  the  carrying  places,  they  were  obliged  to  car- 
ry the  boats  upon  their  (houlders.  The  great  carry- 
ing place  was  about  twelve  miles  a-crofs,  which  was 
attended  with  much  labour  and  fatigue.  That  part 
of  the  detachment  which  was  employed  in  managing 
the  batteaux,  marched  along  the  banks  of  the  river, 
and  the  boats  and  men  being  difpofed  in  three  divi- 
fions,  each  divifion  encamped  together  every  night. — 
The  march  by  land  was  not  more  eligible  than  the 

paffage  by  water. They  had  thick  woods,  deep 

fwamps,  difficult  mountains  and  precipices,  alternate- 
ly to  encounter,  and  were  upon  occafions  obliged  to 
cut  their  way  through  the  thickets  for  miles  together. 
At  the  carrying  places  they  were  obliged  to  traverfe 
the  fame  ground  twice  over,  heavy  loaded.  From  all 
thefe  impediments  their  progrefs  was  of  courfe  very 
flow,  travelling  in  general  only  from  four  or  five  to 
nine  or  ten  miles  a- day.  The  conftant  and  fevere  fa- 
tigue caufed  many  of  them  to  fall  fick,  which  added 
to  their  hardfhips;— and  provifions  grew  at  lad  fo 
fcarce,  that  fome  of  the  men  eat  their  dogs,  andwhat- 
ever  elfe  of  any  kind  could  be  converted  into  food. — 
When  they  arrived  at  the  head  of  the  Kennebec, 
which  is  upwards  of  an  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from 
Gardiner’s  Town,  and  according  to  their  way  of  tra- 
velling muff  have  been  much  more,  they  fent  back 
their  fick,  and  one  of  the  colonels  took  that  oppor- 
tunity of  reluming  with  his  whole  divifion,  under  the 
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pretence  of  the  fcarcity  of  provifions.  This  was  done 
without  the  confent  of  the  commander  in  chief,  who 
bad  marched  forward  to  explore  the  way.  By  this 
defertion,  and  the  fick  that  were  returned,  Arnold’s 
detachment  was  reduced  to  about  one-third  from  its 
original  number.  They  however  proceeded  with  their 
ufual  constancy,  and  having  crofted  the  heights  ofland 
which  are  ridges  of  mountains  that  extend  quite  thro* 
the  continent,  called  heights,  they  at  laft  arrived  at  the 
head  of  river  Chandiece,  which  runs  thro*  Canada, 
and  falls  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  near  Quebec. — 
This  ridge  of  little  hills  feems  to  be  the  middle  of  the 
continent  in  thofe  parts  ; for  as  foon  as  you  come  to 
the  top  of  the  heights,  the  rivers  run  towards  north, 
as  they  do  on  this  lide  towards  the  fouth.  This  little 
army  had  ltilj  a great  way  to  march,  tho’  the  great- 
eft  hardlhips  were  now  over  ; they  were  now  arrived 
at  the  inhabited  part  of  Canada,  where  they  found 
provifions.  On  the  third  day  of  November  an  ad. 
vunced  party  returned  with  provifions,  and  they  foon 
after  came  to  an  houfe,  which  was  the  firft  they  had 
(eenfor  thirty-one  days,  having  fpent  the  whole  time 
in  traverfing  a hideous  wildernefs,  without  ever  fet- 
ing an  human  face,  except  thofe  of  their  own  party. 
Their  march  from  the  mouth  of  the  Kennebec,  was 
almoft  (freight  north,  where  they  were  approaching 
nearer  to  the  pole  every  ftage,  and  encountering  a 
fevere  winter  in  a cold  climate.  They  had  from  their 
taking  drip  at  Bofton,  in  ths  middle  of  September  tra- 
velled 365  miles  dire&ly  north,  fuppofing  they  had 
travelled  in  a direct  line, — but  coniidering  the  many 
turnings  and  windings  in  their  journey,  it  may  well 
be  fuppofed  that  they  marched  near  double  that  num- 
ber of  miles. 
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The  Canadians  received  them  with  the  fame  good 
will  that  Montgomery  and  his  corps  were  received  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Montreal ; they  fupplied  them 
liberally  with  all  forts  of  provilions  and  neceffaries, 
and  rendered  them  every  other  affidance  in  their  pow- 
er. Arnold  publifhed  immediately  an  addrefs  to  the 
people  figned  by  General  Walhington,  of  the  fame  na- 
ture with  that  which  had  been  iflued  before  by  Ge- 
neral Schuyler  and  Montgomery.  They  were  invited 
to  join  with  the  other  colonies  in  an  indifToluble  uni- 
on, and  to  range  themfelves  under  the  dandard  of  li- 
berty. They  were  informed  in  this  addrefs  that  the 
armament  was  not  fent  into  the  province  to  plunder, 
but  to  proteft  and  animate  them  ; — that  they  them- 
felves were  injoincd  to  aft,  and  to  confider  themfelves 
as  in  the  country  of  their  bed  friends  ; that  they  were 
therefore  requeded  not  to  defert  their  habitations, 
nor  to  fly  from  their  friends,  but  to  provide  them  with 
fuch  fupplies  as  their  country  afforded  ; and  he  pled- 
ged himfelf  for  their  fafety  and  fecurity,  as  well  as  for 
an  ample  and  fatisfaftory  compenfation.  The  recep- 
tion which  thefe  adventurers  met  with  from  the  Ca- 
nadians, fhew  plainly  thnt  the  Englilh  governors  and 
new  laws  were  not  popular  nor  acceptable  among 
them  ; that  provided  the  fcalc  Ihould  have  preponder- 
ated in  favour  of  the  colonifls,  they  would  not  have 
been  averfe  to  join  the  affociation.  This  is  not  very 
unlike  the  fubdance  of  the  petition  that  was  fent  from 
Canada  to  obtain  an  edablilhment  of  the  French  laws, 
and  a repeal  of  the  Englilh  trials  by  juries. 

The  city  of  Quebec  was  at  this  time  in  a date  of 
great  weaknefs,  as  well  as  internal  difcontent  and  dif- 
order.  The  Britilh  merchants  and  inhabitants  had 
been  for  a long  time  much  difgudcd  and  diffatisfied--- 
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They  had  oppafed  the  Quebec  aft,  and  fent  petitions 
to  England  upon  that  fubjeft,  which  had  been  griev* 
oufly  refented  by  their  own  government,  and  from 
that  period  they  faid  they  had  been  not  only  flighted 
and  treated  with  indifference,  but  even  regarded  with 
an  apparent  eye  of  diflruft  and  fufpicion.  They  com- 
plained that  as  the  great  political  objeft  in  that  coun-  • 
try  was  to  attach  the  native  Canadians  inviolably  to 
government,  fo  the  French  nobleffe  and  civil  officers 
became,  except  the  Britifh  military,  the  only  favour- 
ites, and  thefe  having  acquired  the  manners  and  affec- 
tions of  all  other  courtiers  and  favourites,  fuffered  no 
occalion  to  pafs  of  infulting  the  Englifli  as  malecon- 
tents,  with  the  violence  of  their  zeal  and  the  outrage- 
oufnefs  of  their  loyalty.  They  reprefented  that  thele 
new  courtiers  induftrioufly  brought  in  queffions  upon 
public  affairs  and  difeourfes  upon  government  in  their 
company,  and  then  conftrued  that  freedom  which  the 
native  Englifli  had  derived  from  nature  and  habit,  as: 
well  as  from  the  prefent  difeontent,  as  proceeding 
from  ill  defign  and  difaffeftion. 

Their  complaints  on  this  head  appear  to  have  had 
* real  foundation,  and  it  is  a proof  how  little  they 
were  either  truftedor  regarded  *.  that  when  the  troops 
, were  fent  off  to  Montreal  and  the  Sorrel,  to  oppofe 
the  other  colbnifts,  notwithftanding  the  very  alarming 
ftate  of  public  affairs,  and  that  that  city,  together  with 
the  properrywhichtheypoffeffed  in  it,  were  left  expof- 
cd  without  a garrifon,  yet  when  they  applied  for  leave 
to  be  embodied  as  a militia  for  its  defence,  fo  far 
were  government  from  complying  with  their  requeft, 
that  they  even  did  not  judge  them  worthy  of  an  an- 
fwer.  There  feems  to  to  have  been  an  uniformity  to 
file  meafures  of  government  in  all  parts  of  the  em- 
pire. 
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pire,  in  difobliging  and  offending  all  fuch  as  cither 
whifpered  or  hinted  their  regard  to  liberty  and  the 
conftitution.  The  nobleffe  and  the  popifti  clergy, 
thefe  dupes  to  tyranny,  and  flaves  to  princes,  were 
now  become  the  favourites  of  the  Britilh  government, 
becaufe  they  were  known  to  be  friends  to  arbitrary 
power,  and  enemies  to  the  common  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  policy  of  the  court  in  this  prediliftion  to 
creatures  of  its  own  principles,  was  far  from  anfwer- 
ing  the  ends  which  it  had  in  view  ; the  defigns  of  thd 
minidry  were  even  perceived  and  difapproved  by  the 
meaneft  French  peafant  in  Canada.  Nature,  not- 
withftanding  all  'its  corruptions,  difpofes  mankind  to 
love  and  purfue  liberty,  as  foon  a s they  perceive  it, 
through  all  the  ranks  and  degrees  of  fociety  ; and  it 
requires  a very  deepdraught  of  corruptionfo  to  intoxi- 
cate the  mind  as  to  make  men  love  flavery  and  op- 
preffion,  when  they  know  it  is  their  right  to  be 
free;  Penfioned  cafuifts,  and  fuch  as  for  the  fea  of 
lull  or  Worldly  intereft,  have  given  up  confcience* 
and  have  loft  the  feelings  of  the  moral  fenfe,  may  var- 
nifh  the  rights  of  fovereigns,  and  the  power  of  prin- 
ces, with  all  the  fipe  colourings  of  fophiftry  and  de- 
ceit, and  dignify  tyranny  and  oppreffion  in  the  hands 
of  monarchs,  with  the  divine  epithets  of  the  powers 
that  be,  or  the  ordinances  of  God : but  common  fenfe 
will  teach  every  unprejudiced  fubjett,  that  there  can 
be  no  powers  or  ordinances  derived  from  divine  au- 
thority that  authorifes  a few  to  gratify  their  own  paf- 
fions,  or  appetites  at  the  expence  of  the  common  weal 
of  fociety.  What  on  all  occalions  would  determine 
the  truth  of  this  point,  would  be  for  the  dilputants 
to  change  fituations,  and  the  friends  of  arbitrary  pow- 
«r  to  become  fubjeift  to  it  in  the  hands  of  others 
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A very  fliort  trial  would  foon  alter  their  fentiments. 
1/  the  Deity  had  ever  intended  a certain  form  of  go- 
vernment to  have  been  univerfally  adopted,  he  would 
have  certainly  pointed  it  out  in  fuch  a manner  as  it 
could  not  hate  been  miftaken,  and  given  infallible 
marks  of  the  perfons  who  were  to  fuperintend  it. — 
But  as  this  is  not  the  cafe,  we  have  no  other  method 
of  judging  concerning  governments,  but  that  of 
their  anfwering  the  end  of  the  common-weal.  When 
they  anfwer  this  end,  they  are  from  heaven  ; — but 
when  they  deltroy  it,  they  proceed  from  another 
fource. 

When  Arnold  arrived  at  Quebec,  the  inhabitant* 
were  in  a wavering  fuuation  ; the  Englilh  fubje&s 
were  difgufted,  and  the  French  were  not  to  be  trull* 
ed  with  the  defence  of  the  city.  There  were  no 
troops  of  any  fort  in  the  place  till  M‘Clean’snewraif- 
ed  Emigrants  arrived  from  the  Sorrel.  Some  marines, 
whom  the  Governor  had  fent  for  from  Bofton,  were 
refufed  by  a naval  council  of  war,  on  account  of  the 
latenefs  of  the  feafon,  and  the  danger  of  navigation. 
The  militia  had  been  lately  embodied  by  the  Lieute- 
nant governor;  and  this  was  the  condition  of  Quebec 
when  Arnold  arrived  with  his  party,  and  appeared 
at  Fort  Levi,  oppofite  to  the  town.  The  river  was 
fortunately  between  them,4nd  the  boats  fecured,  other- 
wife  it  appeared  highly  probable  that  they  would  have 
become  matters  of  it  in  the  firft  furprize  and  confufion. 
This  defeat  was  in  a few  days  fupplied  by  the  alacrity 
of  the  Canadians,  who  fupplied  them  with  canoes, 
and  they  atfe&ed  their  paflage  in  a dark  night,  not- 
Withftanding  the  vigilance  of  the  armed  reffels  and  fri- 
gates of  war  in  the  river.  The  critical  moment  was 
now  over,  and  .the  inhabitants  ' began,  to  think  of 
i i 4 A fecuring 
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fecuring  their  property ; the  difeontented,  both  Eng- 
lilh  and  Canadians,  when  the  danger  preffed  them* 
united  for  their  common  defence.  Had  the  city  been 
taken  by  furprize,  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  male- 
contents  would  hare  joined  the  conquerors  ; but  as  it 
was  now  doubtful  whether  they  ftiould  fuccced  in 
their  enterprize,  they  confidered  it  as  the  wifeft  courfe 
to  hold  with  thofe  who  had  the  poffcffion.  The  in- 
habitants were  embodied  and  armed,  and  the  failors 
landed  from  the  fhips  to  attend  the  batteries  and  ferve 
the  guns.  The  befieged  were  confiderably  fuperior 
in  number  to  the  befiegers,  and  Arnold  had  no  artil- 
lery. • • . , .... , 

It  is  probable  that  Arnold  depended  upon  the  dif- 
affeftion  of  the  inhabitants,  which  in  cafe  he  had  been 
able  to  have  taken  the  town  by  furprize,  might  hare 
been  of  fervice  to  his  undertaking  ; but  being  difap- 
pointed  in  this  view,  there  was  nothing  that  remained 
prafticable  for  him  but  intercepting  the  roads,  and 
cutting  off  the  fupplies,  till  Montgomery  fhould  arrive. 
He  made  a ihew  for  fome  days  upon  the  heights  near 
the  town,  and  fent  two  flags  to  fummon  the  inhabi- 
tants, but  they  were  fired  at,  and  no  meffage  admitted. 
Upon  which  he  withdrew  his  troops  into  quarters 
of  refrelhment.  Confidering  their  long  and  wca- 
rifome  march,  it  muff  be  fuppofed  that  they  were  in 
much  need  of  fome  reft  and  refrefhment : but  when 
we  reflect  upon  their  prefent  fituation,  it  mull  fuggeft 
that  their  reft  would  be  far  from  being  very  refrefli- 
ing. 

. Alter  Montgomery  had  received  large  fupplies  of 
all  necefiaries  for  his  men  at  Montreal,  and  clothed 
and  refrelhed  his  little  army,  he  fet  forward  to  Que- 
bec. Tho’  appearances  were  greatly  on  his  tide  at 
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this  time,  his  fituation  was  far  from  being  agreeable, 
continual  difficulties  and  encreafing  Iiardfliips  attend- 
ed him,  that  nothing  lefs  could  have  furmounted  than 
his  own  enterprizing  genius.  The  difficulty  of  go- 
verning an  army  compofed  wholly  of  new  foldiers, 
and  thefe  led  dire&ly from  their  civil  employments  to 
the  field,  even  fuppoflngthem  raifed  in  old  countries, 
and  where  fubordination  is  the  moft  perfeftly  eftab- 
lifhed,  will  be  conceived  by  thofe  who  are  the  leaft 
converfant  in  military  affairs.  Montgomery’s  troops 
were  compofed  of  men  the  moft  unaccuftomed,  and 
who  from  principles  and  habit,  and  manner  of  life, 
were  the  moft  averfe  to  our  ideas  of  military  fubordi- 
nation, of  any  people  whatfoever.  I cannot,  howe- 
ver, agree  with  thofe  who  affirm,  that  they  are  a peo- 
ple from  habit  and  principle,  and  manner  of  life,  the 
moft  averfe  to  every  idea  of  fubordination  of  any 
civilized  people  in  the  world.  This  .certainly  is  not 
the  cafe,  for  they  then  did,  and  have  fine;,  voluntarily 
fubmitted  to  all  the  rules  of  military  order  and  difc 
cipline.  Had  not  the  army  which  followed  Mont- 
gomery been  influenced  with  fome  more  powerful 
principle  than  it  waspoffible  for  his  genius  to  infpire 
them  with,  they  would  never  have  endured  the  fa- 
tigues, undergone  the  hardfliips,  and  encountered 
the  dangers  which  they  voluntarily  went  through.— 
It  was  thefpirit  of  liberty,  the  animating  influence  of 
freedom,  and  love  of  independency  of  a government 
which  they  conceived  tended  to  enflave  them,  that 
operated  more  powerfully  than  the  genius  of  Mont- 
gomery. It  can  eafily  be  conceived  that  as  they  join- 
ed Montgomery  free  and  voluntarily,  and  knew  the 
nature  of  the  expedition  they  were  going  upon,  that 
jhey  had  relolvcd  to  undergo  the  dangers  and  hard- 
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fhips  which  attended  it,  in  hopes  of  promotes  the 
great  end  which  the  colonies  had  in  view.  When 
military  men  ferve  from  principle,  and  are  actuated  bv 
confcience,  there  will  be  little  need  for  that  Severe 
discipline  which  is  neceffary  to  be  praftifed  among 
thofe  that  are  either  forced  into  the  fervice,  or  enter 
into  it  from  principles  of  idlcnefs,  love  of  plunder,  or 
other  Similar  bafe  principles.  The  Roman  Soldiers, 
in  the  time  of  the  common-wealth,  while  virtue  was 
predominant  in  the  empire,  without  force  or  conftraint 
Served  their  country*  and.  maintained  good  difeipline 
from  mutual  choice:  the  Soldiers*  who  were  free 
Rqmans,  and  had  intereft  in  the  happinefs  of  their 
country,  as  well  as  the  officers,  endured  hardihip* 
and  encountered  dangers  not  from  force,  but  be- 
caufe  they  conftdered  themfelves  members  of  the 
fommon-wealth,  and  mutual  lharers  of  the  honours 
and  privileges  which  they  were  fighting  for,  with  the 
greateft.  Senators  of  Rome.  The  provincial  troops 
did  not  follow  Montgomery  to  Canada  for  the  fake  of 
plunder  or  from  any  wanton  defire  of  laying  wade  the 
country,  but  to  prevent  government  from  making  ufe 
of  the  forces  in  that  quarter,  in  djftreffing  the  back 
Settlements  of  the  New-England  provinces ; they 
had  therefore  determined  with  themfelves  before  their 
Setting  out  to  obferve  a drift  difeipline,  as  true  friends 
of  liberty,  avoiding  all  licentioufnefs  and  diforder. 

General  Carlcion  arrived  at  Quebec  near  about 
the  time  that  Arnold’s  detachment  had  retired  from 
its  neighbourhood,  and  immediately  took  Such  mea- 
fures  for  its  defence  as  were  Suitable  to  that  charac- 
ter which  he  had  fuftained  as  a military  officer. — He 
firft;  obliged  all  thofe  with  their  families  to  leave  the 
|own  who  refuted  to  take  up  arms  in  its  defence 
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The  garrifon,  including  all  orders  who.  did  duty,  con- 
fifted  of  about' 1500  men,  a number  totally  unequal 
to  the  defence  offuch  extenfive  works,  provided  they 
had  been  attacked  by  a powerful  force,  happened 
with  things  neceffary  for  a Cegc.— — The  befiegcrs 
were  not  more  numerous  than  the  befieged,  and  were 
but  iil  appointed  for  fuch  an  arduous  undertaking ; — 
Their  artillery  was  too  light  and  trifling  to  demolilh 
fuch  works  as  defended  Quebec.  Nothing  could 
have  rendered  their  fuccefs  probable,  except  a diri- 
fion  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  or  a hidden 
attack  to  have  thrown  them  into  confufion. 

The  troops  in  the  town,  except  one  company  of 
the  7th  regiment,  which  had  efcapcd  being  taken,  and 
Were  principally  recruits,  were  only  a new  raifed  mi* 
litia,  unacquainted  with,  and  fcarcely  trained  to  any 
form  of  military  difeipline  ; fo  that  the  troops  on  both 
fides  might  haye  been  confldered  as  nearly  equal  in 
their  chara&ers.  The  principal  defence  of  the  town 
refted  in  fome  marines  and  about  450  feamen,  be- 
longing to  the  King’s  frigates  and  the  merchant  lliips 
that  wintered  in  the  harbour.  Thefe  being  accuf- 
tomed  to  the  management  of  the  great  guns,  and  the 
ready  manoeuvres  of  that  fort  of  exercife,  were  the 
real  ftrength  of  the  garrifon.  There  was  however  a 
great  difference  in  the  intrepidity  of  bbth  the  troops 
and  officers  of  the  parties  ; the  rowns-men  were  not 
all  well-affefted  to  the  Governor ; for  though  they 
had  through  neceffity  taken  up  arms,  for  fear  of  fome 
ill  confequences,  or  becaufe  they  thought  it  impoff  - 
ble  for  the  provincials  to  take  the  town,  yet  in  their 
heart  they  wiffied  well  to  their  caufe,  and  would  not 
hate  been  ill  pleafed  if  they  had  fucceeded.  The  o* 
;her  had  marched  with  the  ftrongeff  refolution  to  ful- 
fil 
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fil  the  end  for  which  they  were  fent,  and  were  in  ge- 
neral of  an  intrepid  and  daring  difpofition. 

Montgomery,  having  left  fome  troops  in  Montreal 
and  the  forts,  and  fent  detachments  into  the  different 
parts  of  the  province  to  encourage  the  Canadians,  as 
well  as  to  forward  fupplies  of  provifions  and  neceffa- 
ries,  pulhed  on  with  as  many  men  as  could  be  fpared, 
and  with  fuch  artillery  as  he  could  procure,  to  join  Ar- 
nold. Their  march  was  in  winter,  through  bad  roads, 
in  a fevere  climate,  beneath  the  fall  of  the  firit  fnows, 
and  therefore  made  under  great  hardftiips ; which 
they  however  encountered  with  equal  refolution,  and 
arrived  with  incredible  expedition  at  Quebec. 

It  was  upon  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  December 
when  Montgomery  appeared  before  the  town,  when 
he  wrote  a letter  to  the  Governor,  magnifying  his 
own  ftrength,  Hating  the  weaknefs  of  the  garrifon, 
(hewing  the  impoffibility  of  relief,  and  recommending 
an  immediate  furrender,  to  avoid  the  confequence? 
which  muff  attend  a ftorm  from  victorious  troops,  irT 
ritated  with  the  ‘injurious  treatment  which  they  had 
in  various  initances  received' at  their  hand.  The  flag 
which  carried  this  letter  was  fired  at,  as  well  as  every 
other  which  was  fent,  fo  that  all  communication  was 
totally  forbidden  between  the  befiegers  and  the  inha- 
bitants by  the  Governor.  Notwithflanding  of  this 
drift  guard,  Montgomery  found  other  means  to  con- 
vey a letter  of  the  fame  nature  and  import  into  the 
town  5 but  this  had  no  effeft  upon  the  Governor,  who 
remained  firm  and  inflexible,  in  fpite  of  all  threaten- 
ings.  It  appears  fomewhat  of  a ftrange  adventure  ia 
Montgomery  to  invefl  a fortified  place  with  a num- 
ber of  troops  not  fuperior  to  thofe  that  defended  it, 
either  in  quantity  cr  quality. — — His  only  profpeft  of 
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fuccefs  feems  to  have  depended  upon  the  effeCl  which 
his  warlike  preparations  and  the  violence  of  his  attack 
might  have  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  who 
being  haftily  embodied  were  but  a very  motley  garri- 
fon  ; or  in  cafe  he  Ihould  fail  in  an  affault,  to  weary 
them  out  with  continued  and  falfe  alarms. 

He  accordingly  commenced  a bombardment  with  five 
fmall  mortars,  which  continued  for  fome  days,  and 
might  have  been  fuppofed  to  have  flruck  terror  into 
the  minds  of  the  people,  and  to  have  intimidated  the 
town  into  a furrendcr ; but  the  intrepidity  of  the . 
Governor,  fupported  by  the  bravery  of  the  general 
officers,  and  the  a&ivity  of  the  feamen  and  marines, 
prevented  this  effeff.  The  garrifonin  general  behaved 
with  great  bravery,  and  nobly  followed  the  example 
of  their  officers,  and  endured  incommodities,  wants 
and  diltreffcs  incident  to  fo  long  a iiege,  with  wonder- 
, ftcadfaftnefs  and  refolution. 

General  Montgomery  in  a few  days  opened  a fix 
gun  battery,  about  700  yards  diftance  from  the  walls, 
but  his  metal  was  too  light  to  produce  any  confider- 
ablc  effeft.  The  walls  of  Quebec  were  not  fo  eafily 
battered  down  as  to  give  way  to  fuch  a feeble  force  as 
that  of  a few  fmall  pieces,  more  adapted  to  the  field 
than  fitted  for  a fiege.  Mean  while  the  fnow  lay  deep 
upon  the  ground,  and  fuch  was  the  feverity  of  the 
climate,  that  human  nature  feemed  incapable  of  with- 
ftanding  its  force  in  the  open  field. The  hard- 

ships of  the  provincials,  both  arifing  from  the  feafon 
and  the  fmallnefs  of  their  numbers,  feemed  incredi- 
ble, and  coul&only  be  endured  through  an  enthufiaflic 
adherence  to  their  caufe,  and  the  affectionate  effeem 
they  had  for  their  general,  who  bore  fatigue  and 
encountered  danger  equally  with  thcmfelves.  This 
\ . ‘ conftaficy 


Digitized  by  Google 


5sS  HISTORY  OF  A.L\  177ft 

eonftancy  was  likely  to  fail  provided  the  evil  (hould  et- 
creafe  or  continue  too  long,  human  nature  muft  have 
yielded  to  difficulties  which  were  totally  infupport- 
able  in  their  then  fituation.  An  excufe  for  relin, 
quilhing  this  projeft  was  foon  likely  to  happen,  as  the 
time  was  near  expired  for  which  every  man  of  the 
foldiers  had  been  lifted  ; and  it  was  mod  likely  that 
the  feelings  of  nature,  and  the  future  profpeft  of  dan- 
ger, would  prevail  over  their  enthufiafm,  and  make 
them  take  the  advantage  of  the  opportunity  of  re-* 
turning  home  according  to  their  agreement.  This 
would  have  totally  broke  up  Montgomery’s  little  ar- 
my. The  New  York  troops  felt  the  feverity  of  the  cli- 
mate, and  did  not  fhew  fomuch  fteadinefs  and  perfe- 
verence  as  the  hardy  New  Englandmen  who  had  tra- 
veled the  defart  with  Arnold.  Thefe  (hewed  an  a- 
mazing  conftancy  and  intrepidity.  Montgomery  in 
thefe  circumftances  found  that  fomething  decifive  be- 
hoved immediately  to  be  done,  otherwife  the  benefit 
of  his  paft  fuccefs  and  labour,  would  be  in  a great 
meafure  loft  to  the  caufe  he  was  engaged  in,  and  his 
fame  and  reputation,  which  now  Atone  with  the  great- 
eft  luftre,  would  be  dimmed,  if  not  totally  obfeured. 
He  knew  that  the  Americans  depended  greatly  upon 
his  conduCt  and  valour,  and  would  confider  Quebec 
as  good  as  taken  as  foon  as  they  heard  that  he  was  ar- 
rived before  it,  and  that  the  higher  their  expectations 
were  raifed,  the  more  grievous  the  difappointment 
would  be  to  them,  in  cafe  the  undertaking  was  fru- 
llrated.  Their  confidence  of  fuccefs  was  founded 
upon  the  high  opinion  which  they  held  of  his  cou- 
rage and  ability  ; to  forfeit  that  opinion,  was  to  him 
the  worft  of  all  poffible  confcqncnces.  To  ftorm  the 
city  with  an  army  not  fuperior  to  the  garrifon  which 
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defended  it,  confidcring  alfo  the  natural  flrength  of 
the  place,  which  in  the  common  way  offpeaking  was 
reckoned  impregnable,  was  a defperate  undertaking. 
But  perfons  who  have  their  minds  poflfeffed  with  the 
romantic  ideas  of  honour  in  war,  feldom  eftimate  dan- 
ger by  the  llrift  rules  of  prudence  ; but  provided 
the  honours  in  view  be  great,  feldom  attend  minute- 
ly to  the  dangers  which  lye  in  the  way  of  the  objeft. 
In  the  hiflory  of  military  achievements  in  all  ages,  we 
find  that  the  fuccefs  of  great  attempts  have  depended 
upon  a noble  contempt  of  forms  and  ordinary  calcu- 
lations. Providence,  in  contempt  of  human  pride, 
ever  was,  and  ever  will  be,  the  great  arbiter  in  war. 
Montgomery  depending  much  upon  fortune,  and  al- 
fo upon  the  nature  and  difpofition  of  the  garrifon, 
determined  on  a defperate  attempt  to  carry  the  place 
hy  fealing  the  walls. 

As  in  the  mod  perfett  fociety  upon  earth  there 
have  been  found  traitors,  fo  in  this  army  of  provinci- 
als there  were  fome  who  betrayed  the  purpofes  of 
the  General  to  the  garrifon  of  Quebec.  Some  dc- 
ferters,  either  through  defign,  or  to  make  their  peace 
with  the  Governor,  informed  the  befieged  of  the  de- 
fign of  the  General.  This  he  was  fortunate  enough 
to  perceive  from  the  motions  of  the  townfmen,  who 
had  not  only  been  informed  of  his  defign  in  general, 
but  of  the  particular  manner  of  carrying  it  into  exe- 
cution. This  unfortunate  circumfiance  difconcerted 
his  whole  plan,  and  made  him  change  his  difpofitions, 
which  had  a confiderable  influence  on  the  fucceeding 
events.  Had  he  fucceeded  in  his  firft  fcheme,  and 
made  a good  lodgement  in  the  city  in  any  part  that 
was  unguarded,  there  would  have  been  a fevere 
- flrugglc  for  the  poflfeffion  of  it,  audit  is  not  impro- 
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bable  that  Quebec  would  have  been  taken,  notwith. 
(landing  the  vigilance  and  activity  of  the  Governor. 
Montgomery  being  fruflrated  in  his  plan  of  operation, 
proceeded  to  attack  the  town  according  to  a new 
plan.  Upon  the  1 aft  day  of  the  year  1775,  and  un- 
der  the  cover  of  a violent  ftorm  of  fnow,  he  proceed- 
ed to  this  arduous  attempt.  Having  difpofed  hii  little 
army  into  four  diviftons,  of  which  two  carried  on 
falfe  attacks  againft  the  upper  town,  whilft  himfelf 
and  Arnold  condufted  two  real  ones  againft  oppofttc 
parts  of  the  town.  By  this  means  the  alarm  wd» 
general  in  both  towns,  and  might  have  difconcerted 
the  moft  experienced  troops.  From  the  fide  of  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  and  round  to  the  Bafon,  every 
part  feemed  equally  threatened,  and  equally  in 
danger. 

About  five  o’clock,  Montgomery,  at  the  head  of 
the  New-York  troops,  advanced  againft  the  lower 
town,  at  a place  called  Aunce  de  Mere,  under  Cape 
Diamond  ; but  for  fome  difficulties  which  had  inter- 
vened in  his  approach,  the  fignal  for  engaging  had 
been  given,  and  the  garrifon  alarmed  before  he  could 
reach  the  place.  He  notwithftanding  preffed  on  in  a 
narrow  file  upon  a fcanty  path,  with  a precipice  to 
the  river  on  one  fide,  and  an  hanging  above  him  which 
jn  a manner  projetted  over  him.  Having  feized  and 
pafied  the  fil'd  barrier,  accompanied  by  a few  of  his 
braveft  men  and  officers,  he  marched  boldly  at  the 
head  of  his  detachment  to  attack  the  fccond.  This 
was  much  ftrongcr  than  the  firft,  and  had  feveral  can- 
non loaded  W'ith  grape  (hot.  From  this  much  execu- 
tion was  done  upon  the  afiailants  ; both  the  cannon 
and  mufketry  w'ere  well  direfted,  and  from  this  bar- 
rier or  battery  Montgomery  was  killed,  and  finifhed 
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bis  military  career;  he  fell  together  with  his  Aid-de 
tamp,  and  feveral  officers ; and  the  mod  of  thofe  that 
■were  near  his  perfon  lay  dead  upon  the  fpot.  Upon 
the  fall  of  Montgomery,  the  command  devolved  up- 
on one  Campbell,  who  retired  immediately,  without. 

.making  any  further  attempt  to  proceed. It  was 

thought  by  the  colonies  that  Campbell  yielded  too 
eafily  to  the  firft  impreffion,  and  that  had  he  continu- 
ed the  attack  as  refolutely  as  Montgomery  began  it, 
as  they  were  now  clofe  at  the  battery,  and  might 
have  taken  it  with  little  lofs,  that  the  town  would  have 

fallen  into  their  hands. For  as  Arnold  was  gain- 

ing  ground  in  that  quarter  which  he  attacked,  had 
Campbell  puflied  the  attack  as  he  might  have  done, 
it  would  have  prevented  the  Governor  from  employ- 
ing the  forces  in  that  part  of  the  town  againft  Ar- 
nold’s divifion,  which  were  already  viftorious,  and 
Would  have  diftrafled  the  townfmen,  that  they  would 
not  have  had  time  to  had  paid  attention  to  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  other  divifion  of  the  provincials. 

While  things  were  carried  on  in  this  quarter  as  has 
been  mentioned,  Arnold  was  not  idle  in  puihing  mat- 
ters as  far  as  he  could  in  the  department  ailigned 
4o  him.  With  an  intrepidity  that  would  have  done 
honour  to  the  moft  veteran  troops,  this  divifion  at- 
tacked that  part  of  the  town  called  the  Saut,  at  Mate- 
lot,  and  having  penetrated  through  St.  Roques,  they 
attacked  a well  defended  battery,  which  they  carried 
after  an  hour’s  {harp  engagement,  with  confiderable 
lofs.  It  was  here  that  their  commander  was  wound- 
ed, his  leg  was  fhattered  by  a {hot,  and  they  were  ob- 
liged to  carry  him  to  the  camp ; but  thefe  troops 
did  not  retreat  haftily  upon  the  departure  of  the  com- 
mander, as  the  New  York  detachment  did;  his  place 
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was  fupplicd  by  other  officers,  who  with  no  Iefs  in- 
trepidity carried  on  the  attack,  and  the  men  fliewed 
a refolution  on  that  occafion  equal  to  the  oldeft  and 
mod  regular  forces.  They  were  as  yet  ignorant  of 
Montgomery’s  misfortune,  and  were  fo  far  from  being 
deje&ed  with  their  own,  that  they  puffied  on  with 
greater  vigour,  and  made  themfelves  matters  of  ano- 
ther battery.  Had  all  the  provincial  troops  on  this 
occafion  been  equal  to  thofe  of  New  England,  not- 
withftanding  all  the  misfortunes  they  fuflained  by  the 
lofs  of  their  general  officers,  they  would  certainly 
have  taken  the  town  that  very  day.  The  New  York 
forces  certainly  behaved  but  ill  in  precipitately  re- 
treating upon  the  death  of  their  General,  for  had 
they  continued  to  have  made  a diverfion  in  that  part 
of  the  town  where  they  were  appointed  to  ferve,  they 
would  have  prevented  the  garrifon  from  attacking 
Arnold’s  party  in  the  rear,  which  would  have  been 
of  great  confequence. 

Upon  Campbell’s  retreat,  the  garrifon  had  now  time 
to  turn  their  whole  attention  to  Arnold’s  divifion,  and 
perceived  that  they  had  now  an  occafion  offered  of  cut- 
ting their  retreat  off.  The  fituation  of  the  aflailants  was 
now  fuch,  that  in  attempting  a retreat,  they  had  to 
pafs  a confiderable  way  within  fifty  yards  of  the 
walls,  expofed  to  the  whole  fire  of  the  garrifon.  And 
what  rendered  there  fate  ineveitable  was,  a confidera- 
ble detachment  with  feveral  field  pieces  iffued  thro* 
a gate  which  commanded  that  paffage,  and  attacked 
them  furioufiy  in  the  rear,  while  they  were  already 
fully  employed  in  every  other  part,  by  the  troops 
which  poured  upon  them  in  every  other  quarter.  In 
, thefe  definite  circumftances,  without  a pottibility  of 
elcape,  attacked  on  all  Tides,  and  under  every  dilad- 
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vantage  of  ground,  as  well  as  numbers,  they  obfti- 
nately  defended  themfelves  for  three  hours,  and  at 
laft  furrendered  prifoners  of  war.  A greater  inftancc 
of  bravery  has  not  not  been  exhibited  by  any  veteran 
troops  on  almoft  any  occafion,  and  provided  they  had 
not  been  under  the  predicament  of  rebellion,  would 
have  had  the  honour  of  being  extolled  as  the  greateft 
heroes  in  the  Gazette.  The  Governor  treated  the 
prifoners  with  great  humanity,  and  it  was  thought  a 
thing  more  extraordinary  that  he  purfued  luch  lene- 
tive  meafures,  feeing  he  had  been  long  habituated  to 
the  feverity  of  a military  life.  This  obfervation  fug- 
gefts  an  idea  in  no  wife  friendly  to  thofe  who  alTume  a 
military  character,  and  purfue  war  as  a profeffion ; — 
fuch  a manner  of  life  hardens  the  human  heart,  and 
renders  the  feelings  of  the  foul  callous  to  the  pains 
and  diftreffes  of  our  fellow-creatures.  The  profeflioii 
of  arms  ought  certainly  only  to  be  occafional,  when 
there  is  a fpecial  call  to  defend  ourfelves  and  pro- 
perty againft  all  unjuft  claims  and  affaults  ; but  it 

ought  never  to  be  the  ftudy  of  a man’s  life,  and  the 
conftant  theme  of  his  praCtife.  Such  as  go  volun- 
teers to  foreign  wars,  in  which  they  are  in  no  wife  in- 
terefted,  only  for  the  fake  of  learning  to  Ihed  blood, 
can  only  be  confidered  as  profeffional  butchers,  go- 
ing abroad  to  learn  their  bufinefs. — After  the  death 
of  Montgomery,  all  enmity  againft  him  ariiing  from 
party  animofity  ceafed,  and  refpeCt  to  his  private  cha- 
racter prevailed  over  every  other  confideration  ; his 
dead  body  received  every  poffible  mark  of  diftinCtion 
from  the  victors,  and  was  interred  at  (Quebec  with 
all  the  military  honours  due  to  a brave  foldier.  By 
comparing  the  different  accounts  and  circumftances 
fubfequenc  to  the  engagement,  the  nrovincials  in 
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billed,  wounded,  and  prifoners,  did  not  lofe  fewef 
than  half  their  number.  This  appears  from  a letter 
of  General  Arnold,  written  foon  after,  which  ftates 
their  remaining  number  at  only  700  men. 

Thus  fell  Richard  Montgomery  in  the  caufe  of  li- 
berty, fighting,  as  he  believed,  and  as  unbiafled  reafon 
will  in  after  ages  determine,  for  the  rights  of  hu- 
man nature  and  his  country,  againft  the  illegal  en- 
croachments of  a Britifii  miniftry,  who  by  mifleading 
their  mod  gracious  Sovereign,  the  rightful  prince  and 
monarch  of  a vaft  empire,  procured  by  the  energy  of 
fome  invifible  influence,  the  fanftion  of  legiflative  au- 
thority, to  opprefs  the  fubjefts,  contrary  to  the  fund- 
amental ftatutes  of  a noble  and  well-poifed  conftitu- 
tion.  He  died  in  modern  itile,  a rebel ; but  no  other-* 
wife  deferved  that  character  than  Ruffel  and  Sidney, 
names  Which  will  ever  live,  while  there  are  any  per- 
Tons  living  who  value  the  glorious  revolution  and  love 
of  liberty.  He  was  a gentleman  of  a good  family  in  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  ferved  with  reputation  in 
the  lafl  War  with  France  and  Spain : He  fell  in  the 
prime  of  life,  much  lamented  by  his  friends,  and  even 

praifed  by  his  enemies. His  many  and  excellent 

qualities,  and  agreeable  difpofltion,  had  procured  hint 
an  uncommon  fliare  of  both  public  and  private  efteem, 
and  there  was  perhaps  no  perfon  engaged  on  the 
fame  fide,  and  few  on  either,  wrhofe  lofs  would  have 
been  more  regretted  both  in  Britain  and  America. — 
He  was  a real  and  firm  lover  of  liberty,  and  his  ene- 
mies could  never  with  juftice  accufe  him  of  being  a 
friend  to  licentioufnefs  ; he  had  ftudied  and  under- 
flood the  true  principles  of  liberty,  believed  their 
real  value,  and  counted  nothing  too  dear  in  fupport- 
ing  of  them.  He  married  a lady,  and  purchafed  an- 
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cdate  in  New  York,  and  on  this  account  induced  to 
consider  himfelf  as  an  American.  When  he  perceived 
the  meafures  of  the  Britifh  minidry  with  regard  to 
his  country  diretdly  overturning  what  he  believed  to 
be  the  colony  conflitution,  he  joined  in  oppofing 
them,  not  from  wrath,  but  principle.  He  was  led 
from  fentiment  and  full  perfuafion,  that  it  was  his  du- 
ty to  quit  the  fweetsofan  eafy  fortune,  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a loved  and  philofophic  rural  life,  with  thts 
highed  domedic  felicity,  to  take  a {hare  in  all  the  mi- 
feries  and  dangers  ofthofe  troubles  which  have  been 
already  fo  baneful  to  the  empire.  Ke  had  undoubt* 
edly  great  military  abilities,  though  in  the  attempt  in 
which  he  fell  he  was  unfuccefsful.  It  is  much  to  be 
lamented  that  a man  of  fo  great  abilities,  and  fo  well 
formed  to  fupport  the  glory  of  his  country,  fhould 
have  fallen  in  a mod  unnatural  civil  coined.  In  Ame- 
rica he  was  revered  and  extolled  as  a martyr  to  the 
caufe  of  human  nature  and  the  liberties  of  mankind. 
What -was  more  extraordinary,  the  mod  eminent  ora- 
tors in  the  Britifii  fenate,  difplayed  their  eloquence 
in  praifing  his  virtues  and  lamenting  his  fate.  A great 
fpeaker,  whofe  eloquence  has  often  been  admired,  a 
veteran  fellow-foldier  of  Montgomery  in  the  late  war, 
{bed  abundance  of  tears  wliild  he  expatiated  on  their 
pad  frienddiip  and  participation  of  fervice  in  that  fea- 
fon  of  enterprife  and  glory.  Even  the  rcinider  ex- 
tolled his  virtues,  whild  he  condemned  the  rebellious 
caufe  they  were  employed  in,  and  the  fatal  effefls 
Which  their  midaken  application  had  produced.  In 
this  praife  of  the  minider  there  is  fomqthing  exceed- 
ingly myderious,  for  it  fuppofes  what  can  never  hap- 
pen, namely,  that  virtue  can  be  applied  to  rebellious 
piirpofqs.  When  a man  is  really  engaged  in  what  is 
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truly  rebellion,  that  which  feme  people  call  virtue  is 
no  more  than  vicious  exertions  of  the  mind  againfl: 
truth.  If  Montgomery’s  application  of  the  powers 
of  his  mind  and  body  was  employed  in  fupporting 
rebellion  in  the  true  fenfe  of  the  word,  inftead  of  be- 
ing reckoned  virtuous,  he  ought  to  have  been  ac- 
counted a perfon  deftitute  of  all  true  fenfe  of  moral 
virtue.  But  it  would  appear  that  the  minifter  had  a 
different  opinion,  and  muff  have  had  fome  fufpicion  of 
the  exigence  of  Montgomery’s  rebellion. 

Governor  Carleton  and  his  officers  acquired  great' 
honour  by  the  defence  they  made,  and  the  behaviour 
of  the  garrifon  would  have  done  honour  to  veteran 
troops.  It  fhews  how  far  the  example  of  a few  brave 
officers  will  operate  to  render  the  raweft  and  word 
formed  troops  refpe&able.  The  Governor  is  allow- 
ed on  all  hands  to  be  one  of  the  frit  military  charac- 
ters of  the  age,  and  on  this  occafion  he  by  no  means 
tarniffied  the  reputation  he  had  formerly  acquired. 

After  the  unluccefsful  attack  of  Quebec,  the  be- 
fiegers  immediately  quitted  their  camp,  and  retired 
about  three  miles  out  of  the  city,  where  they  fecured 
and  ftrengthened  their  quarters  as  well  as  they  were 
able,  being  apprehenfive  of  an  attack  from  the  garri- 
ion  ; but  the  one  was  as  unfit  for  purfuing,  as  the  o- 
thers  were  to  have  endured  a fevere  attack.  The 
Governor  wifely  contented  himfelf  with  the  unex- 
peffed  advantage  he  had  obtained,  without  hazard- 
ing the  fate  of  the  province,  and  perhaps  of  America, 
by  a..rafh  and  uncertain  enterprife.  The  city  was 
now. out  of  danger,  and  the  great  fuccours  which 
were  expected  would  not  fail  to  relieve  the  whole 
province.  Arnold,  who  now  commanded  in  chief, 
upon  the  death  of  Montgomery  was  far  from  being 
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in  an  eligible  fituarion ; the  climate  was  uncommonly 
cold  and  the  weather  fevere  ; the  hope  of  alfillance 
was  diftant,  and  the  arrival  of  fuccours  of  confe- 
quence  flow.  Notwithflanding  the  provincials  with 

an  aflonifliing  perfevercnce  bore  every  hardfhip. 

They  had  loft  their  commander  in  chief,  the  bell  of 
their  officers,  and  fome  of  the  braveft  of  their  men, 
with  a part  of  their  fmall  artillery : they  could  not  de- 
pend upon  the  Canadians,  whofe  ficldenefs  rendered 
it  unfafe  to  depend  upon,  and  whom  fuccefs  or  difap- 
pointment  were  equally  ready  to  influence.  In  fuch 
a flotation,  it  required  no  fmall  fliare  of  addref.  and 
a&ivity  to  keep  together  fuch  an  atmv,  where  their 
hopes  were  fmall  and  their  danger  multiplying.  Ge- 
neral Arnold,  who  had  hitherto  difplayed  uncommon 
abilities  in  his  'march  into  Canada,  difeorered  on  this 
occafion  the  utmofl:  vigour  of  a determined  mind,  and 
a genius  full  of  refources.  Wounded  and  defeated 
as  he  was,  he  put  his  troops  in  fuch  a condition  as  to 
keep  them  fill  formidable  ; and  inftead  of  appear- 
ing as  one  who  had  met  with  a defeat,  he  continued 
to  threaten  thecity,  by  turning  the  liege  into  a block- 
ade, and  efFe&ually  to  obftruft  the  arrival  of  all  fup- 
plies  of  provifions  and  neceflaries  into  the  town.  He 
difpatched  an  exprefsto  General  Woofer,  who  was 
at  Montreal,  to  bring  fuccours,  and  take  upon  him 
the  command : but  this  was  not  immediately  to  be 
done,  he  fupported  himfelf  againft:  the  difficulties  that 
furrounded  him  with  the  force  which  he  had.  It  ap- 
pears from  the  whole  of  his  operations  that  the  Go- 
vernor confidered  it  as  a dangerous  expedient  to  at- 
tack Arnold  in  the  open  field,  though  he  had  near 
double  the  number  of  his  forces,  aud  that  provided  it 
had  been  in  the  power  of  General  Woofer  to  - have 
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fenta  fuitablc  reinforcement,  the  fate  of  Quebec 
would  have  Hill  been  doubtful.  Had  not  Arnold 
been  wounded,  notwithftanding  the  death  of  Mont- 
gomery, it  is  not  improbable  that  Quebec  would  have 
been  taken  that  evening.  It  was  certainly  a bold  ad- 
venture for  fo  few  troops  to  make  fuch  a daring 
attack  upon  a fortified  place,  by  many  reckoned  im- 
pregnable againft  any  force  whatfoever. 

The  march  of  the  New  England  troops  ft  om  Gar- 
diner’s Town  to  Quebec,  may  be  confidered  as  one 
of  thofe  amazing  exertions  of  conduft  and  intrepidity, 
which  could  only  be  undertaken  by  a great  mind,  and 
executed  by  a people  willing  to  fubmit  to  every  hard- 
ship for  the  fake  of  freedom  and  liberty.  A multitude 
of  men  poffeffed  of  fuch  ideas,  difpofing  themfelvea 
voluntarily  to  encounter  fuch  hardlhips  and  difficulties 
can  never  be  fubdued  by  any  power  on  earth,  with- 
out firft  conquering  their  exigence,  and  extirpating 
them  from  the  face  of  the  ground-  The  mofl  ro- 
mantic notions  of  military  glory  ind  honour  will 
never  determine  a multitude  of  perfons  freely  and 
voluntarily,  without  any  hope  of  prefent  advantage, 
to  encounter  fuch  great  immediate  hardfhips  and  dif- 
ficulties. The  famous  retreat  of  Xenophon  with  ten 
thoufand  Greeks,  which  is  famous  in  hifiory,  was  aft 
effort  of  neceffity,  which  is  the  parent  of  invention, 
and  the  long  and  dangerous  march  which  was  con- 
duced with  fo  much  wifdom  and  intrepidity,  was  un- 
dertaken and  purfued  for  immediate  felf-prefervation. 
But  the  march  of  Arnold  through  the  American  de- 
farts  was  undertaken  for  the  fake  of  the  general  caufe 
of  liberty,  as  they  believed,  and  with  a defign  to  pre- 
vent a power  which  they  thought  inimical  to  the 
rights  of  mankind  from  enflaving  their  country.—-— 
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Men  of  different  opinions  concerning  the  policy  of 
nations  will  judge  differently  with  regard  to  this  ex- 
pedition ; but  -whether  they  determine  the  ends  of  it 
good  or  evil,  all  mud  allow,  that  it  was  a great  under- 
taking, and  oondu&ed  with  much  intrepidity.  After 
the  fermentation  of  party  zeal  has  fubfided,  and  men 
coolly  confider  the  attions  of  others  and  their  princi- 
ples, they  will  be  obliged  to  confefs  that  the  march  of 
Colonel  Arnold  and  his  troops  is  one  of  the  greateft 
exploits  recorded  in  the  anaals.  of  nations,  whether 
the  way  in  which  they  marched,  the  feafon  cf  the 
year,  the  feverity  of  the  climate,  and  the  many  other 
difadvantages  and  hardfliips  which  attended  them  are 
confidered.  They  were  only  new  foldiers  who  had 
but  lately  taken  up  arms  in  defence  of  their  li. 
berties,  and  had  never  been  accuftomed  to  the  hard- 
fliips of  war;  they  were  led  through  awikiernefs  un- 
explored by  human  eye,  where  there  was  no  paths, 
and  through  thickets  almofl:  impenetrable,  andfwamps 
next  to  impaffable.  They  had  no  poffibility  of  obtain- 
ing any  more  provifions  than  they  carried  with  them, 
till  they  came  to  Canada,  either  by  force  or  other- 
wife,  and  it  was  uncertain  when  they  fliould  arrive 
there.  It  required  an  amazing  refolution  to  deter- 
mine men  to  engage  in  Aich  evident  and  unavoidable 
hardfliips  already  forefeen,  and  prefented  to  their 
pijuds. 
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VIRGINIA  CHARTER, 


KING  JAMES  l.’s  Letters  Patent  to  Sir  Thomas 

Gates,  Sir  George  Somers  and  others, 

tor  two  feveral  Colonies  and  Plantations,  to  be 
made  in  Virginia,  and  other  parts  and  territories 
of  America.  Dated  April  10,  1606. 


1.  T AMF.S,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Eng- 
land,  Scotland,  France, and  Ireland,  Defender 
-of  the  Faith,  fee.  Whereas  our  loving  and  weii-dif- 
■ pofed  fubjefts,  Sir  Thomas  Gates,  and  Sir  George 
Somers,  Knights,  Richard  Hackluit,  Clerk,  Preben- 
dary of  Weffminfter,  and  F.dward-Maria  Wingfield, 
Thomas  Ilanham,  and  Releigh  Gilbert, Eiqrs.  Wiiii- 
am  Parker,  and  George  Popham,  Gentlemen,  and  di- 
vers others  of  our  loving  fubjefts,  have  been  humble 
fuirors  unto  us,  that  we  would  vouchfafe  unto  them 
our  licence  to  make  habitations,  plantations,  and  to 
deduce  a colony  of  fundry  of  our  people  into  that 
) art  of  America  commonly  called  Virginia,  and  other 
parts  and  territories  in  America,  either  appertaining 
unto  us,  or  which  are  not  now  aChially  polTdfed  by 
nay  Curl  dan  prince  or  people,  fituate,  lying,  and 
being  all  along  the  fi_a  coafls,  between  four-and-thir- 
ty  dcgrceflfcf  northerly  latitude  from  the  equinoctial 
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line,  and  five  and  forty  degrees  of  the  fame  latitude, 
and  in  the  main  land  between  the  fame  four  and  thir- 
ty and  five  and  forty  degree*  and  the  iflands  there- 
unto adjacent,  or  within  one  hundred  miles  of  the 
co aft  thereof. 

II.  And  at  that  end,  and  for  the  more  fpeedy  ac- 
complilhment  of  their  faid  intended  plantation  and 
habitation  there,  are  defirous  to  divide  thcmfelvcB 
into  two  fcveral  colonies  andcompanies  : the  one  con- 
fiding of  certain  knights,  gentlemen,  merchants,  and 
other  adventurers,  of  our  city  of  London  and  elfe- 
where,  which  are,  and  from  time  to  time  (hall  be, 
joined  unto  them,  which  do  defire  to  begin  their  ha- 
bitation and  plantation  in  fome  fit  and  convenient 
place,  between  four-and-thirty  and  one-and-forty  de- 
grees of  the  faid  latitude,  along  the  coafts  of  Virginia 
and  coafts  of  America  aforefaid  ; and  the  other  con- 
fiding of  fundry  knights,  gentlemen,  merchants,  and 
the  other  adventurers,  of  our  cities  of  Briftol  and  Ex- 
eter, and  of  our  town  of  Plymouth,  and  of  other 
places  which  do  join  themfelves  unto  that  colony, 
■which  do  defire  to  begin  their  plantation  and  habita- 
tion in  fome  fit  and  convenient  place,  between  eight- 
and-thirty  degrees  and  fivc-and-forty  degrees  of  the 
faid  latitude,  all  along  the  faid  coaft  of  Virginia  and 
pf  America,  as  that  coaft  lieth. 

III.  We,  greatly  recommending,  and  gracioufly 
accepting  of,  their  defires  for  the  furtherance  of  fo 
noble  a work,  which  may,  by  the  Providence  of  Al- 
mighty Cod,  hereafter  tend  to  the  glory  of  his  divine 
Majefty,  in  propogating  of  chriftian  religion  to  fuch 
people,  as  yet  live  in  darknefs  and  miferable  igno- 
rance of  the  true  knowledge  and  worfhip  of  God, 
<tnd  may  in  time  bring  the  infidels  and  favages  living 
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in  thofe  parts,  to  human  civility,  and  to  a fettled  and 
quiet  government  : Do,  by  thefe  our  letters  patents, 
gracioufly  accept  of,  and  agree  to,  their  humble  and 
veil  intended  defires. 

IV.  And  do  therefore  grant  to  the  London  com- 
pany liberty  to  fettle  a.iy  where  on  the  coaft  of  North 
America,  between  latitude  four-and-thirty  degrees 
«uid  latitude  one-and-forty  degrees,  and  of  the  fea 
Yoaft  near  their  place  of  fetclement  to  the  didance  of 
fifty  miles  from  it  each  way,  and  to  the  depth  of  one 
hundred  miles  into  the  main  land. 

V.  And  we  do  alfo  grant  to  the  Plymouth  compar 
ny  liberty  to  fettle  any  where  on  the  coaft  of  North 
America,  between  latitude  eight-and-thirty  degrees 
and  latitude  five-and-forty  degrees,  and  of  the  fea 
coafl:  near  their  place  of  fettlement  to  the  didance  of 
fifty  miles  from  it  each  way  and  to  the  depth  of  one 
hundred  miles  into  the  main  land. 

VI.  Provided  that  the  fcttlements  that  {hall  be  lad 
made  dull  be  no  more  than  one  hundred  miles  diftaat 
from  the  firft. 

VII.  And  we  alfo  ordain,  that  each  of  thefe  colo- 
nies (hall  be  governed  by  a council  of  thirteen  per- 
fons  appointed  by  the  King. 

VIII.  And  there  {hall  alfo  be  a fuperior  council 
of  thirty  perfons  r eliding  in  England,  appointed  by 
the  King. 

IX.  And  moreover,  we  do  grant  liberty  to  work 
all  mines  of  gold  and  Giver  in  the  faid  colonies  paying 
to  the  King  a fifth  part  of  the  gold  and  Giver,  and  a 
fifteenth  of  the  copper. 

X-  And  a power  is  hereby  given  to  edabilh  coins 
for  thefe  colonies. 

£1.  And  we  do  likewife  give  full  power  and  au- 
thority 
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thority  to  carry  out  the  King’s  fubjefb  to  fettle  the 
faid  colonies. 

XII.  Moreover,  we  grant  power  and  licenfe  to  re- 
fill: and  expel  all  intruders  into  the  faid  colonies. 

XIII.  We  give  and  grant  power  to  raife  two  and 
a half  per  cent,  upon  all  goods  imported  thither  by 
the  King’s  fubje&s,  and  five  per  cent  upon  thofe  im- 
ported by  firangers. 

XIV.  And  we  do  further  give  and  grant  liberty 
to  carry  goods  into  the  faid  colonies,  from  the  King’s 
other  dominions,  free  from  cuftom  for  feven  years. 

XV.  Alfo  we  grant  a general  denization  of  all 
fuch  perfons  as  Ihall  be  born  in  thefe  colonies. 

XVI.  Moreover,  we  declare,  that  all  perfons  who, 
under  pretence  of  trading  to  thefe  colonies,  ihal-1  fend 
goods  into  foreign  countries,  Ihall  forfeit  their  (hips 
and  goods. 

XVII.  Provifion  in  cafe  of  any  of  theinhabitano? 
of  thofe  colonies  fhall  rob  or  injure  any  other  of  the 
King’s  fubje&s,  or  the  fubjefts  of  any  prince  or  Hate 
in  amity  with  England. 

XVIII.  And  finally,  we  promife  to  grant  the  lands 
that  (hall  be  occupied  by  the  firfi:  colony,  to  fuch  per- 
fons as  ihall  be  appointed  for  that  purpoie  by  the 
-■council  of  that  colony. 

XIX.  And  do  in  like  manner,  grant  the  like  pro- 
mife with  refpeft  to  the  lands  that  Ihall  be  occupied 
by  the  fecond  colony. 

L U K I N. 

Per  breve  de  private  Srgi'lf. 


£ N 2 OF  VOLUME  FIRST, 
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